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                        Theatrum ichnographicum omnium urbium et præcipuorum oppidorum Belgicarum XVII Provinciarum peraccurate delineatarum (Accurately delineated ichnographic plans of all the cities and towns in the seventeen Provinces of the Netherlands), commonly known as the De Wit Atlas, is a city atlas containing maps and prints of key monuments in Dutch cities. The name comes from its creator, Frederick de Wit (1630-1706), an influential cartographer, engraver, and publisher in Amsterdam. Such atlases were popular among wealthy members of the bourgeoisie and nobility in the 17th century. The huge tomes were not designed to be carried on a stroll through the city; this particular atlas weighs more than seven kilograms. The maps are extremely detailed, which makes them perfect for "armchair tourism." The map of Haarlem, for example, offers a very good impression of the old city center. Even today residents can easily identify their own homes on the map. In the 16th century, Antwerp was the center of European cartography. When King Philip II of Spain captured Antwerp in 1585 during the Dutch Revolt against Spanish rule, many cartographers headed north, and Amsterdam became the new cartographic capital. To survey an area for the purpose of drawing new maps, a land surveyor would walk through the city streets and measure the length of the straight stretches by counting the number of steps or by using a geodetic chain or Gunter's measurement. At each curve and intersection the surveyor took a compass reading or used a geometric square or a circumferentor (a predecessor of the theodolite), known locally as a Hollandse cirkel or "Holland circle," to measure the angles of the streets. This generated a network of line segments that formed the framework of the map. Houses, canals, trees, and sometimes even people then were sketched onto this skeleton. The result bears little resemblance to the maps we use today. The difference is due to the fact that the buildings are drawn in a form of three-dimensional projection, on a slanted parallel. The street plan is shown from above, as in modern city maps, but buildings and other objects are depicted from a side perspective. Some maps in the atlas, e.g., the map of Antwerp, were drawn from a bird's-eye view. After the artist had sketched the map, an engraver copied the lines onto a copper plate in mirror image, either by engraving (cutting) or etching (treating the lines with acid). Printing an engraved map was a labor-intensive undertaking. It meant covering the entire plate in ink and then cleaning the surface meticulously so no ink was left anywhere except in the grooves. Then the plate would be printed on slightly damp paper. In that era, it was only possible to print in one color at a time. Clients who wanted their maps in color could have them hand-colored by artists known as "offsetters." The copy of the De Wit Atlas held by the National Library of the Netherlands has been colored by hand, although the best-known copies are simply in black and white.
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                          Carte du théâtre des opérations: (front occidental) avec répertoire alphabétique (Map of the theater of operations [Western Front] with alphabetical directory) is a set of 15 detailed military maps produced in 1915...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        France. Armée. Service Géographique
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1915-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Map
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                The Holy Roman Empires Duchy of Antwerp and the Dominium of Malines: With the Eastern Flemish ...
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
S[acri] R[omani] I[mperii] sive Antverpiae Marchionatus et Dominium Mechliniae : cum orientalioribus Flandriae et Brabantiae hisce consequentibus terminis / auctore Carolo Allard
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          This late-17th century map shows the Duchy of Brabant, including the cities of Antwerp and Mechelen. The duchy consisted of the modern-day Belgian provinces of Flemish Brabant, Walloon Brabant, Antwerp, and Brussels,...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Allard, Carel
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1688-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Map
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                The Dutch Republic, Enlarged and Edited: Produced with the Care and Work of Matthaeus Seutter.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
Belgium Foederatum auctius et emendatius / edit cura et studio Matthaei Seutteri
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          This map of the United Provinces of the Netherlands was engraved by Matthaeus Seutter (1678-1757), an engraver and publisher from Augsburg, Germany. Seutter studied printing in Nuremburg and in Augsburg, as an...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Lotter, Tobias Conrad - Seutter, Matthaeus
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1730-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    









    







    






    You might also like

    
	
        



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                The Flower of Nature.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
Der naturen bloeme
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Jacob van Maerlant (circa 1235-1300) was arguably the most important Dutch poet of the 13th century. He produced a verse translation of the Bible (the Rijmbijbel) and an adaptation, Spiegel historiael, of...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Thomas, De Cantimpré, Approximately 1200-Approximately 1270 - Gheraert, Broeder, Flourished - Maerlant, Jacob Van
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1340-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Quadruple Spectacle of Wonders.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
Admirandorum quadruplex spectaculum
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Admirandorum Quadruplex Spectaculum (Quadruple spectacle of wonders) is a book of cityscapes and landscapes by Jan van Call (1656-1703), an engraver and draftsman from the Dutch city of Nijmegen. Produced circa 1700,...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Schenk, Peter,719 - Call, Jan Van
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1700-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Some Catholic and Mostly Learned Booklets.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        
            
            
            
Opvscvla aliqvot vere catholica ac imprimis erudita
            
        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Philosopher, educator, and psychologist Juan Luis Vives (1492-1540) was an early humanist, educational theorist, and Renaissance man. He was born in Valencia into a wealthy family of Jewish tradesmen. His family had...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Schöffer, Peter - Vives, Juan Luis
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1521-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Choral Collection with Masses from the Josquin des Prez Period.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          This choir book with masses from the Low Countries and Burgundy-including a mass by Josquin des Prez (circa 1440-1521)-was made for the Count Palatine, later Elector Palatine, Ottheinrich. The contents are a...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Senfl, Ludwig, 543 - La Rue, Pierre De, 1518 - Josquin, Des Prez, 1521
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1540-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                A.B.C. For Soldiers on Leave.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          A.B.C. For Soldiers on Leave was written by Max Lowland (pseudonym for Max Schuchart, 1920-2005) and illustrated by Jos Ruting (pseudonym for Josef Bernard, 1908-87) as a humorous guide for Allied soldiers...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Ruting, Jos (Josef Bernard) - Schuchart, Max
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1945-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    









    
    















    

    












    







    






     Back to top



    
        
            Follow Us
            	
                    
                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
                    
                
	Take our survey External


        

        
            
                
                	Accessibility
	Legal
	Inspector General
	External Link Disclaimer
	USA.gov
	Careers
	Contact
	Media
	Donate
	Shop


                
            

            
                	
	


            

        

    






    





















    











