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                        Text is an excellent authority on Arabic names for the stars and constellations; includes depictions of celestial constellations. Persian note before beginning of text claims that this book written in 820 H [1417], but the note probably dates from the 18th century when the book was rebound.
                    
                
                
	
                
                
                    
                        The astronomer 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Umar al-Sufi, commonly known as al-Sufi, was born in Persia (present-day Iran) in 903 A.D. and died in 986. He worked in Isfahan and in Baghdad, and is known for his translation from Greek into Arabic of the Almagest by the ancient astronomer Ptolemy. Al-Sufi's most famous work is Kitab suwar al-kawakib (Book of the constellations of the fixed stars), which he published around 964. In this work, al-Sufi describes the 48 constellations that were established by Ptolemy and adds criticisms and corrections of his own. For each of the constellations, he provides the indigenous Arab names for their stars, drawings of the constellations, and a table of stars showing their locations and magnitude. Al-Sufi's book spurred further work on astronomy in the Arabic and Islamic worlds, and exercised a huge influence on the development of science in Europe. The work was frequently copied and translated. This copy, from the collections of the Library of Congress, was produced somewhere in south or central Asia, circa 1730, and is an exact copy of a manuscript, now lost, prepared for Ulug Beg of Samarkand (present-day Uzbekistan) in 1417 [820 A.H.]. The Bibliothèque nationale de France has a manuscript of the Kitab suwar al-kawakib that was prepared for Ulug Beg in 1436. World Digital Library.
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                        1 Muḥarram 820 H [18 February 1417].
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    
        
        
        
            Headings
        
        

        	
                - 
                
                    
                        Astronomy, Arab--Early works to 1800
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Constellations--Early works to 1800
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Manuscripts, Arabic--Washington (D.C.)
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Stars--Names--Early works to 1800
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Notes
        
        

        	
                - 
                
                    
                        Fol. 1b-173a.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Illustrations (some colored) and tables.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
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                        Naskhi script; 19 lines in written area, 16 x 9 cm.
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                        Paper:  yellowed cream, watermarks, first two and last leaves repaired, dark stains on fol. 1a; traces of humidity on edges of paper.  Text in black, with rubricated headings and captions. Illustrations of constellations have colored ink and gold-colored pigment.  Catchwords on rectos. Some diacritical marks.
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                          A commentary on al-Jighmīnī's book on astronomy, al-Mulakhkhaṣ fī al-hayʼah. The author of this commentary, Ṣalāh al-Din Musa ibn Muḥammad, also known as Qādī Zāda (the son of the judge), was born...
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                          As the introduction (fol. 1b) notes, this text summarizes and simplifies Kashf al-ḥaqāʼiq fī ḥisāb al-daraj wa-al-daqāʼiq by Aḥmad ibn Rajab Ibn al-Majdī, 1366-1447, which calculates the movement of celestial bodies. This...
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