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Tuis scene 1s new to me, a stranger in Ohio, and it must be in
a degree surprising even to yourselves. On these baunks of the
Scioto, where the elk, the buffalo, and the hissing serpent haunted
not long ago, I see now mills worked by mute mechanical laborers,
and warehouses rich in the merchandise of many climes, Steeds
of vapor on iron roads and electrical messengers on pathways
which divide the air, attest the concentration of many novel forms
of industry, while academic groves, spacious courts and majestic
domes exact the reverence always eminently due to the chosen
seats of philosophy, religion and government.

What a change moreover, has within the same short Pf::'ind
come over the whole country that we love so justly and so well.
High arcs of latitude and longitude have shrunk into their chords,
and American language, laws, religion and authority, once con-
fined to the Atlantic coast, now prevail from the Northern lakes
to the Southern gulf, and from the stormy Eastern sea to the
tranquil Western ocean.

Nevertheless it is not in man’s nature to be content with present
attainment or enjoyment. You say to me therefore with excusa-
ble impatience, *“Tell us not what our country is, but what she
shall be. Shall her greatness increase? Is she immortal 7"

I will answer you according to my poor opinion. But I pray
you first, most worthy friends, to define the greatness and immor-
tality you so vehemently desire.
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SPEECH OF WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

If the Future which you seek consists in this: that these thirty-
one States shall continue to exist for a period as long as human
foresight 1s allowed to anticipate after coming events; that they
shall be all the while free; that they shall remain distinet and
independent in domestic economy, and nevertheless be only one
in commerce and foreign affairs ; that there shall arise from among
them and within their common domain even more than thirty-one
other equal States, alike free, independent and united ; that the
borders of the Federal Republic so peculiarly constituted shall be
extended so that it shall greet the sun when he touches the Tropic,
and when he sends his glancing rays towards the Polar circle,
and shall include even distant islands in either ocean; that our
population now counted by tens of millions shall ultimately be
reckoned by hundreds of millions; that our wealth shall increase
a thousand fold and our commercial connections shall be multi-
plied, and our political influence be enhanced in proportion with
this wide development, and that mankind shall come to recognize
in us a successor of the few great states which have alternately
borne commanding sway in the world—if this and only this is
desired, then I am free to say that if, as you will readily promise,
our public and private virtues shall be preserved, nothing seems
to me more certain than the attainment of this Future, so sur-
passingly comprehensive and magnificent.

Indeed, such a Future seems to be only a natural consequence
of what has already been secured. Why then shall it not be
attained? Is not the field as free for the expansion indicated as
it was for that which has oceurred? Are not the national re-
sources immeasurably augmented and continually increasing !
With telegraphs and railroads crossing the Detroit, the Niagara,
the St. Johns and the St. Lawrence rivers, with steamers on the
Lakes of Nicaragua, and a railroad across the Isthmus of Panama,
and with negotiations in progress for passages over Tehuantepec
and Darien, with a fleet in Hudson’s Bay and another at Bhering’s
Straits, and with yet another exploring the La Plata, and with an
Armada at the gates of Japan, with Mexico ready to divide on the
question of annexation, and with the Sandwich Islands suing to
us for our sovereignty, it is quite clear to us that the motives to
enlargement are even more active than they ever were heretofore,
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and that the public energies, instead of being relaxed, are gaining
new vigor.

Is the Nation to become suddenly weary and so to waver and
fall off from the pursuit of its high purposes? When did any vigo-
rous nation ever become weary even of hazardous and exhaust-
ing martial conquests 7 Our conquests on the contrary, are chiefly
peacetul, and thus far have proved productive of new wealth and
strength. Is a paralysis to fall upon the national brain? On the
contrary, what political constitution has ever throughout an equal
period exhibited greater elasticity and capacity for endurance ?

Is the union of the States to fail? Does its strength indeed
grow less with the multiplication of its bonds ? Or does its value
diminish with the increase of the social and political interests
which it defends and protects ! [ar otherwise. For all practi-
cal purposes bearing on the great question the steam engine, the
iron road, the electric telegraph, all of which are newer than the
Union, and the Metropolitan Press, which is no less wonderful in
its working than they, have already obliterated State boundaries
and produced a physical and moral centralism more complete
and perfect than monarchical ambition ever has forged or can
forge. Do you reply nevertheless that the Union rests on the
will of the several States, and that, no matter what prudence or
reason may dictate, popular passion may become excited and rend
it asunder. Then I rejoin, When did the American People ever
give way to such impulses? They are practically impassive.
You remind me that faction has existed and that only recently it
was bold and violent. I answer that it was emboldened by popu-
lar timidity, and yet that even then it succumbed. Lioyalty to the
Union 1s not in one or many States only, but in all of the States,
the strongest of all public passions. It is stronger I doubt not,
than the love of justice or even the love of equality, which have
acquired a strength here never known among mankind before.
A nation may well despise threats of sedition that has never known
but one traitor, and this will be learned fully by those who shall
hereafter attempt to arrest any great national movement by invok-
ing from their grave the obsolete terrors of Disunion.

But you apprehend foreign resistance. Well, where is our
enemy ! Whence shall he come. Will he arise on this conti-
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nent? Canada has great resources and begins to give signs of a
national spirit. But Canada 1s not yet independent of Great Bri-
tain. And she will be quite too weak to be formidable to us when
her emancipation shall have taken place. Moreover her prinei-
ples, interests and sympathies assimilate to our own just in the
degree that she verges toward separation from the parent coun-
try. Canada, although a province of Great Britain, is already
half annexed to the United States. She will ultimately become a
member of this confederacy if we will consent, an ally if we will
not allow her to come nearer. At least she can never be an ad-
versary. Will Mexico, or Nicaragua, or Guatimala, or Ecuador,
or Peru, all at once become magically cured of the diseases in-
herited from Aboriginal and Spanish parentage, and call up ar-
mies from under the earth and navies from the depths of the sea,
and thus become the Rome that shall resist and overthrow this
overspreading Carthage of ours? Or are we to receive our death
stroke at the hand of Brazil, doubly cursed as she is above all
other American States by her adoption of the two most absurd
Institutions remaining among men, European Monarchy and
American Slavery.

