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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE former Edition of this Work
having met with a favourable recep-
tion from the Public, the Editor has been
€ncouraged to enlarge it, by the addition of
{everal new Plans, and has likewife added,
by way of Appendix, the Journal of Mr.
Charmichael over the Defert, from Aleppo
to Bufferah; which, from the many ne-
ceflary informations, and judicious remarks, -
will be both an ufeful and entertaining
Companion to thofe who may have occafion
to make that journey, and be the means of
procuring further infight into the fituation
and remains of thofe antient Cities, men-
tsioned in Sacred Hiftory.

It may be fatisfaCtory to the reader, to
know fomething of Mr. Charmichael ; I
fhall therefore acquaint him, that he was
in the fervice of the Eaft India Company
at Bombay, where having f{ome difputes
with the Governor and Council, he cime

over




2 ADVERTISEMENT.

over to England, in order to lay his com-
plaints before the Court of Direors, leav-~
ing his affairs in India unfettled.

His conduct was fo much difapproved,
that inftead of meeting with redrefs, he
was difmifled the fervice; and on his ap-
plication for leave to go back, in order to
{ettle his affairs, was refufed a pafifage on
board any of the Company’s thips.

‘This occafioned him to take the journey
over the Defert. On his arrival in India,
he entered into the fervice of one of the
country Powers; and after meeting with
many adventures, and experiencing great
viciflitudes of fortune, he at laft died in
diftrels at Surat.

s, e ——————"
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GLOSSARY, or EXPLANATION,
Q F

PersiaN, MoorisH, and Inprax Names mens
tioned in this Work,

A

Amdanny, IMPORTS.

Arzdafht, or Atgee, A petition.

Aflammees, Dealers in different branches of

trade.
B.

Bang, An intoxicating juice of a vegetable,

Banka Bazar, Formerly the Oftend factory.

Batta, An extraordinary allowance to the
army in the field, or where gar~

~ rifon provifions are fcarce.

Begum, Princefs ; meaning without care.

Betel, A leaf, fomewhat like that of a kid-
ney-bean, growing on a vine in
the fame manner, and common-
ly ufed by all degrees of people 3
who chew it mixed with Chinam,
and the Betel-nut, which is the
produce of a different plant.

Bootans, ‘The inhabitants of Aflam.

Bramin, A prieft.

Buckferrias, Foot-foldiers, whafe common arms

are only fward and target.
Buckfhee, or Buxey, Treafurer to the Mogul, or pay-
mafter of troops. '

Bundar, A Cuftom-houfe.
L.

Cawn, or Khan, A title of dignity.
Chinam, or Chunam, Lime, fine and unflacked.
Chop, A {mall feal, on which is engraved
' the name of the Mogul, and the
year of the Hegyra.
Choultry,
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Choultry,
Chout,

Chowkeys,

Chubdaar,

Circar,

An open houfefor all travellers.

A fourth part; but commonly ufed
for the tribute exacted by the Mo-
rattoes.

Or Chokeys, Barriers or turnpikes 3
or the guards at the ftairs, or land-
ing-places.

An ufther.

See Sircar.

Coffres, or Caffres, Negroes brought to India from A-

Colleries,
Cooley,
Corore, or Crore,
Cofs, or Corfe,
Coffid,

Cowle,
Dawgahs,
Decoyt,
Dewan,
Dewanny,
Dooley,
Dummadah,
Durbar,
Duflutary,
Duftuck,

Firman,

frica, and trained up as foldiers

by the Europeans.

Inhabitants of the woods, under
the government of the Polygars,

A porter, or laborer of any kind.

Of rupees, an hundred lack, or
near 1,250,000 l. fterling. See
lack.

A meafure of diftance from two
miles to two and half.

A foot-meflenger, or poft.

A protection.

D.
Or Darugahs, Cuftom-houfe offi-

cer, or collectors,

A robber.

King’s treafurer.

Superintendency over the royal re-
venues.

A woman’s chair, like a fedan.

A river.

The court, or council, of a Mo-
gul prince.

An impoft of ten per cent.

An order.

X
Or Phirmaund, A patent figned by
the Mogul ; a royal mandate, or
grant,

Fouzdar, Fowj’dar, Or Phoufdar, A governor, mili-

tary ofligcer, or renter.
Gentoo,
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Gentoo, or Zentoo, Native Indians, who remain in a

ftate of idolatry.
(Gomaftah, A broker, faltor, or agent,
Gunge, Grain-market.
Gwallers, Carriers of Palanquins.

| 5 ot

Hackeries, Carts or coaches drawn by oxen.
Harkarahs, Spies.

Jageer, Jaghire, Or Jaqueer, A territory or diftrict,
granted as a mark of honor, or
allotted as a penfion.

Jaggernaut, The Gentoo pagoda.

Jemidar, Jem-7) O#icers of horfe or foot, of the
mautdaar, or fame rank with the Roman cen-
Zemidar, J turion : fometimes it implies pco-

ple of rank employed about the
principal perfons in the govern-

ment.
K
Khan, See Cawn,

Killedar, The governor of a fort.
Kiftbundee, Times of payment of the country
revenues.

L.
Lack of rupees, About 12,5001, fterling. See
Corore,
M.
Mackulka, An obligation with a penalty an-
nexed.
Maund, A grofs weight between 70 and 8o

pounds : but variable in different
places ; for at Surat it is only 37
pounds one half.
Moonthee, Or Moonfkee, A Perfian fecretary.
Moories, W riters.

Moors,
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Moors,

Muchulcas,

Mufnud,

Muxadabad,
Muckfadabad, §

Nabob, or Navob,

Naib, or Neabut,
Nobut,

Omrahs,

Paddy,
Paddy-grounds,
Pagoda,
Pagoda,

Palankeen,
Paragana,
Parfees,
Patamar,
Peons,

Pergannahs,
Perwannah,

Pettah,

Phirmaund,
Phoufdar.

Podor, or Shroffs,

Polygar,

Pondary, Foorea,

‘The Mahometans of India; but
they are improperly fo denomi-
nated.

Bonds of obligations.

The throne of an Indian Prince.

Or Moorfhadabad, The capital of
Bengal.,

N.

A governor of a province, appoint-
ed by the Soubah. See Soubah.

A deputy to the governor of a place.

A drum, or mark of royalty afflum-
ed by the Soubahs of Bengal.

O.

Privy-counfellors to the Mogul,
and men of the firft rank in the

empire.
P.

Rice in the hufk.

Rice-fields,

An Indian temple.

An Indian coin, worth feven fhil-

lings and eight pence fterling.
A kindof canopy-bed for travelling.
A diftri& of country.
Worfhippers of fire.
A meflenger, or poft.
Foot foldiers armed with a broad-
{word, er a match-lock.
Villages.
A letter, order, or command ; and
fometimes a grant from the prince.
The town furrounding an Incian
fort.

See Firman and Fouzdar.

A money-changer.
The Lord of a diftrict.
Farmers diftint allowances on
grain at the Gunge.
Ponfways,
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Ponf{ways, (Guard-boats.

Pettahs, Grants. _ ;
Pykes, Officers relative to the fervice of
the lands.

R.
Raja, The higheft title claimed by the
Gentoo princes.
Royran, The king’s ofhicer for receiving the
: revenue.
Rafftanny, Exports,
Rumnzh, Diftri& for the royal game.

Rupee, or Roupee, A filver coin, about two fhillings.
and five pence fterling.

S.

Saneds, or Sunnuds, Grants, or commiflions from the
Mogul, Soubahs or Nabeobs.

Sardar, An officer of horfe.

Seapoys, or Sepoys, Indian foot foldiers, hired and dif-
ciplined by Europeans.

Seer, A meafure, forty of which is @
Maund, See Maund.

Shroff, A banker. See Podor.

Siccas, Coin of the country.

Sircar, A general namefor the government,
or perfons concerned in the ad-
miniftration.

Sirpah, A rich drefs of the country, beftow-

ed by the government as a mark
of diftin&ion on particular per-
{fons.

Soubah, Soubahdar, Or Suba, The viceroy of the Dec~
kan, or of Bengal.

Sunnuds, See Saneds.
§ e
Tank, A pond, or pool of water.
Tanka, The revenue appropriated by the
Mogul for maintaining a fleet at
Surat.
Tankfal, A mint for coinage.

Telinga,




X1V RGO S5 A RN

Telinga, Telingas,

Tom-Toms,
"Topafles,

‘Tunkahs,

Tuzfaconna,
Ginanah,

Vakeel, or Vaqueel,
Vizerut,

Zemin,

Zemindary,

Zentoo,

‘The Carnatic country ; and fol-
diers raifed there, or {epoys,
fometimes called Tellingas.

Drums.

A tawney race of foot foldiers, de-
{cended from Portuguefe marry-
ing natives, and called Topaffes ;
becaufe they wear hats.

Affignments upon lands; or rents

afligned to the company.

W ardrobe and feraglio.

V.

An Englifh agent or refident at the
Nabob’s court : alfo an agent or
minifter for the Moors.

The grant for the Vizirfhip.

Z

Ground.

An officer to take care of the rents
arifing from the public lands.

See (Gentoo.

THE






C PAPUTUL PATYU UV PITIUINO G )
R WL L
Lo G s H
WY peny A
CAvaeng
P EPUMIT B PAOTEG YTULLTGT ]
LU LTI
" PUOT QLOT POST D)
AP T \»\Q..st e
AL UG PO |
' Saousaspayy *




I

=559 Ge

N ()
WNe, TSy
e O (537

o Ak & TS 4Bl U ¢ B

Tegr=D R

E &S0 =l NP T8

: % _
B Q1500106 1 .
The Author’'s woyage from ENGLAND £0
o’ G o/

b %
Ij O D"/I in ,.‘A.L X.‘ro

O IEET. TV L R

Voyage from the Downs to Johanna. Account of fome
Jea-fifl : the fying-fifb 5 bonitos 3 albacore y dorado
Shark 5 fucking-fifb 5 pilot-fifb 5 yellow-tails.  Ac-
coynt of fome [ea-birds 5 the tropic-birds; alba-
troffes y noddies y and boobies. Account of a water-

£ 1T was in the ftation of a cove-

nant {ervant, and writer to the

7w, Lalt-India company, that, inthe
podre month of March 1 I em

. " \l /,' ‘% o ~ ¥ L--\ ~ o
@k@?’&n@ Qf@ ba.inzci on u’uard one of |
SESRAR glfis8 pany’s {hip’s, named the
. @ Al Charles oites -
4 hnluﬂ,  Lial'lCS Oi.iuc;ﬁ COITi=
mander, bound for Bombay and t -the
former of which places, I waz to |
difpofition of that prefidency.

VoL, 1. B

5 1
i .Ord

4 'l : |
o ott 1incer ﬁ Y £
O ILAL QIACIN L Rl




? ]
I o ﬂu o v' a6 "
«ﬂ& Aol - L = .rb >~ 1! Q g
S = L 190 A - L O
N ﬁ\(a = S e ) poey 1 0
o qv < - O - e siny -t p— W = N 1% .
L e = T A =es L g ; S IR P o I o
OD - -y O 3 ¢y = > P o =4 (4B ] S O N ) a W o
o ¥ SR ) .-t ' o G o C.O - 4 s & O s
= = ‘ 2 2 vy e B~ s¥el q o4 s ) DN & Q)
- e B mcxu w R R T ~-q = B O [ BB R = g & = C) it Ol o8 R Tl
QL P ~ Mot D B Y v W O (@) LS - o < b.l i — o o Y
oA R LS . o0l 58 ol | e S A v “ 808 aa” 8o EETT
@} ¢ @
: 2 4) > I = g 5] .O ST - O\ o o O 501 VJ.O - e =~ . (4 EWs | b < I/ ot
% Sy - oo SIS > o N e s Y 2 D 3 Al e BT &t g & a8 3 o O Ep D = -3
& 5 C 0t C w8 ol S5 g o Ewoa g $E & 20w E°F 8 o
t D S ¢ . e . " 3 ’ -
= L & 5 = oo O LORRE N = = = 5 O e T S W ol & oo ¢ b+ ) Wi 0 G a &
= s QO . o e < ) - Ot 3 = D o sl e B O : 0 = o 0O A .,11 F -4
4 e EP e Qg . L = O D = O (@]e % = - Vm PR < e I A o ] !
- Soe 8 - T 5
e BEE = 9 4 8 b O et O §.~1a £ Gal o oS0 g s S 8y, B
r e — ? b 4 —~ — (@) -~ O cm ot o - N A e St W ty ~?
(&) \/ < M 5 LS +d O n # (© ] -t O ( 2 Q - o ¥ n 02 (5 M s bt -
Q) o, Vi —d por | D Q 39 N oS 3 P s QL @ o L e ol ==
O o > v p. p—— o3 D) ~— - U 0 < > NU) .t L b - $od et a3 = a fv
fx < —_— =g 4 -t o » - i ~ O 3 4 St - o~ g o = W o3
= A..UL = Waper ..W,L o~ el X o P e A (> 5 - Mh.. O o V S o e o) (1300 o " i
-~ - —— —r— < +
P e e W.;_ .,i,l.“ ' @) (.M. RE R e 5 * N e () L 6 e .o e O " N N |y Yl 7S
4 % e ngge » Ny — e <J on “Na v O o o> g o = 0 T o Y o TR o R uy .
A e @ Y~ a o~ - i RS il | S - &3 S5 T e o T P O 9 2 C & =
o T ol g wiene w ¢ a B 5 ¢ o - sv=t £ vy Tt S P e = el
. G qb.l“ Q o - U rL a L .\7.& L s P . Q. ps - g o e o ») a) (@) § B
T Y r = O U O L (ol -~y w2 [ ST V0 SRS > e e W - O el & ol NPy O a3
o " g e Tﬂ* — oS d) -~ KA . e p - - -0 ) \J — : o O Y- :
T s o (R - O == BV e O = w 4 ' i @ TR O gy =« ” o T o el o L)
4 [ WGP e R = R e AT o rE R OO =Y < Gl L T < [ Ry - @ O LI > ﬂa e L = ¢ 3
4 S e C r— - s> . 3 - - > . .\ 2 L : I 2 o P
O W e K  Ery S O o O = A 7 1 D W B P o S S o D= O S o
Vl S )y o o S O @ —= o U ™~ Q o 3 B et g Bos b o o & w2 O 4 5 Y
S o o JR. & . At
b il TN - C o v - >l o - d O Q) g 4 - i €3 3 B ~N s O @ B -y
Y| PN o = P S 5 i e - = = g 2.3 Y RS 7 P el Lol v . > [ o - T S = >
5 O 53 e = r— N g o W Q Ohe O 8 b T o > T o I &N oy Sy e W e
Qo e e T YR QU U & &~ CcOw Qs ,,ofQ g % B S .
- P o —~ din 4 & . - - oo { - pd o i pm— P
o) ..m; h& oh.= . Rl o ool = A o e = e 8 N ) = A o e b= Pl S el ° = O &
> = s . . . - . ~ s e o
- A I SR AP T e B 26 T (Sl 8 T [, gy N4 e R o PRI o Q@) LT o i :
B0 P R e e Qo S~ U i Al o Lo ARt o & vics N e @ e e
[ 1) =t o e TS a s ¢ o G ¢, ) v O = .,L J S e D (55 1 - e Rk a
3 o S S e O g o 0 S ~ g A g ow ded S £=A e oo S N e o 9
"e > M PR e = —_— e b e C L) (@ T I Sl Sl P~ o 0O &8 S A , P —
<t W [0 wd T e B o Gt -0 .t - g, i s - (S e £l © & Py - .
- 1) Y ~ D A e “ o o a = oy ¢ P ' f\u ¢ f 3 a)> vy | o) O ™=
soc gl on! § [Nl co iy 4 ) = Lay w y . e pur T e jh e o ¢ i AR, SN o I - T
- oy = O — Y r— e e ~N M o . 1) — ey ¥ 4 Gaon. = o iy = 2 SO D
o e A R | P N - Q) T S wt (a1 ) , O ) — * n o o=t — e et
~ s - - O o [l =1 S 3 3 prc g e T e o Y Y O O o S
1 O X it , S = &1 G 4 < ~ S « 3 25 - ¢ N 1 . o O L,
o S w S QD Bo—= B AR S g B O 80 == L Uy B = et
ool - 2 SRR D S e S Lo ST g 88 E g 9 =Byt BYDBAG =
w O M e o » = = S ) £ > €42 (gt B g3~ e " g = 5 oo g S e 2 .\l‘p& T
o4 A~ 0 T B T I o R < - (A = St 0y ot W L0 p= e S Ch ~t S = g - - L) s
’ e Bl A ) @] " 7 Wi (O L v > 3 M8 N, O = = RN B R 3 S 0~ 8w a — e
.(;‘\ Ny (S5 & s v ~ » o . - = ety { P Y ey o=t g =3 v=—y O SRR -~ ¥ (O v T e -2 - -
o £Y) =vriy Y e B2 S St S oo e o (= 5 AL (01)) = W o i
&3 B G e NA o 'R = B Qo 0 - = N =y g C (@) =
N . P ) 1% e "oy Y C — "2 > % » P £ B 05 B T B o o 1y Q2 o o o3 O on = O
o AR S R = Qb= o o <A e B 3 mn S A g ey ey bed P L T < 8D ian Y
ey DL C2 RIS @1 3 ® = T T T e R g S G e =3 o A Lo el o Vi TRy @ QU
8 e et L e B ¢ { ey -9 = b “ > O — ) "4 - i O T IR - YL = R 4
g = = o i = il e P B & N O LY > b STRCCOHE" < e 5> O A PO == ye @ & o2 A
& A2 : R 3 ~ boe { N peed O ~ PR, > L o=y o ” Py e M Y =4 a N - L * il
S we >3 (PR N S = o € = - s e M s o 3 A e | P LN = - S o =0
- $ ¢ 9 | 9 at (e - 2o Sem - . e 2
BT BNS &< ¢ O O G S w O = T w 8 ! 3 ﬂ L © e Okt @) o+ B0 Lo o
e L e O W = muw = S = - 1O e WML o b~ o 0l o e 5 o3 i o) v WP " \ck Y. (51 s
b s ‘ | —— R 3 = ! : B 2
L 2.2 c 0.5 S = Rt Sk TN i ) LR/ in o= om
S Q o PRI Ay T iy Q Crpas a3 S ' g &
svq KD ey S o e o I B SR - 1) S i 5y
el T e AR - e o £ o S B o> 2
ey & o~ Q w S 57 —
- S | s = a) =
) n s 30 e -
a . 1
- Veod -nllM g
—
=t .h & o
s Ay vt P = -




