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INTRODUCTION.

<l B gl Bk b 5 T R

An abridgment of the biftory of the emperors of IN-
DOSTAN, from TAMERLANE in 1738, o bis defcen-
dant MaumomeDp Suan in 1930. The power of
Nizam aL Muruck, viceroy of the DECKAN
with remarks on the inhabitants, the title of
Soubahdar, and the authority of the Nabobs under
bim. The congueff of INDOSTAN, by NADIR
SraH, in 1738 5 and the declenfion of the GREAT
MocuL’s power. Of the CaArRNATIC, and its Na-
bobs, fromSupeT ALLEE CAWN i 1752, f0 ANA-
vErDY CAWN in 1943. The attacks made by the
Nabobs o# the GExTOO princes, till the invafion
of the MIORATTOES i 1740 : account of thefe in-
vaders y their conquefts and devaftation in the Car-
natic and Trichinopli: zheir expulfion by Nizam
AL MuLuck s and bis appointment of ANAVERDY
Cawn f0 be Nabob of the CARNATIC, i 1744 3
awbhich gave rife to the WAR in IND1IA between the
EncLISH and FRENCH.

HE Mahometan princes had eftablifhed them-
felves in ‘feveral parts of India, long before
Tamerlane, the Tartar prinee of Samarcand, pene-
trated there in 1398, when he dethroned the Sultan
Mahmoud, and left the empire of Indoftan to his
own pofterity. Tamerlane died in 1404, and his def-
cendants ereCted the new Dynafty of Mahometan
B empEerors,




g INTRODUCTION,

emperors, called the Great Moguls, one of whom,
named Shah Gehan, was depofed by his fon Au-
rengzebe, and died in 1666. Aurengzebe main-
tained himfelf in the throne near fifty years, con-
quered many provinces, and died in 1707. He
was fucceeded by his fon Bahadar Shah, and the
blood of Tamerlane continued to be held in too
great veneration thréughout the empire, to permit
any others than his defcendants to entertain the
thoughts of afcending the throne with impunity :
but fome of them only accomplifhed the ceremony
of being placed on the throne of Delli, to entitle
them to be ranked in the lift of its monarchs. By
that dependence to the great men of the empire, to
which their contefts for the crown had reduced the
defcendants of Aurengzebe, the emperors elected,
although defpotic with the multitude, afcended the
throne in bonds, and were in reality only the {laves
of their minifters, who ruled the empire as they
pleafed ; while the people faw the glare of a fove-
reign, whofe commands extended no farther than
among the women of his feraglio. Thefe mini-
{ters depofed and murdered Furruckihir in 17193
after which, they placed on the throne his coufin-
german Raffeih Al Dirjat, whom they alfo mur-
dered, after he had reigned only three months.
His brother Raffeih Al Dowlet was the f{uccefior ;
but died foon after, and it is {fufpected he was poi-
foned. This paved the way for Mahomed Shah *
to the imperial dignity. He was {on of Jehan Shah,
one of the three princes who perifthed in contending
for the crown with their brother Jehandar Shah;
{fo that a fon of each of thefe three unfortunate
princes became emperor only to be as unfortunate
as his father ; but the greateft humiliation, if not

s re

* Qr Shah Hamet,
the
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the moft tragical exit, was referved for Mahomed
Skiah, the great-grandfon of Aurengzebe,

AT this time, in 1730, the government of the
Deckan was invefted in the viceroy Nizam Al
Muluck, who was bred under the eye of Aureng-
zebe, and without rebellion had rendered himfelf
almoft independent of the emperor, though a
fourth part of the empire was under his Junfdxc—
tion; having feven large territories, extending from
Balaftne to Cape Comorm, ¢’ which he had the
indubitable right of nominating feven Nabobs, or
oOvernors of provinces. Beﬁdes, in all parts of
India, there are ftill extenfive diftrits which have
preferved ; with the Gentoo religion, the old form
of government under Indian kmos, called Rajah’s:
fuch are Maiffore* , whofe cap1tal is Seringapatnam ;
and Tanjore +, whofe capital is of the fame name.
There are alfo, among the woods and mountainous
parts of the country, feveral petty princes or heads
of clans, diftinguithed by the name of Polygars.
Thele are all tributary to the Nabobs, and thofe to
the viceroys, whofe capital is Aurengabad in the
kingdom of Golconda.

TrEe fundamental laws of the government were,
to acknowledge the Grand Mogul for firft fove-
reign; the governor-general of the Deckan for his
reprefentative in that country; and the particular
governors appointed by that viceroy, as holding
their authority from him., Thefe princes are by
cuitom proud, and have a contempt for other na-
tions. They are generally called Moors, as are all
the governing people of India: but it is a great im-
propriety to call thefe Mahometan ufurpers by that
name; and yet, as the writers of all nations have
given them that appellation, it would now be a

e enn

* Or Myfore. + Qr Tanjaour.
B 2 greater
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greater impropriety to deviate from that ufage.
Their attachment is fo {tri¢t to ancient mannets,
that they never change their modes of life or fafhions.
There is no charaéter thefe Afiatic princes are {o
fond of as that of a warrior ; and, as they have no
other notion of government, they have been con-
tinually at war with one another. They talk in a
high ftrain of their paffion for military glory; and
as the word Zing, in their language, fignifies a
foldier, it appears, by the frequency of that termi-
nation to moit of their Nabobs, how generally they
affet the honor of that title.

Howgever, it has been obferved, that all the
Mahometans eftablithed in India acquire, in the
third generation, the indolence and pufillanimity of
the original inhabitants, and at the {ame time a
cruelty of character to which the Indians are at pre-
fent happily ftrangers. Hence we are almoft in-
duced to give affent to the opinion, - that the prohi-
bition of fhedding blood of any kind, inculcated
by the Indian religion, was a political inftitution,
wifely calculated to change into gentler manners
the fanguinary difpofition, which is faid to have
chara@erifed all the inhabitants of Indoftan, before
the religion of Brama was introduced among them.

Tue Deckan*, is fo called from its fouthern
fituation 3 and the word Soubah fignifies a province;
fo that the viceroy of this territory is called Sou-
bahdar, and by Europeans, improperly, Soubah:
The Moorith governors, dependent on the Soubah-
dar, aflume the title of Nabob+, which fignifies
deputy, who ought to hold his commiffion from
Delli ; and if at his death a fucceflor has not been
previcufly appointed by the Great Mogul, the
Soubahdar has the right of nominating a perfon to

* Or Decan. 4+ Or Navab.
adminifter
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2dminifter the nabobfhip until the will of the fo-
vereign is known: but a Nabob thus appointed 1s
ot deemed authentically eftablifhed until he is con-
frmed from Delli. The Soubahdar receives from
the feveral Nabobs the annual revenues of the
crown, and remits them to the treafury of the em-
pire. ‘The Nabols are obliged to accompany him
in all military expeditions within the extent of his
viceroyalty ; but not 1n any without that extent.
Thefe regulations were intended to place them in
fuch a ffate of dependence on the Soubahdar, as
(hould render them fubfervient to the interefts of
the empire 5 and at the fame time leave them fuch
independence, as to render it difficult for the Sou-
bahdar to make ufe of them to difturb the throne.

Amonc other inftances of contempt with which
the majefty of the emperor was treated of late
years, the governors of provinces not only counter-
feited letters, orders, and patents from the court
of Delli; but even hired men to act the part of
officers invefted by the Great Mogul, with power
to confer with them on the affairs of their govern-
ment. Thefe minifterial impoftors were pompoully
received in the capital, where the Viceroy or Na-
bob humbled himfelf before the pretended repre-
{entative, who delivered .in public his credentials,
and the fi&titious orders he had been inftructed to
enforce. Thefe meafures were pratifed to appeafe
the minds of the people, who ftill retained fo much
veneration for the blood of Tamerlane, that a
viceroy always thought it neceflary to create an
opinion among them, that he was a favorite of the
emperor, even if he was in arms againft bis au-
thority.

[ mave mentioned this, to fhew the power with
which Nizam Al Muluck was invefted in the year
1738, when he was no lefs than ninety-four years

B3 of




vi INTRODUCTION,

of age, fo that he was in the prime of life at the
death of Aurengzebe. His eldeft fon, Gauzedy
Cawn, was bucfhee, or paymafter-general, the fe-
cond man in power, next to the Vizir, in this
mighty empire.

THe removal of two dangerous enemies to the
throne, placed Mahomed Shah in pofieffion of it,
with a fecurity unknown to his precedeflors fince
the reign of Aurengzebe ; but his greatefl danger
lay in this fecurity.  He was weak, fenfual, indo-
lent, and irrefolute 3 conferring greater power on
his own favorites, than had been aflumed by for-
mer minifters. Thofe favorites offended Nizam Al
Muluck, who loudly cenfured their adminiftration -
but as he was fo far advanced in years, he thought
himfelf unable to bring about a neceflary reforma-
tion ; or pretending that there could be no other re-
medy in fuch defperate evils than a total revolus
tion of the empire, he fent to Nadir Shah, com-
monly called Thamas Kouli Khan, who had ufurped
the throne of Perfia, and advifed him to come and
take pofleflion of that of Indoftan. The confe-
quence was this, his advice was eagerly purfued,
and the brave ambitious Perfian eafily dethroned the
timid diffolute Mogul.

Tue fatal hour approached, in which a Perfian
adventurer was to have it in his power to exter-
‘minate the race of Tamerlane, and annex the richeft
empire of the world to his own. Nadir Shah en-
tered India from Kandahar in the beginning of the
year 1738; and a flight battle decided the fate of
the Great Mogul, who laid his regalia at the foot
of the conqueror, faw his capital plundered, and a
hundred thoufand of its inhabitants maffacred.

IT was imagined, that after fo eafy a conqueft,
Nadir Shah would have declared himfelf fovereign
of the empire, and have detached fome of his Per-
fian generals as viceroys over the diftant provinﬁ:es,

where
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where they would have raifed great contributions
from the natives, and obliged the European fettle-
ments to pay largely for their liberty of trade, and
the confirmation of thofe privileges, which they had
obtained of the former lords and governors of thofe
countries. But the conqueror only referved to him-
felf fome of the weftern provinces, and reftored all
the reit to the unhappy Mogul, whom he formally
reinftated in the throne of his anceftors. Nadir
Shah then returned to Perfia at the end of the
year 1739, with an immenfe treafure. Generous
to an avowed enemy, he was foon after maflacred
by his pretended friends. The effeéts of his con-
queft were not felt till fome years after in the fou-
thern provinces, and were then of a different kind
from what was at firft apprehended. The coniti-
tution of the Mogul empire began to lofe its vigor
immediately after the death of Aurengzebe, the
ableft monarch that ever reigned over Indoitan:
but fince the dreadful incurfion of the Perfians, it
has declined fo much, that Soubahdars have main-
tained themfelves in their governments againft the
will of the fovereign, and have appointed Nabobs
under them with as little regard to his authority.
Nabobs have alfo kept pofleflion of their go-
vernments, in oppofition both to the Soubahdar and
the Mogul : but what is more extraordinary, in the
offices of a defpotic ftate, both Soubahdars and
Nabobs have appointed their fucceffors, who have
frequently fucceeded with as little oppofition, as if
they had been the heirs apparent of an hereditary
dominion.

Tue Carnatic, or province of Arcot, is one of
the moft confiderable governments dependent on
the Soubahdar of the Deckan, and comprehends
the principal fettlements of the Europeans, Madrafs
and Pondicherry, as alfo the capital city called
Arcot. It was not before the beginning of the

B 4 prefent
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prefent century, that this province was entirely re

duced by the Moors : but its limits now are greatly
inferior to thofe which bounded the ancient Carna-
tic ; for the Nabobs of Arcot have never extended
their authority beyond the river Gondegama to the
north ; the great chain of mountains to the weft ;
and the borders of the kingdoms of Trichinopoli *,
Tanjore, and Maiffore to the fouth; the fea bounds
it to the eaft. |

SupeT ALLEECawN+ was aregularandacknow-
ledged Nabob of the Carnatic, and governed that
province from the year 1710 to 1732, when he
died. As he had no iflue, he adopted the two {ons
of his brother 3 appointing the elder, Deuft Allee
Cawn I, to fucceed in the nabobfhip 3 and confer-
ring the government of Velore on the younger, who
was named Boker Allee Cawn. He alfo directed
that Gulam Haflein, the nephew of his favorite
wife, thould be Duan, or prime minifter, to his
fucceffTor. The difpofitions he had made were ful-
filled without oppofition or difficulty : but the Sou-
bahdar, Nizam Al Muluck, beheld the fucceflion
of the new Nabob with averfion, fince it took effect
without that deference to his authority, which he
was determined to eftablith throughout all the go-
vernments under his jurifdiction.

DeustALLEe Cawn marriedone of his daughters
to Chunda Saib§, a man of no family nor riches;
but endowed by nature with talents, and a capacity,
that made ample amends for what fortune had de-
nied him, This lord gave his own daughter, by a
former wife, in marriage to Gulam Haffein, who
was incapable of adminiftring the office of Duan,

* Or Tritchanopoly ; ~fometimes called Trichenapaly.
+ By fome called Sadatulla. 1 Or Daouft Aly Kan,
§ Sometimes called Chunda-Saheb, and Sander-Saheb.
which
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which was therefore conferred upon his father-
in-law.

Tue kingdoms of Trichinopoli, Tanjore, Ma-
dura, Maiffore, and Marava were governed by
Gentoo princes, fubjected to pay 2 yearly tribute to
the Mogul ; which was not punctually performed ;
and the new Nabob laid hold of this circumftance

* to make war upon them, and obtain, their domi-
nions for his own family. He affembled a nu-
merous army, confifting of about thirty thoufand
horfe, with a proportionable number of foot, the
command of which he gave to his eldeft fon Sub-
der Allee * and Chunda Saib, who began their war-
like operations by advancing towards the territories
of Trichinopoli : but to prevent {fufpicions, the
colle@ion of the tribute was given out as the only
intention of the expedition, and the army was Or-
dered to move leifurely down to the fea-coaft, be-
fore they proceeded to the fouth. Accordingly,
they came to Madrafs, where they remained fome
days ; then marched to Pondicherry, and continu-
ed there a longer time. Here Chunda Saib laid the
firft foundation of his connexions with the French
government in that city, from whence he advanced
towards the capital of Trichinopoli, 2 large popu-
lous place, about thirty-five leagues fouth-weft of
Pondicherry. It was completely invefted by the
Moorith army on the fixth of March 1736, and
caken by affault the twenty fixth of April following.
Subder Allee eftablifhed Chunda Saib in the go-
vernment of Trichinopoli, where he ‘affumed the
title of Nabob, After making themfelves maiters
of all the country, they invaded the kingdom of
Tanjore, and befieged the capital, where Sahagy
the king had fhut himfelf up with all the troops he

RS

* Or Sabder Aly Cawn,
could
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could affemble together. That place was well for-
tified in their manner ; fo that the Moorifth princes
turned the fiege into a blockade, after having at-
tacked it in vain for fix months.

WaiLe Chunda Saib commanded at the fiege, his
brother Bara Saib advanced towards the fouth with
a detachment of fifteen thoufand horfe, and made
himfelf mafter of Marava, Madura, and the coun-
try about cape Comorin, Then afcending along
the coaft of Malabar, he pufhed his conquefts into
the province of Travancour. In thefe circum-
itances, Chunda Saib put the French in pofleffion
of Karical; while Subder Allee returned to his fa-
ther at Arcot who appo*nteﬂ Meer-Affud to fuc-
ceed Chunda Saib in the office of Duan, and the
latter refolved to fecure hlS new conquered domini-
ons as an independent government for himfelf.

TrE Gentoo pxm ces were greatly alarmed at
thefe conqnefu, and difpatched meﬁ'enm:rs to Maha
Raja the king of the Morattoes *, reprefenting to
him, that if they were not {peedily aflifted, their
religion muft be fubverted, as well as their domi-
nions deftroyed, by the Mahometans. The chief
minifters of that prince, moft of whom were Bra-
mins, perfuaded him it was an indifpenfible article
of his duty to comply with their requeft; and he
at laft determined to fend them an army of fixty
thoufand horfe, and a hundred and fifty thoufand
foot, under the command of his eldeft fon Ragogi
Boufola + Sena Saib Soula, who began his march
with thefe numerous forces in October 1739.

IF it be matter of altonithment, that fuch num-
bers of fighting men are frequently brought into the
field, how will it appear, when it is added to the

* Or Marattas ; fometimes called Marattes, and Morattaes.
+ Or Ragojee Bonfala. |

account,



INTRODUCTION. xi

account, that every horfeman has two fervantss
one to take care of his horfe, the other to procure
him forage ; and that all thefe are accompanied by
their wives and children!

Tur Viceroy Nizam Al Muluck was obliged
to keep his arms turned towards Delli, which pre-
vented him from marching into the Carnatic; fo
that he permitted the Morattoes to attack the Nabob,
which they were eager to do, with the defire of
pillaging a country, that had been long enriched by
the gold and filver which moft nations in the world
had carried there for the purchafe of Indian com-
modities. The Morattoes were now confidered as
the moft enterprifing foldiers of Indoftan, and as the
only nation of Indians, which feem to make war
an occupation by choice ; for the Rajpouts are fol-
diers by birth. ~ Of late years they had frequently
been at the gates of Delli; {fometimes in arms a-
gainft the throne; atothers, in defence of it againft
the Affghans or Patans. The ftrength of their ar-
mies confifts in their numerous cavalry, which is
more capable of refifting fatigue than any in India,
and large bodies of them have been known to
march fifty miles ina day. They avoid general
engagements, and feem to have no other idea in
making war, but that of doing as much mifchief
as pofiible to the enemy’s country 5 which they ef-
fe&t by driving off the cattle, deftroying the har-
vefts, burning the villages, and by exercifing fuch
cruelties, as induce the people of the open country
to take flight on the firft rumors of their approach.
The celerity of their motions prevents any method
of refiftance againft their main body, or even of
effeCually attacking any of their detachments :
therefore, the expence of maintaining an army 1n
the field, with little probability of fighting fuch an
enemy, and the greater detriment arifing from the.
devaftations they commit, generally incline the go-

vernments
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vernments they attack to purchafe their retreat with
money *,

Berore the Carnatic was conquered by the
Great Mogul, the Morattoes were in poffeflion of
feveral forts and territories ‘in the country, which
the Moors obliged them to abandon; with a ftipu-
lation that they fhould annually receive a portion
of the revenues, as a recompence for the pofleflions
which they relinquifhed, and as an encouragement
to refrain from their ufual predatory incurfions into
the province. The Nabobs of Arcot had many
years neglefed to pay this kind of tribute, and the
Morattoes had defifted from their accuftomed me-
thod of cbtaining reparation, from their great fear
of Nizam Al Muluck : but this reftraint was now
removed, by the encouragement which they receiv-
ed from him to invade the Carnatic,

Tue Morattoe army approached the Carnatic in
May 1740, pillaging and ravaging all the country
through which they pafied. The Nabob marched
from Arcot with what troops he could afiemble,
which were only four thoufand horfe and fix thoufand
foot, to defend the paffes of Damal-cherri, until
he could receive freth fuccours from his fon Sub-
der Allee and Chunda Saib : but he was betrayed by
one of his Indian officers, who fuffered the Morat-
toes to pafs the ftation whare he commanded. The
confequence was, that the Nabob was furioufly at-
tacked in the rear of his fmall army, which was
not guarded by intrenchments. His men refolute-
ly defended themfelves, until they faw him, and
his fon Haffan Allee, fall dead from their elephants.
The rout was then general; moft of the Nabob’s

* For a more particular account of the Morattoes; their
difpofition 3 the nature of their troops; their arms, perfons,
and drefs, fee my firft volume.

officers
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officers were flain; and Meer-Affud was taken
prifoner.  This happened on the 2oth of May,
when the ground was extremely wet by the rains
which fell the night before, fo that many fugitives
were trod under foot by the elephants, which funk
down to the middle of the leg in mud. It is faid,
that never was a fight more {hocking to humanity
than what this battle prefented, of horfes, camels, and
elephants, wounded and furious, mingled and over-
whelmed, together with officers and foldiers, fending
forth hideous cries, making vain efforts to efcape
from the floughs full of bleod wherein they were
plunged, and ftifling and crufhing to pieces thofe
wounded foldiers who wanted ftrength to rife. The
conquerors plundered the camp, carried off the mi-
litary cheft, and took the ftandard of Mahomert,
as alfo that of the Mogul, above forty elephants,
and a great number of horfes. The body of Deuft
Allee Cawn was found among the dead; but that
of his fon could not be diftinguithed.

Tz Morattoes fent detachments to plunder and
levy contributions into every part of the province 3
while Subder Allee fled to Velore, and Chunda Saib
returned to Trichinopoli. The Morattoes wrote from
Arcot to the governor of Madrafs, thatthey had large
demands on the company, which they would fettle at
leifure : but in the mean time, they demanded
thrée hundred thoufand pagodas in part towards the
pay of their army.  As this letter was only fent by
two horfemen, it was not difficult for the governor
to return an anfwer : but he would not have found
it {o eafy, in the circumftances the place then was,
to avoid parting with a capital fum, if they had fup-
ported their demand, by marching one pait of their
army againft the town ; and that they neglected it,
was owing to. other caufes, more than any opinten
that his power was fufficient to refift them.

THE
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Tre fortifications of Pondicherry were at this
time in fuch reputation, among a people who had
never before feen any thing equal to them, that the
late Nabob and his children had fent their families
and treafures to remain there during the war;
while the opulent inhabitants of Arcot removed all
their valuable effe@s into the ftrong holds with
which the province abounds. The Morattoe ge-
neral alfo threatened to attack Pendicherry with all
his forces, unlefs he had immediate fatisfaction
made by the payment of confiderable fums. He far-
ther demanded a yearly tribute to be paid, and the
family and treafure of the Nabob to be delivered
up to him. Several letters paflfed between him and
M. Dumas, the French governor, who thewed, by
his anfwers to the Morattoe, that he was not to be
terrified at his menaces.

THE Morattoes, thus difappointed, readily lif-
tened to the propofals of their prifoner Meer Aflud,
who was impowered by Subder Allee to treat with
them ; and it was agreed, they fhould be paid, at
different periods, ten millions of rupees, equal to
one year’s revenue of the province, on condition
that they quitted it immediately. This was made
public; but another article was kept fecret, where-
by the Morattoes had liberty to attack Chunda
Saib, and feize his dominions for themfelves. Ag
foon as the treaty was ratified, Subder Allee af
fumed the title and authority of Nabob; while
Chunda Saib put Trichinopoli in the beft pofture of
defence, as apprehenfive of what had been tran{-
acted againft him.

Tue Morattoes accordingly quitted the province,
and returned in December ; invaded the country of
Trichinopoli, invefted the capital, cut off all fup-
Plies, and obliged Chunda Saib to furrender the
place, on the 26th of March 1741, after he had
bravely defended it three months. The Morattoes

put
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put him, with his fon, and their principal officers,
ander the ftricteft confinement 3 and having drained
Trichinopoli, they appointed Morarow *, one of
their generals, viceroy of the kingdom, leaving
fourteen thoufand of their troops under his com-
mand. During the fiege, the Morattoe general
font 5 detachment of eight thoufand horfe, and a
ftrong body of foot, to the fea-coaft, who attacked
Porto Novo, about fix leagues to the fouth of Pon-
dicherry, and eafily made themfelves mafters of an
open indefenfible place, which they plundered, and
carried off all the merchandizées found in the ma-
gazines of the Englifh, ¥ rench, and Dutch. The
fame detachment marched from Porto Novo to
Goudelour, an Englith fettlement four leagues
fouth of Pondicherry, which they pillaged. Afrer
this, they encamped at Archiouac, a league and
half from Pondicherry; from whence they ‘march-
ed to attack Congymer and Ladras, two eftablifh-
ments belonging to the Dutch, whofe magazines
they entirely plundered.

