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A Relation of Monf. Acarete

-~ du Bifcay's Voyage up the

River de la Plata, and
fromvbence by Land to Pe-
", and bis Obfervations in
i,

| ‘ AHE Inclination I always had to
i Travelling, made me leave my

 Father's Houfe very young, but
1 can truly aver, that I was not {o much

‘prompted to it out of pure Curiofity to

{ee Forreign Countries, as out of hope
to acquire Knowledge and improve my
Judgment, which for the future mighe
be helpful to me, not only in my private

. Concerns, but likewife render me miore

ferviceable to mfy King and Country,

“which I declare was the chief aim of my
- Voyages. T went firft into Spairn, where

1 tarried long enough to learn their
Language, particularly at Cadiz. The
-T2 O : fancy




- e R —

5 Voyage to Peru

fancy took me to go to the Weft-Indies
poflefs'd by the Spaniards, for“I often
heard them talk of the Beauty‘and Fer-
tility of the Country, and”the great
Riches they draw from thence, but then
¥ was ‘ata lofs how to bring it about,
becanfe °tis very difficult for 2 Stranger,
to getinto thofe Parts 5 but there hap-
pend a conjun&ture which favourd my
Defign, and gave me an opportunity to
proeeed in it, in the magner - follow-
ing, | ‘

gIn the Yeat 1654, Olider Crommwell at §
that time Protector' of -the' Common.
wealth of England, (ent Admiral Blake
with a Squadron of Men of War to-
wards the Coafts of Algarve and dud,-
lowfia , to wait for the Spanifly Gal-
lions which come yearly from the Indjes. :
The Spaniards being advertis'd of it re- <
folv'd to equip a Fleet with al] expedi-
tion' to oppofe the Exglift and fruftrate
their defign: To this end they fet oue
28 Men of War and 4 Firethips, under ,
the Command of Doz Paul de Contreras, !
whofe Vice-Admiral was the Amirante
Caftana, on board whom was I. The
Two Fleets came up with each other, ;
near Cape 8. Vincent, where they flaid '
many Days 5 but the Englifh perceiving

they
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up the River de la Plata. 3

they were like to make nothing on't, re-
tird towards Lishen, and the Spaniards
{tood into Cadiz, where all the Gallions
fafely arrivd in the beginning of the
Year 1655, except the Vice-Admiral,
which was loft in the Channel of Bahana
upon the Coalls of Florida. Sometime af-

ter this, the Englifb having declar'd War

againft the Spaniards more openly, by
taking Famaica, the Navigation to the
Weft-Indies Was a long time interrupted,
by their Cruifers hovering about (adiz
and San Lucar, where they intercepted
{fome Ships coming from the lnzdies rich-
ly laden, took one of the biggeft, burnt
Two others, and put the refk to flight,

‘and afterwards went to  the Canaries,

where they burnt moft of the Flota that

‘were arriv d there from New Spain, and

waited orders from Muadrid, what courfe
to take to efcape falling into the hands of
the Englifh, While thefe things were do-
ing,the Dutch who fought to make their
advantage of the Troubles that the Sps-
niards were embroil’d in, {fent {everal

Ships to. the River de la Plata, laden

with Goods and Negroes, which they
took in at Angola and Congo: Thefe
Ships being arrivd in that River, and

+ come up to Buenos Ayres, the Inhabi-

O 2 tants




4 “Voyage to Pepy " 4
bitants of the place who had'alonig time
been deprivid of the 'Siipplies ‘which
they had us’d to receive by the Spanifh
Gallions (who ‘were hinderd by ‘the
Englifb from making their conftant Voy-
ages) and yvere befides'in want of Ne-
groes and other things, ‘wrought fo far
upon the Governor, that for 2 Prefent
which they oblig’d the Hollunders to give
him, and fatisfying the Cuftoms due ‘to
the King of Spain, they wete permitted
to Land and Trade there. 't s Y104
_ Mean time the Spanifh Midifters  (ap-
prehending left the Interfuption of the
Commerce, and the {carcity of Enropean
Commodities in thofe Parts, might con-
 train the Inhabitants to Traffick with
Strangers (which ‘tis their Intereft to
prevent as' much as they can) thoughe
fitto grant Licences to feveral of their
private Subjects to Trade to the Tndies ar
their ‘own proper rifque. A certain
Cavalier took one of them, and ' fitted
out a Ship at Cadiz, where 1 abode at
that time 5 T refolv’d to go in her, and
that the more willingly, becaufe T had
formerly had fome dealings with him.
He very friendly confented tolet me go
under his Name for his Nephéw, that [
might conceal my being a Forreigner,
which
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up tbngver delaPlata. 5

which if known would have ftopt my
Voyage,. becaufe .in Spaiz they allow
none but Native Spaniards to gorin, their
Ships to the Indies... We fet Sail about
the latter end. of Decerzber 1657, 11 A
Ship of 450 Tums, and in 105 Days
reach’'d the Mouth of  the River. de la
Plata, ‘where wemet a French Frigat,
Captain Foraz Commander, and fought
her fome time, we got clear of her, and
continved our, Courfe till we came be-
fore Buenos Ayres, where we found 22
Dutch-Ships;iand among them 2 Ezglifb,
Laden -homewards with Bulls-hides ,
Plate, .and. Spanifh-wool , which they
had receivd in exchange for their Com-
modities's a few days after 3. Dutch
Ships going out of the Road encounterd
Captain Foran and another Frigat, nam'd
the Marefchale, Commanded by the Che-
valier de Fontenay 5 after a tough dil-
pute the Hollanders boarded and took
the Marefchale , put all her Men to
¢he Sword, and the Chevalier among the

_This accident alarum’d thofe of Bewe-
105 Ayres, and made them put themlelves
upon their guard, imagining there wasa
French Squadron come into the River to
make an attempt upon their Country.

» il Where-
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6 Voyage to Peru

Wherenpon they refolvd to fend for
aid to Count Albacelifte, Viceroy over all
the Spanifh Acquifitions in Awmerica, and
Refident at Lima in Pery 5. who caus’d

to be Levy’d with much difficulty and -

fome force but 100 Men, which were
not fent to them till 8 or g Months af-
ter, under the Command of Dyy, Sebafti-
an Comacho.

But before T proceed further, *tis fit 1
deliver my Obfervations concerning the

River de la Plata, and the Countries

through which it runs. In thofe Parts
tis call'd the Paraguay, but more vulgar-
ly the Great Parana ; probably, - becaufe
the River of Parana falls into it above
the Town de lus Corrientes. ‘Its Mouth
(which lies in the 35¢h. Degree of Sou-
thern Latitude, on that fide the Equinodt;i-
al Line) is between Cape de Caftillos and
Cape de Sant Antonio, about 8o Leagues
diftant from each, Tho’ it be deep e-
nough every where, yet the commong(t
Road into it, and moft usd by Sailors
is on the Norch-fide, from Caftillos to
Montvidio, which is half-way to Buenos
Ayres, and notwith{tanding there is 4
Channel on the fame North-fide from
Montvidio to Buenos Ayres, - the fhallow-
elt place in which is Three Fathom deep,

yet
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up the River dela Platal 7

yet for more fecurity they crofs over a-

gain{t Monvidio 1mto the South Channel,
Becaufe ’tis broader and has Three Fa-
thom and’ a half Water at leaft where
tis {halloweft 5 all the bottom is muddy
61l within 2 Leagues of Buenos Ayres
where lyes a fand Bank, there they take
in Pilofs to Steer them to a place call’d
the Poffo juft before the Town, diftant
a4 Cannon fhot from Shore, wherein no
Veffels may entet but fuch as have a Li-
conice from the King of Spain, thofe that
have 6 fuch permiffion are oblig'd to
Anchor 2 Teague Lower. TheRiver is
full of Fifli, but of them thereare hard-
1y more than Seven Of Eight {orts good
to eat, there are abundance of thofe
Whales call’d Gibars, and Sea-dogs who
commonly bring forth their young a-
thore, and whofe Skin is fic for feveral -
afes. T was told that about 5 or 6 Years be-
fore T came there, the River was almoft
dey’d up for fome days, no Water be-
ing left but only in the middle Channel,
and there fo little, that they forded it
on Horfeback, as one may do moft of
the Rivers that fall into thatde /e Plata,
in which there are likewife a great ma-
ny Otters, with whofe Skins the Savages
Cloath themfelves. |

(O V) The




8 Voyage to Pery . .

The Country on the North-fide of
the River de lz Plata is of great extent,
Inhabited by none but Savages, ' call’'d
Charnas 5 moft of _the little Iflands that
lie all along the River, and the Shore
fides are cover'd with Woods full of
Wild Boars. - From Cape de Caftillos up
to Rio Negro, as well as from: the fame
Cape t0 San Paulo bordering upon By~
/5 the Coafts are uninhabited; . tho’ the
Country , - efpecially along . the. Riiver
{eems to be very good, having ligtle Rii-
vulets running down from;the Hills theo’

the Plains.  The Spaniards fettled  firft
‘there, 'but afterwards remov'd to Buenos

Ayres, becaufe ‘twas troublefom to crofs
over the great Parana to go to, Pera.

I went afhore frequently. beyond Ris
Negro, but never farther ~ than . Three
quarters of a League into the Land,
there are but few Savages to be feen, and
they have their Habitations a good way
up in the Country 5 thofe I met - with
were well made, with long Hair and

very little Beard 5 they wear nothing but

a great Skin, made of little ones patch'd
together, that hangs down to their heels,

and a piece of Leather under their Feet, .

ty'd with Straps about their Ankles. For
Ormament they bind a Fillet of fome
; ok B ) O
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“up the River de l; Plata. o

Stuff about their Heads, which comes o-
ver the Fore-head, and keeps the Hair
back behind.~ The Women have no o-
ther Garment but thefe Skins, which
they gird about ‘their Waftes, and ¢o-
ver their heads with ‘a {ort of Tittle Hats
made of Rufhes of divers Colours.
From Rio Negro to Las Corrientes and
the River of Parana, the Country is
well ftockt with Bulls and Cow s, there
are likewile -a great many Stags, Whofe
Sking they '{ell for right Buff. The Sa-
vages about 'Rio Negro are the only Peo-
ple from the Sea thither, that keep Cor-
refpondence with thofe of Buenos dyres,
and the Cafigues, and Couracas their Lea-
ders doHommage to the Governor of
that Place, from whence they are but

about 20 Leagues diftant. One of the

chief Sparifh Towns on that fide is Las
Siete Corrientes,  Situate near the place
where the Two Rivers Paragnay and Pa-
rapa meet. Upon the Parana f{tand
Three or Four Villages pretty far from
each other, and thinly Peopled, tho’
the Country be very proper for Vine-
yards, and has enough planted already
to fupply the Neighbouring Parts with
Wine. The Inhabitants are under the
Jurifdition of a Governour refident at

Afforption

¢
o ¥

s e e ==t o
o ST N TS = Sy

S S

i
|"
1\
i
y
h
.(
&




R et e - e g+ st AL
v .

