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                        Sean Lester (1888--1959) was an Irish journalist and government official who held important positions in the League of Nations. A Protestant who was educated at the Methodist College in Belfast, he nonetheless supported Irish independence and was a member of Sinn Fein. Following the establishment of the Irish Free State in 1922, he joined the country's foreign ministry and in 1929 became Ireland's representative to the League of Nations. He chaired committees attempting to resolve territorial disputes between Peru and Colombia and between Bolivia and Paraguay, and he was involved in efforts by the League to end the Japanese invasion of Manchuria. In 1933 he joined the League as an international civil servant, becoming in January 1934 the high commissioner for the free city of Danzig (present-day Gdańsk, Poland), then under League administration. In 1939 he was named deputy secretary-general of the League. With the resignation of Secretary-General Joseph Avenol, in September 1940 Lester became acting secretary-general and in that capacity worked with a skeleton staff to keep the organization in operation throughout World War II. In April 1946 he presided over the dissolution of the League and the transfer of its property to the new United Nations Organization. This photograph of Lester is from the archives of the League of Nations in Geneva. The archives were inscribed on the UNESCO Memory of the World register in 2010.
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Names
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        Boesch, Charles-Edouard, 1885-1961 Photographer.
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            
                Created / Published
            
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        Geneva : [publisher not identified], [1929 to 1946]
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    
        
        
        
            Headings
        
        

        	
                - 
                
                    
                        Ireland
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        1929 to 1946
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        League of Nations
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Lester, Sean, 1888-1959
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Memory of the World
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Portrait photographs
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Portraits
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        World War, 1914-1918
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Notes
        
        

        	
                - 
                
                    
                        Title devised, in English, by Library staff.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Original resource extent: 1 photograph ; 14.1 x 10.4 centimeters.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Reference extracted from World Digital Library: Michael J. Kennedy, "Lester, Sean (1888--1959)," Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Original resource at: United Nations Office at Geneva Library.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Description based on data extracted from World Digital Library, which may be extracted from partner institutions.
                    
                
                


        
    

    
        
        
        
            Medium
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        1 online resource.
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Source Collection
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        League of Nations Archives
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    
        
        
        
            Digital Id
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.wdl/wdl.11567
                    
                
                


        
    

    
        
        
        
            Library of Congress Control Number
        
        

        	2021670570


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Online Format
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        compressed data
                    
                
                
	
                
                
                    
                        image
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



    
        LCCN Permalink
    

    	
        https://lccn.loc.gov/2021670570
        





























    Additional Metadata Formats


	
     MARCXML Record 
    
	
     MODS Record 
    
	
     Dublin Core Record 
    






    IIIF Presentation Manifest


	
     Manifest (JSON/LD) 
    










        
        


        

            
            
























    Part of

    	
            United Nations Office at Geneva Library
                (44)
        
	
            World Digital Library - Partner Items
                (5,089)
        
	
            World Digital Library
                (19,408)
        
	
            Library of Congress Online Catalog
                (1,593,320)
        








    
    Format

    	
        
                Photo, Print, Drawing
                
        


    
    Contributor

    	
        
                Boesch, Charles-Edouard
                
        


    
    Dates

    	
        
                1929
                
        


    
    Location

    	
        
                Ireland
                
        


    
    Language

    	
        
                No Linguistic Content
                
        
	
        
                Not Applicable
                
        


    
    Subject

    	
        
                1929 to 1946
                
        
	
        
                Ireland
                
        
	
        
                League of Nations
                
        
	
        
                Lester, Sean
                
        
	
        
                Memory of the World
                
        
	
        
                Portrait Photographs
                
        
	
        
                Portraits
                
        
	
        
                World War
                
        


    














            

        

    






    




    Rights & Access


    
        

        
        The Library of Congress is unaware of any copyright or other restrictions in the World Digital Library Collection. Absent any such restrictions, these materials are free to use and reuse. Researchers are encouraged to review the source information attached to each item. For information on contacting WDL partner organizations, see this archived list of partners

The Library asks that researchers approach the materials in this collection with respect for the culture and sensibilities of the people whose lives, ideas, and creativity are documented here.

Credit Line: [Original Source citation], World Digital Library

More about Copyright and other Restrictions

For additional information and contact information for many of the partner organizations, see this archived capture of the World Digital Library site from 2021.

For guidance about compiling full citations consult Citing Primary Sources.

        

        

        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    








    







    Cite This Item


    

        
        
        Citations are generated automatically from bibliographic data as
        a convenience, and may not be complete or accurate.
        


        
        Chicago citation style:

        Boesch, Charles-Edouard,  Photographer. Sean Lester. Ireland, 1929. [Geneva: Publisher Not Identified,  to 1946] Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2021670570/.

        


        
        APA citation style:

        Boesch, C. (1929) Sean Lester. Ireland, 1929. [Geneva: Publisher Not Identified,  to 1946] [Photograph] Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2021670570/.

        


        
        MLA citation style:

        Boesch, Charles-Edouard,  Photographer. Sean Lester. [Geneva: Publisher Not Identified,  to 1946] Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, <www.loc.gov/item/2021670570/>.

        

    














    






    
    More items like this

    
	
        



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Photo, Print, Drawing
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Joseph Avenol.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
M. J. Avenol
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Joseph Avenol (1879--1952) was a French diplomat who served as the secretary-general of the League of Nations in the years leading up to World War II. After a career in the French...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                        Date:
                        1933-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Photo, Print, Drawing
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Marie Curie.
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