Susper ALLrE wasthus confirmed Nabob bythe
Morattoes, and Chunda Saib was removed from
exciting inteftine commotions: but the refentment
of Nizam Al Muluck ftill remained to be appeafed.
The late calamities fo much affe&ted the new Na-
bob, that he removed his court from the open and
defencelefs city of Arcot, and took up his refidence
at Velore, which was well fortified, and had a {trobg
citadel formerly buile by the Morattoes. With
the fame fpirit of precaution he fent his wives and
children with his treafures to Madrafs ; becaufe he
fufpeéted the connetions which fubfifted between
Chunda Saib and WM. Dupleix, the governor of
Pondicherry. The Nabob made feveral vifits from
Velore to his family at Madrafs ; and thefe journies

# Or Morari-row.
WEFE
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were reported to Nizam Al Muluck, as proofs of
his intention to proceed from thence by fea to
Mecca, to fpend the remainder of his days in aéts
of devotion at the tomb of Mahomet.

MorTiZz ALLEE, who had married the Nabob’s
fiter, was now governor of Velore, and was un-
willing to pay his contingent for the Morattoes ; in
which he was joined by other governors, who repre-
lented to him, that the Soubahdar would be pleafed
with any violent meafures that might be taken by
the officers of the Carnatic, againit a Nabob wha
paid little deferenee to his authority. A confpiracy
was formed, and Subder Allee was aflaflinated by
fome Abyflinian flaves ; after which Mortiz Allee
influenced the army to proclaim him Nabob; but
they as foon dethroned him, and Seid Mahomed
Cawn, the young fon of Subder Allee, was declared
lawful fucceflor to the government of the Carnatic.

Tue Soubahdar Nizam Al Muluck had no dan-
ger to apprehend from the court of Delli, and
marched in the {pring from Golconda to Arcot, ag
the head of his army, which was compofed of
eighty thoufand horfe, and two hundred thoufand
foot. Such a force could meet with no refiftance :
he fettled the government at Arcot, which he con-
ferred on Ceja Abdullah Cawn, and took the young
prince whom he had depofed under his own care. He
alfo expelled the Morattoes from Trichinopoli ; and
returned to Golconda, where he was attended by
the new Nabob, who was poifoned on the road,
and was fucceeded in his government by Anaverdy
Cawn *, through the favor of Nizam Al Muluck.

THE new Nabob arrived at Arcot in April ; and
the introduétion of this ftranger into the Carnatic
was the fource of thofe events, which gave rife to
the war in India between the Englith and French.

* Or An’war-adean Khan.

SECTION
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Aecount of AnaverDY CAWN ¢ be is confirmed in the

government of the CARNATIC :—The War belween
GREAT BriTaIN and FRANCE in 1744 it ex-
tends to their [ettlements in the East INDIES.
Commodore BARNET fent there with a [quadron
Jrom England én 1745 : bis captyre of fome French
Jbips in the Indian feas 5 and his arrival at Madrafs,
M. pg La BourponNais fent with a French fgua-
dronto veinforce Pondicherry,—Commodore Barnet
dies in 1746, and is [ucceeded in the command by
Captain PevToN. An engagement between ihe iwo
[fquadrons off Negapatnam.—7 be flate of Madrafs
under governor MORSE : it is befieged by the French
ariny and [quadron from Pondicherry, wunder the
command of M. de la Bourdonnais. The flrength
of the Beliegers, and the Befieged : the town capi-
tulates and furrenders. The French Governor of
Pondicherty revokes the treaty of ranfom: the
Englith Governor and Council are fent prifoners
of war to Pondicherry: and M. pE Parapis is
appoinied governor of Madrals, Amount of the
French ooty there and of the Englith lofs.—Com-
modore de la Bourdonnais reinforced by fome fbips
of war from France: bis [quadron defiroyed by a
Jiorm.  He quits the French fervice y is taken in a
Dutch fbip, and brought prifoner to England, i
1747 : his removal to France, confinement in the
Baltile, and hbonorable difcharge.

Naverpy Cawn was the {on of Anawar, who

was made by the Great Mogul Aureng-

zebe, on account of his great erudition and know-
ledge of the Koran, one of thofe religious officers ap-
pointed to offer up daily prayers for the health and
profperity of the fovereign ; who alfo ennobled him
C with
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with the rank as a commander of 250 horfe. He
retired to Gopee-mahoo, and there finifhed his
days. His fon Anaverdy was raifed to a higher
degree of nobility, by being ranked a commander
of 500 horfe, and was appointed governor of a
diftriét called Coorah Gehanabad, from whence he
went to Amedabad, where Gazi O’din Cawn, the
Soubahdar of the fouthern provinces, gave him an
honorable poft in the city of Surat ; and when Nizam
Al Muluck fucceeded his father Gazi O’din in the
Deckan, he appointed Anaverdy Cawn Nabob of
the Yalow and Raja-mundrum countries, which he
governed feveral years, till he was promoted to the
government of the Carnatic on the death of Coja
Abdullah Cawn. .

Beror e this time, the Carnatic had been govern-
ed by three fucceflive Nabobs of the fame family,
who confidered that government as a kind of in-
heritance, which they ruled with all the good ef-
fects of a mild and generous adminiftration ; {o
that their fubjefs beheld with regret the transfer-
ing of the government into the hands of any
ftranger, and were defirous of having for their
Nabob the depofed fon of Subder Allee Cawn.
The Soubahdar committed the care of the young
prince to the new Nabob, with the authority of a
guardian, till he came of age, when it was pre-
tended he fhould be invefted with the power of
Nabob ; and he was treated by his guardian in a
fplendor adequate to his birth : but he was foon
affaflinated in his palace at Arcot by a defperate
band of difcontented Patans, whofe cruelty was
imputed to be the refult of a confederacy between
the regent Nabob and the governor of Veloor, both
of whom difavowed the faét. Anaverdy Cawn
proved his innocence to Nizam Al Muluck, who
fent him a full and regular commiffion of the na-

bobfhip
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bobfhip of Arcot, foon after the death of Seid Ma-
homed.

WaRr had been declared between Great Britain
and France in March 1744 but neither party took
any public notice of the (ituation of affairs in the
Eaft Indies: however, the French India company,
in 1742, offered the Englith a neutrality for the
Eaft Indies, which was imprudently rejeéted ; and
the war was carried into thefe remote regions, where
the Nabobs weie {oon made fenible, it was their
intereft to fupply one party or other with their mer-
cenary troops.

IMMEDIATELY On the declaration of the French
war, the Englith Eaft India company perceived the
neceflity of {ending a fquadron to India; becaufe
it might effe®ually prevent the French from in-
juring the Britith commerce there, and would pro-
bably ruin the French company. This was the
more neceflary to be done,. as the Englith com-
pany had not only fuffered by their competition with
the French in trade ; burt alfo by the great encou-
ragement which had been given the French, to
{muggle their I[ndia goods into the Britith domi-
nions. In point . of intereft, indeed, the Dutch
were more concerned to ruin the French com-
merce, in- thofe: parts, than the crown of Great
Britain : but as the Dutch had not declared war a-
gainft France, nothing of that kind was to be ex-
pected from them ; while Great Britain was left,
in this bufinefs, to attend the concerns of Holland
equally with her own; and, by attacking the
French in the Indian feas, ferve both interefts, at
her own expence.

THE affairs of the French company were in a
better condition than ever in India; which occa-
fioned apprehenfions that the Britith commerce
would be greatly incommoded. This promoted an
application from the Englith company to the lords

C 2 of
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of the admiralty, for a fquadron to be fent for the
protection of their trade and fettlements, and to
annoy thofe of the French in India. Accordingly,
a Iquadron was appointed for the fervice, under
the command of commodore Barnet, confifting of
four fhips*, with which he fet fail from Portf-
mouth on the 5th of May. This {quadron did not
proceed immediately to the Englifh fettlements in
India ; but paffed beyond them, and cruized in two
divifions in the Straits of Sunda and Malacca, with
a defign to interrupt the French company fhips,
then expected to be on their return to Europe,
without any convoy. The commodore and lord
Northefk dlfgulfed their fhips, by painting and
rigging them in the Dutch manner, and in this
condition arrived in the Straits of Banca, where they
continued at anchor, till the 2 5th of January 17455
when they faw three large French fhips coming
down, which they attacked and took, after a {mart
engagement of about three glaffes. The French
fhips belonged to the company, and were laden
from Canton to Europe: the one was called the
Dauphin, commanded by captain Butler ; another
was the Hercules, commanded by captain Dufrein;
and the third was the Jafon, commanded by captain
Delametrie: they were about 700 ten, with 30
guns, and 150 men, each; verydeeply and richly
laden, chiefly with tea, china-ware, and filk ; with
which the commodore proceeded to Batavia, where

* This fquadron was as follows :

Ships. Commanders. Men. Guns.
Deptford, = Commodore Barnet, 400 6o
Medway,  Captain Peyton, 400 60
Prefton, Lord Northelk, 300 50
Diamond, Captain Moore, 120 20

Total 1220 190

the
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the whole {quadron was to rendezvous, and from
thence fall down to the coaft of Coromandel. The
two other men of war, were alfo difguifed like
Dutchmen, and took a French privateer at Achen
in Sumatra, which was fitted out from Pondicherry
to cruize in the China feas. They alfo took a
French fhip from Manilla, richly laden; and then
joined the commodore at Batavia, from whence the
whole {quadron fet fail, and appeared on the coaft
of Coromandel in the month of July; at which
ume the garrifon of Poncicherry confifted of no
more than 436 Europeans, its fortifications were
not compiceted, and no French marine force had
appeared in India {ince the declaration of war.

M. DurLeix now prefided at Pondicherry, the
government of which had been refigned to him by
M. Dumas in October 1741, together with the title
and privilege of Nabob, which had been confer-
red on the late governor by the reigning Mogul,
whereby he was made Manfoubdar, with the com-
mand of 4500 Mogul cavalry, being the firft
honor of that kind ever conferred upon any Eu-
ropean in Indoftan.. M. Dupleix was not bred 2
foldier, and the appearance of the Britifh {quadron
alarmed him, for the fafety of Pondicherry. He
therefore prevailed on Anaverdy Cawn to infift
with the Englith government of Madrafs, that the
thips of war fhould not commit any hottilities by
land againft the French pofleflions in the territories
of Arcot: but the Nabob alfo affured the Enrglifh,
that he would oblige the French to obferve the fame
neutrality. This made fo much impreffian upon
the government of Madrafs, that they requefted
and prevailed on commodore Barnet to confine the
operations of his f{quadron to the fea.

THe French were not. only intent on defeating
the expedition of commodore Barnet ; hut had even

C3 put
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put into execution a fcheme for expelling the Eng-
lith company from ali their fettlements on the
coafts of Coromandel. M. Mahe de la Bourdon-
nais, the governor of the ifles of France and Bour-
, bon, two fettlements belonging to the French in
| the Indian ocean, about thirty-four leagues to the
f eatward of Madagafcar, was fent, in 1739, with
| a fquadron of large fthips and 1500 men, to rein-
|

force Pondicherry ; which arrived there in 1741.
5 As the Englifh had refufed the neutrality offered
|1 by the French, the lattet came to the refolution of
3 giving a vigorous exertion to their force in India:
: and accordingly, on the 11th of April 1745, the
{ French monarch granted M. de la Bourdonnais a
| commiffion, whereby it was ordered, ¢ That all
; captains and officers of the India company’s fhips,
fhould acknowledge him for their commander, and
to obey him as fuch ; whether he fhould go on board
any of thofe fhips, or might judge proper to fend
them on any particular expedition.” This com-
miffion was received at Pondicherry, on the 6th of
January following, by M. de la Bourdonnais, who
was, like the Du Quenes, the Barts, and the Du
Gue-Trouins, a man qualified for doing great
things with a fmall force; and one who under-
ftood commerce as well as fighting. He inftantly
applied his whole attention how to diftrefs the
Englith company ; and, as the moft effectual way,
determined to attempt the reduétion of Madrafs,
with its fubordinate fettlements, rather than lofe his
time in uncertain cruizes, by endeavouring to in-
tercept the fhips belonging to the Englith com-
pany.
Commopor e Barnet died at Fort St. David’s in
April, 1746, and was fucceeded in the command by
captain Peyton, who fent home two fhips, and was

reinforced by three other men of war from Eng-
| land,
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tand, when his {quadron confifted of feven thips *.
M. de la Bourdonnais had alfo a {quadron confift-
ing of eight fhips, the largeft of which belonged to
the king, and the other feven were fitted out by
the company as men of war .

Tue two {quadrons met on the 25th of June,

- and came to an engagement off Negapatnam. The

French had much the fuperiority in number of
men ; but the Englith had greatly the advantage
in weight of metal, by which the fortune of battle
is now generally decided at fea: the Englith alfo
failed better than the French, and were worked
with greater fkill. The ation began at half an
hour paft four in the afternoon, and continued till
feven, when it grew dark, and occafioned the fe-
paration of both the fquadrons, with little lofs on
either fide. f Commodore Peyton made fail for

- -

* Thefe were as follows :

Ships. Commanders. Men Guns.
Medway, Commodore Peyton, 400 6o
Prefton, Lerd Northefk, 300 50
Harwich, Captain Carteret, 300 50
Winchefter, Lord Thomas Bertie, 300 50
Medway’s Prize, Captain Griffith, 240 40
Lively, Captain Stevens, 120 20

Total 1660 270
+ Thefe were :

Ships. Guns. Men.
The Achilles,'s's o HEOL 74 - = - 700
Duc &’Osléans, - - = = ¢ - = = 400
Bonrhpmer: < oel e Tt i e i S R 400
I e T 7 A e 400 *
T A v e b et ) AW GUUTAL 400
St lomess &1 YL i e iigg 400
Lys, = =i« =« - < . 3P ST weds oo
LT S S 1 R PR e 250

e D s, . o

, ... 398 3250
1 The Englith had 14 men killed, and 46 wounded. The
French had 27 killed, and 53 wounded.,

C4 Trin-
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Trincanomaly bay in the ifland of Ceylon ; and the
French commodore returned to Pondicherry : the
former afterwards difappeared, and failed for the
bay of Bengal ; while the latter made preparations
for befieging Madrafs.

Tur Englith called on the Nabob Anaverdy
Cawn to fulfil his promife of reftraining the French
from commicting hoftilities againft them by land :
but they omitted to employ the moft certain means
of obtaining his protection, by negletting to ac-
company their application for his affiftance with a

refent of money; which imprudent parfimony
left the Nabob unconcerned about their interefts.

NicuoLas Morsé, Efq; was at this time governor
of Madrafs, which had been raifed to a degree of
opulence and reputation, that rendered it inferior
to none of the European eftablithments in India, ex-
cepting Goa and Batavia : but the place had been
in a bad ftate of defence for fome years, and ftill
continued fo, notwithftanding commodore Barnet
had apprized the company, and particularly their
{ecret commiittee, of the infecurity of their fettle-
ment, by a letter, dated on board the Deptford in
Madrafs road, on the 24th of September 1745,
wherein that experienced and judicious commander
reprefented, ¢ That he muft fpeak his furprize, to
find a place of fuch confequence as this was to the
company, in fach a condition: the works feemed
rather built by chance than defign; the baftions
were placed contrary to all rules, and the curtain
was no better than a long unflanked garden-wall ;
and the garrifon was fo weak, that, if he was go-
vernor, he thould never fleep found in a French
war, if there were 500 Europeans in Pondicherry :
that he had feen, and confidered the plan of the
works propofed 5 thought it a very good one ; and,
when it was completed, the town would be fuffi-
ciently fortified on that fide : but then, that fome-

thing
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thing muft be done towards the fea, where there
were embrafures for form, not ufe, there being
no rampart to mount guns upon : that the diftance
between the baftions was very great, and there was
again a long weak wall without flank or defence s
fo that two fixty gun fhips would, in two hours
time, make an entire breach from baftion to baf-
tion.” Governor Morfe, as the company had fo
long neglected to fend a fkilful engineer, did all
that lay in his power for the fecurity of the place,
and fent for the beft he could get from Bombay in
1745 : but had the fortifications been in the beft
order, they would have been of little ufe, without
a fufficient number of men to defend them ; and
this was the prefent cafe.

M. pe ra Bourponnals was well acquainted
with the fitvation of Madrafs, the nature of the
works, and the ftrength of the garrifon ; fo that he
negletted nothing that could contribute to make
his advantage of any defeéts in the fortifications of
the place. On the 3d of September, the French
{quadron anchored four leagues to the fouth of Ma-
drafs, having on board the troops, artillery, and
ftores intended for the fiege. Here fome of thetroops
were landed, and marched to St. Thome, about
three miles to the fouthward of Madrafs: there
they fecured the landing of another part of their
men on the 4th, without any interruption from the
garrifon, which was incapable of fending a de-
tachment fufficient to make any material oppofi-
tion,- The town was immediately invefted on the
land fide, where the French made their grand camp
at Chindadre Pettah ; while the fquadron prevent-
ed any relief by fea,

Tue French army confifted of 1100 Europe-
ans, 400 Caffres, and 400 fepoys, difciplined in
the European manner. On board the fquadron
there remained 1800 European mariners 3 and this

force




xxvi INTRODUCTION.

force was too formidable to be refifted. Long be-
fore the war with France, the Englith company
had promifed to augment the garrifon of Madrafs
to 600 Europeans, exclufive of the gun-room
crew ; yet the recruits were fo few, that when the
French invefted it, the whole garrifon confifted
only of 300 Europeans, twenty-three of which
were Portugueze deferters from Goa, thirty-four
were in the hofpital, and there were fuch numbers
incapable of fervice, that all the effe&tive Europe-
ans to be depended upon did not exceed 200: to
which may be added, the crew of the princefs
Mary, being eighty men ; and about 200 Topafles,
a black, degenerate, wretched race of the ancient
Portugueze, and little to be depended upon, as
there was not one in ten poflefled of any of the ne-
ceffary requifites for a foldier. The principal of-
ficer among the garrifon was one Peter Eckman,
an ignorant fuperannuated Swede, who had been a
common foldier, and now bore the rank of a firft
lieutenant : he was affifted by two other lieutenants,
and feven enfigns. To all which may be farther ad-
ded, that though the garrifon had near 200 pieces of
cannon, yet they wanted men that were capable of
playing them; befides that, the want of military
ftores was equal to the paucity of military men.

Most of the Afiatics immediately deferted the
place, and flew up into the country with their moft
valuable effe&ts. The Nabob fent no affiftance to
the garrifon; for fuch was his avaricious temper,
that it could not refilt the powerful policy of
French corruption, as he preferred the gold of
France before the ties of honour, and the fecurity
of that fettlement, which it was his own intereft to
preferve.

Tuze French began to bombard the town on the
»th of September, which they continued till the
roth, when William Monfon, Efg; and John

Hally-
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Hallyburton, Efq; were fent, as deputies, from

the governor to the French camp, to fee what
terms would be granted, and if it was poffible to
procure the ranfom of the town. The deputies
were honorably treated by M. de la Bourdonnais,
who entered into a confultation with them, and of-
fered them the following conditions: ¢ That the
town fhould be delivered up, and all the Englith
remain prifoners of war: that the articles of capi-
tulation being fettled, thofe of the ranfom (hould
be regulated amicably: that the garrifon fhould
be conduéed to Fort St. David; and the failors
fent to Cuddalore.” <
As the inftru&tions of M. de la Bourdonnais
were, not to make any new fettlement, he had in

his power only this alternative, cither to dettroy-

fuch as he thould become mafter of, or treat for a
ranfom. The latter was more adapted to his
intereft : but, as he had only agreed it fhould be
regulated in a friendly manner, the Englifh depu-
ties demanded of him a farther explanation ; when
he made them this anfwer : “¢ Gentlemen, I do not
fell honor : the flag of my king fhall fly over Ma-
drafs, or I will die at the foot of the walls. In re-
gard to the ranfom of the town, and in every thing
that is interefting, you fhall be fatished with me ;
(and, taking the hat of one of the deputies, he faid)
here is nearly the manner how we will regulate
matters : this hat is worth fix rupees, you fhall give
me three or four for it, and fo of the reft.”

Trese articles were accepted and figned, upon
which the French took pofieffion of the town. The
magazines, warehoufes, and other places, were de-
livered over to the French officers and commiffa-
ries ; and the Englith foldiers and failors were car-
ried on board the French fhips in the road ; while
the governor and council fettled the price of the

ranfom with the French commodore at 1,100,000
pagodas,
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pagodas, or 421,666l fterling ; befides a very va-
luable private prefent to the commodore, who was
willing to evacuate his conqueft upon thefe terms,
and leave the Englifh in full pofieffion of their pre-
{idency.

THERE was not a man killed in the French
camp during the fiege; and only five Englifhmen
were Kkilled in the town by the explofion of the
bombs, which deftroyed three houfes.

Tue fame day that Madrafs {urrendered, a mef-
fenger from the Nabob Anaverdy Cawn arrived at
Pondicherry, and delivered to M. Dupleix a letter,
in which the Nabob exprefled great furprize at the
prefumption of the French in attacking Madrafs
without his permifiion, and threatened to fend his
army ‘there if the fiege was not immediately raifed.
But M. Dupleix fent direCtions to his agent at Ar-
cot to pacify the Nabob, by promifing, that the
town fhould be given up to him ; and by reprefent-
ing, that the Englith would certainly be willing to
pay him alarge fum of money for the reftitution of
fo valuable a pofieffion.

THE French government at Pondicherry at firft
ratified the treaty of ranfom : but, on the 20th of
September, they declared it null and void ; fo that
commodore De la Bourdonnais was obliged to re-
voke the terms of the ranfom, and leave Madrafs
under the government of M. de Paradis, a Swifs,
who was the favorite of M. Dupleix. The confe-
quence was, that the Britith governor and council,
on the 13th of November, were carried prifoners to
Pondicherry ; while the reft of the Englifh inhabi-
tants were ordered to quit Madrafs; upon which
they difperfed to different places, and left the
French in poffeflion of all their effects.

TuE promife of a ranfom was the principal in-
ducement that prevailed on governor Morfe to
make fo {peedy a furrender ; and if the French had

not
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not perfidioufly broke their engagement, the price
of the ranfom would have been 2 very favorable
circumftance to the Englith company: for the
French obtained a booty of filver, woollen goods,
velvets, copper, iron, lead, and ftores fox ufe and
fale, to the value of 73,0001. fterling 3 in plate,
furniture, mint neceflaries, and other fmal: amc]es,
12,0001 ; 1600 bales of calicoes, 7000 bags of falt-
petre, and 800 landies of red wood, valued at
72,800l. prime coft; in all, 157,800l. They alio
took the princefs Mary Indiaman ; with two {nows,
called the Mermaid and Advnce, employed in the
company’s fervice: to this might be added a much
more confiderable fum, from the deprivation of fo
important a branch of commerce, and the lofs of
revenues ; befides the expence of the public build-
ings, which coft upwards of 160,000l; and which
the French intended to demolith, if they had not
received frefh inftructions, in confequence of the
Englith having taken Cape Breton. That circum-
ﬁance caufed the French to alter their meafures,
with the view of exchanging one place for the
other : but though the rzmlhn afterwards, in pur-
fuance of the “cncra‘ treaty of peace, left Cape
Breton in a better condition than when 1t was taken;
yet the French aéed very differently at Madrafs,
where they deftroyed the fortifications, and prin-
cipal buildings, bf: ore they delivered i it up.
QOMMODOTU de la Bourdonnais airncd at no-
thing lefs than the total extirpation of eve ry Englith
fettlement on the uw{L of Coromandel, which he
was in a better condition of atter ﬂp"rw by the ar-
rival uf three men 01 war *'from France at Pondl-

.,‘11},3. (n Men.
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cherry, on the 27th of September, with 1520 men
on board.