Is an enemy to come forth from the islands in adjacent seas ?
Where then shall we look for him? On the Antilles, or on the
Bermudas, or on the Bahamas? Which of the conflicting social
elements existing together, yet unmixed, there, is ultimately to
prevail? Will it be Caucasian or African? Can those races not
only combine but become all at once aggressive and powerful?

Shall we look for an adversary in Europe? Napoleon said at
St. Helena, ¢ America is a fortunate country. She grows by the
follies of our European Nations.”” Since when have those nations
grown wise ? If they have at last become wise, how 1s 1t that
America has nevertheless not ceased to grow? But what Euro-
pean state will oppose us ? Will Great Britain ? If she fears to
grapple with Russia advancing towards Constantinople on the
way to India, though not only her préstige, but even her empire
is threatened, will she be bold enough to come out of her way to
seek an encounter with us? Who will feed and pay her artizans
while she shall be engaged in destroying her American debtors

and the American consumers of her fabrics? Great Britain has
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enough to do in replacing in Ireland the population that Island
has yielded to us, in subjecting Africa, in extending her mercan-
tile dominion in Asia and in perpetually readjusting the crazy
balance of power in Europe, so essential to her satety. We have
fraternal relations with Switzerland the only Republic yet lingering
on that continent. 'Which of the despotic powers existing there
in perpetual terror of the contagion of American principles will
assail us and thus voluntarily hasten on that universal war of opin-
ion which is sure to come at some future time, and which when-
ever it shall have come, whether it be sooner or later, can end
only in the subversion of monarchy and the establishment of Re-
publicanism on its ruins throughout the world ?

Certainly no one expects the nations of Asia to be awakened
by any other influences than our own from the lethargy into
which they sunk nearly three thousand years ago, under the spells
of superstition and caste. If they could be roused and invigora-
ted now, would they spare their European oppressors and smite
their American benefactors? Nor has the time yet come, if in-
deed it shall come within many hundred years, when Africa,
emerging from her primeval barbarism, shall vindicate the equal-
ity of her sable races in the rights of Human Nature, and visit
upon us the latest, the least guilty and the most repentant of all
offtenders, the wrongs she has so long suffered at the hands of so
many of the Caucasian races.

No! no, we cannot indeed penetrate the Eternal Counsels, but
reasoning from what is seen to what is unseen, -:'lm]ucing from the
past probable conjectures of the future, we are authorized to
conclude that if the national virtue shall prove sufficient the ma-
terial progress of the United States which equally excites our
own pride and the admiration of mankind, is destined to indefinite
continuance.

But 1s this material progress even to the point which has been
indicated the whole of the Future which we desire? It is seen
at once that it includes no high intellectual achievement, and no
extraordinary refinement of public virtue, while it leaves entirely
out of view the improvement of mankind. Now there certainly
is a political philosophy which teaches that Nations like individuals
are equal, moral, social, responsible persons, existing not for ob-

-
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8 SPEECH OF WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

jects of merely selfish advantage and enjoyment, but for the per-
formance of duty, which duty consists in elevating themselves
and all mankind as high as possible in knowledge and virtue;
that the Human race 18 one in its origin, its rights, its duties and
its destiny, that throughout the rise, progress and decline of Na-
tions, one divine purpose runs—the increasing felicity and dignity

of Human Nature—and that true greatness or glory, whether of in-
dividuals or of nations, is justly measured not by the territory they
compass, or the wealth they accumulate, or the fear they 1nspire,
but by the degree in which they promote the accomplishment of
that great and beneficent design of the Creator of the Universe.

“The great end and object of life,”” (said Socrates) “is the
perfection of the intellect, the great moral duty of man is know-
ledge, and the object of all knowledge i1s one, namely Truth, the
(zo0d, the Beautiful, the Divine Reason.”

So also Plato taught that < Man ought to strive after and devote
himself to the contemplation of the ONE, the ETeErNAL, the INFI-
NITE."

Cicero wrote, * There are those who deny that any bond of
law or of association for purposes of common good exists among
citizens. This opinion subverts all union in a state. There are
those who deny that any such bond exists between themselves and
strangers, and this opinion destroys the community of the Human
Race.”

Bacon declared that there was in man’s nature * a secret love
of others, which if not contracted, would expand and embrace all
men.”’

These maxims proceed on the principle of the unity of the
race, and of course of a supreme law regulating the conduct of
men and nations upon the basis of absolute justice and equality.
Locke adopted them when he inculcated that while there was a
“law of popular opinion or reputation,” which in society was
¢ the measure of virtue and vice,” and while there was a civil
law which in the state was * the measure of crime and innocence,”
there was also a divine law which extended over * all society and
all states, and which was the only touchstone of moral rectitude.”

(Guizot closed his recital of the decline of Roman civilization,

with these equally true and momentous reflections—* Had not the
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Christian Church existed at this time the whole world must have
fallen a prey to mere brute force. The Christian Church alone
possessed a moral power. It maintained and promulgated the
idea of a precept, of a law superior to all human authority. It
proclaimed that great truth, which forms the only foundation of
our hope for llmn:mir}', that there exists a law above all human
laws, which by whatever name 1t may be called, whether Reason,
the Law of God, or what not, is at all times and in all places the
same, under different names.”

