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PEKING AND THE PEEKINGESE.
——

This Day, with Map and Illustrations, 2 vols., Post 8vo, 24s,
THE ENGLISH EMBASSY IN CHINA during

the FirsT YEAR of it§ REsIDENCE at PErRing. By D. F.
RENNIE, M.D., Staff Surgeon on Special Service under the
Government of India.

CRITICATL. NOTICES.

“ What we chiefly admire in this work is its tone. We are pleased to meet
with one like Dr. Rennie, who has the good sense to examine carefully and judge
fairly, and who does not start with a foregone conclusion that in Europe man is
always virtuous, and in the East only vile. We could fill several columns with
interesting quotations from these volumes.”—7he Times of India.

“ We have said enough to show that the book is full of entertainment, and at
the same time most serviceable as a picture of Chinese life.” —Globe.

“We have found Dr, Rennie’s book very full, very comprehensive, and very
minute in its details, He has picked up a vast number of curious and in-
teresting facts. We have acquired from his volumes more lively and distinct
notions of the Celestial City aud its people than from any other book upon the
subject. His account of the religion, architecture, ceremonies, and policy of
the people is extremely clear, but his chief merit consists in the accuracy
with which he has observed and described the every-day life of the people.”’—
Daily News.

“QOur readers, who may be induced by our extracts to read Dr. Rennie’s
pleasing volumes, we are sure will agree with us that he has produced one of
the most amusing and instructive as well as most valuable works on the
manners and customs of the Chinese.”—7he Churchman.

“ We must say the impression this work leavesupon us is one highly favour-
able to the Chinese, and proportionately unfavourable to the proceedings of some
of our countrymen. It is impossible not to see that the northern Chinese at
heart are a docile and courteous people, and that the savage work which has been
done at various times has had its origin in misrepresentations pouring in from
the south, and causing the Emperor and his ministers to dread and bate the
English as a horde of ruthless barbarians,” — Overland Mail.

“In thus describing the every-day life and peculiarities of the Chinese people,
their proclivities, their mysteries, their quaint expressions, and all such matters,
Dr. Rennie has proved himself a clever delineator.”—Army and Navy Gazelte.

“Contains an abundance of entertaining matter. We have drawn but very
moderately from the store of curious information about the Chinese which
Dr. Rennie has collected, and we recommend those who have been interested in
our quotations to make acquaintance with the book on their own behalf,”—
Saturday Review.

“Replete with valuable information, and interspersed with incidents and
anecdotes of the most amusing character, it must of necessity become one of the
most popular books on China."”—London and China Telegraph.

“ A diary, but a most vivid and life-like one. Those who admire Lady Mary
Wortley Montague’s eastern travels will find much pleasure in reading Dr,
Rennie’s ¢ Peking and the Pekingese.’ ”’— United Service Gazette.

_*“ We confess we listen with pleasure to Dr. Rennie when he ceases to be
didactic, and supplies us with chit-chat from Peking.”— Athenaum

“ A series of minute observations, almost all either entertaining or instruc-
tive, that bring before us the living manners of the Pekingese. Another great
merit of Dr. Rennie’s narrative is the sobriety of expression and the sound
good sense that run through the whole book.”— Reader.

“There will be found in these volumes many interesting motices of Prince
Kung, the Premier of China, and other Chinese statesmen and generals.

[ Continued,



DR. RENNIE'S PEKING, &c.—continued.

The effect of these notices is to leave an impression that Chinese man-
darins are by no means the pig-headed obstructionists which they have bee’n
8o often represented, but men of capacity and good intentions. Dr. Rennie’s
work is not without its interest and value. He surveyed mankind in China
with an unprejudiced eye ; he had excellent opportunities for observation; ”he
is evidently truthful, and is not afraid to encounter popular prejudice.”—
Scotsmam.

“Dr. Rennie’s Peking and the Pekingese contains some valuable particulars,
by an eye-witness, of life in the imperial city of China during the first year of
the British Embassy.””—London Review.

“ When reviewing Dr. Rennie’s former work on ¢ The British Arms in North
China and Japan,” we expressed our admiration of his originality of thought,
and vigour, and appropriateness of language ; and we are glad to find that the
same excellencles are conspicuous in the volumes now before us. Dr. Rennie’s
work is executed with no ordinary ability, and embraces a remarkable variety
of interesting topics respecting a country which contains one-third of the
human race, and with whose physical features, people, and political and social
institutions we are as yet very imperfectly acquainted. “The book deserves
an extensive circulation, and we have no doubt that it will attain it.”—
Edinburgh Courant,

“ Amongst the most valuable of the contributions which have been made to
our knowledge of the Chinese Government and people.”—Morning Star.

“ Most concisely written, and only mentions events which the reader will
peruse with pleasure. Dr. Rennie has the talent of seeing with a clear eye
what is passing around him, and also the ability of conveying his impressions
to the reader without any circumlocution”—Glasgow Herald.