Léll

-
)

b

WIEE S

g
- wennd
o
- ~p
-2
L ,lJ
¥ B o
~ .
o g
-
8 v
« W
qen | el .
&
L -

¢ dmed d
P g
7~ L
(&
r~ =
= i | .
= O Comt
> S
A o \
— - Oy =
7~
it .
e e
o x
' =
P S |
N J
Q )
~ h’ 2 o
&
™ ML
- R 6 P
=t -,
p
v
i )
N = -
—~ @
’ 3
{r
e el
2 L e
e re— "
s -4 J
- X |
g 3
el My ¥ ol
o ey N
Pl et

3

~ ¢
]

L

Y

the tro

Qver-




———— A — .
e A ——

|
|
\
|

e

- -

4 A VOYAGE TO

water, on being purfued by the larger fifhes of
prey ; as thofe fins continuing {pread muft ratu-
rally gather fome air. But 1 much doubt, whe-
ther what is called their flight is not more proper-
ly an extended leap (like that of the flying-Iquir-
rels on fhore, to whom the expanfion of a2 mem-
braneous fold, that makes part of the {kin of their
hind legs, ferves for a kind of wings) and that
their neceflity of replunging into the water, 1s not
fo much owing to their fins drying, in fo fhort a
foace as 25 or 30 yards, and requiring wetting a-
frefh, 2s to the force of their fpring being fpent.
There are many fifh, befides them, that take very
confiderable leaps out of the water, though not
of fuch a length as they do, from their fide-fins
not being fo well adapted for a continuance of a
motion compounded of flying and leaping. So
faris certain, that they have no guidance from their
fight, but are urged headlong onward by a me-
chanical impulfe, infomuch, that they not unfre-
quently fall into fhips, and efpecially in the chains,
which being lower than any part of the gunnel,
ftop, and receive them. 'They are a very well-
tafted fith, and often feen in great fhoals, flying
from the purfuit of the Bonitos, Albacores, and
Dorados, whofe choice prey they feem to be, very
few of thofe fithes being caught, without fome of
them being found in their ftomachs, and accord-
ingly the beft baits for thofe {pecies are an imita-~
tion of the flying-fith, which being {fwung to-and-
fro, reprefent theit flight, fo as to deceive and
bring them greedi’}y to the hook. Nor does this
fith find enemies only in its own element ; for fe-
veral fea birds, watch hovering for its emerfion,
and dart down on it, with fuch quicknels, as to
i =1

PO IR e e . P e e g (B L] S n oS
make it their prey, before its 1@-ph‘sr_~.g6, 10 that 1t
p ;
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{uffers a fatal perfecution in both elements.
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THE EAST-INDIES. 5

It was not till about the latitude of thirty, that
we faw and caught feveral Bonitos, a filh of the
fize of a middling {almon, to which it is not un-
like, but rather thicker for its length. This fifh
undoubtedly takes its name, from its relithing fo
well to the tafte of the Portugueze, the firlt navi-
gators on this ocean, that tliey called it Bonito,
which anfwers in our tongue to delicious. Not
that, in effec, it is remarkably fo; but very pro-
bably, was fo welcome to the firft captors of it,
perhaps on the dearth of freth meals, that they ho-
nored it with that appellation, which has con-
tinued to it ever fince. It isa very firm, and not
unpleafant fifh ; but rather dry, and requiring a
rich fauce, to entitle it to its name : though dry-
nefs is a reproach that in fome degree belongs,
generally {peaking, to thofe fpecies, that may
properly be called ocean-fith: to which it is no
contradi&ion to obferve, that they are fometimes
taken near the land. The Bonito feeds upon all
{mall fith, efpecially the flying-fith, with the imi-
tation of which they are often caught, and often
ftuck with the fith-gig.

Tur Albacore, is another fith of much the
fame kind as the Bonito; but grows to a larger
{ize, fome being taken elpecially by the hook,
from fixty to ninety pounds weight and upward.
The name of this fifh too is taken from the Por-
tugueze, importing its white color. They are ra-
ther drier eating than the Bonito. For the reft,
their prey, and method of catching them is the
fame, and both are at certain feafons infefted with
a worm, that makes them in an agony {pring out
of the water, fo high as to fall into boats, when
in the way of their leap.

WitH refpect to the Dorado, it may be ob-
ferved how difficuleit is, for an appellation, when
once fixed, however wrongfully applied, to be

A3 fhaken
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THEs EAST=INDIE:S. 7

Without prefuming to decide the queftion, I can
only fay, that it can hardly be thought, that fo

many authors would have treated fo currently of

fpe"ms entirely non-exiftent, however fome of
the m mi 511: mix the falfe and marvellous in their

accounts of it: and as to the form, the difference
arifing from the curvature, is pm’mb’y ov;'?ng to
its being conftantly reprefented in the point of
leaping, “when either the ¢ eye 1s. decetved Ly the
quicknefs -of the tumble, or the porpoife really
bends the body, in a manner anfwerable to the
ufual delineation of the dolphin, which, with the
fimilar proje&tion of the fnout from the head,

feem to authorize in fome ((‘5 ee the conjetture
of the porpoife, being no other than the dolphin
of the az tients 3 at leaft, it is not {o thoroughly
different from t?:@ reprefentation of it, as the do-
rado, the ’L‘za of which befides is much too {mall,
for its having an ny pretenlion to pafs for it.

THE ”1““’, which 1s fo common a fith near the

land in {everal parts of the lower latitude:

unfrequently met with in the main-fea ; but then
it 1S Clmf*y 1n alvns, or vc1y light breezes, when
it will follow a fhip for a confiderable time, unlefs
betrayed to the hook by its natural voracity : for
it 1s commnniy too large to be maftered 1 by a har-
poon, o"f th-gig.  Any thing almoft for a bait

will ferve; but it 1c uires a {. rong hook to hold
it 3 and tho‘fc of the larger fize, thr‘: noofe of a
running-tackle to brmg them on board : where,

1

ze all
e al

as {oor as tuey touch the deck, they ma

fhake again with the viélent Sounces of their tail,

c %,h' ¢ of breaking a man’s leg : yet they are pre-
t] fuodf d by a cut of the ax on -it, which

, ‘ {; t':w the
~‘~\— l) i1at (& A Y
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are {foon dif :
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twenty feet and upwards. It has no fcales. The
fkin of it is rather rough, like thagreen, than very
hard ; of a deep brown, and fomewhat greenifh
color, and whitening by degrees to the belly.
One of them will generally make a meal for the
whole fhip’s company ; but then they are the ran-
ker, in proportion to their fize, and at beft af-
ford an indifferent repaft: the fins enly except-
ed, which though covered with a {kin hard enough
to be ufed as 2 flate to write on, when jerked, or
dried in the fun, afford however when prepared,
according ‘to the Chinefe cockery, a very delicate
dith. They cut them out in ftrips, or rather fila-
ments, which when feafoned in their manner, arc
ftewed into a tender griftly fubftance, extreamly
well-fafted, and is by them efteemed one of thole
rare provocatives to venery, that at once ftimulate
and ftrengthen.

Turs ffh muft however have been much more
effeCtually the terror of the {eas, had nature en-
dowed it with an agility, and difpofition of parts,
o to that of its voracity, which is fo efpe-
ially affifted with a dreadful triple row of teeth, as
harp as razors. But, befides its not beingthe fwifteft
. its mouth, by being placed confidera-
y within the projeftion of its fhout, towards the
elly, obliges it to turn on its back, or at leail fide-
ways to fnap at its prey, which it does fo heavily,
that good fwimmers will, with a knife, either for
diverfion, or for the fake of fhewing their fkill,
attack it inits own element, and diving under the
belly, where the {kin 15 very foft, rip it open, or
oblige it to fheer off.  How they engender cannot
he afcertained ; but it is certain, that the females
yre not only viviparous, the young OnEs being
found alive in their bellies, when taken, but they

occafionally afford them a retreat in It until they

P EE
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L
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TuerE is alfo another fort of them, called the
bottled-nofed fharks, of a dark blueifh hue : but
of thofe I never faw any caught; and being look-
ed on as not fit to eat, they are rarely meddled
with, unlefs purely for {port.

Tuis fith too has, like its name-fakes the hu-
man fharks, on the land, its dependents, or under-
fuckers, as well as its fcouts or guides to its prey.

Tue fucking-fith then aptly enough reprefents
the firft, being a fmall fith, rarely above a foot
long, and often much fhorter. They faften upon
the fhark, by the means of an oval-fhaped mem-
brane of a texture, admirably adapted for that
purpofe, with which they ftick fo clofe to the {kin
of the fhark, commonly on its fides or back, as
not to part with it, even when it is taken, and no
ftrength of hands can hardly feparate them, if
pulled againft the grain of the fucker ; but fliding
them on forward, with the grain, they ealily e-
nough come off ; and this force of adhefion con-
tinues whilft there is any life in them, as may be
proved on applying them to a table, or any hard
fubftance. It doubtlefs annoys the thark in the
nature of vermin, drawing its fultenance from the
flimy oozing of its body, whilft it can neither
fthake it off, nor come at it to deftroy it. The gills
of it are placed in an inverted pofition, opening up-
wards. It is of a dull muddy flate color, and of
no ufe for food, having neither fubftance nor tafte.

Tue other {pecies of attendants on the fhark,
are what is called pilot-fith, which fome writers
have confounded with' the fucking-fith, though of
quite a different {pecies; being perhaps one of the
beautifulleft fifh that fwims : {eldom above a foot,
or a foot and a half long, ftreaked tranfverfally
with blue, and a yellowifh brown, that have a very
pleafing effect in the water, but lofe much of their
lively glofs when taken.: Thefe fith are ofteneft

3 feen
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30 A VOYAGE TO

{een in fmall fhoals, fwimming immediately a-head
of the thark, or near him. When a bait is thrown
out for the fhark, they clufter to it, without at-
tempting to nibble themielves, but by their mo-
¢ions to and fro, feem to guide the fhark towards
it, from whence they derive their appellation of
pilot-fith ; when in company with the fhark, they
rarely take the fmall hook themfelves ; but when
they have loft this their confort, or follow a fhip,
either fingly or in fhoals, they will then fometimes
bite, and be caught. They are efteemed, for
their fize, the moft delicious eating that the ocean
affords, having nothing of that drynefs reproach-
able to the other fifh of it, as before obferved.

Tuere ate alfo often caught, with the hook,
or harpoon, a filh, called yellow-tails, from the
color of that part, from one to three or four foot
long. - They arevery eatable, but inferior in point
of tafte, and beauty of color to the dorados, which
they otherwife much refemble in their make.

As the above-noted fpecies of the fith-kind are
what chiefly occur in the paflage, I imagined, I
could not without impropriety entirely omit them 3
and, for the fame reafon, fhall juft make a fum-
mary mention of the fea-birds, that are moft
commonly obfervedin the track of this navigation.

NEar, or within the tropics, as the term 1m-
ports, are often {een what are called tropie-birds :
white, of the fize of a large hawk : with nothing
cemarkable but a length of feather, that proceeds
from their tails.

ALpaTrOSsES, which are met with more fre-
quent as you approach the land, are a very large
bird, and from their fize, received from the Por-
tugueze the name of Alcatruz, or Oftriches (hav-
ing no other refemblance to that bird) from which
by cerruption is derived Albatrofs. Thefe are the
birds, which are the moft cruel enemies to the fly-
ing-filh: and their beak is fo fharp, that it enables

them,
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them, as r*wy dart down on the wing upon any
fith, they fee on thefurfrce of the water, to {coop
out a piece of it, when too large to carry the whole
away. '

THE noddies and boobies, being of the fize of 2
large duck, p!ainly receive their name from their
fillinefs, in fuffer “mrf‘x nielves to be taken by the
hand, as they perch Lpon the yards, or other
pars of the thip : which cannot be from wearinefs,
being web-footed. For the reft they are too tough,
and fith y, to be eatable.

Tuurspay the 1oth of May, we faw a water-
fpout; which burft very near us. Its firft appear-
ance rJL mbled a black fmoak, fomewhat in the
fhape of an inverted pyramid, This is a body of
water, colleCted between a cloud and the Turface
of the {fea ; but we had no occafion to fire at it,
which is eften done to diflipate it by the explofion,
They are fometimes mny minutes in falling, and
irritate t’nz‘: water to that degree, as to picduce a
great ebullition and foam. If it burﬂ"s on the deck
of a thip, it will go near to fink it, with the great
we ght of water, Wlth which it is pregnant: but
I believe, tncr are few inftances known of fuch an
accident, this phpnomf’uen being always in the
day-time, and the danger eafily avmded by forc-

ing its difperfion, or ﬁeermd clear of it.

Besipes that, and the common incidents of
land-falls in our way, we had no remarkable oc-
currence, unlefs that on T huxfday the »th of June,
as one Stedman, the carpenter’s mate, was about
fome little jobb on one of the fhip’s fides, and
being C(.lCl\_ib in his hold, a large wave came fud-
denly, and walhed him into the fea; immediate
notice of which being given to the captain, we
orow\-%‘“ to all ﬂaaawg, and threw over a large

an empty calk, of the latter of which
he ma,:;';;v oot QJ!Q, and the boat being expedi-

tloufly
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tioufly hoifted out, and manned, they were juft
¢ime enough to fave him. Though he was allow-
ed to be an excellent {wimmer, the fea was fo pro-
digioufly rough, that he could fcarce have kept
2 minute longer on the cafk, without being wafh-
ed off. We were going at the rate of feven knots,
or miles, an hour, W hen this accident happened,
which made the faving him a very hazardous point.

