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PRERFACE.

s

C;\[)T;\[N LYONS having asked me to write a

preface to his book on the Central Asian Ques-
tion, I have much pleasure in stating that he has
particular qualifications for writing on this difficult
and complex subject, and he has produced a work
that is both interesting and instructive.

[ndia is the weak point in our Imperial armour,
but since the Russo-Japanese War there has been
less interest evinced in the affairs of the Middle
Fast; however, the old troubles are sure to Crop up

agaln.

[ am very generally in agreement with the
views of the author, but no two men are likely to
agree on every point. However, Captain Lyons
puts his case very fairly, and never hesitates to

quote authorities who do not support his arguments.

There can be no doubt that it 1s very desirable
that a book on the Central Asian Question should
appear from time to time, so as to bring the subject
up-to-date. The extension of railways, changes in
the political situation and many other circumstances
are continually modifying the conditions upon which
we base our opinions regarding the military situa-
tion so iar as it concerns our interests in India.

We should do what we can to avoid war in
Central Asia, if only from the fact that it would
cause great unrest in Afghanistan and India, and
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such a war would put a great strain on our resources
without offering any compensating advantages.

We may be sure that Russia will expand along
the line of least resistance.

Captain Lyons might have mentioned the
atrocious climate of the Persian Gulf, and that no
good harbour exists. Further, India would be of
no value to Russia without command of the sea,
therefore, we may well agree with the author that
Russia never seriously contemplates its conquest,
but. she is well aware of her capacity, when it suits
her purpose, to foment serious trouble. Consequent-
ly, her nearer approach to our frontier must always
be a matter for serious consideration.

[f there is any freaty engagement to protect
the Ameer from external attack, there must be some
special provision regarding Afghan-Turkestan which
i« on the far side of the Hindu Kush.

The railway from Quetta to Nushki strength-
ened our strategical position, but its extension to
Seistan would, under existing conditions, weaken 1t.

One of the principal causes of distress and
trouble in India is the early and improvident marri-
ages resulting in the population imereasing much
faster than the subsistence.

There are many reasons why there must be
unrest and a great upheaval in India, and we have
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to face an extremely serious, complicated and diffi-
cult situation, and if it was for that reason alone, I
should always be against any reduction of our regular
army, and in favour of service in India being
maintained sufficiently attractive to induce our best
men to do their life’s work in the Civil or Military
service of that country. It is extremely dangerous
to blunder where the interests of three hundred
millions of ])(‘t)})l(,‘ are concerned, even \\'h(.‘ll t]lt‘_\’ ale
of different races and religions.

REGD. C. HART.
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INTRODUCTION.

N the consideration of every great question and
more especially such a complex and abstruse
problem as the Central Asian Question, of which
India is now universally acknowledeed to be the
leading factor, it is most emphatically NEeCessary
to * Hear Both Sides ",

By the above I infer the concentration of one’s
attention, with the utmost energy of an unbiassed
mind, on the points of view of both sides as regards
the question under consideration, sifting all tangible
arguments for and against the particular and
peculiar policies of the countries concerned and
finally deducing the reasons for the adoption of
such political motives,

The Central Asian Question has formed for me
an interesting topic of study for the past few vears
of my service in the Indian Ariny, and, when residing
in Russia in 1905-1906 for the study of the language.
[ made a point of examining the question from the
Russian point of view, particularly of course so far
as 1t affected an invasion of India.

I travelled all over Russia’s great country and,
speaking Russian fluently,* was lucky enough to
have opportunities given tome of conversing with
many distinguished Russians, soldiers and civilians,
and listening to their views on Central Asian matters.

* Interpreter, Civil Service Commission,London, Oct. 1906. with record
marks (96%).




Vi

On returning to India early in 1907, I gave a
couple of military lectures on the subject of ** An
[Invasion of India from a Russian point of view,”
and wrote a tew articles. 1 was afterwards approach-
ed, by many of my brother officers and friends,
with a request that I should write a book, briefly
dealing with the whole subject. 'T'he result has been
the book I now venture to present to the public. In
it I have endeavoured to group together all the
different branches of the whole Central Asian
Question and to treat the subject en masse so as to
enable the British reading public to gain a general,
comprehensive and complete knowledge of this most
interesting problem without having to refer to
numerous works of reference.

Many great books have been written in the past
on different branches of this huge question such as :
Curzon's Persia and the Persian (‘)/l:'.\'/l.rlh’. B(blllg(‘.]'..\'
Fngland and Russia in Central Asia, ete. DBut
people who are not enthusiasts on the subject do not
care to study several long standard works in order to
obtain a certain amount of accurate and precise know-
ledge, and it is for this reason that I have undertaken
the production of a book which I humbly consider
constitutes a multum in parvo of accurate and in-
teresting information. In it efforts have been made
to put into the proverbial nutshell the whole pith of
this most important question which holds such a high
place in the ranks of International Politics.

* Professor Vamberv’s new book on India, Franke's History of
Western Tibet, Dr. Rouire's La rivalité anglo-russe aw 19 iéme siécle en
Aste., ete, ete.
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I have provided the book with two maps fully
1llustrating the subject and showing all frontiers and
existing and projected railways. It is my earnest
hope that, besides being of interest to the general
reader, the book may be of great use to my brother-
officers, especially to those preparing for the Staff
College Admission Examination, as dealing with a
subject it has hitherto been very difficult to get up
n a limited time.

As far as I am aware, this subject has never
been so treated before, and I claim that the perusal
of these few pages will give my readers a more
comprehensive and concise knowledge of the whole
status quo in Central Asia than the reading of many
books involving a very considerable outlay of time.

The most eminent Russian, French, German,
British and other authorities have been consulted
and every endeavour has been made to obtain the
latest and most accurate information and statistics.

My best thanks are due to my friend Mr. J. C.
Adam, Barrister-at-law, Madras, for having kindly
seen the book through the press during my absence
on duty in West Africa.

[f the author succeeds, by the publishing of
this book, in lessening the labours of a few of the
more studious of his brother-officers and drawing the
attention of the British public to the real state of
affairs in Central Asia, he will consider his efforts
very amply rewarded.

GrosveENor CLus, GERVAIS LYONS,
PiccapiLLy, Captawn, The Suffolk Regt.

Loxpox, w. (late Indian Army).




O e P I PN R e e IO A e IR 0 e A R et s B D




1
{
§
|
|
|

- v . - » e o " ‘ . : %
T g i N

CHAPTER |

The Importance of India







CHAPTER |

The Importance of India.

HE Central Asian Question is a very complex

one and one that, in the opinion of Lord

Curzon, an interested person can never tire of
studying.

Boulger, atter the Anglo-Afghan War of I1878.79,
in referring to the Central Asian Question in his
lamous book FEngland and Russia in Central Asia.
sald :  * The question is what is to be the destiny of
Russia and Great Britain in Central Asia, and its
solution may be looked for in the determination of
Russia’s intentions with regard to Persia, China and
India.” The question, so far as Great Britain is
concerned, has always been, and will always remain,
a question of guarding India, and concerns itself with
two undertakings :

(1) The safeguarding of all lines of com-

munication connecting India with the
Mother Country.

(2) The more direct sateguarding of India
1tself.

To ensure the above, Great Britain must so
direct her policy that Persia, Afghanistan. and West.
ern China, shall remain independent and undivided,
and, if possible, more prone to British influence than
that of any other power. She must also endeavouy
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to ensure that the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles
shall be always closed to Russia. In addition to
the above, Russia must never be allowed to obtain
a port in the Persian Gulf, and the fact of her
obtaining or negotiating to obtain the same must
be regarded by Great Britain as a casus bellu.

