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                        Surahs from the Qur'an in the black Persian naskh script, headings are white thuluth script.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        At the very bottom of the left folio appears the heading of the next chapter (54), i.e,. Surat al-Qamar (The Moon), followed by an initial bismillah.  The heading is executed much like the heading of Surat al-Waqi'ah on the right side of the fragment, and specifies that it consists of 55 verses revealed in Mecca.  However, unlike the heading on the left, this illuminated heading omits a subsequent decorative band of blue floral designs.  The continuation of Surat al-Qamar appears on the fragment's verso (1-88-154.167 V, left).
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        On the left side of this folio appear the last verses (55-78) of the 55th chapter of the Qur'an entitled Surat al-Rahman (The Most Gracious).  These immediately precede the beginning of the 56th chapter of the Qur'an, entitled al-Waqi'ah (The Inevitable), located on the right side of the fragment's recto (see 1-88-154.167 R). Surat al-Rahman is the 6th chapter of a series of surahs dealing with the Day of Judgment and the Hereafter.  It is highly poetic and repeats the question "Then which of the favors of your God will you deny?" 31 times throughout its verses, thus giving the text an almost lyrical feeling.  In the left margin appears the same gold and blue round juz' marker as found in the right margin of the same folio.  Finally, the last verse (78) of the chapter includes the expression "Blessed be the name of your Lord" (tabaraka ismu rabbika) written in gold ink.  It is not unusual to find the name of God (Allah) or his epithets and synonyms (Rabb) picked out in gold ink.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        On the top of the left side of this fragment appears the last verses (38-62) of the 53rd chapter of the Qur'an entitled al-Najm (The Star).  On the fifth line appears a red marginal gloss providing an alternate pronunciation for one of the words (al-awlah, "the first") in the text.  At the very end of Surat al-Najm at the bottom of the folio appears a beautifully executed marginal roundel.  It contains the word sajdah (prostration) written in gold on a blue ground, thus marking the place for prayer before reading the next surah.
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                        The verso of this  Qur'anic fragment includes verses from two different chapters in the Qur'an.  On the right side appear verses 1-20 of the 54th chapter of the Qur'an entitled Surat al-Qamar (The Moon).  These verses continue the  surah's heading and initial bismillah as found on the right side of the fragment's recto (see 1-88-154.167 R).  Surat al-Qamar is the fifth in a series of chapters dealing with the Day of Judgment and the Hereafter.  It warns men not to reject God's Message, as did many others.  In the left margin appear corrections and comments executed in red ink: for example, the spelling of one word (khushsh'an, "gathering") has been corrected in the margin.  At the center of the right margin appears a round section (juz') marker with the word "eight" (thaman) written in gold on a blue ground.
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                        This Qur'anic fragment includes verses from three different chapters in the Qur'an.  On the right side, the fragment contains the first 24 verses of the 56th chapter of the Qur'an entitled al-Waqi'ah (The Inevitable).  The surah's heading appears at the very top of the right folio, written in white ink on a gold ground and framed by a horizontal cartouche decorated with vine motifs on a blue or red background.  Below the frame appears a simple horizontal band of light blue floral vines and minuscule red dots contained in a gold-outlined panel.  The heading specifies that al-Waqi'ah consists of 96 verses and belongs to the Meccan period.  These first few verses, much like the rest of the surah, are devoted to describing the Day of Judgment, Paradise, and the Hereafter.  In Paradise, the faithful will recline on couches and will be served a variety of foods and drinks (Q 56: 15-21).
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                        When folded in half, this fragment yields continuous verses ranging from Q 53:38 to Q 54:20 and Q 55:55 to Q 56:24.  Other folios folded in half inside this particular folio would have contained the now missing
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                          Qajar Iranian Interlinear Qur'an, Arabic with Persian interpretation. Although not as refined as some Persian interlinear Qur'ans made for Safavid rulers (Bayani et al 1999: 138-45, cat. no. 45), this fragment reveals...
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                          An example of a "Fatihah" which introduces the Qur'an by praising God. 'Aliriza may be the 19th-century Persian calligrapher 'Aliriza b. Hajji Muhammad Ja'far, who executed a calligraphic work dated 1258/1842 now...
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                          Qajar era Shi'i Gulzar calligraphic panel of prayers with illustrauions of the 12 Imams written in thuluth, naskh, nasta'liq, shikastah, tawqi', and Kufi scripts by the calligrapher Husayn Zarrin Qalam. All around...
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                          An Arabic poem written in black Naskh script by 19th century Iranian calligrapher and Naskh-revivalist: Vassal-i Shirazi (d. 1262/1846). Dimensions of Written Surface: 10.3 (w) x 17.8 (h) cm On the final...
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                          Prayer (Du'a) for forgiveness in Arabic written in Naskh script by the 19th century Iranian calligrapher and Naskh-revivalist: Vassal-i Shirazi (d. 1262/1846). Dimensions of Written Surface: 12.5 (w) x 20 (h) cm...
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                          During the late 1920s, early 1930s, and 1990s the Library of Congress acquired a large collection of Arabic script calligraphy sheets. This collection presents 373 Arabic calligraphy sheets, ranging from the 9th...
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                          A collection of extremely rare illustrated lithographed editions of Ferdowsi's famous national epic of Persia, The Book of Kings. The present collection offers the complete text of a total of thirteen lithographed...
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                          Islamic law goes into great detail on the subject of the division of inheritances (farā'id) among heirs. For this reason, inheritances have received extensive treatment in books of fiqh (Islamic law) and...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Mansuri Collection (Library of Congress) - Ḥamīdī, ʻabd Al-Raḥmān Ibn Aḥmad Ibn ʻalī
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1589
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Kitāb al-Munqidh min al-halakah fī dafʻ maḍārr al-sumūm al-muhlikah
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
كتاب المنقذ من الهلكة في دفع مضار السموم المهلكة
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Manuscript is a medical work on poisons and their antidotes, and discusses poisons from plants, animals, and minerals. It consists of 3 essays: the first begins with a table of contexts (fol....
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