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NOTE EXPLANATORY OF THE MAP SHOWING
THE DISTRIBUTION OF NATIONALITIES
IN THE BALKAN PENINSULA

TuE racial character of the various Balkan peoples
and their distribution is considered in Handbooks
Nos. 15 to 22 and 46. The main racial elements are
Slavonic (including Serbs, Montenegrins, and Bulgars),
lumanian (including Vlachs), Albanian, Greek, and
Turkish.

No racial distinction can be drawn between the Serbs
and Montenegrins, nor between these and the Bosnians,
Herzegovinians, and Croatians to the north. On the
side of Albania there is much dispute as to the racial
boundary, the partisans of each people claiming that
1t 18 strongly represented within the boundaries of the
other, the Albanian claim being apparently the better
founded. In the direction of Macedonia also the
southern and eastern limit of the Serbs is a matter of
controversy.

The Bulgars are fairly homogeneous in Bulgaria
itself, in the regions adjacent to it east of the
Struma, and in the vilayet of Adrianople. Their
language is Slavonic, though they are generally held
to be mainly of Tartar race in origin. The extreme
racial claims of the Bulgarians are indicated by the
territory assigned to them by the Treaty of San
Stefano (see Map of Historical Boundaries in No. 15%).

Between the regions undisputedly Serbian or Bul-
garian there lies a large area, comprising a great part
of Macedonia ; it extends from the Struma to Okhrida,
and from the Shar Mountains almost to the sea. The
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large majority of the population of this area is Slavonie,
and has been the subject of endless racial disputes and
of rival national propaganda. The Bulgarians, who
have been most successful in this matter, claim the
whole Slavonic population as Bulgar. The advocates
of the Serbs call it Macedo-Slav. A compromise
between Serbia and Bulgaria on the question was
reached in 1912.' As to race and language, these
people appear to shade, by scarcely perceptible grades,
from Serbs on the west to Bulgars on the east. The
region round Pirot and Vranya, included by the Treaty
of Berlin in the kingdom of Serbia, was assigned to the
Bulgarians by the Treaty of San Stefano, and 1s still
claimed by them on racial grounds, though the sym-
pathies of the population are clearly Serbian. On the
other hand, Serbian authorities assert that the popula-
tion between the Isker and the Timok, north-west of
Sofia, is more Serbian than Bulgarian.

Jumanians form almost the entire population in
Rumania, with the exception of the Dobruja. They
are also in a large majority in Bessarabia, and a great
number of them are found outside the Balkan region,
in western Transylvania and south-eastern Bukovina.
They have also penetrated, in considerable numbers,
into the north-east corner of Serbia, in the angle
between the Timok and the Danube. The Koutso-
Vlachs, who are akin to the Rumanians and speak a
Jumanian dialect, are mainly found on Mount Pindus,
in the district south of Samarina ; but groups of Vlach
villages are scattered about throughout Macedonia and
central and south Albania. In addition there are
many Vlach traders in the towns, and nomad shepherds
in country districts. Their numbers are theretore very
difficult to estimate, nor can their distribution be
clearly indicated in a map.

T

1 See No. 15, Fastern Question, pp. 41, 52,
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The Albanians inhabit Albania, with some Serb
admixture in the north and some Greek admixture in
the south. Some Albanian districts have been assigned
to Montenegro and Serbia, especially round Duleigno
and Jakova, and in the region of Kosovo. There are
also Albanians in Epeiros, between Yanina and the sea.
In Greece there are many Albanians, both on the main-
land and on certain islands; but they were settled
there long before the War of Independence, and are
Gireek in national feeling, though many of them still
speak Albaman.

The population of Old Greece, as it was before 1915,
was exclusively Greek, with the exception ot these
Albanian settlements and some Vlachs and Turks in
Thessaly. The same may be said of all the islands in
the Aegean joined to Greece since that date, with the
exception of a certain number of Turks in Crete,
Mitylene, Chios, and elsewhere. On the northern main-
land the racial question is more complicated and con-
troversial. The coastal regions, from Olympus to
Constantinople, and on the Black Sea up to Burgas
and Varna, are mainly inhabited by Greeks, and this
Greek fringe extends also down the west coast of Asia
Minor. How far the Greek district extends inland in
Macedonia is discussed in Handbook No. 19, Mace-
donia, p. 14. A strong Greek commercial element
is also found in many towns which are not predomi-
nently Greek in race.

The name ‘ Turk’ is often loosely applied to any
Moslem population in the Balkans, except such as
retain a distinct racial character, like the Albanians or
the Bulgarian Pomaks. There is a fairly continuous
band of Turkish settlements extending from Constanti-
nople to Seres and the Khalkidike, mostly at some
little distance from the coast, and up the valleys of the
Qtruma and Vardar as far as Veles: there is also
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a considerable Turkish district north of Kozani. On
the Black Sea coast of Thrace the Turks have with-
drawn to a great extent within the last fifty years from
the district around Varna ; but a large Turkish popu-
lation remains inland in this region.

Other nationalities do not appear in sufficient num-
bers or in sufficiently definite local areas to be indicated
in the map. The Jews form the majority of the
population in Salonika, and are found in some other
Macedonian towns ; they are numerous in Rumania,
and form a large community in Constantinople.
Awmenians also are found in considerable numbers in
Constantinople and Adrianople. Other races occur
mainly as survivals of settlements that were made from
time to time, partly for political reasons, partly to
develop the country; examples may be seen in the
Gierman, Russian, and Tartar colonies in the Dobruja
and Bessarabia. There are also, in Rumania, some
remnants of Magyar settlements on the Sereth near
Bacau and around Bucarest. Outside the Balkan
States there 1s a large and homogeneous mass of
Magyars in the east of Transylvania, and there is
a considerable German population adjoining them on
the west. There 1s thus a serious barrier between the
Rumanians to the east and those to the west of these
districts.