SaturDAY the 28th of July, we anchored hap-
pilyin the road of Johanna, having been now ncak
four months fince our departure from the Downs.

c H A P I

The five COMRO iflands. ~Account of JOHANNA.
View of it from the road. Boats come off, and
their nature of dealing. Of the other four iflands,
CoMRr0, MAYOTTA, MoOHILLA, &nd ANGA-
zejA. Landing of the fick men for refrefbment.
T he town of Johanna. Of the founder of that
government in the prefent family. Soil and trade.
A trip into the couniry. T be king goes on board
1he ExcLisy veffels. His [ubjséts way of beggIng :
their boufesy diet s drefs 5 treatment of infants
language, and religion. Their land and fea ani-
mals 3 their fruit. Departure from Johanna : and
arrival at BOMBAY.

r3\HE view of this ifland to thofe on board-
fhip in the road, is of iefelf fo extreamly
pleafant, as not to eed the circumftance of its be-
ing a landing-place, after fo long a run, torecom-
mend it. The hills high, and covered with ever-
gTeens down to the water’s edge, and difembofom-
ing to the fea, in a delicious valley, altogether form
one of the moft pleafing landfcapes that can be
imagined 3
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imagined ; nature there luxuriating into a roman-
tic wildnefs, with which the eye, if not more de-
lighted, is at leaft lefs aptto be fatiated, than with
the tame infipid regularity of art.

Tae thip was no {fooner anchored, than fur-
rounded with a number of canoes, hurrying on
board with refrethments of allforts, of the pro-
duce of the ifland 3 and it was humorous enough
to mark the confufion, and ftrife, among the
rowers, who fhould get firft to their market, the
fhip.  They are fometimes overfet, when the fea
is any thing high: but, without any danger to
their perfons, being excellent fwimmers, and lofe
only their liztle cargoes of green-trade. Thefe
canoes are moft of them ballanced on each fide
with out-leagers, compofed of two poles each,
with one acrofs, to prevent their overfetting. They

ufe paddles inftead of oars; and make no diftinc-
tion of head or ftern. Their larger boats, called
panguays, are raifed fome feet from the fides with
reeds and branches of trees, well bound together
with fmall-cord, and afterwards made water-proof,
with a kind of bitumen, or refinous {ubftance.
The maft, for few have more than one, carries a
fail or two, which is made either of coconut leaves,
or theer-grafs matted together; and in thefe boats
they will venture out to fea, for trips of three or
four weeks, and fometimes longer.

IT was common, not many years ago, for the
natives who came off with refrefhments to the
fhips, fuch as freth coconuts, plantains, fowls,

goats, &c. to deal entirely by way of barter, for

<

handkerchiefs, rags, glafs-bottles, bits of iron, in
fhort, all forts of frippery, without any refpect
tomoney. But of late they begin to know its va-
lue; and itis only the moft inconfiderable articles,
that they will now part with, in that manner; yet

they
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they ftill afford every thing cheap enough, not to
be repined at.

Jouanna is one of the five Comro iflandss
which take their name from the largeft ifland
Comro, the other four being diftingu! uled by the
names of M ayotta, I\/Iomhc Angazeja and Jo-
hanna. This laft lies in the L::ua:i:—: @f 12 degrees,
fifteen minutes fouth: all of them oppofite to the
African fhore, between which, and t'h' great ifland
of Madagafcar, is formed what 1s called the Mos=
zambique-channel, from Mozambique a {mall
ifland belonging to the Pu‘w;_)vlww, where they

{

(D

have a very confiderable fettlement, cloie upon the
continent, in the l;;a.tit;'\;dc Of 14 {outh.

Comro, the largeft iffand, is not at all frequent-
ed by the Europeans ; becaufe it has no fafe har-
bor, or roadftead to it : befides, the natives have
the character of a barbarous, untraétable people,
that will fuffer no commerce with ftrangers. Per-
haps too, not without reafon : as it was common
for the Portugueze c1geu ally, in the early times
of their navigating thofe feas, to take the advan-
tage of the ilmphcuy of the inhabitants, unac-
«mamtcd with arms, and incapable of defen ce, and
land parties out of their vefl els, to rob, and coms
mit all manner of outrages on the natives, not un-
frequently carrying them away flaves; a t_,;;'k:c:clx.zrc,
which may have given them a traditional averfion
to, and jealoufy of all ftrangers in g*:uﬂ:‘}‘&l: and
very probably the revenge they might |

on the next comers, without c“uml' in of the in-
nocent, may have gained them that in ho it,;-.;.zbie
character, which is to this day continued to them.

MavorTa, Mohilla, and ;’%ngz;s. :_‘J‘:.; are . alio
little reforted to, on account of Li‘; fuperior ad-
vantages of Johanna, in the {; fety of its roaditeady
whxch, joined to the more ;:*.'if';:td difpofition. of



THE EAST-INDIES. 13

its inhabitants, have rmarly engrofied the cuftom
of the Europeans & ouching the L for refrefhments.

On a fmp s arrival, and anchoring on the welt
fide of the ifland, where the ro:”l is ; it is the com-
mon practice to pitch a tent athore, made of the
fails and fpare-booms, for the reception of tite
fick, who, tho nmx never fo much difabled with the
fcurvy, generally recover their health furprizincrly
quick ; as much doubilefs by the fpecifically revi-
ving influence of the earth itfelf, as even by the
variety of excellent refrefhments, m_Lh which the
country abounds, as oxen, goats, fowls, fruits,
all admirable in their kinds, and the freth water
perfectly good. The danger is for the common
failors, who arrive well and in heaxth, left they
fhould by their intemperance, elpe ally in the raw
fruits, contract, or hy foundations fox diftempers
to break out when they get to fea again.

It has been faid, that “the lying athore is preju-
dicial, on account of the moift V@pots diffufed from
the nemhboun'“ hills : but I rather think the un-

. wholfomenefs to confift chiefly in the *niufhcxency
of the lodgment under a tent, tO refift the keen-
nefs of the night air, and the damps of the at-
mofphere, rxﬁnf* mrPCt y from the earth itfelf.
This I fubmit to the ,avﬂ"nt of the phyficians.

From the fpot where the tents are puched is
about a mile’s walk along Qﬂou, to what 1s called
the town of johc.x,m, to come at which you crofs
over a {mall rw let, very near it. ‘This town, or
more properly fpeaking, village, is compofed of
about two hundred houfes and huts together,
Thofe which being of ftone, may ;Mhﬂps deferve
the name of houfes, belong to the hief, who 1s
honored with the title of king of jo hanna, and to

the principal men of the country. Their beft
buildings, at leaft all that I faw, are but of one
ftory, and even thofevery low. They {uffer f
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gers to come in familiarly to their firft apartment,
all the others being referved for their families.
The houfe where the king refides is built of {tone
and mud, and does not make a figure fuperior to
a common Englith alms-houfe, being wretchedly
furnifhed, aukwardly hung with pieces of coarfe
chintz, with here and there a {mall trumpery look=
ing-glafs. Yet with all this inferiority of parade
and ftate, in comparifon with what is feen in more
extenfive and civilized dominions, the title of
king is not fo abfolutely’ improper to the chief of
this ifland, which contains, on a grofs calculation,
about thirty leagues in circuit, feventy-three vil-
lages, and near thirty thoufand inhabitants; he hav-
ing all the effentials of royalty, an unlimitted power
over his fubjeds, both in temporals and {pirituals.

TrE grandfather of the prefent king, if I may
then have leave to ufe that term, was an Arab, or
Moorith trader to Mozambique, where, on a
quarrel with a Portugueze fidalgo, or gentleman,
with whom he was dealing for flaves on that coalt,
he had the fortune to kill his adverfary, and was
thereon obliged inftantly to fly, and put to fea in
the firft boat he could feize on the fhore, when the
firft land he made was Johanna, where he took
refuge. Here meeting with an hofpitable recep-
tion, he remained fome years in obfcurity, until
an Arab tranky being driven in there by firefs of
weather, he made himfelf known to his country-
men, for whom he procured all the relief the place
afforded.

In the mean time he had {o perfectly acquainted
himfelf with the language and manners of the
inhabitants, and was {o captivated with the fertility
and pleafantnefs of the country, that he not only re-
linquifhed every thought of returning to his own,
but laid a fcheme to cbtain .for himielf the fove-
reignty of this; in which he was greatly coun-

tenanced
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tenanced and affifted by the Arabs his countrymen,
who. came into his views, for the advantage they
expected toreap from his fuccefs.

He proceeded not on a‘plan of violence, but of
infinuation, in making himfelf neceffary to the
natives, whom he inftructed in the ufe of arms be-
fore unknown to them, efpecially the zagay or
lance, which thofe of any confideration among
them, now ‘handle with dexterity. This then,
with other methods of war which he taught them,
entirely new to thefe fimple favages, proving of
fingular fervice to them, againft the inhabitants
of the neighboring iflands, efpecially of Mohila,
with whom they had conftant bickerings, fome-
times invading, and fometimes invaded, acquired
him fuch a confideration and authority, that he
foon availed himfelf thereof, and procured him-
felf to be eletted their chief or king, and invefted
with a defpotic power. Yet this was not obtained
but by degrees, and by great art : themfelves too
being divided among one another. ~ As {oon, how-
ever, as he had carried his point, he made them
repent of their credulity and confidence. For not
only ftrengthening himfelf -by calling in fome of
his countrymen with their families, but choofing for
his guards the moit bold and determined of the
natives, he was prefently in a condition: to efta-
blith an arbitrary government. Such as ‘endea-
vored to oppofe him in his ‘pretenfions and inno-
vations, he forced from their families, and fold
for flaves to the Arabs; who, on this alteration,
encreafed - their refort there for trade, which they
ftill continue. In fhort, he fucceeded fo entirely,
as to overcome all oppofition, and to bequeath the
peaceable fovereignty to: his fon, who was about
forty three years of age, when this his father died,
and who had no farther trouble or conteftation
with his fubjeéts, until he alfo dying, a few years

Yor. 1. C ago,
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a0, left two fons, of whom the eldeft is at pre-
fent the governing chief.

Waen a fhip arrives, it is neceflary to obtain
his licence for dealing with the natives 5 efpecially
for the greater articles of refrefhments, fuch as
goats and oxen, as well as for wooding, watering,
and landing the men : the permifiion for which is
however purchafed at a wvery reafonable expence,
of a few prefents of fome yards of {carlet cloth, a
lictle gun-powder, a few mufkets, or other Eu~
gopean coammodities.

As the foil is of itfelf fo naturally fertile, to pro-
duce every thing they covet for food, fo their con-
fitutional indolence keeps them fatisfied, without
any attempts at improvement, by tillage or culti-
vation. ‘The Arabs, who have alfo extended their
controul to the neighboring iflands, which are in
fome fort of fubjection to them, find it worth their
while to come to Johanna in their trankys, which
are a kind of uncouth veffels, of feventy to a hun-
dred tons, and carry back ladings of coconuts,
with fome cowries, a kind of fhells, which are an

article of trade; and perhaps a few flaves. It is

Som  them that the Johanna-men have lately
learnt the weility of money, in purchafes from
them, of coarfe piece-goods, and other’ India com-
modities. |

Tuere are deubtlefs too, among the great va-
riety of plants the earth yields here in a wanton
profufion, fome valuable fimples, of which the
power and falutary virtues remain unknown for
want of a fufficient botanical enquiry 5 which I am
:aduced to mention, from one of the natives there
having made himfelf very ufeful, by the lictle fkilk
and knowledge he has acquired in them, purely
by dint of his own natural genius, without any
afliftance of education. This man, mow much
advaneed in years, and known by the nick-name

of
W
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of Purfer-jack, fpeaks Englith fluently, and is
readily ferviceable in all intercourfe with the na-
tives : but what he is chiefly confidered for among
them is this, his uncommon knowledge of medi-
cinal plants, by which he has done furprizing
cures, and what is more, without fee or reward.

Tue fecond day after our arrival, having an in-
clination to go up into the country with another
Englifh gentleman, a paflenger in the Benjamin,
captain Meard, I applied to this man for a guide,
who accordingly procured us two ftout fellows, that
underftood a little broken Englith, as indeed mia-
ny of them do, who have any dealings with the
fhipping.

As we fet out pretty early in the morning, we
made afhift to penetrate about five miles into the
country before the fun began to be any ways trouble-
fome; and this was no {mall ftretch, confidering
the mountainous way we had to go. We had fow-
ling-pieces. with us, and the view of excellent
fport in fhooting, could we have reached the places
where we might perceive the game lay: but we
could not conquer the alcent of the hills, though
we endeavoured to fcramble up them on our hands
and knees. We were therefore obliged to reft fa-
tisfied with what fmall birds prefented themfelves,
in the vallies and hills that were pafiable. We
made our breakfaft on pine-apples, and the milk
of cocoea nuts, which ferved to quench our thirft.
About noon, coming to a beautiful piece of water,
we feated ourfelves in the thade by the banks of it,.
to make a fecond meal, as well as to enjoy the
tinkling of feveral little fprings, and natural caf-
cades, that fell from the rocks, and according to
their diftance feemed to found a gradation of
notes, fo as to form a kind of "agreeable foothing
water-mulic, )

C. 2 TuE
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Tue orange and lime-trees, which ftood in great
numbers about that {pot of ground, bending un-
der the weight of their fruit, diffufed a moft fra-
grant odor. There were alfo pine-apples which
grew wild, of eleven and thirteen inches  circum-
ference, of a much vicher. flavor, than thole I af-
terwards met with in India. Our guides too made
us diftinguifh a number of goyava, and elpecially

lumb-trees, the fize of whofe fruit is about that
of a damafcene, and leaves.a pleafing relifh on the
palate for fome minutes after it is eaten. All thefe
growing promifcuoufly, and without the leaft ar-
rangement or order, combined with the falls of
water, and the ftupendous height of the furround-
ing hills, covered with trees and verdure, and in
their various breaks and projections, exhibiting the
boldeft ftrokes of nature, altogether compofed
what might, without exaggeration, be called a
terreftrial paradife, compared to which the fineft
gardens in Europe, with -their. ftatues, artificial
cafcades, compartments, and all the refinements
of human invention, would appear poor indeed !
here it was impoflible for art to add any thing, but
what would rather {poil than adorn the {cenery.

[T was not then without regret that we quitted
fo charming a fpot, after having feafted our eyes
with the beauties of it ; to which it may be men-
tioned as no inconfiderable addition, that there was
no fear of wild beafts, or of venomous creatures
mixed with our pleafure, the ifland being fo hap-
py as to produce none. We returned to our tent,
well paid for the flight fatigue we had undergone
in this lictle excurfion.

Tue king refides for the moft part about nine
miles, according to their computation, Up in the
country, feldom coming down to what they call
‘heir lower town, on the fea fide, but when the

' | European
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European thips are lying there, and is then ac-

companied by a numerous retinue.
Waen he comes on board our veffels, which

he rarely miffes, he always exprefles a great defire
of knowing the name of every thing that i1s new
to him 3 and as he has a tolerable imattering of

the Englith tongue, 1s very inquifitive concerning
is efpecially well pleafed

our wars in Europe, and is €

with the civility of our captains, who regale him
with European fare, and who generally falute him
with five guns, on his paying them a vifit, and
the like number at his departure. This laft is a
ceremony he would not willingly difpenfe with ;
becaufe this mark of refpe@ gives him an air of
importance among his fubjects. |

His attendants, who do not altogether ftand fo
much upon ceremony, as their fovereign, have a
forward way of begging any thing they fancy ;
and put on an air of diffatisfaction, if they are
refufed.

THEY begin, as I before obferved, to be better
acquainted with the value of gold and filver, and
are not altogether fo fond of baubles as they ufed
to bq . for if we want to purchafe cattle, fowls, or
cowries, they defire to be paid either in {pecie,
fire-arms, or gun-powder. They have likewife
fallen upon a method of folliciting thofe who come
there, particularly all paflfengers, to contribute a
dollar or two, towards improving their navigation,
which they carry on with the African continent;
%ﬂd by way of perfuafive example, produce {everal
lifts of perfons who have fubfcribed to that pur-
pofe ; fo that they fometimes colle¢t thirty or forty
dollars a fhip, from thofe who touch there: and
when the captains leave the place, they generally
r?ake it a point for them to fign, and leave with
them a certificate of good ufage.

