
Top of page














    Skip to main content
    
        
            
            







    
        [image: ]
        Library of Congress
    



            
            
            







    Search
    
    

    
        Everything
Audio Recordings
Books/Printed Material
Films, Videos
Legislation
Manuscripts/Mixed Material
Maps
Notated Music
Newspapers
Periodicals
Personal Narratives
Photos, Prints, Drawings
Software, E-Resources
Web Archives
Web Pages
3D Objects


    

    
        
        
            
        

    

    Search

    
    
    
    



    
    Search toggle



            
            
            







    
        menu 
    
    
        	Discover
	Services
	Visit
	Education
	Connect
	About


        	Ask a Librarian
	Help
	Contact


        	Search Online Catalog
	Copyright.gov
	Congress.gov


    



            
        

    




















    
        
            
            
            
            
                










     Share
    	
                
                    [image: Facebook]
                
            
	
                
                    [image: Twitter]
                
            
	
                
                    [image: Copy Link]
                
            




            
        

    








    
    [bookmark: skip-to-content]
    
    
    
    















    
    
    

    










    




    
        
        
        
            
            
                
                Manuscript/Mixed Material
                
            
            
        
        
        
        

        

        Gulzar calligraphic panel

        
    













    
    Back to Search Results












    

    

    
    
    
        
        







    
    









    

    

    
        
        

            
            
                
                View Enlarged Image
                
            
            

            


    
    [image: ]






        
    

    
    


    



    
        

    
        
            
            
        
    








    
    
        
            
            
                Download:
            
            PDF
JPEG (298x187px)
                            
                            
JPEG (596x374px)
                            
                            
JPEG (1193x748px)
                            
                            
JPEG (2387x1496px)
                            
                            
JPEG (4774x2992px)
                            
                            
JPEG2000 (2.1 MB)
                            
TIFF (40.9 MB)
                            


            Go
            

        
    












    




    








        
    

    

    

    
    
        




    
    About this Item

    
    
        
        
            









    
        
        
        
            Title
        
        

        	Gulzar calligraphic panel


        
    

    

    
        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Names
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        Husayn Zarrin Qalam
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            
                Created / Published
            
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        1212/1797-8
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    
        
        
        
            Headings
        
        

        	
                - 
                
                    
                        Calligraphy, Arabic
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Calligraphy, Persian
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Manuscripts, Arabic--Washington (D.C.)
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Manuscripts, Persian--Washington (D.C.)
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Iran
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Arabic script calligraphy
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Gulzar
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Illuminated Islamic manuscripts
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Islamic calligraphy
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Islamic manuscripts
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Shikastah
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Nasta'liq
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Thuluth
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Naskh
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Tawqi'
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Kufi
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Notes
        
        

        	
                - 
                
                    
                        Qajar era Shi'i Gulzar calligraphic panel of prayers with illustrauions of the 12 Imams written in thuluth, naskh, nasta'liq, shikastah, tawqi', and Kufi scripts by the calligrapher Husayn Zarrin Qalam.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        All around the larger letters composed in the nasta'liq style and filled with motifs appear smaller Shi'i prayers purposefully executed in a number of different scripts.  These include thuluth, naskh, nasta'liq, shikastah, tawqi', and Kufi.  One inscription is even written in reverse, as if executed with the help of a mirror.  The sheer variety of these scripts, along with the larger central gulzar composition, was intended to showcase Husayn Zarrin Qalam's mastery of all the major calligraphic scripts.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Another gulzar panel by the same calligrapher (though misidentified) was published in Yasin Safadi's "Islamic Calligraphy" (Boulder, CO: Shambhala, 1979), p. 110, fig. 123.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Dimensions of Written Surface: 34.5 (w) x 21 (h) cm
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        This calligraphic panel executed in black and red on a white ground decorated in gold contains a number of prayers (du'as) directed to God, the Prophet Muhammad, and his son-in-law 'Ali.  The letters of the larger words are executed in nasta'liq script and filled with various decorative motifs, animals, and human figures.  The human figures standing side-by-side in the central horizontal letter represent the eleven Shi'i imams and (a kneeling) Imam 'Ali, holding his double-edged sword Dhu al-Fiqar.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        This decorative style of script, filled with various motifs, is called gulzar, which literally means "rose garden" or "full of flowers" (Safwat 1996, 106, cat. no. 52).  It is usually applied to the interior of inscriptions executed in nasta'liq such as this one.  The gulzar script was popular in Iran during the late 18th and 19th centuries.  This piece -- written (tahrir shud) by the callligrapher Husayn Zarrin Qalam ("Husayn of the Golden Pen") for Husayn Khan Sultan in 1212/1797-8 -- dates to the early period of Qajar rule in Iran (1785-1925).
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Script: gulzar
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        1-85-154.95
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Near East scanned
                    