It ought not to excite any surprise when I aver that this philos-
ophy worked out the American Revolution. “Can anything,”
(said John Adams, in l'[-pl}'ing to one who had ::1}4}]“5_:&{?:1 for the
stamp act) “ Can anything not abominable have provoked you to
commence an enemy to Human Nature ?”

Alexander Hamilton, though less necessary to the Revolution
than John Adams, was even more necessary to the reconstruction
of society. He directed against the same odious stamp act the au-
thority of British law as he found 1t written down by Blackstone.
“The law of Nature being coeval with God himself is of course
superior to any other. It is binding over all the globe, in all
countries, and at all times. No human laws are of any validity
1f contrary to this; and such of them as are valid derive all their
authority mediately or imnw:]iutﬂi}.' from this original.”” Then,
as if despising to stand on any mere human authority, however
high, the framer of the American Constitution proceeded, * The
sacred rights of mankind are not to be rummaged for among old
parchments or musty records. They are written as with a sun-
beam in the whole volume of Human Nature, and ecan never be
erased or obscured by mortal power.”

How justly Knox conceived the true character of the chief
personage of the Revolution, even at its very beginning, ¢ The
great and good Washington, a name which shall shine with
distinguished lustre in the annals of History, a name dear to
the friends of the Liberties of mankind.”

La Fayette closed his review of the Revolution when return-
ing to France with this glowing apostrophe: ¢“May this great
temple which we have just erected to Liberty always be an in-

struction to oppressors, an example to the oppressed, a refuge
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for the rights of the Humar Race, and an object of delight to
the manes of its founders.”

“ Happy,” (said Washington when announcing the treaty of
peace to the army) “ thrice hnppy ghall they be ]ﬂ‘nnmmccd
hereafter, who shall have contributed anything, who shall have per-
formed even the meanest office in erecting this stupendous fabric
of freedom and empire on the broad basis of independency, who
shall have assisted in protecting the Rights of Human Nature
and establishing an asylum for the poor and oppressed of all
nations and religions.”

You remember well that the Revolutionary Congress in the
declaration of independence placed the momentous controversy
between the Colonies of Great Britain on the absolute and
inherent C:]u:!lil.}' of all men. It 18 not however go well under-
stood that that body closed its existence on the adoption of the
Federal Constitution with this solemn injunction addressed to
the People of the United States,  Let it be remembered that it
has ever been the Iu‘idﬂ and boast of America, that the Rights for
which she contended were the Rights of Human Nature.”

No one will contend that our Fathers after effecting the Revo-
lution and the independence of their country by proclaiming this
system of beneficent political philosophy, established an entirely
different one in the constitution assigned to its government.
This philosophy then, is the basis of the American Constitution.

It 18 moreover a true I}}]”L‘.IHE‘IIﬂ]F, deduced from the nature of
man and the character of the Creator. If there were no
supreme law, then the world would be a scene of universal
anarchy, resulting from the eternal conflict of peculiar institu-
tions and antagonistic laws. There being such an universal law,
if any human constitutions and laws differing from it could have
any authority, then that universal law could not be supreme.
That supreme law is necessarily based on the equality of nations
of races and of men. It is a simple, self-evident basis. One
nation, race or individual may not oppress or injure another,
because the safety and welfare of each is essential to the com-
mon safety and welfare of all. If all are not equal and free,
then who is entitled to be free, and what evidence of his supe-

riority can he bring from nature or revelation? All men neces-
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sarily have a common interest in the promulgation and mainte-
nance of these principles, because it is equally in the nature of
men to be content with the enjoyment of their just rights, and to
be discontented under the privation of them. Just so far as
these principles practically prevail, the stringency of government
18 E:Jﬂ.*l:,* relaxed, and peace and harmony obtain. But men can-
not maintain these prineiples, or even {'.U'IE’]]H‘I_"}I{"I]{I them, without
a very considerable advance in knowledge and virtue. The law
of nations, designed to preserve peace among mankind, was
unknown to the ancients. It has been perfected in our own
times by means of the more general dissemination of knowledge
and praciice of the virtues inculcated by Christianity. To dis-
seminate knowledge and to increase virtue therefore among men,
18 to establish and maintain the principles on which the recovery
and preservation of their inherent natural rights depend, and the
state that does this most faithfully advances most effectually the
common cause of Human Nature,

For myself, I am sure that this cause 1s not a dream, but a
reality. Have not all men consciousness of a property in the
memory of human transactions available for the same great pur-
poses, the security of their individual rights and the perfection
of their individual happiness? Have not all men a consciousness
of the same equal interest in the achievements of invention, in the
instructions :.’pr]lihmnl}h}f, and 1n the solaces of music and the
arts? And do not these achievements, instructions and solaces
exert everywhere the same influences, and produce the same
emotions in the bosoms of all men? Since all languages are
convertible into each other by correspondence with the same
agents, objects, actions and emotions, have not all men practically
one common language? Since the constitutions and laws of all
societies are only so many various definitions of the rights and
duties of men, as those rights and duties are learned from Nature
and Revelation, have not all men practically one code of moral
duty ? Since the religions of men in their various climes are only
so many different forms of their devotion towards a Supreme and
Almighty Power entitled to their reverence and receiving it under
the various names of Jehovah, Jove and Lord, have not all men
practically one religion? Since all men are seeking liberty and
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happiness for a season here, and to deserve and so to secure more
perfect liberty and happiness somewhere in a future world, and
since they all substantially agree that these temporal and spiritual
objects are to he attained only through the knowledge of truth
and the practice of virtue, have not mankind practically one
common pursuit, through one common way, of one common and
equal hope and destiny ?

