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PREFACE.

: HE Succefs that has every
where attended the Eforts of
| the Brizifh Arms, during the Courfe
of this juft and neceflary War, will
render this Period of our Hiftory re-
plendent, even to lateft Ages. It
! feems, therefore, requifite to give the
moit accurate and diftin@® Accounts
that can be obtained of thefe Suc-
cefles in the remoter Parts of the
Globe, that the Nature and Confe- |
quences of them may be the better ;

under-
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underftood here.  The People of
Britain are as well entitled to know, }
and will with equal Pleafure read,
what has been effected for their Ser- |
vice at Bengal, as at Goree; and ac- |

cept as kindly the Laurels brought
them from Afia, as thofe that come
from Afric or America.

In this we follow only the Cuftom
of other Nations. The Portuguefe and
the Duzch have not only general
Hiftories of their Atchievements 10
the Indies, and feparate Accounts of
their refpetive Settlements, but nu-
merous Memoirs of particular Expe-
ditions, in which they have been
exceeded by the French. We {hould

therefore be wanting to ourlelves, i
25

having performed as great Things
they, and having as authentic Vouch-

crs, we fhould willfully fuffer the

Memory
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Memory of them to be loft, and the
Merits of our deferving Countrymen
fwallowed up in Oblivion.

The following Pages will (hew,
how one of our fineft Settlements 1n
the Eaff Indies was fuddenly facked
and fubverted by the Impetuofity of
a young Man, intoxicated with So-
vereign Power ; in what Manner 1t
was recovered and reftored ; the
Peril to which it was again expofed
from the fame Perfon ; and the Means
by which it was not only refcued
from a Second Deftruétion, but the
Caufes of thefe Calamities removed ;
the Britifh Intereft placed on a more
fold Bafis than ever; with additional
Advantages that were never hoped ;
{o that Stability may be truly faid to
have been extra@ed from inteftine
Troubles, and Public Miferies ren-

dered

e
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dered the Source of Public Safety and
| Public Benefits.

But as thefe Wonders could never

| have been performed but by the Af
{iftance of his Majefty’s Fleets and

e —————

Forces, and as this was derived from
| the conftant and laudable Concem
of the Adminiftration, for the Fate |
of
it is but a juft Tribute of Gratitude §
to fhew how Meafures {o wifely taken,

Briti/b Subjeéts wherever difpofed, |

1 {1 gnal Events.

proved fo fuccefsful in the Event,
that Pofterity may profit by the Ex-
ample, and our Trade ever meel
with the like Support, under Officers
(1f thcy are to be found) of equal
Abilities,

Laftly, it will appear how far the
i Nation has reaped the Fruits of thele

The Settlement &
Cal-
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Calcutta being not only effeGtually
reftored, but, as far as the Nature of L

! Things will admit, its future Safety
as effeGually fecured, the Honour
t  of the Britify Name repaired, and
b the Terror of her Arms diffufed
throughout the Esff. The Fortunes
of Britifb Subje@s, ruined in the firft
Calamity, unprovided for in the firft
Treaty, entirely recovered by the
Second 5 many of which being now
brought over, are actually vefted in the
Funds or Lands of Great-Britain,

1 i
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OF THE

REvorLutioNm BENGAL.

HE late Revolution in Bengal is fo
extraordinary in its Nature, of f{uch
immediate Confequence to the Eag/f?
India Company, and may pfﬂii)ig.’ be of fuch
Importance to the Nation, that a fhort and
peripicuous Relation of this memorable Tranf-

-

. ‘ 2y ) T T 1 e &
aCtion cannot but, be acceptable to the Public.

Such a Relation will oive a diftinét

T o ¢+ o BB ¢ 1- X7 1.1 'Y saii )
hm”’ y as towhich the World has hitherto had

1 I ~ ™
but confufe 1-<O[1(?",f,' (:11i;,>oic all Events re-

llltll]f" thCI'CtO In ‘}U\wt m\)},bl E’l;;c;::;, t) ulclt

h»ll Motiv es and C f)'m\,uc. NCes may be clear-

ly underftood ; and {fupply thofe Chafms, that

difturb the \)1(1@1 and deftre Oy the Conneétion

S \

between the N \arratives which have been writ-

1)
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St

ten occafionally of particular Points of Fad,
Befides, it will explain the Conduct of thofe
who have been chiefly inftrumental in bring.
ing fuch an hazardous, as well as arduous
Attempt as this to a happy Conclufion ; will
fhew why it was thought neceflary, and on
what Account 1t was originally undertaken;
the many, and fome of them formidable, Ob-
ftacles that were in the Way; and how thele
were either gradually removed, or gloriouy
overcome. Ina Word, when thoroughly and
circumftantially explained, it will open &
fingular and furprizing a Scene to the View of
thc inquifitive and judicious Reader, as per-
haps he will find in any Hiftory refpecting out
own Times, which, let me have Leave to 2y,
are.thofe that concern us moit.

But previous to the Narrative, it will be
expedient to give a concife Account of the
Inhabitants, and the State of the Goveid:
ment in that Country, where this furprizing
Political Cataftrophe fell out; and without

being well acquainted with which, thefe fuc-

cin¢t Memoirs would not only be lefs intelli-

giblé, but, which is yet worfe, would become
Nature

miO \L;y h' !(. Lo L )C “]I Hﬂd(‘rﬂO d rI h‘*
of

-
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#he Revolution 7 BENGAL., =
of Things depends on their Properties, alike
difcernable by all who will examine them
with equal Care, and with the fame Degree of
Attention. But the Nature of Faéts is deter-
mined by the Circumftances that attend them;
and if thefe be not fairly and fully reprefent-
ed, they muft be falfely, or at leaft imperfect-
ly apprehended. In Cafes relative to the
Alteration of States, a bare Recital of Events
eftablithes only what Alteration they pro-
duced, and does not at all inform us to what
the Change was owing ; gives us no Grounds
to conclude, as to the Advantages or Difad-
vantages flowing from fuch a Mutation, and
does not furnifh us with the Means of fram-
Ing any, probable Conjecture as to the Stability
or Inftability of the New Government.

The two great Nations, inhabiting this Par¢

of the Indies, differ widely from each other in

their Complexions, Lan guage, Manners, Dif=
pofition, and Rel; gion. The Moguls (Moghuls )

Who are commonly called Moors or Moormen,

are a robuft, ftately, and, in refpe& to the
original Natives, a fair People. They fpeak

what the Englifh in Indic commonly call the
Moors Tongue, which isin truth the Perfian,

AN

B a. OF
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or at leaft a Dialett of the Perfian. They

are naturally vain, affe¢t Shew and Pomp in
every thing, are much addiéted to Luxury,
fierce, oppreflive, and, for the moft part, vc;'y
rapacious. In refpeCt to Religion, they are
Mobammedans ; the common Sort of the Seft
of Omar (in wi mh they agree with the Turks),
but thofe of Su pcuox I\anL are moft yof the
Sec of A/i (which is followed by the P erfians),
and fome affect to be very devout. Thcie
have the Dominion, and are poﬁcﬁcd of all
the Offices of Truft and Power, in virtue of
their Defcent from the Moguls, whofe Empire
was eftablithed by Z7mir, commonly called
Tamerlane in this Country ; but they are now
a very mixed People, compofed of Tartars,
Arabs, and Perfians ; more efpecially of the
laft mentioned Nation ; who for various Rex-
fons have quitted - their own Country, but
chiefly for the Sake of that Favour and Pre-
ferment, which for many Ages thf‘y have met
with at the Court of (]7(’/) 1) De 1y The
Gentoows, or Native Indians, are of a hutth}
u,u, as their proper AppP ation Hl"
s: lefs warlike but more active 3¢

They ar¢
l :
Xi

A

AR
AA.

03

\
i:n;u’u ious than the Moors.

~ %y }
mild, fubtle, frugal Race of Men, exceetit
{uper

S —
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/s .
:

fupmﬁmous fubmiffive in appearance, but

naturally jealous, ﬁnp:a.'str, and perfidious ;
. X By L Spe e e pieve

which 1s prmcmzu'v owing to that abject Sla-

A
4

very they are kept in by UL Moors ; and their

o~

. VR RN
Vices are fuch as innate Cunning, of which

~

.

they have a grea deal, fuggefts to counteract

i e

thofe of their Mafters. They are divided into
{feveral Cafts or Tribes, of which the moft

noble is that of the Bram:us, and there are alfo
everal Cafts of thefe. Their 1*‘-c'11g1<)n is Pa-

gantfm, grofs and abfurd among the Vulgar,

but not fo amongft the wifer and better Sort.
Thefe Charatters are not drawn through any
Spirit of Prejudice or Partiality, but from Ex-
perience and Obfervation ; and the Faults of
both do not {o much arife from any Want of
Parts, or Defe in their natural Talents, as
from their refpective Conditions, and the bar-
barous Severity and perpetual Inftability of

their Governments.

The Mogul, or, as we commonly call him,
the Grear Mogul, 1s, according to the Con-
ftitution of Indoflan, 1t Lp.i:o:ithl can with
any Pmpriety be ftiled a Conflitution, as ab-

¥
] 14 1 P
0lute as a Monarch can be. He is the {ole

>,

P ~ . ™
Poffeflor of Property, the fingle Fountain o

-

B3 Honour,

i

e
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Honour, and the {upreme Oracle of Juftice,
The whole Country belongs to him; gl
Honours are Perfonal, -are beftowed by his
Bounty, - and refumed at his Pleafure; hjs
Subjects having no other Laws than the Dic.
tates of his Will. The Omrahs, or Great
Lords of his Court, who difcharge the high
Offices 1n his Houthold, cm'r*‘?‘
of Minifters of State, or hold fuperior Com-
mands in his Armies, are all Creatures of his
own, and {o are the Governors of Pro-
vinces, ftiled in the Language of the Country
Nabobs, who have again lefler Governments,
called Phoufdartes.
Thus things actually ftood under the long
Reign of/la,:rmuc e, and under the fhort one
of be Son ; but fince the Days of his unfortu-
nate Grandfon, Mbbammed Shab, who Was
and reftored by Thamas Kouls
the Moguls are no more than Shadows
and their Prerogatives
become rather Sounds than Subftance. Thofe
Emirs or Nabobs, who govern great Provin-
are fhled Subahs,
{fame as Lord-Licutenants e-Roys:
Thefe Vice-Roys have ever held their Pro-
vinces of the Mogul, by rendering him 3

y carjy

the Functions

to which they appoint,

dethroned,
Kban,

of what they were

>

ces, which imports the

or Vice




the Rewolution i BENGAL. "
yearly Tribute, and furnifhing their Contin-
gent of Troops, when demanded for his Ser-
vice; each of them exalling the like Services
from their fubordinate Governments; in both
the Nabobs and Phoufdars were {upreme, and
executed a kind of Sovereign Authority, {ub-
ject only to thofe from whom it was delegated,
and by whom it might be again taken away
when they thought fit. But now they affe&t a
kind of Independence, fend their Tribute to
Court when they efteem it convenient, and
that is but feldom: and devolve their Em-
ployments on their Heirs, who having imme-
diate Poffeflion of the Means, find no great
Difficulty in getting themfelves confirmed, by
making proper Prefents at Delly. If the Mo-
gul attempts to depofe any of them, the
Perfon to whom he oives the Commifiion
muft raife an / rmy, and force a Paffage to
the Government beftowed upon him with his
Sword. The fame thing happens with re-
gard to the Phoufdars, removed by the Su-
ba’s; and hence the Confufions that enfue,
whenever the Pretenders to the fame Poft
(Who are alfo fometimes {upported, as their
Intereft leads them, by the different trading
Nations upon the Coaft) to gratify their Ambi-
R

D 4 tion,
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tion, create implacable, ruinous, and endlefy
civil Wars.

As to the Gentoows, though Multitudes of
them live in the Cities and Provinces ooVerns

ed by the Officers of the Mogul, yet in the

mountainous Countries, and in fome others,
there are many who ftill maintain their Free.
dom, or rather are Slaves to Princes of their
own, ftiled Rajahs, amongft whom the M-
hah Rajah, or King of the Marattes, is the
moft powerful. -His Subjecs inhabit the
Mountains to the South-Eaft of Goa, and he
1as fometimes brought Armies of one Hun-
dred, and fometimes of two Hundred Thous
fand Men into the Field, compofed motly of
Horfe ‘hefe,, as well as the Troops of the
Jefler I’\njahsf, of whom there are many, ae
employed chiefly in predatory ]ixnumonb,
very rapid +Incurfions, and no

& TI'J L)} IYAu‘xuls

lefs rapid Retreats, do a great deal of Mifchief

in a very little time. This has induced fome

of the wifeft amongft the Mogul Governom
to confent to the Payment of at annual
Tribute, ftiled the Chout, amounting 0 4
fourth Part of the Revenue of the Province

. ™ - ro ANT . ~ .]’ -
to prevent thefe Inroads. 'The Nabobs like
wie

e — " ———
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wife frequently entertain the Troops of thefe
Rajahs 1n Pay, in order, to increafe the Strength
of their own Armies. From this concife Ac-
count of Things, it will {ufficiently appear,
that the Power of the Mogul is rather nomi-
nal than real ; that a kind of Anarchy reigns
through the Country ; and that where there
| is any Thing that refembles ever fo imper-

fedly a Form of Government, it has Force \

PR

for its Bafis, is fupported by Fraud, and that
in Faé& there is hardly any {uch thing as legal
Authority fubfifting in any Part of the Em-
pire; fo that to meafure the Rectitude of
Men’s Aétions in fuch a Country as this, and in
relation to fuch Governors as thefe, by the

vl L

fame Rules that take Place under regular
Eftablithments, where Laws are {ettled and
known, and where Juftice is duly adminiftred,
5 not at all founded either in Reafon or |

i
Equh} .

The Englith eftablithed their Prefidency at

Calcutta, towards the Clofe of the laft Cen-

tury, in virtue of a Phirmaund  (Firmén)

from the famous Aurengzebe, who much ex-

| tended the Bounds.of the Empire on this Side.
f His Firm4n was confirmed, and the Privileges ;

e
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of the Eafi India Company much augmenteg
by his great Grandfon Mobammed Furrulssy
It is therefore indubitable, that having thef;
Conceflions made to them in the moft ample
and honourable Manner, and when the M)
gul Empire was in its moft ﬁourifhing Con-
dition, the Engly/h Nation had as firm and
folid a Right to their Poffeflions and Immu
nities as that Conftitution could give. They
were not therefore certainly to be difturbed
or controuled by the Governor of the Pro-
vince, while they behaved themfelves peace-
ably and properly towards him.

The Company and the Servants of the
Company had ftri¢tly obferved the Terms up-
on which they were beftowed, and were {0
modeft; or rather {o cautious, as to keep much
within the Bounds of thofe Conceflions, and
chofe rather to wave fome of their Rights than
run the Hazard, under {o unfettled a Govern-
ment, of affording any Colour of Complaint.
The {fame Spirit prevailed ; the fame Care was
taken in all the Fa&ories {ubordinate to this
Prefidency. When Injuries were done them,
they applied to the Suba’s for Relief; when
the Officers of thofe Vice-Roys, either with
or
4.

"‘
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or without their Knowlege, ventured upon
Exa&ions, they proceeded by Remonftrance.
1f this had its Effect, they thought them{elves
happy ; if not, they bore it with Patience, of
which many Inftances might be given. They
knew very well that Trade was their Bufinefs,
and that Difputes with the Country Govern-
ment muft be detrimental to their Interefts ;
and therefore ftudied to avoid them. That
this was really the Cafe, that they had no ambi-
tious Views, that they had not the {fmalleft In-
tention to perplex or to interfere with the late
Suba, appears to Demonfiration, from his not
attempting to fix any {uch thing upon them ;
and fill more fo, from the Conditionin which

he found them.

The old Suba of the three Provinces of
Bengal, Bohar, and Orixa, who had advan-
ced himfelf, and feized that Dignity in the
ulual Way, by a fortunate Audacity, fticking
at nothing to gratify his Thirft for Power,
Aliverdy Cawn, died mucl; advanced 1n Y ears,
April the gth, 176, and was {ucceeded by
his adopted Son Suraja Dowlat (Sur Rajab al
Dowlat ) who began his Adminiftration with
As of Violence, and Breach of Faith to fome
of

e
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of his own Family ; and by that time k e hd
been a Month in Pofleffion of the h righ Office

he aflumed, manifefted his Avcxﬁon to the

Englifh.

On what his Refentment to the Britif
Nation was founded, he was himfelf at a Lofs
to fay; and the trivial, inconfiftent, and i
various refpects ill-grounded Pretences, he
afterwards fuggefted, as the Motives to hi
Condu&, evidently thew they were contrived
rather to hide, than to declare the Intentions
from which he rea ily alted. It has beenaf
icrtco, and Very pl'()b'l n‘y not without fuffi-
ient Foundation, that fome who knew hi
violent and rapacious Dif {pofition, made their
Court to him, by reprefenting, that the Euro-
feans fettled in the Provinces he poffeffed
vere mnncn(uy rich ; that he might well ex-
pect confiderable bums from th\,m to merit his
Favour and Protetion upon his Acceflion fo
the Government ; that he had a Force much
more than was adequate to the crufhing them
abfolutely, if he fo pleafed ; that by compell-
ing them; under Colour of their coming 4
Merchants only into Indoftan, to defift from
raifing any new Fortifications, he would have
them

———
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he thould, to prevent | their making
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them always at his Mercy; and that in order
¢o fucceed effectually, and with little Trouble,

100 1t 2 com-

- »
niry

—on Caufe, break only with one Nation at
a time ; and | firft with the 17;3;".%"‘/',""" who could
pay him beft, and whofe Sub: niffion would

prove an effe@ual Precedent to the Fres neh and

Dutch. It is not unlikely, that the Authors

of this Advice might alio undertake to nego-
tiate a Compromife at a proper Juncture.
This, however, is-certain ; that, before e he pro-
ceeded to Hoftilities, he had determined to
reduce Calcutta, and had taken all his Mea-
fures for that Purpofe, and difpofed his In-
ftruments properly with that View.

Caffimbuzar being fituated, as it were, at
his Door, was of courfe the firft attacked.
He caufed the Place to be invefted on th
Twenty-fecond of May, by a numerous Body
of Troops, and then invited Mr. Watts, who
was Chief of the Fa&ory, to a Conference,
upon a Safe-Conduct. = As the Place (in the
Opinion of the beft Judges)
and if it had been defenfible
Garrifon ; as in point of
ufual Cuftom 10; the Chief

Tllfj
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compliment every new Suba on his affumfng
that Office, and Mr. Watts had all imaginab}e
Reafon to hope a good Reception, he accepted
that Invitation, and went to the Suba’s Camp,
where, contrary to his Faith, and in Breach of

—— A ——

- - - s

thofe Engagements which are in that Country
held facred, he feized and detained him,
by purfuing the fame Condué, and intermix-
ing Fraud and Force again{t thofe who had
not the Means, and perhaps were doubtful
whether they had any Authority to refift, he
poflefled himfelf of Cafimbuzar, on the fourth
of Jfune, and then made no farther Secret of
his Defign to deprive the Englifh of all their
Settlements, to which, according to the Con-
ftitution of the Mogul Empire, they had a
much better Right than he had to his Domis
nions. Thus the Troubles of Bengal were bes
gun by him in whofe Ruin they ended.

