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                        La Celestina is undoubtedly one of the greatest bestsellers in Spanish literature. It is said to have been printed in more than 200 early editions, although fewer than half of these have survived. The work, by Fernando de Rojas (died 1541), began as a comedy in 16 acts, which was extended to 21 acts in the tragicomedy, which became the popular version. In addition to being published throughout Spain, the Spanish text was printed in Lisbon, Rome, Venice, Milan and Antwerp. Early translations into Italian, French, German, English, and Dutch attest to the great popularity of the work. This beautiful illustrated edition, published by the Seville printer Cromberger around 1518--20, is the third of a series of editions by this printer, and the only one entitled Libro de Calixto y Melibea y de la puta vieja Celestina (The book of Calixto and Melibea and of the old whore Celestina) instead of the classic Tragicomedia de Calisto y Melibea (The tragic-comedy of Calisto and Melibea). The most interesting aspect of Cromberger's printing is his use, without variation, of a series of woodcut prints in all of his editions of La Celestina, which were probably made from the same printing blocks. They are found at the beginning of each act and are of two types: broad rectangular engravings that represent episodes, and another series of loose engravings showing figures of characters, trees, and buildings. These so-called factotum figures were to become characteristic of Spanish broadsheets well into the 19th century. The book presented here is an extraordinary bibliographic rarity, as it is the only surviving copy of this edition.
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                          In 1829, the Spanish scholar and bibliographer Vicente Salvá determined that this book was the true editio princeps (first printed edition) of the first volume of El ingenioso hidalgo don Quixote de...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Robles, Francisco De, Died 1616 - Cervantes Saavedra, Miguel De
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1605-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    









    







    






    You might also like

    
	
        



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Map
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Map of the Kingdom of Aragon by Juan Bautista Labaña.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
Aragón de Ioan Baptista Lavaña
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          This map is the oldest known image of Aragon, the first Spanish map produced according to scientific procedures, and the most important map for 17th- and 18th-century Spanish cartography. It became the...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Leonardo De Argensola, Lupercio - Lavanha, João Baptista
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1675-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Map
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                A Modern Map of Spain.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
Nova Hispaniae Descriptio
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Nova Hispaniae Descriptio (A modern map of Spain) is the first map bordered by cartouches, one of the most attractive developments of 17th century Dutch cartography. Cartouches were used to supplement the...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Mercator, Gerhard - Hondius, Jodocus
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1610-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Map
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Valentia Edetanorum, Plebs of Cid.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
Valentia edetanorum, vulgo del Cid
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          This important early map, on four sheets, of the city of Valencia is by Tomas Vicente Tosca (1651--1723), a local priest, scholar, mathematician, cartographer, and theologian, who was a founder of the...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Fortea, José - Tosca, Tomás Vicente
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1705-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Photo, Print, Drawing
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                West View of Madrid.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Charles Clifford (1819-63) was one of the most important photographers to have worked in Spain in the 19th century and a crucial figure in the history of photography in the country. Clifford...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Clifford, Charles, 863
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1860-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Photo, Print, Drawing
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Theatrical Design.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Francisco Rizi was a painter of Italian descent who trained in the workshop of Vicente Carducho. In 1637 he began to work for King Philip IV of Spain, who appointed him the...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Rizi, Francisco
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1649-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    









    
    















    

    












    







    






     Back to top



    
        
            Follow Us
            	
                    
                        [image: Email]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Facebook]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Twitter]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Youtube]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Pinterest]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Flickr]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Instagram]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress iTunesU]
                    
                
	Take our survey External


        

        
            
                
                	Accessibility
	Legal
	Inspector General
	External Link Disclaimer
	USA.gov
	Careers
	Contact
	Media
	Donate
	Shop


                
            

            
                	[image: Congress.gov]
	[image: United States Copyright Office]


            

        

    






    





















    