Bur in this he was prevented by a ftorm which
happened on the 2d of October in the night, and
blew fo violently hard, as to render the greateft
part of the French fquadron, then riding in the
harbor of Madrafs, incapable of {ervice. The Duc
&Orleans, Phcenix, and Lys, were foundered : as
alfo were the Advice and Mermaid prizes: the
Achilles loft all her mafts ; and the other thips had
the greateit difficulty in difengaging themfelves
from the fury of the tempeft, in which 1200 of
their men perithed, with fixty of the Englith garri-
fon of Madrafs, who were on board the Duc
d’Orleans. About twenty other veflels, belonging
to different nations, were either drove on fhore, or
perifhed at fea : but the fhips which were at anchor
in the road of Prndicherry felt no effet of the
ftorm that raged at Madrafs. It is obferved, that
the violence of thefe hurricanes is generally confin-
ed to fixty or eighty miles in breadth ; though in
their progrefs they frequently blow quite acrofs the
bay of Bengal.

Tuis event was favorable to the Englith, becaufe
the French were preparing for the reduttion of
Fort St. David 3 which this ftorm prevented.

Tue French commodore left M. de Paradis in
pofleflion of Madrafs; and then failed to Pondi-
cherry, from whence he took the difabled fhips to
refit at the ifle of Bourbon, where he arrived in
December. He foon after left that ifland, which,
from a foreft, he had rendered a flourifhing colo-
ny, and the arfenal of all the military expeditions in
India that might be undertaken by the French.
The mifunderftanding between him and the coun-
cil of Pondicherry deprived France of the fruit of
his labor. He quitted the French fervice, and
went with the principal part of the plunder of Ma-

drafs
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drafs to Batavia, where he converted moft of it
into jewels, and embarked himfelf with two of his
officers, and fome of his treafure, in a Dutch thip,
for Holland ; which thip was taken by an Englifh
privateer, and carried into Falmouth in December
1747. Two other Dutch fhips from Batavia, with
Madrafs goods on board, and two French officers,
were alfo taken by another privateer, and carried
into Milford. But the commodore’s lady, with moft
of the jewels, arrived in a Portugueze (hip at Lifbon.
The commodore was confined {fome days in Pen-
dennis caftle,. from whence he was condu&ed to
London in the cuftody of two meflengers. He was
treated with the utmoft politenefs, and afterwards
{ent to France, where the friends of M. Dupleix had
influence enough to get him confined to the Batftile,
three years and a half, on account of a pretended debt
of a millionof livres to the India company. Thus, this
gallant man, whofe name ought to be for ever dear
to the French nation, was treated at Paris like a
criminal : but at length the commiffaries appoint-
ed by the king, with an unanimous voice, pro-
nounced him innocent. France gave him another
title ; fhe called him her Avenger. The decree by
which he was acquitted, met with as loud acclama-
tions at Paris, as the taking of the French prizes
had done at London. The commiffaries only re-
ftored him to his liberty ; but the nation in rap-
tures gave him his reward ; and if he had furvived
the fubfequent ill fuccefies of his country at fea, his
abilities would probably have raifed bim to the
higheft commands in the navy of France.

SEC FLON
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S.ECTION, 1

Tbe firength of the French af PONDICHERRY 3 which
is attacked by the NABOB’S 1r00ps, who are repuls
od.— Account of Fort St. Davip, wbhich is put -
to a defenfible fituation by governoy Hy~p. it s
befieged by the French army from Pondicherry,
commanded by M. Bury, in December 1746.  The
frrength of the befiegers and the befieged : the
Nabob fends troops to affift the Englith ; and the
French are repulfed, with great lofs.~—The Britifh
fquadron reinforced by the arrival of commodore
Grirrin, at Fort §t. David, in 1747. The
ferength of bis fquadron s and of the Fort. The
firength of the French [quadron at Pondicherry.
The Britith commodore burns the Neptune, 4
French phip of war, in Madrafs-road : and the
French governor of Madrafs zakes the Princels
Amelia Tndiaman. = The French improve the forli-
fications at Pondicherry and Madrafs. Major
LawreNcE returns from England to Fort St.
David in Fanunary 1748 3 affumes the commaond of
all the forces in India belonging to the company y
and puts the Fort into a good [tate of defence.
The French [quadron, under M. BouveT, arrives
with troops at Madrafs, and returns o Mauritius.
— Admiral BoscawEen arrives from England,
with bis [quadron and troops, at Fort St. David,
in Fuly 1748 = the lift of bis {hips, and the number
of bis troops. The fiege of Pondicherry. The
ftrength of the town. Attack of Fort Ariancopang:
Major GoopERE killed, ard Major LLAWRENCE Za-
ken prifoner : the Fort deftroyed by the French, and
repaired by the Englith,  The fiege began : a Jally
made, in which M. Paradis 75 wounded. The fiege
raifed. Lofs on both fides. Rejoicings at Pondi-
cherry on 7aifing the fiege.—Advice arrives of @
celJation
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¢eflation of arms /» Europe 3 and of a GENERAL
Peacek. A form defiroys a great part of the
Britith fguadron en the coaft of Coromandel,——
Madrals delivered to the Englith in a ruinous con-
dition. Admiral Bolcawen takes poffeffion of it ;
end alfo of St. Thome, which be fortifies. He
affifts Major Liawrence in bis attack upon Devi-
Cotah, which the king of Tanjore cedes to the
Englith for ever.—The Admiral returns to: Eng-
land.——The recommencement of commotions. in the
CarnaTiC,

HE Nabob of Arcot was ordered by the
_viceroy Nizam Al Muluck to reinftate the
Englifth in their prefidency of Madrafs ; in which at-
tempt he was unfuccefsful ; becaufe the French were
too powerful to be intimidated by any Afiatic force.
The ftorm to which the French fquadron had been
expofed, ruined the marine force of that nation in
India, and preferved the Englith eftablithments from
imminent danger : yet this difafter gave fuch an
addition of ftrength to the French eftablithments in
the Carnatic, that the events which afterwards hap-
pened on the coaft of Coromandel, feem to: have
been the confequence of that augmentation of
troops, which Pondicherry acquired after the French
fquadron was reduced to the incapacity of attemp-
ting any farther expeditions. M. dela Bourdon-
nais had left behind him 1200 difciplined men ;
450 more were landed out of the three thips which
came laft from India; and about goo fiilors: were
taken out of the fhips that remained on’the coaft.
By this addition, . the whole body of the' French
troops, on the coaft of Coromandel, -amounted to
near 3000 men.

TuE Nabob Anaverdy Cawn fufpeted that M.
Dupleix had no intention to put him in’ pofiefiion
of Madrafs, and fent a body of ten thoufand men,

Vo, 11. D’ under
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under the command of his eldéft fon Maphuze
Cawn, to inveft the town : but, on the 22d of Octo-
ber 1746, a body of 400 men, with two field pieces,
marched out of the town, to attack the befiegers,
who had never feen fuch artillery employed againit
them ; and had no conception, that it was pofiible
to fire the fame piece of cannon five or fix times
in a minute with execution; for, in the aukward
management of their own clumfy artillery, they
think it well done if they fire once in a quarter of
an hour. The French detachment concealed their
two field pieces behind their line, until the enemy’s
cavalry approached near enough to feel the full
effect of them, which immediately put their whole
body into confufion, and occafioned a precipitate
flight. The French killed about feventy Moors
in the attack, and returned into the town without
lofing a man. Maphuze Cawn then took pofieffion
of St. Thome, from whence he was eafily expelled,
with confiderable lofs, and obliged to feck for fafety
in Arcot.

IT was more than a century fince any of the Eu-
ropean nations had obtained a decifive advantage in
war againft the officers of the Great Mogul. The
experience of former unfuccefsful enterprizes had
perfuaded the Europeans that the Moors were brave
and formidable ; but that opinion was now remov-
ed, when it was found, that the French under M.
Paradis had defeated a whole army with a fingle
battalion.

THE reduction of Madrafs gave the Englith at
Fort St. David, Bombay, and Bengal, an oppor-
tunity of putting themfelves in a more defenfible fi-
tuation ; which governor Hynd very diligently ob-
ferved at Fort St. David, by ftrengthening the for-
tifications, and taking a confiderable number of the
Indian militia into his pay. The government of
this place depended on that of Madrafs, to which

1t
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it was immediately the next in rank : but on the
breach of the treaty of ranfom, the company’s
agents at Fort St. David, regarding thofe of Ma-
drafs as prifoners to the French, took upon them-
felves the general adminiitration of affairs on the
coaft of Coromandel. They began by applying to
the Nabob of Arcot for his affiftance againit the
French, which was readily granted, and another
army fent for that purpofe under the command of
Maphuze Cawn, and his brother Mahomed Allee
Cawn.

Tue troops deftined to attack Fort St. David
affembled at Ariancopang, about two miles {outh-
weft of Pondicherry. They confifted of 1700 men,
chiefly Europeans, of which fifty were cavalry :
they had alfo two companies of Caffre-flaves, na-
tives of Madagafcar, and of the eaftern coaft of
Africa, difciplined and brought into India by M.
de la Bourdonnais: they had f{ix field pieces, and
{ix mortars: the whole commanded by M. Bury,
the oldeft officer of the French troops in India.
They marched on the 8th of December at night,
and arrived the next morning at the river Panna,
which runs into the fea about a mile and half of
Fort St. David. The garrifon of that place, with
the addition of the officers and foldiers who had
efcaped from Madrafs, confifted of no more than
200 Europeans, and 100 Topafles, which were in-
tended to defend the fort; while the defence of
Cuddalore was entrufted to 2000 hired Peons; for
at this time the Englifh had not adopted the idea
of training the Indian natives in the European dif-
cipline, though the French had fet the example,
by raifing fome companies of fepoys at Pondi-
cherry.

ABouT a mile and half to the north-weft of Fort
St. David was a country-houfe appointed for the refi-
dence of the governor, behind which was a large

D2 garden
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garden inclofed with a brick wall; and before the
houfe, a court with buildings on each fide of it.
The French paffed the river at a-ford about a
quarter of a mile from the garden, and advanced
to take pofieflion of it ; in which they met with
little refiftance from the Peons, and then laid down
their arms to reft themfelves after their fatigue.
While they were in this diforder, they were attacked
by Maphuze Cawn and Mahomed Allee with 6000
horfe and 3000 foot, which arrived the preceding
day on the plain of Chimondalum, four miles wett
of the fort. The French ran to their arms in con-
fufion, rufhed out of the garden into the plain, and
endeavoured to re-crofs the river before they could
be attacked : but the Nabob’s troops came up with
them before they arrived there, and {everal times
advanced fword in hand upon their main body,
which were prote@ed by their artillery. The En-
glith garrifon fallied out as foon as they perceived
the French retreating ; but did not come up in
time to affit in interrupting their paflage over the
river, which was not effe¢ted without confiderable
lofs. The Englith and Moors advanced in purfuit
of the French; but could not overtake them, until
they had marched fix miles on the other fide of the
river 3 -by which ' time the troops were recovered
from their pannic, and were drawn up in fuch good
order, that it was not thought prudent to attack
them; fo that they returned to Ariancopang. at
feven in the evening, having been in motion almoft
twenty-four hours.  ‘They loft four of their belt
officers, and near 200 men killed and wounded ;
with all their tents, ammunition, fix .camels, two
mortars, two chefts of arms, four drums, and all
their provifions. '

M. Dupleix foon after made an unfuccefsful at-
tempt upon Cuddalore, and then ravaged fome
part of the province of Arcot ; which exafperated

the
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‘the Nabob more than ever; yet the Irench go-

vernor prevailed on the Nabob to recal his army
from Fort St. David, at a time when it had received
no f{upplies either from Europe or the fettlements
in India.

THE French renewed their preparations in March
1747, for another attempt on Fort St. David;
in which they were alfo difappointed by the arrival
of commodore Griffin, with three fhips of fixty
guns, one of fifty, and another of forty, to reinforce
the Britith fquadron, which then confifted of eleven
fhips *. The commodore landed 150 marines, and
500 failors, at Fort St. David, as a temporary aug-
mentation of the garrifon ; which was farther rein-
forced in June, by 100 huropeans, 200 topafies,
and 100 fepoys, from Bombay ; with 400 fepoys
from Ielhcherry ; and 150 foldlers came likewife
in the company’s thips from Europe in the courfe
of the year. The French {quadron was alfo rein-
forced, and confifted of eight thips+ ; which had
been refitted, but were never brought out to en-
counter commoc‘ore Griffin, though hc blocked up
Pondicherry during all the month of Auguft; and,
by his difpofitions, prevented them from receiving
any manner of f{upplies for a confiderable time af-

* Thefe were as following :

Ships. Guns.  Ships. Guns.
York: -~ +«f - 60 Winchefler - o
Prince{s Mary 6o Eltham - - - 4o
LExeter "~ - - 60 Pearl - - - 40
Medway - - - 6o Medway’s Piize 40
Harwich . - ¢+ '~ 5o Lively - - - 20
Prefton - =’ - .40

T Achilles - - - 74 Ncptune A 54
Centaur - «i'= m4 Brilllant - - ' ro
Bourbon <l ~i;-~ g6 «Lacrime - -« 0
Mary - - - 6 St.Lotis - - 44

D3 terwards :
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cerwards : he alfo burnt the Neptune man of war
in Madrafs road, on the 23d of September. The
French took the princefs Amelia, one of the fhips
belonging to the company, who put in at Madrafs,
imagining it had been pofiefled by the Englith; for
the French kept the Britifh colours flying at Fort
St. George, and this {tratagem had like to have de-
ceived more of the Englifh commanders in the fer-
vice of the India company. The Britannia efcaped
only through the mifconduét of the French: the
Exeter might have met with the fame fate as the A-
melia, had fhe not been forewarned of her danger by
2 Britifh man of war, who happened to be cruizing
off the place, juft as the was coming to an anchor :
and the Oxford too was faved, by fortunately having
a perfon on board capable of difcourfing in the
country language, and by that means learnt of a
Catamaran, who was fifhing off the Fort, that the
place was in poffeflion of the French.

Tue force under commodore Griffin was infoffi-
cient either to reduce Pondicherry, or recover Ma-
drafs ; becaufe the French had repaired the fortifi-
cations of the former, where they had mounted 180
pieces of heavy cannon, and erected fix additional
forts to flank their exterior works; the magazines
and arfenal were well provided ; and the garrifon,
with the military Indians, formed a body of near
5000 men. Madrafs was alfo put into 2 defenfible
fituation : and the miniftry of Delli, inftead of af-
fifting the Englifh in the re-poffeffion of their In-
dian prefidency, profeffed a neutrality ; nor could
the Nabob be farther induced to interfere in the
quarrel between the two nations 3 which occafioned
the Britifh commodore to relinquith all his expecta-
tions of retrieving the honor and character of his
country, till the arrival of a proper reinforcement,
which was fpeedily expeted under rear admiral

Bofcawen,
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Bofcawen, when Pondicherry was to be threatened
with a fiege.

In January 1748, major Lawrence arrived from
Ergland at Fort St. David, with a commiffion to
command all the forces in India belonging to the
company ; and he made all the neceflary prepara-
tions for the defence of Fort St. David and Cudda-
Jore. The French attempted again to {urprize the
latter : but the majorgave them an unexpected recep-
tion, and obliged them to a precipitate retreat, with
the lofs of many men. While Mr. Griffin lay at an-
chor under the walls of Fort St. David, the French
{quadron, commanded by M. Bouvet, was difcover-
ed, on the gth of June, off Negapatnam, by the
captain of the Lively man of war, who immediately
proceeded to Fort St. David, and gave intelligence
thereof to the commodore : but the French arrived
without interruption at Madrafs, where they land-
ed their men, money, and ftores ; after which, they
returned to Mauritius *,

As the French were thought to have the fupe-
riority of fhips in the Eaft Indies, rear-admiral Bof-
cawen was ordered there in 1747, with a {quadron
of {ix {hips of the line ; a frigate, floop, bomb-thip,
hofpital-fhip, and a tender; having two thoufand
marines on board, to reinforce commodore Griffin,
and return the vifit of Madrafs, by an invafion at
Pondicherry. But this fquadron did not depart
from Portfmouth till the 1ft of November, when
the admiral {et fail with fifteen India thips under his
convoy. ‘They arrived at Madeira on the 14th of
December, from whence they departed on the 26th,
and anchored at the Cape of Good Hope on the

* . . e 23

Thcyrlanded 400 foldiers, with 200,000 1. in filver, which
@ncl_bccri {ent fmm France to the ifland of Mauritius for the
tervice of Pondicherry,

Dy 28th
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28th of March 1748. They left the Cape on the

8th of May ; and, after making an unfuccefsful at-
tempt againft the French ar the ifland of Mauritius,
400 miles eaft of Madagafcar, the whole {quadron
arrived at Fort St. David on the 2gth of July, whea
admiral Bofcawen affumed the command, while com-
modore Griffin was preparing to return to England.

THis junétion of the two fquadrons formed the
greateft marine force belonging to any one Eu-
ropean nation that ever had been feen together in
the Eaft Indies ; for it confifted of nine fhips of the
line, two frigates, a floop, and two tenders; be-
fides fourteen of the company’s thips; having
3580 failors on board; fo that it was determined
immediately to undertake the fiege of Pondicherry,
for which purpofe the neceffary preparations had
been made at Fort St. David. The admiral landed
the troops, and formed a camp about a mile from
the fort, where he was reinforced by the marines on
board commodore Griffin’s fhips, and by the com-
pany’s men under. major Lawrence.

TweLve independent companies of 1co men
each, 80o marines, and 8o artillery men, compofed
the regular troops in the king’s fervice. The com-
pany’s troops confifted of a battalion of %750 men,
of which 200 were Topafies, together with 70 ar-
tillery men.  The Dutch, at Negapatnam, fent a
reinforcement of .120 Europeans. There were alfo
1100 feamen on board the fhips ready to be land-
ed, who had been taught the manual exercife at
fea. Al thefe formed a body of 4120 Europeans:
to which were joined 1100 fepoys, paid by the
company; and 2000 horfe fent by the Nabob
Anaverdy Cawn, who flill changed fides as he
found the Englifh or French officers gained the ad-
vantage. The heavy cannon and cumbrous ftores
were laden on board the thips under the command
of captain Lifle, who had orders ¢ anchor, with

the
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the whole fquadron, two miles to the fouthward of
Pondicherry, .and remain there till farther orders.
Captain Pawlet, of the Exeter, was fent before to
anchor off the town; and was followed by three
other fhips, with directions to take the foundings all
about, and to cut off all communication, upon
that fide, from the French {quadron, which was
then cruizing in the ftreights of Malacea.

Every thing being prepared, the army began to
march, on the 8th of Auguft, towards Pondicherry,
from which they were at the diftance of about twenty
four miles. They continued their march on the
oth and 1oth, without any appearance of an ene-
my : but, on the 11th, the French made a fhew
of about 300 foot and fome horfe, at an entrench-
ment they had thrown up, about four miles from
the town, which they abandoned at the approach of
the army.

Tue garrifon of Pondicherry confilted of 2000
Europeans, and 3ooo Indians. Governor Dupleix,
with the affiftance of M. Paradis, had eretted feve-
ral additional fortifications about the town, put the
fort of Ariancopang in a defenfible fituation, and
apprehended no danger from a fiege, of which
they had intelligence long before the arrival of ad-
miral Bofcawen on the coaft.

THe company’s agents at Fort St. David had
gained very little intelligence neceflary to dire& the
admiral in his operations; and when the army ap-
proached the Fort of  Ariancopang, there was no
perfon who could give a defcription of the place.
However, the admiral was informed, by a deferter,
that the garrifon confifted only of 100 men, white
and blacks ; therefore it was refolved, to make an
attempt with the grenadiers and piquets, confilting
of 700 men, under the command of major Goodere,
to gain a lodgment in the village contiguous to it,
and to raife a bomb battery there. The engineers

were




xii I NTRODUCTION.

were ordered to reconnoitre it, and reported that
the body of the place was of little ftrength; but
that- the enemy had thrown up an entrenchment
in front, which muft be firft ftormed, and the fort
might eafily be taken aftewards.

AccornincLy, on the 12th, early in the morn.
ing, this detachment, accompanied by a body of
Moors, marched up to the village, when they dif-
covered that this fuppofed entrenchment was only a
heap of ruins, and that ata few yards behind it lay
the fort, not with fuch flender defences as had been
reported, but fortified with a cavalier at each of
the angles, a deep dry ditch, and a covered way,
Thefe works rendered it impofiible to take the place
by a coup de main, efpecially as the Moors were
afraid to advance with the intrenching tools, while
the French flanked the detachment from two bat-
teries they had raifed on the other fide of the river,
whereby about 150 men were killed or wounded.
Among the flain was major Goodere, the com-
manding officer of the artillery, who was wounded
in the leg by a cannon ball; which was the moft
fenfible lofs they could have fuftained, as he was a
very able and experienced - officer, on whofe {kill
the admiral principally relied for condutting the
capital fiege. However, it was determined to re-
duce the fort, and the French were refolved to
defend it. The difciplined failors, with eight pieces
of battering cannon, were landed from the fhips:
and the garrifon in the fort were increafed to 460
men. A battery was opened, on the 18th, with
great fuccefs againft the fort: but the garrifon
made a bold fally, and took major Lawrence pri-
foner, who commanded in the entrenchments, and
was deferted by his men. Soon after one of the
French batteries blew up, and deftroyed about 120
men ; upon which the befiegers immediately got
fome royals into the village, and began to bombard

the
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the fort, which was alfo blown up by the garrifon,
who retreated to Pondicherry, and the befiegers
took pofielion of Ariancopang, where they remain-
ed five days in repairing the fort, 1n which a garri-
fon was placed. The army then croffed the river,
and got pofieflion of a ftrong poit in the bound-
hedge of Pondicherry, abouta mile from the walls.
This pott being to the north-weft of the town, the
admira} ordered the fhips down to the northward
of it ; where he opened a communication that way
on the 28th, and began to break ground before the
place on the goth at night, about 1500 yards from
the walls, which was at too great a diftance; for
it is the general practice in fieges, to make the firlt
parallel within 800 yards of the covered way.

BerorE morning, two trenches were flung up
at the diftance of 100 yards from each other; and
about noon a body of 500 Europeans, with 700
fepoys, fallied from the town ; but were repulfed by
the advanced guard of 100 men, with confiderable
lofs, having about a hundred men killed and
wounded, and among the latter was M. Paradis,
the principal commander. The Englifh loft captain
Brown, who defended the fecond trench, till he was
mortally wounded ; after which, his poft was gal-
lantly {uftained by enfign Crive, who afterwards
made a glorious figure in India.

Tue befieging batteries were not completed till
the 2 5th of September, when they began to play,
confifting of one of eight guns, and one of four
guns ; with one bomb battery of five large mortars
and fifteen royals, befides another of fifteen cohorns.
The French were alfo very attive and induftrious
on-their part; having raifed three fafcine batteries
to play upon the trenches of the beliegers; befides,
they formed an inundation in the front of their
works, fo as to render it impoflible to carry them
on any farther.,

Tue
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Tur bomb-ketch could do no execution againft
the citadel ; nor could the bartering thips approach
within 1000 yards of the town, and point blank
fhot is lefs than half that diftance. Only two per-
fons were killed on board the fleet, one of whom
was captain Adams, commander of the Harwich,
a fifty gun fhip, whofe thigh was taken off by a
cannon ball. The French afferted, that the fire
from the thips had done no other execution than
that ‘of killing a poor old Malabar woman in the
ftreet.

