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                        Carte des nouvelles découvertes au nord de la mer du sud tant à l'est de la Sibérie et du Kamtchatka qu'à l'ouest de la Nouvelle France (Map of new discoveries north of the South Sea, in Eastern Siberia and Kamchatka, and in western New France) was created in 1750 by the Philippe Buache (1700-73), son-in-law of the great French cartographer Guillaume de L'Isle (1675-1726), and Joseph-Nicolas de L'Isle (1688-1768), brother of Guillaume de L'Isle. The map is centered on the North Pacific Ocean, referred to here as the northern part of the Southern Sea, and shows an enormous "Bay or Western Sea" cutting deeply into the Pacific coast of western Canada. Buache and de L'Isle based the map on the pseudo-discoveries of Bartholomew de Fonte, a Spanish admiral who was purported to have made a journey to the northwest coast of North America in around 1640 and discovered a passage linking the Pacific and Atlantic oceans. De Fonte's supposed findings were published in 1708 in a London magazine, Monthly Miscellany or Memoirs for the Curious. There is no evidence that de Fonte made the claimed discoveries or that he even existed. Buache and de L'Isle both were experienced cartographers, and de L'Isle had worked for a time in Saint Petersburg, where he learned about Russian explorations in the North Pacific (several Russian voyages in the region are marked on this map). Both men nonetheless were taken in by de Fonte, who appears to have been a fictional creation of the London magazine editor or a contributor.
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