This Step taken, his next Enterprize was
dire@tly againft Calcutta ; to reduce which,
the Suba marched with an Army of Seventy
thoufand Men, and, when he became Mafter
of it, aCted with a Degree of infolent Cruelty,
of which the World is too well apprized al-
ready, to need any Detail of it here. Letit

{uffice

————
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fuffice then to fay, that the Suba wreaked his
Malice, for Vengeance it could not be ftiled,
upon 2 Multitude of innocent People, who
had never given him the {malleft Offence.
Having deftroyed the Place, recalled, and then
again difperfed the Inhabitants, and with the
tme lawlefs Violence extorted large Sums
fom the Frenchand Dutch Fatories, that he
might feem to manifeft a general Diftafte to
Europeans, he returned to Muxadavad in

Trium ph.

He had full five Months from this Period
to recolleét himfelf, and to confider the Effects
of thefe bold and arbitrary Proceedings, and
in which he might have concerted either the
Means of reftoring the Peace of the Province,
orof fortifying his own Strength in fuch a man-
ner as to be able to make Head againit all his
Enemies ; for he began to find, that befides
thofe this wanton Exercife of his Power had
excited, he had feveral amongft fuch as had
been fubje& to the Authority, and even fin-
cerely attached to the Perfon of his Predecel-
for. But his extreme Haughtinefs, and his
perpetual Sufpicions, joined to the pnatural
Mutability of his Temper, and Want of Ex-
perience,

-~ i ci—
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perience, being a very young Man, rendereq
him equally incapable of correcting paft B
rors, or of digefting any well-conne&ed Plan,
and fupportin g 1t with that Firmnefs, withopt
which Succefsis not to be expected. Sometimes
obftinate, moft! y irrefolute, he forfeited equally
the Efteem of Foreigners and N eighbours; and
by an unaccountable Compound of Ficklenefs
and Severity, loft the Confidence of all, and
excited the Secret Hatred of moft of thof
who were about him.

On the Fifth of December Admiral Woatfom
anchored with his Squadron in BallaforeRoad,
to which Place Mr, Wutts and M., Becler,
both Gentlemen of the Council, were fent to
congratulate his Arrival, and to acquaint hin
with the Situation of their Affairs s Mr. Watts
having been releafed by the Nabob in Fu:
Ten Days after the Squadron arrived: at Fula,
where, without Lofs of Time, Meafures were
concerted for retrieving the Honour of the
Englifb Nation, and reftoring the Affairs of
the Company. The Force was not great, but
it Was directed by Men of determined Cot-
rage, and of diftinguithed Capacities. Admi-

ral Watfon, and the Commander in Chief }Of
the
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the
the Land Forces, Colonel Clve, who, after
pufomhw Wonders in other Parts of the
Indiés, came to perform full greater Wonders
here, and brOLIO'}]t with him a Reputation
that abundantly fupplied the Want of Num-
bers. On the Twenty-eighth, the Fleet pro-
ceeded up the River.  On the Twenty-ninth,
Colonel C/sve landed; and the x
vith the Affiftance of the Su;' iron, made
himfelf Malter of the Fort of Bufbudgia;

ry next I)a\'

which, though a Place of great Strength, 1f it
had been well defended, was taken with

tle Lofs, and proved the happy Omen of all
the mighty Things which afterwards followed.

, {fome of his
Majefty’s Shi iips cannonaded the Batteries,
which had been conftru&ed by the Enemy
for the Defence of Caleutta, whcrc they had

a confiderable Force; and this with fuch

On New-Year’s-Day, 1757

Succefs, that when the Troops debarked, they
werc abaridoned. On the Second, the Eng-
Zlifh re-poffefied themfelves of their demolifh-
ed Settlement; finding in the Fort, as they
?md done on the Batteries, a numerous Artil-
p;.r}’ left behind, by thofe, who had not either

)

okill or (-.umugc to ufe them. After this Suc-

AAAAA
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cefs, 1t was refolved to Drocced up the River
ous Lown, full of

and in that, g
well as other refpects, a I ace of Confe-

o Huchlev. a verv pop

t\) .1,1/-‘,;/../.’1_ Yy ©“ very },\ ‘t
o =

3

-

\‘,' ,'-" - '\1\ 11’;3.‘\ P ’\-1 T\t NIy, <
v arcioules anc vidy d

quence ; and fo much the fafer from oy

NS

-

Naval Force, as 1t could not be reached by

large Ships. On the Fifth, Captain Smithin

\pt
£ !
the ]3/';}./‘7:31:‘r;ufzfs';‘, and the Sloop of War, an.
ch, and fLLJ warmly upon
the Town ; az:d b ing feconded b] all the
1
I

armed Boats in the i‘l-:c":, 1t was very foon re-

1

duced. The better to diftrefs tno Enemy,
the more to alarm the 7’10»’11)0:, and to work

, Fear; Or-

upon the Suba’s (*oxumrg Pafiio

dc's were given, tmn 1 with much Relui-
ance, for burning the mcufcs, and for de-
f‘

-

troyl P{b }-ili‘tic‘t Lul v, all the I‘»/"Iagazines on
which Orders were

-

-3
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~ ‘-1', ~ ’ iy s
both Sides of the River;

very punctually executed, and thereby fpccdlly

J'“ ( dLlLLJ thv a.h,{” \,L{ LJU.L\}:&.

Both Vice-Admiral #affon and Colonel

Clive had written, towards the Clofe of the

ding Year, in as civil and polite Terms

to the Suba, as the Circumftances of Things

llow, with a View to bring about @

¥
i & w._‘1~‘- 1\ 4 '),.'.. - sar y - /
I'reaty. But that Prince, who had an Army

about
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about him, and whofe Refentments ran as
high as ever, was either not inclined, or did
not care to thew dan -Inclipation; to come
to any Terms. It was this, that made the
Expedition to Hughley requifite ; and up-
on the Lofs of that, and the Supplies he
had there, his Confidence immediately a-
bated, and he condefcended to anfwer the
Letters; affirming that he had already Writ-
ten, but that he had Reafon to believe, thofe
Letters had not been delivered. Yet even
now; when he found it was neceflary to offer
a Negotiation; and to exprefs a Willingnefs to
reinflate the Company in their Fatories; he
added, as if requifite to fupport his Chara&er,
that if the Engli/b thought they could reap
greater Benefits by purfuing the War; they
might ftill proceed in their military Opera-
tions ; as if; by this Appearance of Indifference,
he could conceal the Terror he was under,
from what had already happened. To fup-
port this Air of Intrepidity, he made, at the
fame Time, a Motion with his Army towards

-~

JN I

]P\ ~ ‘;"\

Colonel Clive h: aving communicated thefe
-)\‘\ { ~ -

Propofals to the Sele Committe e, entrufted

C 2 with
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/‘

with the \hn“:rc"kn of the Affairs of the Fac
tory, they fent Meflieurs 77a/fb and Scrafton,

as Deputies, to the Camp of the Suba, who,

o

b

¢ither deceived by this into an Opinion that
he was ftill formidable to the Engli/h, or de-
firous of impofing upon the Deputies, behaved
towards them with {fuch a Mixture of Haugh-
tinefs and Contempt, as gave lltt e Hopes of
their making any great Progrefs in their Buft-
nefs; and tncw.v(;-zc, after fome Delay, the
Vice-Admiral and the Colonel were obliged

o refume their former Meafures, and to think
of making a frefh Impreflion on the Subs,
that might convince him, he had as much {0
dread from the Land-Forces as the Fleet. In
order to this, it was concerted; that a De-
tachment of Seamen, commanded by Captan
Warwick, fhould land and join the Ay,
and that Colonel Clive thould then force the
Nabob’s Camp. The Captain accordingly de-
barked, upon the Fifth of February, about
One in the Morning : At Two they came Up
with the Forces, which were under Arms
By Three, every Thing was in Order, and

hw began to move tow‘ud the Enemy; the

Sailors &Ltc,ndmf-r the T'rain, which conﬁﬁcd

of Six Field Pieces, and one Haubitzer. About
Five,




the Rewvolution in BEN GA L. 21
Five, the A&ion began, and the Artillery
playing on the Right and Left, Colonel Clive
marched his Troops directly through the
Camp of the Suba; though he had between
Forty and Fifty thoufand Men, and obliged
him, with great Lofs, to diflodge, and even
to abandon fome of the Pofts that he took
after his Retreat; and this, with very little
Detriment to his very {fmall Army, not above
Forty Men being killed, and not {fo many as
Seventy wounded. This brifk Attack, fe-
conded by a Letter from Vice-Admiral #az-
Jon, intinmting, that this was a Specimen
only of what the Brzfz/h Arms, when pro-
voked, could perform, an{wered the Intention
perfeitly. The Suba immediately defired to
renew the Negotiation, which went on with
fuch Alacrity, that it was concluded and
figned upon the Ninth, by which an end was
put to a War, that had fubfifted about Nine
Months. This Treaty was conceiyed in the
following Terms.

I. Whatever Rights and Privileges the King
has granted the ? Engli/b Company, in their
lnrmaund and the Hufhulhoorums {ent

C 3 from

. P
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from Delly, fhall not be difputed, or taken
from them; and the Immunities thereip
mentioned, be acknowledged and ftand good.
Whatever Villages are given the Company by
the Phirmaund, fhall likewife be granted,
notwithftanding they have been denied by
former Subahs. The Zemindars of thofe Vil
lages not to be hurt or difplaced, without
Caufe.

Signed by the Nabob, in his own Hand.

I agree to the Terms of the Phirmaund.

iI. All Goods paffing and repaffing through
the Country, by Land or Water, with Eng-
//b Dufticks, fhall be exempt from any Tax,
Fee, or Impofition whatever.

L agree to this,

III. All the Comp“n} S ffl{tOuC\ {eized
by the Nabob, fhall be returned. Il Mo-
nies, Goods, and Effe&ts, bclonging to the
Company, their Servants and Tenants, and
which have been feized and taken by the
Nabob;
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Nabob, fhall be reftored ; what has been
plundered a ind pillaged by his People, made
good by the Payment o {uch a Sum of Mo-

of
ney, as his Juftice fhall think reafonable.

7 7 / 2 g

T agree to reflore whatever bas been ferzed
o :

7 fod £y

7 my qzzza """ Y

IV. That we have Permiffion to fortify
Caleutta, in fuach Manner as we may think

proper, without Interruption.
I confent to this.

V. That we {hall have Liberty to coin
iccas, both of Gold and Silver, of qu"l
Welght and Finenefs with thofc of Muxada-

vad, which fhall pafs in the Provinces

Y ¢ R SRR N AT S~ Pl S O
I con /fL’/:: fo the Enclith C //} 1Y S COLLig
o b -" <O

¥ g FES et sl e : I. ) N T S | ey
their own Imports of Bullion and uﬁzc:! Into

SICCas.

VI. That a Treaty fhall be ratified, by

o

SmninfT and Sedline. and {we

! } ’
0?2 "'L‘-

by the Articles therein contai l; not only

(/‘ x"l.
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by the INabob, but his pringipal Officers and
Minifters. '

I bave [ealed and figned the Artichs, §
before the Prefence of God.

VII. That Admiral #affon and Colapel
Clive, on the Part and Behalf of the Englfh
Nation, and of the Company, do "agree to
live in a good Underftanding with the Nabob,

to put an End to thefe Troubles, and to be |
in Friendfhip with him, while thefe Articles
are performed and obferved by the Nabob.

T have fealed and figned the foregung
Articles, upon thefe Tz’mzr that if-the Go-
vernor and Council will fign and feal them,
awith the Company's Seal, and will fwear ¥

the Performance on their. Part, I then cons

4 .
/L/ZL /Z”(Z (7(/(,L Z‘O Z‘/‘./'C’,’;’i. {

In this Treaty, the ,x“;h*“nt Reader will |

fee, there were Three great Points minuentlv

('\1\?' ll].\1 t() :‘.r wW t}lb Ill LILA\/L aI]d Opplc

- & ,\,
fion of the Suba, 1n his Aftack upon the

1

’ n///l\ \k Ltlb‘lﬂ(’t\t\' C»('.'Crl L’:):>'1 RLI (,(,llon Id

J
his own Opinion, tho’ far from being as COF'7
uﬁxﬁ
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dufive in refpe@ to the Remedies and In-
Jemnifications, that, i confequence of {o full
a Declaration, were to be procurcd. The Firft
regarded the Pofleflions, Immunities, and
Privileges, conceded to the Eaff India Com-
pany, by the Royal Phirmaund, which Surasa
Dowlat acknowleged to have violated, pro-
mifed Reftitution, and undertook, in the
moft folemn Manner, not to invade them
again. But as this was conceived only in
general Terms, thefe Rights, and the Limits
of their refpe@ive Poffeflions, required a
thorough Difcuffion. The next was, as to
the Fortifications of Calcutta; the Legality
and Expediency of which he now admitted in
their utmoft Extent, as being plainly necef-
fary to the Security of the Place, the Brz/b
Inhabitants, and even of the Mpgul’s Sub-
jects, living under its Protection ; and to this
was added, the Coinage of their own Im-
ports, in Gold and Silver, to which they had
always a Right, though it had not been ex-
ercifed. The laft was, the full and imme-
diate Compenfation, which he ftipulated, for
all the Damages the Company, and thofe
dependent upon it, had fuftained ; but which
he contrated only to make, fo far as the
Produce

§e
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Produce of the Plunder fhould appear f
have come 1nto his Hands. It was evident,
therefore, that, though in Words and in Ap-
pearance much had been obtained by the
Peace, this {till depended, in a great Mes-
fure, as to the moft material Part, the Per-
formance, on the proper Settling of thefe Ar-
ticles, and the Liquidation of the Damages,
in reference to which, the Sincerity of the
Suba’s Intention, and his Readinefs to execute
what he had undertaken, was almoft the
In order to adjuft thefe Pomnts,
without which the Treaty was of very littie
Confequence to thofe ruined and undone by
the War, the Sele€t Committee very pro-
perly made choice of Mr. William Watts,
who had been their Chief at Cafimbuzar, who
was one of the Members of that Commuttee,
a Perfon well known to the Nabob, and who
had been, as the Suba himfelf owned, the firlt
innocent and caufelefs Vi&tim to his Refent-
ment, or rather Caprice. His Acceptance of
this Commiffion, by which he was again {0
put himfelf into the Power of this unfteady
Prince, in fo critical a Conjuncture, and
charged with {o troublefome and intriCﬂ‘tC .3
a very full Proof of b

Fide-

{ole Security.

Negotiation, ‘wa

e
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Fidelity to, and Zeal for, the ]'ntc:'d;{s of thf:
Company; as it likewile was an evident Tel-
timony of the good Opinion of his Afiociates ;
who, upon mature Deliberation, invefted him
folely with fogreata I ruft,

He was, indeed, in every refpect, fittelt
for this Employment (had there been any
Competitor) ; an Employment, by far the
weightieft, and of the moft Confequence, of
any in Benzgal. He had been many Yearsin the
Country ; was well acquainted with the Lan-
ouage, as well as accuftomed to the Manners
and Difpofition of the Inhabitants ; was much
efteemed, and had many Connetions with
them. He underftood their Politics alfo, at
leaft as much as fuch fluCtuating Politics as
theirs could be underftood ; the true Intereft
of the Province, and the Conftitution of In-
doflan in general, and the State of the neigh-
bouring Governments in particular. Befides,
he was perfonally known to all the Mini-
fters, and had received very fingular Marks
of Efteem from the Suba himfelf. Add to
all this, that the Company, in cafe of the
Death or Refignation of Mr., Drake, had
¢ppointed this Gentleman to the Govern-

3 ment

e
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ment of Calcutta, which, taken together,
proves, that this Choice was not the Work
of Chance or Favour, but proceeded from
mature Deliberation, and a juft Regard o
the Confequence of that Negotiation, in
which he was to be employed.

The Perplexities {pringing from fucha Va.
riety and Complication of Matters that wer
to be adjufted, the Mutability of the Subas
Nature, and his Want of Judgment and Ex-
perience, and the Difliculties naturally arifing
1n fettling the Conceflions, which had been juft
extorted from him by Treaty, were not the
only Circumftances that embarrafled this Ne-
gotiation.  The French, perfectly well in-
formed of every Step taken or intended, and
no lefs fkilled in the Art of Intrigue, had moft
cffeCtually retained feveral of thofe whom
the Suba frequently confulted, or chiefly
trufted, in their Intereft by gratifying them
with Prefents. They had f{till a more powers
ful Tie on them than this, being in Debt
Thirteen Lack of Rupees, or upwards of One
hundred and Sixty thoufand Pounds Sterling,
to Juggut Seat, the greateft Banker in the
Empire of Indoftan, and the Second in Pow.cr

1R
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in Bengal; to whofe Advice for many Years

pnf’c the Subas paid the grcatcﬁ Attention. | |
‘hey very well knew, that Men might be | z e
: i | t

Glfe to their Benefactors ; but they rightly
judged, that even the worft of Men, more
efpecially when avaricious, would be true,
where they could not pofiibly be falfe, with-
out betraying their own Intereft. Under
Circumi{tances like thefe, there was no Pro- ‘
bability, indeed there was no P offibility, of {o |
much as attempting any Thing, but in the
Mode of the Court ; that is, by oppofing Cor-
ruption to Corruption, making Friends of the
Mammon of Unrighteoufnefs, and getting up- ¢
on even Ground with thofe, with whom they '

were obliged to contend.

But in order to underftand the whole of
1 -
this Matter thoroughly

Q.“ > p A ::-:--r\ YT &l e s vy & (4 %
State that Affairs' were then in, with refpect

XrQHo | m™r ~ ‘: - - 1
ve muft confider the

.