BY THE SAME AUTHOR,

THE BRITISH ARMS IN NORTH CHINA
AND JAPAN. Peking, 1860 ; Kagosima, 1863. Post 8vo, 12s.

“Dr, Rennie was a staff surgeon of the force which operated in the north of
China under Sir Hope Grant, and remained for some time at Pekin as surgeon to
the Legation, In 1863 he visited Japan, and his journal during that visit is, we
think, the most attractive part of this very pleasant volume.”—~Spectator.

“This is an interesting and well-written volume, by an accomplished and
experienced medical man, who was an eye-witness of the events he records, and
who had [peculiar opportunities and facilities for seeing everything to the best
advantage.”’ —Edinburgh Courant.

“ A book which tells the English public a great deal about what concerns it
much, Dr. Rennie’s experience of China and Japan did not exceed two years’
time, and he prefends to no critical acquaintance with the language of the
people ; but for these deficiencies he makes up by diligence and sagacity, and
his book, which is in the form of a diary, giving the first impressions of a quick.
and educated observer, is even more vivid and often more just than the studied
writings of professed Orientalists.”’—Exnaminer.

“ Qur author was attached to the expeditionary force which marched to
Peking, and was stationed for a considerable time at that city and at Tientsin.
He had therefore peculiar opportunities of observing the Chinaman under
circumstances and in localities which were new to an European. Dr. Rennie
was led to pay particular attention to the sanitary condition of the army ; and
he gives us some very valuable information on a subject as little understood
as it is difficult and important.”—dJoln Bull.

“Dr. Rennie had many opportunities of seeing and noting down all that was
worthy of observation. He has done so with much care and conscientiousness,
and has produced a good book on a subject of which every day’s events
increase the importance. Dr. Rennie does justice to the character, both of
Chinese and Japanese, The book is very acceptable,”—U. S. Gazette.

“ It has the merit of being cleverly written, and the writer has had access to
good sources of information, and has drawn upon them fully and skilfully,”—
Saturday Review.

“ Within the category of pleasant books about strange lands must be reckoned.
that of Dr. Rennie.” —Morning Post. .

JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET,
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VIEW OF THE SNOWY RANGE AND PEAK OF KENCHINJUNGA.

[From a Photograph taken at Darjeeling.]
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PREFACE.

THERE is probably no country in the world that,
until within the present year, has been less a sub-

ject of interest than Bhotan, and as a natural conse-
E quence, probably no one, that there is less generally
known about. In fact, it may be said without ex-
- aggeration, that, until recently, comparatively few but
those who made Asiatic geography a special study ever
‘heard its name. Nevertheless, hidden as Bhotan has
: been from public notice, a great deal of official infor-
‘mation has been on record about it, and from its
proximity to the north-eastern frontier of our posses-
sions in India, the Government of that country has had
frequent troubles with it; the earliest of which dates
as far back as the year 1772. These troubles have
related chiefly to raids into British territory (plun-
dering cattle, &ec., and carrying off natives to be
used as slaves) which having been punished in a

variety of mild ways without producing any good
effect, ultimately decided the Indian Government on
nnexing in 1864 the portion of the Bhotan frontier
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from which the predatory incursions were made. In
the course of the narrative however it will be shown
that grounds exist for believing that the faults were
not altogether on the side of the Bhotanese, and
that a certain lawlessness of action has prevailed on
both sides of the frontier; pretty much as existed
on the borders of England and Scotland in former
years.

The first chapter is devoted to a sketch of the
country, its inhabitants, and form of government,
sufficiently detailed to enable the reader at starting
to understand who the Bhotanese really are, and
the relation in which they stand to Thibet, and
thus, indirectly, to our old friends the Chinese. In
preparing this sketch, I have drawn freely on the

official records having latest reference to the subject, |

and have also, in some measure been aided by my

own observation. The second chapter refers to the |
commencement of British intercourse with Bhotan in |

1772, and brings our acquaintance with the country
up to the year 1815. The third treats of the troubles
consequent on the annexation of Assam in 1828, and
the assumption by the Government of India of the
relations which had previously existed between the

Assamese and the Bhotanese. Reference is also briefly

made in this chapter to the first regular mission sent
to Bhotan by the Indian Government in 1837, and to
the train of events (details being given in the form of
an Appendix) which in 1862 determined the Governor-
General, Lord Canning, to send a second. This

W oael Sl



PREFACE. ix

mission was that of the Honourable Ashley Kden,
and its failure having been the immediate cause of
the Dooar war—so called from the name of the
territory belonging to Bhotan that it was deemed
necessary to annex as a preventive of further
aggression—a more than passing notice is required
of it. Chapters four and five are therefore devoted
to an account of Mr. Eden’s journey from Darjee-
ling to Poonakha, the capital of Bhotan, in 1864.
Chapter six treats of negotiations at that place,
and of the peculiar circumstances under which they
were conducted. While the two previous chapters
are a précis of a portion of a very interesting re-
port furnished the Government of India by Mr. Eden
on his return, this chapter (the sixth) is the sub-
stance in detail, but little altered from the original
text, of a special communication addressed to the
Government, and to which publicity has only re-
cently been given. The character of the remainder
of the narrative may be gathered from the following
statement of the circumstances under which it has
been written.

