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                        Alonzo de Santa Cruz (1505--67) was a well-known Spanish cartographer. As cosmographer at the Casa de contratación, the business enterprise in Seville that had a monopoly on the trade with the New World, he was responsible for the Padrón Real, a map documenting the newly discovered countries across the Atlantic. This world map, published by Alonzo de Santa Cruz in 1542, bears the title Nova verior et integra totivs orbis descriptio nvne primvm in lvcem edita per Alfonsvm de Santa Cruz Cæsaris Charoli V archicosmographvm, A.D. MDXLII (A new, more true and complete description of the whole world, first published by Alonzo de Santa Cruz, principal cosmographer to Emperor Charles V, 1542). The scale of the map is 1:34,000,000. It is drawn on three conjoined sheets of parchment measuring a total of 79 by 146 centimeters. The map is made in the form of two half spheres, one northern and one southern, each consisting of 36 globe segments, which are used to form a globe measuring 39 centimeters in diameter. The map was probably acquired by the Swedish philologist and historian Johan Gabriel Sparwenfeld during his journey in Spain in 1689--90. Sparwenfeld donated parts of his collections to the National Library of Sweden in 1706.
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        The Library of Congress is unaware of any copyright or other restrictions in the World Digital Library Collection. Absent any such restrictions, these materials are free to use and reuse. Researchers are encouraged to review the source information attached to each item. For information on contacting WDL partner organizations, see this archived list of partners

The Library asks that researchers approach the materials in this collection with respect for the culture and sensibilities of the people whose lives, ideas, and creativity are documented here.
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                          Battista Agnese (1514-64) was a masterful geographer and mapmaker. Born in Genoa, he worked in Venice from 1536 to 1564 and became one of the most important figures in Renaissance cartography. Researchers...
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                          Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Idrisi (circa 1100--1166) was an Arab geographer and adviser to Norman king Roger II of Sicily. He was born into a family of Andalusian and Maghreb princes and sharif...
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                          This miscellany contains the following works: Commentarii in Ciceronis Topica (Commentaries on Cicero's "Topics"), by Boethius; the famous Somnium Scipionis (ex libris VI De re publica) (The dream of Scipio, book six...
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                          Etymologiae (Etymology) is the best known work by Saint Isidore of Seville (circa 560--636), a scholar and theologian considered the last of the great Latin Church Fathers. It takes its name from...
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                          The Flemish scholar and geographer Abraham Ortelius (1527--98) published the first edition of his Theatrum orbis terrarum (Theater of the world) in 1570. Containing 53 maps, each with a detailed commentary, it...
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