A

to the two contending Nations. Advice of the
breaking out of the War, between Great i
Britain and France, arrived in India, the
very Day after the Treaty was concluded with
the Suba; and of courfe opened a new Scene.
From being commercial and political Rivals, |
WE were now become open Enemies ; a Cir- tl

WwaAAAAL
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cumftance which we were very fure the
French would improve; and which therefore
it was our Duty not to neglect. We had 4
prefent a Fleet and an Army ; for howeer
{mall they might be, as Matters ftood, they
both deferved thofe Titles, and this gave us
great Advantages. On the other Hand, the
former was foon to quit the Coaft; and per-
haps Part of the latter, which was a great
Difadvantage. The capital Point, therefore;
was to avail ourfelves of them, while they re-
mained, fo as to fettle Things upon a ftable
Foundation, with regard to the Fremh, a
well as to the Nabob, before the Sealon
came in which the Fleet was to return: In
refpe& to the former, the Admiral and Co-
lonel Clive, with the Affiftance of the Select
Committee, were to take the beft Meafures
they could ; and Mr. Wafts was to regulate
the latter ; and his Succefs, or Want of Suc-
cefs, muft have apparently had fuch an In:
flnence upon the whole, that the Reader moft
certainly needs not be informed, how much
depended upon his Courage, Conduét, and

\ »
(apac:tv.
Ed

3 " : 4
The Intereft the French had in the Cout
ol

b
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of the Suba, and their Method of ;‘«.cquiring
it, have been already ftated. - This they
would have underftood to be barely for their
own Support and Security; but however,
there were fome Surmifes, that it was alfo,
and had ever been, not a little to our Preju-
dice. It was whifpered, that the Eavour
fhewn them, . in Compari'f‘on of the Dutch,
after the Deftrution of our Settlements, when
he affeCted to fine both WNations for aug-
menting the Works about their refpettive
Faltories, was, in Confideration of their
having fecretly furnifhed Artillery, when he
marched againft Calcutta. This was a Suf~
picion in the Indzes, and as fuch only is men-
tioned ; but it 1s very certain, that the Letters
wrote Homc to Europe were entirely i

Surgia Dowlat’s Favour, containing a very un-
air, and, which was much worfe, a very
plaufible, but utte rly falfe Reprefentation of

the Grounds of the Quarrel, which was pub-
lifhed to our Prejudice in all the

Gazettes.

T

When Mr., Watts fet out f he S

Refidence, he was accompanied by Omz

QIJ C‘ 1INent /1 3,..,".‘, & \l.': EY e y __]‘,_ L ”
daliltl)‘t :\L\.«L AlANL Of . i 1:"/",(-7) wWil0 was

well
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well known to the Suba, and his Minifters:

‘This Merchant, Mr. Watts {ent to Hughley,
to difcover; as far as he could, what were
the real Intentions of the Moors, in cafe we
attacked Chandenagore. He returned the next
Day, February the Eighteenth, with a very
diftinét Account: He had been informed by
Nuncomar, the Phoufddr, or ‘Governor of
Hughley, that the very Day before, Two Per-
fons, Seen Bawboo and Montré Mull; amived
from the Nabob, with a Lack of Rupees, 45
a Prefent to the French Fatory; and alfo
with Orders to the Phoufdar, to affift the
French, if attacked ; or if they were the Ag-
oreflors, to aflit the Engli/h. Mr. Watts
was too well acquainted with the Genius of
the Moors, and the Temper of the Suba, {0
be deceived by this Shew of Impartiality. He
confidered the Prefent as a Declaration in
Favour of thé French ; and the Stile of hs
Orders as calculated to amufe the Enghfk.
Omichund was entirely of the fame Opinion.
Mr. Watts, therefore, advifed the Seleét Comr-
mittee to attack Chandenagore without Delays
afluring them, that they hiad hothiiig to 4"
prehend from the Refentment of the Suba;

that if once the two Nations were cxlgﬂg?d
in

P
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in Hoftilities, the Moors would not come to
the Succour of either ; and that after all, there
were but Three hundred Matchlock Men in
Hughbley. He faw from the Beginning the
Michief that was to be feared ; and the only
Remedy that could be applied. He therefore
very  freely pointed out the one, and very
warmly recommended the other. It had been

a very happy Event, if his Counfel had been
then taken.

On the Twenty-firft of February, in the
Evening, Mr. Watts arrived in the Camp, and
had his Audience of the Suba, who embraced
him, gave him the ftrongeft Affurances that
every thmor {hould be adjufted fpeedily, and
to his Satthadxon adding a Promife of the
Surpau, (Sirrapah) or Veft of Honour, which,
however, Mr. Watts declined receiving, till
they came to Muxadaved. He was very {foon
fenfible of the Difficul Ity of his Tafk, the
Pains he muft be at in tracing the Goods ta-
ken from their feveral F Faltories, the procur-
ing aCtual Reftitution in fome (aiu an equi-
tablc Equivalent in others ; the reftoring a free
Commerce, which had been ftopped, by ex-
prefs Orders, from the very Beginning of the

D 1rou-
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Troubles; and in doing all this, of the almoft
infurmountable Obftacles that the Mutabi-
lity of the Suba’s Inclinations, the Intrigues
of the French, the Infinuations of Minifters,
fwayed {olely by their own Interefts, would
throw in his Way. But he faw, that the
true Source of all thefe Embarrafiments was
the Suba’s Infincerity, and the Scheme he had
formed of “refuming his Defpotifm, in regard
to the EZ{/"&PE(Z]Z.?, by borrowing their own
Affiftance, and playing one Nation againft
another, till, by the weakening of their Forces
in fuch Difputes, he became too ftrong for
beth.  His Proje¢t was too great for his Ca-
pacity ; he did what he could to execute It,
but it was beyond his Force, and his very
manner of managing it defeated his Defign.
The public Declarations of this irrefolute
Prince, were diametrically oppofite to the
whole Tenor of his Condu&. He had no
fooner concluded the Treaty with Us, than
he wrote to Admiral Watfon in the warmelt
Terms of Friendfhip, and in a very remarke
able Letiter to Colonel Clive affures him, that
our Enemies fhould be his, as he expcf’fed

that we fhould look upon his Enemies &
ours ;
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ours; and that he depended upon the Afiift-
ance of the Englifb for maintaining the future
Tranquility of his Dominions. But when
Mr. Watts communicated to him at large the
Reafons that might induce us to reduce the
French Settlement at Chandenagore, he made
no Scruple of altering his Language. He
then faid, he would not fuffer the Peace of

his Territories to be violated by either Na
tion ; that he would prote&t both, while they

Ui

remained -quiet; that he would affift the
French with all his Forces, if we, after this,
ever attacked them; and that he would join
us in like Manner, if we were attacked by
the French.  All this, however, was far from

impoﬁng on thofe who were at the Head of

our Affairs. Mr. Watts framed his Precau-
tions fo well, that he knew exallly the
Meafures which the Suba took, or was in-
clined to take, and gave the moft early In-
telligence of them to the Selet Committee,
who from thence, were well enabled to take
their own ; by which his Schemes were
difappointed without Noife, and without {o
much ag fufpetting their having any fuch In-
formations ; though thefe came chiefly from
his own I’Tcml Spy, who, by an Application
D2 thefe

B .~ TR

a0




—— . ———

SR NS S S A — ——_r = .

MOIRS of
thefe Sort of People rarely can refift, M,
Watts had brought over entirely to the Com-
pany’s Interefts.

By comparing his

private Intrigues with
fome of his more public Tranfattions, there
could not be a Shadow of Doubt left as to
his real Intentions, though he always diffem-
bled, and often difavowed them. Immediate-
ly after his Treaty with Us, and confequently
after he knew that they were our Enemies,
he beftowed upon them - very - conipicuous
Marks of Kindnefs, and fuch as could not
fail of affording Umbrage to the Englifh. He

made them, as has been before-mentioned, 2

> N

Daozley = f [ oy Calil ol o SERRER LSSt .
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ney; he cancelled an Obligation they had
given him for twice that Sum; he promifed
them the I"rivih:gcs of a Mint; he i_)ropoft‘d
granting them a very confiderable Augmen-
ation of Territory; and even went {o far, @
to offer them the Pofleflion of the City of
Hughley. Thefe were Circumftances that
indicated their flanding much in his ”OOJ
Graces, or that he them Scr-

VIiCeS eq! aivalent to thefe f{ubiftantial and ex-

~4\ \.«\,L\.(]. 11\;,.11

reym

traordinary Bepefits, ‘The Truth, as far as It
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could ever be difcovered, was this. They, and
his Minifters in their Intereft, made him be-
lieve their Strength in his Dominions to be
very far beyond what it really was. Befides
this, they magnified their Succefles in other
Parts, and took a great deal of Pains to per-
fuade him, that Mr. Bu/ly, with a very nu-

merous Army, was within a little ‘Diftance

Y

reat

of his Territories, and might either fall up-
on, or come to his Support againft, any Ene-
my, according as he fhould b -have towards

them. fhwf(, Reprefentations, the Nature of

the Suba confidered, may in fome meafure,
and only in fome meafure, account for the
Part that he a&ed.

As Mr. Watts was upon the Spot, watch-
ed every Motion of the Suba, knew exactly
the Character of his Courtiers and principal
Minifters, and had the moft certain Intelli-
gence of every thing that pafled, he con-
tinued to reprefent the Neceflity of attacking
C/wzaczzmorc He {aw that, as far as his Ti-
midity would fuffer him to go, the Suba was
already united to the French. He was fatis-
fied that he dealt deceitfully with the Eng-
ifh ; more ¢ efpecially after My, Warss pycva‘.{l-

D 3 ed
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| ed on Colonel Clzve to write to the Suba, in |
the ftrongeft Terms, that he might confide
in him on every Occafion ; and that on any
Emergency he would march at his Re-
queft to his Affiftance, againft all his Ene-
mies. After this, the Suba never mentioned
any Defire or Thoughts of demanding Ad
from the Britifh Nation. Mr. Watts was
therefore convinced that we could never

(Vf\

] ¢ -
eain him ; and that, thou

h now he tempo-

I,ui, he waited only a fit' Seafon to act
againft us, in Conjunétion with the French,

upon whom he was daily hcaping Favours,

while it was with much Difficulty, and in

confequence of repeated Sollicitations, he was

ever brought to do common Juftice to us. In
this Situation Mr. Watts exhorted the Ad-
miral, the Colonel, and the Sele@ Commit-
tee, not to let {lip this favourable Opportumt),
and to apprehend nothing from the Suba’s

Refentment, who would never venture 0
oive them any Succours, or take an open Part

in their Favour, or to our Prejudice. But if

the Fleet was once gone, and a fair Occafion
offered, he would as certainly embrace 1,
and begin a2 new War, with as little Scruple
25 he had done the laft, with more Advans

A0e
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tage on his Side, a and lefs on ours: Argu-

ments, which, though ftrong and fel If-evident,
did not meet with general Acceptance.

The Sele@ Committee, though they paid
great Deference to the Advice, and had a
very juft Senfe of the Zeal, of Mr. Watts,
for the Nation and the Company’s Service ;
yet they were very unwilling to venture again
upon Hoftilities, from a {trong Sufpicion that
the Suba, whether he afually joined the
Enemy or not, would fufpend the Execu-
cution of the Treaty, renew the Interruption
of their Trade, and by that Means hinder
their Inveftments for another Year. They
knew fo well, and dreaded fo much, the Con-
fequences that would have inevitably attend-
ed fuch an Event, that, in {pite of all Mr.
Watts could allege, they inclined to a Neu-
trality. This was an Expedient the Suba had
propofed, and was another vifible Indication
of what were his {fecret and {ettled Intentions.
The Sentiments, or rather the Sollicitations
of the Selet Committee, prevailed upon the
Admiral and the Colonel to acquiefce in this
Plan ; infomuch that the latter wrote in very
ftrong and pathetic Terms to the Suba, ine

D 4 formin
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forming him, that whatever R eprefentations
of a contrary Nature he might have received,
yet himfelf was very confident, that his Forces
were ‘able to reduce Chandenagore in Tyo
days ; neverthelefs, in confideration of the
great Repugnancy he thewed to the difturh
ing the Tranquility of the Province, he
would, out of pure Regard to the Subas
Friendfhip, confent to fuch a Neutrality a5
he propofed, provided it was guarantied by
him, and he folemnly undertook to act with
all his Forces againft that Nation by which
1t was firft infringed.

When Mr. Watts faw, that after all he had
offered againft it, this Point was driven thus
far, and that in all Probability it would be
ipeedily concluded, he turned his Thoughts
to the giving it ftill greater Security, and with
that View advifed, that Fuggur Seat thould
undertake for the due Performance of what-
ever {hould be agreed upon by the French ;
which, confidering the Influence that his Debt
gave him over them, and the high Credit
in which he ftood with the Suba and his
Minifters, appeared to be the only Method of
giving to this Meafure the utmoft Confifts
ency
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ency of which it was capable. This fhews
how perfetly well-difpofed Mr. Watts was
to facilitate any Step taken for the Company's
Service, though ever {fo contrary to his own
Opinion ; and at the fame Time affords a
Proof of his thorough Knowlege of Men and
Things in that Country, by which he was
enabled to devife the Means of rendering this
Convention more fafe and more effetual, than
any that had been propofed by fuch as had
originally planned, and now prefled its Exe~
cution. But though he difcovered fo much
Integrity, and fo much Abilities in {fuggefting
this additional Strength to a Neutrality, he
ftill looked upon it as diametrically oppofite
to the Company’s true Intereft, and as the
fingle Step that could ever put it in the Power
of the Suba and the French, 'to bring their
deep and dangerous Defigns to bear.

But when all feemed to be abfolutely fet-
tled, and nothing wanting to this Neutrality but
the concluding and figning 1t in Form; the
French themfelves overturned it, by avowing
that they had no fufficient Authority to fup-
port an Act of that Nature, which might be
declared invalid by their Superiors. Mr. Watts

1m-
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immediately laid hold on and improved s
Cted Incident, by reprefenting, in
the ftrongeft Light, to the Suba, the Cop.

defcenfion fhewn him by the Brififh by ac.

D "

r
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cepting, and the Indignity offered to him by
the French in reje&ing, his Expedient. This
had fo great an Effe€, that in the firf
Tranfport of his Refentment he dire@ed 3
Letter to be written to Vice-Admiral Watfon,
in which he tacitly permitted the Attack of |
the French Fattory, by recommending Mercy 1
to the Enemy when it thould be reduced;
and defiring the military Operations of the |
Engliyfb might be condulted with as little
Prejudice to his Country, or Difturbance to
his People, as it was poflfible. Mr. Watts,
who had fecured the Suba’s Secretary to ou
Intereft, engaged him to pen this important
Epiftle in a proper Stile, fo as to permitthe
Attack immediately, and to difpatch it with-
out Delay : Precautions, which were of the
utmoft Confequence, and which, in the Event,
gave us all thofe Advantages we afterwards'
reaped, and which, through the Blefling o
Divine Providence, we flill poffefs in Bengal.

As there was great Addrefs ufed in ob-
taining
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taining this Letter, fo it arrived in the moft
critical Conjunéture.  For, notwith{tanding
the French had avowed their Want of Power
to conclude an effectual Neutrality, yet {o
much were fome afraid of recurring again to
Arms, that they were fhill for accepting of
this Expedient, however precarious. Upon
this, Admiral #atfon held a Council of War,
to confider what was moft proper to be done;
and it was while this Council was altually
fitting, wherein thofe who argued yet for a
Neutrality infifted chiefly upon the Suba’s
Repugnancy to fee the Flame of War, fo
lately extinguifhed, again rekindled in his
Dominions, that this Letter was brought,
which cut the Gordian Knot, and put an End
to the Debate. How the French came to act
in this Manner, and by {o frank a Declara-
tion defeat the Scheme of the Suba, and run
themfelves upon Deftruction, 15 not eafy to
conceive. In all Probability, they did not
imagine, that even, after this, we would ven-
ture to fall upon them, and they were wil-
ling to preferve to themfelves, againft a pro-

er Seafon, the Liberty of attacking us; or,

which is yet more probable, depended on the
S
\J

Our

uha’s exerting his whole Force, in Cafc of
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our befieging them, in their Defence; which
would have rendered the Expedition muych
more difficult. Be this as it will, the Letter 1
defeated all their Schemes; and the Sequel of
the TranfaGion thewed how much better
Mr. Watts was acquainted with the Difpofition
of the Mboors, and more thoroughly Ma-
fter of the Suba’s Temper, and Manner of

acting, notwithftanding the Intrigues they had
been {fo long carrying on in his Court, and
their having fuch Conne@ions with his Fa-
vourites and Minifters. But let us now

return from Reflections to Faés, and having
clearly ftated this very remarkable Stroke of
Policy, refume the Thread of our Narrative.

Vice-Admiral Watfon, Colonel Clive, and
the Sele€t Committee, came to this final Re-
{olution, in the Beginning of the Month of
March, and entered with all the Diligence
and Difpatch pofiible on the neceffary Pre-
parations for this important Expedition, well
knowing that the French were not ignorant
of their own Danger, or at all remifs or care-
lefs in providing againft it.  Chandenagore, the
chief of their Settlements in Bengal, was 2

’lace very well fituated on the Side of the
River
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River, Twenty-feven Miles above Calcutta,
which is a Branch of the Ganges, at a {mall
diftance below Hughley. 'The Director at this
Settlement has under him the French Com-
pany’s Factories of Caffimbuzar, Dacca, Patna,
Feuda, and Ballafore. They prudently con-
trived, at the Beginning of the Troubles, to
ftrengthen it with various Outworks and Bat-
teries, had in it a Garrifon of Five hundred
Europeans and Seven hundred Blacks, with
fome Mortars, and near Two hundred Pieces
of Cannon mounted. They took the Precau-

tion alfo to {fend away fome of 1‘1& Mer-
chandize, and the beft Part of their Effects,
under Colour of providing the better for their
Defence; raifed confiderable Magazines, which
were well provmcd ; and made fuch Difpohi-
tions, and kept fo good a Countenance, as
impofed upon moft of h Moors, and. per-
haps upon fome of themfelves. As they chiefly
feared the Squadron, they funk Two Ships,
a Ketch, a Hulk, a Snow, and a Veflel with-

out Mafts, dire¢tly in the Channel, within
Gunthot of the Fort, and laid Two Booms,
moored with Chains, acrofs the River. Be-

fides thefe, they {unk and ran on Shore Five
large Veffels, above the Fort, that th ley might

fl (J x'('r
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throw every Impediment poffible in the Way
of our Squadron. In confequence of thef
military Operations, which were very judici
oufly planned, and the beft their Circumfance
would admit, they refolved to ftand the A
tack; but whether they had any Hopes
given them by the Suba of his Affiftance, or
whether they relied at all on his Infinuations
of Aid, in cafe they were given, could not
be learned ; though he actually advanced 2
Corps of Troops, as we fhall fee hereafter,
which might render fuch a Conje@ure not at
all improbable.

A Reinforcement of Three hundred Men
from Bombay arriving at Calcutta, Colonel
Clive advanced by the River Side, with Seven
hundred Whites, and Sixteen hundred Sea
poys, towards the Fremch Settlement; and
with very little Lofs took Poffeflion of moft
of the Out-Pofts on the Fourteenth of March
On the Fifteenth, the Enemy abandoned all
their Batteries, notwithftanding thefe wert
very well difpofed, and in exceeding good Or-
der. He was now pofiefled of every Poft
they had, but the Fort, and a Redoubt feated

between the River Side and the Fort Walls
whcrﬁ“_
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wherein were mounted Eight Pieces of Can-
non, Twenty-four Pounders, Four of which
pointed down the River. The fame Day Ad-
miral Watfon fail ed with the Kent of Sixty-
four, the Tyger and Salifbury, each of Fifty
Guns, having previoufly fent a Twcn«‘v/-mm
Ship, and a Sloop, to cover the Boats attend-
ing the Camp.  On the Eighteenth, hc an-
chored about Two Miles below ( .Zu;fs-:./fﬂ.’.:hf?gs;-'e,
and the Troops on Shore being employed 1n
raifing a Battery againft the Fort, the Wea-
ther becoming extremely foggy, and the
Impediments before-mentioned being of Ne-
ceflity to be removed, occafioned {ome De-
lay. The Firft Thing to be done was clear-
ing the River ; and the Booms being cu t, and
ranning adrift, a proper Paffage was {oon
difcovered, by founding, and \ml*out lofing
Time in weighing the French Veflels. While

this was about, the brave Admiral Pocock,
who was juft arrived at Culpee in the Cumber-
land, refolving to have a Share in the Action,
came in his Long-Boat, and going on board
his Majefty’s Ship the Tyger, hoifted his Flag
there. On the Twenty-third, 1x in the
Morning, the Tyger, Kent, and Salifbury,
weighed.

