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THE KINGDOM OF IRAN, OR PERSTA—No. 11.

Laxp-Texvzes, xre.—Propecty in land is of a four-fold description: 1st.

‘“khalissa” or erown lands, which, since the confiscations of Nadir-
Shah. have become very extensive ; 24. These which belong to private
individoals ; 34. Those granted to charitablo and religious institutions ;
and, 4th. Those granted by the king for military service or in payment
of salaries and amnuities, Porsons may become proprietors of land by
inkeritance, by purchase, by gift from the crown, or by reclaiming it
from waste by producing the means of irrigation. [nany of these cases,
excopt the third, the ietor’s right (he mot being the occupant)
amounts %o the privilege of exacting from the cultivater a tenth part of
the produce. In the third case—that of being an assignee of crown
lands—be may exact three-temths, which inclade all government dues,
and which bo can geot from the farmers, If the assiznment be on the
estate of another he can caly demand two-tenths of the produce; or if
the proprietor bo the eccupier of his own land, he makes what bargain
ho pleases with his cultivators. Bat the regulations for the protection
of the husbandman have little or no practical influence. Almost the
whole expense of the govermment, general and provimcial, has to be
defrayed by taxes on the land, the amount of which is perpetaally vary-
ing, »ot only with the necessities of the government, bat also with the
charactor and dispositions of the gevermors of the different provinces,
Tho state of the country, indeed, is swch that the coltivator rarely
oxsu to reap the fruits of his labors. His lands and houses are liablo
to be plundered by the retaimers of every petty chief; and he and his
family may bo in an instant de‘prired of all their littlo capital and
reduced to beggary and want, Under such circumstances, agricalture
most necessarily bo in the meet dopressed possible comdition. No izm-
provement ks ever droamed of ; only the most easily worked portions of
the seil are cultivated and the implements of husbandry are of the
rudest and most primitive constraction.

Acxrcvrrune, Live-Srock, xre.~In the low lands and the southern

plains the sugar-cane and erange come to perfection ; the pomegranate
grows wild, the eotton-plant and mulberry are extensively eultivated,
large tracts are ooccupied by the vine, and orchards, loaded with
exquisite froits—figs, apricots, peaches, plums, cherries, apples, oto.—
ocour in every quarter. Even the swampy shores of the Caspian are
covered with a tall growth of saline plants and canes available for
bailding, and many other domestio parposes, In theso low plains the
only grain under extessive and regular calturo is rice, and the prineipal
auxiliary crops are cotton, indigo, sugar, madder, and tobacco. Amether
rice distriet, of large extent, occurs in Azerbijan, where large rice-fields,
producing rich erops, occupy the greater part of the low flats which sur-
rousd Lako Ovrocemiah. Irrigation is well understood and extesmsively
practiced, and on lands apparently of mo great fertility geod returns are
by this means obtained. In the more pastoral distriots, and more espe-

cially on the fertile slopes and plains at the foot of the north®rn side of |

the Elburz chain, where luxuriant mesdows are oftem sean, considerable
attention ix paid to the dairy. The stock, however, is geserally of an
inforior description ; though black cattle, of great size and beauty, dis-
tinguished by the Indian homp, are not uncommon in Mazanderan,
5heep and goats are much more numerons; the former, chiefly of the
large-tailed variety, furnish the far greater part of the amimal food
which is used, and no inconsidorable portien of the clothing, the wool
being not only extensively spun and woven, but often allowed 10 remain
on the skins, whieh are formed at omeo into cloaks and jackets. The
Iatter, particalarly in the provinee of Kerman, yield a wool little infe-
rior to that of Cashmere. The other domestio animals are asses, gen-
erally of & large and superior deseription; mules, remsarkably strong,
hardy, and sure-footed, and used more than any other animal for trans.
rﬁ; borses, mach improved by cressing with thoso of Arabla, and

aimous for strength, speed, and beauty ; and camels.