The question, in so far as it concerns Russia,
resolves itself into a determination to penetrate to
the open sea. Her expansion towards the open sea
was a necessity to her well-being as her own territory
had too much sameness about it, and lacked sea-
board. and, added to this, her frontiers were 1mpossi-
ble ones. In the past several attempts were made by
Russia to obtain access to the Mediterranean by the
Bosphorus and the Dardanelles which were frustrat-
ed by the European Powers, amongst whom Great
Britain. in her anxiety to safeguard her lines of
communication with India, was the prime mover.

Turkey then disappeared from the arena, as far
as Russia’s political aims were concerned, and expan-
sion was continued across Manchuria to Vladivostock
and from Harbin southwards to the waters of the
Yellow Sea. Her Manchurian ambitions were tem-
porarily crushed by the recent Russo-Japanese War,
and it now remains open to discussion as tc whether
Jussia will again hazard expansion in one of the
above formerly-tried directions, will concentrate all
her energies on expansion across Persia to gain
access to the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean
or will press forward across Afghanistan against
India.

Py
)



The latter two political - aims may be most
naturally classed in one and the same category, as
1t 1s scarcely conceivable that the prosecution of one
of them would not lead to that of the other unless a
gross error in international policy were committed
by one or other of the Great Powers concerned
Russia and Great Britain. India has, in recent
years, come to be considered by Russia the leading
tactor in the Central Asian Question, the pivot
around which all the other adjacent countries
revolve (Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Persia, and
Kashgaria or Chinese Turkestan), each and all
deriving their importance from their nearness to
this important possession of ours. Professor
Snessarev, President of the Central Asian Depart.-
ment of the Society of Oriental Research in Russia
and a member of the Russian General Staff, referring
to Great DBritain’s anxiety to safeguard her
communications by sea to India, says, in his recent
book, India,* * The Egyptian expedition had already
shown the particular importance of guarding the
sea communications ; since that time, anxiety about
the same has played a considerable part in the
policy of the British as regards the Eastern
Question, especially during historical moments.

" Taking into account measures directed against
Russia alone, in order to safeguard these communica-
tions, we have the creation of the Crimean War, the
burning of our fleet and the closing of the Straits
for us.”

* St. Petersburg, 1906, recently translated by me.
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The fact that India has now practically become
the centre of gravity of the Central Asian Question
1s easily explained. On the completion of the Suez
Canal in 1869, England’s line of communication
with India became homogeneous (i.e.. a water-way)
and more vulnerable by the Russian Black Sea fleet,
for which reason England sided with Turkey in the
Russo-Turkish War of 15877-78 so as to safeguard her
interests. As a result, Russia did not succeed in
obtaining a passage to the Mediterranean Sea, the
Bosphorus and the Dardanelles being again, as after
the Crimean War, closed to her, thus shutting up
her fleet in the Black Sea. After the Russo-Turkish
War, a strengthening of German influence in
Turkey took place, and England then transferred
the centre of gravity to the Bast.

The projects of Napoleon and the mission
sent by him to Persia in 1807, had caused the British
to recognize the predominance ol Persia in the
Bastern Question. By the Treaty of the 12th
March, 1809, England renewed her influence
(shattered after the conclusion by Napoleon of a
Treaty with Persia on the 4th May, 1807) and
successfully opposed the Russians and the French
for close on 30 years.

Finally, towards the end of the Thirties (First
Afghan War, 15839), coming to the conclusion that
the advantages of Russia’s geographical contact
deprived her of a chance of obtaining entire predomi-
nance in Persia, England turned her attention




specially to Afghanistan, making Persia only an
object of commercial rivalry. Thus the centre of
gravity of the Central Asian Question has become,
to all intents and purposes, India. I shall later
refer to the revival of the importance of Southern
and Kastern Persia in the shape of the Seistan
Question.

The influential bearing of India on interna-
tional policy described above alone constitutes for her
an overbearing importance in the scale of destiny,
giving rise to her being dubbed by Russian experts
and others ** The Key to the Entire World’s Policy.”
But her material and strategic importance combined
with her enormous population of 300,000,000 souls,
one-fifth of the total population of the entire world’s
surface, inspire all rational students ot the Central
Asian Question with awe at their maenitude.
~ India is regarded by all leading men and
experts in Central Asian affairs in Russia as the
Achilles heel of Great Britain’s might and the pledge
of her fame. * Lord Curzon, late Viceroy of India,
once said :  ** India is so valuable to Great Britain
that there is not a single British family which
would not send out its last son to defend it, did the
necessity arise.”

It may be deemed immaterial and of very
small account that certain British subijects, not
recognizing the extreme importance of India to the
mother-country, have, from time to time, in their
speeches and writings, designated her as a bugbear
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and drain on the country’s resources and ever
expressed surprise that Great Britain has persisted
in holding on to India instead of ‘‘ deserting this
profitless country and leaving it to its fate.”

India is by far the most valuable possession
administered by Great Britain, not only on account
of 1ts great natural wealth and huge population, but
also on account of the vast field of investments for
British capital and of emiployment there for Britain’s
sons in the military and administrative departments
of Government, thus providing lucrative billets to
her ambitious youth and relieving the pressure on
the mother-country.’” India is also an enormous trade
centre and an important sea-junction, a great con-
centration camp for troops and an admirable
replenishing terminus for ordnance, commissariat
and other expeditionary stores.

Finally, she constitutes a great naval auxiliary
base,whence expeditions to Egypt, East Africa,South
Africa and throughout the Eastern theatre generally,
can easily be planned ; and, indeed, had Great Bri-
tain not possessed India, many of her past expedi-
tions would have either been unfeasible or beset by
enormous difficulties, rendering their successful
termination a matter of dubious conjecture.

Although Free Trade 1s in vogue in India,
England, as ruler, has the lion’s share of the imports
and exports—the fact of the trade predominance

remaining with the rulers is -very noticeable
mongst all Eastern races.
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In 1897 the total imports amounted to about
sixty millions sterling, of which Great Britain’'s share
was almost sixty per cent ; the next largest importers
being Germany and Belgium with about three per
cent. each.* In 1900 Great Britain’s share amounted
to sixty-six per cent.

[n that same year the total exports amounted

to about eighty millions sterling, of which about

g
thirty per cent. went to Great Britain, about thirteen
per cent. to China (principally opium), seven per
cent. to Germany and six per cent. to France.

The main exports from India to England are
raw products, such as cotton and jute, which
frequently return to the country in the shape of
English fabric.

As regards the carrying trade, out of the 5000
ships (3,900,000 tons) engaged in the export trade,
entering Indian ports in 1897 English ships
possessed a tonnage of 3,100,000 (about eighty per
cent.). The value of the sea-trade has increased
1400 per cent. during the last sixty years.

India has an extensive sea-board, her most
important harbours being Calcutta, Bombay,
Rangoon, Karachi and Madras. These five leading
harbours receive about ninety-five per cent. of the
imports and dispatch about ninety per cent. of the
exports.

* The figures of Imports and Expores from 1900 to 1908 are, in Rupees :

1900-1901, Lmports, Rs, 105 47,13,514 : xports, Rs, 121,94,59,603,
1905-1906. o ., 143.76.47.552 ¥ W 177.30.56.270.
1907-1908, ‘s w 177,80,56,270 : 'y - IR2,72,92,925,

t Federov's Rivalry of Commercial Interests i the Fast, St. Peters-

burg, 1903.
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Calcutta, the capital of India, is on the left
bank of the Hoogly river, eighty miles from the sea,
and is the great seat of trade and commerce. From
Karachi there is a large export trade in wheat from
the Punjab and the North-west of India, over
1,009,000 tons being shipped annually.