If there had been no such common Humanity as | have insisted
upon, then the American people would not have enjoyed the
sympathies of mankind when establishing 1nstitutions of eivil and
religious liberty here, nor would their establishment here have
awakened in the nations of Europe and of South America desires
and hopes of similar institutions there, If there had been no such
common Humanity, then we should not ever since the American
Revolution have seen human society throughout the world divided
Into two [‘.I.'H‘[i{!H., the high and the low—the one perpetually tore-
boding and earnestly hoping the downfall, and the other as
confidently predicting and as sincerely desiring the durability of
Republican Institutions.” If there had been no such common
Humanity, then we should not have seen this tide of mrligm[iﬁn
from insular and continental FKurope, flowing into our country
through the channels of the St. Lawrence, the Hudson and the
Mississippi,—ebbing, however, always with the occasional rise of
the hopes of freedom abroad, and always swelling again into
greater volume when those premature hopes subside. If there
were no such common Humanity, then the peasantry and the
poor of Great Britain would not be perpetually appealing to us
against the oppression of landlords on their farms and workmas-
ters in their manufactories and mines; and so, on the other hand,
we should not be, as we are now, perpetually framing apologies
to mankind for the continuance of African slavery among our-
selves. If there were no such common Huumnﬁ}', then the fame
of Wallace would have long ago died away in his native moun-
tains, and the name even of Washington would at most have
been only a household word in Virginia, and not as it is now, a
watchword of Hope and Progress throughout the world,

If there had been no such common Humanity, then when the
civilization of Greece and Rone had been consumed by the fires of
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human passion, the nations of modern Eurr.':iu‘: could never have
gathered from among its ashes the ]:hi]:_mc:ph:;, the arts and the
religion which were imperishable, and have reconstructed with
those materials that better civilization which amid the conflicts
and fall of political and ecclesiastical systems has been constantly
advancing towards perfection in every succeeding age. If there
had been no such common Humanity, then the dark and massive
Kgyptian obelisk would not have everywhere reappeared in the
sepulchral architecture of our own times, and the light and grace-
ful orders of Greece and Italy would not as now have been the
models of our villas and our dwellings, nor would the simple and
lofty arch and the delicate tracery of Giothic design have been as
it now 1s, everywhere consecrated to the service of religion.

If there had been no suech common Hum:mii‘}', then would the
sense of the obligation of the Decalogue have been confined to
the despised nation who received it from Mount Sinai, and the
prophecies of Jewish seers and the songs of Jewish bards would
have perished forever with their temple, and never afterwards
could they have become as they now are, the universal utterance
of the spiritual emotions and hopes of mankind. If there had
been no such common Humanity, then certainly ]i]u_ru}-u: and
Africa and even new America would not after the lapse of centu-
ries have recognized a common Redeemer from all the sufferings
and perils of human life in a culprit who had been igumniniuua]}'
executed in the obscure Roman province of Judea: nor would
Europe have ever gone up in arms to Palestine to wrest from the
unbelieving Turk the tomb where that culprit bad slept for only
three days and nights after his descent from the cross ; much less
would his traditionary instructions, preserved by fishermen and
publicans, have become the chief agency in the removation of
human society through after coming ages.

But although this p]liJ:Jrﬁnph}' 18 und::nini:]}' true, yet it would
be a great error to believe that it has ever been or is likely soon
to be universally accepied. Mankind accept irili]{}r&(}[‘.l]l}-' just in
proportion as intellectual and moral cultivation enable them to
look through proximate to ultimate consequences. While they
are deficient in that cultivation, peace and order, essential to the
very existence of society, are necessarily maintained by force.

e e ——




14 SPEECH OF WILLIAM H. BEWALRD,

Those who employ that force, seek to perpetuate their power, and
they do this most effectually by dividing classes and castes, races
and nations, and arraying them for mutual injury or destruction
against each other. Despotism effects and perpetuates this divis-
1on by unequal laws, subversive of those of reason and of God.
Moreover, a common instinct of fear combines the oppressors of
all nations in a league against the advance of that political phil-
osophy which comes to liberate mankind. Those who inculcate
this [ﬂli]nﬁn{}h}f. therefore, uecess:lrily encounter nlupnﬁitiun and
expose themselves to danger ; and inasmuch as they labor from
convictions of duty and motives of benevolence, with such hazards
of p{:;'.ﬁ;mm] safety, their 11-1'i!1r,i]:h':ﬁ and character are jllﬁt]j re-
garded as heroic. Adams, Hamilton, La Fayette, Knox and
Washington, although they were the champions of human nature,
a cause dear to all men, were saved from the revolutionary scaf-
fold only by the success of their treason against a king whom the
very necessities of society required to reign. Milton’s ¢ Defence
of the People of England,” which was in truth a promulgation
of the same philosophy which we have been examining, was
burned h}' the pll]ﬂi:} executioner, and its immortal author only
by good fortune escaped the same punishment. The American
colonists derived this philosophy chiefly from the instructions of
Liocke, Hi{ill{‘j’ and Vane. Locke fled into exile, and Sidney and
Vane purish:‘:d as felons. Cicero, an earlier professor of the
same philosophy, fell on the sword of a public assassin, and
Socrates, who first inculcated it, drank the fatal hemlock, under
a judicial sentence, in the jail of Athens.

Still this philosophy, although heroic, is by no means therefore
to be regarded as unnecessary and visionary. The true heroic in
human thought and conduct is only the useful in the higher re-
gions of speculation and activity. If Republicanism, or purely
popular government, is the only form of political constitution
which permits the development of liberty and equality, which are
only other names for political justice, and if Republicanism can
only be established by the overthrow of Despotism, then this
philosophy is absolutely necessary to effect the freedom of man-
kind. All the ecitizens of this republic agree with us thus far.