Mauxvracreres, Coxxerce, xr¢.~The manufactures of Persia are more

mumerous than important, though in a few articles they comtinue to
retain some of the celebrity which they aequired in early times,
Among them may be mentioned varions kinds of silk goods, as tafletas,
velvets, and brocades, made extemsively at Ispaban, Kashan, Astradad,
Yezd, and other places, not only for home consumption, bat oxport,
particalarly to Turkey and Russia; carpets and felts in Khorassan, and
many of the central districts of Irak-Ajemi; Arabian-cloaks and woolen
stafls, made in Khuzistan, and in large demand in the country, as well

ax Arabia; shawls, in imitation of those of Cashmere, mado of the fine |

wool of the goats of Kerman; the fire-arms of Kermanshah ; the swords,
daggers, and other eatlery of Ispahan, Shiraz, and Meshed ; the copper-
ware of Kashan, the gold brocades of Ispahan. Coarse woolens and
cottons, eaco made 10 & Very great oxtent for the clothing of the poorer
classes, have in namerous instances beem entirely supplanted by the
eheapes and botter products of Great Britain and Russia. The internal
trade is wholly carried on by earavans. The principal articles im

from the East are muslins, leather, lambs' skins, stuffs of camels hair,
shawls, nankeen, china, glass. hardware, amber, coral, precious stones,
saflron, indigo, spéces, ete. The exports to the East are velveots, silk
and cotten stufls, eto., from Ispahan and Yexd; articles in gold and
silver, bronze lamps, copperware, ec., from Kashas; mats, lacquered
ware, ivery ornaments, dates, lemsons, and todacco from Shiraz, and
shawls and somo other articles from Kermsan. The Caspian and the
Persian Gulf furnish many impertant itesss. The traffie of the former,
carried on chiedly at the ports of Enzells, Balfroosh, and Astrabad, is
almost eatirely monopolized by Russian subjects; that of the latter,
formerly carried on echiefly at the port of Gombreon, but now much
more at that of Bussorah, employs a considerable mumber of vossels,
owned for the most part by Armenian, Arab, and Iedian traders. By
this latter chanmel Great Britain imports, to some extent, broadeloths
asd othor woolems, cotton goods, shawls, jowelry, arms, cutlery. watehes,
earthen and glass ware, metals, eo.: receiving chiefly in return silk,
gall.nuts, madder, and cther dyes. Though Persia has a comsiderablo
extent of sex-cosst, both along the Caspian and the Persian Gulf, it
possesses vory fow vessels of any deseription, both i1a ccasting trade
and its moro distant commerce being almset esmtiroly carried on in
foreign bottoms and by foreiga merchants.

Paivcirar Towss, xre.—Teheran, the capital, is situated in lat. 35° 427

north, and long. 519 217 east, and distant south from the Caspian about
70 miles. It ks about five miles in girevit, and inelesed by an earthen
wall flanked with towers, a glacis, and dry trench. Externally its
Appearance is picturesque ; its mosques, colleges, and earavansaries in
goad repair, and it is well farnished with shops and bazasrs, and some
large palaces of the nobility ; but its dwellings are mostly of earth, and
the streets mean and wretchedly paved. In summer it is exceedingly
unhealthy. The eitadel is extonsive, and comprises, besides the royal
harem, & magnificent, grand salosn, the public offices, numerous baths,
gardens, ete. Teheran has manufnctures of carpets and hardware. [ts
vieinity is fertile and covered with valleys, and 20 miles north are
extessive rains. [ipaban, the anciont capital, 200 miles south of
Tohoran, formerly a very large and splondid ecity, is mow almost in
rains. It stands oa & plain 4,140 feat above the sea, on 1he banks of
the Zendarood, and was formerly surrounded by a mod wall 24 miles
in eireuit. Nothing can exceed the beauty of the surreunding country,
and the first view of the city is still imposing. A mearer view, how-
ever, dispols the illusion, though much still remains of wealth, if not of

