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Text of a $peech
| by
1f.-Gen. W-R.-Marshall K.C.B., 6.0.C.-in-Chiel in IMesopotamia,

_—-‘r.' A

T 7 “on the occasion of a Piblic Gathering at Bagbdad in aid of
] re | ewediete -

The Red -Cross.

B S e e i

e G e N

7 ’ " “This is the first occasion since the occupation on which the people of Baghdad and the British

Army have met together for a common purpose. It is fitting that the immediate reason of the
| '.“ s sheuld be to assist the Red Cross, which stands for humanity, and 15 independent of race
et fcreed. - I is fitting that it should take place on May the 24th which is kept as Empire Day by
“%hg-ﬁnfpbror's subjects all over the world. It is a day celebrated not only by the Anglo-Saxon
” but by,zli; peoples of whatever creed and origin who dwell under the protection of the British

ol flag, and live their own lives under institutions suited to their own conditions.

&

l)’» I am’'much’gratified to learn of the notable success which has attended the appeal to the treops
F );;the civl population of Mesopotamia. - The figures are not yet complete, and | am therefore
Wl tnable to anncunce them, but it is certain that they are very creditable to the people of this country,
- 3ad ]%ha"jﬂg - fail to telegraph the result to the Headquarters of the Red Cross in.London, for sub-
‘m on'to"His Majesty, in order that it may be known to all that the people of Mesopotamia are not
‘ Samind(d] - of - the claims of charity, nor unappreciative, of the results already attained during the past

by the co-operation of British and local energies in furthering the prosperity of the country.

od

{ 1 fully realize, as Commander-in-Chiief, how many inconveniences are necessarily imposed on

| ;)'E‘cif'il";mp'ul.}lion*by military exigencies.. -Restrictions of movement, restrictions of tradeé, restrictions

L. B of liberty, all these are uhavoidable in time of war, and it is my sincere desire that they shall be, as

W litle burdensone as is possible consistently with our. military ends. . For the present I can only advise

ou to have.p :tience, and to remember that these restrictions probably press less Wardly upon the
‘:eopE“bf Mcfopotamia than upon tht people of any belligerent country.

R e

'

- e

o

@4 the-oseupation of Baghddd my distinguished predécessor ‘announced in the King's name that
Was our intention to establish institutions under which the people of the country might ‘develop
é'_prospcr along their own linss, and invited you to participate in_ the management of your civil
irs. ~ A year has now passad and we have advanced far beyond Baghdad, and though the end
bl the war s not in sight, | think it thay be fairly claimed that the ideals set forth in that Proclamation

Heing fulfilled wherever we are in occupation.

-y

A

-

e
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—
™
S A e e
o —— _

“Thahks in ho small dsgree to the ready help which the military administration has received from

| S the inhabitants of the land, we may rejoice this year, under Providence, at the prospects of abundent
harvests and of a general prosperity dnexampled in ‘any ofher Gountry in-timé of 4war, and" scarcely

e g Ay '
“eqtialled in'this counitry in time of peace.

n T

™ The methods by which this lias been “attairied are an carnest of our intentions and .a happy

, - 0men for the future. _
, ',R“ *. Onceagain I thank you for yout libérality and trust that-many opportunities will arise in the
. future for similar fraternal gatherings.”
|
'.,f
| .
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