C 3 THE

T S e o et




22 A-NOY¥ASE T0Q

| Tur huts of the lower fort of people, are built
: fomething after the nature of our barns : the fides
| are' a fort of reeds tied together, and plaiftered
over with a mixture of clay and cow-dung ; the
roofs thatched with a kind of matting of coconut
leaves. Fe is efteemed a man of rank who has a
houfe of {tone and mud.

Tuey fubfift chiefly on vegetables and milk,
which they have here in great plenty and perfec-
tion. Inftead of oil and vinegar to their fallads,
that are of the lettice kind, they ufe a kind of li-
| quid, fomewhat like ovr treacle ; being a prepa~
.{ ration of the juice, yielded on incifion from the
},i" | coconut-tree, before it is thickened into the con-
| {iftence of lagree, which is a kind of coarfe fugar
| they make from it
| Trose of quality are to be diftinguifhed by the
1‘ nails of their fingers and toes, which they fuffer to
| grow to an immoderate length ; being tinged with
| the alhenna, a yellowifh red, furnifhed them by a

| certain fhrub that grows in the marfhy places of the
i ifland ; a practice ufed all over Arabia, and 1n
i i \ moft places of the Turkifh dominions. They

ufually carry large knives, or popiards, ftuck in a

i fafh they wear round their wailts; fome of which
1 have filver or agate handles; but commounly
i wrought wooden ones. They are moft of them
\ tall of ftature, ftrong, and well proporticned 3
‘ have long black hair, piercing eyes, lips {fome-
| what inclining to be thick, and are in general of
] a color between olive and black. Their women
‘1 are rather more clumfily made.
\‘ Tue common people have no cloathing but 2a
|

R O

piece of coarfe wrapper, which goes round their
loins, and often barely covers their fexual parts s
| with a fkull cap, of any fort of ftuff, Thole of
i a fuperior rank have a kind of wide-fleeved fhirt,
| which hangs down over a pair of long drawers,

i and
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and a waiftcoat made thick or light, according to
the feafon : but few wear turbands, unlefs fuch as
are of great diftinction.

Tue women are more curious in their apparel,
wearing a fhort jacket and petticoat, with a kind
of loofe gown, and a veil to cover their faces.
Their arms and wrifts they ufually adorn with a
number of bracelets, made of glafs, iron, copper,
pewter, and filver, according to their refpeltive
ranks or circumftances.. The fmall of their legs,
their fingers and toes, are likewife decked with
chains and rings. Their ears are ftuck full of
mock jewels, and ornaments of metal, infomuch
that the lobes of them efpecially are greatly dilated
and weighed down, which they are from their
infancy taught to confider as a beauty.

Tuey f{uffer their children from their birth,
males and females, to go ftark naked, until from
five to feven or eight years old : a cuftom they
have in common with the Orientals, who are not
fo much governed in it by the heat of the climate,
ot neceflity, as by phyfical reafons. They imagine
that infants are conftitationally more apt to be
hurt by heat than cold ; and that the free accefs of
the air to all parts of their bodies, is even nutri- -
ous, and more favorable to their principles of
growth, than if they were {weltered up with {wath-
ing clouts; which, they think, rob them of a har-
dinefs conducive to their health ; and, in cafe of
any difpofition to deformity, obftru&t the free
courfe of nature, always working for the beft, and
tending to.clear itfelf of any imperfections. That
alfo, by this method, thofe little creatures are pre-
ferved from the irkfome galling and chafing of
cloaths, fo often breeding their complaints and
cryings 3 which, if not carefully attended to, termi-
nate through their ftraining into ruptures, and
at leaft require abforbent powders to imbibe the

C 4 acrid
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| acrid fweat, to which they are then fubject. How

| far they may be in the right, I do not prefume to

I determine, againft the European cuftom, probably

too prevalent and eftablithed to admit of achange 3

yet this is certain, that it is rare to fee, 1 will

not only fay, a deformed perfon, ameng them,

but even one who is not admirably proportioned :

| and 1 have reafon to think ruptures almoft un-

| known to them, which are focommon in Europe :

. fome of them are, it is true, when young troubled

| \‘,"‘ with the navel-rupture; but this they foon re-
| I | cover, and is without bad confequences.

| l Tueir language is a corrupt Arabic, mixed

with the Zanguebar-tongue of the oppofite part of

“ the continent, from whence it is probable the

| Comro iflands were originally peopled. But the

il whiter fort of them, who are generally: of the beft

_ ’l rank, or at leaft the moft efteemed among them,

& Rt partly derive their color from the Arab mixture,

| and partly from. their communication with the

i Europeans, which was formerly much more com-

H mon than at prefent.  They have adopted the

‘] | jealoufy of the Arabs, together with their manners

|| and religion ; though theirs 1s as yet no more than

|

T ——{ Y
.y =
——

| a grofs Mahometifm, adulterated with the remains
d of their antient fuperftition, efpecially among the
il f lower fort.
«Q'\ I courp not learn that the Portugueze, or any
5 il of the Romifh priefts, had ever made any great
efforts to introduce the Chriftian religion ; pro-
bably from a fenfe that there was litdle or no mo-
‘ ney ftirring here, which is ufually their primum
| =|' mobile : however, they affect religion for their
| | pretext, as they are very indifferent about being
paftors to fheep that have not a golden fleeces
and, to fay the truth, they generally take {pecial
care, wherever they go, in quality of mefiengers
of the glad tidings of the gofpel, to be, like other

i mercenary
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mercenary meffengers, well paid for their trouble 3
as will be more amply fhewn, in the account I re~
ferve to give in its place of that fort of chriftianitys,
they make fuch a boat of having propagated in
India,” with fo little foundation for any plea of
meritin it. - |

Tueir manners flill retain a great deal of the
fimplicity of uncultivated nature. The mildnefs
of the climate renders them indolent, and prone to
venery. They often make ufe of the liberty grant-
ed them by their law of divorcing their wives, up-
on flight pretexts, for the fake of novelty ; though
they have generally two or three of them, and are
confined to no number of concubines they can
maintain. They are forward enough to beg any
thing they like ; but not thievifhly inclined. They
treat the Englith in particular, very cordially and
fraternally ; not purely from a principle of intereft
and convenience, which however has doubtlels
fome influence ; but alfo of gratitude, for the ef-
fectual affiftance they formerly received from them
in their wars with the Mohilians. Being moreover
affured, by a frequent intercourfe, that they have
no defign of invading their country, or liberty,
of which they retain a {trong jealoufy againft other
Furopean nations, and of the Portugueze efpeci-
ally 5 to whofe ufurpations of the fea coalt on the
continent they are no ftrangers; againft which
they chiefly, and with great reafon, rely on the
inacceflibility of their mountains, of which nature
has formed for them an impenetrable barrier, and
defence of the interior country.

Avrr their woods, as I have before obferved,
are clear of any wild beafts of prey ; nor are they
infefted with any venomous animals. They have
a great number of monkies of different kinds and
fizes; and a beaft about the bignefs of a com-
mon one, with a head greatly refembling that of

a fox,
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a fox, with a lively piercing eye. Its coat isof a
woolly kind, moft commonly of a moufe-color;
and its tail, of about three feet in length, is varie-
gated with circles of black, within an inch of one
another, from the fetting-on to the top. "I'he na-
tives call it a Mocawk, and when taken young it
foon grows very tame. They alfo abound with
fquirrels, which are generally large and fhy, but
neither well-thaped nor agreeably colored.  Their
oxen, of which they have great numbers, are of a
middling fize ; and, like thofe in the Eait Indies,
are remarkable for their difference from ours, in
having a large flefhy excrefcence between their
neck and back, which are called the hump, and
when kept in pickle for fome time, are generally
preferred either to tongue, or udder, tafting like
firm marrow : nothing too can be imagined {weeter
than their fleth. What fowls we purchafed were
alfo extremely good and fat: however, while we
remained there, I had no opportunity of tafting
their game, of which they are faid to have great
and excellent variety : but the natives are bad
fportfmen, either with net or gun.

Tue fea alfo furnithes them with fith of diffe-
rent forts, and in great abundance, which they are
very expert at catching. They have one particu-
lar fpecies, which is called the parrot-fith, beauti-
fied with the livelieft colors that can be imagined 3
is about thnee foot and a half in length, thick in
proportion, and reckoned delicious eating. They
have alfo fome flat fith, that a good deal refemble
the turbot ; likewife thornbacks, mullets, and feve-
ral other forts, of which I could not learn the names.

Besipes many fruits they have in common with
the Indies, which it would be tirefome, and out of
place to enumerate, there is one remarkable fort
of fweet oranges, of a fmall f{ize, not exceeding
that of 2 common plumb or apricot; but replete

with
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with a juice, far more delicioufly flavored than the
larger fort, fuch as are generally imported in Eng-
land from Portugal, under the name of China-
oranges. Doubtlefs too, their being gathered ripe,
and frefh from the tree, is an advantage to their
tafte ; and they may fafely be eat in great numbers.

Uprox the whole then, it is not eafy to conceive
a place more perfectly fuited for refrefhment, after
a tedious paffage at fea, than the ifland of Jo-
hanna; there lying no objeétion to it, that I could
learn, except the want of proper lodgment afhore,
which might be eafily provided for; and its dif-
tance, which would be more convenient, if it was
fo much beyond midway from England, that it
makes the interval from land to land, rather too
long for the prefervation of health, efpecialiy a-
mong the common-failors, - not fo preventively
provided with neceffaries againft the ravages of the
fcurvy, as the officers and paffengers. To fay the
truth, confidering how precious the lives of men
ought to be held, the precautions in their favor,
oreat as they are already, on board the Europe
thips, are not fo fufficient, but they might receive
fome beneficial addition, in which both humanity,
and the fafery of the voyage itlelf, might find an
account.

SaTurDAY, the ath of Auguft, early in the
morning, we unmoored the fhip ; and on receiv-
ing nineteen head of cattle on board, hoifted
in the long-boat: in the afternoon weighed an-
chor, with a light breeze from off the thore, and
made the beft of our route for our next poft of de-
flination, Bombay; where, without any material
occurrence in the paffage, we arrived on Tuelday
the 28th of the fame month, and came to an an-
chor in the road, faluting the fort, as cuftomary,
with nine guns, which was returned with the dif-
ference of two lefs in number.

BOOK
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Author waits on the governor. Situation and lati-
tude of the ifland. Advice for preferving bealth.
Former unbealthinefs of the ifland, and its prefent
melioration in that point accounted for. Diftem-~
pers. — Seafons.

A RRIVING at Bombay, I went athore in
{4 the evening, about fix o’clock, where, with
the other gentlemen entertained in the fame fer-
vice, we waited on Mr. Wake, then governor,
with our refpe&s; who received us with great af-
fability and politenefs, inviting, us to fupper with
him ; and in the interval, we retired to find out
fuch gentlemen, belonging to the place, for whors
we had letters.

It was my good fortune to be recommended,
by a dire¢tor in London, to a gentleman who was
nephew to the governor, and at that time refided
in the faGtory. He faved me the trouble of en-
quiring after him, by fending a fervant to bring
me to his apartment ; and who afterwards, in ho-
nor of my recommendation, did me all the good
offices, fo welcome and {o neceflary to ftrangers,
efpecially on their firft arrival in a place new to
them, and where they muft confequently want ad-
vice and diretions. I mention this, not only by

way of gratitude, but as a juft caution for all who
may
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may be in the fame cafe, of going abroad to fuch
places to get provided with effeGtual recommenda~
tions ; for it too often happens, that many reft fa-
tisfied with either improper ones, OF with fuch, as
being mere matter of form, are treated fo by thofe
to whom they are addrefled.

I was then foon put into 2 regular way of life,
and, had no other inconveniencies Or complaints,
but what one is ufually expofed to, in the change
of a native climate for a foreign one. And here,
though this place 1s pretty well known by a num-
ber of defcriptions of its origin, fituation, climate,
&c. it might be deemed an imperfection in my
plan, were [ not to mention, at leaft fummarily,
thofe particulars : as the reference o other books
or accounts, would break the conne&ion and or-
der, required for the readers ideas, which muft be
the clearer, for the whole being prefented to him
at one View.

Bomeay is an ifland, in the latitude of ¢igh
teen degrees, forty-one minutes of north latitude,
near the coaft of Deckan, the high mountains of
which are full in view, at a trifling diftance; and
is fo fituate, as, together with the winding of o©-
ther iflands along that continent, tO form one of
the moft commodious bays perhaps in the world;
from ‘which diftin&ion it received the denomina-
tion of Bombay, by corruption from the Portu-
cuefe Buon-bahia, though now ufually written by
them Bombaim. Certain it is, that the harbor 1s
{pacious enough to contain any number of fhips ;
has excellent anchoring-ground ; and by its circu-
lar pofition, can afford them a land-locked fhelter
againft any winds, to which the mouth of it 1s ex-
pofed. It is alfo admirably fituated for a center of
dominion and commerce, with refpect to the Ma-
labar coaft, the Gulf of Perfia, the Red-Sea, and
the whole trade of that fide of the great Indian

Peninfula,
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Peninfula, and northern parts adjoining toit: to
the government of which prefidency they are vey
properly fubordinated.

ConsiperING too that this ifland is {ituated
within the tropics, the climate of it is far from in-
tolerable on account of its heat, in any time of the
year; though never fufceptible of any degree of
cold beyond what muft be rather agreeable to an
European conttitution.  In the very hotteft feafon,
which immediately precedes the periodical return
of the rains, the refrefhment of the alternate land
and fea-breezes is hardly ever wanting, the calms
being generally of a very fhort duration ; {o that
perhaps, in the year, there may be a few days of
an extraordinary fultry heat, and even thofe may
be made fupportable, by aveiding any violent ex-
ercife, by keeping efpecially out of the malignant
unmitigated glare and action of the fun, and by a
light unoppreflive dyet. Great care too fhould be
taken of not expofing one felf to the dangerous ef-
fe&t of the night-dews, and of the too quick tran-
fition from a ftate of open pores, to their peripi-
ration being thut up; which is fo often the cale of
thofe, who, from an impatience of heat, venture
to fleep from under cover, in the raw"air of the
night, pleafantly indeed, but pernicioufly cooled
by the abfence of the fun : a circumf{tance yet more
fatal, to fuch as have befides been heated by any
intemperance in eating and drinking.

BomsAY, in fa&, had long borne an infamous
charatter for unhealthfulnefs. It was commonly
called the burying-ground of the Englith; but
this was only until an experience, bought at the
expence of a number of lives, had rendered the
caufes of {uch a mortality more known, and con-
fequently more guarded againft. Among others,
the principal ones doubtlefs were:

FirsT,
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First, the nature of the climate, and the pre-
cautions and management required by it, not being
fo fufficiently known, as they now are; if that
knowledge was but prevalent enough, with many,
for them to facrifice their pleafures of intemperance,
or the momentary relief from a prefent irkfome-
nefs of heat, to the prefervation of their healths.

ForMERLY too, there obtained a praétice ef-
teemed very pernicious to the health of the inha-
bitants, employing a manure for the coconut-trees,
that grow in abundance on the ifland, confifting of
the fmallfry of fith, and called by the country-name
Buckfhaw; which was undoubtedly of great fer-
vice, both to augment, and meliorate theit pro-
duce : but through its quantity being fuperficially
laid in trenches round the root, and confequently
the eafier to be exhaled, diffufed, as it putrified,
a very unwholfome vapor. There are fome, how-
ever,. who deny this, and infilt on the ill confe-
quences of this manure to be purely imaginary, or
at lealt greatly exaggerated; giving for reafon,
that the inhabitants themfelves were never {enfible
of any noxious quality in that method; and that
if the ifland is now lefs unhealthy, the change muft
be fought for in other caufes. But all are agreed,
that the habitations in the woods, or coconut-
groves, are unwholefome, from the air wanting 2
free current through them; and from the trees
themfelves, diffufing a kind of vaporous moifture,
unfavorable to the lungs, a complaint common to
all clofe-wooded countries.