About eighty per cent. of the Indian population
pursue agriculture, {rom which one-fourth of the
country’s revenue is drawn and which takes the
shape of rice, cotton, jute, indigo, opium, tea, coffee,
fruit, tobacco, rubber and grain.

There are also extensive forests and the country
1S rich 1n minerals, such as carbon and its
compounds—coal, petroleum, amber and graphite —
gold, silver, tin, copper, zine, lead, antimony, iron,
stone, manganese, slate, lime, cement, etc. Coal is
the most valuable mineral worked and the largest
supporter of labour. About ninety-five per cent. of 1t
is used in developing the industries ot the country.

The Kolar Gold Fields in Mysore are most
valuable.

Liabour is very cheap and India is one of the
best markets in the world.

Her land and water communications (both sea

and river) are extremely good, her railway system ¢
being one oi the most complete and efficient in the

world. Her telegraphic communications are excellent |
and she is well supplied with transport in camels
(Baluchi and Bikaneer animals are the best), carrying
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loads from 400 to 800 lbs., donkeys, mules, horses,
ponies, bullocks and yaks. Transport corps have
been established and the system of registration of all
available transport in the different districts of the
country has been adopted.

India thus offers lucrative employment for
English trade, ship-building, traffic, capital and
industry, and a rich field for British intelligence.
She 1s a great centre for trade with the neighbouring
coasts, and may rightly be described as the mainstay

ot English Power in Asia and the Eastern Hemisphere.

[n the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the
British, with the help of their trading settlements,
shared the East India trade with the Portuguese,
Dutch, French, Danes and Swedes. At the end of
the eighteenth century the DBritish East India
Company commanded the entire trade, other
Companies having sunk into insignificance. From
the mouth of the Ganges, as also from the southern

O

end of the peninsula, the Company’s troops secured
and extended their authority, and, although the
French frequently came to the assistance of the
natives of India, the English in 1818, after the con-
clusion of the long and expensive Mahratta Wars,
could regard their suzerainty over India secured.

From that time to the year 1857 (100 years
atter Clive’s victory at Plassey), the English suc-
ceeded in incorporating a number of vassal States
into their possessions. In a bloody campaign with
the Afghans (1839-42), due to Russian intrigue, they
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reached Kabul and Kandahar, and in 1849 annexed
the Punjab and Peshawar, as the populations of
these districts had made an alliance with the Afchans.
The mutiny was perhaps due, in part, to this rapid
expansion and was further aggravated by the agita-
tors playing on the religious feelings of the natives.
About 20,000 Company’s troops and 29,000 Inperial
troops formed the whole European force used. Thus
in 1858 the administration of India passed from the
Company to the Crown.

Thenceforward the aim of the Government was
to draw the princes and upper classes over to British
interests by making them content with their lot, to
respect their native religions, laws and customms and
to develop the resources and culture of the land.

Since that time there has only been one serious
rising (in Upper Burma in 1886 after the conquest
of 1885) which was crushed by Lord Roberts with
Native troops.

There has, however, arisen the so-called ** Hindi
movement,” which has latterly been still further
developing and causing a species of *° Unrest,” the
original object of the same having been to nation-
alize the native element by the general improvement
of education and sinking of political difference, in
order to obtain social and political equality with the
British and gain admittance into the highest offices
of State so as to prepare the way for an Indian
National Parliament. The National Congress, sanc-
tioned in 1885, whose representatives belong to the
educated classes, keeps the Government informed of




the current opinion of the masses of the people. The
differences between the Mohammedans and the
Hindus are so great that they {all foul of each other

on all pussihlv OCCASIONS.

There are ()lll.\' about '.3(_)(),()(}() British in
India whereas there are 300,000,000 natives, of
which 215,000,000 are Hindus, 60,000,000 Moham-
medans and 7,000,000 Buddhists. and it is to
her principle “ Divide and Rule,” that Great
Britain owes her strength. Her policy in India
1s similar to that of Alexander the Great and
diametrically opposite to that of Russia, as the latter
does not usually employ any of her Central Asian
subjects in her fighting line.

The whole of India, with the (‘.\('('l)t.i()n of the
Presidencies of Bombay and Madras and the Native
States, 1s directly administered by the Viceroy in
Council, under the supren:e control of the Secretary
of State for India. The executive Council 1s com-
posed of a select body of Departmental Experts, as
in  Finance, Public Works, Law, etc., who are a
species of Miniature Secretaries ot State. The Im-
perial Departments, such as Posts and Telegraphs,
Railways, Customs, etc., are directly under the
administration of the Viceroy in Council throughout
the whole of India. In the Presidencies of Bombay
and Madras, all non-imperial matters are adminis-
tered by the Governors in Council, under the direct
control of the St‘(_'l‘(*tzn'-\' of State.

Residents and Agents are appointed by the
Indian Government to enforce an effective control




1 4

over the aflairs of the vassal States: some of these
pay tribute and some maintain troops as auxilia-
ries—*‘ Imperial Service Troops.” Only in the case
of a few States does vassalage limit itself simply to

a recognition of British Suzerainty.

For the security of the North-west Frontier,
Lord Curzon, when Viceroy of India in 1898-9%),
adopted the following principles :-

(1) Frontier forts to be abandoned and

regular troops withdrawn.

(2) The guarding of the frontier to be carried
out by militia raised amongst the frontier
tribes. some of which were to be re-orga-
nized and supplied with British Officers.

(3) Regular DBritish and Native Troops to
be united in advanced and fortified camps
and kept as reserves. These camps were
to be connected, by narrow gauge rail-
ways, with the railway network of the
plains of India, thus increasing the

“ capability of approach.”

With reference to the last principle, Lord
Kitchener of Khartoum, on being appointed Com:-
mander-in-Chief of India in November 1902, turned
his attention to the better defence of India as regards
re-organization of her regular troops on more mobile

and supple lines, so as to have a larger army
immediately available for striking purposes and do
away with small stations devoid of strategic value.

- -

—— e i,
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He directed attention to :

(1) The maintenance of the internal security
of the country,

(24) Its protection from invasion.

and in 1£05 divided the army into two commands :

(1) Northern Command. consisting of five
divisions and three independent Frontier
brigades.

(2) Southern Command, consisting of four
divisions and the Burma and Aden

garrisons.

Divisions were of course subdivided Into
brigades and the establishment of senior officers Was
put down at three generals, six lieut.-generals,
twenty-four major-generals and 110 substantive
colonels (including brigadiers and so-called colonels-
on-the-staff).

Militia corps were also re-organized and included
two battalions of Khyber Rifles, two battalions of
Kurram Militia, the Zhob Levy Corps and the
Northern and Southern Waziristan Militia.

The transport had been previously organized
into corps, mule corps (draught and pack), camel
corps, camel cart and pony cart trains and ekka, (an
Indian country vehicle) trains, and Lord Kitchener
at the Delhi maneuvres in 1902, immediately
preceding the Delhi Coronation Durbar, was warmly
congratulated by a certain German Baron attached
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to his staff for the mancuvres as possessing the
finest transport in the world.

The success of Lord Kitchener's great schene,
making it possible to amass on the Indian irontier,
at very short notice, a striking force of about 160,000
men to campaign under the same generals and

colonels that they bad served under in time

of peace—a very important factor—has been proved
by the recent short, successful and inexpensive
expedition against the Zakka Khels under Sir James

Willcocks.