THE fire from the batteries continued three days
longer, during which, that from the town increaf-
ed, and difmounted nine pieces of cannon. The
befiegers were ftopped in their approaches by the
inundation, and their men were not able to carry
on the fiege. The fuperiority of the French bat-
teries made it impracticable to make a breach in
the curtain : therefore, the admiral affembled a
council of war, on the 3oth, where the ftate of af-
fairs being taken into confideration, and it appear-
ing, that the ftrength of the army was greatly re-
duced, and daily leffening by ficknefs, occafioned
by their fatigue 3 that the fhips of war could be of
no fervice againft the town, having cannonaded a
whole day without apparent effeé ; that the mon-
foons and rainy feafon were daily expe@ed, which
would not only oblige them to raife the fiege with
the lofs of the artillery and ftores, but render the
rivers impaffable, deftroy the roads, and cut off the
retreat of the army to Fort St. David; befides the
rifk of the fhips being driven off the coafts: for
thefe reafons it was unanimoufly refolved, *to em-
bark the ftores and cannon, and raife the fiege.”

Five days were employed in fhipping the cannon
and heavy ftores, deftroying the batteries, and re-
imbarking the failors. ~ On the 6th of O¢tober, in

the
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the morning, the troops began to march on their
return to Fort St. David; but halted at Arianco-
pang, and blew up the Fort. They arrived the
next evening at Fort St. David, unmolefted by the
French.

Trus terminated this expedition, with the lofs of
»57 foldiers, 43 artillery men, and 265 feamen, in
all 1065 Europeans, to the befiegers, The Freach
loft about half that number during the fieges
though they denied their lofs was fo great.

WaILE a particular war was thus carried on in
Afia, a general peace was concluded in Europe,
which was definitively figned at Aix-la-Chapelle,
on the 7th of October, by the Britifh, French, and
Dutch plenipotentiaries, whereby it was agreed,
¢¢ That there fhould be a chriftian, univerial, and
perpetual peace, as well by {ea as land ; and a fin-
cere and inviolable friendfhip preferved between
the high contrating powers, their heirs, {fucceflors,
kingdoms, ftates, provinces, countries, fubjects,
and vaflals, of what rank and condition {oever they
might be, without any exception either of places
or perfons. ‘T'hat there fhould bea general oblivion
of whatever was paft during the war: and that
each party fhould be put into the pofieflion of all
his effelts, honors, and revenuyes, which they either
actually. enjoyed, - or ought to have enjoyed, at the
commencement - of the .war; notwithftanding all
difpofals, feizures, or confilcations, occafioned by
the war, - That all prifoners and hoftages fhould
be reftored without ranfom. - And that all the con-
quefts that had been made fince the commencement
of the war in the Eaft Indies, or any other part of
the world, thould be reftored.”

THue French at Pondicherry fung Te Deums as
foon as the fiege was raifed, and gave as many de-
monftrations of joy, as if the place had been reliev-
ed from the greateft calamities of war, M. Du-

pleix




xivi INTR()DUCTION.

pleix fent letters to all the princes ‘of.Coron"xandc},
“nd even to the Great Mogul himfelf, acquainting
them, that he had repulfed the moft formidable at-
rack that ever had been made in India. In return,
he received from them the higheft compliments on
his own prowefs, and on the military character of
his nation, which was now regarded as greatly {u-
perior to that of the Englith throughout Indoflan.

ApmirAL Bofcawen fent fome of his fhips to
Achin, and others to Trinconomaly, to avoid the
ftormy monfoon ; buthe remained himfelf with the
Jand forces at Fort St. David. In November ad-
vices were received, that a ceffation of arms be-
tween Great Britain and France had been proclaim-
ed on the sth of May : however, the admiral was
inftructed to remain in India, until he thould re-
ceive intelligence that the general peace was con-
cluded.

In the beginning of January 1749, the Britith
fquadron returned to Fort St. David ; and M. Bouvet
came again from Mauritius to Madrafs, with the
fame fhips that had eluded commodore Griffin.
The French commander landed a large fum of mo-
ney, and 200 foldiers.

Tue northern monfoon changed on the 13th of
April, and the fouthern fet in with a hurricane,
which committed great ravages at fea, very fatal to
the Englifh fquadron. The Namur, of 74 guns, in
which. admiral Bofcawn hoifted his flag, perifthed,
with 700 men: the Pembroke, of 6o guns, was
wrecked, and only fix of the crew faved : the A-
pollo hofpital-thip was loft with all her crew : and
two of the company’s thips were ftranded between
Fort St. David and Cuddalore. Fortunately the
admiral was on thore, and moft of the other fhips
were either at Trincanomaly, or in parts of the
coaft, to which the greateft violence of the hurricane
did not extend. :

THE
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Tar fword was fheathed, and it depended on
the agents of the two companies to re-aflame theie
mercantile occupations in tranquility ; for, by the
fifth article of the definitive treaty of peace, which

e

was figned on the feventh of O&ober 1748, it was
agreed, *“That all the conquefts made fince the
commencement of the war, or which fince the con-
clufion of the preliminaries figned the 1gth of April,
might have been, or were made, either in Europe,
or the Eaft or Weft Indies, or in any other part of
the world whatfoever, fhould be reftored withour
exception, in conformity to what was {tipulated by
the preliminary articlés, and by the declarations
that had been fince figned.” His Britannic Majetty
fent two noblemen to Paris, to remain there ‘as
hoftages for the reftitution of Cape Breton, which
was furrendered to the French on the 23d of July,
in a better condition than when they left it: but 23
for Madrafs, the French had no hoftages in'Eng-
land, which left this feat of the Britith prefidency
in the Eaft Indies entirely at their mercy, and af-
forded a remarkable inftance of the generofity of
the French, who left fort St. George in 2 defolate
and ruinous condition. Admiral Bofcawen failed
thither to take pofleflion of the town, which was
tvacuated in Auguft, and reftored to the Englifh.
The French had utterly deftroyed that part of the
Black Town, which lay within three hundred yards
from the White, where the buildings belonging to
the moft opulent Indian and Armenian merchants
ftood : with the ruing they had formed an excellent
glacis, which covered the north fide of the White
Town; and they had alfo flung up another to the
fouth fide,

Abmir AL Bofcawen took pofleflion of St. T home,
to prevent the French from fettling there ; and a
Imall redoubt was raifed at the mouth of the river,
capable of containing thirty men, He alfo afiifte

the




xlviii INTRODUCTION.

the company in obtaining a fettlement from the
king of Tanjore at Devi Cotah *, which was at-
tacked by a ftrong body of troops under the com-
mand of major Lawrence, who carried the fort by
ftorm, and afterwards took pofieflion of the pagoda
of Acheveram. The king of Tanjore made propo-
{als of accommodation, and agreed that the fort of
Devi-Cotah, with fome land adjoining to it, {thould
be ceded to the Englith Eaft India company for
ever - but this compliance did not proceed fo much
from his dread of the Englifh arms, as from his
enfe of the danger with which his kingdom was
threatened, in confequence of events that happened
in the Carnatic, and ftruck with confternation the
whole coaft of Coromandel.

ApmirAL Bofcawen declared, he would remain
in India, if the prefidency requefted him not to de-
part at that critical conjuncture : but they {fuffered
him to return with the fleet and troops to England,
while the French were making new commotions in
the Carnatic : fo that, on the 211t of October, the
flect failed from Fort St. David, leaving 300 men
behind, to reinforce the garrifon.

e ——————

* Or Devi-Cottah, between Fort St. David and Tranque-
bar. Infome maps it is called Tiru-kottey.

A VOYAGE
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B O O K VI.

The Rife-of the WAR in INDIA between the
ENGLisH and FRENCH in 1754.

CIilL AP L

General remarks. — M. Duprrix releafes CrunpA
SAIB from fw imprifonment among the MoRrAT-
TOES, %7 7 —~— Ther Great Mom/ MAHOMED
SHAH, 75 uuwd and [ucceeded /)y bis fon HAMET
unAh—-—-T}w death of Ni1zam aL Muruck.—He
25 fucceeded by bis fon Nazirzing, who is oppofed
uy his "chfa w MuzapuerziNGg.—Nazirzing con-
Jirms ANavirDpy Cawn i the government of ihe
Carwvaric; and Chunda Saib anites with Muza-
pherzing : 'Zaqy are joz';-ﬂd by the FrRENCH under
M. p’A AUTEVIL ; and opm’c/ 7/} Anaverdy C,&\\ i,
Who is defeated and flain, at'the battle of AMOUR,
i1 1749. —The viltors take the city of ArcorT;
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and Muzapherzing appozms Chunda Saib ke
Nabob of that province. They are affifted by the
I French, commanded by M. Law; and invade
Hikdii ' TANJORE ; which they evacuate in 1750, reireat
L to PONDICHERRY, and are reinforced by 2000
French under M. & Autevil.—Nazirzing marches
into the Carnatic, and appoints MAHOMED ALLEE
Cawn the Nabob of Arcot and Trichinopoli.
He is joined by the ENGLISH troops commanded by
major LLAWRENCE : they engage the enemy, and

Muzapherzing furrenders bimfelf prifoner.

it FELHAHE late war had brought to Pondi-
ll #A 1 X cherry and Fort St. David a number of
| =y k@? troops, greatly fuperior to any which
it ¥ IR cicher of the two nations had affembled
| in India before: and the two fettlements, when no
l longer authorized to tht againft each other, took §
| the refolution of employing “their arms in the con-
| tefts between the pnmcs of the country.
| AT this tllne, the Lngjhf‘x and French companies
\ were in pofleflion of their refpective prefidencies and
factories, as well on the coaits of Malabar and Co-

romandel, as alfo on that of Orixa and in Bengal.
They attempted from 1749 to 1754, to oppofe
each other only as auxiliaries to the Indian princes.
£ truce was. then agreed upon between both na-
tions 3 after which they recommenced hoftilities,
when war was declared between Great Britain ‘and
i France in 1756, and continued them till the general
it peace was concluded in 1763, This war was glo-
| rlouﬂy conducted by the Englith forces in Indm, of
[l L which the following is an authentlc account.

i ‘ Cuunpa Sais, who was made prifoner by the
i Morattoes, when they took the city of Trichino-
il poli in 1741, was efteemed by them a prize of fo
It mvch 1mp0rtance, that they not only kept him
i under the ftricteft confinement, but rejected all the
| offers
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offers he had made for his ranfom, as much infe-
rior to what they imagined his wealth enabled him
to pay. He remained in that confinement about
fix years, during which time he correfponded with
his friends in different provinces, and fuggefted to
them the means of inducing the Morattoes to fet
him at liberty for a moderate fum.

Tue chiefs of the Carnatic were ftill attached to
the former {ucceflion of Nabobs, and were unwil-
ling to pay obedience to Anaverdy Cawn. After
the affaflination of the young Seid Mahomed, they
fixed their attention on Chunda Saib for their go-
vernor; but this teftimony of their deference for
fome time, only ferved to rivet his fetters more
ftrongly ; for the Morattoes increafed their de-
mands, in proportion as they found the character
of their prifoner rifing in importance.

Tre manufactures of India proper %f European
markets were advanced much in price, and greatly
declined in goodnefs, which was principally attri-
buted to a long fucceflion of importations of filver.
Thefe difadvantages convinced M. Dupleix, that
the trade of Indoftan was no longer worth the at-
tention of France : but as he difcovered the unmi-
litary charatter of the natives, and the perpetual
diffentions of their governors, he conceived, that
by joining fome of thefe competitors, he might
gain by conqueft more advamawes than any other
huxopem nation had derived from trade : therefore
he determined to profecute this plan, by giving af-
fittance to Chunda Saib, whofe family he had treated
at Pondicherry with all imaginable refpect, and held
a conftant correfpondence with him in his imprifon-
ment, till he obtained his releafe, by guaranteeing
the engagement to the Morattoes, who were at lait
{atisfied with 700,000 rupees, and confented to fur-
nith him with 3000 of their own troops.

£ 2 WiTH
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Nitu this for W, Chunda Saib left ‘Satf‘arah in
the beginning of the year 1748, intending to pufh
his fortune wherever the uppunum y  prefented,
until he thould acquire treafure and force fufficient
to attack the province of Arcot. He aflifted the
Rajah of \,mttequ rg againit Lh': Raja of B“Gl’)Uz
and foon after faw mmiclf the head of 6oco
men : but this force being ftill 111 flicient to amnk)t
the conqueft of the Carnatic, he found refources in
the couiéqtcm*e of other events, which had ”uuy
happened at Delli, and in the government of the
Soubahdarthip of the {outhern 1)10\ inces
THE Great Mogul, Mahomed Shah, " continued
to govern the c'mpir* in fo feeble a manner, that
the principal officers acted in their {everal depart-
ments without c-o’“"mui, and b”(‘:‘me a terror to
their fovereign. March 1448, the Patans ad-
vanced toWw mdr elli with 2 numerous army ; and
the Mogul {ent an army :-1.5;1?{% them, commanded
b; hi."‘i ii;n i‘g.ﬁ.s’.ﬁft gh } ", 1”1‘11]0’ Wﬂ&u(, u[jb nce,
the vizir, with feveral omrahs, took pouuuon of
the palace, and murdered the emperor. His fon
returned victorious over the Patans, and affeéted to
abdicate his richt to the throne, until he had got

In
™.
1€

=y
the } incipal confpirators into his power, whom he
put to death, and afcended the throne with all the
appearance of a foldier and a monarch. He ap-
pointed Ghazi Odin Cawn 1, the eldeft fon of
Nizam A1 Muluck, captain-general of all his forcess
though he {fufpected that Soubahdar, as the principa
fource of the enormities practifed by the omrahs at
Delli. . However, he was foon delivered from the
terror of fuch apprehenfions, by the death of Nizam
Al Muluck, which happened the fame year. It
was reported, that the Soubahdar poifoned himfelf

# Qha ~
Or Shaw Ahmed, + Or Gauzedy Khan.
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through fca. of the Mogul’s refentment: but he
was 104 years of age at t e tirhe of his death.
TuE S;.fuwhd.u Tleft five {fons 3 .the. eldeft com-

1 1

manded at Delli, and refufed the viceroyalty of the

Deckan, which was conferred on his next brother

Nazirzing *, who feized his father’s s treafures, and

kcpt Doiﬂ’lm of the fovereigngy: in which he
as oppofed by his nephew [‘*i,':wiu':m:‘yﬁn sz\f-/‘a Ty

tlw ’:m O‘:

of Nizam Al Muluck ; u

is fifter, who. was the favorite daughter

pon whofe death a report
prcvahsd, that he had appointed this orandfon his
heir and {ucceflor. As a feudatory to-the Mogul
empire, Nizam Al Muluck had no right o be-
queath even his ereafures, much lefs his fovereigney :
but it was then many years that the fundamental
regulations of . the mm vre had been infringed with
zmpumtv by he Soubahdars.

Boru of the contending princes aflerted their
right of government, under the appointment of
the Mogul; and Eradmoodin Cawn aflumed the
title of Muzapherzing I, by which he was after-
wards known, and pretended that he was thus dig-
nified by the emperor. But the wealth which Na-
zZirzing had p()fﬂtﬁ%d, enabled him to keep hi
ther’s army n pay s nor could Muzai H:"*."Ling; op-
pofe him with any probability of {uccels ; therefore
he kept an army of 25,000 men in the countries
welt of Golconda, in c-'xpcé‘tat:oq of {fome favora-
ble event to attack his uncle, and difpute his right,
in a more formidable manner.

Nazirzine confirmed  Anaverdy Cawn in the

1

D

g
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government of the Carnatic; and Chunda ' Saib
united with Muzapherzing to fupplant both the

Lo bk 2tz ol . 003 g
Or Nazir-1ing; which fienifies victorious 1n war.
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15 alfo called Muzepher-jing.
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| viceroy and the Nabob ; in which - they fucceeded
fliti by the afliftance of M. Dupleix, to whom Chunda
i] it Saib promifed to make a ceffion of the town of
| Vi’laf‘s‘uz'e*, in the neighbourhood (‘)f‘i’ondicherry,
f with its dependencies, conﬁﬁing of forty-five wii-
fi i | lages. This may account for the conduct of the
| French ; who, after obtaining io many favors from
] the court, for protecting the ]awful‘ governor of
| Arcot in 1741, fhould now fly in its face, and {up-
| port a rebel. |
} Cuunpa Sars prevailed on Muzapherzing to
5 attack the Carnatic firft, which would furnith {fuch
l refources both of men and money, as might enabl
him to return and attack Nazirzing with equal
i. force. They were determined to conquer, or pe-
rith in the attempt ; for the young-prince was na-
turally brave, and looked upon Chunda Saib as his
|'} protector, whofe military reputation rendered him
I of great confequence; and M. Dupleix readily
il ’ | came into the triumphirate, as nothing could be
!
|
|
|
,
|

more conformable to his views, than fuch an oppor-
tunity of aggrandizing at once his own repuration,
and the interefts of his nation in India.

Waen the army commanded by Muzapher-
I zing approached the confines of the Carnatic, the
it French governor ordered 400 Europeans and 2000
i fepoys, with a train of artillery, to march and join
il them, under the command of M. d’Auteuil, ac-
companied by Raja Saib, the fon of Chunda Saib,
who had refided .at Pondicherry during the whole
it time of his father’s imprifonment. But M. Dupleix
acted in open violence to the fundamental laws of the

fit 4{‘ country, in rebelling againft the Nabob Anaverdy
i 1 ‘ fith Cawn, the legal governor of the province, holding
\I ‘;\ ‘|1 | ::v " 1'-", \,_4;-,_ o ' T ."".‘\N +} - V2 " >
‘f I" 1‘ ’ }}id :uLJLL:.‘.}lAL’y floll] I\( ﬂ.le LII‘B’ Lhﬁ 80\ CInOr genL-
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ral of the Deckan, the reprefentative of the Great
Mogul.

Anaverpy Cawn regulated his army, which,
like thofe of moft Indian princes in times of peace,
was compofed of an undifciplined multitade. He
inlifted none but the beft men and horfes, of which
he formed a well appointed army, confifting of
12,000 horfe, and 8oco foot. With this force he
determined to defend the entrance of the Carnatic
to the laft extremity : but he made no application to
the Englifh for their affiftance; who were equally
blind to their real intereft, in neglefting to join the
Nabob, when they found his rival fupported by the
French.

WaEN Muzapherzing and Chunda Saib were
joined by the French, their army amounted to
40,000 men 3 with which they advanced to attack
the Nabob, who was encamped with 20,000 men
under the fort of Amour, fifty miles weft of the
city of Arcot, and thirty fouth of Damalcherri,
where Deuft Allee Cawn was killed fighting againit
the Morattoes in 1741.

THr1s fort of Amour was erefted on the fummit
of a mountain, between which and a large lake was
one of the principal pafies that led into the pro-
vince. Acrofs the pafs the Nabob had thrown up
a ftrong entrenchment defended by fome artillery,
which was ferved by about fifty fugitive Europeans.
The ditch of the entrenchment was filled by water
from the lake ; with which Anaverdy Cawn had
alfo caufed the ground in tront to be overflowed.

M. p’AvurruiL offered to ftorm the intrench-
ment with his own .troops, which they accordingly
attempted ; but were repulfed. They rallied, and
made a fecond attack, in which their principal com-
mander was wounded, and his men obliged to re-
tire again.  However, they advanced a third time,
while the Moors, whom they affitted, were only

B o4 {pecta~
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the high' rank they aflumed, according to the ori-
ental marks of l't‘f’r‘)t.’CL, Chunda em_b prefented M.

ettt | 1 e e i oAty S agla A LR . o Ay
Dumw with the fovereignty of eighty-one yﬂ ages
n the vicinity of Pondicherry : the plan of future

L

") HA
-
[N

-trled : the Moorifh princes again
s ield, and encaniped about twenty miles to
i ] ’ e tOwn
vere affifted bya body of French, command-
ed by M. Law, nephew of the famous f‘vgiﬂii}ir‘:)i
I.aw;andtheninvadedtheking ’m-“ot T'anjore,whe |
they demanded forty millions o f rupees, as the ar-
rears of tribate from the death u.' the Nabob Sub-
der Allee Cawn in 1741. - The king fhut himfelf

up in his capiral, and offered to pay a ranfom:
but, at the {ame time, he correfponded wi"h Ma-
homed Trichinopoli,  and joined
with him horting Nazirzing to come and ﬂtth,
the affairs of the Carnatic in perfon, after the ex-

1 = 10 T TR 1N WAL S0 e A ) Py 2 R "_j} e ‘
ample w his late father Nizam Al Muluck. He allo
C | e oy ’ﬂ wil A
{al" ftec the Enelith, who fent him
- 1 e : 1 ..',, + PR P S o
tWeEn 1LY L,mm)\ LS, and adviled him to make a vi-
: gl KRS it LESLE Lta ad
oorous def fence. The town was bombarded, and
1 1 Taviltec R REE N o ki :
the walls affaulted 3 wnicn terrifl d the ki who

‘i L=
agreed to pay Chunda
rapees, as Nabob ; and two hundred thoufand im-
mediately in hand to the French troops: he aifo

ceded to the French company the ‘i‘l)vcrt'ix;l‘nt'\/ of
many . them by Chunda Saib, which
had formerly dependec |

Tue treaty was rartified or
cember : but the king of Ian

- Tog 2y § Sl 23 fa
Dt-LCJ the frit payment

R 3

. e

~ town of Karical
he 211t of De-

had not com-
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Zirzing wa W'HC:WM, : towards
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Arcot ; v'm:; truck Muzapherzing with 10 muct
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terror, that he immediatel
returned towards Pondiche
P}[.ﬁtl()n.

WNAZIRZING
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| NazirziNc was on his route to Delli, when he
neard of the battle of Amour, which made him re-
turn to his capital, where he augmented his army,
and took 30,000 Morattoes into his pay. He
entered the Carnatic time enough for fome of his
i light troops to harrafs his enemies, in their retreat
‘l':' from Tanjore to Pondicherry, where they arrived
e | without any confiderable lofs, and encamped under

e

2o e T

it the walls in the beginning of March. M. Du-
I pleix {ent them 50,0001  to pay the army, and
I8 !

|
l augmented the French battalion to 2000 Euro.
1 peans, whom he fent, under the "command of
‘; M. d’Auteuil, to encamp with the army of Muza-
i pherzing.
i Tue prefident and council of Fort St. George
[ received information, that Chunda Saib and the
} French intended to harrafs them in their own di- -
l'w | {tricts 5 which made them fend for 2 reinforcement
fi | from Bengal, to replace a detachment they had fent
il under captain Cope to affift Mahomed Allee Cawn
'“ at Trichinopoli. That prince Joined Nazirzing in
HE I his march, with 6000 horfe, and the Englith de-
| il tachments at Waldore, a fort about fitteen miles
A | weft of Pondicherry. Asitis cuftomary among all
|
|
.

eaftern princes to make prefents on the firft vifit,
i | when the Nabob waited on Nazirzing, he afked
il him what he had brought ? The Nabob took cap-
i :}i' | tain Cope by the hand, and prefenting him, faid,
il [‘ I

i ¢« He had brought that gentleman, and the affift-
g ance of the Englith nation.” The viceroy was
'w;lll pleafed with the anfwer, and appointed Mahomed
il | Allee Cawn to fucceed his father as Nabob of Ag-
;\: cot and T'richinopoli.
i Nazirzing was approaching his nephew at the
Bl T head of a Very numerous army, which confifted of
|
|
|
|
|
|

i 300,000 fighting men, one half whereof were
i | cavalry, with 8oo pieces of cannon, and 1300 ele-
i phants. ‘This force of the viceroy, and the great

number




THE EAST-INDIES 59

number of feudatory lords who followed his ftand-
ard, convinced the Englifh that he was the real
Soubahdar of the Deckan ;3 and as he had earneftly
requefted a farther reinforcement of KEuropean
troops from them, an embally was refolved to be
fent him from Fort St. David : but before the pre-
fents neceffary to accompany it could be got ready,
upon a report that the whole garrifon of Pondicherry
were marched out to join Muzapherzing, a body of
600 Europeans was fent to join Nazirzing, under
the command of major Stringer Lawrence, accom-
panied by captain Dalton, and alfo by Mr. Weft-
cott, one of the council, by way of commifiary,
to fuperintend the company affairs.