Tuerk has alio been another reafon affigned,
for the ifland having grown hecalthier, from the
leflening of the waters, by a breach of the fea be-
ing banked off; which however dees not feem to
me a fatisfactory one. There is {till fubfliting a
great body of falt water on the infide of the breach,

b -

the communication of which with the fea, bein
lefs
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lefs free than before the breach was built, muft
be in proportion more apt to {tagnate, and breed
noxious vapors; fo that this alteration by the
breach cannot enter for much, if any thing, into
the propofed folution, which may perhaps be bet-
ter reduced into the before-mentioned one of the
different diet, and manner of living of the Euro-
peans: not however without taking into account,
the place being provided with more {kilful phy-
ficians than formerly, when there was lefs nice-
nefs in the choice of them. Surgeons, and fur-
geons-mates of fhips, and thofe none of the ex-
perteft, ufed to be admitted almoft without any,
or but a fuperficial examination: though in fo ten-
der a point, as that of the life of fubjects, always
precious, and furely more fo, where they are fo
difficult to recruit. The fame negligence was allo
obferved with refpeét to the gallies, and other
armed veflels of the company in thofe parts: and
to fay the truth, the pay was too flender to invite
into fuch fervice any capable perfons. Here 1 can-
not omit inferting, though digreffively, one in-
ftance of a wanton difregard to that material point,
of the truth of which I have been credibly affured.
Mr. Phipps, one of the former governots, on exa-
mining the marine eftablithment of Bombay,
wherein he propofed making retrenchments, by
way of currying favor with his mafters at home,
which is often done, by the falfeft, and moft ruin-
ous ceconomy, obferved the {urgeons pay, rated
at 42 rupees per month, which, at the ufual way
of reckoning of a rupee for half-a-crown, was juft
five guineas. ¢ What, fays he, there muft be
<« fome miftake, the figures are tranfpofed, it muft
¢ be 24 inftead of 42 :” and for the fake of this,
in every fenfe a barbarous joke, he, with a dafh
of his pen, curtailed the pay accordingly but

furely
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furely this was rather cutting into the quick, than
paring off excrefcences.

WraaTeveER may be the reafon, the point is cer-
tain, that the climate is no longer {o fatal to the
Englith inhabitants as it ufed to be, and incom-
parably more healthy than many other of our fet-
tlements in India.

Tur moft common diforders are fevers, to which
mufcular ftrong men are more fubject than thole
of laxer fibres 5 and bloody fluxes, but the laft make
much lefs ravage than they ufed to do, where they
fixed, from the fuperior method of treating them.
New-comers too efpecially are liable to fome cuta-
neous eruptions, fuch as the prickly heat, which
is rather reckoned beneficial than otherwife ; and
a fort of tetters, called ring-worms, from their
circular form, about the fize of a fhilling, which
however foon fubmit to a gentle phyficking, or
even to fome flight outward application.

Tue Barbeers, a violent diforder that generally
ended in rendering all the limbs paralytic ; and the
mordechin, which is a fit of violent vomiting and
purging, that often proved fatal, are diftempers
hardly now known on the ifland.

In fhort, this place, the name of which ufed to
carry terror with it, in refpeét to its unhealthinefs,
is now no longer to be dreaded on that account s
provided any common meafure of temperance be
obferved, without which the tenure of health, in
any climate, muft be hazardous.

THE feafons however can at moft be divided in-
to three 3 the cool, hot, and rainy : or indeed pro-
perly enough into the dry wreather, which lafts
eight months in the year ; and into the wet, which
continues about four months raining, but with
thort intermiffions. The fetting in of the rains,
is commonly ufhered in by a violent thunder-ftorm,
generally called the Elephanta, a name which

1id ivid
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it probably receives in the Afiatic ftyle, from the
comparifon of its force to that of the elephant.
Yet this is a pleafing prelude to the refrefhment
that follows, from the rains moderating that ex-
ceflive heat, which is then at its height, and na-
turally brings on, with the fun that raifes the va-
pors, the relief from its intenfe ardor. They be-
gin about the 28th of May, and break up about
the beginning of September, after which there is
never any, unlefs, and that but rarely, a fhort
ranfient fhower. This rainy feafon, though ex-
tremely hot, in any dry intervals, when the fun
thines out for a few hours, 1is counted the plea-
{anteft : yet the end of it, and fome days after,
are not reckoned but the ficklieft time of the whole
year, from the abundance of exhalations forming a
kind of faint, vaporous bath, from which thofe who
lodge in apartments the higheft from the ground
are proportionably lefs in danger, the atmofphere
growing gradually clearer upwards.

During this feafon the country-trading veflels
are laid up, efpecially thofe belonging to the black-
merchants, with whom it is a kind of fuperftition
not to fend any to fea, until after a feftival on the
breaking up of the rains ; the ceremony of which
confifts chiefly in throwing, by way of oblation, 2a
confecrated coconut into the fea, gilt and orna-
mented. Then and not till then they look on the
fea as open and navigable until the next returning
fains. How this folemn anniverfary foolery came
to be eftablifhed, I never could learn from any of
the natives 3 it being probably one of their many
traditional cuftoms, theoriginal of which is loftin
the remotene(s of their antiquity.

CHA PR
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Cwiblvds Pl 1L

Of the government of BomBay : its charter. Of the
military and marine forces : militia. The piratory
on that coaft : meafures to oppofe it. Mildnefs
and tolerancy of the ENGLISH government.

HE government of this ifland is entirely

Englifh, fubordinate to the court of direc-
tors of the united companies of merchants of Eng-
land trading to the Eaft-Indies, who appoint, by
commiflion, a prefident, to- whom they join a coun-
cil confifting of nine perfons ; the whole number of
which are rarely, or rather never on the fpot, be-
ing employed as chiefs of the feveral fattories fub-
ordinate to that prefidency. Thofe of the council as
are at Bombay are appointed to the pofts of the
greatefttruft, fuch asaccountant, warehoufe-keeper,
land-paymafter, marine-paymafter, and other of-
fices for tranfating the company’s affairs. They
are generally fuch as have rifen by degrees from
the ftation of writers, and take place, unlefs other-
wife ordered from home, according to the fenio-
rity of the fervice.

THE prefident then, and fuch members of the
council as are on the fpot, being convened by his
order, {ignified to them by the fecretary, conftitute
a regular council, in which all matters are decided
by majority of votes: though the influence of the
prefident is generally fo great, that few or no
points are carried but according to his will, and
di¢tates. For fhould any of the council oppofe
him, he has it fo much in his power to make their
ficuation uneafy to them, that they muft quit the
fervice, and repair home, where, unlefs the occa-
fion of difcontent is very flagrant indeed, they
rarely meet with much countenance or redrefs;
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the company thinking it rather more political to
wink at the fanlts of a governor, where they are
{uch as not to be too hurtful to their fervice, than
to expofe their affairs to the hazard of worle in-
conveniencies, from the diffenfions of any number
of abfolutely co-ordinates. And to fay the truth,
this weight atop, though liable from human in-
firmity to be fometimes oppreflive, ferves to keep
the under parts fteady and fixt in their place: be-
fides, it is eafier to make one perfon accountable
for the adminiftration of things than a number 3
and {ince the prefident is he on whom the company
chiefly relies, it feems but reafonable that he fhould
have the greateft fhare of power.

As to the matters of a judicial nature, they
were in the year 1727 fettled by a royal charter,
refpectively obtained for the three chief prefi-
dencies of the company in India: to wit, Bombay 3
Fort St. George, or Madrafs, on the coaft of Co-
romandel ; and Calcutta in Bengal. How this
charter was received or managed in the two laft
places, 1 have had no diftinét account : but as to
Bombay am better informed.

At the time this charter was procured for thefe
{ertlements, 1t was generally believed to have been
follicited by Mr. Harrifon, once a governor of In-
dia, but at that time a direcor of the Eaft-India
company : who, in fac, meant it as a temporary
expedient for preferving and extending his influ-
ence over the direction by this proof of his favor
at court ; though the plaufible pretext alledged was
the better adminiftration of juftice in thofe colonies.
That fuch however could not be the true intention,
muft appear clearly from the negle&t of all the
proper and competent Means for eftablifhing it,
efpecially with reference to Bombay 3 and indeed as
to the two others, I never heard that there was any
more care taken of them. The charter then ap-

pointing
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pointing the judges of Qyer and Terminer, the
mayor’s.court, and the court of appeals, this lait
to confift of purely the prefident and council, was
only attended with a manufcript book of inftruc-
tions 3 which, granting it was framed by the ableit
lawyers in the kingdom, could be but a very 1m-
perfeét guidance to the gentlemen nominated to
the feveral judicial offices neceffary to the execu-
tion thereof. Thefe gentlemen being, generally
ipeaking, fuch as came very young out of their
country, bred up entirely in a mercantile way, and
utterly unacquainted with the laws of England,
were in courfe liable to make great miftakes, efpe-
cially in cafes of eapital importance : and however
their natural good fenfe and well-meaning might
make a fhift in purely commercial cafes to decide
with tolerable equity, they could not but be great-
ly at a lofs in thofe of a mixed nature, or where
it was neceflary to pay a regard to the particular
laws of England. No perfon had been fent out
with capacity or knowledge enough to put this
new method of procedure into a proper courle,
and to afcertain the limits of the feveral jurifdic-
tions : fo that the charter was left in a manner to
execute itfelf. But this infufficiency of judgment
was not even the worft of its confequences : for fe-
veral of the company’s fervants, named efpecially
to fill the offices of mayor and aldermen of the
mayor’s court, even though their jurifdiction was
{ubordinate to the court of appeals, aflumed to
themfelves fuch an authority and independence, as
made the governor and council jealous of theirs
being leflened, or at leaft checked, by it. This
bred fuch feuds and diffenfions, that feveral of the
members of the mayor’s court concelving them-
felves aggrieved, quitted the fervice, and repaired
home to the company with their complaints. All
which might have been in a great mealure pre-
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vented, if proper perfons had been appointed, and
fent out by the company, to give thefe new powers
their due digeftion and form. Whereas, as it
was, the want of knowledge, the inexperience and
aim at independence in the appointed members of
the feveral courts, rendered this acceflion of au-
thority a dangerous tool, in the hands of perfons {o
difqualified for the exercife of it ¢ fo thatitis {carce
a doubt, but the charter had been better not ob-
tained, than no better a provifion have been made
for its adminiftration and maintenance. 'The neg-
le& of fuch neceflary precautions, are evidently
fitter to give a fanétion to unavoidable errors, and
breed diffentions, than to promote a regular di-
firibution of juftice : for any fuch diipofition,
which could only be made by fending out perfons
competently learned in the law, and vefted with a
fufficient authority, would not only have been at-
tended with a great expence, but might have too
much-interfered with the plan of government in-
fticuted by the company at home, and have broke
that unity of direftion, fo neceflary to the due fub-
ordination of their fervants.

As to the military and marine force, it is confi-
dered as more immediately under the diretion of
the prefident, who is entitled general and com-
mander in chief; though nothing material is fup-
pofed to be ordered concerning either without the
concurrence of the council.

WitH refpeét to the military, the common men
are chiefly fuch as the company fends out in their
fhips, or deferters from the feveral nations fettled in
India, Dutch, French, and Portuguefe, which laft are
commonly known by the name of Reynols (Regni-
colz) ; and lattly, Topazzes, moftly black, or of
a mixed breed from the Portuguefe, to whom,
and indeed to all the Roman-catholics in the mili-
tary fervice, there is not the leaft objection made,

or
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or moleftation given on account of their religion,
of which they have the freeft exercife imaginable ;
nor is the lealt expediency of changing it even
mentioned to them j; .whereby they are fo_eafy on
that head, that they might fately be trufted in any
war againft thofe of their own religion, {fuch as the
French, or even againft the Portuguefe themicives,
At leaft I never heard of any complaint relating
thereto.

Tursk are formed into companies under Eng-
lith officers, fo as to compofe the prefidiary force
of the ifland 5 and are befides occafionally draught-
ed off in detachments or parties fent upon com-
mand, either in the land-fervice, or in re-inforce-
ment of. the fubordinate fettlements, or on board
the armed veflels, which conftitute the companies
marine in thofe parts.

In the military may alfo be included many re-
gularly formed companies of the natives. Thele
{oldiers are called fepoys; who have their proper
officers with the titles in the country-language, all
however under. the orders of  the Englifh. They
ufe mufkets, at which they, are.indifferently ex-
pert ; but they.are chiefly. armed in the country -
manner, with {word and target, and wear the In-
dian drefs, the turbant, cabay or veft, and.long
drawers. Their pay is but {mall, comparatively to
the Europeans’; and yet they. are on many occa-
fions very ferviceable from their inurement (0 the
climate, and diet of the country; and are rarely
known to mifbehave or give way, if they are well-
led, and encouraged by the example of the Eu-
ropeans, with whom they are joined, Generally
fpeaking too they are very faithful to the mafters
who pay them, or to ufe the expreffion familiar to
the natives, to thofe whole falt they eat.

Tuere is alfo on the ifland kept up a fort of
militia, compofed of the land-tillers, and banda-
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rees, whofe living depends chiefly on the cultiva-
tion of the coconut-trees ; who, though not regu-
larly difciplined, would be of good fervice, efpe-
cially in any laborious part of military duty, and
would affiff in the defence of the ifland, again(t
any foreign invafion, for the fake of their families
there fettled and from attachment to the Englifth
government, the mildnefs and juftice of which is the
more fenfible to them from the comparifon obvi-
ous to make of it, to the opprefiion of ‘the neighs
boring governments.

gsipes the neceflary charge of a prefidiary
force, for the defence of the ifland, the company
has been obliged for a number of years to keep up
a military marine, for the protection of trade upon
the coaft, the whole length of which has; for time
immemorial, been infefted with pirates, and bears
fome refemblance to that part of the African coatt,
which has fo long been infamous for this. prac-
tice. Certain it is, that but for the conftant check
they were kept in by the Englifh naval force in
thofe parts, thofe feas would have fwarmed with
piratical veflels, and no trading one; unfufficiently
armed, could have efcaped them.

Tue coaft to the northward of Bombayand Su-
rat, was chiefly the harbor of a neft of pirates,
called Sanganians, who feldom extended their
cruize far beyond the latitude of their ports, and
were efpecially troublefome to the trading veflels
boundin or out of the Gulf of Perfia: but they
rarely attacked any fhip of ftrength 5 their cruizers
being of no fize, nor carrying any artillery equal to
fuch an attempt, Their objet too was chiefly
plunder, without makingflaves of thofe they found
on captured veflels; a rule which however they
fometimes broke thorough, where there was any
confiderable ranfom to be hoped.

Oy
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On the oppofite coaft, which forms the end of
the Perfian Gulf, were feated the Mufkat-Arabs,
whofe firft putting forth fhips for cruizing was
purely out of revenge againft the Portuguefe,
whom they endeavored to harrafs by all means,
and even proceeded {o far, as to make defcents on
their fettlements bordering upon Surat, where they
committed all fort of devaftations. But having
once got a relith of pillaging fuch enemies at fea,
they began to extend their attacks indifcriminately
on other nations, and among them on the Englifh,
from whom however, after receiving various de-
feats, they were induced to abftain in future, and
little by little taking a commercial bent, they have
much remitted of that piratical turn, and keep
veflels of force rather upon the defenfive, than for
any other purpofe, and therewith held the power
of the famous Shah-Nadir in defiance, who had
the reduétion of them much at heart.

FormEeRrLY too the Malabar coaft, which though
it gives its name to the fea-fhore as high as Surat,
properly begins at Mount-Dilly, was alfo noted
for the pirates that it bred, who greatly difturbed
the navigation of the Indian feas. Thefe were
long ago' quieted by the Portuguefe armamentss
and fince, having been not only overpowered by
the Englith, but difcountenanced by the country-
governments, who ufed to give them harbor and
protection, are now dwindled to nothing.

To the northward of Goa, there were feve-
ral petty chiefs, who carried on this piratical
courfe; but at length came to an amicable corre-
fpondence with the Englith, from their dread and
jealoufy of the fuperior and growing power of An-
gria, their common enemy, though from different
reafons.