R e A S B e S eI T e
T s

o Voyage to Peru

Affornption, which is the moft important
Place the Spaniards have in that Coun-
try, and ftands higher up the River Ps-
ragnay on the North-fide s *tis the Metra-
politan'City, a Bifhop’s Seat, has {eve-
ral 'very neat Churches'and Convents,
and is well crowded with Tnhabitants,
becaufe a great many Idle People, and
fuch as have run out their Fortunes and
can live no longer in Spain or Pern ,
tlock thither as to their laft refuge. The
Land abounds in Corn, Millet, Sugar,
Tobacco, Honey, Cattle, Ouks fit for
Shipping, Pine-Trees for Mafts, and
particularly in that Herb, call'd, the
ferb “of Paragnay, which they drivea
great Trade in all over the Weft-Indies 5
and this obliges the Merchants of Chilz
and Pern, to hold a Correfpondence
with thofe of Paragnay; becaufe, with-
out that Herb (with which they make a

refrefhing Liquor with Water and Su-

gar, to be drank lukewarm) the Tnhabi-
tants of Pern, Savages and others, efpe-
cially thofe that work in the Mines, could
not fubfift, for the Soil of the Country
being full of Mineral Veins, the Vapours
that rife out of the Ground f{uffocate
them, and nothing but that Liquor can
recover them again, which revives and

reftores




up the Riwer dela Plata. 13

reftores- them  -to - their former  Vi-
our. et 4]
In this City of Affomption, the Native
Indians, as well as Spaniards are very
courteous and obliging to Strangers.
They indulge themfelves in a great deal
of liberty, even with refpect to Women,
infomuch that being often neceflitated
to Sleep in the open Air (becaufe of the
exceflive Heat) they {pread their Quilts
in the Streets, and lie there all’ Night
Men and Women together : Nor is any
Body fcandaliz’d atit. Having plenty of
all things good to eat and drink, they
give themfelves up to Eafe and Idlenefs,
and don’t much trouble themf{elves with
Trading abroad, nor heaping up Money,
which upon that account is very f{carce
. among ‘em, contenting themfelves with
trucking the Commodities of their own
Product, for others more neceflary and

ufeful to them. fivic
Further up in the Country, thatis to
fay, towards the Head of the River Upn-
gay, 1n the Province of Paragnay, are ma-
ny Settlements of Colonies, tran{plant-
ed thither by the Fefuits Milfionaries
that prevail'd upon the Savages in thofe
Parts, who are naturally tractable, to
quit their Woodsand Mountains, and
. come

T T




12 - Voyage to Peru

come and dwell together in Villég'e'sji;{,_
a. Civil, Community, , where . they in-

{tructed them in the Chriftian Religion,
taught them Mechanicks, to -play upon

Mufical Inftruments, and feveral other

Arts covenient to,Human  Life.. Thus
the Milfionaries who canme upor a Religi-
ows. Motive, are largely recompencd by

the Temporal Advantages which they. veap.
here.. The report that there were Golden

Mines in. this Country, ' could-not be

kept fo.clofe, but thatthe Spaniards had.
fome inkling of it, and among, others,

Don Hiacinto de Laris Governor, of Bie-

nes Ayres, who about the Year 1653, had -

orders from the King of Spaiz, togo
and vifit thefe Settlements, and examine
into gheir Wealth. At firft coming he
was well receivd, but perceiving that
he began to infpect their Riches, and
fearch for Gold, The Savages who are

{hy of working in the Mines; took up.

Arms, and forc’d him and his Followers
Fifty in Number  to depart out of their
Country. The Governor who {uicceeded
him, inform’d himfelf more particularly

of this matter, and to make the beft ufe

of his Intelligence, inter'd into a ftrick

Alliance with the Jefuits of his own
Government, who; hold a. Correfpon- -

dence

T g — e



up the Riverde la Plata, 18

dence with' the reft of thgi_r 'Fra'terni'ty, 5
and having got'a’confiderable Sum from"

the ' Hollanders" for léave to. Trade at
Bienos Ayres, he engag'd the Fefuits to

furnifh him 100006 Crowns in'Gold for
the value in Silver, for lightnefs of Car-’

riage. ' But 'this fame Governor. being

arrefted’ by the 'Kingof*Spain’s Order,

for permitting . the  Duech to Trade at

Buenos Ayres; his Gold was feizd and

confifeated, "which upon trial provd ‘to

be nuch-finet than that of Perw, and by

thisand other Circumftances, they . dif~
coverd; that'it ‘came from the  Mines
found out by the Fefuits in thefe parts.
On the South-fide of the River de /s
Plara, from Cape Sant Antonio, towithin
30 Leagues of Buenos Ayres, ’tis dange-
rous Sailing, becaufe of the Banks' that
liein the way ; wherefore they: always
go on the Noith-fide, as I faid before;
till they come up fo far, then they crofs
over to the South-fide which isvery fafe s
efpecially when the Wind blows againft
the Stream of the River and {wells it

for when a Wefterly Wind blows from

Land, the Water falls; however when
the Water is at the lowelt, ’tis Three
Fathom and a half deep, both in the

North and South Channels. When we

€ll-




14 - Voyage to Peru

enter’d into the South-Channel, ‘we came

in fight of thofe Vaft Plains extending to
Buenos Hyres, and thence as far as the
River Sdlladills, 60 Leagues fhort of

Cordona, which are {o coverd with al] .

forts of Cattle, that notwithftanding
multitudes of them are daily deftroy’d
for their Skins, there’s 'no Sign of their
diminution.

~As foon as we arrivid at the Czpe of
Buenos Ayres, we gave nofice of it to
the Governor, who underftanding 'that
we had the King of Spaiz’s Licence for
coming thither, ( without which he
could not have permitted us entrance in-
to the place, unlefs he would have broke
his Orders) he fent the Kings Officers
on board to vifit our Ship, according to
cuftom, which done, we landed our
Goods, and laid them up in 2 Ware-
houfe hired for the time of our ftay.
They confifted chiefly in Linnen Cloath,
particularly that made at Rowen, which
goes off very wellin thofe Parts, as al-
{o in Silks, Ribans, Thread, Needles,
Swords, Horfe-fhoes, and other Iron-
work, Working-tools of all forts, Drugs,
Spices, Silk and Woollen-Stockings ,
Woollen-Cloath, Serges, and other
Woollen-Stufts, and generally in every
| ' thing
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thing fit for Cloathing: which as we
were inform’'d were proper. commodities
for thofe Parts. Now the Cuftom is,
that as {foon asa Licens'd Ship  (that is
to fay which. has the King of . Spain’s
Permiflion). comes to Buenos Ayres. ‘The
Governor of the Place, or Captain of
the Ship difpatches a Meflenger to Perx,
with the Letters from Spaiz, if he has
any 5 or elfe to acquaint the Merchants
with his Arrival, whereupon fome of
them immedaiately fet out to Buenos Ay-
res, or elfe fend Commiflions to  their
Correfpondents, .to buy up what Wares
they think convenient. ‘Twas my for-
tune to be {fent upon both thefe Errands,
for among a great many Letters that
we brought with us, was a large pac-
quet from his Catholick Majeflty for
Peru, enclos’d in a Leaden Box, as all the
Difpatches from the Sparifh Court to the
Indies commonly are 5 to the end, thatif
the Ship that carries them thould bein
eminent peril of falling into an Ene-
mies Hands, they might be flung over
board and funk. This Pacquet was
entrufted to my cdre, wherein were
many Letters to the Vice-Roy of Pe-
r#, and other Prime Officers in thofe
Parts, fignifying the Birth of the 'Princef

ST e e




16  Voyage to Perid

of Spain't and 1 carry'd likewife dn
Inventory. attefted ‘by the Kings Officers
at Buenos Ayres of the greateft part of
our Lading, to be fhewn to the Mer-
chants of Potofi 3 they rely’d upon the
.conditions of the Goods as {pecified in
the Inventory,and {o bargain’d for what
they lik’d, but their effects did not come
to ’em till Seven or Eight Months af-
{EeT. :

A Defeription of Buenos Ayres. |

Efore I fay any thing of my Journy

to Pern, 1 will fet down what 1 ob-
ferv’d remarkable at Bueros Agres whillt
I tarry’d there. 'The Air is pretty tem-
perate, much as ‘tis in Ardaloufia, but
not quite fo warm, the Rains fall almoft
as. often in Summer as Winter ; and the
Rain in fultry weather ufually breeds
divers kinds of Toads, which are very
common in this Country, but are not
venemous. The Town ftands upon a
rifing Ground on the fide of the River
de la Plata, a Mufquet fhot from the
‘Channel, in an Angle of Eand ma"ge
Pt ¥
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by a lirtle Rivulet, calld Riochuelos -
which falls into the River a quarter of
a League from the Town 3'it contains
400 Houfes, has no enclofure, neither
Wall nor Ditch, and nothing to defend_
it but a little Fort of Earth furrounded
with a Ditch, which commands the Ri=-
ver, and has Ten IronGuns, the biggeft
of which is a Twelve Pounder s there
the Governor refides who has but. 150
Men in Garrifon, which are form'd into
Three Companies Commanded by Three
Captains, whom he appoints at will, and
indeed he changes them fo often, that
there is hardly a Wealthy Citizen but has
been a Captain ; thefe Companies are not
always full, becaufe the Souldiers are
drawn by the cheapnefs of Living in
thofe Parts to defert frequently, not-
withftanding they endeavour to keep
them in the Service by a large pay, which
is per diem Four Reals, worth 15 64.
Englifh, and a Loaf of 3d. ob. which
is as much as one Man can eat. But the
Governor keeps 1200 tame Horfes in 2

« Plin thereabouts for his ordinary Ser-

vice, and in cafe of neceflity to mount
the Inhabitants of the Place, and form
a {mall Body of Cavalry. Befides this
Fort, there is a little Baftion at the

o Mouth
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18 AVoyage 10 Peru

Mouth of the Rivulet wherein they
keep Guard, there are but Two Iron-
Guns mounted upon it, eacli carrying a
Three Pound Eall 5 ¢this commands the
place where the Barks come afhore to de-
liver or take in goods, which are Tiable
to be vifited by the Officers of the Ba-
{tion when they lade and unlade. The
Houfes of the Town are built of Farth,
becaufe there is but little Stone in all
thofe Parts up as far as Pers 5 they . are
thatch'd with Canes and Straw, have

no Stories, all the Rooms are of

“a Floor, and are very Spacious; they

have great Court-yards, and behind
their Houfes large ‘Gardens full of
Orange-trees, Lemon-trees Fig-trees,
Apple-trees, Pear-trees, and other Fruit-
trees, with ftore of Herbs, Cabbages,
Onions , Garlick, Lettice, Peas, Beans,
and efpecially their Melons are excellent,

- the Soil being very fat and good 5 they
live very commodioufly; and except

Wine, which is fomething dear s they
have plenty of all forts of Victuals, as |
Beef, Veal, Mutton , Venifon , Hares, |
Coneys, Pullets, Ducks, Wild-geele, |

- Partridges, Pidgeons, Turtles, and all
- kind of Wild-fow! 5 and fo cheap, that

one may buy Partridges for 2 Penny a
| piece ,




upthe R.dela Plata. 19

piecé, and the reft proportionably.

There are likewile abundance of Oftriches

who herd in Flocks like Cattle, and tho'

they are good Meat, vet none but the

Savages eat of them. They, make Um-

brellas of their Feathers, which are very

commodious in the Sun ; their Eggs are

good, and every body eats of ‘em, tho’

they fay they are of hard Digeftion. I

faw ome thing of thefe Creatures very

remarkable, and that is, while the Hen

fits upon the Eggs, they have the Inftin

or Forefight to provide for their Young s .

o five or fix days before they ‘come out
of the Shell, they fetan Egg in each of

the four Corners of the place where they

fit, thele Eggs they break, and when they

rot, Worms and Maggots breed in ‘em

in prodigious numbers, which ferve to

nourifh the Young Oftriches from the

time they are hatch’d till thiey are able to

g0 farcher for their fuftenance. The
" Houfes of the better fort of Inhabitants
are adora’'d with Hangings, Pictures,

and other Ornaments and decent Movea-

bles, and all that are tollerably wéll to

pafs ate fervid in Plate, 4and have a

%Zeat many Servants, Blacks, Moulatos,

_Meftices, Indians , Cabres |, or Sambos ,

“whoare all Slaves. The Negroes come

P2 from
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| 20 A Voyage to Peru

i from Guinea s the Monlatos are begotten

f ‘ by a Spaniard upon a Blacks th,e,%@ﬁl"
o ces are born of a Spaniard and an Indian,
I8 and the Sambos of an Irdian Man and a