Early in October 1864, when the organisation of
the field force about to operate against Bhotan was
In progress, the 80th Regiment, at the time at
Jhansi, was detailed to form a portion of it. A
staff-surgeon was required to take medical charge of
1t; the surgeon of the corps being at the time in
England. I volunteered for this duty, but as I was
at the time specially employed I was not considered
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available. As matters however turned out, a staff-
surgeon was not at the period wanted, the left Wing-
only of the regiment going to Darjeeling on the
north-eastern frontier as a support—while the head- |
qua,rters' were brought down to Dum Dum, mnear
Calcutta ; so as to be at hand, in the event of further
support being required. Shortly after this occurred,
my services having been placed at the disposal of the |
Commander-in-Chief, I thought it likely, that, from
my local position, should the head-quarters of the
80th Regiment have to proceed to the scene of hostili-
ties, I should have to accompany it. This led to my
making myself acquainted with the train of events
which had rendered operations against Bhotan ne-
cessary, and with a view of having a connected
record of events in the event of ultimately having
opportunities for personal observation, I also col-
lected such information relating to the opening of
the campaign as my residence in Calcutta enabled
me to do.

At the commencement of December 1864, the
British troops entered the Bhotan territory, and the
annexation measures, which had been previously
determined on, were -carried out, almost without
resistance, and the year 1865 opened with the whole
affair apparently terminated ; orders being issued by
the Government for the break-up of the field force.
Before however these orders could be acted upon,
the aspect of affairs on the frontier was completely
changed—the Bhotanese came down in force, and
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attacked our troops in the positions they were hold-
,mg in the lower range of the Himalayas of Bhotan,
[from two of which they succeeded in dislodging
Ithem one of the columns losing its guns and some
lof its sick in retreating to the plains.

{ Immediate preparations were made by the Govern-
ment for repairing these disasters, and large reinforce-
%ments—including two batteries of Royal Artillery,
the 55th and 80th Regiments—were despatched in
February to the north-eastern frontier. I was placed
in medical charge of the latter corps, which formed
the reserve of the Left Brigade of the Dooar Field
Force, and served with it in the Himalayas until the
termination of active operations, and the adoption
for the time being, of a purely defensive policy.

Though the 80th Regiment was not required to
advance beyond Darjeeling, and consequently was
not actively engaged, I was nevertheless favourably
situated for obtaining information regarding the few
operations which were carried on, and I was also able
to see something of Bhotan and the recently annexed
Dooars.

In June 1865, I was ordered to England in charge
of troops, and with the view partly of beguiling the
tediousness of a four months’ voyage round the Cape
of Good Hope—made for the fifth time—partly in the
lhope of furnishing some information about a country
almost altogether unwritten about, so far as I am
!a,wa,re, except in Government reports not available to
the reading public generally, I set myself the task
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now completed, in the course of which I have endea-
voured to give such a sketch of the recent military|
operations and their results as brings our acquaint-|
ance with Bhotan up to the latest date :—the cam-|
paign against it having become invested with a
degree of interest more the result of its cost
(£800,000)* and the expenditure of life and health
from climatic causes by which it has been attended,
than of the more exciting incidents of warfare ; the‘}
minimum of what is usually called military glory
having accrued from it. |

In the course of that portion of the narrative
which relates to my residence at Darjeeling, I have
endeavoured to throw some light on the origin of
the Mongolian tribes forming the bulk of the popu-
lation of the Sikim Himalayas—a subject upon which
but little has been written, and that little, I am!
inclined to think of doubtful accuracy. Whatever
my views relating thereto may be worth, in formmcr*
them, I have had the advantage of a modera,tely
intimate previous acquaintance with the physical and |
other characteristics of a variety of subdivisions of
the great Mongolian family, and particularly of the _‘;
one from which, in my opinion, is descended the]
section of the Sikim population, concerning whose
origin obscurity exists. That my observations on|

* The sum quoted above, was that which the Doour war was known 4
to have cost when I left Calcutta on the 17th of June 1865. Now how-%
ever, it must be represented by much higher figures; consequent on the
unfinished character of the campaign and the extensive preparations
which have since been made for a renewal of hostilities. ]
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this subject and other points relating thereto might
be better arranged than they are, I am fully sensible,
but I have preferred making them in a somewhat
desultory manner rather than deviate from the plan
T have followed throughout of recording my personal
experiences in the order of their occurrence.