Major Lawrence joined the viceroy at Vilanure,
and was very gracioufly received. Among other
oriental compliments, the viceroy defired the major
to take upon him the command of his whole army,
and propofed to attack the enemy immediately. The
major told him, ¢ the attack might be attended
with great difficulty, as the enemy was {trongly
pofted, and had a large train of artillery: though,
if he pleafed to march between them and Pondi-
cherry, he might cut off their communication, and
oblige them to fight at a greater diladvantage.”
The viceroy perfifted in his refolution : ¢ What,
fays he, fhall the great Nazirzing, the {on of Nizam
Al Muluck, even for an advantage, feem to retreat
before fo defpicable an enmemy? No: he would
march and attack them in front.” Major Lawrence
told him, he might do as he plealed 5 he was ready
to fupport him. ‘

Tuz viceroy was inflexible, and the two armies,
on the 24th of March, approached fo near as to
cannonade, but at fuch a diftance as had no effett.
The French officers were difgufted with the nature
of the prefent fervice, in which they had fo much
danger to encounter ; and M. d’Auteil had ]fuclh

ictie
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lictle confidence in his troops, that he {fent 2 mef-
fenger to acc uu;iqt major Lawrence, *“that although
hey were engaged in different caufes, it was not his
intention that any European blood fhould be fpilt;
but as he did not know in what part of the army
the Englith took poft, he could not be blamed if
any of the French fhot came that way.” The
major fent him for an{wer, that' ¢ the Englifh
colors were carried on the flag-gun of their artllery,
which the French might eafll )/ perceive, and there-
by difcover where the }:”mm’h were pof fted : and he
affured him, he was alfo m\rnlm to thed European
blood 5 but if any fhot came that way, he would
return them.”

To know if the Englith were in earneft, the
French fired a fhot over their heads ; which the En-
glith anfwered, with three guns well pointed. = Se-
veral of the French officers deferted their troops,
which greatly intimidated them, and induced their
commander to retire immediately towards Pondi-

cherry, leaving Muzapherzing Dan Chunda Saib in
the utmoft aftonithment. The French left eleven
cannon behind, and forty of their artillery men.
Chunda Saib accompanied M. d’Auteuil in his re-
treat ; but Muzapherzing, who difplayed the {tand+
ard of the empire as Soubahdar, was unwilling to
expole it to any difgrace, as it is fuppofed that en-
ﬁoﬂ never retreats.

FOR fome days before the cannonade, meflengers:
had Pa“kd ba“‘ een the two cat mps, with overtures
of accommodation between INa ;nrvm“ and his ne-
phew, who was prevailed on to make a fubmiffion
to his uncle ; and it is faid, that the latter fwore on
the alcoran, that he would not make the former a
prifoner, or deprive him of the governments which
he held under hsS 0]‘1,;(4}’3{} er M Zam Al M U];'L'!C,L‘;.
However, when the young prince approached the
head-quarters of Nazxrzm(*, he was arrefted, and

put
ut
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put in irons : foon after his camp was attacked, and
his troops eafily defeated, with a prodigious flavgh-
ter, as no quarter was given them. A party of
horfe fell in with the French gunners, and cut fome
of them to pieces : they would have flaughtered the
whole, if the Englith "had not refcued thcm from
the fury of the Moors, from whom they took them
by force, got their wounds drefled, and took all
the care of them that humanity xc']urc'd. In re-
turn, M. Dupleix wrote a long protett againft ma-
jor Lawmnce, for making French fubje&s prifoners
in time of peace : but the poor men, more {enfible
of the obligations they were under to the Engiifh,
very grate u‘ly acknowledged their tender ufage ;
and confefied, it was cnurely owing to them they
were {aved.

Tre Mocrattoes harraffed the French in their re-
treat, and killed nineteen of their men. - In the
mean time, the Englith ambaffadors from Fort St.
David arrived at the camp of Nazirzing, who re-
ceived them with great marks of refpect and profel-
fions of efteem for the Englith namon, together
with large promifes of what he would do for them.
Part of their inftrultions to the vicerey were, to ob-
tain an enlargement of the Englith bounds round
Madrafs, and for the grants of fome revenues to
defray their expences in affifting the circan, or coun-
try government ; which the viceroy frequently pro-
mifed, and certainly intended to perform, had ‘not
his minifter Shawnavas Cawn been w huliy attached
to the intereft of his enemies, and of Muzapherzing,
whofe fubmxﬂ‘lon was only politic, and artfully con-
trived, that he might be near at hand to concert
a {cheme, which in a few months was put in execu-
tion, at the expence of his uncle’s life.

CHAP.
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(g The Nabobs of Cupara, CanouL, and CAND ANOR E,
confederate with the FRENCH againft Nazirzing,
who [ends part of bis army againft thew under Ma-
HoMED ALLEE CAwN, in 1750. The Nabob
i | is joined by the ENGLISH, commanded by captain
Core, who cannonades the KFrench, and retires. The
Nabob defeated by the French, who attack Gin-
GEE, which they take by florm Nazirzing
marches from Arcot to Gingee. Zhe French,
| under M. De va ToucHe, atiack bis camp, and
are joined by the rebel Nabobs, who affaffinate the

| viceroy.—MuzaPHERZING i5s declared SouBamn-
i DAR : be is inauguraled ot PONDICHERRY ; and

|

|

|

appoints CHunDa Sa1B Nabob of Arcot.—Muza-
pherzing marches from Pondicherry towards Av-
I RENGABAD, accompanied by the French troops,
(e commanded by M. Bussy, in 1751 1 but is attacked
i by the rebel Nabobs, who affaffinated bis uncle. The
e viceroy is killed, and the Nabob defeated.—SavLa-
| | BATZING,. the brother' of Nazirzing, is appointed
fil \ Soubahdar : be confirms the grants made to the
i French, who attend bim to bis capital.,

i k HE fuccefs of Nazirzing feemed to aflfure
il him the peaceable pofieflion of his govern-
[ ment : but his capacity was unequal to the manage-
1;;; ment of fo important a truft, and treafon began to
fil infect his councils. The Nabobs of Cudapa, Ca-
it noul, and Candanore, were the moft confiderable of
| \ | the feudatory lords who accompanied him into the
i Carnatic. They were all Patans by birth, pofiefled
il of the daring fpirit which characterizes that nation,
l"\ | and had many of thofe troops in their pay, who are
| reckoned the beft ‘foldiers among thefe eaftern

| Moors 3
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Moors; and as the policy of this ill-governed em-
pire requires frequent aflaflinations, thefe Patans
are efteemed very ufeful in that kind of villainy.
The confinement of Muzapherzing by his uncle as
2 {tate-prifoner was their pretence of complaint,
and they confederated to pull the viceroy ‘from the
throne.

M. Duprerx entered into a negociation with
Nazirzing, and fent two of the council of Pondi-
cherry as ambaffadors to the camp, one of whom
underftood the Indoftan and Perfic languages, which
are thofe only ufed in the Mahomedan courts. The
had an audience of ceremany, and demanded, that
the eftate of Muzapherzing fhould be invefted in
his fon, until the viceroy was reconciled to the fa- -
ther; and that Chunda Saib fhould be appointed
Nabob of the Carnatic. Thefe demands were re-
Je€ted, and the French deputies left the camp : but
if they failed in acquiring the apparent ends of
their miffion, they obtained the real advantages pro-
poled from it by M. Dupleix, who thereby became
acquainted with the ftate of Nazirzing’s court, and
eftablithed a correfpondence with the difcontented
Nabobs. He had put M. d’Auteuil under arreft,
for retreating from Muzapherzing, and reinfpirited
his troops by his own refolution: but on the return
of the deputies he permitted M. d’Auteil to re-
allume the command, and aflifted Chunda Saib to
levy new troops, which might convince the difaffec-
ted Nabob, that he was both prepared and deter-
mined to continue the war:

Suspicions were entertained of the clandeftine
conduct of the French deputies, and major Law-
rence at an audience endeavoured to inform the
viceroy of what he had heard ; but his interpreter
had not courage to make fuch a declaration, and
mifreprefented the fact, The confederate lords
prevailed on the viceroy to proceed to Arcot, upon

which
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it which major Lawrence xeumled with his troops to
i Fort St. Luwi, where he arrived on the 20th of
i April ; and foon after Nazirzing broke up his camp
I R at ‘mald) e, which gave his enemies an opportunity
| of recommencing h \oftilities.
| WHEN the viceroy arrived at Arcot, he fent orders
i | to feize the hout fesand effeéts velonging to the French
1 at Mafulipatnam and Yanam: but M. Dupliex,
i i in July, iu” a detachment of 200 Europeans and
i 300 fepoys to attack the 191@161‘ 'pl ace. Th{jy were
| put on.board two large thips, with ‘cve ral pieces of
AN battering cannon, and a quantity of military ftores,
fltt which anchorgd in the road after a pa ffage of three
Mﬁj.i';-‘\;; days. The troops landed in the nig '_.‘ attacked
| the city by furprize, and took it with h’tz%c lofs 3
‘k

|
! !‘: after which they put itin a better pofture of defence.
| !
|
\
\

~>4

| Tue viceroy fpent his time at Arcot in lus xury
L and indolence ; while the confpiracy was carrying
| on againft him at Pondmneny, and in his own
i | camp. The Nabobs advifed M. Dupleix to pro-
| ceed to action, and he ordered five hunatu | Euro-
Lt peans to ‘:tmd\ the pagoda of Trivadi *, about
i I | eighteen’ miles welt of Fort St. David. This pa-
‘
|
!

voﬂa ferved as a citadel to a large Pettah, by which
| name the Indians call every town contiguous to a
| | fort. The place made no refiftance, and the French
I Lo | garrifoned it with fifty Europeans and one hundred
| ;ﬂgj’ | :(Loo,s.
| \ it Tuese fuccefles alarmed Mahomed Allee Cawn,
| who, with great difficulty, prevailed on Nazirzing
| to permit ¢ him to take the field with twenty thou-.
| fand men. The Nabob alfo procured affiftance
1 from the Englith at Fort St. David, who orc ered
2 body of 400 Europeans, and 1500 fepoys, ¢
i | join him, vnder the command of captain ‘Cope.

e
eile
At

* Trividi, or Trevedy.

It e Major




T'HET BIASTIANDIES. 6

Major Lawrence would have taken' the field him-
felt; buc the chair becoming vacant by the removal
of Mr. Floyer, he was obliged to take the govern-
ment, tll Mr. Saunders, who was appointed to
fucceed, could come from Vizagapatnam ; and foon
after his arrival, the major embarked for England,
on the 12th of September 1750.

Caprain Cope joined the Nabob in July near
Gingee, when the army marched towards the French
near Trivadi. The garrifon refufed to furrender :
and captain Cope propofed to the Nabob to make a
general affaule : the Nabob confented, but his troops
refufed to make the attempt.  T'he army then ad-
vanced towards the French camp, and a cannonade
enfued on the 20thy which lafted from noon till
night, when the Englifh quitted their ground, wich
the lofs of ten Europeans and ffty fepoys, befides
200 of the Nabob’s troops.  Captain Cope could
ot prevail upon the Nabob to march towards
Pondicherry, which muft have cur off the com-
munication between that place and the French camp;
whereupon the Englith troops were ordered to leave
the Nabob, and return to Fort St.David, where
they arrived on the 19th of Augutft.

As foon as the Englith withdrew, the French
united all their forces to attack the Nabob, who
imprudently retreated but a few miles from their
camp. The French army now confifted of 1800
Europeans, 2500 fepoys, and 1000 horfe levied by
Chunda Saib, together with twelve field pieces.
The Nabob’s army was compofed of 15000 horfe
and 5000 foot 3 which were encamped betwecn two
villages that fecured the flanks; the rear was de-
fended by a river; and the infantry defended fome
Intrenchments in front : the cavalry formed a fecond
line in the camp, when they fhould have been
drawn out on the plain.  In this abfurd difpofition,
the Nabob was attacked by the French on the 2.1,

Vor. II. ) who
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who entered his camp in the night, fet fire to it in
feveral quarters, and foon put his whole army to
the route. They killed about 1000 men, without
any lofs on their own fide. The Nabob fled to
Arcot with a few attendants, and the other fugitives
were totally difperfed.

Nazirzine ftill fpent his time at Arcot in luxu-
rious indolence, while the French marched againft
Gingee * with a refolution to take it.  This place
is about thirty-four miles north-weft of Pondicherry,
and was both large and ftrong. It was formerly
the refidence of a race of Morattoe kings, whofe
dominions extended from hence to the borders of
Tanjore : thefe princes were the anceftors of the
famous Sevajee, who became king over all the
Morattoe nations ; and it is faid, that Sevajee him-
felf was born at Gingee. The fortifications, as
well as thofe of Velore, bore the marks of the mi-
litary character of that nation to which they be-
longed. The fortrefs was about three miles in
compafs, and three times larger than the town.
The wall was irregularly built, being carried over
the tops of four mountains, which made fo many
diftinét fortrefles : the chief was that in the north-
weft angle, called Rajah Gadu, having a double
inclofure, part furnithed by the rock itfelf. The
city was at the foot of the fortrefs, as alfo was the
‘palace of the ancient Rajahs, feparated from the
veft by an intrenchment. The Indians efteem no
fortifications very ftrong unlefs placed upon high
and difficult eminences, and always regarded Gin-
gee as the ftrongeft fortrefs in the Carnatic,

Tue French troops eafily got pofleflion of the
town, where they were expofed to a continual fire
from the forts, which they bombarded, and ftormed

* Or Jini,
{uc-
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fucceflively in the night, till the whole were re-
duced {word in hand, with the lofs of only twenty
men in the different attacks.

Tae lofs of this important place awakened Na-
zirzing, who affembled his troops together at Ar-
cot, and advanced to Gingee. His army had been
greatly diminifhed by the return of feveral chiefs
to their own diftricts : however, his camp confifted
of 50,000 horfe, 60,000 foot, 700 elephants, and
360 pieces of cannon, befides their numerous at-
tendants ; fo that the whole contained a2 multitude
of about 300,000 men. This great body moved
fo flowly, that they were fifteen days in marching
thirty miles. The rains fet in with great violence,
and overflowed the whole country. Provifions be-
came fcarce, and ficknefs began’ to {pread in the
camp, which continued till December, when the
rainy weather ceafed. Nazirzing renewed his cor-
refpondence with M. Dupleix, and offered him
very favorable terms of pacification : but the Patan
Nabobs were now ready to put their conipiracy into
execution, in which they had engaged {o many
other principal officers, that the greateft part of
the army was on their fide ; and M. Dupleix or-
dered the French troops at Gingee to march
againft the viceroy, and accomplith the views of
the confpirators.

M. Dk ra ToucHE was the commander of the
French troops at Gingee, from whence he began
his march, on the 4th of December, at the head of
8do Europeans, 3000 fepoys, and ten cannon. The
Plan was communicated to M. Buffy and fome other
officers, who gave hints to the foldiers {ufficient to
infpire them with confidence ; and a guide was fent
by the confpirators to condu@ the troops, where
they were to make the grand attack upon the
viceroy’s head quarters, as he lay perfeétly fecure
in ‘his own imagination, and {unk ip all the effemi-

¥ 3 nagy
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« pacy of an Afiatic camp, which extended eighteen
miles, and formed a kind of blockade round the

town.

Tue French attacked the camp, on the szth, at
four in the morning. The advanced pofts were foon
difperfed, as were alfo 25,000 foot who fupported
the viceroy’s artillery. The firing fpread an alarm to
the neareft commanders who were not in the confpi-
+ ope body fucceeded another, and all were
repulfed in turn. The French owed their prefer-
vation to their good management of their field
pieces, whofe quick firing - did wonderful execu-
tion, and kept off the furrounding cavalry. After
pafling the line of cannon, they gained their way
fo flowly, that they were three hours advancing
three miles into the camp, when they perceived a
numerous body of horfe and foot drawn up in or-
der, extending as far as the eye could reach. The
French were difinayed, till they perceived in the
center of that body an elephant with a large white
flag, which was the fignal of the confpirators for
the French, who were immediately informed of it
by their officers, and exprefied their joy by repeated
fhouts.

It was fome time after day-light before Nazir-
zing could believe that his camp was attacked by the
French; but when convinced of it, he rouzed thofe
majeftic ideas in which he had been' educated.
Meflengers arrived every minute to inform him of
the progrefs of the French. He then enquired
what difpofitions were made by his own generals,
and was informed, that the troops of Cudapa, Ca-
noul, and Candanore, together with thofe of Maif-
{fore, and 20,000 Morattoes, were ready drawn up,
but had not advanced againft the enemy. The
enraged prince then quitted his tent, mounted his
elephant, and attended by ‘his body-guard, advan-
ced towards thofe troops. He foon met the Na-

i3 bobs
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bobs of Cudapa and Candanore, whom he re-
proached with neglect and cowardice, in not dar-
ing to defead the imperial ftandard againft the moft
contemptible of enemies. The traitors anfwered,
they knew no enemy but himfelf; and Cudapa dif-
charged a carabine from his elephant, which lodged
two balls in the breaft of the unfortunate Nazir-
zing, who fell on the plain, and inftantly expired.
His guards were {fo ‘much terrified at this fudden
aflaflination, that they were eafily difperfed or flain.
The Nabob ordered the head of the murdered
viceroy to be fevered from the body, and expofed
it.on a fpear to the view of the whole army, through
which the news was fpread with great rapidity by
the elevation of little white banners, that ferved
equally as a fignal tothe French, who fent M. Bufly
to congratulate' Muzapherzing on the death of his
uncle, to whom he was immediately declared fuc-
ceffor by all the confpirators.

Tais unexpected event muft have caufed great
confulion in the camp: but what may appear very
extraordinary in.Europe, though common in Afia,
every thing was quiet in a few heurs, as if nothing
bad: happened. - The death of Nazirzing was no
fooner known among his troops, than the greateft
part of them came in crowds to range themfelves
under the banner of his fucceffor, who, after being
a prifoner feven months, was faluted Soubahdar of
the Deckan; and by nine in the morning every
fword was fheathed, notwithftanding that three
brothers of the murdered prince were in the camp.
The new viceroy proceeded to the tent of ftate,
where he received homage from the principal of-
ficers, who had paid it to his uncle the day before :
but Mahomed Allee Cawn, and the prime minifter
Shanavas Cawn, made their efcape from the camp ;
the former fled to his fortrefs of Trichinopoli  and
the latter to Chittaput, |

g M. De
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(R it M. Dt 1A ToucHE, accompanied by all his of-
ity ficers, went in the evening with great ceremony to
pay their refpeéts to Muzapherzing, who received
| them with dignity and gratitude. The news of this
i important revolution was known in the afternoon at
i Pondicherry, where Chunda Saib was the firft who
A 0 announced it to M. Dupleix, who proclaimed it to
I the town by a general difcharge of the artillery, and
I 1 in the evening he received the compliments of the
| principal inhabitants. The next day a Te Deum
i was fung, and deputies were fent to congratulate
it the Soubahdar on his acceflion to the throne, who
! had entrufted the guard of his perfon, and the care
I of his treafures, to the French; which difgufted
the confederate Nabobs, who made exorbitant de-
I mands on the prince for their fervices in contribut-
e ing to his elevation; but were prevailed on to ac-
i company him to Pondicherry, where every thing
et 1 would be fertled to their fatisfattion by M. Dupleix.
| On the 15th, the viceroy entered the gates of
i Pondicherry in a triumphal manrer, attended by a
| numerous and {plendid train, among whom were
A } moft of the principal lords of his court, who were
i magnificently received by M. Dupleix and Chunda
| Saib. The viceroy had a private conference with
i the governor, in which he explained the difficulties
| ; “; he lay under fromthe pretenfions of the Nabobs,
| i who demanded, that their arrears of tribute thould
It be remitted, their territories enlarged, and half of
i ' the late viceroy’s treafury be given up to them.
M. Dupleix told the Nabobs, that if fuch concef-
fions were extorted, the Soubahdar would be un-
able to {upport the dignity he had acquired : upon
which they agreed to accept of half the money
found in the treafury of Nazirzing 3 and that agree-
ment was ratified by their oath of allegiance on the
alcoran to Muzapherzing, who afterwards retired
il i to the houfe appointed for his reception, where he
(U LR AN had
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had the tendereft of all fenfations, the pleafure of
embracing his mother, wife, and fon.

Tue next day the Soubahdar’s inauguration in
the throne of the Deckan was very pompoufly per=
formed, in which M. Dupleix atted ‘a principal
part, and appeared ia the habit of a Mahomedan
lord of Indoftan. He was the firft that paid ho-
mage to the viceroy, who declared him governor
for the Mogul of all the countries fouth of the
river Kriftna, comprehending a territory almoft as
large as the whole kingdom of France. . He like-
wife received the command of 7000 horfe 3 and it
was ordered, that no money fhould be current in
the Carnatic, but fuch as was coined at Pondi«
cherry.

TrE immediate advantages arifing to the French
Ealt India company by thefe conceffions, were the
pofieffions of a territory near Pondicherry producing
annually 96,000 rupees; of that near Karical in
the kingdom of Tanjore, valued at 106,000 and
the city of Mafulipatnam with its dependencies, of
which the yearly income amounted to 144,000 ru-
pees; in all, a revenue of 43,2501, fterling, ac-
cording to the Freach account; but thefe advan-
tages were {mall, in comparifon of thofe which M.
Dupleix expeted to maintain from his extenfive
authority, though it was not conftitutionally con-
firmed by the Mogul. Chunda Saib was alfo de-
clared Naboeb of Arcot, and its dependences, under
the authority of M. Dupleix.

Tue rreafures of Nazirzing were computed at
two millions fterling, and the jewels at half a mil-
lion, of which M. Dupleix engroffed the greateft
part.. The viceroy gave 50,0001, to the French
officers, 50,000l. to their woops, and as much to
the company. On this, M. Dupleix affumed’ the
{tate and formalities of an eaftern prince. He held
his dyrbar, or court, in his palace at Pondicherry,

o4 and
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and fuffered neither the natives, nor his own coun-
trymen, to approach him, without a prefent, after
the eaftern manner. He alfo mounted his elephant,
and was publickly preclaimed Nabob,

Turs defperate firoke againft Nazirzing was a
matter of fuch great confequence to the French, that
M. Dupleix defigned to have built 4 town, called
Fateabat, or place of victory, on the fpot where the
viceroy was murdered. He laid out the plan of
it in a regular manner 3 erected two fine choultries,
cr cpen houfes like the Turkifh caravanferais, for
the reception of travellers gave 3000 rupees to be
diftributed among fettlers and, as lord proprietor,
granted them great immunities for a term of years,
To diftinguith the fhare which the French had in
this affair, called by them a victory fuperior to any
thing of the kind recorded in biftory, a pillar was
to be erected in the market-place of this new town,
with a pompous infcription in the French, Arabig;
Perfian, and Indoftan languages, fignifying, that
. this town was built in memory of a vitory ob-
tained by, the French, commanded by M de Ia
Touche, over the army of Nazirzing, on the 5th of
December 1750, in the 36th year of the reign of
Louis XV. and the 3d of Hamet Shah, during the
government of M. Jofeph Francis Dupleix, of the
order of St. Louis, knight of St, Michael, and com-
mandant.general of the French Nation in India,
and in the 8th year of his government.” Unluckily
for him, futyre ages will not be the wifer for it s for
captain Clive, a year after, in re-taking the Arcot
country, burnt the town, and deftroyed the monu-
meat on which the pillar was to have been ere@ed.