. Meftice, all diftinguifhable by their Co-

RS R
e

. lour and Hair. = They employ thefe
. Slaves in their Houfes, or to cultivate
i their Grounds, for they have large Farms

e R ot o

e

i fltock’d with Grain in abundance, as
Wheat, Barley and: Millet, or to look
after their Horfes and Mules, who feed
upon nothing but Grafs all the  Year
round, or to kill Wild-Bulls, or in fine
| | to do any kind of Service: All the Wealth
i of thefe Inhabitants confifts in Cattle,
i wich multiply {o prodigioufly .in this
Province, that the Plains are quite co-
LE b verd with’em, particularly with Bulls,
Cows, Sheep, Horfes, Mares, Mules, Af-
| fes, Swine, Deer, and others, .infomuch
| that were it not for a vaft number of
Dogs, who devour the Calves and other
i young Beafts, they would over-run the
i Country, they make fo great profit of
the Skins and Hides of thefe Annimals,
that a fingle Inftance will be {ufficient to
fhew how far it might be improvd by |
good hands: The 22 Dutch Ships that |
i we found at Buenos Ayres were each of
them laden with 13 or 14000 Bull-hides
at
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at leaft, which amount to above 300000
Tivers, or 335001 Sterling, bought by
the Dutch at Seven or Eight Reds a
piece that isunder an Exglifh Crown,and
fold again in Ewurope for Twenty-five
Shillings Englifh at Jeaft. When T exprefs'd
my aftonifhment at the fight of fuch
an infinite number 'of Cattle, they told
me of a Stratagem f{ometimes made ufe
of, when they apprehend a defcent from
any Enemies, that is matter of greater
wonder, and “tis this; they drive fuch
a Herd 'of Bulls, Cows, Horfes and other
Animals to the Shore-fide, that’tis utter-
1y impofiible  for any number of Men,
even tho’ they fhould not dread the fu-
1y of thofe Wild Creatures, to make
their way through fo great a drove of
Beafts.  The Firft Inhabitants of this
place, put every one their mark upon -
thofe' they could catch, and turn’'d “em
mto their enclofures, but they multiply’d
{o falt, that they wereforc’d to let “em
loofe, and now they go and kill them
according as they want’em, or have oc-
cafion t0 make up a quantity of Hides
for Sale. At prefent they ‘mark only
thofe Hotfes and Mules which they catch
to tame and breed up for Service. ‘Some
Perfons makea great Trade of fénding

i et them
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them to Peru, where they yield g0 Pata=
gons; or 111.135. 4d. Sterling a pait.
Moft of the Dealers in Cattle are very
Rich, but of all the Trading People the
moft confiderable are they that Traf-
fick in European Commodities. - Wla-
ny ‘of whom are reputed worth 2 or
300000 Crowns, Qr 67000 L= Sterling.
-So that a Merchant worth no more than
15 or 20000 Crowns is ‘lookd . upon as
a mean Retailer 5 of thefe laft there are
near 200 Families in the Town, that
make 500' Men' bearing Arms,  befides
their Slaves who are three times that
Number, but are not to:be reckon’d of
any Defence, becaufe they are not al-
low'd to bear Arms : Thus the Spaniards,
Portugnefe, and their Sons (of whom
thofe that are born upon the place are
tertn’d Criolos; to diftinguifh them from:
- the Natives of Spaiz) and {ome Meftices
are the Militia, which with the Souldiers
1 Garrifon, comipofe 'a Body of above
600 Men, as T computed them in {everal
Mufters; for ' theéy draw: out on Horfe-.
back Three times ‘a Year near the Town
on Feftival Days. I obferv’d there were
many Old Men among them that did not
carry Fire-arms, but only a Sword by
their fide, a Lance in hand, and a Buck-
YOG o R R e
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ler attheir fhoulder : They are alfo moft:
of:them:Marry'd and Mafters of Fami-
lies; and comnfequently « have no- greag
ftomach to Eighting,: They: love their
Eafe ‘and: Pleafure, and are-éntirely des
voted to:Veuwsis X Confefs they are i
fome meafure excufable in- this point
for mof of their -Women are extreamtly
pretty; welb flraped; ‘and clear skin'd 5
and withabfofaithfirl to theirHusbands,
that no Teniptations. can  prevail with -
them toloofentithe Sacred Knot: - But
then <f cheir:Husbands tranfgre(s; they
are oftenpuniflyd with Poifon or Dag-
ger. ‘The:'Women are more in Number
than the Men. Befides Spaniards, there are
a-few French, Hollanders, - and Genouefe,
butall go for Spaniards, otherwife there
would be no dwelling for them there,
efpecially thofe that differ in their Reli-
gion from the Koszan-Catholicks, becaufe

the Inquifition is f{ettled there, :
The Bifhop's Revenue amounts to
3000 Patagons, or yool. Sterling per
Annum. His Diagefs takes in this Town
and Sante Fe, withthe Farms belonging
to both 5 Eight or Ten Priefts Officiate
in the Cathedral, which is built of Earth
as well as the Houfes. The Fefwits have
9 College 5 the Dominicans, the Recol-
T4 leds,
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ledEs, and the Religions de 1z Merey, have
each 3 Convent. There is likéwife dan
Hofpital, but there are fo few poor Peo-
ple in thefe Parts that ‘tis of little ufe.

Monfreur Acarete du Bifcay’s 7our-
ney from Buenos Ayres to Peru.

I Left Buenos Ayres, and took the Road -

M to Cordoua, leaving Santa Fe on m
right hand, of which place take this ac-
count, 'tis a Sparifh Settlement dependant
upon Buenos Ayres, the Commander is
no more than a Lientenant, and does no-
thing but by order from the Governor
of Buenos Ayres. 'Tis a little place con-
taining 25 Houfes, without any Walls,
Fortifications, or Garrifon, diftant 8o
Leagues from Bureros Ayres Northward,
Situate upon the River de lz Plata, large
Veflels might come uptoit, were it not
for a great bank that obftruds the paf-
fage a little above Bwenos Agres. WNe-
verthelefs ‘tis a very advantageous Poft,
becaufe °tis the only paffage from Per,
Chili and Tucuman to Paragnay, and in a
manner the Magazine of the Commodi-

ties
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upthe R. dela Plata. 24
ties drawil from thence, particularly that
Herb already {poken of, which they
cannot be without in thofe Provinces.
The Soil 'is ‘as good and Fertile “here as

at Buenos Apres 5 and the Town having

nothing remarkably different from what
has been obferv'd of Buenos Apres, 1
leave it, and proceed. upon my - Jour-
ney. °“Tis counted 140 Leagues. from
Buenos Ayres to Cordona, and becaufe
fome parts of the Road are uninhabited
fora long 'way together; I furnifhed
my f{elf at my departure with what I
was inform'd" I fhould ftand in need
ofs fo I {et out having a Savage for my
Guide, with Three Horfes and Three
Mules, fome to carry my Baggage, and
the reft to change upon the way when
that Trid upon was tired. _
From Buenos Ayres, tosthe®River Ii-
car, and even as far as the River Recife,
30 Leagues, T pafs'd by feveral Habita-
tions and Farms cultivated by the Spasni-
ards, but beyond Recife to the River
Salladillo, 1 {aw nome. ~ Let it be obfer-
ved by the way, that thefe Rivers as well
as all the reft in the Provinces of Buernos
Ayres, Paraguay and Tucuman, that fall
into the River de /z Plata are fordable
on Horfe-back 5 but when the Rains or
2 any
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any other accident fwells them, a Tra=
veller muit either fwim over, or élfeget
upon a bundle in: the>nature of a raft,
which a Savage-hawl$ aver to the' other:
fide. 1 could not Swim, and fo-was-
forc'd: to make ‘ufe of -this: expedient
twice: or thrice when I-could not find a-
Ford:. The way was this, ‘my: Indzan :
kill'd:a Wild Bull; flead-the 'Hide' off,:
ftuffed it with ftraw, and -ey’'d it:np-in-
a great bundle with thongs of-the’ fame.
Hide, upon which I placid ‘my felf with -
my Baggage ; he fwamover hawling-me’
afterhimby a Cord ty'd tosthe bundte~
and then he repaf§'d and{iyammy Horfes -
and Mules over to me, stl yofisis 1801
All the Country between the River
Recife -and Salladille, tho' uninhabited, -
abounds in Cattle and all forts of Fruit-
trees, except Walnut and Chefnut-trees 3
there are whole Woods of Ne&arine-
Trees, Three or Four Leagues in compa,
that bear excellent Fruit, which they
not only eat raw, but bake them, or dry
them in the Sun, to keep, as we in Frazce |
do Prunes : They feldom ufe any other |
than the Wood of this Tree for common i
firing at Buenos Ayres, and thereabouts.

The Savages that dwell in thefe Parts are
diftinguifh’d into two forts, thofe that

' ' ' volun-
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voluntarily fubmitito the Spaniards are

call’'d Pqnpz'ﬂa;r;\izthé ixeft Serranos, both”

cloathed with Skins; but the laft fet up-

on the Panpiftasas their mortal Enemies

wherever they. meet with them. All

Fight on Horfe-back; either with Lances
pointed with Iron or Bones fharper’d, -
or ¢lfe. with Bows and Arrows, they

wear Bulls-hides fafhion’d like 2 Donblet

without flecves, to defend their Bodies.
Their Chicfs that command over them

in War and -Peace, are calld Cowracas.’
When they: take any one of their Ene--
mies; alive'orcdead,’ they meet all toge-
ther;and after they have reproach’d him, -
that either he or his Relations were the

death of their Kindred or Friends, they

cutand tear him into pieces, which they

roaft a little and eat, making a drinking
Bowl of his Scull. They feed moftly"
upon fleth either raw or drefsd, and °
particularly Colts fleth, which they like'
better than Veal. They catch abundance

of Fifh likewife in their Rivers,  They

have no-fettled places: of aboad; but

tamble up and down, feveral Familie
together, ‘and live in Tents, ‘

-1:could not inform my felf exadly
what Religion. they were of, but I was
told thatthey look'd upon the Sun and
e
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28 A Voyage to Peru

Moon as Deities,and as T travell'd along,
I'faw a Savage upon his knees 'with his
Face to the Sun,’ who''¢ry'd ‘out and
made ftrange geftures“with his Hands
and Arms. 1learn’d from the Savage that
accompany’d me," that he 'was" one of
thofe ‘they calld Papas, who in 'the
Morning kneel towards the Sun, and at
Night towards the Moon, to fupplicate
thofe fancy’'d Divinities to'be propitious
tothem, to give them fait Weather, and
Victory over their-Foes. © ioverneii.
‘“They make no great Cerethony''in
their Marriages 5 but” when' a2 ‘Relation
dies, after they have rubbd his body
with a certain Earth that confumes all but
the Bones, they preferve them, and carry
as many of them asthey can convenient-
ly about with them in a fort of Chefts,
and this they do in token of their af-
fection to their Kindred 5 indeed ‘they
are’ not wanting in good Offices to them
dufing their Lives, nor in their Sicknefs
and ‘Death. |
““Along the River Selladillo, 1 took
notice of a great many Parrats, or Pa-
pagays, as the Spaniards call them, and
certain Birds, call’d Guacamayos, which
are of divers Colours, and twice or thrice
as big-as a'Parrat. The River it felff is’
e e 2 ull
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full of the Fifh, call'd Dorado,. which is
very goad toeat. . ' There is alfo a Crea~
ture in it, whether 'tis Meat or Poylon
no body knows, it has Four Feet and a
long Tail like a Lizard. e
From Salledillo quite to Cordona, you
g0 along a very fine River, that abounds
with Fifh, which is neither wide nor
deep, for it may. be forded over. . On
the Bank of it you meet with little Plan-~
tations every Three or Four Leaguess
which are like Country Houfes inhabi-
ted by Spaniards, Portugnefe, and the Na=
tives, who have all. the neceflary. acco-
modations of Life they can.wifh, and
are very Civil and Charitable to Stran-
gers 5 their principal Wealth is in Hor-
{es and Mules, in which they Trade with

the Inhabitants of Pera. |
Cordona 1s a Town Situate in a pleafant
and fruitful Plain, upon the fide of a
River, bigger and broader than that I
have juft {poken of : "Tis composd of
about 400 Houfes, Built like thofe of
Buenos Ayres. It has neither Ditches,
nor Walls, nor Fort for its defence 5 He
that Commands it is Governor of all the -
Provinces of Tucnmar s and tho' it be
the place of his ordinary Refidence, yet
he is wont now and then, as he fees oc-
. «alion,
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cafion, to go and pafs’ fome fine 4t Sy,
Jago:de I Bftro, at Sv. Mignel de Tricnman,
(which 1s theCapitalCity of theProvince)
- at:Saltaandat Xuxui. o T each of thefe
Villages thereiis a Lieutenant, who' has |
undershim an Alcalde and fome Officers |
forithe Adminiftration of Juftice: " The
Bithop of Tucumdr likewife ufually re-
fides at Cordona, whete the Cathedral
as:the only Parith Church of the whole
‘Town ; but there are divers Convents of
Monks; namely of Dowminicans, Recol-
lects; and thofe of the Order de' li Mer-
eysand one of Nunmns. The Fefuits
have a College there, ard their Chappel |
is the fineft and richeft of 4ll. ;
‘The Inhabitants are Rich in Gold and
Silver, which they get by the Trade
they have for Mules, with which they
furnifh’ Pern and other Parts ;' which 1s
{o confiderable, that they fell about 28 |
or'3o000 of ‘em every Year, which they |
bre¢d up in their Farms.  They ufually |
keep ‘em till they are about Two ¥edrs |
old, then expofe ‘em to Sale, and have
about Six Patagors a piece for ’em. *The
Merchants that come to buy ’em,’ ‘carry
‘em to St. Fago, to Salta and Xuxui
where they leave ’em for Three Years,
“till- they are well grown and become
e ftrong,
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{trong, and afterwards bring ‘em to Pe-
ru, where they prefently have 'Vent for
‘em, becaufe “there as well as in the reft
of the Weltern part of America, the
greate{t part of their Carriage is upon
Mules. The People of Cordoua alfo
drive a Trade in Cows, which they have
from the Countrey. of Buenos Ayres and
carry to Pers, where without this:way
of Subfiftance  ’tis certain they would
have much ado to-live. This kind of
Traffick makes. this Town the moft.con-
fiderable . in- the Province of ' Tucusman,

as well forits Riches and Commodities,

/s for the Number of its Inhabitants,
which are counted to be at leaft 5 or
600 Families;' befides Slaves who are
three times the number. But the gene-
zality of ‘em of all degrees have no other
Arms but a Sword and Poignard, and
arevery indifferent Souldiers, ‘the Air
of the Country, and the Plenty they
enjoy,; rendring-them Lazy and Cow-