splondor. On the south side of the river are extensive sudurds, Ispa-
han is at presont the chief seat of Persian manufacture ; its artisans
are esteemed the best in the country, and its masufactures comprise all
kinds of weoles fabrics, gold and silver wares, paper, fire.arms, sweord-
blades, glass, earthenware, eto., which are seat to Bagdad, Horat, India,
and meat parts of wostern Amia.  Its population, formerly stated at
1,100,000, is now said to be ealy about 150,000, Tubriz or Tabreez is
situated on a fine plain 5,000 feet above the sea, on a river Sowing into
Lake Ooroomiah, and aroand an extonsive forest country. It is inclosed
by & brick wall three asd a half miles in circuit and entered by seven
gates, outsido of which are large suburbs and beantifal gardens. The
town is miserably built, and except its citadel and the spleadid ruins of
a mosque it bas no ediflce werthy of notice ; bot its bazaars and cara-
vansaries are extensive, and (L is an important entrepdt of the trade
between Persin, India, Rusmia, Constantinople, and the Black Sea.
Between §6,000,000 and $£7,000,000 worth of European geods are
annually =0l in its bazaars. [t is also the seat of some silk manufac.
tures, iah, 12 miles west of the lake, ix a fortified city of some
20,000 inhabitants, and is reputed to have been the birthplace of Zoroas-
ter, the founder of the ancient Magian religion,

Hamadan, the ancient Ecbatana, ix a large and celebrated city, but is
meanly built, and now partly io ruins. Some carpet and silk weaving
are carried on, and the city has a large trade in leather, and is the
entropdt for the commerce between Bagdad asd the capital, Kermas.

ocoupies two or three small hills at the western extremity of a broad

lain near the right bank of the Kerah, 250 miles west-south.west of
eheran. It is surroneded by an earth wall three miles in eireuit, and
entered by five gates. The routes from Bagdad, Shuster in the desert,
Ispahan by way of Hamadan and Soliemanceyeh, all meeting bere,
mako it the entrepdt of a comsiderablo trafic. Shuster, on the Karun,
150 miles from the sea, stands on a small hill crowned by a citadel,
and om the land side it is inclosed by a brick wall, outside of whieh the
Ab-i-Gargar canal, comstructed by Shabpoor I. separates it freen its
subard, and establishes a navigable communication with the river about
20 miles distant, To within Sive miles of the city the Karus Stself is
well adapted for steam navigation. The city pessesses many olegant
buildings, and the howuses are mostly built of stose. Population about
10,000. In 1832 it was nearly depopalated by the plague, and in 1540
was much damaged by an inundaticn. Kashan, 92 miles north of Ispa-
han, on the route to Teheran, is & large and one of the most Sourish-
ing towns of the Kispdess, It has extensive manufactures, chiefly of
silk stufls, asd an active trade in agricoltural produce. Popalation
30,000 to 40,000 souls. Reshd, between two small rivers 16 miles
south-cast of its port Enzells, on the Caspian, though occupying a very
unhealthy site, is stated to be a well-built and Sourishing town. It
imports large quantities of Russian goods, and exports silks, fruits, ete.
Balfroosh, om the Balbal, 12 miles from the Caspian, is built in the
midst of & forest, large, straggling, and interspersed with gardens, The
streets, broad and straight, are unpaved, the houses mostly of brick,
bazaars and caravansaries numorous, and there are from 20 to 30
Mohammedan colleges. Balfroosh has a large general trade, and com-
muonicates with its port on the Caspian by a good read.  Astrebad is sitn-
ated at the foot of the Elburz range and on a small stream which falls
futo Astradad Bay in the south.cast part of the Caspian, 20 miles below,
A great part of the town is in ruine. Neme of the buildisgs are
worthy of particular notice. Tho manufactures are chiefly confimed to
a fow silk and cotton stufls, and though the site seems well Sited to
make it the key of commerco between the East and the Caspian, the
trade is not large. The great obstacle 1o its prosperity, howerer, is its
unhealthy location, whick has obtained for it the ominous mame of the
City of the Piague. Being the eradlo of the reigning royal family, it is
always governed by a prince of the bleod, -