The arranging and re-writing of my notes and
shaping the work into its present form were com-
menced in the Bay of Bengal, and finished off the
Azores—for its shortcomings, therefore, I trust allow-
ance will be made ; a cuddy table in a sailing troop
ship presenting a combination of circumstances the
reverse of favourable to a literary undertaking.

The following are the sources from which those
portions of the narrative (Appendix included) relating

to events prior to the commencement of the military
operations, as yet unfinished, have chiefly been com-
piled—Captain Turner’s Embassy to Thibet, Kishen-
kant Bose’s account of his visit to Bhotan, and the
reports of Captain PemBerton, Dr. Griffiths, and the
Honourable Ashley Eden. |

Troorp SHrp ¢ RINALDO,” AT SEA:
October 11th, 1865.

POSTSCRIPT.

With respect to the illustrations, I have to state
that having casually brought home a few photographs
from Darjeeling, it was thought as well to engrave
them, and also introduce a few woodcuts from Dr.
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Hooker’s journal of his visit to the Sikim Himalayas;

the woodcuts thus borrowed, being so far illustrative

of what is described in the portions of the narrative
where they have been introduced, as to be useful ta

the reader.

I may also state that at the conclusion of the’
narrative, I have been able to append a note contain-

ing a brief summary of our relations with Bhotax

up to the latest date ; which renders the work more
complete than it otherwise would be.

December 18th, 1864,
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BHOTAN

AND

THE DOOAR WAR.

——00R 00—

CHAPTER 1.

Geographical Position and Extent of Bhotan—Nature of the Country—
Meaning of the term Dooar—Origin of the word Bhotan—Source from
which its Inhabitants have sprung—The term Bhoteah synonymous
with that of Thibetian—Obscurity connected with the early History
of Bhotan—Traditions with reference thereto—Political Relations
with Thibet and China—Nature of the Government—Constitution of
the Council—The Dhurma and Deb Rajas—The Penlows, Jungpens,
and their Subordinates—Revenue and Judicial Systems—Religion—
Language—Military Resources.

THE country to which the name of Bhotan is usually
given in modern maps is situated on the north-eastern
frontier of our Indian Empire, between the parallels
of 26° 80’ and 28° of north latitude and from 88° 45
to 92° 25’ of east longitude. It extends from the
southern declivities of the great central ridge of the
Himalaya Mountains to the level ground in front of
hat portion of their inferior chain which constitutes
he natural northern boundary of the Assam Valley
nd the north-eastern one of the plains of Bengal.

B
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In length Bhotan is two hundred and twenty miles.
Tts breadth varies a good deal, and may be stated as
averaging about ninety miles. It 1is bounded on the
north by Thibet, on the south by Bengal, the pro-
tected State of Cooch Behar, and Assam. On the
west by the Teesta River, which separates 1t from
Sikim (the territory intervening between Bhotan and
Nepaul), and on the east by the Dhunseeree River,
separating it from the hill districts ruled over by the
Towang Raja; a priest subordinate to the Grand
Lama—the ecclesiastical ruler of Thibet.

With the exception of a strip of land varying in
breadth from ten to thirty miles, situated at the foot
of the inferior heights—but not properly belonging to
Bhotan; having been acquired by aggression from the
Mogul dynasty, the whole of the country presents a
succession of as rugged and lofty mountain scenery
as is to be found in the world. The area of Bhotan
Proper, namely, the portion included between the
higher and lower Himalayan ranges, has been esti-
mated at 19,800 geographical miles. The level ground
at the foot of the latter, wrested from the Moguls,}
runs along the whole length of the country, and
separates the British frontier from the subordinateé
chain of the Bhotan hills. Communication between
this plain and the interior of Bhotan takes place |
through a series of mountain passes, locally known as |
Dooars, a word derived from the Hindoostanee dwar, |
a gate or entrance. This name has been inappropri- |
ately applied to the level tract upon which these
passes open, and thus a much wider meaning has
become attached to the word Dooar than that which
etymologically belongs to it. These Dooars, which
consist of a rich and fertile soil capable of high cul-
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tivation, will be more fully described in connexion
with the history of British intercourse with Bhotan.
Though the Bhoteahs, by which name it has be-
come the custom to designate the inhabitants of intra-
montane Bhotan,* are as distinct from the natives of
Hindoostan as the African Negro is from the China-
man, the appellation, nevertheless, by which their
country is known to us, owes its origin to a Hindoo-
stanee source—the word Bhotan simply meaning the
country of the Bhots or Thibetians. More correctly,
lit should be spelt Bhotstan—stan in the Persian and
Arabic meaning place, as istan does in the Sanscrit :
hence Hindoostan, Afghanistan and Beloochistan,
the places respectively of the Hindoo, the Afshan,
and the Belooch. The Bhoteahs and the Thibetians
are in fact the same people ; the former being what
may be termed a colonial branch of the latter, who
have become alienated in a considerable measure
om the mother country, by attempting the inde-
endent government of hill territory, originally ac-
uired by Thibetian enterprise, but, from its unpro-
luctiveness, apparently given up by the Government
o such adventurers as chose to remain in it.
The proofs of identity between the terms Thibe-
tian and Bhoteah are the following. In the first
lace, the word Thibet is not only unknown in the