R ol RO




B

T v s v pf
4.3 MEMOIRS g

weighed. About Ten Minutes after the Eg.

A NN

my began to fire from the Redoubt, but thei
Artillery was foon filenced by the Tyger. Be.
fore Seven the Ships were properly fhation-
ed, and the Signal being given, the Engage-
ment began ; the Firing continuing very brifk
on both Sides, till a Quarter after Nine, when
the Befieged hung out a F lag of Truce; and
the Articles of Capitulation were very quick-
ly {ettled and figned. In confequence of
this, Captain Latham, of the Tyger, was dif-
patched by Vice-Admiral Watfon to receive
the Keys of the Fort, into which Colonel
Cl/ive marched with the Troops about Five
in the Afternoon. Thus Chandenagore, ac-
cording to the Scheme originally propofed,
conftantly infifted upon, and at laft render-
ed practicable by Mr. Parts, with ‘all the
French fubordinate Settlements in the Pro-
vince of Bengal, were reduced ; and thereby
moft of the Schemes laid for the future De-
ftruGtion of Calcutta, ‘and the other Englfh
Faltories, rendered abortive. ~An Expcditio.n,‘
in the firft Inftance, glorious to the Brififb
Arms, and in its Confequences, as from the
Sequel of this Relation will appear, of the

higheft Importance. This
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This fignal Advantage was not obtaiffed
without fome Lofs. Admiral Pocock was
wounded, but not dangeroufly. The gallant
Captain Henry Speke, equally diftinguithed
by the Clearnefs of his Head and the Warmth
of his Heart, who commanded the Kez#, on
board which Vice-Admiral #atfon wore his
Flag, received a Wound from a Cannon Shot,
which unhappily carried away the Leg of his
Son, who deceafed foon after, a Youth of the
moft amiable Charater, extraordinary Learn-
ing, and admirable Abilities. The furft Lieu-
tenant, Mr. Samuel Perreay, and the Mafter
of the Tyger, were both killed ; the Third
and Fourth Lieutenants were alfo wounded ;
and the former died. Of the private Men

there were Thirty-two killed, and One hun- .

dred wounded. The Enemy had Forty kil-
led and Seventy wounded in the Fort.
They muft be allowed to have defended
themfelves with great Spirit and Refolution,
and probably would not have {ubmitted fo
foon, if they had not fuffered feverely from
Colonel Clive’s Batteries; and been f{till more
galled by the Fire of his Men, from the flat
Roofs of the Houfes, which in Truth made it
almoft impofible for them to ftand to their

E Guns.
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Guﬂs. A Part of the French Troops mage

their Efcape, and marched Northwards; afie

vJ 1 Colonel Clive fent a Detachmen tof
Six 111111":1'6(1 Seapoys, and Viece Adminl
Watfon ordered feveral Boats up the Riser of
FHughley, tor feize upon whatever was Fronch
Property ; “not wulh‘tandinrr which, a2 great
deal ofi:the Company’s Effe€ts and Mezchan-
dize were.conce ‘i >d and carried away. «This

D..l

ecifive in reference to the
’f afures 1t e

.

Blow:  was very
Erench, whof ntirely broke, by
rendering the Schemes they had formed, with
refpect to the Subay utterly im 'IL &icable: On
the other hand, it réleafed the Englifb: from
ons they were under' of being
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monftrated how juftly this Refolution was
taken, and in what a critical Conjun&ture 1t

was executed.

We have before hinted, that, notwithftand-
ing the Suba had tran{mitted a Letter of Per-
miffion to Vice-Admiral Watfon to ack as he
thought proper againft the Fre nch, without
Wthh Letter the Admiral and the Colonel
would not have proceeded, nay went farther,
and recommended them to his Mercy, yet he
prefently changed his Mind. He u'**nui Mr.
Watts to write to the Colonel, that he would
not have War made in his Country, by which

.‘

the People under his Government muft {uf-

fer, the King’s Revenues be leffened, and
the Tranquility of his Dommv)m ('nimbea,
The French, who md mifled him from the

Jeginning, deceived him to the very
They aflured him, that, in the firft Attack
the Engli/h had been repulfed with Lofs, and
gave him to underfta f’:. that they did not
doubt obliging them to retire. The Suba
s fo much embarrafied by ‘the contradic-
tory chorts he heard, and looked upon
this Tranfa&tion to concern him fo nearly,
that he wrote Letter after Letter-to.Colonel
E 2 Clive,

i
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Clive, who 1s faid to have received no Jef
than Ten of them in one Day, and thefe iy
very oppofite Stiles ; which the Colonel ap.
{wered punctually, with all the Calmnefs and
Complaifance 1maginable, exprefling great
Concern at the Impreffion which the Calum-
nies of his Enemies had made on that Prince’s
Mind, and afluring him of his fincere At-
tachment, as long as he adhered to the Treaty.
At length the Suba grew fo very uneafy, that
he fent Mutrumul, in whom he faid he placed
great Confidence,. to the Colonel, with Or-
ders to act, if there was any room for it, as
a Mediator. But the Situation of Things at
his Arrival made fuch a Commiffion vifibly
impracticable ; which Mutrumul perceiving,
extolled the Englifh highly, and threw all
the Blame upon the French. To give Weight,
however, to this intended Mediation, Roydse-
lub advanced, by his Mafter’s Command, a
the Head of Six thoufand Men, within a fmall
Diftance of Hugbley. But to prevent this from
giving any Umbrage, Mutrumul, when the
Attack was made, affured the Colonel, thit
Roydoolub had the Suba’s Infiructions to obey
his Orders, which the Colonel took in €x
ceeding good Part, and returned that I’rinf:c

Thanks
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Thanks for this gracious Offer of his Affift-
ance. The Moment the Place furrendered,

he gave Notice of it to the Suba, and afcribed
his Succcfs to the Favour of Heaven and his
Excellency’s Aulfpice, under which his Arms
had been fo fortunate. A Compliment, which
the Suba knew not how to receive with even
a tolerable Grace, or to reject without giving
Offence. In reality, he had brought his Af-
fairs by this time into a very perplexed Con-
dition, of which he was fenfible, now 1t was
too late ; though very probably he might not
have Sagacity enough to difcern, that the
Whole of thefe Misfortunes had no other
Source than the Unfteadinefs of his Councils,
and the Duplicity of his Condu¢t. - What we
have already faid will afford Proofs more
than fufficient to eftablith this; but as the
fetting it in a clear Light will be the beft
means of explaining the Motives to the Tran{-
aCtions that enfued, we hope the fubfequent

Remarks will not appear ‘tedioys to the
Reader.

. ThC.‘, Suba, wanting alike in Parts and in
Xperience, unable to reje¢t bad Counfels,
and prone to purfue his own Notions, as far

B3 as
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.
as they could be carried by his Power, fheweq
plainly from the very Beginning, that he had
no formed Syftem ; and if he could be ftiled
fo at all, was certainly a bad Politician, His
fetting out was by breaking at once with all
the European Nations; which, if their reci
procal ]:alouncs of C:lch other, and fome
other Circumftances, had not hindered, muft
have united them all againft him, and that
Union would have rendered his Scheme abor-
tive. As this did not ha appen, 1t encouraged
him to take another wrong Step, by attack-
ing and deftroying the Englifh, without hav-
ing {o much as a plaufible Pretence.  This
ACt of arbitrary Violence vif fibly fubverted
the Foundation of his own Scheme, if it ever
any, by proving, in the uronrrcﬁ Manner,
that no European Nation could Iubﬂﬁ as Mer-
chants in his Lonmuons, without having
Places fo well ;l-:;tiﬁcd as not to lie at his
Mercy. ‘When, therefore, he was reduced to

:’ re - L : yo— S~

the Neceflity of conclu ding a Treaty, the very
Bafis of that Treaty was his conf feffing this
laft Pofition to be \*.'ul {uundcd, and admit-
ting by his own Confent, as the only pra!ﬁi‘
cable Grounds of Peace, what he had before

J A }. \‘ka,>
laid down 2c the f his taking up
Wil WUYYLIL A LL-.(/ l «ldll O 111') ais O

Arms.
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Arms. But when he had done this, and

might have been quiet, by adhering conftant-

ly to that Treaty, he again miftook his. Point.
Uniformity of Condﬂ& was fo little, in his
Conftitution, that he immediately loft all the
Advantages he feemed to have fought by that
Meafure, and which indeed were cnc:t’xy af-
ferted to have been the Objects he had in
View, in his Letters to Admuiral Watfon and
Colonel Clive, by fhewing a vifible Repug-
nance to the Execution of it in every Step,
and doing that {lowly and ungracefully,
vhich, if he had done chearfully ;’.m’: at once,
might have procured him the
the Engli/b, and have thorough 1:-; L ~ated
him from thofe Difficulties into which his
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in this he was inexcufable, as thefe Repre.
fentations were grounded only upon vague ang
uncertain Reports of what they had done,
and of what Strength they had in other Pars
of the Indies, from whence all the Affiftance
they could give him was to be hoped, and
this againft a Power, the Weight of which
he had already felt; and to fay nothing of the
Obligation he was under to maintain that
Peace he had folemnly confirmed by his Oath,
which was ftill at his very Doors. If he had
really intended, as he feemed very defirous
it thould be believed it was his Intention, to
preferve Peace in his Dominions, and to pre-
vent the Engly/b and French from committing
Hoftilities againft each other in them, to the
Prejudice of Commerce, in which he was
principally interefted, and which was allo,
and was allowed to be, the common Concern
of all, he might by acting firmly have car-
ried that Point, by infifting upon a Neutra-
lity under his Guaranty, and a peremptory
Declaration that he would ftop the Trade,
and feize the Effeés of that Nation, which
violated a Ncutrality {fo concluded ; fince un-
der this it is certain the Engli/b would have

acquiefced, and, without the Encouragement
or
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or Affiftance of the Suba, the French durft:

not have broke it. But his Intrigues with
them, or, as many thought, a Secret Treaty,
encouraged their Dire&or to declare, that he
was not vefted with Authority to conclude
any fuch Neutrality ; and even this, which he
always knew, he did not acknowlege, until
the Time was loft, in which he might have
obtained it from Pondicherry ; and this plain-
ly put the Englifh under a Neceflity of ex-
erting the Force then in their Hands without
Delay, which ended in the taking Chandena-
gore. Here again, if he had ever had any
fettled Principle of Ation, would have been
his Time to have thewn it ; for if, upon Co-
lonel Cl/7ve’s marching, he had affifted the
French with his whole Force, he might very
probably have faved them. But as he had
hitherto been all along the Dupe of their
Politics, fo in this Inftance they were the
Dupes of his, and were facrificed to his Want
of Steadinefs and Spirit.  On the whole,
therefore, it became evident, that the Suba
Was more dangerous to his Friends than to
his Enemies ; and the Hazard of being hurt
lay not in oppofing, but in placing any Con-
fidence in him. A Leffon, which, as it had

been
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been taught by his firft A&ions, {o, from tha
Bent of a ftubborn Difpofition Events could
not corret, he took care to inculcate it from
time to time, as long as it was in his Power
to act at all.

Colonel Clzve ufed repeated Endeavours to
extricate him, if he would have permitted it,
out of all his Difficulties. He laboured in his |
Letters to convince him, that as the Attack
and Reduction of Chandenagore proceeded
entirely from the Behaviour of the Frem {
themfelves, {o it could not be any-way pre- ;

judicial to him, or to his Subjets. Heal-

.

{fured him, that the Englifb would not fuffer
his Rcvcnnc to be iﬂ]p”til‘cd by t their being

Mafters of the Place ; but were difpofed, under

__,,,?._._,

equitable Conditions, to re-place the Cuftoms
paid by the French ; and that mcy were well
{atisfied with their own Pofieflions, and did not

lefire to enlarge or to extend them. On the
g
contrary, they were ready to give him what

a1y

ever SatisfaGion he could demand, of t}m.

“a"-,'ziilns;'nf;-:».s to acquiefce under any Terms,
L - g v

g . ‘ - 2Tl - ] vﬂ.'-’\ .‘ .,‘ " £ M ""‘“ 18 ﬂ‘ﬁl“ld
and to comply with fuch Meafures as 10

2 .‘. - )- “) 3 3 d "Pae
expedient. for reftoring and pre

X : | :
..'\" 71 Y A“ - T “M 1 . t'l";{
ferving the 1ranquility of his Country;
t‘."r".ff
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their Minds were entirely {et upon Com-
merce; that they became military merely by
Force ; but that they moft ardently wifthed to
ceturn to, and be known by him onply 1n,
their old Occupation of Merchants; that, as
things {to d, their Intereft rendered it ablo-
y requifite to expel the French out of
B: x"'(” to prevent new Difputes, which was
his Intereft likewife ; and that, if he would do
it himfelf, they thould be well fatisfied, and
confider it as a Favour. That he had been
xceedingly impofed upon, in refpect to the
Condu& of that Nation, on the Coaft of Co-
romandel, where the Nabobs they had efpouf-
ed were obliged to make exorbltn.nt Grants,
in Ac]mowlcgcment for their Affiftance ; that,
in confequence of this, they had torn away
whole Provinces, of which they were in full
Pofleffion ; while, on the other hand; the
Englifh had lent the Nabobs, with whom
they had taken Part, purely on account of
S

their being the King’

Officers, very 1-‘1::'5'.-'3

Sums of Money ; with ‘the Repayment o‘

. .
hich the 'y would be well content, without

": \or 4. 'Yy - p P ‘,-:v'\ . ’
-‘5, extorting, or even accepting any

.......
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and the Difference that he would find j,
having cither of them for his Allies, and
that therefore, if he regarded his own Wel.
fare, he would adhere ftrictly to, and punc-
tually fulfil, the Treaty he had made ; which
if he did, he might not only rely upon the
Support that had been promifed him, by
that he might be affured, he would perfon-
ally lofe the laft Drop of his Blood, and fa-
crifice the laft Man under his Command, in
his Service, againft any of his real Ene-
mies, whenever his Occafions might require
it. Vice-Admiral Watfon wrote alfo to him
to the fame Purpofe.

The Suba, who was equally diffatisfied with
and difturbed at the State of his Affairs, and
found himfelf obliged to be at a great Ex-
pence in keeping Troops in the Field, knew
not what to fay or how to a¢t. He declar-
ed, however, pofitively, againft our reducing
the French {ubordinate Factories ; would not
hear of making the Remains of their Forces
Prifoners, and delivering them up to the
Englifh ; but, however, difcovered no Scruple
at all in feizing upon their Effets, under

Colour of doing it to make Satisfaction to b
oW
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own Subjects, who were their Creditors. At
the fame time he ordered the French to quit
his Dominions, direting them to march to-
wards Patna. He likewife paid farther Sums
of Money to the Company’s Servants, and
gave them Hopes, that he would both {trict-
ly and {peedily fulfil his Treaty in every re-
fpect. In regard to the Artillery, which he
did not reftore, he alleged, that he was dif-
trefled himfelf for want of Cannon, and was
willing to purchafe them. In this manner
things went on for a Month or Six Weeks,
during which Space every Method was prac-
tied that could leflen his Apprehenfions, or
free him from that Terror which he feemed
to have of the Englifb advancing their Forces
into the Heart of his Country. He was
even permitted, upon a Rumour that the Gar-
tifon of Caffimbuzar was augmented to Five
hundred Men, to fend his own Officers to in-
fpect it, who found and reported, that there
was not above a Tenth Part of the Number.

The fame Compliances were made in many
Refpedts,

But in the midft of thefe Compliances and
Conceffions, inftead of growing milder and
§ better

R
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better difpofed, the Suba fhewed very evident
Marks of his being more and more exafpes
rated againft thofe who gave them. He
fell again to caballing With the Freadh; and
inftead of compelling thofe who had efcaped
to quit his Country, as he engaged exprefly,

4‘

he took that little Body of faiw, which were

-

about Patna, into his P

dy, at the Rate of
Ten thoufand Rupees a Mon h, of which
Mr. Watts proum.i the
communicated it to the Committee. - He
turned all his Attention towards Mr. Buf,
who, as he was made to believe,* had an
Army of Twenty thoufand Men, and with
which he miight march fpeedily into his Do-
minions.  When thefe Rumours at’ any tie
funk, he was more tractable ; but as foona
they revived, he became as imperious and a5
nlugh out of Humour 4s ever. Vice-Admiral

‘affor having fent him feveral prefling Let-
ters, exhorting him to at fuita able to his Dig
nity, ‘agreeable to his own Interefts, for th
Good of his Subjets, to give no Ear to1!