From Cordona 1 took the way of S,
Jago de; I Efiro, which is ‘9o Leagues
diftant from it. In my Journey I from
time to,time, that is Seven or Eighe
Leagues; met with fingle Houfes of Spa-

#iards and Portuguefe, who live very fo-

Htarily 5
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litarily 5 they are all Situate upon fmall
Rivulets, fome of ‘em at the Corners of
Forrefts which are frequently to be met
with in that Country, and are almofk

 allof Alzarobe-wood, the Fruit of which

ferves to make a Drink that is {weet
and fharpifh, and heady as Wine; o-
thers of them in open Fields , which
are not fo well ftock'd with Cattle,
as thofe of Buenos Ayres,” but however
there are enough of ‘em, and indeed
more than needs for the fubfiftance of the
Inhabitants, who alfo makea Trade of
Mules, and Cotton, and Cocheneil for
dying, which the Country produces.

St. Fago de I Effro-is a2 Town of oL

bout 300 Houfes, without Ditches or
Walls, Situate in:a tlat Country, {ur-
rounded with Forrefts of Algarobes it
lies on an indifferently large River, Na-
vigable for Boats, and pretty well fior'd
with Fith. The Air is very hot, and
fultry, which makes the Inhabitants la-
zy and effemminate. Their Facesareall
very Tawny 5 they are mightily given
to their Divertifements, and mind Traf-
fick very little. There are 300 Men that
can bear Arms, taking in as well the Sa-
vages as Slaves, and they are all ill

Arm’d, and but very mean Souldiers.
The
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The greatelt part of the. Women are
handfome enough, but have generally a
kind of fwelling in the Throat, which
they call Coto in the Fanguage of the
Country, and feems to be much the fame
with what we call a Wen. The Coun-
tty is {ufficiently ftor'd with Wild-Fowl,
| Venizon, Wheat,, Rye, Barley; and
| Fruits, as Figgs, Peaches, Apples, Pears,
Plumbs, Heart-Cherries, Grapes, ¢c.
There are abundance of Tigers, that are
very fierce and ravenous; Lions that
are very gentle 5 and Guanacos that are
as big as Horfes, with very long Necks,
little Heads, and very fhort Tails, in
‘ the Stomachs of thefe Creatures the
: Bezoar-{tone is found. There are Four
Churches in this Town, namely the Pa-
rifh-Church, that of the Fefuits , that of
the Recolleif Friers, and one more.
Here the Inquifitor of the Province of
Tucurmran has his refidence 3 he isa Secut- |
lar Prieft, and has Commiffaries or De-
puties under him, whom he places in
all the other Towns.of the Province,
| After Thad continued Three Days at
|- S8t Fago, 1 went from thence to Sulta,
which is too Leagues from it, and leav-
ing St. Miguel of Tucuman on the left
hand, which is 2 Town under the Jurif-
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diction of St. Fago, I took the Road of
Effeco, finding in my way fome little Vil-
lages of Spaniards here and there, and
very few Savages. ~ The Country is flat,
and confifts partly of Fruitful Plains,
and partly of Forrefts full of Algarobe
and Palm-trees 5 which bear Dates {fome-
‘what lefs than thofe in the Eaft-Coun-
tries, as well as many other forts of Trees
and Plants, among(t others, thofe that
yield Pitch, and thofe that produce Co-
cheneil and Cotton. There are divers
{fmall Lakes, about which there are great
quantities of Salt produc'd, which isus'd
by the People of that Country. I ftay’'d
one day at Effece, to prepare my felf
{ome Provifions to live upon. It's Situ-
ation is upon a very hand{ome broad
River, which yet may be foarded on
‘Horfeback. This Town was formerly as
big and as confiderable as Cordona, but
is now ruin’d, there being not above 30
Families left in it, for the reft deferted
it, becaufe of the great number of Tigers
that infefted ‘em, devouring their Chil-
dren, and fometimes Men when they
could furprize 'em, befides an incredible
number of Venemous Flies, that ftin
very {fmartly, with which the Country
is ill'd for four or five Leagues about
“ the
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the Town; fo that there’s no going a-
broad without being mask’d. This
Country is alfo fufficiently Fruitful in
Wheat, Barley, Vines, and other Fruit-
trees ; and would abound in Cattle if the
Tigers did not devour ‘em.

From Effeco to Salta is 15 Leagues:.
And this {pace of Land, would be like
that T have juft now {poken of, but that
it is Gravelly in fome places. One may

« eafily difcern Saltz about 2 Leagues be-

fore one comesat its becaufe it ftands
in the middle of a fine Plain, which
is fertile in Corn, Grapes, and other
forts of Fruit, Cattle, and other necef-
faries of Life : Encompafs'd in fome pla-
ces with Hills, and fomé pretty high
Mountains. The Town is upon the
bank of a Little River, over which there
is a Bridge : It may contain about 400
Houfes,"and s or 6 Churches and Con-
vents, the Structure of which, is like that
of thofe I have before defcrib’d. Tis
not encompafs’d with any Walls, Forti-
fications or Ditches ; but the Wars the
Inhabitants have had with their Neigh-
bours, have train’d them in Martial Dif-
cipline, and renderd ’em more careful
to have Arms in a readinefs than former-
ly: They are about 500 Men, who

Q2 | all
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36 A Voyage to Peru

all bear Arms, befides- Slaves,: Moulatos
and Blacks, who are three times s many.
Tisa pIace of great refort, becaule of

‘the confiderable Trade they have,  in
Corn, Meal, Cattle, Wine, Salted Meat
‘Tallow S other Commodmes Where-

with they Trade with, the Inhabitants of
Pers.

Twelve Leagues beyond it lies Xuocwi,
which is the laft Town of Tucusmar on
the fide of Pern. There are up and down
on the Road a great many Cottages or
Farms, and more than in .any other
place, tho’ the Country is not {o pleafant
not fo fruitful, being almoft nothing
elfe but Hills and Mountains. This
Town of Xdxui contains - about 300
Houfes: ’Tis not very full of People,
becaufe of the continual Wars the Inha-
bitants of it, as well as thofe of Salta,
have with the Say ages of thé Valley of
Cale lmqm who are continually harafing
of ’em. - The Caufe that {et thele Wars
on Foot is as follows s The Governor
of Tucuman ;, Don Alonfo de Mercado ,
and de Vitla Corta, having receiv'd Infor-
mation, that the Houfe of the lalt frces
or Kings of Perz, which was call’d the
White-houfe, was in this Valley, and
that there wasa great deal of Treafure

there,
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there, which the Natives kept as a mark
of theit Ancient Grandeur, gave advice
of it to 'his Catholick” Majefty, and
begg’d leave to make a Conqueft of it,
and fubjet it tohis Government, as it
had ' far'd “with {o ‘many other ‘places .
which heobrain'd.” To accomplifh his
defign, he thought meet to employ Doz
Pedre Bokoriers a2 Moor, and Native of
‘Eftramadnra, -as being a Perfon who had
been accuftom’d to converle with Savage
People, and’ was capable of carrying on
Intreagues amotig(t ‘em, and fo more fit
than another, to' make this defign fuc-
ceed 5 “but'thebufinefs had a quite con-
trary Event. ' For this Boboriers, when
he was got among .the Savages of this
Valley, and had gain'd their AffeCtions,
inftead of ‘acquitting himfelf of his
Commiflion, endeavor’d to eftablith him-
{elf in Power amongf(t ‘em, in which he
{fucceeded fo well, thatby his Craft and
good addrefs, he brought ‘em to choofe
and acknowledge him for their King
after which he declard himfelf againft
this Spawifh Governor, and began a War
with him towards the end of 1638, and
{everal times routed him and his Farces,

~which gave occafion to feveral of the

Indian Natives, that were under the Do-
| Q38" . ‘minion
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38 A Voyage to Peru
minion of the Spaniards.to throw of their
Yoke, and joyn with the People of
this Valley, who by thefeadditions have
render’d themfelves fomewhat formida-
ble. Hither alfo the Slaves of Perx,
particularly thofe that ferve in the Mines,
fly, when they can find an opportunity
to make- their efcape:- And the fafe re-
treat they find here, draws a great num-
ber of "em to this place 3 infomuch that
the Spaniards would not have half Men
enough to work in the Mines, if they
did not get Negros from Congo, Angola,
and other places on the Coaft of Guizea,
by means of divers Gezoefe that go thi-
ther to fetch ’em, and fell ’em to them
at a price concerted between ‘em.
From Xwuxui to Poteff they count
a 100 Leagues, the way is very trou-
blefome, and there is but this one Road
to go from Tucumarn to Pern. Two
Leagues from Xuxwi 1 began to advance
to the Mountains, between which there’s
a little and very narrow Valley, that
reaches as far as Omagoaca, which is 20
Leagues beyond, and along it there runs
a {mall River, which one is obligd to
pals and repafs very often.  Before you
are got 4 Leagues in this Road, you
meet with Vulcanos, orBurning Mouns<
; | tains,

|
f
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tains, full of Sulphurous matter, which
break out in Flames from time to time;
and fometimes “bur(t“open and throw
quantities of Earth into the Valley,which
makes the way f{o ‘dirty when a Rain
comes foon ‘after it, as it almoft always
happens, : that fometimes you muft. be
forc'd to ftay Five or Six Months, or till
the Summer comes to dry it to make it
paffable. = Thefe Vulcanos continue for
2 Leagues ‘'upon this Road, and inall
this {pace, ‘there are no Houfes either of
Spaniards or Savages; but beyond it all
along asfar as Omuagopca, there are a
great many little Cottages, inhabited on-
ly by Indians, and dgpending on {ome
Towns of theirs, which are govern'd by
their  Chiefs, whom they call Couracas,
who have'a Cacique over them, whofe
Orders they obey, and whofe refidence
is at Omagoaca, which isa Town of 200
Houfes, built of Earth, and ftanding in
no good Order.The Land aboutitis none
of the beft, however they {fow Wheat
there, and a great quantity of Millet,
which the Irdians ordinarily nfe. As
for Cattle, they have very few, and
commonly eat Beef dry’d in the Sun,
which is brought them by thofe that
Trade with 'em 5 they have alfo Goats

e o O 4 and
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40 A Voyage to Pern
and . Sheep of . their. -own - Produdk:
.- .«The moft of thefe Savages are!Catho-
licks, and. live according to the: Rules |
rof the Roman Catholick Religion 3 they = |
have a Church at Owiagoaca; which is |
Aupplied with Priefts, who go from time |
to time to celebrate ;Mafs there :: Thefe |
Priefts dwell at Socehon, . which is the
Plantation of Do#n Paulo &' Qbauds, who
1s 4 Spaniard, but borniin this Country,
and 15 Lord Proprietor -of it): which
.contains not only iall the Valley of Onza-
goaca, but likewife a.great, {pace of Land
beyond, and is 2 Country- of; about 6o
or 3o Leagues in extent; where there are
a great many Vigognes of whofe Wool this
Lord makes a very confiderable Advan-
tage. He takes thefe Creatures with a great
‘deal of eafe by means of his Subjes the
- Indians, who have no other trouble than
that of making a great Inclofure with
INetsabout a Foot and a half high, to
‘which they tie a great many  Feathers
that are blown to and fro by the Wind,
after which the Savages hunt thefe Crea-
tures, and drive ‘em within the Nets, as
they do Wild-Boars in Fraizce into the
Toils 5 when this is done, fome come
on Horfe-back within the compafs of
Ground in which they are inclosd, and
| ' while
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while the poor Beafts' dare not go near
the Nets for: fear-of"the Feathers that

»play about’ern; ‘they with certain Bowls
" faltened' ‘to’ Cords knock 'down and

kill as 'manyof “emas they pleafe. "~

From Onagoaca to Mago, they 'count
it 30 Leagues, & there’s nothing to be
met  with along “this way, but 2 very
few Plantations ‘of Savages, becaufe 'tis
{orvery Cold here'in the Winter, that
‘tis hard to ‘be endur’d.