2

ut is a word respecting the origin of which we have
o authentic knowledge. Williams, in noticing Thibet
his work called * The Middle Kingdom,” states—

* I make use of the term intra-montane Bhotan, as distinetive of
hotan Proper; inasmuch as the Dooar portion of the country is in-
abited by an Indianic race altogether distinct from the Bhoteahs, and
eld in vassalage by them.

B 2



4 BHOTAN AND THE DOOAR WAR. aH. I.

¢« The name Tibet or Tubet is corrupted from Tu-po,
the country of the Tu, a race which over-ran it in the
sixth century ; another name, according to Turner,
is Pue Koachim, signifying ‘the snowy country of
the north,” but Csoma,* who lived there some years,
says the people called it Pot, or Bod, or Bod Yul, the
land of Bod. The Chinese call the whole country
Si Tsang, and divide it into Tsien Tsang, or Anterior
“Tibet, and Hang Tsang, or Ulterior Tibet.” That
the word Bot, variously pronounced Bhote, Bod, Pot,
Poot, is the name by which Thibet is locally known,
I am. able to testify from personal knowledge, and
that such is the case would also seem to be recog-
nised by certain geographers, inasmuch as in many |
modern maps the country is designated by the words
« Thibet or Bot.” I am not myself inclined to adopt
the words Tu Po as those from which Thibet is de-
rived ; being of opinion that it more probably owes
its origin to a source somewhat similar to that to
which the word Typhoon is to be traced, namely, a
corruption of the two Chinese words Ta and Fung:
the former signifying great, the latter wind. Though
Bot may not be the name by which Thibet is com-
monly known in China, it does not appear to me to
preclude the possibility of the local name of Bot
, having received the Chinese affix of Ta, as indicative

% The Csoma here referred to by Williams is Csoma de Korosi.
a Hungarian who resided several years at Lassa, the capital of Thibet,
studying the language. He composed a Thibetian grammar and dic
tionary, the publication of which he superintended at Calcutta, and,
unfortunately, while on the way back to the scene of his philologica!
labours, was overtaken by sickness, which terminated fatally at Dar
. jeeling in 1842. A tombstone in the burial-ground of that remot
~ gtation, bearing a highly eulogistic inscription, marks his last resting:
place. ‘
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of the greater division of the country from the lesser,
and thus that the two words Ta Bot, corrupted into
Thibet, may have been adopted by foreigners as
generic for the whole. That there is a subdivision
of the country called Great Thibet is supported by
the evidence of Csoma de Korosi, who says that the
country is divided by the inhabitants into Kham Yul
or Bastern Thibet, called also Pot-Chen or Great
Thibet, Wei Tsang or Thibet Proper, and Ari or-
North-western Thibet. In the second place, at
Darjeeling, which is one of the great points of rendez-
vous between the Indo-Chinese races, the word Thibet
is unintelligible, though Thibetians abound in the
place ; the term Bhoteah, however, is generally under-
stood and in no way restricted to the inhabitants of
Bhotan. At Darjeeling it is a matter of every-day
occurrence at the present time to see groups of men
belonging to the Mongolian race in conversation, who,
while bearing a general resemblance to each other,
nevertheless differ in many respects, such as the mode
of wearing the hair, the nature of their garments
and dialect. Many of them understand a - little
Hindoostanee, a knowledge of which is very useful to
them in the course of the petty trading transactions
in which they are engaged. On going up to groups
of this kind, as I have often done, and pointing out
a particular man, asking if he is a Bhoteah, the
reply may be ¢ Ney Bhoteah, Lepcha ; ” meaning that
the man is not a Thibetian, but a Lepcha, the name
by which a Mongolian tribe that forms a large pro-
portion of the population of Sikim Proper, and
British Sikim or the Darjeeling territory, is known.*

* The Lepchas and their probable origin will be found more fully
alluded to in another part of the work.
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Indicating a second man, and enquiring if he is a
Bhoteah, the answer may be in the affirmative, and
then the interrogator has to find out what Bhoteah
he is; one man may be a ¢ Sikim Bhoteah,” another
a ‘“ Nepaul Bhoteah,” or Thibetians who have emi-
grated to and settled in these countries; while a
third may be a ¢ Dhurma Bhoteah,” or inhabitant of
Bhotan Proper; so called from the country being
presided over by an ecclesiastical ruler known as the
Dhurma Raja. Another of the group may admit
himself a Bhoteah, but deny belonging to any of these
countries, and reply, ¢ Cheen Ka Bot;” meaning that
he 1s a Bhoteah of China, or what we call a Thibetian.
In the group there may be one or more other men,
who, though quite distinct from the mnatives of
Hindoostan, still are equally distinct from the
Lepchas and the different classes of the Bhoteahs.
Their features are decidedly those of the Malay race,
and they are known under the generic name of
Paharees, or hill-men. They may be either natives
of Nepaul, or a cross between them and the Bengalee.
Many of them, no doubt, are sprung from the abori-
gines of that portion of the Himalayan range which
18 now inhabited chiefly by Mongolian tribes.