It was then principally on account of Angria,
whofe dominions ftretched from the mouth of

Bombay
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Bombay harbor, down a great length of coaft with-
out a material interruption,. that the company was,
in its own defence, obliged to keep on foot a very
expenfive. maritime force. This force confifted
chiefly of gallies built here in.England, on the
moft bcautlfu} models that can be 1magmed carry-
ing about eighteen or twenty guns, and provided
with oars, which were of fpecial fervice in a,calm,
They had alfo.a, few grabs,  being veflels of much
the fame burthen, but built in the. country, on. the
model of Angria’s grabs, with prows, which feem
beft calculated for carrying chace-guns. The
fcheme of thofe people’s gunnery being chiefly to
get into the wake of their enemy, and rake him
fore-and-aft ; a kind of quarter-mafter condufling
the veffel till he brings the mafts. of his chace into
one, atthe inftant of which he gives the word for
firing, and commonly does the greateft execution
in the rigging, after which they have the eafier
market of the veffel thus difabled. Otherwife,
they are too flightly built te lay along-fide of any
fhip of the leait weight of metal. Their great
ftrefs lies . on thofe prow-guns, which they ma-
nage to fpecial advantagein a calm, having arm-
ed boats to tow them a-ftern of the vefiel they
attack, and which for want of wind cannot avoid
them, Of thefe armed boats called Gallevats, the
company maintains alfo a competent numbpr, for
the fervice of their marine, being not only of ufe
to. oppofe them to the enemy, but for purfuit, or
expeditions in fhoal-water. . For further {trength-
ening too of the naval force in thofe parts, the
company occafionally ftations at Bombay fome
larger built mes from Europe ; which, for their
fupenor weight of metal, and greater difficulty
of boarding, efpecially in deep water, with any
thing of a commanding gale, have nothing to fear
from
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from thofe flight veflels ; though, in a calm, they
might gall and plague them {ufficiently.

Arr thefe veflels that formed the military ma-
rine of Bombay were chiefly manned with Englifh,
or with- European deferters from other nations;
and according to the éxigency reinforced with de-
tachments of foldiers from the land-forces, to ferve
in the nature of marines. Thefe vefitls were
to guard the navigation of thofe feas, and convoy
the trade employed on collateral fervices ; fuch as
protecting the intereft’ of the company, or vindi-
cating its honor, where requifite within the bounds
of that prefidency’s' department ; as in’ the Red
Sea, Gulf of Perfia, the Bar of Surat, &ec.

Bur whatever care could be taken of employing
thefe cruizers to fafety and advantage, it could
fcarce happen otherwife, but that Angria, always
alert, and who knew too well the inferiority of his
ftrength, to attack them without great odds on his
fide, fhotld now and then over-match them fo
with nunibers, as to get the better; but as moré
will be faid of him hereafter, I thall drop him here.

Towarps defraying the charges of this marine,
the compdny required of all the trading veffcls,
thofe of the other European nations excepted,
to' take the paffes of the Bombay-government,
for which they paid fo {fmall a confideration, that
I never heard the leaft murmurings the mer-
chants being duly fenfible not only of the benefit
their trade received from the Englith protection,
but that this contribution was far fhort of the coft
of it.

NoTtuinc however has more contributed to the
population of this ifland, than the mildnefs of the
government and the toleration of allreligions; there
not being fuffered the leaft violence or injury to be
offered, either to the natives or Europeans on that

account. The Roman-catholic churches, - the
Moorith
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Moorifh mofchs, the Gentoo pagodas, the worfhip
of the Parfees, are all equally unmolefted and to-
lerated. They have the free exercife of all their
rites and religious ceremonies, without either the
Englith interfering, or their clathing with one an-
other. This toleration alfo makes a contraft very
favorable for our nation, to the rigors of the in-
quifition, which take place in the neighboring
territories of the Portuguefe, whofe having render-
ed themielves odious on that account, was not one
of the leaft reafons that facilitated their beingdriven
out of the greateft part of them by the Morattoes,
who are all Gentoos. Mr. Bourchier, the prefent
ocovernor, has greatly exerted himfelf, on the trou-
bles of the government at Surat, and in the coun-
tries round about, to draw a confluence of their
inhabitants, merchants, and trade{men to fettle at
Bombay, where they experience quite another
treatment and fecurity than under their own go-
vernments. In truth, this gentleman’s conduct
cannot be too much commended for his inceflant
endeavors at increafing the population, and im-
proving or inlarging the trade of the ifland ; efpe-
cially for his care of cultivating peace and friend-
thip with thofe dangerous and powerful neighbors
the Morattoes ; who, being now mafters of the
contiguous ifland of Salfett, can at pleafure {treigh-
ten the fupplies of the ifland, and interrupt its in-
land communication. But of them more in its

place.

CH AT



THE EAST-INDIES.

C A Ve . HL

Of the fate of landed property on the ifland. Enc-
LisH, bow il] ufed by the PORTUGUESE 7% the cef-
Sfion of this ifland. Land-proprietors. PARELL
the governor’s country-boufe. Coconut-oarts : rice-
fields. ~ Brab-trees ; toddy-birds, Cultivation im-
proved 5 to what owing.

IT ‘s to be obferved, that when the ceffion of
this ifland and harbor was firft made to the
Englifh by the Portuguefe, although fo far deficient
as it was, againft the terms of agreement between
the two crowns; and that the ifland of Salfetr,
which was manifeftly included in the regalities of
3omabay, was unjuftly withheld from us, and con-
fequently greatly lefiened the importance of an
ifland, which muft chiefly depend for its fupport
on that of Salfett: the Portuguele alfo clogged
the furrender of even this fmall part of what was
our due, with the condition that the inhabitants,
late their fubjects, were to enjoy their pofiefiions
in the fame manner as before we took pofieffion.
The ifland was then, and ftill continues, divided
into three roman-catholic parithes, or Freguezias,
as they call them; which are Bombay, Mahim,
and Salvacam ; the churches of which, are govern-
ed by roman-catholic priefts, of any nation but
the Portuguefe, againft whom the Englith wifely
objected, from the danger of their connection and
too clofe correfpondence with the priefts of their
own nation, in the neighboring Portuguefe do-
minions, of whom we had repeated reafons to
be jealous. - The bulk then of the land-proprietors
were roman-catholic Meftizos and Canarins. The
firft are 2 mixed breed of the natives and Portu-
guefe: the other purely aborigines of the country,

copverted
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converted to what the Portuguefe call the Faith,
The other land-owners were Moors, Gentoos, and
Parfees ; but thefe laft are of moderner date, hav-
ing fince purchafed on theifland. However, to
all thefe the article of fecurity to their property has
been inviolably kept, and the right of inheritance
is regulated according to the refpective laws and
cuftoms of the feveral denominations of caft or re-
ligion. The land is chiefly employed in coconut-
groves, or oarts; rice-fields, and onion-grounds,
which are reckoned of an excellent fort on this
ifland.

THE company have alfo acquired a confiderable
landed eftate, either by purchafes, confilcations
for crimes, or treafons, and feizures for debt; for
which eftate there is a particular officer, under
the titlé of fuper-intendant appointed to adminifter.

TuERE are two very pleafant gardens belonging
to the company, cultvated after the European
manner : the one alittle way out of the gates, open
toany of the Englifh gentlemen who like to walk
there ; the other much larger and finer, at about
five miles diftance from the town, at a place call-
ed Parell, where the governor has a very agreeable
country-houfe, which' was originally a Romifh
chapel belonging to the jefuits, but confifcated a-
bout the year 1719, for fome foul practices againft
the Englifh intereft. It is now converted into a
pleafant manfion-houfe, and what with the addi-
tional ‘buildings, and improvements of the gar-
dens, affords a {pacious and commodious habita-
tion. There is an avenue to it of a hedge and
trees near a mile long ; and, though near the {ea-
fide, is fheltered from the air of it by a hill between.
Here the governor may fpend moft part of the
heats ; the air being cooler and frether than in
town ; and nothing is wanting that may make a
country-retirement agreeable.

As
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As to the oarts, or coconut-groves, they make
the moft confiderable part of the landed property s
being planted wherever the fituation -and foil is
favorable to them. When a number of thefe
grovés lie contiguous to each other, they form
what is called the woods, through which there is
a due fpace left for roads and pathways, where one
is pleafantly defended from the fun at all hours in
the day. They are allo thick-fet with houfes be-
longing to the refpective proprietors, as well as
with huts of the poorer fort of people. I have be-
fore remarked, that they are however reckoned
unwholefome for want of a free ventilation.

As to the coconut-tree itfelf, not all the minute
defcriptions of it, which I have met with in many
authors, feem to me to come up to the reality of
its wonderful proprieties and ufe. Nothing is fo
unpromifing as the afpect of this tree; nor none
yields a produce more profitable, or more variouf-
ly beneficial to mankind : it has fome refemblance
to the palm-tree ; perhaps, ene of its fpecies: the
leaves of it ferve for thatching, the hufk of the
fruit for making cordage, and even the largelt
cables for thips. The kernel of it is dried, and
yields an oil much wanted for feveral ufes, and
makes a confiderable branch of traffic under the
name of Copra. Arrack, a coarfe fort of fugar
called Jagree, and vinegar are alfo extralted from
it, befides many other particulars too tedious to
enumerate. The cultivation of it is extremely
eafy, by means of channels conveying water to the
roots, and by a manure laid round them, of ‘which
I have fpoke already. An ewner then of two hun-
dred of thefe trees is reckoned to have a compe-
tency to fubfift on.

As to the rice-fields, they differ in value, ac-
cording to the finenefs and quantity of rice they
produce., The growth of this grain has a parti-
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cularity not unworth mentioning which is, that
as it loves a watry foil, fo to whatever height the
water rifes, wherever it is planted, the growth of
the rice keeps meafure with it, even to that of
cwelve or fourteen foot, the fummit of the ftalk
always appearing above the furface. It is alfo
remarked, that the eating of new rice affets the
eyes. Thefalt is certain, though I cannot affume
to give the phyfical reafon for it.

Tuere are alfo here and there interfperfed a
few brab-trees, or rather wild palm-trees; (the
word brab being derived from Brabo, which in
Portuguefe fignifies wild) that bear an infipid kind
of fruit, about the bignefs of a common pear :
but the chief profit from them is the toddy, or
liquor drawn from them by incifions at the top, of
which the arrack that is made is reckoned better
than that from the coconut-trees. 'They are ge-
nerally near the fea-fide, as they delight mofit in a
fandy foil. It is on this tree that the toddy-birds,
{o called from their attachment to that tree, make
their exquifitely curious nefts, wrought out of the
thinneft reeds and filaments of branches, with an
snimitable mechanifm. The birds themfelves are
of no value either for plumage, fong, or the table,
and are about the bignefs of a partridge.

Tais ifland is however a ftrong inftance of the
benefits of a good government, and a numerous
population, by not a fpot of it remaining unculti-
vated : fo that though it is far from producing {uf-
ficient for the confumption of the inhabitants; and
notwithftanding its many difadvantages of fitua-
tion and foil, it yields, in proportion to its bignefs,
incomparably more than the adjacent ifland of Sal-
{fett 3 whether under the government of the Portu-
guefe, or, as it now is, under that of the Morat-
toes.

g 1 .
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Of the fortifications, publi uoré;, nd Guildings of

BomEBav. The caftle might bave been z/wcrjmu

ated :  the town w m’/., round.: ot- forts: the

breach : ExcLIsh chiirth, Private bui Idings and
(GENTOO pagodas. _7'.;('?/(‘();?"‘ bill. b[o;’y of @
GenToo Giocuy. Rock of purification.

HEN the Englith firft took DOFLH;O" of

this ifland, tmy found inthat part of ir,
which Cln fy commrnco the harbor, an old forti-
fied houfe t‘w refidenee of the Po rturvud( gover-
nor3 and mmm this houfe might have ferved for
other valuable ufes, they were tempted to make it
the centre -houfe of the caftle which they buile
round it. It is however impofiible to conceive, in
every fenfe, a more incommodious ftructure; and
the fame, or perh s lefs coft; than the repara-
tions and additions have ttood in to the company,
would have built 2 much better manfion new from
the ground. Yet the falfe ceconomy of preferv.
ing this old piece of building, which need not to
have been demolithed or thrown away, had {uch
effeét, that it hindered the Englifh not only fromi
confulting a more comman ding f{ituation to the
harbory which is rhat of ~\/7<>nihln s Point 5 but
made them blind to the difadvantage of the fort
built round it; being overlooked by an eminence
near it, called Dunolx\‘“c Point, on which there
1s only a fmall unte na.«ﬂu: little fort, of no defence,
and which ferves now for the town prifon, for
debtors, or criminals.

Tut caftle however itfelf deferved a better fitu-
ation 5 bein g a regular qu: drangle, well-built ni
itrono hard {tone. Inone of the baftions of it th
faces I)Lum'n wree Point, there is a large tank
ciftern lxul'\w d, ‘which cortains a great quan
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tity of water, that is conftantly replenifhed by the
ftationary rains. There is alfoa well within the
fort: but the water is not extremely good, and
liable to be dried up in the heats. It is alfo to be
obferved, that the water in general on the ifland is
not reckoned the beft ; and has been given for a
it reafon why the Gentoo merchants were not fo for-
i | ward to fettle on it.  Water being a point of great
il confequénce with them ; for as they drink no {pi-
it ricuous liquors, they are very curious and difcern-
il ing in the tafte and qualities of waters.

: a4
il tenfion, that-dangerous poft of Dungharee, which
Hil evidently now commands both town and caftle.
il i The curtains however between the baftions, were
liihy of little more ftrength or fubftance than a common
it garden wall : but there has lately been added at a
| great expence a ditch that encompafles the wall,
yd can be flooded at pleafure, by letting in the
| {ea, at which the ditch terminates on two fides, fo
; that the town is thoroughly furrounded with water.
It is now one of the firongeft places by much that
the company have in India; and, confidering the
commodiouinefs of its harbor, might not be im-
properly made their capital place of arms, in the
fame nature as Batavia ferves the Dateh : efpecial-
L | - Jy if the envious Portugucle had not detained us
Hil from that fertile large ifland of Salfett, which
it would have compleatly ferved for a granary to it.
| Inftead of which, their fupine indolent government
Pl e fuffered the Jefuits, who are better known in India
by the appellation of Paulifts, from their head
charch and convent of St. Paul’s in Goa, to get by
derees, and with their ufual arts and management
of the laity, by much the greateft part of that
Il ifland

| b 1
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51" nd into their own -mnds and which they kept

re Lcneuly tortified, fo that it tcll an ealy congquel
to the ‘Morattoes, and at the fame time we lof
an ufeful barrier between us and that rapacious
people.

At proper pofts; round the ifland,
difpofed feveral litt L s ia
Mazagam, Sion, Suree, and Wou : “none Jof
which are capable of making any iunu defence.
The fort of Mahim is by much the noft confide-
rable, next to that of Bombay ; a:;-::xm‘; fituate at
the oppofite extremity lengthways of theifland
It commcmds the pafs of Bandurah; a um wh
almoft fronts. it ‘on the oppofite - thore
from which it is dww‘f d by an arm of the fea, that

1s however capable only f receiving {mall. craft,
that does not bri ing in om.u: bufinefs to the cuftom-

houfe eftablithed there.

Tue breach is the work that next claims men-
tion, and is the moft con{:"m‘ able for the cwjt of it.
About two miles out of town, towards the middleof
the ifland, the fea had fo gade upon 1t with itsir—

ruption, that it almoft divided the ifland in two, and
made the roads 1mpafL. le. Itdid not then only take
up a lagge expence to drain off a great'quantity of

this water, but to make a cau 1cwav that fhould
bankoff this inundation.  This caufeway is above
a quarter of a mile in length, and of a confidera-
ble breadth : but there is one grofs fault remark-
ed in it, that being bending near its middle, the
archite¢t has mmciui to the ka a re-entering angle
inftead of a faliant one. Perhaps he bad his rea-
fons, but atleaft they do not appear. In the mean
time, there {till lies within the breach a confiderable
body of water, that has a free communication with
the 1*’&, as 'mpgmc by its ebbing and rx\w‘ny, and
probably is but the who)el( ymer Tor it. l,.\)ugh s
is not unlikely that this fubterraneous ii]i;“i"C(.)ut‘i-(‘.
;L; 2 mays,
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mdy,-in procefs of time, undermine and blow up’
the caule-way. After all then I am far from con-
vinced, that the benefits accruing from the breach
are equal to the expence of it which, I am af-
fured, could not be much lefs thana hundred thou-
fand pounds.