«The way from ' Mao to Toropalea is
through very: pleafant Plains, there’ are
Two hundred Houfes in the Town, in-
habited by ‘Cathelick Savages, only one

- Portugnefe llves there: with his Fami-
ly.

Beyond Toropalea, is, the Country of
Chichas which is very Mountainous, and
is fror'd with divers Mines of Gold ‘and
Silver, and' Work-houfes where ‘they

prepare the Metal. “Tis 25 Leagues in

-extent as'far as Potoff, where T arrivid

aftera ]oumey of Sxxty three Days, A
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A Defcriptz'on of tbeYCitj of Potofi,

and the Mines there.

I Was no fooner allghted from my
Horfe , at a Merchants Houfe to
whom 1 had been recommended; but I
was condutted by him to the Prefident
of the: Provinces of Los Charcas, to
whom the Order I carried from the ng
of Spain was directed, as the Principal
Director of his Catholick Majefty’s Af-
fairs in this Province, in which Potofi is
Situate, which is the place of his Ordi-
nary» Refidence, altho’ the City de le
Platq is the Capital.  After 1 had deli=
ver'd the Order to him, T was brought
to the Corregidor, to deliver that which
‘belong’d to him, and afterwards to thofe
other Officers for whom I brought Or-

dets 5 they all receivd me very well,-

‘patticularly the Prefident; who prefent~
ed me with 2 Chain of Gold for the
good News I had brought him.

But before we go any farther 'tis con-
venient I {hould give fome defcription
of the City of Poioff, as I have done of

others,

ey
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others. The Spaniards call it the Impe-
rial City, but no body could ever tell
me for what reafon 5 ’tis Situate at the
Foot of a Mountain, call'd Aragaffor ,
and divided. in the mid{t by a River,
which comes from a Lake inclos’d with
Walls, which lies about a quarter qf a
League above the City, and isa kind of
referver to hold the: Water that is necef=
fary for the Work-houfes of that" part
of the City, which is on this fide ot the
River, -over again{t the Mountain, ' is
rais'd upon a little Hill, and is the 'larg-
eft and ‘'moft inhabited part; for on
that which is on the fide of the Moun-
tain, there’s{carce any thing but Engines
and the Houfes of thofe that Work in
‘em. The City has neither Walls, Ditch-
es, nor Forts for its defence, there are
reckon’d to be 4000 Houfes well built
of good Stone, with feveral Floors, af-
ter the manner of the Buildings in Spazz.
The Churches are well made, and all
richly adorn'd with Plate, Tapeftry,
and other Ornaments, and above 2all
thofe of the Monks and Nunns, of
whom there are feveral Convents of
different Ordets, which are very well
furnifvd. This is not the leaft populous
City of Pern, with Spaniards, Meftices,

Strazn-~
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Strangers, and Natives (which laft the
Spaniards call Indios ) with Mowdatos and |
Negroes. ~ They count there are between |
3 and Aoo00. Natural ' Spaniards beat-
mg Arms, who have the Reputation of
being very ftout Men and good Souldi-
ersy. The number of the Meftices is not
niuch lefs, norare they lefs expert at 3
Weapon, but the greateft part of ‘em,
are Idle, apt to quarrel and Treache-
rous, . theretore they commonly wear
Three or Four Buff-walt-coats one upon
another, which are proof againft the
point of a Sword, to fecure themfelves
~ from private {tabs. ~The Strangers there
are but few, there are {fome Dutch, Irifh,
and Genoefe 3 and fome French, moft of |
whom are of St. Malo, Prouence or Bay-
onne, and pafs for People of Navarre
and Bifcaye. As for the .Frzdiam they are
reckon’'d to amount to near 10000 be-
fides the Moulatos and the Blacks: but
they are not permitted to wear either
Swords or Fire-Arms, no not their Cou-
tacas and Caciques, tho they may all
afpire to any degree of Knight-hood,
and to Benefices, to which they are of-
ten raisd, for their laudable Altions,
and good Services. They are alfo for-
bidden to wear the Sperifh habit, but

are
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are oblig'd to cloath themfelves ina dif-
ferent manner, in a clofe-coat withont
fleeves,which they wear next their Shirts,
to which their Band and lacd Cuffs are
faften’d, their Breeches. are wide at bot-
tom after the French fathion ; ‘their Legs
and Feet naked. The Blacks and Mon-
latos being in the Service of the Spa-
niards, are habited after the Spanifp
Mode, and may bear Arms, and all the
Indian Slayes after Ten Years fervice are
{et “at liberty, and have the fame privi-
leges with the others. The Government
of this City is very exact, by the Care
which is taken by Twenty four Magi-
{trates, who are conftantly obferving,
that good orders be kept in it 5 befides
the Corregidor and Prefident of Los Char-
cas, who directs Officers after the man-
ner of Spazz. It is to be obferv'd, that
excepting thefe two Principal Officers,
as well at Potoff as every where elfe in
the Indies, all the People , whether
Knights, Gentlemen, Officers or others,
are concern’d.in Commerce : of which
fome of them make fo great an advan-
tage , that in the. City of Potofs, there
are fome teckon'd to be worth, Two,
fome Three, and fome Four Millions of
Crowns; and a great many worth Two,

Three,
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“Fhree , or Four hundréd ‘thoufand
Crowns. - The common People to live
much at their eafe; butare all proud and
haughty, andialways go very fine, either
in Cloth of' Gold and Silver, or in Scar-
let, or Silk- trimmed with a great deal
of ‘Gold and Silver-Lace. ‘The Furni-
ture of their Houfes is very Rich, for
they are generally fervid in Plate. The
Wives both of Gentlemén and Citi-
zens, ‘are kept very clofe; to'a degree
beyond what they are in Speizz 5 they ne-
ver go abroad, unlefsit be to go to
Mafs, or to make fome Vifit,"or to fome
publick Feaft 5 and that but rarely. The
Women here are generally addited to |
excels in taking Coca ;: This is a Plant |
that comes from the fide of Cufeo, which
when it'is made up in Rowls and dry’d
they chew, as fome do Tobacco s they
are {0 heated, and fometimes'abfolutely
fuddled by it, that they have no com-
mand of themfelves at all: "Tis likewife
often us'd by the Men, and has the fame
effefts upon them. They are otherwife |
very Temperate in eating and drinking, |
tho' they have before dwelt in places |
well ftor'd with all fort of Provifions, |
as Beef, Mutton, Fowls, Venizon, raw ' ’
|
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which are brought hither from. oth_e_r
parts, and {ome from a great diftance,
which makes thefe. Commodities dear, {o
that the meaner {ort of People ; efpecially -
thofe that have very little before-hand,
would find it hard enough to live there,
if Money were not very plenty, and
eafie to be got by them that are willing
to work,

The beft and fineft Silver inall the In-
dies,is that of the Mines of Potofi,the prin-
cipal of whichrare found in the Mountain
of Aranzaffe,where befides the prodigious
quantities of Silver that have been taken
out of Veins, in which the Metta] evi=
dently appear'd, and which are: now
exhaufted, there is almoft as great quan-
tities of it found in places where they
had not digg’'d befores nay from fome
of the Earth which they threw afide for-
merly when they open'd the Mines. and
made Pits, and Crofs-waysin the Moun-
tains, they have taken Silver, and have
found by this, that the Silver has been
fornvd fince that time, which thews how
proper the Quality of this Ground is
for the production of that Metal : But
indeed this Earth does not yicld fo much
as the Mines that are found by Veins a-
mong the Rocks. There are befides

thcfe
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498 A Voyage to Peru »
thefe ‘another fort of ' Veins® of Earth
which they call Paillacoy- which are  as
hard as 2 Stone, and of " the: Colour of
Clay, which® were flighted heretofore,
and yet as Experience has fince taught,
were not fo' contemptable as: was fup-
pos'd 5 fince Silver is got. out of ‘em
with fo litcle Charge; that - there is no
inconfiderable profit found in the Work:
Befides the Mines of this Mountain,there
are a great many others about the Coun-
try at a greater diftance, cthat are pretty
good, amongft others thofe of *Lippes,
of Carangas, and of Porcos but thofe
of Ouroures that have been lately difco=
The King of Spziz does ot caufe any
of thefe Mines to be wrought on his
own account, but leaves ‘em to thofe
Perfons that make the Difcovery of 'em,
who remain Mafters of "em after the Cor-
regidor has vifited ’em, and declard
‘em Proprietors, on theaccuftom’d Con-
ditions and Privileges. The fame Cor-
regidor defcribes and marks out the fu-
perfices of the Ground, in which" they

are allow’d to open the Mine on the out-

fide, which does not for all that, limit
or reftrain their work under-ground 3
every Man having liberty to follow the

» Vein
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Veirihe has found, let the extent and
depth of it teach fiever fo far, tho’ it
fhould: crofs that which another  has dig-
ged near-it. ~All that the King referves
for himfelf, ‘befides the Duties we fhall
hereafter {peak of; is to give a general
direCtion by +his -Officers, for all the
work of the Mines, and to order the
number of Savages to be employ’d in ‘ems .
to preventthe diforders that would arife,
if every Proprietor of the Mines thould
have liberty. to {fet as many of ‘em to
work as he -pleas’d 5 which would fre-
quently give-occafion to thofe that are
moft powerfuland Rich, to ingrofsand '
have fo greata Number of ‘em, thatfew
or none would remain for others to em-
ploy, to keep their work going forward :
for this would be contrary to the Kings
Intereft, which is to make Provifion that
that there be a fufficient number of Slaves
for all the Mines that are open'd.  For
this end he obliges all the Conracas or
Chiefs of the Savages, to furnifh every
one a certain number, which they muft

. always keep compleat, or elfe are forc'd

to give twice as much Money 4s would
have been paid in Wages to thofe that
are wanting, if they had been prefent.
Thofe thatare deftin'd for the Mines of
R Potafs,
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Potofi, don’t amount to above Two
thoufand and two or three'’ hundred,
thefe' are brought and put into'a great
Enclofure which 'is at' the Foot ‘of the
Mountain, where the Corregidor makes
a diftribution of “em to the 'Conductors
of the Mines, accordingto the Number
they want, and after Six days conftant
Work, the Conductor brings ‘em back
the Saturday following to the fame place,
where the Corregidor caufes a‘'review to
be made of 'em, to muke the owners of
the Mines give "em the Wages“that are

_appointed ‘em, and to fee how many

of ‘em are dead, that the' Cowracas may
be oblig'd to fupply the number that s
Wanting : for there's no Week paffes but
{fome of 'em die, either by divers acci-
dents that Occur,as the tumbling down of
great quantities of Earth, and falling of
Stones, or by Sicknefs and other ‘Cafual-
ties. 'They are {fometimes very much in-
commoded by Winds that are fhut up in
the Mines s the coldnefs of which joyn'd
to that of fome parts of the Earth, chills
em f{o exceflively, that unlefs they
chew'd Coce, which heats and fuddles
‘em, it would be intolerable to ‘em.  An-
other great hardfhip which they fuffer is,
that in other places, the Sulphurous and
B ' “Mineral
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Mineral Vapours are are {o great, that it
{trangely drys. emup, {o that it hinders
‘em from free relpiration ; and for this
they have no other remedy, - than the
Drink whichis made with the Herb of
Paragnay, of which they prepare a great
quantity. to,refrefh. and moiften ‘em,
when they come: out:of the Mines at the
times appointed for eating or {leeping 5
this Drink ferves ‘em alfo for Phyfick
to make, em:Vomit, and caft up what-
ever .incommagdes. their Stomachs. - A~
mong thefe . Savages. they ordinarily
choole_the_ belt ‘Workmen to break up
the Oar between the Rocks s this they
do with Iron-barts, which the Spaniards
call Palancas, and other Inftruments of
Iron 5 others ferve to carry what they
digg in little Baskets to the entrance of
the Mine 5 others to put it in Sacks, and
load it upon a {ort of great Sheep,which
they call Carneros de la Tierra, they are
taller than Afles; and commonly carry
Tweo hundred Pound weight s thefe ferve
to carry it to the Work-houfes which are
in the, Town along the River, which
comes from the Lake I have {poken of
before, In theleWork-houfes which are a
Hundred and twenty in Number 5 the.
Qar is.vefined, of which take the follow-

' R 2 ing
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ing account. They firft beat it;well up-
on Anvils with certain great Hammers,
which a Mill continually keeps at work,
when they are pretty: well reduc’d to
Powder, they palfs it thro’ a fine Sieve,
and {pread it upon the Ground about

~halfa Foot thick in a fquare place that

is very {mooth, prepar'd for the pur-
pofe 5 then they caft a great deal of
Water upon it, after which, they with
a Sieve {pread upon. it a certain quanti-
ty of Quick-filver, which: is; propor-
tion'd by the Officers of the, Mint, and
alfo'a Liquid fubftance of Iron, which
is prepar’d by Two Millftones, one of
which isfix’d, and the other is continu=-
ly turning, between thefe they put an
Old Anvil, or fome other Mafly piece
of Iron, which is worn away and Con-
fum’d with Water by the turning Mill-

ftone, fo that ’tis reduc’d to a certain .