Having thus shown the wide signmification locally
attached to the term Bhoteah, I shall in the course
of the ensuing narrative avoid using it, and in lieu
thereof substitute Bhotanese, as distinctive of the
inhabitants of Bhotan.*

* In explanation of the mode adopted by me of spelling this word, I
may as well state that it is based on no rule whatever. I have merely
adopted it from observing that it is the one most commonly followed in
modern maps and atlases, and therefore the one most familiar to European
geographers, and quite as correct as Bootan, the other way in which the
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With respect to the early history of Bhotan we
have little or no reliable information, what is known
on the subject being for the most part traditional
and hurriedly acquired in the course of the diplomatic
relations which the Government of India has, on two
occasions within the last twenty-five years, unsuc-
cessfully endeavoured to establish with the Bhota-
nese Government. The latest and most detailed
account we have is that contained in the Report of
the Honourable Ashley Eden, the failure of whose
mission to Bhotan, in 1864, led to the military
operations that will hereafter be referred to. Ac-
eording to the data furnished Mr. Eden, Bhotan has
not been in the possession of Thibetians for much
more than two centuries, and is stated to have be-
longed to a tribe that the Bhotanese call Tephoo,
who are believed to have been the people of -Cooch
Behar. Of the conquest of the Tephoo territory
(Bhotan), and the establishment therein of an or-
ganised form of government, Mr. Eden gives the
following account—

“ About two hundred years ago some Thibetian
sepoys were sent from Kampa* by the orders of the
Lassa Government to look at the country; a fight
ensued ; the Tephoos'gave way and went down to the
plains, with the exception of a few who remained in

word is usually spelt. I have adopted the same principle with reference
to the word Sikim, and shall adhere to it throughout the narrative,
except where it appears as a quotation.

* Kampa is the name given to that portion of Thibet lying between
the southern bank of the Tsan Po River and the snowy ridges which
Separate it from the northern limit of Bhotan. According to Pemberton,
1t is the portion of Thibet to which the knowledge of the Bhotanese is
almost entirely confined, as he could discover few people in the counfry
who had visited Lassa.
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a menial capacity with the Bhoteahs, and whose
descendants are to be found still holding the lowest
offices about the forts, and their appearance clearly
indicates their plains origin. The Kampa sepoys
took such a fancy to the country that they refused to
return, and, remaining, formed a little colony without
organisation or government. After a time they were
visited by a travelling Lama from Lassa, named
Sheptoon La-pha. He acquired great influence over
the little colony, and they eventually made him their
king, under the title of Dhurma Raja. He was a
good and wise ruler, kept the country in good order,
was beneficent to his subjects, and was supported
entirely by voluntary contributions. There was at
this time in a monastery of Kain, to the south-east
of Lassa, a certain Lama named Farchoo Doopgein
Sheptoon ; he was a very religious man, but was not
bound by vows of celibacy, and had a large family.
A few years after the election of Sheptoon La-pha to ‘
be Dhurma Raja, Doopgein went to Lassa to see his
tutor and religious guide, but on arriving there
found he was dead. The other disciples of the de-
ceased Lama told him that, just before dying, he had
said, ¢ Tell my disciple, Farchoo Doopgein, that if
he journeys to the Lah-Lumpa (south country) he will
become a great man.” He accordingly came to the
conclusion that the south country must be Bootan,
and went there and settled down quietly. By degrees
he acquired a great reputation for piety and learning,
people flocked to him, and his wishes were more
cared for than those of the Dhurma Raja, Sheptoon |
La-pha. La-pha began to fear that the people would
dethrone him and place Doopgein on the throne,
and so he wrote him a letter requesting him to leave
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the country. Doopgein refused. On this the Dhurma
Raja sent him an order banishing him from the
country, on the ground that a married Lama was a
scandal to the religion of Buddh. This letter he
sent by a one-eyed messenger, a proceeding which,
according to the Thibetian notions of etiquette, 1s a
gross insult. Doopgein, however, interpreted it
otherwise, and sent back the following message to
him: ¢ You have tried to insult me by sending me a
message by a one-eyed man ; but I see a good omen
in this—it clearly indicates that you will soon have
difficulty in seeing the country you now govern.’
This was taken as a declaration of war. Doopgein
claimed the Rajaship, the people flocked to him, and
La-pha was abandoned by his followers, and, being
reduced to starvation, ran away into Thibet to a
place called Kongoo.* . ... Doopgein Sheptoon
~ was the only good ruler the Booteahs ever had. It was
" he who built the forts of Angdu Forung, Poonakh, and
lastly, Paro. He made a code of laws for the protec-
tion of the ryots (agricultural peasantry), forbidding
the levy of anything beyond voluntary contributions.
He appointed Penlows and Jungpens (governors re-
spectively of provinces and forts) to administer the
country, but kept them under control, and limited the
number of their followers to twenty-five for each chief.t