Reports, to accomplith his Promifes, -and
fulfil the feveral Articles of his Treaty, e

ined that
gave no Anfwers to them, but complained that

i ? A ¢ I ;‘W
hey wrote 1n {o fevere a Stile, that he kn€
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not how to reply to them. At length his i
Uneafinefles, Jealoufies, and Sufpicions, rofe 1|
fo high, that he ordered all the Boats to be
fearched that came up to Cafimbuzar, and

publickly declared, that if any Powder or

e R . i
- - — -
DU
——

» —

R

Ammunition was found aboard, that he
would order the Nofes and Ears of the Wa-

termen to be cut off, which was a direét \
Breach of his Treaty. He could not help "‘

knowing, that this Method of afting muft
have a very difadvantageous Effect upon the
Affdirs of the Engli/h in his Dominions, and
impede and perplex their Commereial Tran{-
actions exceedingly. He could not be 1gno-
rant that this would diminith his own In-
come, diftrefs his Subjes, and leflen both
their Subfiftence and their Induftry.  ‘But
alas! he was fo much under the Dominion
of his Paffions, that' he confidered only gra- |
tifying his Caprice; and a&ing from no Mo- -
tive, could difcern’ no Con(}cquenccs. Hap-
lefs as a Man ! more haplefs as a Prince! he
had as little Fear of 1-'llmg into Difficulties,
as, when fallen, he had Skill to oet
them, 1

2R L

(B

out ‘of

™

An Attempt has been alrea
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give the Reader fome Idea of the melanc‘holy
and mortifying Situation of Mr. Watts, whe

refided on the Part of the Company at the
Suba’s Court, whofe Perplexities daily in-
creafed, and whofe Anxieties hourly multi-
plied, though they had not yet reached to
thofe Circumftances of Difguft and Diftrefs
that they afterwards did. He faw himfelf
almoft conftantly on bad Terms with that
Prince, and of courfe upon no good ones
with his Minifters and Favourites. The Suba
never forgave him extracting that important,
and, as he conceived it, fatal Letter of Per-
miffion to Admiral #Watfon; to which, with-
out much Injuftice, he afcribed folely the at-
tacking and taking Chandenagore. It was from
Mr. Watts he received, from Day to Day,
thofe grating Remonftrances that {0 much
difpleafed him, and thofe admonitory Letters
that made ftill a deeper Imprefiion. He
ought, ip Stri¢tnefs, to have confidered
him, on thefe Occafions, as the Inftru-
ment only of the Company ; but his Warmth
and Affiduity in all thefe frequent Appiica-
tions, made the Suba look no farther th.'&“
himfelf. He was obliged to confer with him

daily, and, if he was abfent, called for b
. 24
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as being uneafy if he miffed him, whence
of courfe he beheld him often, and yet but
very feldom with a gracious Eye. Mr. Watts
faw, felt, and underftood thefe numberlefs
Inconveniencies, to which he was expofed,
and which, as we have obferved, ‘heightened
upon him every Hour. But the Confolation
he derived from the kind Letters of Admiral
Watfon and Colonel Clive, who had a true
and lively Senfe of his Services and Sufterings,
kept up his Spirits, and enabled him to pur-
fue his Bufinefs with a Vivacity that entirely
concealed, though it could not remove, but
rather augmented, his interior Chagrin. Befides
this, he had another Satisfattion, which was
getting moft Part of the Treaty executed, tho’
with infinite Trouble ; and this procured him
the hearty Approbation of the Sele@& Com-
mittee, who were now convinced, that he not
only did all that could be done, but more
than moft Men could have done in his Sta-
tion. As ill as he was treated by him, he
continued to render the Suba many good
Offices giving the Committee to underitand,
that, in’'all human Probability, they thould
gradually obtain all that they defired, and
that ‘ therefore they

e

1ould not be impaticnt

2
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He prevailed alfo upon Colonel Clrve to pros
mife the Suba from time to time his Affift-
ance; and he laboured more inceffantly to
convince that Prince, that, if he would con-
fide in the Eng/i/h, he had no Reafon to
fear either foreign or domeftic Enemies, with
which, when he thought himfelf in Danger,
he was well enough pleafed ; but when that
was in any Degree over, he fhewed a vifible
Uneafinefs at his having confefled that he
flood in need of fuch Affiftance,

The Storm, that had been gathering from
the Beginning of March, began to burft
about 111(’ latter End of April, and in ‘the
()p"nmff of the Month of May; when the
Suba, in fudden Starts of Paffion, {hewed the
Rancour of his Heart, and 1 teftified fufficient-
ly, that he waited only for an Opportunity
to make the Engli/b feel a {fecond Time the
h"avy Weight of his Refentment. Ashe
hever aflqncd any Caufes himfelf, but OB
t‘m contrary, even in this Interval, and in the
midft of Aions inconfiftent with thofe De-
clarations, afferted his Intention tO full
his Treaty, and 2p pealed to God and his Pro-

]
phet for the Truth of it; we muit own it
extremely
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extremely difficult to guefs at his Reafons.
They appear, however, to have been chiefly
Three; Firft, the perpetual Infinuations of
the French, that Mr. Bujfy might be brought
to his Affiftance; and that, by a Junction
with his Troops, he would be greatly fu-
perior to the Englifh ; and to this Meafure he
was {o much inclined, that he atually wrote
a Letter to that Officer, in which he pro-
mifed him Twenty Lack of Rupees, if he
would march direttly into his Dominions,
of which Mr. WVatts alfo gave the Intelligence.
The next Thing was, the Compliances that
had been made with a View of gaining him,
the recailing moft of the Troops from Chan-
denagore, the permitting him to keep the
Cannon, to fearch the Falory of Caffim
buzar, and the warm and tender Expreflions
of Friendfhip in Colonel Clive’s Letters, with
the high Teftimonies of Reverence and Rea
fpect paid him, whenever he was pleafed to
be in a good Temper, or to profefs his Dif-
pofition of adhering to his Engagements.
The laft was, the Retreat of the Patans, whe
had thewn an Intention to invade his Terri~
tories, and the putting an End to the Trou-~
bles occafioned by the My Ragjab, by which

F 2 he
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he thought himfelf in a Condition to employ
all his Forces, and was likewife fecure of
having the French to manage his Artillery,
with which they made him believe they couid
perform Wonders. In thefe Circumftances
he was fo very elate, as not to make any
Sciuple (though a direc Breach of his Faith)
of interrupting the Engli/h Commerce, keep-
ing his Army in the Feld, though he had

moft folemnly promifed the contrary, and
{ometimes exprefling . a formal Defign of
fending back the Treaty that had been fign-
ed with him, and demanding his own. In
fuch a State of Things it was evident, that
the Company could not rely upon him, of

fider themfelves in any Degree of Security,
farther than as they were fupported by the

=

King’s Squadron and Forces; and as their pre-

“ 39 * 1 ‘n

{ent Condition was very precarious, {o ther
4 i | ‘

% was {hill more gloonly and
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alarming ; and though as yet they Werc not
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1
in a {tate of War, they could not,
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were to take. If they advanced their Forces,
or refumed their military Preparations, it
might, in Appearance, juftify the Suba’s Be-
haviour; and befides, Mr. Watts and the
Sele@ Committee both difluaded any Steps
of this kind, as inconfiftent with the Com-
pany’s Concerns, at leaft till they had fecured
the Money and Eftects of the feveral Subordi-
nates. On the other hand, they faw that Com-
pliances did more Harm than Good, and that
their Profeflions of adhering inviolably to the
Peace, and their repeated Promifes of Friend-
fhip arnd Afiiftance, only flattered the Suba’s
Pride, heightened his Notions of his own
Power, and encouraged him to a& with greater
Violence and Infolence, of which they had
but too many, and thofe flagrant Inftances.
Colonel C/ve, however, took on one Side
every Method that was neceflfary to demon-
ftrate his pacific Inclination, and how fincere
his Intentions were to reftore and preferve the
Tranqulhty of the Provinces, defifting from
his Demands that the French thould bc de-
livered up, from the repairing the Fortifica-
tions at Caffimbuzar, or reinforcing the Gar-
on, At the fame time, hc wrote In

g very
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very plain Terms to the Suba, told him his
Thoughts of his Proceedings, the Concern
they gave him, and the Determination he
had taken, to recur to open Force, whenever
he found, from his Manner of ating, that
no other Remedy was left, and that it was
entirely in his Power to have him for a Friend
or an Enemy. In the very Height of thefe
Difputes, the Suba demanded an ample Ac-
quittance, under the Seal of the Governor
and Selet Committee, and thofe alfo of the
Vice-Admiral and Colonel. To this the lat-
ter wrote him for Anfwer, that it was ftrange
he fhould demand, or expeét fuch an Ac-
quittance, when he very well knew, that fe-
veral of the Articles were ftill unpcrformed;
that many Lacks of Rupees were due to the
Company, in Satisfaction of their Lofles ;
that the Reftitution of Thirty-eight Villa-
ges, which they claimed, had not yet Deen
made; and that their Commerce 1n genefﬂl
was ftill interrupted. But as his Demand
might imply a Refolution to fettle all thele
Points, and as it was hoped this was realy
the 'Cafe, fuch an Acquittance (hould be

immediately prepared, and tranfmitted It°
I M
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Mr. Watts, with exprefs Orders to deliver
it, as foon as the Articles hitherto unadjufted

were once thoroughly fettled.

This, however reafonable in itfelf, was
by no means acceptable to the Suba, who,
in Proportion as he Icft all feeming Regard,
though really he never had any for the Vice-
Admiral and the Colonel, towards both of
whom he had once profefled fo much Efteem,
kept no longer any Meafures towards Mr.
Watts, whom he loocked upon as a Man he
could not deceive, as a Man whom he hated
for that Reafon, and, which was an additional
Motive to his Refentment, though it thould,
if his Mind had correfponded with his Rank,
have reftrained it, as a Man abfolutely in his
Power. In order to execute the various
Commiffions with which he was charged
more punctually, Mr. Watts, according to the
Cuftom of Indsflan, had employed a Perfon
to act as his Agent, in the Language of the
Country,. a Vagueel. Him, in the firlt Fit
of his Fury, the Suba forbid his Court. An
Affront very grofs in India, though in Ap-
pearance, and to us, unacquainted with their
Cuftoms, a very flight Thing, but it was quick-

F4‘ ly
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ly followed by perfonal Infults, and thofe of
tz'lc moft ferious Nature. At laft, forgetting
the Refpect due to the Britifh Crown, to Mr.
Watts's Character as Refident from the Eaft
Ind:a Company, and his own Dignity, he told
{everal of his principal Minifters, with a View
that they fhould, as they really did, tell it
Mr. Watts again, that, upon the firft Intelli-
gence he had of the Motion of the Englifs
Troops, he would cut off that Gentleman's
Head, or caufe him to be impaled. This
was fuch an Outrage on the Law of Nations
as was inconfiftent with the Rank of a Prince,
and muft, by the Rules of common Senfe,
leave any Man in his Circumftances at L
berty to take the Methods that appeared to
him fafeft for his own Prefervation, Upon
this Occafion Mr. Watts acted with a Degree
of Temper and Calmnefs that muft furprize
the Reader. He wrote an Account of the
Facts to the Governor, without any Exaggera-
tion, adding, that he defpifed the Subas
Threatenings, and defired the Select Com-
mittee would proceed as the Company s In-
tere T direCted, and without putting themfelves
in Pain for his Safety. A Circumftance that

» S ™ t! P V]1C~
would not have been inferted in thele M
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moirs, if the Perfon was not alive to whom
that Letter was addrefied.

The Gentlemen entrufted with the Direc-
tion of Affairs, faw plainly the Tendency of
the Suba’s Proceedings. Indeed they were fo
evident, as to fill all the Inhabitants of Ca/-
cutta with Alarms, that were but too well
founded. Experience had already taught
them, how far the Caprice of the Suba might
go; and it was no way improbable, that if
they were {o unhappy as to fall again under
his Power, they might, if poffible, meet with
ftill worfe Treatment, which induced them
to make the beft Provifion they could for
their Defence; and to put the Troops into
fuch Condition, as that, whenever Neceflity
required, they might be able to repel Force
by Force. At the fame time, however, it
was refolved, not to precipitate any thing, to
act with the utmoft Caution, and to lay hold
of any favourable Opportunity that might
offer, towards furnithing Means to extricate
them from thefe Perplexities.

Calcutta was not the only Place where

Doubts and Apprehenfions reigned.  They

wcere
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were to the full as ftrong in Muxadavad, wig
this additional and diftinguifhing Circyp,
ftance, that Difcord fpread itfelf through the
Suba’s Coutt, where the only Oracle thy
every Man confulted was his own Intereft,
Reverfes of Fortune were equally fudden and
frequent. 'The Courtiers that were in the
higheft Favour To-day, were To-morrow in
the very Depth of Difgrace. No Man was
fecure, and therefore no Man was contented;
and which is, and will be always the Cafe in
corrupt Courts, the worft Men had the beft
Chance. Thofe who had nothing to lofe,
had all Things to expe& ; and by flattering
their Prince’s Humour, and complying blind-
ly with all his Commands, the meaneft and
bafeft People about him grew quickly the
moft confiderable. Thofe who had been 1n
the Old Suba’s Councils and Confidence, who
were Men of Rank and Family, and who
had both Eftates and Reputations to rifque,
were, from thofe very Circumftances, Male-
contents. ‘They faw that this Syftem could
not laft long; that a general Confufion muft
enfue; and that a Man, governed entirely b}'
his Paffions, could never carry on public Al

. , ;
fairs with any Degree of Succefs, But t};.:se
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Refle@ions, which their own good Senfe and
long Experience fuggefted to them, {ferved
only to difturb and to diftract, without afford-
fording them the leaft Glance of extricating
either him or themfelves from that impending
Ruin, which his rafh and raw Meafures
rendered inevitable. They perceived plainly
enough each other’s Sentiments, from that
Tin&ure which they naturally gave to every
One’s Language and Behaviour; but they had
no Confidence at all amongft themfelves, and
every Man was afraid of haftening his own
particular Fall, by difclofing or lamenting the
Approach of that common Deftrution, which,
however vifible to their Underftandings, was
by no means a fit Subjet for their Conver-
fation. -

But in the midft of thefe Perplexities a
Ray of Hope very unexpectedly appeared.
The Suba had thewn the Severity of his
Nature, in fo many Inftances, as to firike
a univerfal Terror ; more efpecially as the
Ficklenefs of his Difpofition fuffered no Man
who was near him, and in his Power, to
think himfelf fafe. In fuch a State of gene-
ral Danger, there occured to every One, ca«
pable

i
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pable of thinking freely (the only. Species of
Liberty that even Tyrants Favourites retain)
but one fingle Mode of Security, which cop.
fifted 1In depriving him of his Power, wh
fo conftantly, as well as egregioufly abufed it
The Conception of this availed little, fince
the Attempt was equally difficult and dan-
gerous; and the” failing in it fure to be at-
tended with fudden and certain Deftruion.
There was alfo but one way to move; or ra-
ther to leflen the Rifk ; and this alfo was
very eafily difcovered. It was procuring the
Countenance and the Affiftance of the Eng- |
i2/h. Such as were in the Suba’s Confidence, |
and from that very Circumftance moft afrad

MEMOIRS of

of him, were perfuaded they could mert
very much from the Company’s Servants, by
laying open his Secrets, and thereby fhewing
them, what thefe People thought - they did
not in the leait {fufpect, the Danger to which
they {tood expofed. - Amongit {everal who
reafoned thus in their own Breafts, there Was
one who had a confiderable fhare of Inter?ﬁ
and Authority. His Name ‘was Goder Yar
Cawn Laitty, who, when he had for {fome
time meditated, and in his own Mind tho-

: A o, it wWore
roughly digefted his Scheme, thought it wor
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fo fair an Appearance, that he fent feveral
Meflages to Mr. Watts, fignifying that he had
fomething to communicate to him of great
Importance : But the Suba kept {o many Spies
upon that Gentleman, and thofe Spies watch-
ed him fo very clofely, that it was {fimply
impoffible to comply with Godar Yar Cawn
Laitty’s Requeft of having an Interview with
him, becaufe it was evidently rifking the ut-
ter Ruin of both. Some Days, therefore,
elapfed, before an Expedient could be found
to remove this troublefome Obftacle, and to
give Mr. Watts the neceflary Information of
what were this Perfon’s real Intentions, and
what the Means by "which he propofed to
carry them into Execution.

He at length thought proper to fend to
him Omichund, who has been mentioned be-
fore, in order to draw what Lights he could
from this difcontented Confident of the Suba,
who, after he had conferred with him, re-
ported, that he knew with Certainty his Ma-
fter's fettled Intentions were to break with
and to attack the Englifh, as foon as he had
a favourable Opportunity ;. that he likewife
knew the Suba had retained the French, who

had
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had efcaped from Chandenagore, and i the

fubordinate Fatories; in his Service, who wer
to remain at Pafza in his Pay, till an Qe
fion could be found for employing them;
that the Engly/h had no Method of prevent.
ing this threatening Tempeft from breaking
upon their Eftablithments, but by providing
in Time a Force f{ufficient to refift it ; that
he was willing, whenever the Suba fhould
recur to open Hoftilities, to join Us, and adt
againft him, provided we would affift him in
affuming the Government of the Province;
that in return for this, he would, as foon 2
he was fixed in that Office, grant, by wayof
Recompence, a large Extent of Lands to the
Company, and would likewife pay down 2
Sum in ready Money, fufficient to indemnify
the People of Calcutta for all the Lofies they
had fuftained. Thefe were Communications
of fo dangerous as well as fo delicate Na.
ture, that they would infallibly have turned
a weak Head, or diftracted a timid Mind.
They were received calmly and coolly; #
Points of Information, in regard to which
Mr. Watts could take no Step of himi (elf, but
from which the Perfons who had commuii

cated them had nothing to fear; and W“h
thefe
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thefe Affurances, fuch was their Opinion of
his Secrecy, Sagacity, and Steadinefs, that they
remained perfe@ly fatisfied and ealy, leaving
him {ufficient Leifure to confider and refle&t
upon thefe very extraordinary Overtures, and
to review and digeft the Thoughts that mulft
naturally arife upon fo important a Subjeck.
But, however, reftrained him within the Com-
pafs of Six Days, to procure for this Moorifh
Officer an Anfwer, from thofe who wére en-
trufted with the Management of the Com-
pany’s Affairs at Calutta.

The Situation of Mr. Watts in this Con-
juncture, is much more eafy to conceive than
to defcribe. He was opprefled with Cares,
environed with Perils, and had not fo much
as a fingle Perfon with whom to communi-
cate or to confult. His own Safety, the Wel-
fare, and even the Being of the Britifh Set-
tlements, and indeed the future Fate of thefe
Provinces, depended, at leaft in the firft In-
ftance, on his Capacity, Penetration, and Dif-
cretion. It was a very arduous Tafk to form
any clear Opinion upon this Offer ; it de-
manded much Skill to fet the Motives upon
which fuch an Opinion muft be founded in
their
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their proper Light; and,when all this was done;
it appeared infinitely hazardous to tranfij
Propofitions of this Nature, together with hi
Thoughts upon them, to Calutts, while 4
jealous Prince, in a Country where the Cha
raCter of a Spy is not difhonourable, had
Multitudes of fuch State Implements about
him, all filled with the Hopes of rifing upon
his Ruin. But though perfeély fenfible of
all this, as he muft have been to countera
their Vigilance, he boldly undertook, and as
happily performed, - all that the Confidence
repofed in him, or his Duty to the Company
could demand. He ftated fully the Nature
of thefe Overtures, the Suba’s Difpofition at
the Time, the Charaters and Credit of the
principal Officers about him, their Tempers,
Circumftances, and Conne&ions, the Proba-
bility that fuch a Defign might be carried
into Execution, the Hazards to which it muft
be expofed, and the Methods moft proper
to avoid them. But when he had don¢ an
this, he added no diret Judgment of his
own.  He contented himfelf with giving
Lights, ~without venturing to pronouac
what Meafure ought to be taken. He had

: ard paid by
frequent Experience of the Regard pﬂf; )
them
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b |

thcx;i to his Sentiments, from his ha 'ing cCom-
monly fent them the Draughts of the Letters
to the Suba, which being tran{mitted back to
him, he prefented to that Prince; but he
held this to be a Matter too difficult,"as well as
too delicate for him to determine. He knew
very well there was no {mall Danger in De-
lay ; but he likewife knew, that there was ftill

» -!

more Danger in a rath Decifion, and there

fore he gave none. The Sele& Committee
concurrcd with him in this ; th 1ey entertal wd
the Motion, commended his (,“utlon, {ug-
gefted that he thould continue to keep Things
in Sufpenfe, but direGted him by all Means to
avord concluding any Thing, till he fhould
receive their future Dxrcéhom in .a Thing of

{o great Weight.

