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                        Huang Qing di li tu (Geographical maps of the Qing Empire) was compiled by Dong Youcheng (1791-1823), courtesy name Fangli, a native of Yanghu (part of present-day Changzhou), Jiangsu, a Qing mathematician. He compiled the work using the imperial maps of Kangxi (reigned 1662-1722) and Qianlong (reigned 1736-1795), extensively consulting historical records, and collecting a wide range of local histories. The maps were carefully copied and all the changes of prefectures and counties that took place after Qianlong as well as the changes of the waterways were taken into consideration and conclusively checked. The time covered was expanded to the second year (1822) of the Daoguang reign. The work has a total of 41 maps, including the area of the Nivkh (Gilyak) tribe, the indigenous ethnic group in the northeast of China, and maps of the east, of the Pamir Mountains in the west, and of regions adjacent to Russia and the Pacific Ocean. It was originally printed by Li Zhaoluo (1769-1841) at Bianzhi Shushu and was in circulation for more than 20 years. However, the print became somewhat blurry and the size of the maps was quite large. The work was reprinted in the sixth year (1856) of the Xianfeng reign by Hu Xiyan of Changsha and issued in book form, with the central column showing the title on the top, followed by subtitles, such as "General map," "Heilongjiang," "Kobdo," followed by the page numbers. The maps were drawn using a grid-square system. In the lower portion of the central column of each following map is given the notation indicating where it can be found in the general map. The note in the Jilin map, for example, provides the information that it can be found in the general map at latitude 3 and longitude 2; the map of Chechnya is located in latitude 3 and longitude 5; and so forth. Each page has five squares horizontally and eight squares vertically. After the title page on top of the first map is a six-character heading: "General geographical map of the Qing Empire." The engraving is superb and lifelike, without the slightest error despite the complexity of the maps. The note on the upper-right corner of the general map reads: each square equals 200 miles (322 kilometers). The original cover page is lacking; the title comes from the bottom edge of the book, also with the character of quan (complete). This copy is a reprint. It consists of 91 leaves, 88 of them consisting of maps, covering a distance of 43 degrees in latitude and 77 degrees in longitude, about 13,840 kilometers from south to north and 18,508 kilometers from east to west. During the Daoguang reign (1821-50), China had 19 provinces, 185 prefectures, 19 independent sub-prefectures, 75 detached sub-prefectures, 69 independent departments, 171 detached departments, 1,304 counties, 31 posts headed by generals, 48 defense outposts, and 176 sentry posts. On pages 89-91 is a brief introduction to the administrative systems of the time, the territory of the country, and the printing history of this work. At the end of the last page is the publisher's label: "Printed by Yifangzhai at Xue yuan qian, Guangzhou."
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                          The first geological (geognostic) maps in Russia were produced in the 1850s. This map of the Irkutsk region was published by the Siberian Department of the Imperial Russian Geographic Society under the...
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                          Xizang tu kao (Atlas of Tibet) is a Qing-dynasty treatise on the geography of Tibet, compiled by Huang Peiqiao and illustrated by Han Xi and others. Huang Peiqiao, courtesy name Shoupu, was...
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                          Jean François Bladé (1827-1900) was a French lawyer, historian, and folklorist. He was one of the great French historical investigators of the 19th century. Driven by his desire to understand the French...
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                          Qiao ying (Image in disguise) is a Qing-dynasty lyric drama set to music. The playwright was Wu Zao, courtesy name Pingxiang, style name Yushenzi, a native of Renhe (present-day Hangzhou, Zhejiang). She...
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