Tue only Englith church at Bombay, and
which is full fufficient for any poflible congrega-
vion of them at it, is a building extremely neat,
commodious, and airy ; being fituate on what is
called the Greeny a {pacious area that continues
from the fort thereto, and is pleafantly laid out in
walks planted with trees, round which are moftly
¢he houfes of the Englifh inhabitants.

Tress are generally but ground-floored after
the roman fafhion, and moftly with a court-yard
before and behind, in which are the offices and
out-houfes. They are fubftantially built with
frone, lime, and fmooth plaiftered on the out-fide.
They are often kept whire-wathed, which has a

‘neat air ;- but very offenfive to the eyes from the

olave ‘of the fun. Few of them have glafs win-
dows to any apartment, the fathes being generally
dwith a kind of tranfparent oifter-fhells fquare-

ut- which have the fingblar property #of tranf-
wifig the light full fufficiently, at the fame time
that/they exclude the violence of its glare, and have
befides a cool look, - The flooring is generally
compofed of a kind of loam or-ftueco, called
Chunam, being a lime made of burnt fhells;
which, if well tempered, as they have a peculiar
art of it, [is extremely hard and lafting, and takes
fo fmooth 2 polith, that one may literally fee one’s
face in it-+ but where terrafies are made of it, unlefs
the chunam is duly prepared, and which is very
expenfive, is apt to crack with the violence of the
fun’s heat. There have been alfo fome attempts
g0 paint the ftucco walls in apartments : but they
have
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fave never fucceeded, being prefently {poiled, and
difcolored by the faline particles of the lime, for
which hitherto there has been found no cure.

Axp here I cannot omit mentioning an ufe
made at Surat of this manner of terrafling, for 1
{aw no fuch thing at Bombay ; fome having, 1<
ftead of gravel walks in their garders, {tucco ones,
2 little raifed above the garden-beds: fo'that they
muft be dry to walk on immediately after the moft
violent rain : but then, what with their whitenels
and polifh, they muft have a very difagreeable ef-
fe& on the eye, in a fun-fhiny days befides their
being fo flippery.

Tuz houfes of the black merchants, as they are

called ; though fome are far from deferving the
appellation of black 5 are for the moft part ex-
tremely il built, and incommodious ; the windows
lights fmall, -and the apartments ill diftributed.
Some however, make a better appearance, if only
a ftory high : butnot the beft of them are without
a certain meannefls in the manner, and clumfinefs
in the execution that may be obferved, compara-
tively, and without any partiality to the Furopean
architeCture, even the moft ordirary.

TuerE is yet a convenience moft of thofe
houfes either of the Englifh or natives haves
which are fmall ranges of pillars that fupport a
pent-houfe or (hed, forming what is called, in the
Portugucfc 1ingua-franca, Verandas, either round,
or on particular fides of the houfe, which afford a
pleafing fhelter acainft the fun, and keep the in-
ner apartments cool and refrethed by the draught
of air under them. Such colonnades might me-
¢hinks even in England not be unferviceable to
fummer-houfes efpecially 3 which being fo heated
by a conftant fun in the middle of the day, as to
be hardly tolerable, cannot be fuppofed to be cool-

ed faft enOUgh even in the evening to allow of
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b {0 their being a refrefhing retreat. It is under thefe
i Verandas that the owners, pecmn, the natives,
Bt |1 generally enjoy the frefh air, and often tra niact

I | their bufinefs or receive vifitants.

it Most however of the beft houfes are within the

im w'nmow they have of the fubaltern deities they
wor hlp of which moré will be faid in its place.
flw*y fm(\, it feems, that a dark gloomy place
l | infpires 2 kind of reli g rious horror and reverence,
‘ i 1t | They are remarkably fo nd of having thofe pwo—
| it das among trees, and near the fide c,f a tank, or

| sond, for the fake of t‘*ur ablutions 3 which they
lo, not like the Mahometans, fo much pxac&me as
religious ceremony, as purity for clea linefs ;
i 1 and I might add, for the voluptuoufnefs of them

|

i walls of the town ; which may be about a mile in

it circuit.

‘ i As for the pagodas of the Gentoos, t‘nere is not
| ‘1 one of them worth mentioning in regard to their ap-
A pearance ; bt"ing low mean builc hnm; commeonly

\ 118 admitting the light only at the door, fa.cmor whichis
H “ placed: ¢l he pri fxp 11 idol, made aftex the various
. 1
i |

\

o

{
&

L in thofe hot Countrics: Thele tank.s, or ponds,
L are often very expenfive works, being generally
HE it {quare, and furrounded with ftone-fteps, that are
1 very commodious to the bathers. The moft re-
]9 i markable pagoda on the ifland is on Mala-

| bar-hill, which is fomething more than two miles
B diftance out of town, and is a kind of promontory
(it L that {tretching int to the fea, forms, together with
AR a fmall ifland called Old Vf(‘m'*n’s land, what is
i ' callcd Back Bay, thz entry of which is thut up by
mil L a ledge (‘-f rocks running from the one to the other,

| . }4' ) “

{

ill, which is far from an high one, and

i of ealy afcent, about a mile from that afcer it, after

I
\ pafling a plain a-top of it, on a gentle declivi ity to
the fea-fide, ftands the Gentoo pagoda, with a
1 large tapk.or pond a few fect from it, andis of
' ' frefh
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freth water, formed by the draining of the rains,
though not many yards from the fea, with which
it is near on a level, on the fide that is open to it,
all but where the pagoda ftands between a part of
‘¢ and the fhore. The other three fides are fur-
rounded with trees that form an amphitheatre, on
the flopes of the hill towards it, than which no
profpeét that I ever faw, or can conceive, forms a
more agreeably wild landfcape. The trees open
to all the force of the winds, follow the oeneral
law, and take a ftrong bent to the oppofite point
from them, but with fuch regularity, that one
would think they had been trimmed or pruned to
that figure they exhibit. Thefe trees give one
the idea of the temple-groves, fo often pictured 1n
the antients. A little beyond that fpot, towards
the extremity of the hill, was built a very fmall
pagoda, of no manner of appearance, or worth
mentioning, but for the fake of the founder of it
an itinerant Gioghi or Gentoo vagrant prieft, who
not twenty years ago was at the expence of it, out
of the alms and voluntary donations collected from
thofe of his religion on the ifland. = And as there
is fomething in his hiftory that characterifes them,
I fhall fummarily infert it here, as I received it
from a Gentoo who knew him, and hope I fhali
be forgiven the digreflion.

Tuis man, when he firft came on the ifland,
might be about five and thirty years of age; tall,
ftrait, and well-made. By his account, and a ve-
ry probable one, confidering their profeffion of va-
orancy, he had been all over Tartary, Thibet, and
on the borders of China. At length he took Bom-
bay in his rounds, and here, though according to
his inftitution, which is ftri&ly that of the old
Gymnofophift of India, fo plainly and fo truly
mentioned in antient hiftory, he ought to have
oone ftark-naked ; yet, out of deference to our

E 4 manners,
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| manners, when he took his ftarion up on this hill,
it he juft covered thofe parts which the common ideas
| of decency oblige to conceal, not {o much, but
that might plainly be feen 2 brafs ring pafled
through the prepuce, which'does to thofe of his
i profeffion, the fame office as a padlock or girdle
| of chattity is fuppofed to do to the Jtalian women.
| His hair too, which was twice the length of his
‘ i bedy, that is to fay, reaching down to his heels,
“ " | ! and thence to the crown of his head again, was
|

wreathed in rolls round, and role in a kind of

i pill {pire of a ruffet color, into which it was fun-burnt
HE e | from its original black. This man, on his arrival

at Bombay, addrefled himfelf folemnly to the

| Gentoos, and to them only, for money towards

i ~ founding the fmall pagoda I have mentioned 3 nor

indeed did I hear it fuggefted that he applied it ta

any other ufe. But his {cheme for exciting their

devotion was fomething extraordinary. He preach-

ed to them from the midft of a great fire which

furrounded him, and had fomething of a miracu-

Jous air, though there was nothing but what was

Wt L | very natural in it. He had a platform of earth

made of the elevation of about two foot, and about

| ewelve or fourteen foot fquare. Round this was

LR fet a pile of wood, which, being lighted, made

g I him appear as if preaching from amidft the flames,

{| 1 though they never touched him; but muft have

| I been unfupporfable to ‘any except himfelf, who

8 K had been from his childhood inured by degrees 1Q

| I t bear fuch a heat. This device had its effect, for

it nroduced to him a collection, at feveral times,
1o the amount of what he required.

Anp here I cannop quit Malabar-hill, without

| mentioning another particularity of it. At the

very extreme point of it, there is a rock on the de-

fcent to the fea, flat a-top, in which there is a na-

{3 rural crevice, that communicates with a hollow
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ihat terminates at an exterior opening to the fea,
This place is ufed by the Gentoos, as a purifica-
tion of their fins, which they fay is effected by
their going in at the opening, and emerging out
of the crevice, which feemed too narrow for per-
fons of any corpulence to fquecze through. How-

ever, this ceremony is of fuch repute, in the
neighbouring countries, that there is a tradition
that the famous Conajee Angria ventured by ftealth,
one night, on the ifland, on purpofe to perform
this ceremnony, and got off undifcovered.

e

Eaftward of the middle of Mallabar hill ftands ‘:it

a ftone building, ufed by the Parlees for depo- il

fiting their dead, it being contrary to their religion s 1R
to bury them. This buildiag 1s circular, 25 feet J b
\ in diameter, and 12 high, open at the top; In its bR L

center is a well or pit grated over, round which IR G

is a ftone platform, floping from the fides to the bl

center. On this platform the dead bodies are ex- W ERI

pofed to the birds of prey, fuch as Kites and Vul-
tures, which are here in great numbers. Thele
immediately feize on the corps, commonly begin-
ning with the eyes; a man is kept on purpofie to
obferve carefully which eye the birds firft pick out,
and on this they form their conjecture of the ftate
| of the foul of the defunc, the right being that ‘«
| which denotes happinefs. Jict
r The moifture from the corps, and the remains i i
| left by the birds, falls through the grate, thereby i
making room for fucceeding bodies. 2 '
The Parfees believe, that any one looking, into fa
i this building, except-the perfon whofe imimediate il
i bufinefs it is, will in confequence thereof fhortly (e |
die. I once went up to examine it. A Parfee in Al
a friendly manner begged me to defift; affuring 1
me, that I thould not long furvive the gratlﬁcatlon &
of this idle curiofity. l' |
|
|
:
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il Of the iflands adjacent to Bomsay, G,
It HE firtifland ftretching from Bombay, fro*w
L which it is feparated by the fea at flood, and

| p“na ole at ebb, 1s called Ol d Woman’s ifland, buf
| = | ;‘ for what reafon I know not. It is a narrow ftrip of
I
:

Jand, about two miles long, termina iting at the
“ ) end in. a fmall eminence, or hillock, upon which
il 1‘ a look-out-houfe is kept for veffels. Near the
i | ]‘, middle of this ifland are three tombs, kept con-
{tantly white, as land-marks into the harbor.
\ From the end of the ifland fthoots forth a dangerous
| | Jedge of rocks, which require a good birth to clear
| | them. For the reft, it produ es nothing remark-
L able, and yields on 1«* a fcanty foddering for a few
i cattle 5 and is rented out at about 201. ‘or 2co ru-
1 pees per annum.
‘ I At the harbor’s mouth lie two {mall f'cr 1fied
|

rocks, called Henara, and Canara, which you

i SRS

R leave on the right hand as you enter it. 'Ine
‘H were formerly in the h(l”l(m of Angria, and the
I Siddees, or Moors, which laft have been long dif-
\ poﬁ’cf’f of them. Inthep ’)fkuuon of an enemy they
|l would be u.‘acwar**'_zf us to us, overlockmg our
| harbor ; but probably they muft fall into the hands
| .
| of the I\«Iumtm”% Eo have lately 1» allowcd up
b B noftof the neighbouring country, and to whom fuch
I a feizure canma xIL])Ht atr mm'T acceffion of povw
\ Oppofite our caftle, at three miles diftance is
il ’s 1{l3 ad, fo c:ﬁ,}kdf m cattle being kept
0 € '}i'@mbf«':, where wé Keep an
il ni;gn"s mv;r;, with a fort, not of much more de-
g 1 | : ence than a pidgeon-houfe ; tho’ in the hands of
1 an me)) it would ferve to fireigthen the harbor
|| It is very fmall, its utmoft length not
romiles, and in breadth no where {carceone.
three miles from thence lhies the ifland
Jazai,gz, in fize 1n coni nm,oh and lately be-
ing to the Portuguefe; but h;’l with many
! | ocherof their neighb mmg p‘mccs, under the power

L
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of the Morattoes, It affords nothing but a little
rice, fowls, goats, and garden-ftuff for the Bom-
bay market.

Two miles from Butcher’s ifland, and ftill front-
ing the fort, lies the fmall but famous ifland of
Elephanta. It can at moft be about three miles
in compafs, and confilts of almoft all hill ; at the
foot of which as you land, you fee juft above the
thore on your right hand, an elephant, coarlely
cut out: in ftone, of the natural bignefs, and at
fome little diftance not impofiible to be taken for
a real elephant, from the ftone being naturally of
the color of that beaft. It ftands on a platform of
ftones of the fame color. On the back of this
elephant was placed ftanding another young one,
appearing to have been all of the fame ftone, but
has been long broken down. Of the meaning, or
hiftory of this image, there is no tradition old e-
nough to give any account. i i

RerurninGg then to the foot of the hill, you il "i

‘ {
.
|

-
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afcend an eafy flant, which about half way up the
hill brings you to the opening or portal of a large
cavern hewn out of the {olid rock, into a magni-
ficent temple ; for fuch furely it may be termed,
confidering the immenfe workmanthip of fuch an
excavation, and feems to me a far more bold at-
tempt than that of the pyramids of Egypt. There |
is a fair entrance into this fubterraneous tem-
ple, which is an oblong fquare, in length about *' |
eighty or ninety foot, by forty broad. The roof 4
is nothing but the rock cut flat a-top,-and in which
I could not difcern any thing that did not fhew it ‘.
to be all of one piece. It is about ten foot high, |

and fupported towards the middle at equidiftance b i
from the fides, and from one another, with two ORHINE L
regular rows of pillars of a fingular order. They i f i
are very maflive, thort in proportion to their thick=- !] [k chg it
nefs, and their capital bears fome refemblance toa “ 1181
&~ ‘{ .
round il 413 |.!;
H ;J |
R ik
| S
{ it
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round cufhion, prefled by the fuper-incumbent
mountain, with which they are alfo of one piece,
At the further end of this temple are three gigan-
tic figures, the face of one of which is at leaft five
foot in length, and of a proportionable breadth :
but thefe reprefentations have no reference or con-
nection ‘either to any known hiftory, or to the my-
thology- of the Gentoos. They had alfo continued
in a tolerable ftate of prefervation and whalenefs,
confidering the remotenefs of their antiquity, un-
til the arrival of the Portuguefe, who made them-
{elves mafters of this place, and in the blind fury
of their bigotry, not fuffering any idols but their
own, they muft have been at even fome pains to
maim and deface them, as they now remain, con-
fidering the hardnefs of the ftone. It is faid, they
even brought field-pieces to the demolition of
images, which fo greatly deferved to be fpared for
the unequalled curiofity of them. Of this queen
Catherineof Portugal was it feems fo fenfible, that
{he could not conceive that any traveller could re-
turn from that fide of India, without vifiting the
wonders of this cavern; of which too the fight ap-
peared to me to exceed all the defcriptions I had
ever read of them. About two thirds of the way

up this temple, on each fide, and fronting each
other, are two doors or out-lets, into fmaller grots
or excavations, and freely open to the air. Near
and about the door-way, on the right hand, are

alfo feveral mutilated images, fingle and in

groupes. In one of the laft I remarked a kind of
refemblance to the ftory of Solomon dividing the
child, there ftanding a figure with a drawn {word,

holding in one hand an infant with the head down-

wards, which it appears in act to cleave through

the middle. The out-let of the other on the left

hand, is into apn area of about twenty feet in

length, and twelve in breadth, at the upper end

of
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of which, as you turn to the right, prefents itfelf
2 colonnade covered a-top, of -ten or twelve foot
deep, and in length anfwering to the breadth of
the area; this joins to an apartment of the moft
regular architecture, an oblong fquare, with a door
in perfect fymmetry ; and the whole executed in

gite a different tafte and manper from the old-
eft or belt Gentoo buildings any where extant.
I took particular notice of {fome painting round
the cornifhes, not for any thing curious in the de-
fign, but for the beauty and frefhnefs of the co-
loring, which muft have lafted for fome thoufands
of years, on {uppofing 1t, as there is all reafon
fo to do, cotemporary with the building itfelf.
The floor of this apartment is generally full of wa-
ter, its pavement oOr ground-work not permitting
.t to drain off or be foaked up. For it is to be
obferved, that even the cavern itfelf is not vifitable
after the rains, until the ground of it has had time
to dry into a competent hardnefs.