It was not long after this, that Meer Yaf~

Jeir Aly Cawn, a Perfon of great Diftinion,
who had married the Sitter of Alivera ly Cawn,
the Suba’s Grandfather and Picducdio' fent
one in whom he could perfectly confide to
Mr. Watts, to difclofe what were hib rcal
Opinions, and how very fhort a Space he
thought was like to mtervene, befcre
the Suba took the Field  once more,

‘ »
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againft the Englif/h. 'This Perfon had itfap
ther in Commiffion to reprefent, that the
Difaffection of the principal Officers, Ciyil
and Military, was in a manner general; that
Meer Fafferr never appeared in the Suba’s
Prefence, without Fear of being affaffinated ;
and that for this Reafon, whenever he was
conftrained to go, he leways caufed his Forces
to be drawn out, under Arms, with his Son
at their Head. In the Clofe of his Dil-
courfe, he added, that a Determination was
already taken, to depofe, for their own Sakes,
Suraja Dowlat; and that if the Englfh would
engage with, and }m,mm, to ﬁ]pport, another
Perfon, 1n aiun,mg the Dignity of Suba,
Rabim Cazwn, Roydeolub, and Bahadar Aly Cown,
were ready to join Meer Fafferr, removing
Suraja Dowlat, whofe Affairs would be then
in a very defperate Situation. Mr. Watts
tranfmitted the Detail of this Converfation
alfo to Colonel Clve, and gave it as his own
Jpinion, that Meer Fafferr was by far d‘l.e
propereft Perfon to be elevated to that Rank,
his Abilities were greater, 1s Reput “f“')
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“

was to be accomplithed by their Forces, as
he much doubted, whether, after all, the
Moors had Spirit enough to attempt fo extra-
ordinary an Enterprize themfelves, it would
be right to form the Outlines of a new
Agreement, of which the old one ought to
be the Bafis; and to frame fuch additional
Articles, as might effeCtually indemnify the
Company for the Rifk they ran, and procure
an ample SatisfaCtion for the Lofles private
Perfons had fuftained, in the Devaftation of
Calcutta, of which no Care had been taken
in the former Treaty; and that, in fhort,
nothing fhould now be omitted, that might
put their Affairs for the future upon a firm
and {table Eftablithment ; {o that, in cafe of

Difturbances in the (ﬂu*lﬁ'\f the S

BN

'

servants of
3
the Company, and thofe who d depended on

it, might bo in a Condition to protet them-
felves.

As thefe Tranfa@ions were of a very del

il=

cate Nature, and were to be condu@ed wit]

il
much Dlicrcti(m and of courfe with {ome

DC A%’ ‘ = C 11\ 3 i > >
lay, the Suba had a Seafon of Recefs, in
which, by 4 Change of Meafures, he might

A

have recovered his Authority, have refettled bxs
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diftrated Government, and repaired all hig
paft Errors. He not only neglected this en.
tirely, but continued acking, in every refpedt,
as if he had aimed at his own Deftruction,
He endeavoured to negotiate Succours from
fome of his Neighbours, who, though they
knew not the Weaknefs of his Condition, and
therefore civilly entertained his Propofals, had
however fuch an Opinion of the Weaknels
of his Condu&, that nothing could induce
them to enter into his Meafures. He con-
tinued correfponding with Mr. Bufiy, from
whom he 1&cncd Letters, which ferved fo
fupport and increafe his Delufion, and to flat-
ter him with the Hopes of feeing an Army
of Twenty thoufand Men in his Dominions,
which, could he have brought them, would
have tended only to have impoveril (hed hss
Subjes, and to have given him new Ma-
fters, under the Title of old Allies. F.Iﬂ
was courted all this time by Colonel Ci
to la Ay down his Arms, to {ettle the few n
remaining unaccomplifhed Articles m e
Treaty, and, above all, to put the ’IdeC
his Territories into its ufual Channel, !
the common Benefit of the Eurpean
the Natives. To thefe Sollicitations he g

311&
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no Anfwers, or fuch as afforded no fort of
Satisfaction ; but, on the contrary, indicated
very plainly, by every Step he took, that he
meditated new Difturbances, and waited for
what fhould appear to him a favourable Oc-
cafion for renewing the War. In reference
on the other hand, to his own People, he
grew every Day moreand more intolerable,
removing, difgracing, infulting, thofe whom
he had formerly treated with the greateft
Marks of Favour and Refpect, and of whom
feveral fled privately and in Difguife to feck
Shelter in the Engli/b Tertitories, and parti-
cularly n that of Caffimbuzar. By this Be-
haviour he not only augmented the Difaffec-
tion that had already fpread fo far amongft
his Servants, but likewife furnithed o many
and f{uch authentic Proofs of his having ftill
the fame Points in View, that he had at his
Entrance on the Adminiftration, and of the
Obftinacy of his Averfion to the Englifb, {o
contrary to the Mutability of his Temper in
every thing elfe, that it contributed exceed-
mgly to fortify the Sentiments of thofe, who
maintained, that the Peace of that Part of
India could never be effeCtually reflored, fo
long as he held the Supreme Power.

G 3 After
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After the Propofitions made by Mr, W
had been duly canvaflfed, and theijr Impor-
tance - maturely confidered, by the Seled
Committee, who upon this Occafion framed
and took an Oath of Secrecy, they were
unanimoufly approved, and the Projett or
Draught of a new T'reaty was tranfmitted to
him. But at the fame time there was great
Latitude left, in cafe of Objetions; and he
was requefted to procure as many and as
large Conceflions as might be, in cafe he
found it impracticable to obtain every one of
the Conditions in the full Extent that they
defired. Indeed they relied fo entirely upon

1at a Blank was left for the Company’s
Demand in their Draught of the Treaty for
him to fill up; and how it was filled up,
will appcar from- the Treaty itfelf. This
was not only expedient but neceflary, he
was upon the Spot, knew the Perfons with
whom he was tre J.tmg, their Connections
and Cifcumftances, -and the Motives which
might render any of thefe Demands agrees
The ufe Mr. Wat
made of this Confidence was {uch as it de-
ferved, and turned not a little to the Advantags
was himfelf per=

e chtly

s ]. ) 4 s
able ot inaqr'cudﬂc.
“~

of thofe who gave it. He

2
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fectly fenfible, and took all imaginable Pains
to make thofe he dealt with no lefs {enfible,
that, not\'mhﬁ-mumg this Change was for
their mutual Benefit, yet the Weight, the
Hazard, and the Expence, would fall prin-
cipally at leaft, very probably wholly, upon
the Englyh. He reprefented, therefore,
effetually, that for fuch extraordinary Aflift-
ance, which alone could put the Means of
making it into their Power, a proper Satii-
faction ought in Juftice to be made, and that
this fuitable Satisfaction fhould be made like-
wife in a proper Manner. He was appre-
henfive alfo, upon this Head, that a falfe De-
licacy might produce future Difputes, and
therefore very prudently provided, that the
unliquidated Demands in the Sketch fhould
be n,duccd to a Certainty. He alfo enlarged
the Sums ftipulated for the Lofies of private
Perfons, “and diftinguithed them under Na-
tional Heads ; that, if poffible, no Jealoufies
or Heart-burnings might arife in the Colony,
when they came to be aClually paid.

The fureft as well as the thorteft Method
of fetting this Matter in a true Licht, and

A A A
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that will at once place it in the firongeft, js4
infert the original Plan of the new Alliance
as tranf{mitted to Mr. Watts, and then the
Project {ettled by that Gentleman, which the
Reader will hereafter have an Opportunity of
comparing with the Alliance concluded.

Copy of the ArTicLEs of Agreement |
fent by Colonel Clve to William
77 +4 ol ’ ol

P‘ N Alliance offenfive and defenfive againft
- A all Enemies : The French Fugitives tobe
taken and delivered up to us; all their Fac-
tories to be delivered up to us, in order (o
be deftroyed; the French never to be per-
mitted to re-fettle in this Subathip; In Confi-
deration of which, the Eng/i/h Company will
annually pay the Amount of Duties ufvally
paid into the King’s Treafury on the Frenct
Trade, or'a Sum not  exceeding Fifty thou-
{fand Rupees annually.

& T & , Y ' ¢l
Reftitution of the Company’s Lofs, by the
taking of Calcutta, and their Out Settlements

alfo Reftitution for the Lofies of all Europed®

2 by




R . —

#be Revolution in BEN G A L. 89

by Ditfo, as may be ftated fairly by Admiral -i
Watfon, the Governor, Colonel Clzve, #1llam
Watts, E{q; Major Kilpatrick, and Mr. Becher. |

Blacks and Armenians are not included.

That the whole of our Phirmaund be
complied with, and all other Grants made to

us, particularly in the Treaty with Surasa \

DJ'lv ](7Z

That the Bounds of Calcutta are to extend
the whole Circle of Ditchdug, upon the In-
vafion. of the Marattes; alfo Six hundred
Yards without it, for an Efplanade.

The Inhabitants within our Bounds to be
entirely {ubject to the Engl/i/h Laws and Go-
vernment,

That we have Liberty to fortify and gar-
rifon our Factories of Cafimbuzar and Dacca,

as we think proper, and a fufficient Elplanadc
be granted us round each.

That Convoys to and from one of our

Sett ements to anothe ) be pe ermifted to pais
without Interruptxon or Moleftation., 5

That

e o
VR e -
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That the Moors fhall ere@ no Fortifica
tions within Twenty Miles of ‘the River
\4\ "y JL\/LJ_I Zt'“”.'(\ to /70(’IL

Th

T'hat a Tralt of Land bé made over to the
Englifh Company, whofe Revenues fhall be

{fufficient to maintain a proper Yorce of Eurg- |
peans and Seapoys, to keep out the Fremd,

and aflift the Government againﬁ all Enemies,

That whenever the Englifh Troops are

called to the affiftance of the Government,
that the extraordinary Expences of the Cam-

’ 1 £ : ¢
paign be made good by the Government. ,-
That an Engli/b Gentleman, in Qualityof

)

Envoy, be permitted to refide at Coutt, and

be treated with due Refpett.

v oA

Minutes of the Treaty, by Mr. #uits,
May 14, 1757,

I. That he will confirm all the Grants the
former Nabob mad

o

/1/b, offenfive and defenfive, againft all

hoar
Enemies, either Natives or Eurcpear

111, What-
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JII. Whatever 4 Lyench are in his Provinces of

Benga#? Babar, or Orixa, to be de-

livered up with all their Houfes and

Faories, and they never permitted

to fettle more in either of tholg
Provinces.

V. On Account of the Compan} S

1 Crore.
Lofs * — ¢« —

* The Rupee is a Silver Coin, ftruck in the Moghol’s
Mints, with an Infcription of his Name and Titles, the
Year of his Reign, and the Place at which it was {truck.
It weighs from 7 dw. 10 § gr. to 7 dw. 11 gr. and the
Proportion of Allay to fine Silver, is as 1 Or 2 to 100.
One hundred thoufand Rupees make a Lack, One hundred
Lacks a Coroe or Crore, One hundred Crores an Arrib.

TABLE of RUPEES.

Lack of Rupees. L. Sterling.
1 — ——— 12,500

10 ——- B — 125,000

20 —_— ———— e 2 50,000
30 —e— —_— e | 378,000
49 — e e £00,000

50 e —_— — 625,000

00 e — 750,000

70 — e — 875,000

80 puy s —_— s 1,000,000

90 o — ~— 1,125,000

A Crojg  ~  — ome e 1,250,000

V. On

(B
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V. On Account of the Lofes of |
EZ()"O[)[’[I?ZS e G 39 Lacki

VL. Ditto Yentoows = —u — 20 Do !

VII. Ditto Armenians

— - 30D

VIII. Ditto for Omichund —. — 30D°,

IX. Whatever Ground there is within he Cal-
cutta Ditch, belonging to the Zenir- _
dors, to be given to the Lnglfh, and
Six hundred Yards without the Dirch
all round, |

X, A Tra& of Land, whofe Rents in the
King’s Books amounts to 100,000
Rupees Yearly, to be bought at a rea-
{onable Value, from the Zemindaty,
and the Nabob to affift us in the

Purchafe, we paying the annual Pil-

cath or Revenue, as ufual, to the Na-
beb. Whatever Profit may arife from
this Zemindary, is to go towards
paying our Military,

; r : A
XI. Whenever the Nabob wants the Affilt

-
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ance of our Troops, the extraordi-
nary Expence to be paid by him.

His Plan of the Treaty was returned, with
Alterations : Some of the Articles were mo-
dified, and a Blank left for the Company'’s
Demand, that in cafe Meer affeir {hould
think it too extravagant, Mr. Watis might
have Liberty to moderate it, and he was
defired to get it carried into Execution ; but
it will appear in the Treaty itfelf, which will
be hereafter given, that Mr. Watts got the
Treaty executed, without any Deduétion or
Modification. This was a Work equally ar-
duous and hazardous, as Things then ftood,
when every Look, everyWord, every Motion of
his was fufpected, and which at the fame time
rendered the procuring its Conclufion expe-~
ditioufly a Circumftance of the utmoft Con-
fequence. In all this, the Rifk might be
truly faid to fall entirely upon himfelf; fo
that it is not eafy to imagine, how any Man’s
Circum{tances could be more critical than his
actually were in this Conjunéture. We fhall
however fee, that they really became fo af-
ferwards, and this in a very high Degree, and
invery many Relpects, from Caufes that could

not
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not be avoided, and which produced a Ty

of unforefeen Events.

It was pretty carly known, thdt Jfr
Jafferr had entertained no very favourghje
Notion of Omichund, but there was a Necels
fity of employing and trufting him notwith-
ftanding, of which though the former did
not complain, yet he did not diflike him the
fefs. In the midft of thefe arduous Tranfs
actions, and when every one elfe had their
Hands and their Hearts full, it came into
Omichund’s Head to pra@ife a little upon
Suraja Dowlat, probably that he might be
{ure of fomewhat, however Things went. He
mentioned to Mr. Watts this very fine-fpun
Project, to which, that it appeared wild and
ftrange, was by no means the ftrongeft Ob-
jection. It was, however, in vain to make
any: there was Money he thought to be gof
and, if it was poffible, he was refolved to get
it. On the Sixteenth of May he went [0
the Palace, . where, exerting his admirable
Faculty of magnifying the Utility and cx.alt-
ing the Credit of the Advice he had to gl"F’
and having firft alarmed the Suba’s timid

Mind, by touching' many Subjets he knew
. were

e
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were difagreeable, and in the Clofe, when
he faw him fufficiently amazed, condefcended
to hint, that he had found means, with great

ifficulty, to come at a Secret of the laft Con-
fequence, and for the revealing of which
he was fure to lofe his Life, if it was fo much
as fufpected that he had penetrated and dif-
clofed it. Promifes of evesy kind were made,
and at length out it came, that the Engi/h
had difcovered all his Negotiations with Mr.
BufJy, fome Circumftances of which he men-
tioned ; that, upon this, they had {ent two
Gentlemen to confer with, and to convince
him, how much more it would be for his
Intereft to concur with them ; and that they
had made, or were upon the Point of mak-
ing, a Peace; which, without doubt, muit
be at his Expence. As ftrange as it may
feemn,  Omuchund prevailed over a Man’s
Foibles, which he had ftudied, and deluded
him into a firm Belief of all he faid, and, in
confequence of this, he procured a Per-
wannah, that is, an Order from the Suba to
the Burdwan Rajah, one of his Officers, for
the Payment of Four Lack of Rupees which
he owed him, and the full Reftitution: of

the rema aining Part of ‘the Mon ey, andrall the

£ Y )|
(yoods,

§oe




96 MEMOIRS of

Goods, of which he had been defpoiled 4
Calcutta. This he took wonderfyl Care t
have immediately executed, for fear of Acs
cidents, that very Night ; neither did ke -
main within the Suba’s Reach long after, He
left Traces, however, behind him, that .
ficiently juftified Meer Saffeir's Sufpicions,
and exerted that Power of perplexing, which
he poflefled in full as eminent a Degree as
that of perfuading. This was one principal
Caufe of thofe new Difliculties, to which
Mr. Watts found himfelf expofed, when he
thought the whole Stock of his Abilities
{mall enough to deal with the old ones.

When the Agreement came to be offered fo
Roydoolub, one of the Suba’s principal Minifters,
but, notwithftanding that, one of the Parties
to this Treaty, he made a Doubt as to the
Poffibility of complying with it. He faid, the
Treafury, fince the Death of the Old Suba
Aliverdy Cawn, had been much drained, and
that though Surgja Dowlat was indeed very
rapacious, yet he managed his Affairs {0 ill, by
keeping his Forces fo long in the Field, ast0
have impoverithed himfelf by a vaft, 3“‘} -
the fame time ufelefs Expence. He alfo lug-

g€ﬂ€d7
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gefted; ‘that pJIZJ ly in the Confufion that
'

1

commonly attends . every Revolution; the
Suba’s Treafury might be plundered, and
then they thould remain bound, without
But to re-

move thefe Difficulties, he propofed it as an

having it in their Power to pay.

Expedient, to divide whatever was found in
the Treafury with the Englyh. Mr. Watts,
who underftood thefe People perfeétly, con-
fented to fign the Treaty with fuch a Claufe,
{fubjet to the Approbation  of the Sele&
Committee at Ca/cutta. But when Roydoolub
reflected, that upon fuch a Divifion he could
pretend to no Commiflion, as he might on

Money iflued in virtue of the Treaty, of

which he had Hopes given him ;  when
Things came to a Crifis; he relinquithed his

Y

F "v' ~ IT\T N 7/ L B
OWn r'ropoial; and refolved to im n the 'l reaty

1
as it ftood. It appeared, that the Appre-
henfions which occafioned thefe Di fputes,
and '})ic T"r:‘:n_'\,*, were infufed into _Ro-f;f-f./z/u
by O m, who gave him to underftand,

B -»\?— P 4, {3
v took Poflefiion

/
*:‘ ’.’ i ]1-.‘v 3 D . . ] 3 . g .
Ol }U’(-‘N/?ux,g;uj, LIJC". wWOouid nNot (eave 1t 33'{11r1
. -
‘ f\f\ $ T2 F Al el "Y‘f\‘v‘ “
in three Years. I'his ole » Man was

not .fatisfied with <‘rixi11<§ this iwoat of his
okillin emba rrafling ; he went much farther s
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without its being known ; and this had gved

the Suba an Opportunity of executing
9
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and as foon as he was himfelf out of Dange,
divalged the Secret, which brought M,
Watts, as well as Meer Ffafferr and the reft
to the very Brink of Deftruction; ‘while a
Calcutta he reprefented the whole Defign as
become defperate and impracticable, becaufe
it was difcovered. It was, indeed, wonder-
ful, all Things, and more efpecially his Be-
haviour, confidered, that it was not fo. How-
ever, this Effe& thefe Rumours had, that
Confufion increafed, Difcontent fpread itfelf
more and more in the Suba’s Camp, and
the Divifions between him and his principel
Officers grew daily wider and wider. Mer
Faffeir was fallen into open Difgrace, re
moved from his Office of Buxy, or Pay-
mafter ; upon which he withdrew, and con-
tinued in his Quarters with his Troops, and
came no more near the Suba. A Circum-
ftance that rendered it next to impofible for
Mr. Watrs, who was fenfible that he had
many Spies upon his Conduct, to have a8
Interview with him, whofe Houfe was ¢
tirely furrounded by the Nabob's Forces,
H his

j. »
1f that had been a Thing he
x'cgafdcdi
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.’ regarded, without much injuring his Repus | ;; i‘n
" tation. The Matter, though fo much em- A
3 barraffed, being flill abfolutely necefiary, and o ‘, il
:

the time prefling, Mr. Watts went to him,
in a covered Dooley, the Manner in which
Women are conveyed in that Ceuntry, by
which means he efcaped Notice, and faw
the Tredty which had béen figned, fealed,
| and {worn to on the Koran, and upon his

Son’s Head, by Meer Yoffi (z,, with all’ th

9"

-

Solemnity imaginable; in the Evéni ing of the
Fifth of Fume.- When this was once dor A
and authentic Advice received of its eing .n
done at Calutta, it removed 2 all Surmifes, )’-
;_ filenced every Sufpicion, and by giving entie
Satisfaction, made way for the taking thofe

¢

Meafures which were requifite for carrying
it into Execution.
But before we proceed farther, it will be
proper to look upon this Treaty, which with
{uch xnmﬁlt.cmolc Diligence Mr. Watts |

ot
planhed, profecuted, and brougl t to bear, in
deipite of the e Sufpicions, Spies, and infidious
Contrivances, of all his Enemies ; by which

the Company’s Commerce, and 4ll their Efta- i

l blithments in this Part of India, were {ecured, "

1 H 2 the
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the Loffes which the Inhabitants of thofs
Places had {uftained, repaired, and the Ho-
nour. of the Nation vindicated. ‘

Tran{lation of the TrEATY made

with Meer 75{17@2’7". |
Wirote with his own Hand.