Meshed or Mushed, & walled city, of the proviece Khorassan, stands
on a fertilo plain in the north-cast part of the country, lat. 36° 18 north,
and lomg. 59° 25" cast. [t contains the superd mausolenm of the Imam
Reza, the magnificence of which, with its silver gates, jowelod doors, rails
once of solid gold, is searcely equaled in Persia. Otherwise it is & place
noted for its manufactures of velvets, ete, and it maintains an aective
trade with Bokhara, Candahar, Herat, ote. Population 45,000, Nishg-

, 40 miles weat-south.west of Meshed, and in one of the finest val.
r:;:of Khorassan, is inclosed by & rampart and trench about two miles
im cireuit. It is partly in rains, but is still important, and bas & special
trade in turquoises oblained from mines about 38 miles to the north-
west. Iron and salt are also predoets of its district, Popalation about
10,000. Yed is a large and flourishing ity near the cast foot of &
mountain range in the Persian desert, Iat, 329 10’ porth, and long. 560
8 east. Its walls, exclusive of the citadel, are separately fortified, and
surrounded by a deep trench. Its bazaars are spacious, and it has
flourishing manufactures of velvets and other silk fabrics, colton and
weoolem goods, arms, and leafisugar. Among the population, num.
bering in all 30,000, are many Parsees or Gheders (fire-worshi N
this being nearly the only place in Persia which this relio of an -m:
extinet seet inhabits, Skiraz, in a valley famous for its gardens and
fertility, 4,500 feet above the sea, and 120 miles cast.porth.east Bashire,
is a walled town, and though meanly built has many splendid public
edifices, Shiraz has masufactures of silk and woolen stufls, swords,
earthenware, ete, but is best known for & wine having a high reputa.
tiom throughout Persia. [ts commerce is extensive, axd salt from adjs-
cent lakes is forwarded on mules to most of the inland cities, Baskire is
the principal entrepdt of commeree on the Persian Galf; Jat, 25° 48/,
and long. 50° 52° Its popalation, variously estimsated at 15,000 to
20,000, consists chiofly of Persians, Arabs, and Armenians. On the
land side it is protected by a wall with round towers, and on the ether
#ide inclosed by the sea, which on the morth forms a hardor lined by
wharves. Being bailt of white stome, and farnished with hollow turrets
for vemtilation, it has externally a handsome appearance, but its streets
are marrow and unpaved, and peod houses fow in mumber. Its publio
baildings comprise anly a fow inferior mosques, tho palace, l’:r( of
the East India Company, ete. Vessels of 300 tons lie in & tead
six miles from the city. Bushire, bowever, has a larze trade with Beit.
ish India and the ports of the Persian Gulf, eto. Lar, the capital of
Laristan, and formerly of an Arabian kingdom, stands om an extemsive
piain, 150 miles south.cast Shirax. It is the seat of some comvider.
able manufactures of fire-arms, ganpowder, and cotton fadrics.” Popula-
tion 10,000 to 12,000. Kerman stands in a plain commanded by two
hill-forts, and has a citadel and various fine buildings. It was formerly
very flourishing, and itx inkabitants still manufactare shawls, carpets,
matchlocks, ote, room, a sea-port town of Persia (but latterly
forming a part of the Muskat dominions), is situated on the Persian
Gulf, wear its mouth. It was formerly & place of considerablo trade,
but this has been trasaferred to Balfrocsh, and the town at present con-
tains scarcely 5,000 inhabitants,