As regards the number of troops at the dis-
posal of Great Britain in India I give the following
estimate :

(1) British troops stationed in India, vary-
ing from 75,000 to 68,000 men and
consisting of 52 battalions of intantry,
36 squadrons of cavalry, 42 field, 11 horse
and 8 mountain batteries, 23 companies
of garrison artillery, 366 guns and about
122,000 horses : say, 15,000 men.

(2) Native troops now called the Indian
Army and officered, in the higher ranks,
by British Officers, the company officers
being all natives of India, composed of
148 battalions of infantry, 166 squadrons
of cavalry with full complement of
horses and about S native mountain

batteries : say, 165,000 men.

-
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(3) Ilmperial Service Troops, cavalry and
infantry : say, 20,000 men.
(4) Reserve of the Indian Army: about
t0) 000 men,

(5) Frontier Militia : about 5000 men.

(6) Volunteers, including about -"37infzmtry
battalions, 40 squadrons and 5 batteries :
about 20,000 men.

Total : about 323.000 men.

To the above may be added about 10.000
British reservists in India and native troops of
vassal princes might be taken at about 50.000
men. There are also the Governors’ and Viceroy’s
body-guards and the Imperial Cadet Corps (a few
young scions of noble birth, mostly educated at
Chiefs’ colleges).

Thus the total number of troops available for
all purposes would be roughly about 390,000 men.

The value of Indian troops (native) has been
tested, with great success, in other countries besides
India, viz : China 1900 :; Somaliland 1902-1904 : and
Tibet 1904,

The number of home troops it would be possible
to delegate to the defence of India in case of great
emergency 1s difficult to state as it must depend
largely on political events.

There is a regular army in Great Britain of
about 200,000 men, expanding to nearly 300,000

2
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on the mobilization of the reserves. There are, In
addition. the militia which has become a part of the
first line of defence under Mr. Haldane's scheme,
and the Territorial Army.

The recent South African War demonstrated
our ability to raise troops at very short notice and
send a large army, altogether about 450,000 men,
away from our shores, if absolutely necessary.

The Admiralty are always prepared, at very
short notice, to dispzltch the Aldershot Army Corps
of 45.000 men anywhere it may be necessary.

The fleet on the Indian Coast is weak, but the
strong Mediterranean fleet would bar the way to
India against any other European Power, and the
British fleet, having many bases in Indian waters,
would be able to successfully contend against other

fleets not possessing bases in those waters.

The rapid progress of Russia in Central Asia
during the sixties led to an alliance between the
Ameer of Afghanistan and the [ndian Government.

In 1378, when Great Britain threatened Russia
with war by sending a contingent of Indian troops
to Malta and collecting a large fleet in the
Mediterranean, the Russians replied by sending a
Russian ambassador to Kabul. An English
ambassador was sent back to India irom the Khyber
Pass and the Indian Government entered on a wax

with Afghanistan.
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An army of 41,000 men with 144 guns was set
in motion in three columns: first, from Peshawar
along the Kabul Valley ; second (central), via the
Kurram Valley and Shutargardan Pass (Roberts) ;
third, via Quetta and Kandahar.

At the beginning of 1879 the first column
reached Gandamak and the Ameer decided to make
[)L‘,:LCV.

In the Treaty of Gandamak it was set forth that :

(1) The Ameer would receive advice on his
foreign policy from the British Govern-
ment and, in return, would be protected
against all external attacks.

(2) The control of the frontier tribes and of
the passes leading from Peshawar to the
Kabul Valley would be handed over to
the British Government.

(3) The Kurram, Sibi and Pishin Valleys were
to belong to British India.

(4) A British Resident was to be appointed at
Kabul under the protection of a British
escort and the Ameer was to receive an
annual subsidy of £120,000.

A few months after the above treaty the British
Resident was murdered in Kabul and the war broke
out afresh.

After the capture of Kabul and Kandahar, the
war ended by the installation of Abdur Rahman as
Ameer (a persona grata with the Indian Govern-
ment) on the basis of the Treaty of Gandamak.
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The Khyber Pass was then fortified and a
military station set up at Quetta. It i1s now our
policy to keep Afghanistan intact and undivided
and make use of her as a great buffer State in the
defence of our valuable possession, India.

The British lines of occupation on the Afghan
Frontier are :—

(1) The Khyber Pass to Lundi Kotal.

(2) The Kurram Valley up to Kurram.

(3) The Gomal Valley to Wana.

(4) The Zhob Valley to Loralai.

(5) The Bolan Line to Quetta with Harnai
loop to Pishin and up to New Chaman.

(6) Line Quetta to Nushki.

The natural defensive line of the river Indus is
artificially fortified at Dera Ismail Khan, Kala
Bagh and Attock.

On November 9th, 1901, the new North-West
Frontier province came into existence in India.
[t is administered by a Chiel Commissioner, and
the object of its institution was to bring our
external policy (the management of the border
tribes) under the direct control of the Government
of India. The question of forming the North-West
Frontier territory into a separate province had
been under discussion for the previous 20 years and
originated in a conflict between what are known
as the * Lawrence” and the “ Forward™ Policies.
The Lawrence Policy, favored by Lord Roberts,
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maintained that the North-West Frontier should not
be crossed, but that, should Russia ever undertake an
Invasion of India, she should be allowed to make
the tedious journey across the Eastern mountains
of Afghanistan and encounter fresh Indian troops at
Pishin and Peshawar, whilst her forces would be
necessarily enormously weakened by having to
guard her long line of communications. The
Forward Policy {avored seeking a line of defence
such as Kandahar—Ghazni—Kabul and pushing
torward troops to the Hindu Kush so as to rapidly
take the offensive. For this purpose it would be
necessary to be certain of Afghanistan, introduce a
higher civilization into the country and lay out a
close network of railways and roads.

Such projects as the prolongation of the railway
from Chaman to Kandahar and the building of a
raillway along the Kabul river seem to point to an
adoption of the Forward Policy.

In this case the best line would probably be from
Peshawar and the Khyber Pass through Kabul and
Kandahar to the Bolan Pass and Quetta, which would
prevent an enemy seizing the passes leading into
India. But, as a nation administrating a large weal.
thy and thickly populated country like India. we have
infinitely more reason to fear internal dissension and
mutiny rather than invasion by Russia or any other
power.

There is no doubt that the most humane system
of administration is that which legislates for the
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predominant class or classes of the population, and
Russia’s great country may be looked on as a
glaring example of the deplorable condition to which
a country can be brought by a bureaucratic govern-
ment refusing to recognize the paramount necessity
of adopting such a system. She hasdone very little
for her terribly oppressed peasant class, although 1t
forms 75% of her total population, and her proper
action in the future as regards the land question
should not only be to allay the peasants’ sufferings,
but ensure the permanent internal pacification of the
country.

Though it is true that Great Britain has shown
in the past a great superiority in diplomacy as
compared with Russia, and her foresight and saga-
city in Central Asian affairs deserve the highest
praise, it seems to me that Russian and German
statesmen recognize much more vividly than the
British themselves, the extreme importance of India
and the necessity of correcting certain errors of
policy in the government of that country. They
also vividly realize that, in the event of a great war,
our first thought must be of India, our most
vulnerable point.

During the many years’ progress of Russia in
Central Asia, England has been extending her
frontiers, strengthening her garrisons, fortifying
her military centres, constructing depots, influencing
the wild hill tribes and improving her communica-
tions.

e
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she does.”’
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Lord Roberts, in his * Forty-one years in
India,” referring to the above, says: ‘° England in
Asia is a continental Power and hence her interests
in that continent must be defended by continental
means.’

Great Britain can raise new troops more
quickly in India than elsewhere as her native troops
are very well satisfied with the pay and allowances
they receive.

