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It by manafsctured, Trade and com-
merco are alies to the tastes of the
fnhabitants, who follow only agri.
cultural or pastoral pureaits.

Government, — The govers.
ment s & monarehy, but the author.
ity of the raler over soch turbulent
sabjects Is very uncertais, The
kingdom s divided into provinoes,
In each of which is an oficer who
collects tho taxes, In the towns
Justice B administered by the cadis,
but they are rarely rosorted to,
the Afghan geserally preferring to
avenge his own wrongs, especlally
where blood has been sbed, the kill-
ing of the murderer becoming a
family duty. The npatives are
divided Into clans over which the
chiefs exercise a specles of su.
PrEmAcy.

Resources.~Sllver, gold, lron,
lead, antimony, zine, coal, and many
other minerals, exist in this coustry,
but as there are meither roads nor
navigablo rivers the expemse of
transportation Is oo great 1o allow
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Soarx or Mires, {

we e e e r/
| J-Lu-:tm,nmw N Chngn. !

€A

of succesaful minfng, Carpets, felts
and silks aro the chiof manufactured
articles, but statistics efther of
manufactures or exposts ar 5ol ob.
talnakle,

Population.—As o the popa.

the Mountains to India,

AFCHANISTAN.

2, This is the name usaally applied to the great elevated
f plateau sitzated 1o the north of Beloockistan and extending
n froes tho Hisdoo Koosl 1o the Perslan frontier, Speakiog
geoenally, its boundaries may be gives as from 80 to 83°
eceth Istitude and from 63 80 T0* east longitude, Its ex-
tresso Jeogth et and west Is nbout €00 miles, its groatest
breadih 400 miles, and In the entire absenco of surveys i
ares may be estimated at mearly 200000 square smiles
Much of this country ls, however, practically independent
of the rulo of the Ameer of Afghanistan, and peopled by
1ribes differing In many respects frozs the Afghass proper.
The platesu has an aversge elevatbon of 4,000 feet, and
thero are many mountaln ranges of great height. The
coustry is falrly well watered by the Kabu), Helmand,
Arghandab, Lom, Khasdrad, Farmab, and other streams,
and contalns some lakes, mostly sallme. Kabal, Ghazal,
Kandahar and Herat aro the chief cltbes, No country of
equal extent prosents sach diversdtbes of clisaate, In Kabul
» the snow les for two or three mooths asd at Ghaenl the
) thermometer sinks to 10* and eves 15° bolow zero (Fabren-

- 1 \ helt), On the other hand, the beat st Giribsk and all
Ko SA M N | tirough Kandahar during™The summer is intense, somo
)7 ‘1 16 times reaching lo August 115° to 120° Fahironheit, while

! tho simooms render life almost insupportable. S0 great is

] 240 the difference In elevation that it has been said of Kabal
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| that at a day's joaroey froas it snow never falls and st two
W 145" % y hours® journey seow never melts.

Agricultural Resources.—Thesoll of Afghsnistan
varies a3 much as its cimate. Thero are sandy wastes,
rocky mountain slopes and fruitful valleys well watered
and sheltered from the winds. On the terraces up to &
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BELOOCHISTAN — Mountaias, Provinces, Rivers and Towss,
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Rivers—continued. | Top,  Towma—costinued. | Pop.  Tuwna—contiswnd. | Pop.  Towm —continwed, | Pop.  Towns—continwed. Torwns—conlinund, !
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Beight of 6,000 or 7,000 feet all the fruits and vegetables of
Europe do well, In the south the stgarcase and cotton
are grown, whilo in the cases of the sasdy districts the
datopalm abounds and forms & lange part of the food of
B¢ people, though wheat §s the staple.  Rice, milles, bar-
loy, corn, bentils and tobacco are growa for home consamp-
ton, Madder, saffron asd the castoroil plant are also
cultivated, the greater part of the product belng exported.
The mulberry fourishes ku the cool valleys and ks used for
the reariog of slik worms, The successful prosecuting of
ngricultural pursuits is fmposaible, however, [2 & country
wihere war is the chlef occupation of the lahabitants, where
there 1s mo settled government and where the methods of
cultivation have remalned unchasged for conturios. The
population Increases very slowly, if a1 all, and evea with
the rude and imperfect system of agriculture which Is in
vogue, suffickent food is raised for the subwistence of the
inkabitants. The country is very well wooded, the moun-«
tain sides belog clothed with noble forests, whose timber,
however, is not used, These siretchies of woodland abound
la wolves, bears and foxes, while the Hoo, leopand asd tiger
are fousd in the warmer districts of the country., The
priocipal domestic anlmals are tho sheep, camel, cow and
borse, The Iatter are of good size and quality, and num.
bers of them are exported. Thero is a fine varlety of
sheep of the Persian bereed that is largely grown for its
wool, large quastities of which are seot 10 Sindh, whero