But with many this is rather a speculation than a vital faith, and
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THE DESTINY OF AMERICA. 15

so they hesitate to allow full activity to the principles thus ac-
knowledged, through fear of disturbing the harmony of society
and the peace of the world. Nevertheless, it is clear that the
same philosophy which brings republican institutions into exist-
ence must be exclusively relied upon to defend and perpetuate
them. A tree may indeed stand and grow and flourish for many
seasons, although it is unsound at the heart; but just because it
18 s0 unsound, its leaves will ultimately wither, its branches will
fall, and its trunk will decay. It is only the house that is built
upon the rock that can surely and forever defy the tempests and
cthe waves. The founders of this republic knew this great truth
right well, for they said :—* «If Justice, Good Faith, Honor,
Gratitude, and all the other qualities which ennoble a nation and
fulfil the ends of governmen’, shall be the fruits of our establish-
ments, then the cause of Liberty will acquire a dignity and a
lustre which it has never yet enjoyed, and an example will be
set which cannot but have the most favorable influence on man-
kind. If, on the other side, our governments should be unfortu-
nately blotted with the reverse of these cardinal virtues, then the
great cause which we have engaged to vindicate will be dishon-
ored and betrayed. The last and fairest experiment of human
nature will be turned against them, and their patrons and friends
will be silenced by the insults of the votaries of tyranny and
oppression,”’

The example of Rome is often commended to us for our emu-
lation. Let us consider it then with becoming care. Rome had
indeed forms of religion and morals and a show of philosophy and
the arts, but in none of these was there more than the faintest
recognition of an universal Humanity. Her predecessor, Greece,
had, in a brilliant but brief and precocious career, invented the
worship of nature, or, in other words, the worship of deities,
which were only names given to the discovered forces of nature.
This religion did not indeed exalt the human mind to a just con-
ception of the Divine, but, on the other hand, it did not altogether
consign it to thesphere of sensuality. Rome unfortunately rejected
even this poor religion, because it was foreign and because it was
too spiritual ; and in its stead she established one which practi-

* Address of the Continental Congress, 1789,
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16 SPEECH OF WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

cally was the worship of the state itself. The Senate elected
gods for Rome, and these were expected to reward that distin-
guishing partiality by showing peculiar and discriminating favor
to the people of Rome, and the same political authority appointed
creed, precepts, ritual and priesthood. Doesit need {111aillifimll:iun
to show what the character of the creed, the precepts, the ritual,
and the priesthood thus established necessarily were? All were
equally licentious and corrupt.

As was the religion, so of course were the morals of Rome,
Ambition was the sole motive of the state. At first every
town in Italy, and afterwards every nation, however remote, was
regarded as an enemy to be conquered, not in retaliation for any
injuries received, nor even for the purpose of amending its barba-
rous institutions and laws, but to be despoiled and enslaved, that
Rome might be rich and might occupy the world alone. Fraud,
duplicity and treachery might be practiced against the foreigner,
and every form of cruelty might be inflicted upon the captive
who had resisted in self-defence or in defence of his country.
Military valor not only became the highest of virtues, but exclu-
sively usurped the name of virtue. The act of parricide was the
highest of crimes, not however because of its gross inhumanity,
but because by a legal fiction the father was a sacred type of the
Roman state. The sway of Rome, as it spread over the world
as then known, nevertheless grayitated towards the ﬂit:,f and cen-
tered in the Order of Patricians. The Plebeians were degraded
and despised because their ancestors were immigrants. Below
the Plebeians there was yet a lower order, consisting of prisoners
of war and their offspring, always numerous enough to endanger
the safety of the state. These were slaves, and the code of do-
mestic servitude established for the captured Africans and their
descendants in some parts of our own country is a meliorated
edition of that which Rome maintained for the government of
slaves as various in nation, language and religion as the enemies
she conquered. These orders, mutally hostile and aggressive,
were kept asunder by diseriminating laws and carefully cherished
prejudices, The Patricians divided the public domain among
themselves, although Plebeian blood was shed as profusely as their
own in acquiring it. The Patricians alone adniinistered justice,
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and they even kept the forms of its admimstration a profound
mystery sealed against the knowledge of those for whose safety
and welfare the laws existed. The Plebeian could approach the
Courts only as a client in the footsteps of a Patrician patron, and
- | for his aid in obtaining that justice which of course was an abso-
lute debt of the state, the Patrician was entitled to the support of
his client in every enterprise of personal interest and ambition.

Thus did Rome, while enslaving the world, blindly prepare the

e

machinery for her own overthrow by the agency of domestic fac-
tions. Industry in Rome was dishonored. The Plebeians labored
with the slaves. Patricians scorned all employments but that of
agriculture and the service of the state, And so Rome rejected

commerce and the arts. The person of the Patrician was invio-

lable, while the Plebeian forfeited liberty and for a lone period
) g1

T EmE——

even life by the failure to pay debts which his very necessities
| obliged him to contract. The slaves held their lives by the tenure
of their masters’ forbearance, and what that forbearance was we
learn from the fact that they arrayed the slaves against each other,

i | when trained as gl:t{“iilf}l'ﬂ, in mortal combat {tor the grtltifﬁ‘.:il:iml
of their own i}i'il]l'.! and the amusement of the Imulzlm Punish-
ments were graduated, not by the inherent turpitude of the crimes

committed, nor by the injury or danger resulting from them to

the state, but by the rank of the offender. What was that Roman

-2 e e T —————

liberty of which in such general and captivating descriptions we

read so much ? The Patrician enjoyed a licentious freedom, the

e

Plebeian an uncertain and humiliating one, extorted from the
| higher order by perpetual practices of sedition. Aeccording to
the modern understanding of popular rights and character, there
| was no people in Rome. So at least we learn from Cicero.
“ Non est enim consilium in vulgo. Non ratio, non discrimen, non
diligentia. Semperquc sapienter ea que populus ferenda non lau-
| danda.”