NoTHING now retarded the departure of Muza-
pherzmg to his capital city Aurengabad, for which

ot his army : bur ag his government might not be
free from commotions, he was accompanied by

M. BUﬁ'y’
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M. Bufly, at the head of 6oo French, 3000 fepoys,
and a large train of artillery, to eftablith him in his
dignity. The army departed from Pondicherty on
the 4th of January 1751, and marched till the lat-
ter end of the month, when they arrived in the ter-
ritory of Cudapa, about fixty leagues from Pondi-
cherry. Here fome of his troops were attacked by
- thofe of the Nabob, who, together with the Nabob
of Candanore, fomented this quarrel to depofe the
Soubahdar, as they thought he had not fufficiently
rewarded them. M. Buffy interfered; but the
viceroy told him, that every Patan in his army was
a traitor, and the truth of this affertion was foon
confirmed.

TrHe three Nabobs had united all their forces,
and pofted them to defend a defile which lay in the
rout of the army. The viceroy was no fooner ap-
prized of their revolt, than he hurried away to at-
tack them at the head of his cavalry, without waiting
for the French. The rebels were repulfed ; the Na-
bob of Candanore was killed ; and the Nabob of
Cudapa fled out of the field defperately wounded.
The enraged viceroy purfued the Nabob of Canoul,
who ftood on his defence, with a fmall body of
troops, and advanced towards his enemy. Exaf-
perated by this defiance, the young prince made a
fign for his troops to leave the perfon of the Nabob
to be attacked by himfelf. The two elephants were
direfted to meet each other ; they approached fide
to fide; and Muzapherzing raifed his fword to
ftrike his enemy down : but the Nabob ftruck his
Javelin into the brain of his antagonilt, who fell
back dead. Inftantly, the Nabob was mortally
wounded, his troops attacked, overpowered, and
Cut to pieces.

Twe French troops were ftruck with the deepeft
confternation when they heard of the fate of Muza-
Pherzing, whereby all che advantages were deftroyed

which
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i which they had acquired by the death of Nazirzing,
I and M. Bufly was left without pretenfions to inter-
fere any farther in the concerns of the Deckan. Fle
convened the principal officers, fome of whom were
for placing the fon of the late viceroy in the go-
vernment : but as he was an infant, and three of
his uncles were prifoners in the camp, it was agreed,
that the vacant dignity of Soubahdar, fhould be
conferred on Salabatzing, the eldeft of the brothers
of Nazirzing. The three princes were releafed
from their confinement, and Salabatzing was pro-
AT claimed Soubahdar of the Deckan, with the univer-
il fal confent of the army, who looked upon the fall
I I of the three confpirators as a retribution of the
A divine juftice, which is a creed implanted among
the Mahometans.
i SaLABATZING confirmed every thing that had
il been granted by his nephew to the French, who ac-
[ A knowledged his right to the government, and at-
It -tended him to his capital,

CHAP,
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ManoMmep ALLEE Cawn s joined by the Englith
under captain CorE, at TRICHINOPOLI, 7 1751,
Cuunpa Sa1B is gffifted by the French under M.
D’AUTEVIL 5 who is oppofed by anather body of
Englith under captain Gincin. ~Some forts taken
by both parties. Chunda Saib encamps near Vor,-
CONDA : @ defcription of that fort. The Englith
are defeated there, and vetreat to Trichinopol’i :
that city deferibed ——The charaller of captaiy
CLive : Heis [ent with a detachment to reinforce
captain Gingin a¢ Trichinopoli, and returns to Fort
St. DAVID 3 from whence be is fent with [ome troops
to reduce the province of ARCOT : ‘be takes the Ca-
pital 3 and defeats the enemy at TiMEry. Rajau
Saib is fent with an army from Trichinopoli o op-
pofe captain Clive, whom be befieges at Arcot : ac-
count of that fort : the ficge /'z'zﬁd —Captain Clive
i5 joinéd by a detachment f,o,n Trichinopnli: &z
tokes Timery; is joined by the Morattoes under
Bosinrow'; and obtaixs a viclory over the French
and Rajah Saib et Araxni. He beficges and takes
CONJEVERAM, and returns to Fort §t. David.—
The Erench and Chunda Saib form the fiege of
Trichinopoli.

A Apomep ALLEE Cawn hadefcaped with great
difficulty to Trichinopeli,, where captaip

Cope was fent to {fupport him, with zoo Europeans
and g00{epoys, at the beginning of the year 17513
for a treaty of alliance was con cluded between the
Englifh and the Nabob, who figned the grants to
them, and they engaged to affift h;m to the utmoft
of their power. Chunda Saib raifed 8000 troops,
and took the field, affifted by a French battation
of 800 men under M. d’Auteuil audthe Englith
fent
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fent 500 Europeans, and 1200 fepoys, commanded
by captain Gingin, a Switzer, to obferve their mo-
tions.

Tue Englifh were determined not to appear as
principals in the war: they had been unfuccefsful
in affifting Mahomed Allee Cawn in an expedition
againft Madura; and captain Gingin was ordered
to remain near Fort St. David, till he was joined by
the troops from Trichinopoli, Chunda Saib took
the forts of Chittaput, Arani, and Veloor. He
threatened Trichinopoli; but was clofely followed
by captain Gingin, who took the pagoda of
Verdachelum *, and was joined by 160 Europeans,
with 4000 of the Nabob’s troops, commanded by
his brother Abdul-wahab Cawn.

CrHunDA Sa1B was encamped near Volconda +,
a ftrong fortrefs, about feventy miles weft of St.
David, and forty-five from T'richinopoli, in the
road to Arcot. Its principal defence was a rock
200 feet in height, and about a mile in cireum-
ference at the bottom, where it was inclofed by a
high and ftrong wall, moftly cut out of the folid
rock. It was alfo inclofed by another wall near the
fummit, which was furrounded by a third. Ad-

Joining to the eaft fide of the rock was a ftone fort
built on the plain; and contiguous to it was a town
flightly fortified witha mud wall. Captain Gingin
encamped in a large grove about a mile and a half
fouth-weft of Volconda, and was in fight of Chunda
Saib’s camp, who had prevailed on the governor of
the town to admit his troops. This brought on an
engagement between the two armies, in which
Chunda Saib had the advantage. The Englith bat-
talion was feized with a panic; their officers, par-
ticularly captain Dalton and lieutenant Clive, en-

* Or Vardathelam. + Or Vel-kondah.

deavoured
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deavoured to rally them ; but in vain. They re-
treated to the ftreights of Utatoor *, about twenty-
five miles from Trichinopoli: Chunda Saib fol-
Jowed, and encamped within five miles of them.
He made an attack upon the Englith advanced
guard, commanded by captain Dalton, who re-
pulfed the French; after which, the Englith were
deferted by many of the Nabob’s troops, and
marched to Trichinopoli, where they encamped
under the walls. The enemy ftill followed, and
encamped on the plain, on the eaft fide of the town,
from whence they cannonaded the Englith, but at
too great a diftance.

THe city of Trichinopoli is about ninety miles
inland from the coaft, and ftands on a plain which
runs in length from eaft to weft about nineteen
miles, and once was crouded with rich villages and
plantations of trees; but fince the war, hardly a
trace of either was left.  The town was in form of
an oblong {quare, the longeit fides of which were
eaflt and weft. On the north runs the river Cavery 1,
lefs than half a mile from the fort. = The town was
near four miles in circumference, with a double cir-
cuit of walls, and round towers at equal diftances,
according to the eaftern method of fortification.
The outward wall was eighteen feet high, and five
feet thick, without rampart or parapet: the inward
was much ftronger, being thirty feet high, with a
rampart of ftone, decreafing by large fteps from
the ground to the top, where it was ten feet broad,
and had a thin ftone parapet about {even feet high,
in which were loop-holes to fire through. There
was an interval between the two walls of twenty-five
feet ; and before the outward, a ditch thirty feet

© #* Utatur, or Outatoore: fometimes called Pallikonda.

+ Kaveri, or Cauvery. )
wide
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wide and twelve deep, unequally fopplied with water
at different feafons, but never quite dry. A moft
extraordinary rock, abour 250 feet high, ftands in
the middle of the old town to the north, from
which the adjacent country is difcovered for many
miles round : and on the top of this rock was a pa-
goda, which was of fingular ufe to the Englifh
during the whole war., Here was conftantly fta-
tioned a man, with a telefcope, who gave them,
by fignals and writing, an account of all the -ene.
my’s motions.

Tue Englith battalion was now reduced o 400
men, who encamped on the weft fide of the city,
and the Nabob’s troops on the fouth fide: but
captain Cope, with 100 Europeans fent there in the
beginning of the year, remained within the walls.

Chunda Saib and the French took pofleflion of Se- §

ringham, which had been evacuated by the Nabob:
it was a poft occupied by the French ‘all the war,
and was excellent as fuch, for an army that would
keep their communication open.

Tue ifland of Seringham * is formed about fix
miles north-weft of Lrichinopoli by the river
Cavery, which divides itfelf into two branches :
that to the northward takes the name of the Cole-,
roon 3 and that to the fouthward preferves its old
name, the Cavery. FEach of thefe rivers, after a
courfe of about ninety miles, empty themfelves into
the fea; the Coleroon at Devi-cottah, and the
Cavery near Tranquebar, at about twenty miles
diftance from each other. In this ifland, facin
T'richinopoli, and about a mile from it, ftood the
famous pagoda of Seringham, furrounded by feven
fquare walls of ftone, twenty-five feet high, and

e

* ohteo WA ;
Shirangam, or Syrringham, - + Keolloram, .or Colderon.
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four thick: The fpace between the outward and
{scond walls meafured 310 feet, and fo proportion-
ably of the reft. Each inclofure had four large
gates, with a high tower ; which were placed, one
in the middle of each fide of the inclofure, and op-
ofite to the four cardinal points. The outward
wall was about foeur miles in circumference, and its
gateway, to the fouth, was ornamented with pillars,
fome of which, were fingle ftones thirty-three feet
' long, and five in diameter; but thofe which formed
the roof were ftill larger ; and in the inmoft inclo-
{ure were the chapels. About half a mile to the
eaflt of Seringham was another large pagoda, called
Jumbikiftna, which had but one inclofure, The
great veneration in which Seringham was held,
atofe from a belief, that it contained the identical
image of the god Wiftchnu, worthipped by Brama
and pilgrims from all parts of India came here,
with an offering of money, to obtain abfolution.:
A large part of the revenue of the ifland was allot-
ted for the maintenance of the bramins; who in-
habited the pagoda ; and thefe, with their families,
formerly compofed a multitude not lefs than 40,000
fouls, maintained without labot, by the liberality of
fuperftition : but their repofe was now doome-l to
be difturbed, and their temple polluted, by the
violence of arms.

In the beginning of Auguft, the French fent a
ftrong detachment to attack Coilady, a mud fort,
about a mile to the eaft of the great bank which
terminates the ifland of Seringham, and fifreen miles
eift of Trichinopoli. As this was the only poft

- which' ftill held out for the Nabob, captain Gingih,
fent enfign Trufler, with 20 Europeans and 100 fe-
poys, to reinforce the gatrifon: but he was obliged
to abandon the fort, after he had gallantly defended
it feveral days.© This fuccefs determined Chunda

Saib
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Saib to crofs the Cavery : he left a garrifon in Se-
ringham ; and encamped with the reft of his army
to the eaft of Trichinopoli 3 which his forces were
| not fufficient to befiege, and both parties continued
L el inaltive the remainder of the campaign ; while the
i Englifh collected another army, and invaded Arco‘t,
i i in which expedition the prefent lord Clive nobly di-
I ftinguifhed himfelf.

i Tue prefidency of Fort St. David were con-
I eerned at the progrefs of the French and Chunda
Saib, who had drove Mahomed Allee Cawn en-
tirely out of the Carnatic, and in a manner invefted
him before the walls of Trichinopoli, where they
daily augmented their army, and colleted warlike
ftores. The fhips from England, being arrived
it with fome recruits, a detachment of eighty Euro-
M peans, and 300 fepoys, with a large convoy of
i ‘1 ftores, were fent from Fort St. David in the middle

I of July, to relieve Verdachellum, which was the
i only fort north of the Coleroon that acknowledged
(it the Nabob, and was then invefted by the troops of
| | a neighbouring Polygar. This party was command-
1 ed by lieutenant Clive, a young gentleman, the
R E fon of Richard Clive of Styche, near Drayton, in

i the county of Salop, Efq; and nearly related to Sir
kgt Edward Clive, one of the judges of the court of
\ | common pleas. Colonel Lawrence, {peaking of

i Mr. Clive, calls him, * A man of undaunted re-
folution, of a cool temper and a prefence of mind,
(Tl which never left him in the greateft danger. Born
| a foldier ; for, without a military education of any
| fort, or much converfing with any of the profeffion,
T from his judgment and good fenfe, he led an army
ity - like an experienced officer, and brave foldier, with
f it a prudence that warranted fuccefs. This young
N man’s early genius, continues the colonel, furprized
AR and engaged my attention, as well before, as at the
l[ i ﬁ€gﬁ
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Giege of Dawcottah®, where he behaved, in courage
and judgment, much beyond what could be expected
from his years; and his fuccefs afterwards, con-
firmed what I had faid to many people concerning
him.”

Mr. Clive, foon after the redultion of Devi-
Cotah, reaflumed the mercantile fervice of the
company in which he firft went to India, and now
atted as commiffary of the army, which he had ac-
companied to Volconda, from whence he returned
to Fort St. David, while the Englith troops marched
to Trichinopoli. He defeated the Polygar’s troops,
and entered Verdachelum without any lofs. From
thence he fent his detachment through the country
of Tanjore to reinforce the battalion at Trichino-
poli, which they joined without interruption before
the French had pafled the Cavery : but Mr. Clive
treturned to Fort St. David, attended by twelve fe-
poys, and fome fervants, who were furrounded by
the Polygar’s troops, which killed feven of the fe-
poys : the others difperfed for want of ammunition,
and Mr. Clive faved himfelf by the fpeed of his
horfe from a party of cavalry, who purfued him fe-
veral miles. :

Taz French were {till fuperior to the Englith be-
fore Trichinopoli, where the prefidency fent ano-
ther reinforcement under Mr. Clive, who had a
captain’s commiffion given him on this occafion.
His detachment confilted of 100 Europeans, and
50 fepoys, with which he entered the Tanjore
country, whofe king fuffered both the Englith and
French troops to march through it to Trichinopoli.
The French detached 30 Europeans, and 500 fe-
poys, from Coilady, to “intercept captain Clive,
who came in fight of them near the village of Con-

¥ Devi-Cotah.
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dour *, about ten miles north of Tanjore. .Both
parties attempted to get poﬁ%fﬁon oﬂf the village,
and a fkirmifh enfued, in which the Englith had {o
much the advantage, that they arrived fafe at T'ri-
chinopoli, where their battalion was now augment-
ed to 600 men ; but the French had goo, and the
troops of Chunda Saib were ten times the number
of thofe under the Nabob, whofe treafures were ex-
haufted, and his revenues daily cut off or exalted
by the enemy.

Caprtarn Clive returned from Trichinopoli to
Fort St. David, where he reprefented this fituation
of affairs to the prefidency, and propofed to attack
Arcot, as the only means to draw off Chunda Saib
from Trichinopoli. He offered to lead the expe-
dition, and it was immediately undertaken. Colo-
nel Lawrence fays, that ¢ this expedition was at-
tended with uncommon fuccefs, which fome peo-
ple were pleafed to term fortunate and lucky : but
in his opinion, from the knowledge he had of the
gentleman, he deferved, and might expeét from
his condu&, every thing as it fell out.”

TrE captain, on the 21ft of Auguft, embarked
from Fort St. David for Fort St. George, in the
Wager Indiaman, with 130 Europeans, and 200
fepoys : but, on his arrival at Madrafs, he was re-
inforced by 8o Europeans, and 300 fepoys ; {o that
he found himfelf at the head of 210 Europeans, and
500 fepoys, with only eight officers, fix of whom
had never experienced military fervice before; and
yet with this little army, and three field-pieces for
their artillery, he undertook and effected the con-
queft of a large province. |

Trey marched from Madrafs on the 26th, and
arrived on the 29th at Conjeveram, a large city,

-
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with a fortified pagoda, about forty-five miles from
Madrafs.  On the 31ft, they halted within ten
miles of Arcot, the capital of the province, fixty
miles from the coaft ; a populous city, but defended
only by a large defpicable citadel built with earth.
The garrifon confifted of r100 men, who were ter-
rified * at this fudden approach of an enemy, and
immediately abandoned the fort. The Englith, on
tne 1it of September, entered the city, which had
no walls, and quietly took pofiefiion of the citadel,
in the fight of 100,000 of the inhabitants, who
gazed on them with admiration and refpeét.

In the fort were eight pizces of cannon, with
a large quantity of lead and gun powdet; as alfo
effects to the value of 50,000l. depofited there for
fecurity by the country merchants, to whom they
were punctually reftored. They had offered cap-
tain Clive a large {um of money, on his entering
the fort, to prevent the place from being plundered,
which he refufed: but caufed a proclamdtion fo be
made, that fuch as were willing to ftay, fhould re-
ceive no injury ; and thofe that were un willing might
depart, with their effe@s of “all Kinds, grain and
provifion excepted, for which they fhould be paid
the full value immediately.  The fort was inhabited
by near 4000 perfons, who were permitted to re-
main in their habitations. This judicious genero-
fity conciliated moft of the principal inhabirants to
the Englifh intereft ; and.gained the good opinion
and affection of the country people in {fuch a manner,
as afterwards contributed to fave the place ;- for
thofe that did not chufe to flay in the fort,
when the Englith came to be invefted there, gave
captain Clive the moft exalt intelligénce of all the
defigns and motions of the enemy ; fo that they
never attempted any thing that he was not prepared

n the beft manner to receive and oppole.
G 2 Capa
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Caprain Clive was apprehenfive that the enemy
would be reinforced, and return into the town, if
he confined himfelf to the fort : he therefore marched
out of it, on the 4th, with the greateft part of his
men and four field-pieces. The fame afternoon he
difcovered the fugitive garrifon, confifting of 600
horfe and 500 foot, drawn up near Timery*, a
fort fituated fix miles fouth-weft of the city: but
when they perceived the Englith within mufket-
thot, they retreated to the hills in their rear; where
it was difficult and dangerous to follow them ; upon
which captain Clive marched his men back to Ar-
cot. He marched out again on the 6th, and found
the enemy, who now appeared to be 2000, firongly
pofted in a grove within gun-fhot of Timery.
They had two field-pieces managed by fome French-
men, who fired fmartly as the Englifh advanced, and
killed three Europeans : but they fled as the troops
approached nearer, and left many men dead behind
them. Captain Clive then took pofleffion of the
village under the walls of the fort, and fummoned
the governor, who refufed to furrender, as he found
the Englith had no battering cannon; upon which
the troops returned again to Arcot, where they re-
mained in the fort, and were diligently employed
in many neceflary works.

Tae enemy were now increafed to 3000 men,
and encamped within three miles of the town: but,
on the r4th, captain Clive marched out of the fort
in the dead of night, with the greateit part of his
garrifon, who entered the camp by furprize while
the enemy were {leeping in their tents, many of
whom were killed, and the reft fled in the utmoft
confufion. This fuccefs was obtained without the

* Or Timary.
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Jofs of 2 man, and made the Englith appear ftill in
a more formidable light.

THe two eighteen pounders and fome militar
ftores were on the road from Madrafs, efcorted by
a few fepoys, who arrived fafe at Conjeveram, and
were joined by a large detachment from Arcor,
which the enemy then thought was left unguarded,
and marched up with their whole force to attack the
fort. This was bravely defended, and the inhabi-
tants fhewed no fign of infurrection during the at-
tack, which continued till the return of the detach-
ment with the convoy, when the enemy precipi-
tately abandoned the town.

THe French and Chunda Saib were fo much
mortified at the lofs of this important place, that
they fent all the force they could fpare from Trichi-
nopoli to retake it. This detachment was compofed
of 4000 horfe and foot, who were joined in their
route by 150 Europeans from Pondicherry, and alfo
by the troops already colletted in the neighbour-
hood of Arcot. The whole body when united a-
mounted to about 8ooo men, commanded by Ra-
jah Saib*, who entered the city of Arcot on the
23d of September, and fixed his head-quarters in
the palace of the Nabob. But he was followed
from Trichinopoli by a detachment under the com-
mand of captain Kilpatrick, to fupport captain
Clive, who was invefted, and on the point of be-
ing clofely befieged, by a numerous army, com-
manded by a young fpirited prince, aflifted by the
French troops, and feveral European engineers.

Tue Englifh garrifon had nothing but their own
viligance and bravery to fupport them in this fiege
of the fort of Arcot, which was above a mile in
circumference. The walls were ruinous ; the ram-

* The {fon of Chunda Saih.
G 3 part
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R part too narrow. for artillery ; and the parapet
I Jow and flightly built. The towers were decayed 3
R and the ditch was dry in many places. Between
i 1 the foot of the walls and the ditch was a fpace
| abour ten feet broad, intended for a faufle-braye ;
i f but this had no parapet at the fcarp of the ditch.
i The fort had two gates, on€ 1O the north-welt, the
ik e other to the eaft : both of which were large piles of
fiih e mafonry pz'_rﬁjcctig}g forty. feet bsyond the walls :
R and the paffage from thefe gates, inftead of a draw-
I !”f* | bridge, was a large caufeway which crofled the
|

it | ditch. The houfes near the fort had little wood-
| work in their conftruction, and could not be eafily
it fet on fire, fo that the befiegers took pofleffion of
i them, to fire upon the ramparts.
i Tuus fituated, caprain Clive was determined to
il make one vigorous effort to drive the enemy out
il of the town; and onthe 24th, at noon, the oreatefl
i part of the garrifon, wirh the four field pieces {al-
~ lied out of the north-weft gate, which faced a ftreet
[ that ran tothe north, turned to the eaft, and formea
il another {treet where the palace was fitvated. Cap-
‘} tain Clive intended to put the enemy between two
| i fires, and ordered a platoon under cniign' Ulafg to
1 e | 1 march up the ftreet on the eaftern fide of the fort,
R which led up to the palace; and advanced him{elf
[(ai {'";13’ with the main body along the north ftreet. The
' ik (N | 3 / i) ¢
1 French troops were drawn up in front of the palace,
with four field piecesy and, as captain Clive ad-
vanced, a brifk cannonade began at the diftance of
only thirty yards. The French were drove from
their guns in a few minutes, and ran into the pa-
it lace ; while their Moorifh troops got poffeflion of
fiid e o all the houfes in the ftreet, from whence they fired
e TR with fo much aim, that fourteen men, who attemp-
L | ted to carry off the French artillery, were all either
G R killed or wounded. Caprain Clive found it was
' 1 ‘;1{;, ikl impracticable to bring off their guns; and returned
B LHA fik L Rtk B fo
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to the fort, where he found the platoon under en-
fign Glafs, whofe march was retarded by 400 fe-
poys, whom he defeated ; but this mterruptxon
prcwmed him from arriving in time to render the
fervice for which his men were deftined. In this
fally, the garrifon had fifteen Furopeans killed,
among whom was lieutenant Trenwith, whofe death
was occafioned by his nobly preferving the life of his

‘commander, in this manner. A f{epoy from a win-

dow was levelling his piece at captain Clive, as he
was encouraging his men in the ftreet : Mr. Tren-
with perceived the fepoy, and puiled the captain
afide ; upon which the fepoy changed his aim, and
fhot the licutenant dead. Lieutenant Revel, the
only officer of artiflery, was alfo difabled, w;th fix-
teen other men. E

THEe next day, Rajah Saib was joined by Mortiz
Allee, with 2000 men, from Veloor; and at night
fome of their fepoys fired upon the 1amparts from
the adjacent houfes. At midnight, enlign Glafs
was fent with ten men to blow up two of the houfes

which moft annoyed the fort ; but the enfign was
unfuccefsful in the attempt, and difabled from far-
ther a&tion by a violent fall.