I Swear by God, and by the Prophet of
God, to abide by the Terms of this
Treaty, as long as I have Life.

-~

M:ir JAFFEIR KuaN BAHADAR,
Servant of King ALLUMGEER. l

TreaTy made with the Admial,
Colonel Clive, and the other Coun- l
fellors, Mr. Drake and Mr. Waits

IXYJHATEVER Articles were agteed
upon in the time of Peace with the
Nabob, Suraja Dowlat, ﬂvﬂ'm‘zﬁn‘ab
Mimalek Skaik Kouli Khan Babattr
and I{vézzt jzmg, | agrec to complk'
with.

1. The
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1I. The Enemies of the Englifb are my Ene-
mies, whether they be Indians or

Europeans.

1L, All the Effe&ts and Factories belonging
to the French, in the Proyvinces of
Bengal, Babar, and Orixa, fhall re-
main in the Pofleflion of the Engli/k ;
nor will I ever allow them to {fettle

any more in the Three Provinces.

IV. In Confideration of the Loffes which the
Englifb Company have {uftained, by
the Capture and Plunder of Calcutta,
by the Nabob, and the Charges occa-
fioned by the Maintenance of their
Forces, I give them One Coroe of
Rupees.

V. For the Effets plundered from the Ezng-
lifb Inhabitants of Calcutta, 1 agree
to give them Fifty Lack of Rupees.

VI For the Effe&ts plundered from the Gez-
toows, Mujfuimen, and other Subjeéts

of Calcutta, Twenty Lack of Rupees
{hall be given.

H 3 VII, For

PR - - T
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’ | V1il. For the Effe&s plundered from the 4.
| mentan Inhabitants of Calcutta, T wil
give the Sum of Seven Lack of Ru.
pees. The Diftribution to be made
of the Sums allotted the Natives,
Engiifh Inhabitants, Gentoows, and
Muffulmen, {hall be left to the Ad-
miral, Colonel Clive, Roger Drak,
['" liam Watts, Fames Kilpatrick, and
Richard Becher, Eigrs. to be difpofed

f by them, to whom they think
proper.

VI, Within the Ditch, which furrounds
the Borders of Ca/c:.ffn are Trals of
Lands belon ging to feveral Zemindars,
befides which, I will grant to the
Englifh Company Six hundred Yards
without the Ditch.

IX. All the Lands lying to the South of Col
cutta, as far as Culpee, {hall be under
the Zemindary of the Englifb Com-
pany, and all the Officers of thoie

Paits fhall be under their Juri{diction;

the Revenues to be paid b‘/ them fﬂ

tne
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the fame Manner with other Zemin-

dars.

X. Whenever I demand the Affiftance of the
Englifh, T will be at the Charge of
the Maintenance of their Troops.

XI. I will not eret any new Fortifications
near the River Ganges, below Hughley.

Y11 As foon as I am eftablifhed in the three
Provinces, the Sums as aforefaid fhall

be faithfully paid.

Dated the 14th Ramzan, in the
Fourth Year of the prefent Reign.

The perfe¢ Harmony that fubfifted be-
tween Vice-Admiral #7z¢fon and Colonel Clzve,
and the intire Confidence repofed in- them
by the Sele&t Committee, was upon this Oc-
cafion, as it had been often before, the
principal Source of that Alacrity, with which
every thing was undertaken. A Train was
immediately provided, a Detachment of Fifty
Sailors, with a full Compliment of Officers,
appointed to affift thofe who had the Direc-
tion of it; and Inftruions were given for
H 4 {tation-

)"
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ftationing a T'wenty Gun Shi Ip above Hughly,
to kccp the Communication with the Am\
open. Thefe Steps were abf oltmlv requifite,
and others of a like Nature were mudcm[y
contrived, and chearfull lly performed, by the
Officers in the Kii ng’s and in the Company’s
Service ; the Sele@ Committee did their Bun-
nefs in Silence; and though there was a warm
Spirit of Emulation, yet the leaft Spark of
Envy or Jealoufy never appeared, though fo
many Corps of different Kinds were ferving
conjunctly in the Expedition. This, as it was

truly fingular, was alfo remarkab ly happy;
for no Ex ploit of this Confequence was ever
begun or profecuted in a2 more critical Situa-
tion, or where any untoward Accident might
have more e alily occafioned a lhk.ppol'ltmm

r

T'he

-

-

I'orces that were to be employed, tho
more numerous than in the preceding Opere-
tions, yet were but a Handful, in compmon
of the Suba’s Army.  Meer Faffeir, who had
feparated his Corps of Troops, was again
joined with the Suba, but without any real

Reconciliation on either Part : Yet this, how-

Cver, was jll"r IC 1t to raile a I)()Ubt, hOW'fﬂf

any Dependance could be formed upon hus
acting ; and what folloy \M plainly_{he ewed

tha

.
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that Sufpicion was not ill founded. There
was no fmall Danger of being furrounded by
thefe fuperior Troops, and if the Communi-
cation with the River had been intercepted,
the greateft Difficulties might have enfued.
Befides thefe, the' rainy Seafon was juft
coming on; fo that, all Things taken together,
and the Hazard that was to be run being
maturely weighed, the Moors embarked in
this Defign had not the fmalleft Reafon to
repine at the Price they paid for our Affift-
ance ; as on the other hand, their own Safety,
and the large Stake for which they fought,
being confidered, the Englifhhad great Encou-
ragement to exert themfelves with that fteady
Intrepidity which they did. Mr. Watts, from
what he knew of the Suba’s natural Dif-
pofition, and what he had obferved with re-
fpect to his Forces, and thofe who com-
manded them, formed fo true a Judgment
of all that might happen, and had previoudly
acquainted the Sele€t Committee with thefe
lb'en.timcnts, that there fcarce fell out any
Fhing in- the Progrefs of this Expedition
which was not forefeen, and in regard to

which therefore the proper Precautions had
not been taken. |

After

‘!
}
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After finithing his Negotiations with M
Fafferr, and taking all the Meafures requifi
for executing his intended declining from
the Suba in time of A&ion, and, if a favour
able Opportunity offered, feizing his Perfop
there feemed to be no farther Neceffity for
Mr. Watts to continue under the Egye of 2
provoked and capricious Prince. . But thi
very Circumitance rendered it expedient;
to diftract his Thoughts, to give him a Dif:
fidence of the Informations he received, and
to afford Leifure for the Preparations making
at Caleutta. His Houfe was furrounded with
Spies, who watched not only his Motions
but his Words and Looks. It may be, the
ftrong Aflurances they gave, that he could
take no Method to withdraw, but they mul
have previous Intelligence, contributed (o hi?
Safety. However, his Condition was moit
unhappy; a fudden ftart of Paffion in the
Suba had in a Moment brought him to a yiolent
Death, at leaft; perhaps, to Tortures. At
Calcutta they had {o true a Senfe of his Dan-
ger, that it was more than once rCPO”Cd’
Suraja Dowlat had cut off his Head, and fe
it upon a Pole. There was likewife Doubts

. - - 1‘6
as to the Means of his efcaping. He cho
{0

-
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to do it with the reft of the Gentlemen on
Horfeback, the Manner leaft fufpected, be-
caufe of the Length of the Journey, and the
extreme Heat of the Seafon, which rendered
it exceflively fatiguing, and not a little dan-
gerous. But when he underftood from Co-
lonel Clive, that every thing refpecting the
Expedition was completed, he happily de-
ceived the Spies of the Suba, and on the
Eleventh of Jfune made his Efcape, though
not unpurfued. It was not to Calcutta he
directed his Courfe, but to the Army,  in
which he continued, and was prefent at the
decifive Action which brought on the Com-
pletion of his Treaty, and thereby reftored
Peace to Bengal. Let us now refume the
Operations of the Britifh Forces.

All things being in Readinefs, the Army,
which confifted of One thoufand Europeans,
Two thoufand Seapoys, Fifty Seamen, under
the Command of a Lieutenant, with Seven
Midfhipmen, and Eight Pieces of Cannon,
began their March from Chandenagore to-
wards Cafimbuzar on the 13th of Fune.
The very fame Day Mz, Hatts joined the
Colonel, to whom he imparted all the

L

ghts,
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Lights, and gave the beft Intelligence
every Relpe&t that was in his Power,
the Nineteenth the Town and Fort of Cutwa,
fituated on the {fame Side with C/mndmagorf,
of that River which forms the Ifland of
Caffimbuzar, was attacked and taken. This
was an Event of fome Importance, as it
opened a free Paffage, which could not have
been eafily forced, if it had been properly
defended. The Army halted there for two

Days, in order to receive {fome Accounts of

the Enemies Strength, as well as to gan
certain Advice of what might be expected from
thofe who were entered into the Party with,
and engaged to fupport, Meer Fajféir ; which,
when it arrived, was far enough from being
fatisfatory or explicit. 'The Colonel, how-
ever, was {fo well informed by Mr. Watts, 8
to the real Caufes of this {eeming Backward-
nefs, and had from his own Experience and
Penetration f{o juft a Notion of the Moors
Mode of aéting, which, without {fuch preViOUS
Acquaintance with their Temper and Manners,
might probably have confounded any other
Officer in his Station, that on the Twenty-
fecond of the fame Month “he paﬁéd the

River, and continued his March direétly to-
wards
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wards Plaiffy, where the Army arrived, and
took up their Ground about One the next
Morning, without meeting Wiﬂl any Difturb-
ance or Moleftation on their March.

This Poft was extremely well chofen for
that Country, and for the Method in which
thofe People make War. It was a:' Grove,
covered on every Side by Mud Banks, in
the midtt of a Plain. At Day-break, on the
Twenty-third, the Suba’s Army advanced
within 2 very fmall Diftance, and with a
manifeft Defign to attack the Englz/b Forces.
He had about Fifteen thoufand Horfe, and
between Twenty and Thirty thoufand Foot,
with upwards of Forty Pieces of heavy Can-
non, which were managed by Frencbmen, upon
whofe Skill and Courage he greatly depended.
The Van was commanded by Roydoolub, and
and the left Wing by Meer Faffeir. About
Six they began to cannonade pretty {martly
on every Side, and this Diftribution of their
Cflnnon gave them two great Advantages;
Firft, as they were much larger, and carried
2 heavier Weight of Metal, they did Execu-
“TOP where the Englifh Artillery was of no
Ufe; and in the next Place, being thus fepa-
3 rated
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rated to a confiderable Diftance fiom cach
other, 1t was impoflible to make any Attemp
to feize them, and therefore all the Colgp
could do was to take the Benefit of his in-
trenched Pofts, and leave his Troops as little
expofed as poffible. If the Siiba, or any of
his Officers, had undetftood well what they
were about, they might certainly have pro-
fecuted their Scheme, and have completely in-
velted' the Engli/b Army, and then the Co-
lonel muft have waited the Approach of
Night, in order to have forced a Paffage
through the Camp, which he in reality had
defigned. But the Enemy; on the contrary,
upon the filling of a fiart Shower about
Noon, withdrew their Artillery within thei
Camp. Upon this, a Detachmént marched
with Two Field Pieces, and took Pofefiion
of a Tank, covered with high Banks, from
whence the Moors had fired with Succefs.
They then would have brought out their Al:-
tillery again, but were prevented ; and thx~s
encouraged the fending Detachments to pot-
fefs two other Eminences, very near an Angle
of their Camp, covered by a double Breaft-
work ; and from thence, as twell as from

: , , ; in
another Emgence, which {till remamcdh.
| their
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their Pofleflion, they kept up a pretty {mart
Fire with their Small Arms..  They feveral
¢mes endeavoured to bring up Cannon to
thofe Pofts, but our Field Pieces were {0

happily poifted, and {o well-ferved, that they
could never effec it. At length the Englifb

fformed that Angle and Eminence at the
fame Inftant of time, though the former was
defended by Forty Fremch, and a very nu-
merous Body of the Suba’s Tronp: who had
likewife in that Poft Two Pieces of Cannon,
and the latter by a confiderable Corps of Foot
and Eorfe. Some Perfons of Diftintion bein

09

killed immediately before, or at the Beginning
of the Attack, the Enemy being hpumu by
that, quickly gave way, and botl

were forced with a very trifling nce to
us, though they fuffered feverely. On this
the nght Wing and Center fled, abandoning
their Camp and Artiilc*'v Their Lofs'm this
Attion fell little, if at all, fhort of Five hun-
dred Men, and l‘em €N Y‘om and Fifty Pieces
of Cannon. Of the Englfh Forces, there
were Twenty killed and Fifty wounded, the
greatelt Part of which were Seapoys. The

the Polts

3
-
h
HovT
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Flight of the Enemy was fo precipitate, that
the Suba, mounted on a Camel, with the

$
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better Part of the Army, arrived at Muxadss
vad, which was Twenty Miles diftant, by
Twelve at Night: The Colonel, after pu:
fuing them Five or Six Miles, halted his
Troops; and difpofed of them in the beff
Manner he Could. Such was the Battle, fuch
the decifive Victory of Plaiffy!

It was obferved during the Adtion, that 4
oreat Body of Horfe, in the Enemy's left
Wing, kept moftly hovering at a Diftance:
But as they made no Signals, though they
fometimes advanced within Cannen-fhot, they
were more than once taught by our Artilery
to retire. However, after the Viftory was
declared, the Colonel was informed that thefe
were Meer Fafferr’s Troops, which remained
on the Field in a Body, and the next Day, In
the Morning, he had an Interview with Mr:
Clive, in which, after congratulating him
upon his Vicory, and applauding his Con-
du@, he fignified his Willingnefs to ratify thc
Treaty, and to perform all tH Articles of 1t
punctually, as foon as it was in his Power
Colonel Clive advifed him to march without
Delay, and make himfelf Mafter of the Ca-
pital Jc»f the Provinces, before Suraja Dowid
conld

wlf‘
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could have Time to recollet himfelf, or draw
together any confiderable Part of his difperfed
Army. Meer Faffeir faw the Utility of this
Advice, which he carried into Execution with
the utmoft Expedition. At his Entrance into
Muxadavad, he found the City in the utmoft
Conflernation. ‘The Suba was in Pofleffion of
his Palace, on the other Side of the River,
with fome Troops about him, amongft whom
he diftributed feveral Lack of Rupees; but
the reft, as had been forefeen, difperfed. A
few Hours after, in a Fit of Defpair, he with-
drew, accompanied only by Five Perfons;
and took with him a large Sum in Gold, and
Jewels to an immenfe Value. Upon the
News of this, Meer Yaffeir immediately paf=
fed the River, entered the Palace, and affum-
ed the Title of Suba, without any Oppofition.
At the fame time, he feized the Treafures of
his Predeceflor ; and Things being in this
Situation, he difpatched Advice inftantly to
Colonel C/ive. As there was fiill a great Fer-
Mentation amongft the People, and no Cer-
fainty of what was becogne of Surgja Dowlat,
* was judged expedient, upon the Arrival of

this News, to fend Mr. #atts and Mr. Wallb-

thither, that they might ufe their beft En-
I deavours
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deavours to quiet the Metropolis, to fortify
the new Suba, in his Difpofition to fulfil the
Agreement, and to put an End to the pre-
fent Confufions, as foon as it was poffible.
They were fortunate enough to. fucceed in
this important Commiffion; and all things
being reduced to a greater Degree of Order
and Tranquility than could well be expett-
ed, Colonel Clve was  invited to pay a
Vifit to the Nabob. On the Twenty-ninth
of fune he made his public- Entry into
Muxadavad, -attended by a Guard of Two
hundred Europeans, and Three hundred Sea-
poys. He was received. there with the ut-
moft Expreflions of Joy, and the loudeft Ac-
clamations of - the People, as well as with the
moft profeund Marks of Refped, and the
warmeft Teftimonies of Gratitude, by Mer
Faffeir, with whom he went to the Palact,
and faw him feated in Form, upon the Mus-
NuUD, or Carpet of State, where he was Ub&
and thereby invefted
over the Pro-
Thus, 18
tion

. > 1
nimoudly faluted Suba,
with the fupreme Authority
vinces, with general Applaufe.

" . ® ) »
syl e s amasing. Revoll
Fortnight's Time, this amazing Re |
- " - ] M rs f A ’.‘ 1 '1",' v s l"‘;:\‘(TC
vas begun and ended, and ‘that happy L1405
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have firrce flowed to the Eg/f India Company,
and the Britz/h SubjeCts in Bengal.

About the fame time the unfortunate Sy~
raja Dowlat was {eized, near Rajamaal : It is
certain that he was in a very low and diftrefled
Condition, with hardly any Cloaths upon hi$
Back, and the Report went, that he fought
Shelter in the Houle of a Man, whofe Ears he
had caufed to be cut off in.one of his Tranf-
ports of Paffion, and by whom he was dif-
covered, and given up to his Purfuers. Be
that as it will, the making him Prifoner was
regarded as an Event of great Confequence to
the new Suba. He was no fooner informed
of it, than he committed that Prince to the
Coftody of his Son, recommending to him
carneftly in public, to take the fureft Methods
to prevent his Efcape; but at all Events to
preferve his Life. The young Man, inftead

of paying that Refpe@ which was due to his
Father’s Commands, no fooner had him in
his Hands, than he caufed him to be privately
put to Death. At this, when the Suba ap-
peared to be difpleafed, his Son alleged, that
the captive Suba had found means to write
and convey Letters upon the Road to feveral

)y 2 Femidars,
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Semidars, in order excite a Revolt in the
Army ; to prevent which, he knew no other
certain Remedy than that of depriving him
of Life, which he thought was likewife bet-
ter ‘done, without expecting any farther Or-
ders. It has been furmifed, and very pro-
bably not altogether without Grounds, that
there was fomething of Collufion in this Mat-
ter between the Father and the Son; a
thing indeed not at all unfrequent in this
Part of the World ; and ‘what made it pafs for
a kind of TJuftice, ' was the Remembrance
that People had, < that this unhappy young
Man, Suraja Dowlat, "had been often em-
ployed in the very fame Ads; by the old
Suba, Aliverdy Cawn, who -availing himfelf
of the fanguinary Difpofition of his Grandfon,
made ufe of him to remove fuch’ as through
Avarice, - Sufpicion, or - Refentment, he n-
clined ‘to have taken away, and then, to fave
Appearances; difavowed the Iact.