                
                


        
    

    
        
        
        
            Medium
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        1 volume ; 36.9 (w) x 22.6 (h) cm
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Repository
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        Library of Congress African and Middle Eastern Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
                    
                
                


        
    

    
        
        
        
            Digital Id
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.amed/ascs.138
                    
                
                


        
    

    
        
        
        
            Library of Congress Control Number
        
        

        	2019714627


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Online Format
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        pdf
                    
                
                
	
                
                
                    
                        image
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



    
        LCCN Permalink
    

    	
        https://lccn.loc.gov/2019714627
        





























    Additional Metadata Formats


	
     MARCXML Record 
    
	
     MODS Record 
    
	
     Dublin Core Record 
    






    IIIF Presentation Manifest


	
     Manifest (JSON/LD) 
    










        
        


        

            
            
























    Part of

    	
            Selections of Prayer Materials from Africa, the Middle East and Central Asia
                (118)
        
	
            Selections of Arabic, Persian, and Ottoman Calligraphy
                (273)
        
	
            African and Middle Eastern Division
                (5,780)
        
	
            Library of Congress Online Catalog
                (1,592,464)
        








    
    Format

    	
        
                Manuscript/Mixed Material
                
        


    
    Contributor

    	
        
                Husayn Zarrin Qalam
                
        


    
    Dates

    	
        
                1797
                
        


    
    Location

    	
        
                Iran
                
        
	
        
                Washington D.C.
                
        


    
    Language

    	
        
                Arabic
                
        
	
        
                Persian
                
        


    
    Subject

    	
        
                Arabic Script Calligraphy
                
        
	
        
                Calligraphy, Arabic
                
        
	
        
                Calligraphy, Persian
                
        
	
        
                Gulzar
                
        
	
        
                Illuminated Islamic Manuscripts
                
        
	
        
                Iran
                
        
	
        
                Islamic Calligraphy
                
        
	
        
                Islamic Manuscripts
                
        
	
        
                Kufi
                
        
	
        
                Manuscripts, Arabic
                
        
	
        
                Manuscripts, Persian
                
        
	
        
                Naskh
                
        
	
        
                Nasta'liq
                
        
	
        
                Shikastah
                
        
	
        
                Tawqi
                
        
	
        
                Thuluth
                
        
	
        
                Washington (D.C.)
                
        


    














            

        

    






    




    Rights & Access


    
        

        
        The Library of Congress believes that most of the materials in this  collection are in the public domain or have no known copyright  restrictions and are free to use and reuse.

The exception is the materials from  the Africana Historic Postcard Collection. Some items in that collection may be rights-restricted.

Credit Line

Please cite the source collection title, collection number, and repository, for example:

Library of Congress, African and Middle East Division, Near East Section Persian Manuscript Collection

Library of Congress, African and Middle Eastern Division, Armenian Rarities

More about Copyright and other Restrictions.

For guidance about compiling full citations consult Citing Primary Sources.


        

        

        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    








    







    Cite This Item


    

        
        
        Citations are generated automatically from bibliographic data as
        a convenience, and may not be complete or accurate.
        


        
        Chicago citation style:

        Husayn Zarrin Qalam. Gulzar Calligraphic Panel. /1797-8, 1797. Manuscript/Mixed Material. https://www.loc.gov/item/2019714627/.

        


        
        APA citation style:

        Husayn Zarrin Qalam. (1797) Gulzar Calligraphic Panel. /1797-8. [Manuscript/Mixed Material] Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2019714627/.

        


        
        MLA citation style:

        Husayn Zarrin Qalam. Gulzar Calligraphic Panel. /1797-8, 1797. Manuscript/Mixed Material. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, <www.loc.gov/item/2019714627/>.

