
Top of page














    Skip to main content
    
        
            
            







    
        
        Library of Congress
    



            
            
            







    Search
    
    

    
        Everything
Audio Recordings
Books/Printed Material
Films, Videos
Legislation
Manuscripts/Mixed Material
Maps
Notated Music
Newspapers
Periodicals
Personal Narratives
Photos, Prints, Drawings
Software, E-Resources
Web Archives
Web Pages
3D Objects


    

    
        
        
            
        

    

    Search

    
    
    
    



    
    Search toggle



            
            
            







    
        menu 
    
    
        	Discover
	Services
	Visit
	Education
	Connect
	About


        	Ask a Librarian
	Help
	Contact


        	Search Online Catalog
	Copyright.gov
	Congress.gov


    



            
        

    




















    
        
            
            
            
            
                










     Share
    	
                
                    
                
            
	
                
                    
                
            
	
                
                    
                
            




            
        

    








    
    
    
    
    
    















    
    
    

    










    




    
        
        
        
            
            
                
                Photo, Print, Drawing
                
            
            
        
        
        
        

        

        John Robinson's Circus.

        
    













    
    Back to Search Results












    

    

    
    
    
        
        







    
    









    

    

    
        
        

            
            
                
                View Enlarged Image
                
            
            

            


    
    






        
    

    
    


    



    
        

    
        
    








    
    
        
            
            
                Download:
            
            ZIP
JPEG (417x315px)
                            
                            
JPEG (835x630px)
                            
                            
JPEG (1670x1261px)
                            
                            
JPEG (3340x2523px)
                            
                            
JPEG2000 (1.1 MB)
                            


            Go
            

        
    












    




    








        
    

    

    

    
    
        




    
    About this Item

    
    
        
        
            









    
        
        
        
            Title
        
        

        	John Robinson's Circus.


        
    

    

    
        
    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Summary
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        This 1929 photograph shows the interior of John Robinson's Circus during a spectacle, or "spec," performance of King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba in Cincinnati, Ohio. In the American circus, the spec developed as a procession that took place around the hippodrome track inside the big top, or circus tent, featuring as many of the performers and animals as the circus director was able to costume. John Robinson's Circus was especially known for its dazzling productions of King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, which offered a prime opportunity to showcase the exotic camels, lions, elephants, and tigers in the circus's menagerie as well as dancing girls and other artists. John Robinson's Circus was a typical, average-sized circus that would travel by railroad to different cities and towns. The tent shown here holds three display rings, two of which can be seen. The tent is held up by center poles, two rows of quarter poles, and the side poles. Aerial rigging can be seen suspended above the rings from the tops of the poles. The area between the rings and the seating, known as the hippodrome track, was used for specs and other presentations.
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