) i The domestic affections were stifled in that wild society, The
| wife was a slave and miglnz be beaten, transferred to another lord,
or divorced at pleasure. The father slew his children whenever
their care and support became irksome, and the state approved

the act. In such a Hm:iu!:,' the rich and great of course oOTeW
always richer and greater, and the poor and low always poorer

3
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and more debased ; and yet throughout all her long career did
Rome never establish one public charity, nor has history preserved
any memorable instances of private benevolence. Such wasthe
life of Rome under her kings and consuls. She attained the end
of her ambition, and became, as her historian truly boasts, # Popu-

lus Romanus victor dominwsque omnium gentium.”  But at the

same time the city trembled always at the very breathing of

popular Jiscontent, and every citizen and even the Senate, rene-
rals and consuls were every hour the slaves of superstitious fears
of the withdrawal of the favor of the gods. The people sighing
for milder and more genial laws, after the lapse of many centu-
ries recovered the lost ecode which the good kine Numa had
received from the goddess Egeria. Do we wonder that the
Senate inlerdicted its levii:-nrim:, lest 1t mieht [11'1}[||]r:[* aoitalion
dangerous to the public peace? Or can we be surprised when
we read that Cicero, whose philosophy was only less than divine,
when he found that the Republic was actually falling into ruins,
implored his new academy to be silent ?

You know well the prolonged but tearful :rz:f:1.~:lrr:}':hn, the civil
and the servile wars, the f.l'u:mhn':;hiiz. the usurpation, the empire,
the military despotism, the insurrections in the provinces, the inva-
sion by barbarians, the division and the dismemberment and the
tall ot the state, the extinetion of the Roman name, language and
laws, and the destruction of society, and even civilization itself,
not only in italy, but throughout the world, and the consequent
darkness which overshadowed the earth throughout seven centu-
ries. This is the moral of a state whose material life is stimulated
and perfected, while its spiritual life 1s neglected and extinguished.

And now 1t 18 seen that the Future which we ought to desire
for our country involves besides merely physical prosperity and
aggrandisement, corresponding intellectual development and ad-
vancement in virtue also. Has our spiritual life hitherto improved
equally with our material growth ?

It 12 not easy to an-wer the question. We were at first a small
and nearly a homogeneous people. We are now eight times
more numerous, and we have incorporated large and various
foreign elements in our society. We were originally a rural and

agricultural people. Now one-seventh of our population is found

—
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in manufacturing towns and commercial cities. We then were
poor, and lived in eonstant apprehension of domestic disorder
and of foreign danger, and we were at the same time distrustful
of the ::il]j;:t'il}' and .‘-LIFt]ri]i!:,' of our novel institutions. We are
now relatively rich, and all those doubts and fears have vanished.
We must make allowance for this great change of circumstances,
and we must remember also that it is the character of the great
mass of soclety now existing that is to be compared with, not the
heroie models of the H1.‘.".'11-]111.'111!1;”':-,' age, but with Fil{'il']:ﬁ' at large
as 1t then existed.

[t 1s certain that society has not declined. Religion has, indeed,
lost some of its ancient austerity, but waving the question whether
ascetlcism 18 a just test of religion, welnay safely say that the
change which has occurred, is only a compromise with foreign
elements of religion, for who will deny that those elements are
purer and more spiritual here than the systems existing abroad
from which they have been derived? Nor can it be denied that
while the ecclesiastical systems existing among us have been, with
even more than our rigorous early jealousy, kept distinet and
separate from the IJ:JHH['HE conduct of the state, relizious institu-
tions have been multiplied I‘[‘]:l11"~'|'1_‘».-' with the advance of settlement
and population, and are everywhere well and effectually sustained.
At the era of inrh*ln-m]mu'{: we had little intellectual reputation,
except what a bold and successful metaphysician and a Tii_f{u'uus
explorer in natural philosophy had wou for us. We have now,
I think, a recognized and respectable rank im the republic of
letters. It is true, indeed, that we have produced few great works
in speculative science and polite literature, but those are not the
df}imr'rrn{*n!::, which during the last half century have u]llt*ii}r
engaged the human mind. A long season of political reform aud
recovery from exhausting wars has necessarily required intellect-
ual activity in reducing into use the discoveries before made; and
we may justly claim that in applying the elements of science to
the improvement and advaleement of Agriculture, Art and Com-
merce, we have not been HIJ!']HI.‘-':-H,'r_I

I do not seek to disguise from myself, nor from you, the existence
of a growing passion for territorial aggrandizement, which often

exhibits a gross disregard of justice and illllI]ll[]it}'. Nevertheless,
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I am not one of those who think that the temper of the nation
has become already unsettled. Accidents favoring the indulgence
of that passion, have been met with a decree of self denial that
no other nation ever practiced. Aggrandisement has been ineci-
dental, while society has nevertheless bestowed its chiet care on
developments of natural resources, reforms of political constitu-
tions, melioration of codes, the diffusion of knowledge, and the
cultivation of virtue. If this benign policy has been chiefly
exercised within the domain of State authority, and has not
reached our federal system, the explanation is obvious in the facts
that the popular will is by virtue of the federal constitution, slower
in reaching that system, and that we inherited fears which seemed
patriotic of the dange®of severance of the Union, to result from
innovation. If we have not in the federal government forsaken
as widely as we ought to have done, systems of administration
borrowed from countries where liberty was either unknown or
was greatly abridged, and so have maintained armies and navies
and diplomucy, on a scale of unnecessary grandeur and ostenta-
tion, it can hardly be contended that they have in any great degree
corrupted the public virtue. Inquiry i1s now more active than it
has heretofore been, and it may not be doubted that the federal
action will hereafter, though with such moderation as will pro-
duce no danger and justify no alarm, be made to conform to the
sentiments of prudence, enterprise, justice and humanity which
prevail among the people.