Such was the End of Suraja Dowlat, in the
Prime of his Youth, being at the Hour of his
Death fcarce Twenty-five Years of Age. An
End! fuitable to his- Life, which had been
{pent in- Violence and Bloed.: He was 1]:1

turally
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turally rath and headftrong, conceived the
ftrongeft Refentment on the flighteft Occa-
fions, often without any Occafion at all ; and
notwithftanding the Variablenefs of his Na-
tare, and the continual Fluctuation of his
Mind, either executed fuddenly the DiCtates
of his Paffion, or, where that was imptactica-~
ble, perfifted in his bad Intentions, though he
never fhewed any Steadinefs in the Perform-
ance of his Promifes, or any Regard to his
Qaths, which he made and broke with the
very fame Facility. The only Excufe that can
be offered for him, is, that he had a View of
Sovereionty from his Infancy ; little, and that
but bad, Education in his Youth ; and, after
all, lived not long enough to attain any great
Experience, which poffibly might have made
him better, and poffibly alfo might have made
him worfe. His Reign was but of Fourteen
Months, and in that Space he had little Quiet
himfelf, allowed none to his Subjects; and
with boundlefs Authority, and immenfe
Riches, never excited Duty, or fo much as
acquired a fingle Friend, whofe fage Advices
might have prevented his {ad Cataftrophe.
How infignificant then is Power! How de-
fiructive is Wealth ! when they fall into the
Hands

|




e —— ey @

118 MeMorrs of

Hands of him, who only poffeffes that he
may abufe them }

There was a Circumftance attending the
Fate of Suraja Dowlat, that perhaps contri-
buted to make even the Manner of it lefs re«
gretted. Mr. Law, who had been formerly
the French Chief at Caffimbuzar, a Gentleman,
to do him Juftice, of Honour and Abilities,
had colle@ted T'wo hundred of his Nation for
the Service of the Suba, and was within 2
few Hours March of him when he was taken;
upon hearing of which he ftopped. Thisis
a conclufive Proof that he was in his Pay,
and a Circumftance that very fully juftifies
the Engli/h in their Conduc. If he had
reached, and preferved Swraja Dowlat, the
War would not have been fo eafily and o
fpeedily finithed. He who was withoyt
Friends in his Diftrefs, might have agan
found Troops for Pay, or perhaps for Pro-
mifes ; {o that his Death in this Refpect had
a fironger Air of Policy, and contributed t0
add Credit to the Report, that his Succeflor
was not {o entire a Stranger to it as he {eem-
ed. 'This Event likewife made it evident,

that the Article which provided againft the
Return




she Rewolution in BENG AL, 119

peturn of the French into Bengal, was not
either improper or imprudent. Colonel Clive,
who fees Things and their Confequences in
an Inftant, detached Captain Coote, then of
Colonel Aldercron’s Regiment, with Two
hundred Europeans, and Five hundred Sea-
poys, in Purfuit of Mr. Laow ; and though
that Force was fully fufhcient,  yet. he en-
oaged the Suba to fend ‘alio Two thoufand of
his Horfe, that his own Subjeéts and all India
might know, that the French were equally his
Enemies and Our’s, and that being accuftom-
ed, from his firft Entrance on Government,
to fulfil his Engagements, he might learn to
place his own Grandeur in adhering to his
Word, and expect the Safety of his Domi-
nions from the punctual Performance of his
Promifes. A Leffon that could not be taught
ata more convenient Time.

The fetting up the new, or rather reftor-
ing the old Form of Rule, was entirely due
to the Englifh, and the Suba and his Sub-
jefts were alike fenfible of it ; which was a
Point of equal Honour and Advantage to the
Nation. It afforded a ftrong and glorious
Proof, that we, who in fo long a Courfe of

I 4 Years
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Years had never given the leaft Trouble or
Uneafinefs to the Government, were yet able
to do ourfelves Juftice, when there was go
other way left to remain in Quiet, On the
other Hand, all the Advantages gained were
by the fair and open Method of a Treaty,
in which the firft and moft difficult Part was
performed by us, and not taken violently or
by force of Arms; though at the fame
time 1t was evidently in our Power to have
done 1t, if it had been at all in our Will,
When, therefore, Colonel Clive and Mr.
Watts applied themfelves to the Suba, for
the fpecific Performance of that Agreement
which he had made previous to his Acceflion,
the Juftice of their Demand was without
Hefitation acknowleged. The State of the
Treafury was laid before them in the moft
candid Manner, {o as to Jeave them not the
leaft Reafon to doubt, that what Roydolub
mentioned as an Objeion at the concluding
of the fu.u.y was a real matter of Falt; and
from the Diffipation’ that had happened fince,
the Suba was not in a Condition to fulfil his
romifes, and difcharge all his Obligations at
once. Befides, it was for the Intereft of the

Hnzlifh, as well as for the Reputation of the

Coms
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Company, to fupport the Government which
had been the Work of their own Hands, and
not leave a Prince whom they had raifed
1o the Subathip, with a Treafury abfolutely
empty, fince fuppofing this in their Power, it
muft have exceedingly diftreflfed him, and
no lefs difgraced them.

In this State of Things, the Propofition he
made feemed too equitable to be rejected. He
offered to pay down a third of the whole
Sum, to make it up one Moiety in a very
fhort Space of Time, and to difcharge the
Remainder by equal Payments, in the Space
of Three Years. This, therefore, was ac-
cepted, from a moral Perfuafion that he, who
parted with one Half in Confideration of what
had been done for him, would likewife pay
the other Half in the limited Time, to fecure
Affiftance, in cafe any thing more was to be
done. - Thefe then were the real Motives to
the Agreement, which indeed took its Rife
from Neceffity, a Law that maintains its
Rights under every Government, and in all
Climates. There is a known Cuftom through-
Out Jndia, and in that Country more than in
a0y other Cuftom has the Force of a Law,

that
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that Ten per Cent. is paid as Treafury Fees
upon all Sums received, which thofe Gengle.
men had Weight enough with Roydoolub o
reduce to Five; and by the Help of this Con-
ceflion, every thing was very foon adjufted,
and the complete Moiety came into the Com-
pany’s Poffeflion. The candid Reader will
probably think that Colonel Clive and Mr,
Watts did, upon this very momentous Occa-
fion, all that it was in their Power to do, and
this was alfo their Sentiment ; for as foon as
more was in their Power, they took care to
improve the Opportunity for the common
Benefit of all concerned. A conclufive Tefti-
mony -of the Uprightnefs of their Intention,
in the whole of this Tranfa&ion.

This wonderful Sunfhine of Profperity at
Calcutta was fuddenly overcaft, by the Death
of a Great Man, to whofe Virtues and Abi-
lities the Inhabitants were indebted, in a very
high Degree, for all the Happinefs they pof-
fefled. This was Gharles Watfon, Elq; Vice-
Admiral of the Blue, whofe amiable (&alitit.es
in private Life added Luftre to his public
Chara&er. His Sentiments were noble, g€

nerous, and humane, his Manners graceful,
eafy;
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ey, and polite ; no Gentleman was ever
nore capable of gaining the Efteem of thofe
with whom he converfed, and no Officer
ever underftood better how to exercife the
Benevolence and Sweetnefs of his own DIf-
wfition, without impairing his Authority.
In his Station  he was Active without Hurry ;
Vigilant, without feeming to be Bufy; and,
with an open Countenance, ever attentive to
his Duty. His Orders were obeyed with
Pleafire, becaufe they were enforced by his
Bxample ; and he was himfelf ready to do
more than he ever expelted from others.
His having the Command in that critical
Conjun@ture, was, from the Beginning, look-
edupon as a fingular and fignal Blefhing to
the Engli/h fettled in the Indies ; and every
AGion of his afterwards confirmed that No-
tion. No Wonder, then, that his Death was
confidered as a2 ‘common Calamity, and his
Lols regretted as 2 public Misfortune. He
was interred on the Seventeenth of Auguft,
.When an unfeigned Sorrow was plainly vifible
n‘the Face of every ‘Inhabitant; and a vo-
luntary univerfal Mourning exprefled, in fome
Degree, the true Senfe the People had of his
Merit, and the Effe@s that had been derived

to
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to them from thence. Indeed, they had bee
inconfolable, but for the Hopes they hyd
ftill left in Admiral Pocoek. Hopes! " that did
not deceive them, and which have been pro-
ductive of new Honours to the Bririf Flag,

It was to the Attention of the Adminiftra
tion at Home, that the Company and the
Subjelts of Great Britain in India owed
thefe potent and timely Succours ; and, which
was of no lefs Confequence, the prudent and
happy Choice of the Officers who command-
ed them. The French, though deficient
clfewhere, had a confiderable Naval Force
in the Jndies, and were for this Reafon very
confident of their Succefs in that Part of the
World; * in -which, perhaps, they had not
been deceived, if, upon the Demife of Vice-
Admiral Watfon, the Command had devolved
upon an Officer of lefs Merit, or even upon
an Officer whofe Merit had been lefs known
or lefs eftablithed than that of Mr. Pacoct.
As it was, the Spirits of Brit:/b Subjects \.VCFC
not deprefled, or thofe of the Enemy raifed.
They had already known and felt his QOU‘
rage, and he made them very quickly fenfible

of the Extent of his Capacity. The)’lféw
im
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him equally active and vigilant : Their Squa-
drons no fooner appeared, than they had his
n View. He was the Guardian of all our
settlements, and the Bane of all their Arma-
ments and Expeditions. His Sagacity defeat-~
e many of their Defigns, his Dexterity and
Difpatch: difconcerted others, till, by his Vic-
wries, he ruined, not their Reputation only,
but their Strength in- Afia, as completely as
oher Admirals had' done in -Eurcpe and
America, - Thefe are Fa&s indifputable ; and,
as they are conne&ed with our Subject, we
may take- the Liberty of mentioning them,
without ‘giving Offence to that Gentleman,
whofe Modefty renders him as amiable, as
his other Virtues have made him confpicuous.

But to return to our Subject.

All Infant Governments are in their very
Nature fubjedt to Diforders. The new Suba,
{oon after the Departure of Colonel Clive, felt
.fufﬁcicntly, that, contrary to the firft flatter-
Ing Appearances, his Adminiftration was not
?horoughly eftablithed... Some of the Nabobs
m his Province, dubious of his Intentions
towards them, made no great hafte to ac-

knowlege an Authority that might be pre-
judicial
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judicial to their own'; and in the Indses, this
kind of Delay is ever confidered s Difobe.
dience. Befides, Meer Jaffeir remembred the
Advice which the Colonel had given him g
Parting, -which was, to acquire 2 Reputation
for Firmnefs from his earlieft A&ions, if he
meant to tafte Quiet in the remaining Part of
his Reign. He refolved, therefore, to em.
ploy his Forces againft thofe, who, though
they did not prefume to queftion his Title,
fhewed, notwithftanding, a Reludtancy to
acknowlege it. He found, however, a
{fudden Stop put to his Operations. At the
Beginning, fome of his Officers weére intradts
able; ‘and his Troops in general were uns
willing to move. He was entitled by the
Treaty to Affiftance from the Englih, and,
upon his making the Demand, Colonel Gz
marched inftantly to his Relief. ' His Forces
were not numerous ; but he brought with him
a Reputation that carried with it a ‘Perfuafion
that he was ever irrefiftable, and 'his very
Prefence in' the Suba’s Camp reftored Obe-
dience to that Prinice.  Colonel Clive, and
Mr. Watts who attended him, took this OD
portunity to follicit ‘the affigning: Funds 10f

the Money that was ftill due, and obta{mig
0
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fom. the Suba, though not without fome
Difficulty, all that they defired.

They likewife defired, and obtained, that
the Company’s Grant of Lands might be ex-
ended Northward from Culpee to Rangaful-
b, which, befides the Augmentation of Ter-
fitory, was in other Refpects 2 Matter of

Importance,

The Nabob of Patna, whofe Name was
Ramnaram, againft whom this - Expedition
was made, upon the Approach of the Suba’s
Ammy, offered to {fubmit, and to pay his Tri=
bute regularly, if he was continued in his Go-
yernment, and the Suba’s Promife was guas
rntied by Colonel C/iwe. The Suba requeft-
ed this as a Favour of the Colonel, and
defired that he would write a Letter to the
Nabob, which he accordingly did; and up-
on the Faith of that Letter, he came and
made his Submiffion. The great Product of
Patna s Salt-petre, about which there had
been formerly continual Difputes between us
and the Dutch. At prefent, it was in the
Hands of neither ; but was ftill a Monopoly
under a Leafe. Colonel Clive and Ms. Watts,

4 who
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who knew the Confequerice of fuch ap Ags
quifition to the Engli/h, propofed the giving
it in Leafe to them, at the fame Rate, which
would be no Prejudice to the Suba ; and the
Junc&ture being favourable, this Propofitior
was complied with likewife, by which the
Company are annually Gainers of about Two
Lack and a half of ‘Rupees, or fomething
more than Thirty thoufand Pounds Sterling:
It 1s evident, therefore, from thefe Inftances,
that no favourable Opportunity was let flip,
no fingle Occafion loft,” that could be turned
to the Company’s Advantage.

This Expedition, as it effeGtually fixed the
new Suba in that Dignity, naturally brings
the Memoirs of this Revolution to their Pe-
riod. . We cannot, however, conclude withs
out obferving, that as there could not be any
thing more melancholy than the Sitiation
of the Company’s Affairs, when the Settles
ment of Calcutta was overwhelmed and des
ftroyed, fo nothing can be more fatisfactory
than to contemplate the Advantages that have
refulted from this Alteration to the Edf

India Company, the private and particular

Sufferers, and the Brifzfh Subjects who either
refide

o c——
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+fde in, or may hereafter go and refide in,
Bengal. In reference to the Company, the
Treaty with the prefent Suba procured them
an ample Indemnity, without tying them
down to a Specification of Lofles, which
would have been not more impoflible than
improper. The Sum was fuch as became the
Rank and Grandeur of him who gave, and
was admirably fuited to the ' Situation and
Services of thofe who received. 'The Point
of Security is ikewife fully provided for; the
Settlement may be fortified in fuch a Man-
ner as to remove all Apprehenfions ; at the
Gme time that thefe mighty Conceflions are
made, they are made in 2 Method that ren-
ders them doubly valuable, not through
Fear or Compulfion, but with all pofiible
Marks of Confidence and Efteem. The In«
terefts of the Company, and the Country
Government, are declared to be the fame;
and to prevent any Sufpicion of Alteration,
they are allowed an unrivalled Superiority;,
ad the Enemies of the one are to be of
Courfe the Enemies of the other. There is
3 Provifion, as far as fuch a Provifion can be
made, that this Conjunction of Anterefts {hall
ROt be temporary, but perpetual; fince the
K Com-
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Company is at Liberty to take whatever Meas
fures fhall feem moft expedient for the Safety
of her Settlements, which is as much as
could be either expected or defired,

The Regard fhewn, and the Provifion
made, for all Degrees of Perfons, who fufe
fered by the Subverfion of the Colony, was
equally equitable and honourable, The Com-
pany, and thofe who depended upon it, fhared
the good as well as the ill Fortune that at-
tended the different Adminiftrations in Bene
gal. 'There were many of the European
Sufferers, who were abfolutely ruined and
undone ; reduced from Opulence and Eaf,
to Mifery and Want, by a fudden, unforefeen,
and inevitable Misfortune. Thefe were re-

[ra—,

{tored to the whole of what they had lofk
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ton in fucceeding Times, which otherwife it
might have had 5 and this too in many Re-
fpe&s The extending this Reftitution to the
entootos and Armenians, was not only a very
exemplary -but a very generous Act of Be-
wiolence, founded in Principle. At the
ame time that it attached the particular Per-
fons who were relieved, it raifed the Reputa-
ton of the Company. It revived the Spirits
of thofe ufeful Inhabitants, and gave a new
Spring to their Aivity and Induftry, which
were not only falutary Comcqucnces at the
Time, but will be found more fo in their
Effets, and facilitate the Execution of thofe
Defigns, that will be hereafter mentioned.
This Tendernefs for other Nations, this laud-
dle Defire that they fhould fhare in the
PIOfperity, who had been hurt by the Ad-
verfity of the Engli/h, might be fet in a far
fironger Light, if placed in Comparifon with
the Conduct of others, without {tirring out

fondza s but as that would be invidious, it
i better omitted.

This ftupendious Revolution may be alfo
Coniidered as equally glorious and advantage-
0 5 . . > ’ %

W10 the Brssi/h Nation. We may be al-

K 2 lowed
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lowed to fay, becaufe the Fact cannet be di.
puted, that it is a fignal Proof of the Utility
of Maritime hmpuc. As Commerce carries
the Subjects of Britain every where, Britif}
Subjelts every where experience Britifh Pro-
teCtion : There are no Limits to our Naval
Power, but thofe by which the Creator has
confined the Globe. The Eaf Indiz Com-
pany was faved, and her Affairs reftored, by
the Attention and Arms of that Government
by which fhe was ereCted. Many of thofe,
who would have totally loft the Fruits of
Iong Labour and various Hard{hips, and who
muft have been Beggars if fubject to any
other Power, are again eafy in their Fors
tunes, and fome of them have already trani-
ported their Effects to their native Country;
the proper Return for the Afliftance they de-
rived from her maternal AffeGion ; and as thefe
Events have diftinguithed the prefent Age
and the prefent Adminiftration, fo thﬁ‘lf

Eftets will probably be felt in fucceeding

Times. The Company, by an Acceffion of
Territory, has an Opportunity of making
an ample Settlement ; which, under pro-
per Management, may be not only €X-

tremely ferviceable to her, but alio 10 the

l\ atbu ‘,
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Nition ; and having a Revenue from thefe
Lnds, the Mint at Calcutta, and the Leafe
i the Salt-petre at Patna, which amounts in
de whole to One hundred thoufand Pounds
 Year, there 1s Provifion againft future
Dungers upon the Spot, and without farther
Expence. Thefe Benefits have clearly arifen
ton that Revolution, of which we have
gien an Account, and are due to thofe who
ondu@ed it. May the future Emoluments
dothe like Honour to thofe who fhall here-
dier have the Care of the Company's and
e Nation’s Concerns in the Indzes !