From India England commands the sea

communications and were she forced out of India

her general prestige in trade would suffer so greatly
that she might never recover herself, and in India
she would lose the greater part of her Asiatic market
which has been for centuries one of the main sources
of her wealth.

It is not therefore a matter to be wondered at
that the British, recognizing to a certain extent
the supreme importance to the Empire of the reten-
tion of India, are in a state, so to speak, of
continuous nervous tension, are subject to a veritable
nightmare of Russian invasion, giving rise to such
remarks as: ““ If only Russia would waive her right
to India ;’ “If only Russia would guarantee she
would make no attempt on India,” etc. ete.

This nervous dread was shared by the late
Ameer of Afghanistan (Abdul Rahman), who, in
his recent autobiography, said: ““ All would be well
if only Russia did not want to possess India, but
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L shall close this chapter by quoting a few
lines from Professor Snessarev’s recent book, India. |
(St. Petersbure, 1906.) In endeavouring to convey |
to his Russian readers the importance of India to
the British, he makes use of the following stirring
words :

~ Rest assured that, as soon asthe triumphant
hour of freedom shall strike for this unfor-
tunate unenlightened country, the next :
quickly succeeding chime of the clock of
history will announce to the whole world
the death of the Mistress of the Seas.
England will then become a great world’s
banking establishment with its head office
in Liondon. ”
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CHAPTER II

Past Invasions of India.







CHAPTER 11

Past Invasions of India.

lT seems to me to be opportune here to briefly
recount the many different invasions of India
in the past.

[ndia’s immeasurable wealth first began to
attract invaders about 2000 B. C., since which time
she has been subjected to about 26 invasions, 21 of
which have been successful and have ended in con-
quest.

Traditionary legends declare that her frst
invader was Semiramida, Queen of Assyria, in the
29nd century B.C., and give the numbers of her
army as 3,000,000 foot, 500,000 horse and 100,000
chariots. The Assyrians are said to have been put to
flight by the war elephants of King Stabrobat on the
Indus.

The next invader was Cyrus, the founder of the
Persian Monarchy, in the year 530 B.C., 1.e., some
years after his conquest of Babylon. His whole
army was destroyed and Cyrus himself killed.

Between 515 and 509 B.C., Darius 1., son of
Hystaspes,investigated the navigability of the Indus,
strengthened the Persian frontier along it and
annexed several of the N.-W. Frontier provinces of
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India; moreover, apart from invasion, many of
the early Persian kings carried on negotiations with
India, and it is said that Indian troops served in
the military forces of both Cyrus and Xerxes.

The next invader interests the historian much
more than any of the previous ones as he was the
first Kuropean who invaded and conquered India.
Alexander the Great, King of Macedonia, started
from Greece in 334 B. C. and first conquered Persia,
then ruled by Darius 111., defeating him at Granicus
(334 B. C.), Issa (333 B.C.) and Arbela (331 B. C.).
Darius fled towards Shahrud, whither Alexander
pursued him, but was assassinated by Bessos,
satrap of Bactria (Balkh) before Alexander got up
to him. Alexander, to avenge Darius’'s death,
decided to march against Bessos’s capital. In order
to guard against a hostile rising of the population
in his rear, he brought all the districts lying on the
southern slopes of the Afghan mountains under his
rule by decisive blows. His victorious march led
him along the Hari Rud (river) through Herat and
Farah to Kandahar, whence he proceeded to Ghazni,
where he wintered with his army of 20,000 foot and
3000 horse. He then commenced his march on
Balkh, and Bessos, hearing of it, fled over the Oxus.

Alexander set out from the districts of Ghorband
and Bamian to march over the Khawak Pase
(11,600 feet high). The mountain passes still lay
under deep snow, the cold was intense, and during
the march his baggage and provisions had to be
abandoned. He arrived in Balkh on the 15th day

| —

P~ e, e N

O

1]
1




<

29

and reached the Amu Daria * without meeting any
resistance. The Amu Daria was bridged in 15 days
and Bessos pursued, captured and executed.

Alexander then marched North-East via Samark-
hand and fought against the predatory mountaineers
of Ferghana at Ura-Tube where 22,000 Asiatics were
killed and Alexander himself wounded. The Jax-
artes (Syr Daria T) was crossed in a punitive expe-
dition against the Scythians and, in order to secure
the conquered territory, a strong fortress was erected
on the site of the modern Khojend. Alexander
remained two years in Bactria (Balkh) to subject
the country and prepare for his campaign against
[ndia.

In the spring of 327 B.C. he moved out of
Bactria, the Hindu Kush passes being then free from
snow. It is impossible to state his exact route. but
he crossed the mountains West of the Khawak Pass
(probably by the Kaoshan Pass) and halted at
Ghorband on the 10th day.

His advance was then resumed in two columns :
one column under Perdiki advanced to the Indus
along the southern bank of the Kabul river whilst
Alexander himself marched from Jalalabad and,
after h”htuw several engagements against the war-
like mountain tribes in the valley of Kunar, arrived
in the neighbourhood of Chitral. The King then
moved Kastwards and, crossing some considerable
ranges of mounta,ms reached the Indus, dm\ nw hich

* 1.6 th lower Oxus River,
! i.e. The upper Oxus River.
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broad waterway he moved his army on a fleet of
boats as far as the confluence of the Kabul river
where the other column had already arrived and
built a bridge. During the winter of 327-326 B. C.
Alexander gave his troops a rest and, crossing the
Indus in the following spring (probably at Okand,
16 miles above Attock), marched South-East as far

as the Jhelum river.

A mighty Rajah, Taksil, governing the country
between the Jhelum and the Ganges, was fighting
with another mighty Rajah, Poros, governing the
Punjab and surnamed ““The Prince of the Five
Rivers.”

The former applied to Alexander for aid and
the latter marshalled his forces to meet Poros. The
King had then a mixed army, composed of Macedo-
nians. Greeks, Persians, Parthians, Balkhans, ete.,
for it was his policy to make the able-bodied men of
the nations he conquered serve in his fighting line,
totalling about 135,000 men.

Poros, advancing to meet him with a large
army and 300 war elephants, was defeated by
Alexander in a most sanguinary battle which took
place probably on the Karri plain.

Poros was captured and Alexander then marched
as far as the River Beas, via Lahore. But the
King’s army was discontented and tired out with
endless campaigns, which fact, combined with bad
news from home, compelled him to commence his
return march shortly afterwards.
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Alexander’s army which now numbered 120,000
men, in spite of recent losses, as it had been
reinforced from Kurope, followed the route now
marked by the railway line from Lahore to Jhelum.
The King divided his forces into three columns
to return to Babylon. One naval column under
Niarchos went by sea along the coast, a second
column under Krateros, numbering 30,000 to 40,000
men, marched through Southern Afghanistan,
Seistan and Kerman, and the third column under
Alexander himself marched through Baluchistan
overland to Persia, keeping close to the coast.

Krateros probably marched by the Bolan
Pass (Sir Thomas Holdich savs the Mulla Pass) to
Quetta and thence to Kandahar via the Khojak Pass.

The King crossed the district near Hyderabad
(Scinde) in August 325 B.C. with about 40,000
men and pressed on towards the West, keeping about
50 miles from the coast. His march through Southern

Baluchistan was a very trying one—desert country,

days oppressively hot, great scarcity of water
and nights bitterly cold —and his naval column
was of no use to him and expected his sup-
port in the matter of supplies, etc. The great
wastage in men and horses was made good when
Krateros, who had further strengthened the
authority of the Macedonian government in Afghani-
stan, marching down the Helmund river, rejoined
his King at Kerman. Meanwhile Niarchos had
landed on the Persian coast with his 12,000 men,
and Alexander’s army was thus once more united.
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The great King had traversed altogether bet-
ween 8,000 and 9,000 miles through the mountains
and steppes of the highlands of Persia over some of
the highest passes in the world and across deserts
and rivers. He arrived in Babylon after nearly seven
years’ absence in the beginning of 323 B.C. with
the remnants of his army and died shortly after-
wards in his 33rd year.