Hisroxicar. Skxren.—Few pations bozan at an earlier period to appear
on the great stage of the werld, and few have contineed so loag to per.
form a inent part upon it. Accordiag to the description of Persian
geographers, when their country was in its greatest glory, its territory
com four seas—the Caspinn Sea, the Black Sea, the Red Sea,

and the Persian Gulf; asd six great rivers—ibe Euphrates, Tigris,

L

Araxes, Phasis, Ogus, and Indus. Passing over a series of fadulous
dymasties, wo arrive at that of the Achemenides or Kaianiass, which
commenced about 720 ». ¢, and furnishes the first records which can be
considored authentic. Shortly after this period Persia appears to have
been merely a province of the Assyrian Empire, on the disruption of
which it fell usder the power of the Medes, ».c. 709. Dejoce, the
founder of the Median monarchy, was followed at some distamce by
Cyaxares, whose suecessor was Astyages. With his dethronement, in
B.C. 560, the Median dymasty terminated, and the true founder of the
Persian monsrchy, oae of the most distinguished characters of ancient
times, appears upon the sage. Cyrus the Great haviag established his
ascendency over the Medes, carried his vietorious arms into the West,
overthrew Crasus, king of Lydia, and, folfilling & series of Scripture
ophecies, by the conquest of Babylon and its dependencies, extended
is empire to the shores of the Meditorranean. An expedition against
the Soythians proved fatal to him, . c. 529, and be was succoeded by
shis son Cambyres, the most important event of whose reign was his
conquest of Egypt. On his death, an impostor, pretending to be his
brother Smerdis, mounted the throne ; but shortly after, on the discovery
of the fraud, was slaia by the nobles, who then gave the crown 1o one
of their own number ealled Darius Hystaspes, who pushed his conquests
into the East as far as the [ndes,  In the Wost the [ands of Asia proved
teo narrew for his amdition, and he passed over into Europe. Haro, aftor
making various conquests, he encountered the Greeks, by whom he was
defeated om the field of Marathen. His successor, Xerxes, having
marched toward Greece at the head of the most gigantio armament
which the world has yet beheld, first at Salamis, and then at Platsma,
met with even greater dissaters than theae which had befallen his prede-
cessors, and with difSculty saved his life by almost solitary Sight scross
the Hellespont. Greeco now assumed the offensive, asd after many
years of struggle, almost always disastrous to Persia, & new conqueror
appeared in Alexander the Great, and completed her downfall. The
Macedonian Empire was soon brokea up by the death of its founder, and
Persia, become caly one of its fragments, was long passed from hand 1o
hand among contesding competitors, About ».c. 174 it fell into the
hands of the Parthians, and wax ruled by Mithridates L, under whom
the Parthian power extended from the ludus to the Euphrates. Rome
was now in her full career of conquest, and Parthia was well fitted
both 1o teanpt her ambition and try her prowess. The first direct inter-
course botween them took place n.0. 93, when Mithridates 11, sent an
ombassy to Sylla. In less than 40 years after war between them had
commenced, and though by no means always to the advantage of the
mistress of the world, 1he greater part of Persia was ultimately held as
a flef of the Roesan Empire. Struggles for independence, bowever, con-
tinoed to be almost incessantly made in the times both of the Greek and
an emperors, and Persia produced several native princes whose
famo as warriors or improvers of their country is still beld in lively
remembeance. They belong to what ix called the Samsanian dynasty,
which commenced as early as a. b, 226, and continued, though wunder
cireamstasces of greater or less depression, till 531, when it succeedod
in surmounting all obetacles, and attained its highest prosperity under
the colebrated Khosru-Nusherwan, whoe swayed the seepiro over realms
scarcely less extensive than those which Persia possessed in the time of
Xerxes. Ata later peried (A. p. 590-628) another Khosru, distinguished
by the name of Khosru-Perwiz, after commencing his reign by a series
of brilliant and extessive conquests, sustained a number of mest disas.