* According to the traditionary account from which the above 18
taken, Sheptoon La-pha was well received at Kongoo by some Thibetian
merchants, who assessed themselves in a fixed sum annually for his
support, in consideration of services he had rendered them while in
Bhotan by facilitating their communication with Bengal.

t The same tradition states that—* When Doopgein Sheptoon became
Dhurma Raja, he separated from his family ; their descendants are still
distinguished as the clan of Chu-j¢, the chief family of Lamas in Bhotan.
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The next Dhurma Raja, considering that temporal
and spiritual powers were incompatible, confined
himself entirely to the latter, and appointed a Dewan
or Vizier to wield the former. This Dewan by degrees
became the Deb Raja and temporal ruler of Bootan.
There is no further trace of the history of Bootan
till some eighty or ninety years ago, when a certain
Deb, Jeedah, distinguished himself by his aggressive
foreign policy.”

The account here given of the origin of the Bhotan
Government was obtained by Mr. Eden from Cheeboo
Lama, whose information, it is stated, was derived
from beooks from Thibetian monasteries. Cheeboo
Lama is a native of Sikim, of the Lepcha tribe, |
who, though a priest by profession, resides at Darjee-
ling as the political representative of the Sikim Raja, |
with whom the British Government is at present on |
friendly terms. He accompanied Mr. Eden’s mission
to Bhotan as Thibetian interpreter. From some little
personal knowledge, however, I have of him, I should |
not feel inclined to place implicit reliance on the cor- |
rectness of information furnished by him on matters

They are up to the present time exempted from all taxation and payment
of revenue, and are entitled to special marks of distinction on entering any |
of the forts; they manage all the affairs of the Dhurma Raja. When |
Lama Doopgein Sheptoon died he said that if his bodywas preserved he |
would reappear again in Bhotan. His body is to the present day kept in |
the Fort of Poonakh, in a silver tomb called Sheptoon Machee (or the first
Sheptoon), and tea and rice are daily put into the tomb. Three years |
after the death of Doopgein, his incarnation reappeared at Lassa in the
person of a little child, who, before it ought to have been able to speak, |
announced itself as the Dhurma Raja of Bhotan. It was brought in great |
state to Bhotan, and having had the late Raja’s cooking utensils put before |
it, and similar articles belonging to other persons, it identified the Raja’s
property, thus satisfactorily establishing its own identity as the pro-
mised incarnation.”
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relating to local history or philology; having found
his statements on certain points, connected with these
subjects, that he might have been supposed to be
quite competent to give a reliable opinion upon, alto-
gether wrong. There are several inconsistencies in
what he has stated to Mr. Eden, amongst others,
that the Thibetian sepoys should have made the
travelling Lama their ruler under the title of Dhurma
Raja, the words being of purely Hindoostanee origin,
and their meaning, “ The King of Virtue”—the Thi-
betian language being at the same time as distinct
from the Hindoostanee as the latter is from the Eng-
lish. It'may have been that it was by terms synony-
' mous in Thibetian to Dhurma Raja in Hindoostanee
that Sheptoon La-pha was raised to the sovereignty
of Bhotan—still that such was the case is not stated.”

% The following extract from the Travels of Ralph Fitch, a merchant
of London, who in the year 1583 visited Bengal, is interesting, from
showing that at that time the country we now call Bhotan was in the
possession of Thibetians, and also that the term Bhoteah was then in use
as well as the Hindoostanee word Dhurma as indicative of the Ruler of
Bhotan :—* There is a country four days’ journey from Cuch or Quichue,
before mentioned, which is called Bootanter and the city Bhoteah ; the
king is called Durmain, the people whereof are very tall and strong ;
and there are merchants which come out of China, and they say out of
Muscovia or Tartary, and they come to buy [sell ?] musk, cambals,
agates, silk, pepper, and saffron of Persia. The country isvery great—
three months' journey. There are very high mountains in this country,
and one of them is so steep that when six days’ journey off it he may
see it perfectly. Upon these mountains are people which have ears of
a span long ; if their ears be not long they call them apes. They say
that when they be upon the mountains they see ships in the sea sailing
to and fro; but they know not whence they come nor whither they go.
There are merchants which come out of the east, they say from under the
sun, which is from China, which have no beards; and they say there it
is something warm. But those who have come from the other side of
the mountains, which is from the north, say there it is very cold. The
northern merchants are apparelled with woollen cloth and hats, white
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Considering these inconsistencies, and the absurdities
connected with the incarnation of the Doopgein
Sheptoon, which are circumstantially detailed by
Cheeboo, I am inclined to think that, in the absence