After Alexander’s campaigns no invasion took
place until that of Nushriwan, a Persian Shah, who
only crossed the Indus as far as the Doab in the 6th
century and then turned his attention to China.

In 711 A. D. Mahomed Kasim, nephew of the
Governor of Basra, reached Mooltan.

In the 8th century another invasion was made
by Ughuz Khan who conquered Afghanistan and
Kashmir and returned to Mongolia via Gilgit,
Yassin, Darkot, and the Baroghil Pass(Hindu Kush).
This warrior, like Alexander, first conquered Turkes-
tan and, seizing the country between the Syr and
Amu Daria rivers advanced on Kabul and Ghazni,
which he conquered before advancing on Kashmir.

In 997 A.D. Mahmud, son of Sabaktagin
(founder of the mighty dynasty of Ghazni Sultans
in the end of the 9th century A.D. ), a deep believer
in the prophet Mahomet, succeeded his father and
commenced his religious wars. He is credited altoge-
ther with 17 different invasions of India, of which
only 12 are generally recorded in history. During
the first ten years of his incessant wars he did not



penetrate further than the Punjab, but in 1011
A.D. the Mussulman marched into Delhi. Mahmud’s
1018 A. D. campaign brought him to Peshawar,
thence to Kashmir and on to Liadak and Tibet, after
which he crossed the Himalayas and entered the
Ganges valley. His last invasion of India was made
in 1024 A. D.. when he started from Ghazni and,
crossing the Suleiman mountains by the Gomal
Pass, arrived at Mooltan.

The next invader was Mahomed of Ghore, who
had overthrown the might of the Ghazni Sultans.
His first invasion was made in 1191 A. D. , but
was unsuccessful. In 1194 he penetrated as far as
Delhi and in 1195 took Benares on the river Ganges.
He returned by the Gomal Pass (Suleiman Moun-
tains).

Now commences the era of the invasions of the
great Mogul conquerors.

Jenghiz Khan, also called Temuchin, Mogul

Emperor, was born in the Chinese province of Ili,
and, in 1204 A.D. made himself Commander-in-
Chief of the numerous nomadic tribes inhabiting

the country from the confines of Manchuria to the
Irtish river and from Baikal to Tangut.

After his conquest of China in 1217 A. D., he
moved in a westerly direction from his home in the
Karakorum and, before crossing the mountains,
sent an army to conquer Kashgar and Khotan. He
extended his frontiers as far South as the passes

through the Kuenlun Mountains (i. e. as far as the
3
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northern limits of British India and Kashmir of to-
day). He conducted a great campaign against
Sultan Mahomed of Khiva, whose Kingdom included
Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, and the whole
basin of the Amu Daria and Syr Daria up to the
border mountains of the Chinese Empire in the Kast
and to about the line Orenburg-Semipalatinsk in
the North.

He is suppoSed to have had 600,000 men when
he invaded the Syr Daria province of the Kingdom
of Khiva. He followed the valleys of the rivers
flowing from the Thian Shan Mountains to Lake
Balkash and the Sea of Aral, a special force having
been previously despatched to restrain the turbulent
Kirghiz races from taking part in the war. Sultan
Mahomed of Khiva had collected an army of about
400,000 men, most of whom were mounted, but, after
an outpost action, he retreated to Northern Afghani-
stan, whence he could flank every hostile advance
on Persia, relying on his fortresses (Otrar, 60 miles
North-west of Chimkent, Benagit on the Syr Daria,
Samarkhand and Bokhara) to hold out against
Temuchin.

Temuchin then divided his army into four parts.
He himself, together with his son Tului, besieged
Bokhara with his main army. His sons Oktai and
Chaghatai were to capture Otrar, and the two
remaining portions of his army were to devastate
the country on either bank of the Syr Daria with
fire and sword.

-
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Otrar was taken in five months and Samar-
khand fell in 1220 after seven months’ siege. In 1221
the offensive war was continued by Temuchin’s sons
and Tului was in hot pursuit of Sultan Mahomed.
The Moguls reached Teheran, Kazvin and Hamadan.
Jalal-ud-din, Sultan Mahomed’s brave son, having
concentrated an army in the mountainous district
of Azarbijan in North-west Persia. Temuchin
despatched a force thither.

Another army, having been sent across the
Caucasus captured Derbeand, overran the Crimesa
and Southern Russia to the Dnesiter (1223) and
reburned to Central Asia round the North coast of
the Caspian Sea.

Later Temuchin, hearing that Jalal-ud-din had
stiongly established himself in the regions south of
the Hindu Kush and had proclaimed himself Sultan
of Ghazni, despatched 30,000 men under Siki Kutuku
against him (probably by the Khawak Pass) who
were annihilated by Jalal-ud-din at Parwan.

But the Mogul Emperor then advanced with a
large army from Samarkhand via the Bamian Pass,
drove Jalal-ud-din out of Afganistan and forced
him back to the Indus, where he defeated him in a
decisive battle. Temuchin himself never crossed
the Indus, though Bala and Durbai did and laid
waste Lahore and Mooltan, returning to Samarkhand
via Peshawar and the Bamian Pass.

Thus did Temuchin pave the way for future
Mogul incursions.
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His career was an extraordinary one, as he was
nearly 60 years old before he had created an army
capable ot great deeds. His 13 years of brilliant
successes from 1211 A. D. to 1224 A. D. put even
Alexander’s exploits in the shade. His armies had
traversed nearly the whole of the continent of Asia
from East to West and North to South and had in
addition flooded the South-east of Europe. The
Great Wall of China had been crossed, Pekin
captured and the terror of the Mogul arms borne
into Korea. He had, moreover, defeated the cavalry
of Volknien, Kiev and Novgorod in the battle of
Marinpol and his authority was just as completely
recognized by the nomads on the Siberian steppes as
by the Hindus in the valley of the Indus. He
was the most formidable warrior of all ages and
noted for his bestial ferocity. More than 5,000,000
beings are said to have perished at his hands.
He reached his own country in 1225 and died in
China in 1227 A. D., probably a victim to poison
administered by the hand of one of the women of
his harem.

Timur Lang (or Timur the Lame One) was the
next invader of India. He was born in Shahr-i-sabez,
South-west of Samarkhand and was the son of a
tribal prince. He endeavoured to restore the empire
of Temuchin, but did not succeed except as regards
the Western half, as China (with the exception of
Tibet) never came under his rule. From 1396 to 1405
(his death) he undertook as many as 35 campaigns,
but I must here touch only briefly on his campaigns
against India over the highlands of Persia.
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In 1381 he crossed the Amu Daria near Kilif,
took Balkh and pressed on westwards of the
Murghub. From Sarakhs he advanced along the
Hari Rud, which country submitted to him. He
captured Khorasan, together with the towns of
Nishapur and Sabzewar and, in order to secure his
rear for his Westerly campaign, Timur advanced to
the far South via Herat and subjected the Seistan
country. The Moguls then marched up the Helmund
river to Kandahar and thence, via the Khojak Pass
and Quetta, to Kelat and Baluchistan.