Liquid Matter. The Oar being thus pre-
par'd, they ftir it about and mix it, as
Men do when they make Mortar, for a

Fortnight together, every day temper-

ing it with Water; and after this they
feveral times put it into a Tub, where-
in there is a little Mill, which by its mo-
tion feparates from it all the Earth with
the Water, and cafts ‘em off together,

fo
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{o that nothing but the Metallick Mat-
ter remdins at the bottom, which is af-
terwards put into the Fire in Crucibles,
to Tfeparate the Quick-filver from it |
which is done by Evaporation, for as
for the Iron-fubftance, that does mnot
Evaporate, but temains mix’d with the
Silver, which is the reafon that there 1sal-
ways in Eight Ounces (for example fake)
Three quarters of an Ounce or therea-
botits of falle Alloy.

The Silver- when thus refin’d is car-
ried ‘to'thé Mint, where they make an

' Bffay. ‘of it whether it be of the right Al-

loy, ‘after which it is melted into Barrs
or Ingots, which are weigh'd, and the
fifth part of "em dedutted, which be-

longs to the King, and are {tamp’d with
his mark 5 the reft appertain to the Mer-

chant, who in like manner applies his
mark to them 3 and takes’em away from

thence when he pleafes in Barrs, or elfe

converts ‘em into Reals and other Money.
This ﬁft:‘kpa;rt is the enly profit the King
‘has from the Mines, which yet are
efteem’'d to amount to {everal Millions;
But befides this, he draws confiderable
Sums by the ordinary Impofitions upon
Goods, without reckoning what he rai-
{es upon Quick-filver, both that which
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54 A Voyage to Peru.

is taken out of the Mines of Guarcave-
lica, which are Situated between Lima
and Cyfeo 5. and that which is brought
from Spaiz, with . which Two Veflels
are loaded every Year, becaufe that
which is taken out of thefe Mines is not
Tufficient for all the Indies,

They ufe divers ways of Carriage, to
Tranfport all the Silver that is 4nnually
amade about Potofi for Spain 5 firlt they

- Load itupon Mules, that carry, it to Ari-

ca, which is a Port on’ the South-Sea,
from whence they Tranfport it -in {mall
Veflels to' the Fort of Limz, or Los

Reys, which is a Fort upen the fame.

Sea, Two Leagues from Lima; here
they Embark it with all that comes from
other parts of Pers, in Two great Gal-
lions that belong to his Catholick Ma-
jelty, each of which carry 1000 Tuns,
and are Arm’d each with 50 or 60 Pje-
ces of Canon 5 thefe are commonly ac-
companied with a great many f{mall
Merchant Ships as Richly Loaded, which
have no Guns but a few Petareroes to
give Salutes 3 and take their Courfe to-
wards Panasa, taking care always to {end
a little Pinnace 8 or 10 Leagues before
to make difcoveries. They might make
this way in a Fortnights time, having al-

o  ways
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ways the help of the South-wind which
reigns alone in this Sed 5 yet they never
make it lefs than 4, Months Voyage, be-
caufe by this delay the Commander of
the Gallions makes a great advantage in
furnithing thofe with Cards that have 2
mind to play on Ship-board, during the
Voyage, which amounts to a very con-
{idérable Sum, both becaufe the Tribute
He receives 15 Ten Patagons for every
Pack“of ' Cards, and becaufe there'is a
prodigiotis quantity of ‘em confum'd,
they" béing continually at play; and
there “being {Carce any body aboard, but .
15 concetn’d for very confiderable Sums.
When ‘the Gallions arrive at Panama on
the Continent, they put’ their Lading a-
fhoar, and wait to hear of thofe from
Spain, who commonly about the fame

. time, ot a little after, arrive at Porto-

belo, which is ‘18 Leagues from the
North-Sea - in the mean time they carry
- thither partof the'Gold Silver,and other
Commodities of this Fleet which are de-
fign'd for Enrope, upon Mules by Land,
and part by Water upon the River of
Chiagre, in Boats made of an entire piece
of Wood call'd Piragonas.” A few days
after'they are unladen, and after the Gal-
lions are likewife arrivid from Spain s a
ity : R 4 VEry
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very great Fair is held there,, for a Fort-
night. together, in whieh they Sell and
Barter all forts of Gopds neceffary for
-each Country; which is perform’d with fo
much honefty, that the Sale is made only
by the Inventories, without opening the
Bales, -without. the leaft Fraud. The Fair
being. ended, theyall retire to the pla-
ces to which they refpectively. belong.
The Gallions that are.to tetuen into
Spain, g0 to Havara; in the Ifland of
Cuba, where they wait forithe Arrival of
the Flota of le Vera-Cruxc-in; New Spain 3
as foon as that has joyn'd ‘em, they con-
tinue their Courfe together, pafling thro’
the Channel of Bahama along the Coaft
of Florida, they touch at. the Ifland of
Bermudos, where they commonly meet
with Advice of the State of Affairs in
Eurgpe, and with orders ‘to dire& them
how to. avoid any difafters, and to per-
form their Voyage in fafety. As for
the Gallions of Pern, after they have
taken ina_new Cargo at Panama, they
return to Linma, freering divers Courfes,
becaufe of the Contrariety of the Wind,
which keeps ‘em Two aor Three Months
at Sea. Being there, they difpofe of
what they have for Perz: And the reft
of the Goods is taken off by the Mer-
A ‘ - chants
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chants of Chili; who give a great many
Commodities ®f their Country in ex-
change for"ems as Goats-leather, which
in'the Language of the Country iscall'd
Cordonan, Cordage, Hemp, Pitch and
Tar, Oyls, Olives, and Almonds, and
above all a' great quantity of Duft of
Gold, which is’taken out of the Rivers
of Capiapo, Coquinbo, Baldivia, and others
which fall into the South-Sea. And now
we are {peaking of the Commodities of
Chiliy  fome {mall ‘matter muft be faid
concerning this'great Province or King-
dom.; ‘At the Mouths of thofe Rivers,
of which Thave'juft been {peaking, there
are good Ports, and Cities, each of which
confift of about 4 or 500 Houfes, and
thofe ' fufficiently ftock'd with People.
The moft confiderable Cities upon the
Sea-Coaft, are Baldivia, la Conception ,
Copiapo and Coguinbo. ~ Baldivia is Forti-
fied, and has a Garrifon in it, ufually
composd only of Banifh'd Men, and
Malefactors' of the Irdies 5 the Three o-
thers are Cities of Trade. Farther up
in the Countrey is 8. Fago de Chil;
which is the Capital of all Chil;, where
there is likewife a ftrong Garrifon, and
fome regular Troops, by reafon of the
confinual War they bave with the Sz-

vages
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vages, call'd Aoucans. Bevond'itin the
Mountains,  lies the little Province of
Chicuito; of which ‘the principal Plices
are 8t. Juan de la Frontera, and Mendoca,
round about ' thefe Towns, " there OTOWS
- a-greatdeal of Corn, and abundance of
Vines,  which furnifh' the Country of
Chili, and the Province of Tucunian as far
as Buenos Ayres. »

Three Weeks after my Afrival at'Po-
toff 5 there were great’ rejoycings’ made
forthe Birth of the Princé of ‘Spain |

which ' lafted for a Forthight together,

during which time all Work ‘ceafed,
throughout the City, in' the Mines, and i
the Adjacent places, and all the People
“great and {mall, whether Spaniards. For-
reigners, Indians | or Blacks | minded
nothing elfe but to do fomething extra-
ordinary for the Solemnizing of this
Feftival. * It began with a Cavalcade,

made by the Corregidor, the Twenty

four Magifirates of the 'City, the ‘othér
Officers, ' the Principal “of ‘the Nobility

and Gentry, and the moft eminent Mer- -
chants of the City 5 all richly Cloth'd."
All the reft of the People, and particu-
larly the Ladies being at the Windows,*
and cafting down abundance of per--
fpm'd ‘Waters, and great quantities of

dry

™
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dry Sweet-meats. The following days
they -had {everal, Plays, fome of -which
they call Fuegos de Toros, others Fuegos
de Cannas, {everal forts of Mafquerades;
Comedies, Balls, with:Vocal and Infiru-
mental Mufick, and other Divertifements;
which were carry’d on one day by the
Gentlemen, another day by the Citizens;
one while by the Gold-{miths, another
while. by the Miners 5 {fome by the Peo-
ple of divers, Nations, others by the Jr-:
dians, and all. with great Magnificence,
and a prodigious Expence. The Re-
joycings of the Irdians deferve a par-
ticular remark, | for befides that they
were richly cloth’d, and after a different
manner, and that Comical enough 5 with
their Bows and ‘Arrows ; they in one-
Night and Morning, in the Chief Pub-
lick place of the City, prepard a Gar~
den in the form of a Labyrinth, the Plats:
of which were adorn'd with Fountains:
{pouting out Waters, farnifhed with allt
{orts of Trees and Flowers, full of
Birds, and all forts of Wild-beafts, 'as-
Lions, Tygers and other kinds ; in the
midft of which they expre(s'd their Joy
a Thonfand different ways, with extra-
ordinary =Ceremonies. The laft day
{ave one furpafsd all the reft, and thae
, was
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was a Race at the Ring, which ‘was per-
form’'d at the Charge of the City with
‘very furpizing Machines. ' Firft there
appeard a Ship Tow'd ‘along by Sava-
ges, of ‘the bulk ‘and burden of a roo
Tuns, ‘with her Gunsand Equipage of
Men cloth’d in ‘Curious Habit, her An-
chors, Ropes, and " Sails fwelling with
the Wind, which very luckily blew a-
long the Street through 'which  they
drew her to the great publick place,
where as {foon as fhe-arrivd, fhe {aluted
the’Company, by 'the: difcharge of all
her Canrion ; and at'the fame‘time a Spa-
nifh Lord, reprefenting an Emperor of
the Eaft, coming to ' Congratulate the
pirth of the Prince, came 'out of the
Veflel attended with Six Gentlemen, and’
a very fine Train of Servants that led -
their Horfes, which they mounted, and
{o went to falute the Prefident of Los
Charcas, and while they were making
their Compliment to him, - their Horfes
kneel'd down, and kept in that Pofture,
having been taught this Trick before.
They afterwards went to falute the Cor--
regidor, and the Judges of the Field,
from whom when they had receiv'd per-
miflion to run at thé Ring againft che
Defendants, they acquitted themfelves-
e JOISTAL % with-
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with great Gallantry, and receiy’d very,
fine prizes diftributed by the hands of
the Ladies, . The Race at the Ring be-
ing finifh’d, the Ship and a great many
other {mall: Barks that were brought
thither - advanc'd to ~attack 'a - great
Caftle wherein Cromwel the Proteftor,
who was then in War with the King of
Spain, was feign'd to be fhut up 5 and

after .a ;pretty long Combat of Fire=

works 5 -the fite took hold of the Ship,

the fmall. Barkes, and the Caftle -and

all was confum'd together. After this
a great many pieces of Gold and Silver
were diftributed and thrown among the
People in the Name of his Catholick

Majelty : And there were fome particu-

lar Perfons that had the prodigality to

throw away Two or Three Thoufand.