of specific data on which to form a judgment, the
following brief notice of the subject in the account
given by Captain Pemberton of his mission to Bhotan
in 1838 is likely to be found the more correct—
““There is a tradition current in Bootan that the
country was once ruled by Thibetian officers resident in
it, and that all the palaces and castles now occupied
by the Deb and Dhurma Rajas, Penlows, and Jungpens
were originally constructed by Chinese and Thibetian
architects for the accommodation of those provineial
governors ; but that after holding the country for
some time, and finding it totally unprofitable, the
officers were withdrawn, and the Booteahs were
allowed to govern themselves; still, however, agree-

hozen close, and boots which be of Muscovia or Tartary. They
report that in their country they have very good horses, but they
be little ; some men have four, five, or six hundred horses or kine ; they
live with milk and flesh. They cut the tails of their kine, and sell them
very dear, for they be in great request and much esteemed in those
parts : the hair of them is a yard long. They use to hang them for
bravery upon the heads of their elephants ; they be much used in Pegu
and China ; they buy and sell by scores upon the ground. The people are
very swift on foot.” This description of the trade between Thibet,
Bhotan, and Bengal closely resembles what it is at the present day, and
from the reference made to Cooch Behar, it may be inferred that in
those days it was the place where the traders chiefly assembled. Fitch’s
travels are contained in Hakluyt's Collection of Voyages, and he seems
to have been engaged in the Levant trade, and to have reached India vid
Tripoli, Syria, Ormuz, and thence to Goa. After a short residence
amongst the Portuguese, he sailed to Bengal, Pegu, Siam, and Molucca,
visiting the island of Ceylon and the cities of Cochin and Calicut ; he
- then returned to Ormuz, whence he proceeded overland to Tripoli, where
embarking he reached England in 1591.

e
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ing to the payment of an annual tribute, and recog- 2
nising the continued supremacy of the Emperor of
China in secular, and that of the Delai (Grand) Lama
in spiritual, affairs. The style of these buildings,
which unites the peculiarities of Thibetian and
Chinese architecture, greatly tends to confirm this
current beliéf ; and that the Thibetian influence did
extend far more to the southward between the seventh
and tenth centuries than it has done since is proved
from a fact mentioned by Monsieur Landress in the
introduction to the translation made by him and
~ Messrs. Klaproth and Abel Remusat of the Chinese
~ work Foe-Koue-Ki, where, speaking of the Thibetians,
he says that ¢during the Tsang dynasty, from the
seventh to the commencement of the tenth century,
they issued forth as conquerors from their original
limits ; waged an almost incessant war against China ;
- and following the course of their rivers, which issuing
from the south-eastern corner of their valleys opened
a route to India, extending their conquests in this
direction to the Bay of Bengal, to which they gave=®
the name of the Thibetian Sea.” At what period the
withdrawal from Bootan took place I have not the
means of forming a probable conjecture; but it ap-
pears quite certain from the result of the enquiries
made during my residence in the country, that the
power of China is regarded with considerable respect
by the authorities in Bootan, and a very marked
deference is shown to the supposed views and wishes
of the authorities resident in Lassa, both Chinese and
Thibetian.”

~ With reference to the existence at the present day
of direct political relations between the Bhotanese
and the Governments of China and Thibet, there is
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no proof that the former actually takes place, while
it is equally certain that the latter does, though to
no very important extent. On this point Mr. Eden
states—To Thibet Bootan is mnominally subject,
but the Thibetians avoid all intercourse with their
unruly tributaries. Every year a formal feudatory
payment of a fee as acknowledgment of subjection, con-
sisting of a few pieces of cloth, silk, and some rice is
made; but if the Bhotanese omitted to send the annual
instalment, it is pretty certain that the Thibetians
would not take the trouble to remind them of the
omission; for the presentation of this tribute is made
the excuse for a series of robberies and outrages of
various sorts in Thibet by the party of Booteahs who
escort it.  So violent are these men in their conduct,
that for years past it has been customary to disarm
all Booteahs sent to Lassa, and for the last few years
the Thibetians have made the Booteahs deliver their
tribute on the frontier. No Thibetian official or
trader ever trusts himself across the Bootan frontier,
and their relations with the country generally are in
a very unsatisfactory footing. The Thibetians inva-
riably refuse to aid the Booteahs in any of their
wars.” Though the Bhotanese do not procure mili-
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