[n 1384 Timur concentrated his forces at Balkh
to subdue Western Persia. After North-West Persia
had acknowledged his rule, he passed the winter
(1386-1387), with his army near Nakhitcheran™ to

advance thence by a short route into Southern

Russia via the Caucasus.

[n 1388 he subjected South-West Persia (inde-
pendent States of the Muzzaffarides and from 1388-
1391 was engaged in quelling disturbances in the
trans-Oxus country, far away from Persia. His
enforced absence caused the banished princes of
Northern Persia to return and the old supremacy of
the Muzzaffarides was re-asserted in Fars, Kurdist-
an and Lauristan.

In 1392 Timur conducted a punitive expedition
against Prince Mansur and, by the victory of Shiraz
(his army being then composed of 30,000 cavalry),
finally subjected the barbarous states of Western
Persia.

* On map is written Nakkchivan.
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In 1393 Baghdad was captured, Syria laid waste
and Armenia, Kurdistan and the Caucasus re-visited.

In 1396 he acquired absolute power over
Western Turkestan and occupied Samarkhand as
his capital.

He was thus ready in 1398 to commence his
advance on India. For this purpose his army was
divided into three columns of cavalry mounted on
hardy steppe horses. Timur was commanding the
centre column and first conducted an expedition into
Kafiristan with 10,000 troops, which resulted in
Prince Mahomed Jehangir (commanding the mass of
cavalry which marched from Goazni over the
Suleiman Mountains and occupied Mooltan after
a six months’ siege) reaching Mooltan before
Timur had left Samarkhand.

On the conclusion ot the Kafiristan expedition,
Timur’s column started for the Indus and crossed
the Suleimans by the Peiwar Pass.

The third mass of cavalry under Sultan
Mahomed Khan and Prince Rustan marched out
from Kabul and, crossing the Suleimans by the
Khyber Pass and the Indus at Attock, occupied
Liahore.

Timur crossed the Indus at Mianwali and, 1n
October 1398, joining his two flank armies at Dera
Ismail Khan on the right bank of the Indus. he left
the Beas in November to march on Delhi (the then
capital of India) via Panipat (North of Delhi). Mah-
mud, the Indian Sultan of Delhi, was defeated on the
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3rd of June 1399, Delhi was captured and looted and
the inhabitants put to the sword. Meerut and other
cities shared the same fate.

But news of the invasion by the Turkish Sultan
of Timur’s possessions compelled the latter to cut
short his campaign and, on the 23rd April, 1400, he
arrived in Samarkhand, (via Lahore, Bannu and
Kabul) loaded with inestimable treasures. He then
carried out his invasion of Asia Minor, defeating the
Turks in many desperate battles.

An estimate may be formed of the numbers of
Timur’s troops, during his engagement with Mahmud
of Delhi, by the fact that he was bringing along with
him 100,000 prisoners, who were all put to death, to
save guards and rations, before his contact with
Mahmud. Mahmud’s army was composed of 10,000
horse, 50,000 foot and numerous war elephants.

Timur’s troops were merely gangs of lawless
bandits who clung to him, from first to last, for the
sake of fresh plunder and kept him engaged in
incessant warfare.

Baber I (The Lion), who also had the designa-
tion of Sultan Zahr-ud-din, founder of the Baber
Dynasty, was the next invader and conqueror of
India. The history of his campaigns in Central
Asia and India has been accurately preserved and
he himself wrote a comprehensive and most readable
account of his ceaseless wars.

After the dismemberment of the Great Mogul
Empire on the death of Timur, a Timurite Dynasty
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was established in the fertile province of Ferghana
until Baber, their ruler, was driven out of his paternal
inheritance by the Usbegs. Baber retreated to the
Inaccessible mountains of Afghanistan with a few
adherents.

In 1505 A.D. he took Kabul with 2,000
warriors, and, making it his capital, advanced thence,
in the beginning of May, through the valley of the
Kabul River by the Khyber Pass and Peshawar,
against Bannu and Kohat and then marched along
the Indus as far as Dera Ghazi Khan.

He then wheeled westwards and marched
directly across the Suleimans via Ghazni back to
Kabul. In 1506, Baber marched via the Bamian
from Kabul to the Marghub river and thence to
Herat. In 1507, he took Kafiristan and in 1511 he
crossed the Khawak Pass and started driving out
the Usbegs from Western Turkestan. He captured
Bokhara and Samarkhand, but later suffered a
severe defeat at Gish-Diwan in 1514. From this time
he gave up all hope of winning back his paternal
imheritance and turned his thoughts towards India.

In 1520, Baber conquered the Punjab, but had
to return to Kabul and thence lead his army to
Kandahar, which resisted his seige for three years
and 1t was only after the capitulation of the Kanda-
har garrison that he was able to resume the offensive
against India.

In 1524, Baber advanced by the Khyber Pass
and Peshawar, took Lahore, sacked it and, penetrat-
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ing beyond the Sutlej to Sirhind, established his
supremacy in the Punjab.

He then moved along the Himalayas to Sialkote
and, crossing the Jumna at a ford near Sirsare,
arrived at Panipat, 18 miles from Delhi; but it was
only in 1526 (April) that he finally destroyed Afghan
rule in India by defeating Ibrahim II's army
of 100,000 with 1,000 war elephants at Panipat.

Baber’'s artillery won him the day, and Delhi
and Agra, together with untold treasures (including
the famous Koh-i-nor diamond, which is now in the
Tower of London, and is the most valuable jewel of
the British Crown) *, fell into his hands.

In the following year, Baber established his
capital, as Great Mogul in India, at Delhi and
conquered the whole of the further part of Northern
India. In 1529, he conquered Bengal and, at the
end of that year, all India acknowledged Baber the
Great Mogul, and his kingdom extended from the
Amu Daria to Bengal. He died in 1530.

Nadir Shah was the last great invader and
conqueror of India. He was born in 1688 at Kalat
in the Khorassan province, his father being the local
ruler appointed by the Shah. Nadir’s father dying
whilst his son was a minor, the latter was driven
out of house and home by his avaricious relations.
Entering the service of the Beg of Khorassan, he
speedily distinguished himself, when in command of
a few hundred cavalry, by his bold expeditions

* The recently bestowed Cullinan diamond is much larger and more
valuable, though without such an interesting history.
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against the Turcomans, who repeatedly crossed the
Persian Frontier to rob and plunder. He was
bastinadoed for impertinence to the Beg and fled to
the desert, where a gang of some 2,000 bandits
(most of them being his old subordinates) rallied
around him.

He took up highway robbery and, in 1726, was
leader of a large band of robbers. His name soon
became a terror from Bokhara to India and, later
on, he advanced on Kalat and, having conquered
and put to death his uncle, took possession of his
paternal inheritance.

At that time the outlook in Persia was very
gloomy, as Turkish armies had poured into the west
of the country and annexed a considerable amount
of territory. Moreover the Russians had advanced
southwards from the Caucasus and had possessed
themselves of the Persian Province of Gilan on the
South-west coast of the Caspian Sea, while, from
the East, the Afghan Beg of Kandahar was march-
Ing on Shiraz, breaking down the resistance of the
Persians on all sides.

Shah Takhmasp IT was no military hero, so he
summoned the aid of the robber chief Nadir. Some
say Nadir himself offered to free Persia {from the
Afghan yoke. Whichever view may be right, Nadir
arrived at the Shah’'s Court with several thousand
well-armed horsemen and was appointed Comman-
der-in-Chief.

He assembled an army of from 15,000 to 20,000
men and advanced against the Turks in 1728 and,
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after defeating them in several engagements, secured
the cessation of hostilities, the Turks agreeing to give
up their claim to a portion of the previously conquer-
ed territory.