Mountain
Ranges and Ponks.
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Map of Afghanistan, showing the location of the Passes through

lation it may be anywhero between
2,500,000 and 5,000,000 ; most re-
cent estimates place It at about
4,200,000, and of this number nearly
two-thinls are Afghans and Pathans,
who are Mobammedans. These mces are brave and war.
like, independent, hospltable and gencrous, but with an
unconquenble aversion to work and a deplorable teodeacy
to robbery and giolemce. A distingulshed ofieer who bad
intimate dealings with them for many years sams them up
in the words, *“ nothing can be finer than their physique or
worse than thelir morale

History,—The existence of Afghanistan as a nation
dates from the reign of Almed Khan, 174717728 This
yousg soldier received tho suffrages of the assembled
chiefs and amumed kingly authority. He defeated the
Malirsttas with great slaughter at Paniput in 1761, and left
1o his som Timur a kivgdom extead|ng from the Oxus to the
Indus, with Sinde, Beloochistan and Khorassan s tributary
provinces. A loog period of anarchy followed the death of
Timar (1783), the Panjaud was lost, Sinde cast off s
allegiance, asd Persian conquest threatened Herat. An
English embassador reached Peshawar [n 1809, and fn 1857
a permanent resldent at the court of the Ameer was ap-
pointed.  Dost Mohammed Khan falled to give the gusma-
toos required, and in 183539 he was deposed by a British
foroe, which took Ghaznl by storm, and after a short and
succosmfu] casspalgn returned to Indls, leavisg an srmy of
occupation of about 8000 men.  Durlng 1841 a revolt
occurred, the Btithh resbdent and envoy were murdered,
and after a soried of disasters the British garrison, number-
ng 4,000 soldiery (about Y00 belng Europeans), agreed to
evacuals the coudtry, The horrors of thelr resreat through
the snows of the Ehyber Pass, hampered by over 12,000
camp-followery, including many woesen and children, with
the Afghans hanging upos iheis rear, and forming ambus-
cades In which the usfortusare fosvigeers were slaughtered
like sheep, can mover bo adequately described. The force of
4,500 men which left Kabal o January 8, 1842, numbered
twenly muskets when Gaudamak was reached, only ose
week later, and of the whole army but ose man, wounded,
starving, and nearly naked, reached Jalalabad., This was
Dr. Brydose, a member of the moedical stafl. An exped)l
tion was lmmediately fitted out in India, and by September
the British bad swept the country, retaken and destroyed
Ghaznl and the clisdel of Kabul, and recovered many
prisoners.  Dost Mobammed was allowed 1o return, and
retained the throoe ustil bis death fo 1588, His son, 8here
Ali Khan, the presest Ameer, bas seen many viclssltudes
of fortune, and has boen alleroately a defeated fugitive and
a triumphant prince.  In 1868 he succeeded in quelliog a
serious insurrection Jod by some of his own relatives, and
since that time has ruled peaceably, He received emslas-
sles from the Brithd goversment and sabaidies in arms and
money, that power seeking, by the forssation of an inde.
pendent government in Afghanistas, to amrest the con-
stanily encroachlng power of Rumia. In 1879 an insur
rection ococurred fu Kabal, in which the British minister
resldent and many others were assassisated. This led to
war with that sation, axd the campalgn bas been steadlily
parsued since.  The Britih forces, after desperate cagage-
ments, have been soccesful is restoring peace, and that
goverament has dictated the policy which shall be observed
in the sdmisistration of affairs thece,