        

    














    






    
    More items like this

    
	
        



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Manuscript/Mixed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Moral lesson (hikayat) on friendship
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          An excerpt from Sa'di's (d. 691/1292) "Gulistan" (The Rose Garden), with anecdotal stories (hikayat), written in black Shikastah-Nasta'liq Script in 17th-18th Cent. Iran. Calligraphic sheets written in shikastah-nasta'liq script similar to this...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                        Date:
                        16??
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Manuscript/Mixed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Qur'anic verse (14:7) on blue and white marble paper
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Qur'anic verse (14:7) Surat Ibrahim (Abraham), written in Thuluth, Persian Naskh, and Tawqi' scripts, Safavid or Ottoman era Marbled paper (ebru in Turkish, or Kaghaz-i abri in Persian) calligraphic tradition. Dimensions of...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Abu Muhammad Khan Al-Ma'rashi
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        17??
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Manuscript/Mixed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Siyah Mashq
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Qajar era Siyah Mashq Calligraphy based on Nasta'liq script 19th cent. Shekastah (Broken) Script. A number of other siyah mashq sheets are held in the Library of Congress. See in particular 1-87-154.45,...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                        Date:
                        18??
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Manuscript/Mixed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Siyah Mashq
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Qajar era Siyah Mashq Calligraphy based on Nasta'liq script 19th cent. Shekastah (Broken) Script. A number of other siyah mashq sheets are held in the Library of Congress. See in particular 1-84-154.44,...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                        Date:
                        18??
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Manuscript/Mixed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Siyah Mashq
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Qajar era Siyah Mashq Calligraphy based on Nasta'liq script 19th cent. Shekastah (Broken) Script. A number of other siyah mashq sheets are held in the Library of Congress. See in particular 1-84-154.44,...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                        Date:
                        18??
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    









    







    






    You might also like

    
	
        



	
    
        
            




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








        
    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Selections of Arabic, Persian, and Ottoman calligraphy
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          During the late 1920s, early 1930s, and 1990s the Library of Congress acquired a large collection of Arabic script calligraphy sheets. This collection presents 373 Arabic calligraphy sheets, ranging from the 9th...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Library of Congress. National Digital Library Program - Library of Congress. African and Middle Eastern Division
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        200?
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Newspaper
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                National savings bank (Washington, D.C.), January 1, 1868
            
        

        
        
        
        

        
            
        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library, Chapel Hill, Nc
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1868-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
        
            




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








        
    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Shāhnāmah editions
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
Lithographed editions of Firdawsī's Shāhnāmah | Firdawsī's Shāhnāmah | Book of kings
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          A collection of extremely rare illustrated lithographed editions of Ferdowsi's famous national epic of Persia, The Book of Kings. The present collection offers the complete text of a total of thirteen lithographed...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Marzolph, Ulrich - Firdawsī
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        18??
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
        
            




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








        
    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Arabische, persische und türkische Handschriften in Leipzig : Geschichte ihrer Sammlung und Erschliessung von den Anfängen ...
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Oiginally published as the author's thesis (Magister)--Universität Leipzig, 2007. Includes bibliographical references.
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Liebrenz, Boris
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        2008
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Kitāb al-Munqidh min al-halakah fī dafʻ maḍārr al-sumūm al-muhlikah
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
كتاب المنقذ من الهلكة في دفع مضار السموم المهلكة
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Manuscript is a medical work on poisons and their antidotes, and discusses poisons from plants, animals, and minerals. It consists of 3 essays: the first begins with a table of contexts (fol....
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Idqī, Muṣṭafá - Wasīm, ʻabbās - Ṣidqī, Muṣṭafá - Fikrī, Muḥammad - Ibn Al-Mubārak, Al-Ḥasan Ibn Abī Thaʻlab
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1431-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    









    
    















    

    












    







    






     Back to top



    
        
            Follow Us
            	
                    
                        [image: Email]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Facebook]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Twitter]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Youtube]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Pinterest]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Flickr]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress Instagram]
                    
                
	
                    
                        [image: Library of Congress iTunesU]
                    
                
	Take our survey External


        

        
            
                
                	Accessibility
	Legal
	Inspector General
	External Link Disclaimer
	USA.gov
	Careers
	Contact
	Media
	Donate
	Shop


                
            

            
                	[image: Congress.gov]
	[image: United States Copyright Office]


            

        

    






    





















    