Crowns a Man among the Mob. . The
Day following thefe Rejoycings were
concluded by a Proceflion, made from
the'great Church to that of the Recol-
lecls, in which the Holy Sacrament was
carryd, attended with all the Clergy
and Laiety 5 and becaufe the way from
one of thefe Churches to the other had
been nnpav'd for the Celebration of the

other Rejoycings, they repair'd it for;
this Proceffion with Barrs of Silver,

% with
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with which' all the way was entirely
cover'd. " The Altar where the Hoft was
to be'Lodg'd in the Church of the Re- -
collects was' {o furnifh'd with Figures,
Veflels, and Plates of Gold and Silver
adorn’d with Pearles; Diamonds, and
other Precious Stones, that fcarce ever
could any thing be feen more Rich :
For the Citizens brought thither all the
rare{t Jewels they had. "The extraordi-
nary Charge of this whole time of Re-
joycing, was reckon’d & amount to a-
bove soc000 Crowns. ¥ _
Thefe Divertifements being ended, the
~ relt of the time that I continued at Potof,
was employ’d in compleating the Sale
of the Goods, the Inventories of which 1
had brought with me, and 1 oblig’d my
felf to caufe thefe Goods to be deliver'd
inqa certain time at Xwxwi, and to pay
all ‘the Charge of Carriage {o far. 1
took moft of my Payment in Silver,
namely in Patagons, Plate, Barrs, and
Pignas, which is Virgin-filver 5 and the
reft in Vigogne Wool, and when I had
quite finifh’d the bufinefs for which I
~ was fent to Postoffs 1 left the place to
return to Buenos Agres the fame way I
came. I loaded all my Bales upon Mules,
which is the ordinary ‘way of Carriage
\ ' to
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to. pafs.the Moutains which divide Pers
from Tueuman._ But when Iwas arrivid
at Xuxui, 1 thought meet to make ufe of
“Waggons, which - is much, more .Com-
modious, and thus I continu’d my Tra-
vels; and after a Journey of 4 Months
happily arrivid at the River of Lucans
which is 5 Leagues from Buenos Ayres s
where I met with Jgnatio Maleo, who
was got thither before me 3 he came thi-
ther by the River in a little Boat, which
we refolvid to make ufe of, to convey
moft of the Silver I had brought with
me, privately to ourShip 5 we thoughe
meet . to take this Courfe to avoid the
ri{que we mult have run of being Con-
fifcated, if we had brought our Veffel by
Buenos, Ayres, becaufe of the Prohibition
of the Exportation of Gold and Silver,
tho’ this order is not always very regu-
larly obferv'd, the Governour fometimes,
fuffering it to be carried out privately,
Conniving at it, for {ome prefent, . o
_ elfe not being very {trict in taking no-.
tce of it - | G R

‘I muft not omit here to tel] the rea-
fon why the Spaniards will not fuffer the
Silver of Pern,and of other Neighbouring
Provinces to beTran( ported by the River
ofla Plata, nor all forts of Veffels to 20

and
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and Trade there without Permiflion;
It is from this Confideration; that 'if
they fhould give way to a frée Trade
on that fide, where the Country is good
“‘and Plentiful, the Earth Fruitful, The
Air wholefome, and Carriage Commo-
dious; the Merchants that Trade in Pe-
ri, Chili, and Tucumar,' would foon
quit the way of the Gallions, and 'the
Ordinary Paffages through’ the North
and South-Seas, and through the Conti-
nent, which is difficult and Incommodi-
ous 5 and would take the way of Bue-
#os Agres : And this would infallibly
caufe moft of the Cities of the Conti-
nent to be deferted, where the Air is
bad, and the Neceffaries and Accomo-
dations of Life are not to be had in fuch

plenty. i !

When we had fecur'd our Silver by
the precaution we had usd, I came to
Buénos Ayres with the reft of our Goods;
where I was no fooner Arrivid, butour
return to Spaiz was refolv'd on. But
‘leaft any thing thould be found on board
us to give occafion for any Seizure, when
the Kings Officers {hould make their ufu-
al Vifit on our Veflel, before it went out
" of the Port ; we thought Convenient at
. firft to Embark only thofe Commoditges
~ U that
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that took. up the moft room, as Figogne
Wool, Leather of feveral forts; amongft
others 16000 Bulls-hides, with a great ma-

- ny other Bales and Chefts belonging to the

Paffengers that were to return with-us, and
about 30000, Crowns in Silver, which is
the largef{t Sum that is permitted to be carri-
ed away, to fupply all neceflary charges that
may occur in the Voyage, and to pay off
the Ship. . But :after this Vifit was made,
we madean end of Embarking the Silver
we had hidden, which with the reft of the
Lading might amount to about Three Mil-
lions of Livers, 3R '
We parted from Buenos dyres in the Month
of Masy 1659, .in company of a Dutch
Veflel, Commanded by Ifaac de Brac,which
was alfo richly Laden 3 he engag’'d us to
fteer our Courfe with him, becaufe his Ship

~leak’d 5 and this fault increafing in the fe-

quel of the Voyage, we were oblig’d to put
in at the Ifland of Fernande de Lorona,with-
1n 3 Degrees and a half of the Line on the
South-fide. . It prov'd well for us, as well
as for the Dutch, that we {top’'d here. For
having a mind for fear of the worft to take
i a new Provifion of Frefh-Water here,
we perceiv'd the greateft part of that we had

- taken n at Buenos Ayres was run out, and

of a Hundred Barrels, which we thought we

‘had remaining of our Store 5 we had but

S Thirty
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Thirty left. Thereforc tho' the Water we
found there'had ‘a very flat Tafte, and had
this ill ‘quality, that it prefently caft’ them
that'drank of it into«a Loofene(s, "we ‘were |
howév et neceffitated o Il our Barrels with

And an Accident unhappy enough
befell thofe of our Men that’ went to fetch
it from the Rock out of which ‘it {prang,
for having {tripp’d themfelves almoft naked,
to work the more commodioufly, the' heat
of the Sun fcorch’d %erii fo 'véhenently, thit
it made their Bodies'all over redsand after-
wards thofe parts tpon which the Sun dart-
‘ed its Rays with the'greateft violence were |
full of Buboes and Puftules,’ which ‘were |
Wery troublefome, ‘and made ‘em very un-
eafie for a Fortmghts Time.

I went afhore to {ee this Tland, which 1s
about a League and an half in compafs and
uninhabited.” One of our Pilots told me
that the ' Ditch pollefsd it, while they held
Fermanbiesin Brafi, and that they’ had a
fmall Fort there, fome f{mall remains ‘of

‘which were {till’ left that they fow’d Mil- 1
Tet ‘arid Beans there, of Which theyhad'a |
tolerable Crop, and ‘that they bred' ipa |
~great many Fowls, Goats and Hogs.” We |
“faw a'great number of Birds, of which fome
were 'good ‘to ‘eat ;3 we contini'd “there |
Four days, but when we faw the Dutch |
_could not Le fo foon in a condition to con-

‘tinte {
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tinue their Voyage, being oblig'd to put
their Cargo athore, and to lay their Veflel
upon one fide to refit; we fet fail, and af-
ter a Voyage fufficiently troublefome by
the Storms we fuffer’d, which fometimes
drove us towards the Coafls of Florida; and
{ometimes upon others,we at la{t difcover'd
the Coafts of  Spain. . Inftead of going to
Cadiz, being under apprehenfions of meet-
ing the Englifh whowere {till at War with
the Spaniards 5 we thought convenient to
make to St Audero, where we happily ar-
riy'd about the middle of dugui?. We were
ammediatly, inform’d that the Spanifh Galli-
ons. came;to Moor at the {fame Port in their
return from Mexico, for the fame reafon
that brought us thither, and that they fet
Sail but Two days before our Arrival. And
becaufe the Officers of the King of Spain,
that had been fent to'em were {till there,
we thought beft to treat with them, as well
to fave the Fine we had incurr’d, for not re-
turning to the place from whence we wege
fent out, ‘as that we might not be troubled
with a vifit from them. = And for 4000 Pa-
tagons, which we prefented ’em, we were
excus'd and exempted fromany fearch. We
therefore put our Silver and other Comme-
dities afhore there, partof which was after-
watds {ent.to Bilboa, and part to St. Sebafti-
-2, where 1n a little time they were fold
= o83 and
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‘and diftributed to feveral Merchants, who
‘Tranfported “em to divers placés'toput ‘em

off. . When we had finifhed the' Sale of all
ourCommodities,there was an exal account
ftated among thofe that were concern’d in

the Ship, both of their Charge and Profit of

this Voyage 5 about ' the detail of ‘which I
fhall not trouble my head. ‘T fhall only fay,
to give a fhort account of it in Grofs, that

‘the Charge confifted firlt in 29dooc Crowns
-employ’d in buying the GoodsWwith which
“our Veflel was Loaded at Cadiz, and in'pay -
“ing the Dues of Exportation” from Spaiz.

74000 Livers for  the Freight of ‘the Veffel

-for 19 Months, at the raté ‘of ‘3260 Livérs

per Month, 43000 Livers more for the pay
of 76 Seamen great and fmall for 'the ‘time,
at the rate of 1o Crowns per Month one

‘with another. 30000 Crowns fpent” ‘in

Victualling the Ship for that time, as well
for the Ships Crew as for the Paflengers,
there being a very good Provifion made, be-

“caufe in thofe long Voyages beyond the

Line the Sailersmuft have good Suftenance,

“and the Paflengers muft have a great many
- Sweet-meats, good Liquors, and other Coft-

ly things. More 2000 Crowns for the
Dues of Entry at Burenos Ayres, and in Pre-

“fents to the Officers of the Place 5 and roco
Crowns in Cuftom at our going from
thence 5 more in Expences, Impofts and

Charges

:
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Charges in carrying our Goods from Buenos
».Ayre.r toPorofi,. and from Poroff to Buenos
dyres, av the, rate of 20 Crowns for a Quin-
tal or 100 . weight s .mote 4000 Crowns to
procure an Exemption. from being {earch’d
and vifited at our return to Spaiz..  And in
fine fome other Expences, as well in.Cu-
ftoms .of .Entry, when we Landed our
Goods inSpein, as in fome other things not
fore-feen, -which did not amount to any
great Suins., Ahele were almoft all the
Principal. Articles, of the Charge, « which
being - dedutted and paid, the Profit .was
| found to amount to 250 per Cent. Compre-
_hending that which was got by the Hides,
which cameto 15 Livers a piece,that being
“the Ordinary Price, tho' they. coft but a
. Crown at the firft hand 3 and likewife what
~was got by the Paffengers, of whom we had
-above 50 on board us, as well in going as
coming, which was not inconfiderable 3 for
. _one Man who had nothing but his Chelt
paid 8oo Crowns, and the reft paid propor-
tionably for their Paffage and Diet.. . -
We were told at St. 4zdero, that the Dutch
_Veflels which we had {een at Buenos dyres
- were fafely arriv'd at Amfterdam, but that
. _.the Spani/h Embaflador being inform'd that
' _they came from the River de lz Plata, and
. -had brought.thence a prodigious Quantity
. 1of Silver and aother Commodities, as well
LN b S con
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o the account of fome Duich Merchants, as
for feveral Spaniards, who had ‘taken the
opportunity of the return of thefe Veffels to .
come back into, Enrope, and had remitted
their Money from dmfterdanm to Cadiz and

Sewil by Bills of Exchange, befides the

Datch Goods which they {ent thither, had

given advice of it to the Council for the Jn-

dies at Madrid, who judged this Money

and thefe Effects liable to Confifcation, be-
- caufe all Spawiards are  Prehibited from
Trading upon Forreign Veffels, and  from
Tran(porting Silver to any other place be-
fides Spaizn 5 and accordingly had feiz’d'and

confifcated the greateft part of ‘em, the reft-
being faved by the precautions fome of the