THus, at the beginning of ghe fiege, captain
Clive was deprived of the fervice of half his officers
who accompanied him in the expedition; for cne
was killed, two wounded, and anorher returned to
Madrafs ; while the troops fit for duty were dimi-
nithed to 120 Europeans, and 200 fepoys. Thefe
were befieged by 150 Europeans, 3000 horfe, 2000
{fepoys, and 5000 peons.

Tue befiegers were not furnithed with battering
cannon for fourteen days, during which time they
kept firing their mufquetry from the houf: cs, and
bombarding from four mertars; by which they
killed three ferjeants and feveral men, who at dif-
ferent times accompamed captain Clive in vifiting

1
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H the works. The ftore of provifion in the fort was
I only fufficient to fupply the garrifon two months,
which made it neceffary to fernd away all the inha-
i bitants, whom the befiegers permitted to pafs their
i guards. The French artiliery arrived from Pondi-
cherry, confifting of two eighteen pounders, and
feven fmaller pieces s upon which they opened a
| battery to the north-weft, and difmounted one of
| the eighteen pounders in the fort. In {ix days they
it beat down all the wall lying between two towers,
I \ and made a practicable breach of fifty feet. The
i garrifon, both officers and men, were extremely
i alert and indefatigable in making works to defend
| ~it: trenches were dug, and icattered with crows-
i \\  feet ; palifadoes were carried on along the trench-
|

es, and continued up the rampart to the para-
pet. All thefe preparations intimidated the befieg-
ers from making an affault, before they had made
| another breach, which they attempted by a battery
| erected to the fouth-wet.
j LizuTenanT Innis was fent from Madrafs, with
100 Europeans and 200 fepoys, to relieve captain
il Clive : but this party was f{urrounded at Trivatore
| by 2000 of Rajah Saib’s troops, who killed twenty
it of the Englith ; which deterred the reft from con-
tinuing their march, and they retreated to Pono-
i maley, a fort belonging to the company, fifteen
it miles weft of Madrafs. This retreat left the garri-
I i fon at Arcot little expectation of fuccour from the
A fettlements : however, their {pirits were raifed by the
| hopes of other refources. Morarow was encamped,
M with 6coo Morattoes, about thirty miles from Ar-
IRk cot, and offered his afliftance to fuch brave men as
i the defenders of that fort : upon which, Rajah Saib
R propofed very honorable terms to the garrifon, if
L they would furrender; if not, he threatened to put
it 11T 1 every man to the fword. Captain Clive treated
i | l\ thefe propofals with contempt ; which exafperated
It Rajah
|
{
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Rajah Saib, who had alfo made a breach to the
fouth-weft, and was determined to ftorm the fort.

Captain - Kilpatrick had joined the party un-
der lieutenant Innis, and was advancing to Arcot,
- before which fome of the Morattoes had appeared,
and attempted to enter the town. This determined
the befiegers to make their laft effort, and difpofi-
tions were made for the affault, of which captain
Clive was {o feafonably apprized, that he was well
prepared to receive them with mafk batteries. He
knew the very hour of attack, which was to begin
at the dawn of day, by the fignal of three bombs.
After concerting the beft meafures of defence, and
being almoft exhaufted with fatigue, he lay down
to fleep, and ordered his attendants to awaken him
at the firft alarm.

As foon as the morning broke, on the r4th of
November, Rajah Saib led his troops to the attack,
in four principal divifions, two of which advanced
to the gates, and the other two to the breaches,
while others came with ladders to the walls. Cap-
tain Clive found his garrifon at their pofts, accord-
ing to the difpofitions he had made. The affailants
began the ftorm, by attacking both breaches and
one of the gates, which they attempted to force
open with elephants, that had large plates of iron
fixed to their foreheads: but thefe animals turned
from the mufketry, and trampled on thofe who
conducted them. The ftorm to the north-weft was
carried on with a mad kind of intrepidity, heigh-
tened by the inebriation of eating Bang, a plant
which either ftupifies, or excites the moft defperate
excefles of rage. The Moors pafled the breach, and
- fome of them got over the firft trench before the
defenders gave fire; but they were foon repulfed by
the mufketry and two pieces of cannon, which did
fuch execution, that the attack ceafed in a few mi=
nutes. It was renewed by another body, and then

ano-
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another fucceeded, who were drove back in the
fame manner, , They were equally unfuccefsful in
attacking the fouth-weft breach, where they em-
barked leventy men on a raft to crofs the ditch:
but captain Clive himfelf fired one of the field-
pieces, which deftroyed the raft, and many of the
men were drowned. In thefe different artacks the
affailants continued the ftorm almoft an hour, and
then fuddenly relinquifhed all their attempts foon
after which, they retreated and difappeared. "The
French troops were drawn up at a diftance, and
were only {pectators of the attack by their allies,
who had about 400 men killed and wounded, and
among the flain was the commander of their {epoys,
who had diftinguithed himfelf with great bravery.
Many of the garrifon were fick, fo that the number
which repulfed the ftorm was no more than eighty
Europeans, and 120 fepoys, officers included : thefe,
befides ferving five pieces of cannon, fired 12,000
mufket cartridges during the attaek ; in which they
had only four Europeans killed, and two fepoys
wounded : but during the time that the fort was
mvefted, they had forty-five Europeans and thirty
fepoys killed, with a greater number of both wound-
ed, moft of whom {uffered by the fire of the enemy’s
mufketry from the houfes, which was continued
till the next morning, when they precipitately a-
bandoned the town, where they left four pieces of
artillery, four mortars, and a large quantity of
ammunition. Thus ended a fiege, maintained fifty
days, under every difadvantage of fituation and
force by a {mall body of men in their firlt cam-
paign, with a fpirit worthy of the moit able ve-
terans,

‘THe different chiefs who affifted Rajah Saib re-
turned to their own diftrits, and he retired to Ve-
loor with the French and the troops from Trichi-
nopoli; while captain Kilpatrick joined captain

Clive,
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Clive, who left him with a garrifon in the fort, and
took the field on the.1gth. Ilis army confilted of
200 Europeans, 700 fepoys, and three field pieces,
with which he marched to Timery, and took that
fort, where he left a {mall garrifon. He was foon
after joined by 600 Morattoes under Bofinrow %,
the nephew of Morarow, whofe camp-had been
attacked and plundered by the French and Rajah
Saib within a fhort march of Veloor, from whence
they decamped, and joined a reinforcement from
Pondicherry at Aranit, a ftrong fort about twenty
miles fouth of Arcot, when their army confifted of
300 Europeans, 2000 horle, and 2500 fepoys, with
four field-pieces.

Caprain Clive marched towards Rajah Saib,
and, came up with him in the plains of Arani,
where both armies came to a general engagement,
on the 3d of December, about noon. Captain
Clive ftationed his Morattoes in- a grove of palms
to the left ; the fepoys in a village to the right;
and the Eurcpeans, with the field pieces, in the
center, in an open ground, which extended about
300 yards between the grove and the village: in
the front were rice-fields, which were {wampy ; and
the approach of the enemy’s cannon would have
been impracticable, had there not been a caufeway
leading to the village on the right. The French
troops, with. 1500 {epoys, and their artillery,
marched along the caufeway; while the horfe, with
1000 fepoys, attacked the Morattoes before the
other wing was engaged. The Morattoes behaved
with, great fpirit, and fought in a manner peculiag
to' themfelves : they made five {ucceflive charges,
in which they were always repulfed by the {uperi-
ority of numbers. The French were galled on the

P—
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other wing, as they advanced along the caufeway
to the village, and formed an extenfive front.in the
adjacent fields, which reached almotit to the grove,
They were fpiritedly oppofed on all parts, and vi-
goroufly purfued in their retreat. About 50 of
the French, and 150 of their horfe and fepoys,
were either killed or wounded in the engagement,
which continued five hours. The Englith had 20
Europeans, 8 fepoys, and 46 Morattoes, killed or
wounded.

Rajau Sais retreated to the town of Arani, and
from thence to Ginjee, leaving many tents, and a
large quantity of baggage behind. He was clofely
purfued by the Morattoes, who took his military
cheft, in which were 100,000 rupees; and they alfo
returned with 400 of his horfes. Many of his fe-
poys deferted, and offered their fervice to captain
Clive, who incorporated 600 of their beft men a-
mong his own troops, and compelled the governor
of Arani to take an oath of fubmiffion to Mahomed
Allee Cawn.

Tue French had repoffefled Conjeveram, and
placed a garrifon in its pagoda of 30 Europeans,
and 300 fepoys, who impeded the communication
between Arcot and Madrafs, and had furprized a
party of difabled men returning from the fiege,
among whom, were the officers Revel and Glafs =
fome of the men were murdered, but the officers
were {pared.

Bosinrow proceeded with his Morarttoes from
Arant to Trichinopoli, by order of his uncle Mo-
rarow : but captain Clive marched with his own
force to Conjeveram, where he arrived on the 14th,
and fummoned the French officer to furrender, which
he refufed, and threatened to expofe his captives on
the walls, if the pagoda was attacked. Two 18
pounders arrived from Madrals, and the pagoda
was battered in breach at the diftance of 200 yards.

The
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The French had no cannon; but fired {martly with
their mufketry, which killed feveral men at the
battery : and lieutenant-Bulkley was fhot through
the head, as he reconnoitred the pagoda in company
with captain Clive, who ftood clofe by his fide when
he fell. A breach was made after a fiege of three
days; upon which, the garrifon abandoned the
place, and left the Englith prifoners behind.

Carrain Clive deftroyed the defences of Con-
Jeveram ; fent ‘180 Europeans and 500 fepoys to
Arcot; and returned with the remainder of his
troops to Madrafs 3 from whence he proceeded to
Fort St. David, and arrived there before the year
was expired. '

WraiLe the Englith were thus fuccefsful in the
province of Arcot, the French carried on their at-
tempts againit Trichinopoli; for which they had
been fupplied with battering artillery from Carical,
and had erected three batteries, but all of them at
too great a diftance to perform any execution, o as
to make the leaft impreffion on the walls, or among
the Englith and their {epoys, who were encamped
clofe to the welt fide of the town, while the Nabob’s
cavalry encamped to the fouth. Some fkirmifhes
happened, of little confequence, during the month
of October : but the befiegers fired fmartly every
day, and fupplied the befieged with a great number
of cannon-balls, all of which had the Englith mark ;
being the fame that the thips had fired againft Pon-
dicherry, with as little effeét as they were now thrown
away againft Trichinopoli.

Tue Nabob was promifed afliftance from the
king of Maiffore, whofe fubjecs detefted Chunda
Saib. The French detacheda party to terrify that
Prince ; and captain Cope was fent after them with
an Englifh detachment to drive them from the fort
of Kiftnavaram, thirty miles weft of Trichinopoli,
in the high road to Maiffore, Captain Cope was

mortally
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mortally wounded in attacking the enemy ; and cap-
tain Dalton was fent to take ‘the command: but
both parties retired without coming to action, and
returned to Trichinopoli, where many powerful
allies were engaged on each fide.

ok = e A3 A v

Rajan Sats plunders the country near M ADRASS ¢
Captain Curive is fent from Fort §t. Davip 20
command the army at Madrafs.  He takes Cone
JEVERAM ; defeats the French at COVREPAUK ;
and returns to St. David, from ‘whence be is
fent with major LAWRENCE to reinforce the
troops at Tricuinorort. The Nabob Mawo-
MED ALLEE CawN is joined there by the Mais-
SOREANS and thesr MloraTTOES, the Tanjo-
RINES and TonpEMAN: and CHUNDA SAIB is
joined by the troops under Morawa and ALLUM
Cawn. Some account of thefe different allies.
The French attack the Enghith in their march at
KoiLappy and EL1MISER UM 3 but aredefeated,and
Allum Cawn is killed, Major Lawrence fakes
the command of the Nabob’s army at Trichinopoli :
and M. L.aw and Chunda Saib encamp at SERING-
Ham. Captain Clive takes Larcoopy ; and Eli-
miferum [wrrenders to captain DarTon.——M.
D’DAUTEVIL is [fent with an army from PoNDI-
CHERRY 20 reinforce Chunda Saib, and fuper/ede
M. Law. Captain Clive fortifies SAMIAVARAM,
andmarches to intercept M. d’ Auteuil az UtaToor.
The French take Samiavaram ; which is retaken
by captain Clive.—7The Tanjorines fake Koiladdy.
Captain Dalton attacks M. d’ Auteuil, 4t Utatoor :
the French are repulfed, and retreat to VoLcoNDA.
Captain Dalton joins captain Clive, who takes

Pit-
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Pircuanpa. Chunda Saib is deferted by bis al-
lies 5 [urrenders bimfelf to MIONACKJEE, and is
murdered : bis charafler, and remarks on bis death.
—Captain Clive makes M. D’ Autevil and all his
troopsprifonersatVolconda: and M. Law [urrenders
his whole army prifoners of war to major Liawrence
and the Nabob af Seringham. General remarks
on thefe tranfaliions.

HILE captain Clive was at Fort St. David,
» Rajah Saib colle¢ted a confiderable force at
Chettaput, - from whence they marched towards
Madrafs, in the beginning of January 1752, ap-
proacbing fo near as within nine miles, to a place
called St. Thomas’s Mount, where the Englifh
gentlemen had their country feats, in the company’s
territory of Penomalee. The Moors plundered
thefe houfes of all their furniture, carried off all the
provifion they found, and fent the whole to Pondi-
cherry.  After thefe hoftilities they returned to
Conjeveram, garrifoned its pagoda with 300 fepoys,
and kept the field between this place and the fort
of Ponomalee, which they threatened to attack.
Tre Englith prefidency determined to make an
effort to reduce this enemy, before they fent a re=
inforcement to Trichinopoli ; and captain Clive
was fent to Madrafs, to take the command. A de-
tachment of 100 Europeans arrived there from Ben-
gal, and 80 more were taken from the garrifon of
Madrafs ; which were joined by 200 Europeans and
500 fepoys from the garrifon of Arcot. The whole
united force confifted of 380 Europeans, 1300 fe-
Poys, and f{ix field-pieces; with which caprain
Clive took the field on the 2d of February. The
énemy had an army of 400 Europeans, 2500 horfe,
and 2000 fepoys, with a large train of artillery :
but, notwithftanding this {uperiority, they were
afraid to meet caprain Clive, and fortified them-
{elves
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felves ftrongly in their camp at Vendalore, a vil«
lage about 24 miles fouth-weft of Madrafs. The
Englith advanced to attack them in the rear ; upon
which, they fuddenly quitted their camp, and re-
united their fcattered parties at Conjeveram, from
whence they marched towards Arcot, which they
expected to have found without a garrifon. Cap-
tain Clive, therefore, made a forced march of 20
miles to Conjeveram, where the garrifon of the pa-
goda furrendered on the firlt fummons. He fol-
lowed the enemy fo clofe, that they were obliged to
encamp near the fort of Covrepauk*®, within eight
miles of Arcot, where they lay to receive him,
pofted in a very advantageous manner.

Tue Englith army arrived in fight of Covrepauk,
on the 1ft of March at fun-fet, when the van, march-
ing in the high road, were fired upon from the
right, by the French artillery, pofted in a thick
grove of mango-trees, which had a ditch and a2
bank in front, within 250 yards of the Englifh
troops. Captain Clive had little hopes of forcing
the enemy in this ftrong fituation : however, ob-
ferving a water-courfe at a little diftance to the left,
he immediately ftruck out of the road, and threw
his men into it for fhelter ; while the baggage fell
back half a mile, with one of the field-pieces and a
platoon to defend it. The enemy, deceived by the
affurance M. Dupleix had given of captain Clive’s
weaknefs, quitted their pofts, and marched towards
him in a column of fix men in front. The Englifh
formed in the fame order, and a fire was kept up
on both fides for two hours : but when they came
to the pufh of their bayonets, the French retired
within their intrenchments. As it was then about
ten o’clock, and part of the Englith troops raw, the

* Cauvery-Pauk, Kaveri-pakam, or Coveree-paute.
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victory remained doubtful, till captain Clive fent a
detachment under lieutenant Keene, to take a com-
pals, and fall upon the rear of the French battery,
which was well executed. The detachment entered
the grove unperceived, and gave their fire-in a gene-
ral volley at the diftance of 30 yards. The French
immediately abandoned their guns, and fled; but
many of them were taken prifoners. The other
part of their army foon received intelligence of this
difafter, on which. they immediately took fight,
and their horfe difperfed at the fame time. The
Englith troops re-united, and remained under arms
until day-break, when they found themfelves in
pofieflion of eight pieces of cannon, 200 ftand of
arms, and a great quantity of ammunition. They
killed 50 Europeans, and made 60 more prifoners :
the French alfo loft about g00 fepoys. Of the Eng-
lifh; 40 Europeans and 30 {epoys were killed ; be-
fides a greater number wounded.

Tue fort of Covrepauk fubmitted to captain
Clive, who proceeded to Arcot, and marched
againft Veloor : but before his troops came in fight
of that place, he received an order from the prefi-
dency of Fort St. David, to repair thither with all his
force, which they had determined to fend to Trichi-
nopoli. He therefore changed his route, and came
to the fpot where Nazirzing had been killed, and
M. Dupleix had planned out his new town, which
captain Clive caufed to be entirely demolithed, and
then continued his march to Fort St. David, with-
out interruption from the enemy, who were dif-
pirited by his fuccefs, Their horfe were disbanded;
and the French troops and fepoys were recalled
to Pondicherry, where M. Dupleix exprefled the
higheft refentment againft Rajah Saib.  Thus the
valor and conduét ot captain Clive in the Carnatic,
recovered to the Nabob Mahomed Allee Cawn an
extent of country 6o miles long, and 30 broad, the

Vor. II. H annual




o8 A VOYAGE TO

annual revenues of which, amounted to 400,000
pagodas, or 160,0001. fterling.

Caprarn Clive returned to St. David’s on the
r1th of March, and the troops were ready to take
the field again on the 15th, when the Dorrington
arrived from England with major Lawrence on
board, who refumed his command. The chief
{cene of the military operations was now to be at
Trichinopoli, for which place major Lawrence and
captain Clive marched on the 18th, with 400 Eu-
ropeans and 1100 fepoys: they had eight field-
pieces, and efcorted 2 large quantity of military
ftores and ammunition, through the king of Tan-

jore’s country towards Trichinopoli, where the Na-

bob Mahommed Allee Cawn, and alfo Chunda
Saib, had been greatly reinforced by the country
troops.

Tue only prince in the peninfula, from whofe
fituation, power, and inclination, Mahomed Allee
Cawn could expeét to be properly affifted, was the
king of Maiffore*, whofe territory is bounded to
the eaft by the fouthern part of the Carnatic, and
the kingdom of Trichinopoli: to the weft it ex-
tends in fome parts, within 30 miles of the fea-coaft
of Malabar., The capital is Seringapatnam: and
his annual revenue is computed at twenty millions
of rupees, or 2,500,000 1. iterling. The king was
then an infant, and the government was ruled by
his uncle Nanderauze, who was called the dallaway,
or regent. He agreed to affift the Nabob on very
extravagant terms, affembled an army, and took
6000 Morattoes into pay under the command of
Morarow. This army confifted of 12,000 horfe,
and 8ooo foot, which encamped in November at

* X o 1 1
Or Myfore. + Or dolaway.
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Carour, 50 miles from Trichinopoli, upon the
banks of the Coleroon ; from whence 500 Morat-
toes were detached under Innis Cawn to Trichino-
poli in December; and another body of the famie
troops were fent to Arcot under Bofinrow. The
main army decamped at the beginning of the year,
and was led by Nanderauze, who wrote to the Na-
bob, defiring that a ftrong party of Europeans
might be immediately fent to his afliftance, 4s he
was utterly ignorant of the manner in which he
ought to condu@ himfelf againft white men who
fought with mufketry and cannon. FHe was joined
on the 2d of Februaty by captain Dalton, with a
detachment from Trichinopoli, by which he was
conducted to that city, where he was aftonithed at
the martial appearance and regularity of the En-
glifh troops, whom he treated with great politenefs
and efteem. The Morattoes made war their pro-
feffion ; yet they had neither 4rt nor difcipline : they
were only pillagers, and as fuch were formidable to
the Moors. They rode hardy horfes, inured to fa-
tigue, and chiefly fed with {tanding corn. The
common men had no cloathing but a turban on
the head, and a fath round the waift ; and inftead
of a faddle, they ufed akind of pad. Truly formi-
dable with their fabres, they were fatal to froops
that were once broke. But the Morattoes, who
now joined the Englith, under their chief Morarow,
were only a body of mercenary horfe, or roving
free-booters, that alternately took pay of the higheft
bidder, The junction of the Maifforeans deter-
mined the king of Tanjore to declare for the Na-
bob. The kingdom of Tanjore adjoins to Trichi
Ropoli : its length from the weft to the fea is about
100 miles ; and its breadth along the fea-coaft is
90 miles. This prince fent to Trichinopoli 3000
horfe and 2000 foot, under the command of his

H a general
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general Monack-jee™. The Polygar Tondeman,
whofe country lies between Tanjore and Madura,
allo fent 400 horfe, and 3000 Colleries. Thefe laft
are a people almoft favage, who inhabit the woods
between Trichinopoli and cape Comorin : their
name, in their own language, fignifies thieves, and
juftly defcribes their chara&er ; for they live on
plunder, and are particularly remarkable for ftealing
horfes. They creep along the woods with a {pear
eighteen or twenty feet long, trailing on the ground,
which they manage on occafion with great dexterity.
They are troublcfome in_the field, by giving fre-
quent alarms, and in their woody country it is dan-
gerous ‘to attack them. Thus the force of Ma-
homed Allee Cawn became fuddenly fuperior to
that of Chunda Saib; for the troops of his allies,
joined to his own, formed a body of 20,000 horfe,
and 20,000 foot.

Tus army of Chunda Saib had alfo been aug-
mented to 15,000 horfe, and 20,000  foot, by the
junétion of 4000 Peons and Colleries belonging to
Morawa, a polygar, whole country lies to the fouth
of Tanjore: as alfo by 3000 horfe commanded by
Allum Cawn +, the governor of Madura, an ex-
tenfive country, that lies between thofe of Trichino-
poli and Tinevelly. Allum Cawn was a man of
great intereft in the country, and a foldier of fortune,
who had formerly been in the fervice of Chunda
Saib, and afterwards in that of the king of Tanjore,
whom he left, and came to Madura, where his re-
putation as an excellent officer {oon gained him in-
fluence and refpe@, which he employed to corrupt
the garrifon, and fucceeded fo well, that the troops
created him governor, and confented to maintain

-

* Or Monagee. 4+ Or Allam Khan.
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the city under his authority for Chunda Saib, whom
he acknowledged as his fovereign.

Twue regent of Maiffore, and Morarow, endea-
voured to prevail on captain Gingin to make a ge-
neral attack upon the enemy with the whole army :
but' the Englith captain knowing that thefe Indian
troops were- incapable of rendering any material
fervice againft fortified pofts defended by Europe-
ans, and that his own battalion muft fuftain the
principal attack, determined to wait until he was
reinforced by major Lawrence and captain Clive,
who arrived on the 26th of March, at Tricatopoli¥*,
a fort belonging to the king of Tanjore, within
twenty miles of Trichinopoli ; where they depofited
a large part of their ftores.