In the mean time it feems to me fomewhat
furprizing, that fo admirable, fo ftupendous a
work as this which one would think almoft above
the reach of human performance, cannot by any
books or tradition, that ever I could hear of, be
traced up to its authors, no not even by conjetture.
For to give that name to the ridiculous opinion of
its having been executed by Alexander’s order,
would be doing it too much honor. In the firft
place, it is clear both by hiftory and tradition, that
the Macedonian conqueror never penetrated fo far
into India. Or was it even true that he did, What
likelihood is there that he fhould empioy his army,
or any body of men, on a little ifland not three
miles in circuit, without a drop of frefh water on
it, and quite wide of his route, to hew fuch a
temple out of the middle of a mountain, the bare

4 lid rock muft have

o ] £ whicl PN B B B e <
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|
It 1) taken a number of years? To fay nothing of the
| ;‘ji I chizzeling it into the regular form of pillars, an_d
L the reft of the architecture which it to this day exhi-
U 11 bits. Befides, thereis not in the images, or fculp-

the hiftory, manners, or worfhip of the Macedo-

nians ; and what is yet more unaccountable, no

not even of the Gentoos. The likelieft conjecture

i i e then that occurs is, that the religion of thefe laft
i) 1uft have undergone fome revolution (though this
| they ftrictly deny) and that this temple muft be
| the work of the old Aborigines of thie country.
| "Fhis conjecture is confirmed by the prefent Gen-
| toos not retaining, that ever I could learn, any
* i veneration for this place, or any regard for it, but
| on account of its undoubted antiquity. -Perhaps,

1 if a proper enquiry was to be made, there might
Ll be found among fome of the Bramins of the conti~
i nent, who are the depofitories of the antienteft hif-
B 1 tories, as well as of oral traditions, {fome accounts
it whereby to afcertain the epoch and origin of this
(IR next-to-miraculous work, fo as to fatisfy the cu-
riofity of the lovers of antiquity, and who could

|
b T tures, to be found the leaft thadow of allufion to
| “

never have a more noble objet. In the mean
| | . « 1 1 J =
J ¢ (LRI b time, it were to be wifhed, that {fome good draught{-
d | ‘ ] s gy 2 =
R man would oblige the public with accurate draw-
g | I : withal the continuity of the rock thus excavated,
|

the hardnefs of it, and calculating the time, and
I numbers of men it muft have taken up to bring it
8 into its form. For certainly there is to be found
I | in it wherewithal to exercife worthily the pencil of
L} R L a Cornelius le Brun, whofe juftnefs cannot enough
| be commended ; and it is impofifible for mere ver-
{ ! | bal defcription to give an adequate idea of it.
i | ~ Tuis place being fo near Bombay, affords the
| Englifh inhabitants there, not enly an eafy op-
Ll | | portunity of gratifying their curiofity, in vifiung
|
!

\ L ings and dimenfions taken on the fpot, examining
|

1

!

‘ io
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{o remarkable a fpot, but occafionally of a very
agreeable party of pleafure. Sometimes in their
way thither they dine at Butcher’s .ifland, on ac-
count of the conveniency of the -officer’s houfe to
ceceive them. Others again prefer carrying their
provifions with them, and dine in the cave itfelf,
than which, in the moft fultry days of the heats,
there cannot be imagined a cooler and more plea-
fant retreat. For though the air be almoft on fire,
you are no fooner entered the cave, than you are re-
frethed with a fenfible coolnefs. The three dpen-
ings abovementioned not only furnithing {ufficient
light, but a thorough draught of air, that does
not fo much convey frefhnels into the cave, as it
receives it from its conftant temperature, preferv-
ed to it by its impenetrability to the fun, from the
thicknefs of the mountainous mafs above it: and
even the light that comes into it through the por-
tals, has loft by the way all the force of thofe fiery-
particles; to which it gives {fo great an activity.
For it is obferved in India, as well as in all hot
countties, that the exclufion of light, is in fome
meafure an exclufion of heat, and that but darken-
ing an apartment only, fenfibly cocls it. This rule
admits of no exception, except in places where
the foil and fituation are of {uch a nature, as to
continue the heat, even after the aétual prefence
of the fun is withdrawn ; as in Gombroon on tlie
coaft of Perfia for example, where a high maffive
hill behind it, to which it is a kind of focal point,
and the bituminous quality of the earth, are cir-
cumftances that do not allow of the air’s cooling
between the fun-fet and fun-rife.

Bur, afking pardon for this digreffion, and re-
fuming my prefent fubjet, Iam to obferve, that
for the reft, this ifland contains nothing more that
is worthy of notice. There are not above two or

three huts upon it; which is not furpriziag, con*

i3 YO
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fidering the little land there is to cultivate, and
chat there is no water on it, but what may be faved
from the rains. The growth of the hill itfelf is
only underwood, and orafs; which, in the dry
feafon; are often fet on fire, and will continue
burning for three or four days ; attended with this
benefit, of fertilizing any cultivable {pots on it, and
of the falts being wathed down by the rains into
the lower grounds ; a practice that is much follow -
ed in all thofe countries, which they call burning
the land. |

To the northward of the ifland of Bombay, and
in one place, at Sion; only divided from it by a
parrow pafs fordable at low water, lies the com-
paratively great and fertile iftand of Salfett; our
being defrauded of which is a lofs can never e-
nough be regretted, and is at this day fo bitterly
felt by the company, and in coarfe {fo detrimen-
tally to the Englifh intereft.

It is in length about twenty-fix miles, and on
a medium breadth of eight or nine. The foil very
rich, and improvable by cultivation into the bear-
ing of every thing producible between the tropics.
It is every where well-watered, but was employed
by the Portuguefe chiefly to raife rice, with which
it ufed to furnith Goa, and was called its granary.
There is alfo great ftore of almoft all manner of
game on i, both of the fur and feather. In fhort,
1 cannot eafily conceive that there can be a more
agreeable fpot in the univerfe. But it was effen-
tially neceffary to Bombay, which, with its num-
ber of inhabitants, cannot well {ubfift without its
fupplies of all manner of provifions.

Noruinc could be harder than to disjoin it
from the regality of Bombay, to which it {tood
formally annexed, and was confequently compre-
hended in the treaty of ceffion. In lieu of accom-
plithing which, in breach of all the rules of good

taith,
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faith, they put us off with a place that had no me-
rit in 1t, but the bare harbor, and its being the
nominal feat of government; which however, un-
der the l’ormfruef'e, could raife it to no confidera-
tion beyond that of a poor fithing-place. And
even this fingle ifland of Hoany, thus amputated
of its vital member, they did not yield up, not till
after they had obliged the Englith commander,
fent out by the king with forces to take pofieflion
of it, to winter on a fmall wretched ifland down
the coaft, called Anjadiva, where he loft the beft
part of his men through ficknefs, want of provi-
fions, and inconvenience of lodgment. At length
however the Englith, wearied out with a fruitlefs
infiftence, were weak enough to compound for
part, fince the whole of their due was thus pe.ﬁ-
dioufly withheld from them; and being admitted
to the pofleflion of Bombay, that too was clogged
with the reftriétions relating to private property,
which I have before- mentloned and which might
have been thought no more than reafonable, if the
other part of the dominion annexed to it had been
thrown in.

Trus this part of the dower of queen Catharine
of Portugal, to whom her barrennefs can never be
mentioned as a reproach, but only as a misfor-
tune both to her and the nation, was almoft thrunk
to nothing ; for the improvement of the Englith
afterwards cannot be taken into the reckoning.
Every one knows what was the fate of ’langxerq
on the coaft of Barbary, foon after demolithed and
given up, on account of the expence of it not an-
iwermcr the ends of keeping it, for which reafon
only, the Portuguefe were probably induced to
part with it to us. Even too the fum collaterally
paid for the dower of the queen, was by that good -
natured king emploved in an armament appro-
priated to the pretection and defence of Portugal
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itfelf, againft the defigns of the Spaniards upon it,
who were at that time looked upon in no other
light than a revolted province. But there was ftill
a worfe confequence attended that inau{picious al-
liance, which has not been at leaft generally re-
marked, and that is, that we undoubtedly loft the
trade of Japan by it; and this will not appear a
forced or far-fetched inference, to thofe who fhall
combine with it, the circumftance of the Portuguefe
being about that time expelled Japan, with all the
deteftation and refentment of which that nation
was capable, and for which it was {o juftifiable,
after their priefts being the caufe of the maflacre
of above forty thoufand revolted Japanefe, befides
numbers executed with tortures, in cold blood, to
whom the church of Rome has given the appella-
tion of martyrs; though nothing is more certain,
that this extermination of the Chriftians took place
purely upon a political, and by no meaps a religi-
ous account, which was only the acceflary motive.
Whilft the Portuguefe or Romifh priefts contented
themfelves with preaching the tenets of their reli-
gion, however oppofite they were, or repugnant
to the eftablifhed one of the country ; they had all
the liberty, nay all the encouragement imaginable:
But when that nation, always jealous of foreigners,
and now wife in time, difcovered that under the
pretext of propagating their doctrine, they formed
parties in the flate, and even intermeddled with
the fucceffion which they caballed to make it fall
on one of their favorers; when the Japanefe, I
{ay, were informed, by the indifcreet confeflion of
one of the Spanith commanders (for Porrugal was
then annexed to Spain) that the way his malfter
had made ufe of to fubdue many nations, was to
fend miflionaries before, whofe bufinefs it was to
form a fufficicnt party among their converts, to
join with fuch forces as thould be fent to fubdue

the
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the reft ; no wonder that thus forewarned as they
were, that fierce, fufpicious people took the alarm,
and were determined to get rid at any rate of {uth
dangerous innovators, and proceeded to the ex-
tremities they did, on finding that nothing lefs than
fuch extremities were neceflary. But even then
the Eaglith were not involved in that profcription
and expulfion, They remained upon toleration,
and at leaft vpon as good a footing as the Dutch
themfelves. But thefe laft, in purfuit of thei
fcheme of engroffing this trade, made no feruple of
availing themfelves of fo favorable a conjuncture, as
that of our alliance by marriage with the king of
Portugal, whom the Japanefe confidered with rea-
fon as their bittereft and perpetual enemy. They
infinuated then_to the emperor the danger to him
from this connetion, and gave fuch plaufible co-
lors to it, and drew fuch probable inferences from
it, that alarmed his jealoufy ; upon which he
lumped conclufions againft us, and forbad the re-
turn of any of our fhips there, on pain of death,
a prohibition which has not been repealed to this
day.

ALt thefe confiderations on which I have the
more infifted, as they fet the injuftice done us
in the detention of the ifland of Salfett in the
ftronger light, evince the truth of that general re-
mark, of the Englith being fo liable to be over-
reached in their negotiations, treaties, and com-
pacts.

However, it was fome alleviation of the da-
mage we {uftained, rhat at leaft this ifland, whilft
in the hands of the Portuguefe, formed a barrier
to us, againft the invafions of the Morattoes ; and
whilft we were at peace with that crown, and there
appeared no probability but of its continuance,
Bombay enjoyed, in fome meafure, the advamagesf
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of that ifland’s produce, and fupplies of provifions,
L Wil which was alfo a mutual beneft.

i Bur fuch was the fupine indolence, and blind-
| iefs of the Portuguefe government to its Own in-
i 11 cereft, that notwithitanding it was fo inflexibly re-
i {olure in keeping pofle(lion of this ifland, which
|
|

was fo much our due, from us, I fay, who were
, ¢heir friends and allies, 1t took no fort of care to
| ‘ defend it againft their conftant and natural enemies
I the Morattoes ; yet nothing was eafier than to fecure
il it. Thofe people had not then the Jeaft maritime
force, and the ifland could only be attacked by

b Jand at one very narrow pafs, fordable at ebb only,
| which was called the pafs of Tannah. Here they
had only a miferable redoubt, of no awe, or
ftrength. At length, however, on the appearance
of an approaching rupture with the Morattoes,
\ they began to fee the expediency of fortifying this
important poft ; and with an abfurdity hardly to

1 be believed, they began the conftruétion of a fort,
LM that would have indeed effectually anfwered the
T I 0 defign, if the Morattoes could be fuppofed fuch
LA {1 ideots as to fuffer them to finifh it, when they had
L not provided even the thadow of a force to cover
il the building, or repel any interruption of it. Ac-
i cordingly the Morattoes very quietly let them go
l | on with the fortification, of which themf{elves were
\ | {ure of reaping the benefit. For before it was fi-
|
|

s
"
13
2
1
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|

nithed, and well-nigh finithed it was, they poured
their troops into the ifland, and eafily took a fort,
i I the walls of which were in fome places open, and
| | the batteries yet unmounted with cannon; after
L which they had not the leaft oppofition worth men-
| \ I} tioning to encounter on the reft of this ifland : the
| fort of Bandurah, or rather a fortified houfe of the

| jefuits, over-againft Mahim, not holding out two

| days. In fhort, this great and noble ifland fell as

it (I | ealy a prey to the Morattoes as themfelves could
1Rl e have
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have wifhed : by which means Bombay is now be-
come a frontier open to their incurfion, or inva-
fion, upon the leaft mifunderftanding ; which can
hardly be avoided, fooner or later, with a people
naturally unftable, ignorant of their own intereits,
or at leaft, and at beft very indifferent to commer-
cial ones, preferring, like moft of the Orientals, a
momentary prefent profit, either to a lafting one,
or to a much greater one, if at any diftance of
time. Befides, that without any actual hoftiliry,
they may greatly ftreighten and diftrefs Bombay,
both by non-concurrence to its fupplies from Sal-
fett, and by interrupting their inland communica-
tion with the continent, of which the pals of Tan-
nah is as it were the key. And with refped to
thefe people, it is not now, as formerly, when the
Europeans could over-awe them with their artille-
ry, and fuperior {kill of war, a {uperiority, which
though ftill preferved, is not however equal to the
advantage that is on their fide of infinitely fuperior
numbers, who are befides no longer to be fright-
ened with the noife of powder, and in the ufe of
which themfelves are fo greatly improved, as to
prattice mines, ana mortars, in which if they do
not as yet equal the Europeans, they have how-
ever learnt not to be fo much afraid of them, as
they at firft were, when lefs acquainted with them.
Befides, when the Portuguefe firft made their fet-
tlements in thofe parts by force, the country-pow-
ers were all difunited, and too much at variance
among themfelves, as well as too conftantly kept
in check by the Mogul government, to a& effec-
tually againft thofe invaders, and oppofe their for-
tifying in their country. But the cafe is now great-
ly reverfed with them, in all thefe points.
SALseTT, then fubjetted to their dominion, re-
duces the tenure of Bombay itfelf to very precari-
Ous terms, and confequently leflens its value, in
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p;'m,‘t:rort'aon as it leffens its fecurity. Though for
the prefent perhaps, the Gentoo government -may
be rightly fenfible of the advantages it derives
from Bombay being in the hands of the Englifh ;
advantages which it knows itfelf too well to hope
the continuance of them, upon taking 1t from
them 3 yet fuch 1s the natural_ficklenefs of thofe
people, fuch the fpiric of rapine and plunder, and

the greedinels 10f immediate profit, conftitutional
to them, that there is no folid dependence to be
placed on their fentiments from one day to ano-
ther. Nor could all the fortifications of Bombay
be fuppofed capable of holding out againit them,
if they are once bent on a conqueft of it efpecia<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>