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                        Rubbings of the Stone-drum Inscriptions on a Stone Ink Slab
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                        This scroll contains rubbings of the inscriptions originally found on ancient stone drums. During the Jiajing reign of the Ming dynasty (1522-66) Gu Congyi (1523-88) carved the inscriptions on a stone ink slab, following the exact number, the same order of the characters, and shape as they appeared in a Song rubbing. He proportionally reduced the size to fit the surface of the ink slab but preserved the original features of the Song rubbing of the stone-drum inscriptions. Because the Song copies are all in collections now overseas, this rubbing in the collection of the National Library of China is of high value. Qing scholars attached great importance to these inscriptions; for example, Xu Shizhang, an art collector in Tianjin, paid a large sum of money in 1936 to acquire the rubbings. Later that year, Zhou Xiding (1891-1961), a skilled seal carver and rubbing maker, reproduced them as shown in this scroll. The rubbings contain both inscriptions on the ink slab and the inside and outside of its case. They also contain seal impressions of various copiers, the history of how these rubbings were collected, and studies on ink slabs. The information is thus comprehensive and the records are in great detail. The value and significance of the scroll lie in the extensive information it conveys for the study of stone-drum inscriptions and stone-drum inscriptions on ink slabs.
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        The Library of Congress is unaware of any copyright or other restrictions in the World Digital Library Collection. Absent any such restrictions, these materials are free to use and reuse. Researchers are encouraged to review the source information attached to each item. For information on contacting WDL partner organizations, see this archived list of partners

The Library asks that researchers approach the materials in this collection with respect for the culture and sensibilities of the people whose lives, ideas, and creativity are documented here.

Credit Line: [Original Source citation], World Digital Library

More about Copyright and other Restrictions

For additional information and contact information for many of the partner organizations, see this archived capture of the World Digital Library site from 2021.
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                          Wu bai Luohan tu (Portraits of 500 arhats), written and inscribed by Emperor Gaozong (1711-99), reign title Qianlong (reigned 1736-96), was originally a painting by Wang Fangyue. Wang Fangyue, born in Wuxi,...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Qianlong, Emperor of China - Wang, Fangyue, Active 1757
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1757
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    [image: ]






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Mao gong ding ta ben
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
毛公鼎拓本
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                          Yi he ming (Inscription of a eulogy on the burial of a crane) is a very famous carved rock inscription of great significance in the history of Chinese calligraphy. It is a...
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                          This photograph is a half-length portrait of Zhan Tianyou, also known as Jeme Tien Yow (1861--1919), in official uniform. Zhan was the chief engineer in charge of construction of the Beijing-Zhangjiakou railroad...
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