Boru armies were equally concerned for the fate
of the approaching reinforcement ; and M. Duopleix
fent repeated orders to M. Law, who commanded
the French battalion, to interrupt them at all events:
M. Law reinforced the garrifon at Coilady ; and
major Lawrence, on the 27th, marched his troops
along the high road, within point blank fhot of that
fort, from whence fix pieces of cannon fired upon
them acrofs the Cavery. ' This fire occafioned fome
confufion among the baggage, and was anfwered
from four guns in the rear, {upported by 100 Eu-
ropeans, commanded by captain Clive ; while the
line marched on inclining to the left; which direc-
tion foon preferved them from the enemy’s fire;
but not before twenty Europeans were killed.
They then halted, and were joined by the rear di-
vifion; after which they continued their march
without farther interruption, and the fame evening
halted within ten miles of Trichinopoli. Captain
Gingin then detached 100 Europeans, ‘and fifty

* QOr Tircalupalli.
Hi3 dra-
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dragoons; who joined the reinforcement before
morning. Captain Dalion was alfo {ent from the
city at day-break, with his own company of gre-
nadiers, and another of the barttalion ; in all 200
Europeans, 400 fepoys, and four field pieces: this
detachment was to take poft at a rock called the
Sugar-loaf, about three miles fouth of the French
rock, from whence they were to join the reinforce-
ment, when it came in {ight.

Major Lawrence advanced towards Elimife-
rum *, three miles fouth-eaft of the French rock.
Here was a fortified pagoda on the fummit of a
rock, where the French had mounted cannon 3 and
between thefe two pofts they had drawn up the
main body of their army in order of battle, while
the other troops were in a line, which extended
from the French rock to the village of Chuckley-
pollam by the river-fide. However, the Englifh
commanders eluded this difpofition to furround
them : then they advanced ; and a cannonade enfued,
which was the hotteft ever feen on the plains of In-
doftan; for the French fired from twenty-two
pieces of cannon, and the Englifh from nine. The
French retreated in half an hour; and the Englith
artillery drew up : "but Chunda Saib’s cavalry, ani=
mated by the example of Allum Cawn, firmly fuf-
tained the cannonade, till that gallant officer was
killed. His head was taken off by a cannon-ball,
as be was encouraging his troops to advance ; upon
which they fled. Major Lawrence was unwilling
to expofe his men to more fatigue under fuch a
burning fun, and ordered the purfuit to ceafe, when
captain Clive had followed them fo clofe, as to force
them into a great water-courfe near the French
rock, where they were an the point of being en-

* Or Elmiferam.
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filaded by a fire that would have made great havoc
among them. Seven Englith foldiers were ftruck
dead by the heat, and fourteen were kiiled or
wounded. The French had forty men killed or
wounded ; and more than 300 of Chunda Saib’s
troops, with an elephant, and 285 horfes, were
found dead on the plain. The Morattoes never
attacked the enemy, which deterred the other In-
dian troops in the fervice of the Nabob from im-
proving the {uccefs of this day ; for they remained
idle {pectators at a diftance, nor could be induced
to make a fingle charge, not even to interrupt the
retreat.

Major Lawrence renewed his march, and arrived
that night at Trichinopoli, where he took the com-
mand of the whole united army ; which was com-
pofed of 1200 Europeans and Topafics in battalion,
with 1200 fepoys in Englifh pay, and the Nabob’s
troops, with thofe of his allies ;- who were all con-
{ulted by the major, to fettle the plan of operations
for the campaign. They concurred in opinion, that
a general attack fhould be immediately made upon
the enemy’s camp; or, if they retreated to the
ifland, to cut off their communication with the
country : but when the time was to be fixed, the
major found both Moors and Indians fo fuperfti-
tioufly devoted to fortunate and unfortunate days,
that many would be apparently loft before they
could agree in the notion of a favorable hour, with-
out which none of them thought it fafe to venture
an engagement,

TaE enemy avoided any attack, by returning to
the ifland, where their army amounted to 600 Ea-
ropeans, Topafles, and Caffres; 1800 fepoys in
Erench pay ; and the troops of Chunda Saib, with
thofe of his confederates. M. Law took up his
head-quarters in the pagoda of Jumbakiftoa: fome
of Chunda Saib’s troops re-entered the pagoda of

H 4 Seringe
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Seringham, others wcqucd under the northern

vall, ‘and the reft extended farther eaftward along the
bank of the Coleroon.

yjor Lawrence endeavoured to cut off their

fupplicq- and, promifing himfelf great fuccel s from
the aftivity and vr'jmmC( of caprain Clive, he de-
tached him with goo of the beft E uropeans, 1200
fepoys, and +\/...o hc xh, with eight pw*ce% of can-
non, to take pry } on the other ﬁr e of the iland,
which he ha ly effected on the 7th of April, and
{tormed La 353,( y“", a mud-fort, \ here the enemy
had l rge magazine of ,é -ain, fufficient to main-
tain ten thoufand men for two months.
AT the f;mu time, C aptmﬁ Dalton was {ent with
his company of grenadiers, fome Morattoes and fe-
poys, to attack Elimiferum. Th ey had two pieces
of cannon, and a mortar; which took up ‘too much
time in conveying through 1 mLen roads: how-
ever, the enemy 1unmuesu1 when they found they
were to be bombarded. The Englith bad five Eu-
ropeans; and ten fc:pu)s \”rwnrkd; but they took
fifteen huroi eans, thirty {epoys, and two pieces of
cannon, one of which was a fire ei ighteen pounder.
The fma:]er piece was lut with fome fepoys to garri-
fm, this poft; and the reft returned to T richino poli
with the large gun, which was pre fented to the
Nabob, as the e frft trophy that been taken during
the campaign.

THE new 1@1vny which began to appear in the
Englifh battalion, induced Morarow to relinquifh
his correfpondence with Chunda Saib, and im-
prefled the enemy with terrors equal to ¢ thofe which
they had formerly created in their opponents. There
feemed to be no judgment in their councils, nor
fpirit in their aGtions : they were afraid 'to fight, and
athamed to retreat.

* Or Lalguddy.

I7




THE EAST-INDIES. 103

It was neceflary for the Nabob to reduce the
pofts of which the enemy were in pofieflion to the
north of Coleroon ; and to intercept the reinforce-
ments which might be {ent from Pondicherry
through the ftreights of Utatoor: therefore it was
determined, that captain Clive fhould chufe fuch a
central fituation between the ftreights of Utatoor ¥
and the Coleroon, as would beft anfwer all thefe in-
tentions ; and particularly, that his divifion fhould
not be out of the reach of a forced march from
Trichinopoli, left the whole of the enemy’s force
fhould fall upon him before major Lawrence could
move to his affiltance.

Caprain Clive proceeded feven miles to the
north of the Coleroon, and took poficifion of the
village of Samiavaram, about ten miles from Sering-
ham, and on the high road to Pondicherry, through
which the enemy’s convoys muft pafs. In the vil-
Jage were two pagodas, about a quarter of a mile
diftant from each other, one on each fide of the
high road leading to Utatoor, which was fifteen
miles from Samiavaram. Thefe pagodas were al-
lotted for the quarters of the Europeans and fepoyss;
but the Morattoes and Tanjorines encamped with-
out. Ravelins were immediately flung up before
the gates, and a redoubt was conftructed to com-
mand the road to the north and fouth.

Wuen M. Dupleix was informed of this fituation
of affairs, he fent M. d’Auteuil to fuperfede M.
Law in the command. He took with him a rein-
forcement from Pondicherry, confifting of 120 Eu-
ropeans, 500 fepoys, and tour field picces, with a
large convoy of provifions and ftores. ‘They arrived
at Utatoor on the r4th, and captain Clive marched
the fame night with the greateft part of his force to

* Or Outatoor ; fometimes called Pallikonda.
inter-
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intercept him. M. Law was apprized of this march,
and detached 8o Europeans, with 700 fepoys, to
attack the pagodas in the abfence of captain Clive,
who at the fame time was returning from Utatoor,
where M. d’Auteuil received advice of his approach,
and regained the fort.

Caprain Clive arrived at Samiavaram about ele-
wen at night, when his men, fatigued with fo long a
march, went to reft in the camp, and he retired to
his palankeen in an adjacent choultry. The French
party arrived near the camp at midnight, and were
challenged by the advanced guard of Englith fepoys,
who were deceived, and fent one of their body to
conduct the engmy to the bead-quarters. Among
the French party were forty Englith deferters, whofe
officer was an Irifhman, and rold the fepoys, when
they challenged, that he was fent by major Law-
rence to reinforce captain Clive. They continued
their march through a part of the Morattoe camp,
without interruption, till they came to the leffer
pagoda, where they were challenged by the centi-
nels, and by others pofted in the choultry in which
captain Clive lay afleep. They returned the chal-
lenge by a volley into each place, attacked the pa-~
goda about four in the morning, diflodged the Eng-
lilh, and put all they met to the {word. Captain
Clive ftarting out of his fleep, and alarmed at the
firing, ran immediately towards it ; by which means
he joined the French fepoys, who were firing at
random, and puthing into the pagoda : imagining
them his own troops, who endeavored to {creen
themfelves from an attack, he began to reprimand
them in the country language, angrily demanding
what they were firing at. The fepoys, in this time of
darknefs and-confufion, paid little regard to him, till
one of their officers fufpecting him to be an Englifh-
man, drew his fword, and cut at him; which he
parried, by advancing forward, and receiving the

blow
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blow from near the hilt : but another officer of the
Englifh fepoys, accidently coming to his affiftance,
cut the French fepoy down, and difengaged captain
Clive ; who, perceiving his miftake, and fortu-
nately efcaping, went and joined his own troops,
then under arms. Conceiving that the enemy
would not have attempted fo defperate an enter-
irize without fupporting it by their whole army,
e refolved to ftorm the pagoda before the troops

who were in it could receive any affiltance. The
entrance of the gateway would admit only two men
a-breaft ; but the Englith foldiers made the attack
with great refolution.. ' The deferters within fought
defperately, and killed the officer who attempted
the ftorm and fifteen men; upon which the attack
was {ufpended until day-break, when the com-
manding officer of the French made a fally, but
was killed with twelve of his men. The reft ran
back into the pagoda, where captain Clive advan-
ced to parley with them, leaning on the fhoulders
of two ferjeants, as he was weak with the lofs of
blood. - The Irifh officer prefented himfelf with
great infolence, and fired his piece at the captain,
whom the ball miffed, but killed one of the fer-
jeants. The French difavowed fuch an a&, which
might exclude them from any pretenfions to quarter,
and feeing the Englith cannon approach, they im-
mediately furrendered at difcretion, to the number
of 66 Europeans. The French fepoys without had
difcovered the danger of their fituation before the
bagoda was attacked, and marched quietly off out
of reach of the Europeans : but they were purfued
by the Morattoes, who came up with them on the
open plain before they could gain the bank of the
Coleroon, and inhumanly cut them all to pieces, fo
that not a fingle man out of 700 efcaped alive. A
bloody carnage ! in which cruel exploits the Morat-
£ocs
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toes chiefly diftinguifh themfelves: The Englifh
had only nine men killed and wounded.

Prrcuanpa* and Utatoor were now the only
pofts which the enemy held to the north of the
Coleroon : but they ftill poffeffed Coilady, and
thereby commanded the eaftern extremity of the
ifland. Major Lawrence detached the T anjorines,
under Monackjee, to attack Coilady, which he
took on the 26th of April, whereby the enemy
were deprived of their laft magazine of provifions,
and became every day more and more diftreffed ;
while M. d’Auteuil remained at Utatoor for a pro-
per opportunity to arrive at Seringham.

Major Lawrence fent captain Dalton, with a
party from his own divifion to attack M. d’Auteuik.
It was compofed of 150 Europeans, 400 fepoys,
and sp0 Morattoes, with four field pieces. They
marched from Trichinopoli on the gth of May,
halted at Samiavaram, and arrived the next evening
within two miles of Utatoor. A fkirmifh enfued 3
but the French were repulfed, and retreated to Vol-
conda with fuch precipitation, that they left a great
quantity of military ftores behind in the fort, of
which the Englith took pofieffion.

Caprain Dalton remained only two days at Uta-
toor, and then marched to join captain Clive, who
was preparing to attack Pitchanda, and on the 14th
moved the greateft part of his army down to the
Coleroon.  Along the northern bank of this river,
from Pitchanda to the ground oppofite the great
pagoda of Seringham, was a large mound of earth
fifty feet broad at the top, thrown up by the coun-
try people to'refift the current of the river, which
in this part fets ftrongly from the oppofite f{hore
whenever the waters rife.  The enemy’s camp on

* Or Pitchunda.
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the ifland lay oppofite to this mound, and within
cannon-fhot ; it was therefore determined to employ
the artillery againft them, until the battery againft
Pitchanda could be finithed. On the 15th, at fun-
rife, {ix pieces of cannon began to fire upon the
camp.from embrafures cut through the top of the
mound, which fheltered them from. the guns of
Pitchanda. The camp was foon in the urmoit con-
fufion, and abandoned in two hours..  The garri-
fon of Pitchanda made an unfuccefsful  attempt to
interrupt the cannonade; and the next morning the
fort was fo vigoroufly attacked, that the garrifon
beat the chamade, to {furrender prifoners of war:
but the Englith {fepoys miftook this fignal for a de-
fiance, and fired a volley which killed feveral men,
and ftruck fuch a terror, that fifteen Frenchmen
jumped over the walls into the river, where they
were drowned. The reft, being 60 Europeans and
200 fepoys, furrendered to the Englifh, and were
fent to the Nabob at Trichinopoli.

By the reduétion of this fort, the communication
of the enemy was cut off from the other fide the
Coleroon, and their Indian camp was again expofed
to a cannonade ; which terrified the allies of Chunda
Saib, who had the mortification to fee moft of them
revolt, and join the Nabob, or return into their
own territories. There remained with Chunda
Saib. no more than 2000 horfe; and 3000 foot, who
took fhelter in the pagoda of Seringham: while
the French battalion, with 2000 fepoys, fhut them-
felves up in Jumbakiftna, which they preferred to,
the other pagoda, becaufe its outward wall was in a
better condition, and its fmaller  extent more pro-
portioned to the number of their troops.

Major Lawrence, fent for a train of battering
cannon from Devi Cotah; and, on the 18th of
May, pafled the Cavery to the ifland, where he en-
camped oppofite Jumbakiftna. On the 2%th, cap-

A
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| w‘iﬁ;‘ﬁi' L tain Clive was detached with 100 Europeans, rood
AL fepoys, and fix field pieces, to make another at-
ke tempt upon the French at Volconda. The next
W day they arrived at Utatoor, and the French ad-
A e vanced within feven miles of it, but were then inti«
i Ee midated, and returned to Volconda, where they
il were brifkly purfued by the Morattoes and fepoys.
i The governor of the fort refuled to give any pro-
Bl tection to the French, who were obliged to fur-
It render upon terms that were foon fettled between
It captain Clive and M. d’Auteuil. It was agreed,
il that the deferrers fhould be pardoned; that the
il French commiffioned officers fhould not ferve againft
A the Nabob for twelve months, and the private men
I | remain prifoners of war at his difcretion. The whole
party confifted of 100 Europeans, of whom thirty-
five were Englifh deferters, 400 fepoys, and 300
| horfe.  Captain Clive alfo took three pieces of
il cannon, 3000 mufkets, and 8oo barrels of gun-
RN .._“lf‘{‘}‘;‘e]‘ powder, befides 50,000 rupees ; though the whole
| | &‘ booty made by his troops amounted to 10,0001,
(L fterling at leaft. The horfemen and fepoys were
AR difarmed and fet at liberty as ufual ; and caprtain
i Clive returned to his camp with the other prifoners.
i In this fituation, Chunda Saib was difpirited, and
it threw himfelf under the prote@ion of Monackjee,
f which coft him his life. He might have efcaped
;‘ ,\ to Pondicherry, but dreaded M. Dupleix. M. Law
l
\
|

fuggefted to him the neceflity of attempting to
make his efcape, by bribing fome chief of the con-
| federate army to permit him to pafs through his
| quarters. ‘T'he application was made to the Tan.
i Jorine general, who received the overture, and car-
ried on the correfpondence with fo much addrefs as
| induced Chunda Saib and M. Law to think they
1 had gained him over to their intereft. A large fum

|

|

|

of money was paid to him, and much more pro-
mifed,
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mifed, with every other advantage he thought pro-
per to ftipulate. ‘

Ox the 31ft of May, the battering cannon ar-
rived from Devi Cotah, and M. Law was fummoned
to {urrender at difcretion ; while Monackjee advifed
Chunda Saib to come over to him that very night,
He took an oath, the moft facred of all to an In-
dian foldier, on his fabre and poniard, wifhing they
might be turned to his own deftru@ion if he failed
in his engagements, which were to fend Chunda Saib
with an efcort to Karical : but when the unfortu-
nate prince put himfelf into the power of the Tan-
jorine, he was fettered and confined as 2 prifoner,
till his fate was determined by the Nabob.

THE next day, the Nabob, the Maiffore ‘and
Morattoe generals, Monackjee, and major Lawrence
aflfembled, and debated how to difpofe of Chunda
Saib. - They were of different opinions, and the
major. propofed, that the Englith fhould have the
care of him; which was by no means approved ;
and they parted, without coming to any refolution :
but Monackjee put an end to the difpute, by order-
ing the head of his prifoner to be ftruck off on -the
3d of June. The executioner of this deed was a
Patan, who found the unhappy vi€tim an aged
man, ftretched on the ground, where he ftabbed
him to the heart, and afterwards cut off his head ;
which was immediately fent to the Nabob, who
then for the firft rime faw the face of his rival. Atf-
ter he had gratified his courtiers with a fight of it,
they tied the head to the neck of a camel s 10 which
manner it was carried five times round the walls of
Trichinopo}i 3 attended by 100,000 {pectators, who
infulted it with ali the indecent invectives peculiar
tothe cauftoms of their country.  The military abi-
lities of Chunda Saib were much greater than arecom-
monly found in the generals of Indoftan : and in his
Private character, he was generally ackno“.’l*’dggd to

have
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have been a brave, humane, gencrous, and bene-
volent man, efpecially as princes go in Indoftan.
The many examples of a fimilar tate, which are
perpemally produced by the contefts of ambition in
this unfettled empire, have eftablifhed a proverb,
¢ that fortune is a throne ;” and therefore he who
£alls in fuch.contentions is only accounted unfor-
tunate, without having the odium of rebellion or
treachery charged on his memory, unlefs he oppofes
the Great Mogul, who is efteemed as the {fovereign
of all.

M. DupLEIX, in his memoirs, falfely afferts, that
major Lawrence himfelf ordered the death of
Chunda Saib, notwithftanding that calumny had
been clearly refuted before.

Waen M. Law faw the fate of his ally, and
heard of the defeat of his countrymen at Volconda,
he thought of furrendering, and defired the media-
tion of the Englith with the Nabob. Major Law-
rence held a perfonal conference with M. Law, who
defired that the Englifh would facilitate the retreat
of his army into the French fettlements: but ma-
jor Lawrence anfwered, that the Englith were in
clofe alliance with the Nabob ; in juitification of
whofe condué he produced a letter, wherein M.
Dupleix declared, he would never ceafe to purfue
Mahomed Allee, while a fingle Frenchman re-
mained in the Mogul empire,

Tue French in Seringham had only rice enough
for two days; and as there was no poflibility ofires
lief, or holding out any time, M. Law accepted
the terms prefcribed by the Nabob; whereby * the
pagodas were to be delivered to him, with all the
guns, ftores, and ammunition : the Europeans,
Topafles, and Caffres, were to be prifoners of war;
the officers to give their parole not to ferve againft
Mahomed Allee Cawn, or his allies; and the de-
ferters to be pardoned.” © Thefe articles were {igned

by
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by M. Law on the 3d of June; and the next mora-
ing the Englith took poffeflion of both the pagodas.
In that of Jumbakiftna, the French troops flung
down their arms in a heap, and furrendered pri-
foners to captain Dalton, who marched into the
fort with 250 chofen men. The prifoners confifted
of 35 commiffion officers, 725 battalion men bear-
ing arms, fixty fick and wounded in the hofpiral,
and 2000 fepoys : their artillery were four thirteen
inch mortars, eight cohorns, two petards, and 31
pieces of cannon, of which eleven were for batrer-
ing, moltly eighteen pounders, and the reft field
pieces : they had alfo a oreat qUantity of ammuni-
tion flores, and carriages of all forts in very good
condition. The horfe and foot who had taken re-
fuge in the large pagoda received the Nabob’s
Cowle, or protection, and were permitred to pafs
away without moleftation; after which they fepa-
rated and difperfed.

Four hundred of the French prifoners were
efcorted to St. David 3 and the reft, together with
the artillery and ftores, were conduét=d into Trichi-
nopoli, to complete the triumph of Mahomed Allee
Cawn, who thus found a formidable army reduced
without a battle, and himfelf reinftated in the Na-
bobfhip of the Carnatic.  Although nominal lord
of a country extending from the river Pennar to
cape Comorin, he really had poffeffed no more of
this great dominion, than the ground inclofed by the
walls of Trichinopoli, where he had been clofely
befieged by a fuperior enemy.

Tue French aéted as allies to the rebels, who
almoft deftroyed the country : but the Englilh af-
fifted the lawful prince, appointed by the Mogul,
who was fo fenfible of his obligation to them, that
major Lawrence, in his letter of the 12th of June,
faid, ¢ he had great hopes the Englith company
would be able to carry on their trade in India to

Vor, II. I more
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more advantage than any other European nation.”
In fhort, the whole bufinefs of this war was effe¢tu-
ated in a few fieges and fome {kirmithes, in feveral
of which, not a man of the Englifh was loft: fo
that, in reducing the country to the obedience of
the Nabob, and making near 1000 Europeans
prifoners, the Englifh had not 50 men killed.

Bur fignal as thefe fucceffes had been, fo far
were they from reftoring tranquility to the Carnatic,
that in the very principles which produced them,
were intermixed the feeds of another more dange-
rous and ob{linate war.

il A B N

9'he French effablifh SarasaTzine as Soubahdar of
the DECK AN af AURENGABAD : and M. DuPLEIX
proclaims Raja Sais Nabob of AR coT.—T he dif-
pute between ManoMED ALLEE CAWN and WAN-
DERAUZE, who encamps near T RICHINOPOLI, f7om
whence major LawreNce and the Nabob march 1o
Arcot. They make the governor of VOLCONDA
pay allegiance to the Nabob 5 and take TRivADI.
Major Lawrence refigns the command to captain
GinGIN, and returns to MaDrass.—DMajor Ki-
NEER attacks the French army at VICKRAVANDI,
and is repulfed. Both armies encamp near Fort St.
Davip. Major Lawrence defeats M. de Ker-
JEAN at Banoor : and the Englith return to Tri-
vadi. Captain CLive takes the Forts of COBELONG
and CHINGLAPET, and returns to ExcLanp. Ma-
jor Lawrence compels the governor of VANDEWASH
to [ubmit to the Nabob.—Nanderauze attempts 10
take Trichinopoli from captain DavToN, who ai-
tacks and plunders the M AISSOREAN camp at SE-
RINGHAM, where the Englith are unfucce/sful, mzd
twe
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the Maifforeans cut off all fupplies from the city.—
Salabatzing poifons bis brother Gazi Opin Cawn
at Aurengabad: and M. Dupleix deferts the in-
tereft of Rajah Saib.

VERY thing was thus happily finithed to
the fouthward, and nothing remained to be
done, but to fettle the Nabob Mahommed Allee
Cawn in quiet poffeflion of his territories to the
northward, where the French retained Gingee and
{fome other places. M. Dupleix was not eafily de-

jeéted : his pride fupported him, and his mind was

full of refources. ;

He had eftablifhed Salabatzing as Soubahdar of
the Deckan, and the troops whom he fent on that
expedition acquired immenfe riches for their fer-
vices. In their March from Cudapah they came
to Canoul, the capital of that Nabob who <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>