Looking through the states which formed the confederacy in its
h::g‘ilmiug; we find as general facts, that public order has been
effectually maintained, public faith has been preserved, and public
tranquillity has been undisturbed, that justice has everywhere
been regularly adminisiered and generally with impartiality. We
have established a system of education, which, it is true, is sur-
passed by many European Iustitutions, in regard to the instruction
afforded, but which nevertheless 1s far more equal and universal
in regard to the masses which are éducated ; and we are begin-
ning to see that system adapted equally to the education of both
sexes, and of all races, which 1s a feature altogether new even in
modern civilization, and promises the most auspicious results to
the cause of Liberty and Virtue. Our literature half a century

i
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ago was altogether ephemeral and scarcely formed an element of

moral or pr:lill:rzﬂ_ influence. It 13 now marked with our own

national ]}1'111{-11nls:.~1 and sentiments, and exerts every H;t}’ an in-

ereasing influence on the national mind. The Journalist Press,
A | originally a feeble institution, often engaged in exciting the pas-

sions and alarming the fears of society, and dividing it into un-

compromising and unforgiving factions, has been constantly
assuming a higher tone of morality and more patriotic and humane
principles of action. There are indeed gross abuses of the power
of suffrage, but still our popular elections on the whole, express
the will of the people, and are even less influenced by authority,
| prejudice and passion, than heretofore. Slavery, an institution |
| that was at first quite universal, has now come to be acknowledged
as a peculiar one existing in only a portion of the states. Andif |
as I doubt not, you, like myself, are impatient of its continuance,

then you will nevertheless find g]'::uml for much satisfaction 1n

the fact that the foreign slave trade has been already by unani-
mous consent of all the states condemned and repudiated, that
o manumission has been effected in half of the states, and that,

notwithstanding the great political influence which the institution

' has been able to organize, a healthful, constant, and growing pub- |
lic sentiment, nourished by the suggestions of sound economy and
the instinets of justice and humamty, 1s leading the way with
marked advance towards a complete and universal though just

I

and peaceful emancipation.

It must be borne in mind now that all this moral and social
improvement has been effected not by the exercise of any author-
ity over the People, but by the People themselves acting with
freedom from all except self imposed restraints.

Of the new states it is happily true that they have almost with-
out exception voluntarily organized their governments according
to the most perfect models furnished by the elder members of the
1 confederacy, aud that they have uniformly maintained law, order
and faith, while they have with wonderful forecast been even more
munificent than the elder states in laying broad foundations of

liberty and virtue. On the whole we think that we may claim |
that under the H[:pul]licﬂn system established here, the people
have governed themselves safely and wisely, and have enjoyed a
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greater amount of prosperity and happiness than under any form
of constitution was ever before or elsewhere vouchsafed to any
portion of mankind.

Nevertheless this review proves only that the measure of
knowledge and virtue we possess is equal to the exigency of the
Republic under the circumstances in which it was oreanized.
Those circumstances are passing away and we are entering a
career of wealth, power and expansion. In that career it is
manifest that we shall need higher intellectual attainments and
greater virtue as a nation than we have hitherto possessed, or else
there 18 no adaptation of means to ends in the scheme of the
Divine Government. Nay, we shall need in this new emergency
intellect and virtue surpassing those of the honored founders of
the Republic. I am aware that this proposition will seem to you
equally unreasonable and irreverent. Nevertheless you will on
a moment’s reflection admit its truth. Did the invention of the
nation stop with the discoveries of Fulton and Fraunklin? On
the contrary those philosophers if they could now revisit the
earth, would bow to the genius which has pertected the steam
engine and the telegraph with a homage as protound as that with
which we honor their own preat memory. So I think Jefferson
and even Washington under the same circumstances instead of
accusing us of degeneracy, would be lost in admiration of the
extent and perfection to which we have safely carried in practice
the theory of self government which they established amid so
much uncertainty, and bequeathed to us with so much distrust,
Shall we acquit ourselves of ‘obligation if we rest content with
either the achievements, the iT]htIIi;__{_L'm:l} or the virtue of our
ancestors? If so, then the prospect of mankind is hnl}:.'lm'.-; 1n-
deed, for then it must be true that not only is there an impassable
stage of social perfection, but that we have reached it, and that
henceforth not only we but all mankind must recede from it and
civilization must everywhere decline. Such a hypothesis does
violence to every power of the human mind and every hope of
the human heart. Moreover these energies and aspirations are
the forces of a divine nature within us, and to admit that they
can be stifled and suppressed is to contradict the manifest pur-
poses of human existence. Yet it will be quite absurd to claim
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that we are fulfilling these purposes if we shall fail to produce
hereafter benefactors of our race equal to Fulton and Franklin
and Adams and even Washington. Let us, hold these honored
characters indeed as models, but not of unapproachable perfec-
tion. Let us on the contrary weigh and fully understand our
great responsibilities, It is well that we can rejoice in the renown
of a Cooper, an Irving and a Bancroft, but we have yet to give
birth to a Shakspeare, a Milton and a Bacon. The fame of
Patrick Henry and of John Adams may suflice for the past, but
the world will yet demand of us a Burke and a Demosthenes. We
may repose for the present upon the fame of Morse and Fulton
and Franklin, but Human :“:'H['i[‘T::.‘ 13 entitled to look to us ere
long for a Des Cartes and a Newton. If we disappoint these
expectations and acknowledge burselves unequal to them, then
how shall it be made to appear that freedom is better than slavery,
and Republicanism more conducive to the welfare of mankind
than Despotism? To cherish aspirations humbler than these is
equally to shrink from our responsibilities and to dishonor the
memory of the ancestors we so justly revere.