Nadir then marched via Teheran on Meshed,
the Governor of which town had allied himself with
the Afghans against the Shah. His army totalled
about 40,000 men, the greater part of whom were

Persians attracted by the splendour of his exploits.
Meshed was captured and the Afghans suffered a
sanguinary defeat at Herat. Meanwhile the Beg of
Kandahar was advancing {rom Shiraz via Teheran

and Samnan with a powerful army. Nadir turned

about and, advancing via Meshed, defeated his
opponent at the battle of Damaghan in 1729.
Pursuing the Beg’s retreating army to Ispahan via
Kashan, Nadir was opposed by a fresh Afghan army
of 30,000 men at Murchakar and the final battle
took place at Persepolis, where Nadir's army of
40,000 men gained another brilliant veitory. After
this battle, Shiraz was reconquered and the whole
of Southern Persia freed from the Afghan yoke
(1730).

The Shah Takhmasp II then ordered Nadir to
desist from warlike operations. The latter. refused
and, on invading the Shah’s Palace, was given the
four provinces of Mazanderan, Seistan, Kerman and
Khorasan.

The Turks, advancing afresh, were defeated by
Nadir at Hamadan and Kermanshah. Tabriz and
Ardabil were reconquered, but fresh activity on the
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part ot the Afghans forced Nadir to march on Herat.
This town resisted his siege for several months,
during which time the Turks, again falling on Per-
sian territory, forced the Shah to conclude a hasty
and shameful peace.

Some time after this, the Shah having been
dethroned through the instrumentality of Nadir, the
peace was renounced and the Shah’s son (Abbas) put
on the Persian Throne with Nadir as Regent.

In 1733, war with the Turks was renewed and
Baghdad unsuccessfully besieged.

In 1735, Nadir won a victory at Erivan and
took Tiflis and, by the peace concluded in 1735,
Persia obtained Armenia and Gruzia.

When Abbas, the Shah of Persia, died in 1735,
Nadir was made Shah and then decided to prosecute
a campaign against the Russians as he had, by this
time, completely driven the Turks and Afighans from
Persia. But as the Russians had previously
renounced their clain: to the Province of Gilan and
now restored the remaining conquered Persian
territory to Nadir, negotiations concluded with a
treaty of friendship and Nadir became a suitor for
the hand of Elizabeth, the daughter of Peter the
Great.

In 1737, Nadir Shah invaded Afghanistan with
an army of 80,000 men, having in reserve an army
of 40,000. Kandahar was again besieged and taken
atter 18 months. During this period, an embassy
of Indian Princes came to Nadir Shah to propose
his invasion of the Mogul Empire.
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After his occupation of Kabul, Nadir Shah sent
a letter to the Great Mogul (at Delhi) requesting him
not to allow any Afghan outlaws into India. As
the Great Mogul did not comply with this request,
war was decided upon, there being lots of supplies
in Afghanistan for an advancing army as the harvest
of 1738 had been a particularly fruitful one.

He therefore sent word to his son, Riya Kuli
Mirza, who was in Balkb, to march by the Bamian
Pass of the Hindu Kush to Kandahar and join the
main body, thus bringing it up to a total of 180,000
men. He considered two lines of operation as fea-
sible for the campaign against India :

. The route from Kandahar to Dera Ghazi

Khan (600 miles).

The route from Kandahar to Ghazni. Kabul
and Peshawar.

The first route was the shorter, but his army
would have had to cross some very high peaks of
the Suleimans, traverse very barren country and
cross the Indus at a point (Dera Ghazi Khan) where
it was about 1% miles in breadth. In addition to
this, the road from Multan, leading to the Punjab
country, was intersected by deep and rapid rivers
very difficult to cross, and further there was the
Bikaneer desert to be taken into account.

The road to Ghazni, Kabul and Peshawar
afforded more advantages. 1t was a regular caravan
route between Persia and India, was passable by
artillery and lay through thickly populated country.
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Nadir Shah chose the route to Ghazni, Kabul
and Peshawar and, in September 1738, by capturing
Kabul and conquering Northern Afghanistan. opened
the way to India.

The Sirdar of Peshawar, who recognized the
weakness of the Mogul (Delhi) Government, sent a
deputation to Nadir Shah at Kabul, promising sub-
Jection and asking for an assurance that his province
would not be plundered. Nadir Shah granted this
boon to the Peshawar Sirdar and, in November,
moved from Kabul to Jelalabad.

Finding out that there were tracks circumvent.
ing the Khyber Pass to Jamrud ina Northerly
direction, the best known (from Dakka to
Sarichub) coming out in rear of the position occupied
by the Indian troops, Nadir Shah decided to march
round the Pass, as, although the distance would be
longer, the road was unguarded and unwatched.
He deceived the enemy by sending working parties
to repair the pass road, and the Indian troops were
thus completely surprised.

Nadir Shah then advanced from Peshawar to
Attock which he captured. Mahmud Shah, who
was then the Great Mogul in India, on hearing that
Nadir Shah had crossed the Indus, sent word to all
the vassal princes to come to Lahore with all their
forces. From Attock, Nadir Shah’s army crossed
the Jhelum by the Kogat ford and, attacking the
vassal princes (those of the country from Lahore to
Shahpur), who were trying to cut off the line of
communications of the Persian army, put them all to

T
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flight. The Persian Shah then marched on Lahore
and thence to the Sutlej, but, floods interfering with
operations, it was only in January 1739 that he
reached the town of Sirhind. On his arrival at this
latter place, he received information that Mahmud
Shah had moved to Karnal (75 miles north of Delhi)
with a huge army. The Persian Shah consequently
occupied Umballa and, marching south, attacked
Mabhmud Shah and annihilated his army.

On the 14th of April, Nadir Shah, after looting
royally, disdained the Kingship of India and. re-
installing the Great Mogul, left Delhi, after 37 days’
occupation (some say 52 days), and returned the
same way he came.

On the 20th June 1747, Nadir Shah. the
greatest man in modern Persian history, was murder-
ed at the instigation of his nephew.

Thus it was the great Nadir Shah who inflicted
the fatal blow on the Empire of the Great Moguls
and his plunder is estimated at from S to 30 millions
sterling. By it Europeans (French and English)
profited and, France’s attention having been drawn
away from India by the British, Clive's victory at
Plassey decided its future destiny.

Later, Ahmed Shah Durani overthrew the
Mahrattas at Panipat in 1761. It was he who had,
with the combined Mohammedan forces of the
Afghans, previously wrested the Punjab from
Delhi, but, not being ambitious of founding a

L

dynasty of his own, allowed Shah Alam, lineal heir
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to the Mogul Throne, to rule. The latter was
tollowed by Akbar II and Bahadur Shah. But
the Mahrattas were destined, in the near future, to

force on Great Britain several sanguinary campaigns

and were only finally subdued aiter the last of
the three Mahratta wars (1779-81, 1803.04, 1817.

|83) atter which the Peshwa remained as a pensioner

near Cawnpore on a large allownce until his death,

and it was his adopted son who grew up into the

infamous Nana Sahib of the mutiny (1857), when

the last trace of the Peshwas disappeared.

Thus the tidal waves of Asiatic population (pre-

Aryan, Aryan, Scythian, Afghan and Mogul) swept
across India from the North, and the Hindu,
Mohammedan, Mogul and Mahratta fought for

supreme power. But Great Britain, far-sighted and

ever on the watch, finally asserted her supremacy

and became the great administrator of India’s

destinies. She bas been gradually strengthening

her hold on this vast and most important continent

for the past 150 years.

There have been altogether in the past 21 suc-
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