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                        Muhammad ibn Isma'il al-Bukhari (810-70) was born in Bukhara, in present-day Uzbekistan, and died in Khartank, near Samarkand. He is considered by Sunni Muslims to be the most authoritative collector of hadiths--reports of statements or deeds attributed to the Prophet Muhammad. This work, completed in 846, is al-Bukhari's best-known collection. It was the first work of its kind exclusively dedicated to hadiths, and is the most authoritative of the so-called Six Books--canonical collections that were written down some 200 years after the death of Prophet Muhammad. These books ultimately cemented the role of hadith as the second most important source of Islamic jurisprudence after the Qurʼan. In its entirety, Sahīh al-Bukhārī (sahih means authentic or correct) has 97 kitāb (books). This beautiful North African manuscript in Maghribi script contains books 59-64: Badʼ al-khalq (Beginning of the creation), Aḥādīth al-anbiyā (Sayings of the prophets), al-Manāqib (The virtues), Faḍl aṣḥāb al-nabī (Merits of the companions of the Prophet), Manāqib al-anṣār (Virtues of the Prophet's Medina supporters), and al-Maghazī (The battles). Although the division of Sahīh al-Bukhārī into 97 books is well known and remains unchanged, copyists and modern-day publishers have produced the mammoth work in a varying number of volumes, depending on how much they add to it from the large body of work that had grown with it over the centuries. The six books in this manuscript copy make a complete third volume of an unknown number of volumes that might or might not have existed. The manuscript sections have elaborate titles in blue and yellow in various combinations, scattered notes and corrections in the margins, and catchwords on rectos. The text, by an unknown scribe, is in black ink with rubrication on cream laid paper and is enclosed by a border of two red lines. The work has an elaborate ʻunwan (decorative panel at the start of a treatise) and colophon. Attempts to collect hadiths began during the Prophet Muhammad's life and continued for the next two centuries, but it was al-Bukhari who established the underpinnings for a clear methodology of authentication and used it to collect hadiths. As the theological and political schism between Sunni and Shia Muslims grew, the issue of authentication became more important. In terms of authenticity, Sunni Muslim scholars typically classify hadiths into six categories, depending on the authority of their isnad (chain of transmitters). A hadith can be sahih (authentic), hasan (good), da'if (weak), mawdhu'a (fabricated), or munkar (denounced). Typically, hadiths that are classified as sahih or hasan can be used in jurisprudence. As the title of this work suggests, Sahīh al-Bukhārī includes only authentic hadiths. Differences between Sunni and Shia hadith traditions largely center on the reliability of the transmitters. World Digital Library.
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                        Maghribī script; 19 lines in written area 15.5 x 12.2 cm.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Manuscript
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Name of scribe not indicated.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        North Africa.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Paper: cream-color laid paper with horizontal chain lines, no watermarks; black ink with rubrication, text block enclosed within border of two red lines; elaborate ʻunwan and colophon; sections have elaborate titles in blue, yelow in various combinations; scattered notes and corrections in the margins; catchwords on rectos.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Red leather envelope binding with embossed medallion in center and decorations in each of the four corners all with floral designs; binding has been rebacked and mended in matching leather.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Title from folio 1a.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
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                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Ibn Al-Ṣāyigh, ʻabd Al-Raḥmān - Ṭūsī, Aḥmad Ibn Abī Al-Ḥasan - Jammāʻīlī, ʻabd Al-Ghanī Ibn ʻabd Al-Wāḥid
                        
                    
                



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
        
            




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








        
    

    
        
        
        
            
            Manuscript/Mixed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Ḥadīth al-ʻarbaʻīn
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
حديث العربعين /
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Nawawī's collection of forty hadith.
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