Merchants took , who were not fo much in

hafte as the others, The fame Embaflador

having remonftrated at the fame time, what

would Dbe the Confequence of Tolerating’
Strangers to continue to trade in the River

of Plata , without putting any reftraing

upon ‘em, the Council had fo much regard

to his advice, as to Equip a Veflel with all

{peed at St. Sebaftian, which they Loaded

with Arms and Mén, to fend to’ Buesios

Ayres with very ftrict orders,as well t0 {eize

the Perfon of'the Governor for having fuf-

fer'd thefe Dusch Veffels to come and Trade

i1 the Country, asto take ar exact account

of the Acquaintance and Intelligénce the

Dutch
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Diteh had gotten ‘there, as allo to reefra-
blifh things {o'well there, in fortifying the
Garrifons, and in Arming them better than

- » - : ¢

they had yet been in time paft, that for the
Future they might be in a condition to, re-
(it Forreigners, and to hinder their De-
{cent and' Communication in the Country.
Soon after our. Arrival, Ignatio Maleo the-
Captain’ of our Ship, receivid an . Order
from the Court of Spair to come to Mudrid,
to inform the  Council for the Indies of the
Condition in which "he found and Iefe
things ‘at. Bueros Ayres: He was defirous
that1 would accompany him thither, which
Tdid. 'Asfoon as wearriv'd at Madrid, he
gave in the Memoires, not only of all he
had obfervid in the River of Plate, but
alfo of the means that might be us'd to hin-
der Strangers from having the leaft thoughts
of Trading there, and that firlt by keeping
Two good Men, of War at the Mouth of
the River, to difpute and hinder the Paf~
fage of 'fuch Merchant Ships as fhould at-
‘tempt to go up to Brenos Agress in the
fecond place by fending every Year Two
Ships Loaded with all things the People of
thofe parts have occafion for. That being
this' way fufficiently fupply’d, they might

. have no thoughts of fayouring the defcent
and entrance of Strangers, when they {hould
come thither.  He moreover made a propo-
bt S 4 fal
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fal of changing the ufial Way of carrying
" Goods, which are fent to Peru; and brought
. them by the Way of the Gallions 3/ that it
- might be fettled on the River: of Plste, from
_.whence he affur'd ‘em, the Carriage of ‘em
..by Land to Pern, would ‘be more:conveni-
..ently perform’d, and at a cheaper Rate; as
well :as with lefs. Rifque, than any other
. Way. But of all thefe Propofals the Coun-
cil of Spain relifh'd only -that of fending
to. Buenos-Ayres Two. Veflels Jaden with
Commodities proper for the Conntry::And
_ Maleo having obtain'd 2 Grant; and a Com-
miflion for this Purpofe, upon the Affu-
rance of it, we return'd to Guipafrea, ' to
make Preparation for this Voyage, and-to
{et our Affairs in order 5 which wefo well
_ difpatch’d, that ina little time, we had a
Veflel ready to fet fail, which Maleo order'd
to be bought at Amfterdam, and to be
brought to the Port from whence we were
.to go, being partly laden with Duteh, and
with other Commodities, taken up at- Bay-
onne; St. Sebaftian, and Bilboa, bought in
grofs at a Venture, in.which Affair I was
employ’d, having undertaken it by Maleo’s
Commiflion. Ty it Tk i
During’ thefe Preparations, and while
. we waited for the Difpatch’ of the Grant,
that had ‘been promis'd him by the Council
of Spain, it happen’d that the Baron of V-

- tevills
o (’,.' [
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- tewilebeing An hafte to' go into Exngland,

i Quality of “Ambdffador from his Catho-
lick-Majefty 5 dnd having Orders to make

-aife of the firft-Ship that was ready to Sail,

took Maleo’s Veflel. 5 'which; “yet {erv'd on-
Iy to catry his Baggage, the King of Great

- Britain having fent him a Frigat at the fame

time; in which he crofs’d the Sea.  Durin

the Stay, “which Maleo was oblig’d to make
- in Exngland, he made new Provifion for his
Voyage'to the Tndies 5 and feeing his Grant
rwas ‘not'yet fent him, he thought it'expe-
dient to'take a2 Commiflion, from the Ba-

ron of Vatewille, as Captain-General 'of the

~Province of ‘Guipnfeoa, in my Name, and
that of Pafcoal’ Hiriarte, commanding his
- Ship to go in purfuit of the Portuguefe, on

the Coaft of Brezil ; that this might ferve
us for a Pretext, to go into the River of

+ Plata. "Being fortified with this Order ,

we embark'd, and having ftopp'd at Haore
de Grace to fet N---- athoar, who thought
good to return to Muadrid, to folicite a
Commiflion alfo from the Council of Spaix,
for the Two Veflels, with which we agreed,

.~ that they {hould come and joyn us at Bue-

nos-Ayres 5 we continued our Coutfe, and
after many crofs Winds, we artivid in the
River of Plata: As we enter'd into it,we

" met Two DutchVeflels that came from Bue-

#os Apres 5 the Captains of which inform’d
s ~ us,
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us, that ‘one of *em could by no méans ob-
tain leave to Trade there 5 but that the'o-'
ther Arriving there before ‘him, ‘in a° con-
juncture when the Government was oblig’d
to fend a very important Meffage in all hafte
to his Catholick Majefty, relating to his
Service, was {o happy, by the promife he
made of taking the Courrier, who was or-
derd for Spain on board him, as to find
means of difpofing of all his Goods, and
of bringing away a very Rich Cargo, in
which he fpake the very Truth sfor he had

the pridence before he came to the Port, to

take out his richeft Goods, and 'leave ‘em
in an Tland below, and only referv’d thofe
of the greatelt bulk to be exposd to the
View of the Officers, of which he had made
a falfe Envois at the price of the Country,
{eparate from the general one, and had

- thade the Value of his Cargo to amount to-

270000 Crowns. He agreed with the Go-
vernor to leave thefe Goods with him, pro-
vided he would give him for 'em 22000
Hides at a Crown apiece, 12000 pound of
Vigogne. Wool at 4 Livers 10, Sous per
Pound, ane 30000 Crowns iu Silver topay
the Charges of Equipping his Ship 5 which
was perform’d accordingly. Butunder the
pretence of his Bargain, and while the Lea-
ther was Loading in the Veffel, the Cap-
tain under-hand fold his Richeft Commo-

| dities,
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dities, and. for the Value of em which a-
mounted t0, 100006 Crowns, he gotat leaft
460000, Thus the Captain of the Ship 4
and the Governor both made a great: Ad- |
vantage ; but this Governor. whofe:Name
is Donz Alonza de Mereado and de Villacorta,
being a very difinterefted Man, and notat
all greedy of Money, declar'd that the Pro-
fit of this bufinefs was for the King his
Mafter, and gave him advice of it by this
Courrier, .. # I8 il ~

Being {eparated from thele Veffels, wé
came -to'an;Anchor: beforé Buenos Ayres
but for alkthe Inftances and Offerswe could:
make one - time after another to this Go-
vernor, we could never obtain his Permil-
fion to put our Goodsafhore, and to expofe
‘em to Sale ta the People of the Place 5 be-
caufe we had no Licence for it from Spain,
He only confented to let us go into the
City from time to time to procure Victuals
for our Men, and fuch other Neceffaries 15 -
we wanted. He treated us with this Rigour
for Eleven Months, after which there hap-
pend an Occafion which oblig’d him to
tfe us better, and to enter into a-fort ofan:
Accommodation with us. There was ano-
ther Sparifb Ship in the Port, the fame that
a_Year. before had brought Troops and':
Arms from Spain, toreinforce the Garifons
of Buenas: Ayres, and of Chili, of which T

have
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have fpoken aboves which contin’d here
all this time upon her own private bufinefs,
but the Captain that Commanded her could
not manage his Affairs with {o, much fecre<
cy, but it came to the Governor's Ear, that
he defign'd in prejudice of the Prohibition
that was made, to carry away a great
quantity of Silver, and indeed he feiz’d on
a Sum of 113000 Crowns that was jult rea-
dy to be carry’d of, of which, the Captain
could have no reftitution made 5 and fearing
a greater difapointment, namely. that he
{hould be feizd, hefet Sail to return into
Spair; without waiting for any Letters for
his Catholick Majefty, with which the Go-
uernor would have intrufted him, - together
with the Information he had receivid
of the Intelligence the Dutch had gotten
in the Country, which he had a mind
to fend into Spaziz with all {peed , as
well as fome Perfons whom he had feiz’d,
that were guilty of holding this Correfpon-
dence with the Dutch, among whom there
was a Captain, nam'd Alberto Fanfon ., a
Dutch-man. The flight of this Spanifh Vel~
{el therefore oblig’d the Governor: to alter
his carriage toward us, and to facilitate the
Return of our Veffel, which he thought
good to make ufe of, for want of another
toy carry his Letters and Prifoners into Spains
upon condition we would take upon_hus
- : ' this
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thits Charge, ‘he fufferd us after a tacite

mannet to do-our bufinefs, and to carry oft
4000 Hides 5 but we having great Acquain-

-tanice with' the ‘Merchants of the Place, ma-

nag’d our Affairs fo well, that under .the
Umbrage of this permiffion, ' we {old all

‘our Goods, ‘and brought away a Rich Car-

g0, in Silver, Hides, and other Commodi-

ties, after which ‘without loofing any time

we took our Courfe for Spain.
" At'our Arrival in the River of Cornnna

‘in Galliciz; Wwe receiv’d Advice by the Let-
‘ters which N—= fent us to the Ports tpon

all the'Coalts, that there was an Otder from
the King of 'Spain to {eize us at our return,
becaufe we hiad been at Buenos Ayres with-
out leave.”" Upon this we refolvid (after
we had fent the Letters and Prifoners, that

‘were committed to our Charge to the Go-

vernor of Corunna by the hand of the Ser-

-geant Major of Buenos Ayres, who came a-

bout the Affairs of that Country in ‘our
Veflel ) to pafs out of that River, and to
g0 6 Leagnes from thence into the Road
of Barias, where T found a {mall Veflel, in
which T'loaded the greateft part of what I
‘had'on my own account, and that of my
Friends. The Governor of Corunna re-
ceiving advice of it, difpatch'd a Hoy af-
ter me-to {top me, but Tus'd that precauti-

‘on"and diligence, that this Hoy could ne- |
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ver come up withme, {0 that Thappily ar-
rivid in France at the Port of Socey, where
T'by this means fav'd the fruit of my La-
bours’ and long Voyage.  The great Ship
which I left in the Road of Berizs had not
fo favourable aLot, and one may {ay, was
fhip-wrack'd at the very Port ; for having
left the Road of Bariss, to get fpeedily to
that of Santonge, to fecure all the Goods
fhe had on board, except 4000 Hides, of
which her Bill of Lading gave an account,
and having begun to put 600 Hides into a
Dutch Veffel that the met thete, the bad
Weather conftrain’d her to put in at the
Port from whence fhe firft went out, where
{he was Confifcated with all her Cargo for
the nfe of the King of Spaiz, under the pre-
tence before {poken of, that {he had not the

Permiffion of his Catholick Majelty for her

Voyage.
While thefe things were tranfadting, the
Sergeant Major of Buenos Ayres Arriv'd at

 Madrid, and the King of  Spain having

Caufed the Informarions he brought to be
examind, which principally inﬁ(%ed upon
the neceffity there was of fending new Re-
cruits of Men and Ammunition, “ to aug-
ment the Carifons of Bueros Ayres, and of
¢hilz, the better to fecure the Country a-
gainlt the Enterprizes of Strangers, and al-
{o from the attempt ofthe Savages of Chili,
i : 1im-
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immediately orderd Three Veffels to be
Equippd for. this purpofe, the Command
of which was given to N—. There was
good ftore of Ammunition Embark’d in
em, but for Recruits of Souldiers, there
were but 300 Men, of whom the greateft
part were{ent into Chili.  In the fame Vef-
{fel there were Lawyers {fent, to form a
Court of Common-Jaftice, which they call
an Audience, at Buezos Ayres, where there .
wete only {ome Officers for the Decifions of
Petty Matters before, the Greater Caufes be-
ing remitted to the Audience that is Efta-
blithed at Chaguifaca, - otherwile call'd Iz
Plata, in the’Proyince of  Los Charcas, 500
“Leagues from Buenos Ayres. A

When N— return'd from this Voyage,
he came to Oyarfor. in the Province of Gui-
pufcoa his Native Country, from whence
he fent me an account of himfelf, and we
agreed to have a fecret Enteryiew upon the
Frontiers ; accordingly we met, and gave
one another an account of the Affairs in
which we were both concern’d 5 and by
this account we found there were about
60000 Livers due from him to me, which
he has not yet paid.
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