And now I am sure that your hearts will sink into some depth
of despondency when I ask whether American society now
exhibits the influences of these higher but necessary aspirations?
I think that everywhere there is confessed a decline from the bold
and stern virtue which at some previous time, was inculcated and
practiced in Executive councils and in Representative chambers.
I think that we all are conscious that recently we have met ques-
tions of momentous responsibility, in the organization of govern-
ments over our newly acquired territories, and appeals to our
sympathy and aid for oppressed nations abroad in a spirit of
timidity and of compromise. I think that we all are conscious of
having abandoned something of our high morality in suffering
important posts of public service at home and abroad to fall
sometimes into the hands of mercenary men destitute of true
Republican spirit, and of generous aspirations to promote the
welfare of our country and of mankind,

“Bouls that no hope of future praize inflame,

Cold and insensible to glorious fame,”
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I think that we are accustomed to excuse the national demoral-
1zation which has produced these results on the ground that the
practice of a sterner virtue might have disturbed the harmony of
Er}-‘:if!t}', and E|1:1:11]f_]|'hc'r{*:] the safety of that fabric of Union on
which all our hopes depend. In this we forget that a nation must
always recede if it be not actually advancing: that as Hope is

=

the element of progress, so Fear admitted into public counsels
betrays like Treason.

But there is nevertheless no sufficient reason for the distrust of
the national virtue. Moral forces are like material forces, subject
to conflict and reaction. It is only through successive reactions
that knowledge and virtue advance. The great conservative and
restorative forces of society still remain and are acquiring all the
while even greater vigor than they have ever heretofore exercised.
Whether I am right or not in this opinion, all will agree that an
increase of popular intelligence and a renewal of public virtue are
necessary. This is saying nothing new, for it is a maxim of po-
litical science that all nations must continually advance in know-
ledge and renew their constitutional virtues or must perish. I
am sure that we shall do this because I am sure that our great
capacity for advancing the welfare of mankind has not yet been
exhausted, and that the promises we have given to the cause of
Humanity will not be suffered to fail by Him who overrules all
human events to the promotion of that cause,

But where 1s the ageney that 1s to work out these so necessary
results? Shall we look to the Press? Yes, we may hope much
from the Press for it is free. It can safely inculcate truth and
expose prejudice, error and injustice. The Press moreover is
strong in its perfect mechanism, and it reaches every mind
throughout this vast and ever widening confederacy. But the
Press must have editors and authors, men pusmﬁsing talents, edu-
cation and virtue, and so qualified to instruct, enlighten and cuide
the People.

Shall we look to the sacred desk? Yes indeed, for it is of
divine institution and is approved by human experience. The
ministers of Christ, inculcating divine morals under divine
authoirity with divine sanctions and sustained and aided by special
co-operating influences of the Divine Spirit, are now carrying
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| further and broadly onward the great work of the renewal of the
| civilization of the world, and its emancipation from superstition
and despotism. But the desk also must have ministers, men |
possessing talents, education and virtue, and so qualified to en-

lighten, instruct and guide mankind. |

But however well the Press, the Desk, and the popular Tribune '
may be qualified to instruct and elevate the People, their success
and consequently their influence must after all depend largely on
the measure of intelligence and virtue possessed by the People
when sufficiently matured to receive their instructions. Editors,
Authors, Ministers, Statesmen and People, all are qualified for |
their respective posts of duty in the institutions of popular educa- |
tion, and the standard of these is established by that which is |
recognized among us by the various names of the Academy, the |
College and the University. We see, then, that the University
holds a chief place among the institutions of the American Re-
public.

I may not attempt to specify at large what the University ought
to teach or how it ought to impart its instructions. That has been |
confided to abler and more practical hands. But I may venture to
insist on the necessity of having the standard of moral d uty main- |
tained at its just height by the University. That institution must |
be rich and full in the knowledge of the sciences which it imparts,
but this is not of itself enough. It must imbue the national mind
with correct convictions of the greatness and excellence to which |
it ought to aspire. To do this it must accustom the public mind |
to look beyond the mere temporary consequences of actions and
events to their ultimate influence on the direction of the Republic
and on.the progress of mankind. So it will enable men to decide |
between prejudice and reason, expediency and duty, the dema- |
gogue and the statesman, the bigot and the christian.

The standard which the University shall establish must corres-
pond to the principles of eternal truth and equal justice, The
University must be conservative. It must hold fast every just
principle of moral and political science that the experience of
‘mankind has approved, but it must also be bold, remembering
that in every human system there are always political supersti-

il

tions upholding physical slavery in some of its modes, as there
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are always religious superstitions upholding intellectual slavery
in some of its forms; that all these superstitions stand upon pre-
scription, and that they can only be exploded where Opinion is
left free, and Reason is ever active and vigorous. But the Uni-
versity must nevertheless practice and teach moderation and
charity even to error, remembering that involuntary error will
necessarily be mingled also even with its own best instructions,
that unbridled zeal overreaches and defeats itself, and that hLe
who would conguer 1 moral discussion, like him who would
prevail in athletic games, must be temperate in all things.

Reverend Instructors and Benevolent Founders, this new
institution by reason of its location in the centre of Ohio, itself a
central one among these thirty-one united communities, must
exert an influence that can scarcely be conceived now upon the
weltare and fame of our common country. Devote it then 1 pray
you to no mere partizan or sectarian objects. Remember that
the Patriot and the Christian is a partizan or a sectarian, only
because the constitution of society allows him no other mode of
efficient and beneficent activity., Let « Capital University” be
dedicated not to the interests of the I ~autiful city which it adorns,
nor even to the interests of the great and prosperous state whose
patronage I hope it will largely enjoy, nor even to the Republic
of which I trust it is destined to become a tower of strength and
support. On the contrary if' you would make it promote most
effectually all these precious interests, dedicate it I enjoin upon
you, as our forefathers dedicated all the institutions which they
established, to the cause of Human Nature.
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