trous reverses, and at last perished by the hand of his own sen, The
parricide was not Jong permitted to beaefit by his crime ; death overtook
Bim six months after, and during the confusion which emsued, & Dew
party, destined 10 change the face of Persia asd greater part of the East,
appeared. The Arabs had now commenced their career of Mohamnse-
dan conquests, and by the decisive batties of Cadesia, A. . 636, and
Nehavend, A.p. 641, extinguished the Ssssanian dynasty, asnd substi.
tuted that of the Caliphs, during whose ascendency, for the two subse-
quent conturies, the history of Persaa becoming blended with that of
Aratia and the other realms subject 10 these polentates, coases 1o be
national. This long period, however, did mot pass away without vast
changes, among which the most astonishing s the extirpation of the
ancient religion and the geaeral adoplion of Mobammedanism. About
the middle of the ninth century the spirit of independence revived, and
& new dynasty arcee in the person of Yakub Ibn Lais, who threw off
allegiance to the Caliphs, and reigned sovereign at Shiraz over territo-
ries noarly identical with modern Persia. [t is imposaible hero to follow
in detail the mumerous changes which have subsequently taken place.
In the beginming of the eloventh cemtury the Seljookian Turks meade
their desceat from cemtral Asia, and succeeded in placing their sultan,
Togral-Beg, em tho Persian throne, His successors retained possession
il the last of the line was slain in 1194 by the Shah of Khariam, who
had scarcoly established & Kbharismian dyoasty, when the famous
Genghis Khan made his appearance at the head of 700,000 Moguls,
and erushing all "epposition, ruled Persia with a rod of iron. The
Mogzul ascendency was maintained after his death in 1238, first by his
immediate descendants, and afterward by the hereditary nobles, who,
throwing off allegiance 1o a commen head, divided the country isto a
mumber of separato and hostilo indopendencies. This state of matters
was suddenly terminated in 1381 by the invasion of Tamerlane and his
Tartars, who spread devastation wheréver they appeared, All Persia
was completely at his feet, when he was carried off by death in 1404.
The anarchy of petty independencies again returned, dut was finally
suppressed in 1502 by Ismail Shah, whe, partly by valor, and partly by
the reputed sanctity of his race a4 descended from Mohammed, worked
Bix way to the Persian throme, and founded the Sefl or Scofee dynasty,
which reached its greatest prosperity during the reign of Abbas the
Great (a.p. 1586-1627). This prosperity faded away during the feeblo
reigns which suceeeded, axd in 1723 a suceesafol revelt of the Afighans,
followed by a series of victories, enabled them %0 place the Persian
crown om the head of their chiof, Meor-Mohammed. The Affghan
ascendency soon yielded to the prowess of the celebrated gemeral Nadir-
Kooli, who, after fighting professedly in defenso of the Soefecan dynasty,
declared it at an end, and formally assaming the sovercignty which he
had loug virtually , began to reign in 1736 under the title of
Nadir-Stah. His extraordinary talemis raised Persia 1o a remarkable
degree of power and influesco. One of his most memorable exploits
was the invasion of Iadia in 1739, when be took Delhi and obtained
booty which has been valued at £30,000,000. His greater qualitios
wero counterbalanced by cruelty and avarice, and he was assasainated
in 1747, A peried of confusion suceeeded, and was not lerminated till
1795, when Aga-Mohammed-Khan-Kajar, of Turcoman origin, ascended
the throne and bocame the founder of the Kajar dynasty. The very
comemon fato of Persian sovercigns awaited him, and in 1797, beforo ho
had reigned two years, ho was murdered by his attendamts, His
nephew, Rabak-Khan, succeeded him under the nmame of Foth-Ali.
Shah. The most remarkable events of his reign were two disastrous
wars with Russia, the one ending in 1813, with the loss of extemsive
territories along the Caspian ; and the other in 1828, with the Joss of
Frivan asd all the country north of the Araxes. In 1832 he was sue-
oteded by his grandscm, Mohammed Mirza. The present year (1555)
has witnessed the prowess of the Persians in the caplure of Herat.
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