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PREFACE.

Ix the beginning of 1855, a year and a half after the termination of the
last Burmese War, the present King of Ava sent a mission of compliment,
with presents, to the Governor - General, Lord Dalhousie. His Lordship
promised that the compliment should be returned, and in the summer of
the same year Major Arthur Phayre, the de facto Governor of the New
Province of Pegu, was appointed Envoy.

I had the honour to be named as his secretary, and I was given to
understand that one of the chief duties of the office would be the pre-
paration of a narrative of the mission for publication.

Such a narrative was prepared accordingly, and a few copies were
printed at Calcutta for the use of the Government. Their warm approval
having been accorded, as well as that of others entitled to speak with
authority (among whom it is gratifying to me to name my venerable
predecessor in this field, Mr. Crawfurd), the work, after undergoing some
retrenchment and re-arrangement, is published in its present form.

The task of compilation was an arduous one, and was completed during
the tenure of a laborious office totally unconnected with the subject.
What may be humorously called the leisure hours of a Calcutta official’s
life,—such hours as he may redeem from meals and sleep, between 8 p.M.
and 10 A —were devoted to it for some twelve months ; besides, I fear,
not a few borrowed from more professional duties, thanks to the kind for-
bearance of a chief, under whom it has been my pride and happiness to
work for many years, and in various branches of the public service.®

To several of my friends and comrades on the journey my hearty ac-
knowledgments are due for their assistance ; chiefly to the Envoy, Major
Phayre, to Mr. Oldham, and to Major Grant Allan of the Madras Army.

* Colonel William Erskine Baker of the Bengal Engineers.
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And this acknowledgment must be held to apply to much more than is
ascribed to them by name in the text. To my friend the Rev. W. D.
Maclagan of St. Peter’s College, Cambridge, I owe my best thanks for
his correction of the press and general supervision of the work in my
absence; and to Mr. James Fergusson, for his kind promise to superintend
the Plates and to furnish a note on the architecture of the ancient Budd-
hist Temples at Pagin, a subject on which he can speak with more autho-
rity than any man living.

To the dead, also, acknowledgment is due. Many of the Notes in
these pages bear the respected name of Colonel Henry Burney, formerly
Resident at Ava, and were derived from his copious Journals and other
papers in the Calcutta Foreign Office. The MSS. of Dr. Richardson,
Dr. Bayfield, Colonel Hannay, and Colonel Macleod, which have never
been published, unless in somewhat meagre abstract, were also carefully
perused, and have been often referred to. The two last-named officers
are, I am happy to say, still living.

There are various other acknowledgments, doubtless, that ought to
have been made, and various explanations that ought to have been given, in
this Preface. But the majority of readers (not reading Prefaces) will not
miss them ; and the others must forgive the deficiency, as I write here
without a scrap of reference or memorandum pertaining to the subject.

If life be granted, I doubt not all my companions in the Ava Mission
will look back to our social progress up the Irawadi, with its many
quaint and pleasant memories, as to a bright and joyous holiday; which,
indeed, it was. But for one standing here on the margin of those rivers,
which a few weeks ago were red with the blood of our murdered
brothers and sisters, and straining the ear to catch the echo of our
avenging artillery, it is difficult to turn the mind to what seem dreams
of past days of peace and security. And memory itself grows dim in
the attempt to repass the gulf which the last few months have inter-
posed between the present and the time to which this Narrative refers.

Fortress of Allahabad, October 3, 1857.
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NARRATIVE

OF A

MISSION TO THE COURT OF AVA.

CHAPTER 1.

JOURNAL OF THE MISSION FROM THE BRITISH FRONTIER TO PAGAN-MYO.

List of the Party— Departure from Rangoon— Enter the Burmese Territory — Burmese Carts and Cattle
— Abstinence from Milk among Burmese and kindred races— Cultivation, singular Plough—Maloon—
Reach Menh’l4 and meet Deputation from the Court—The War-Boats, their Htees and glass bottles—
Object of the latter—Curious parodies of truth in Buddhist Science and Faith—Town of Menh’l4 —
Kald, its meaning and probable origin—Different Craft of the Irawadi described—Mengoon—Poly-
nesian resemblances—Character of the Irawadi and its banks—White Umbrellas— Daily Stages
of our journey—Town of Magwé—Burmese Bridges— Air of distrust— Monasteries— Beautiful
Thein, or Chapel for Consecration of Priests — Petrified Posts—Holy Sites of Z%eins— Introduction
to the Burmese Drama—The Musical Instruments—The Stage, characters, and prolixity—Puppet
Plays—Decency of the Burmese Drama contested— Yenangyoung and its Petroleum Wells—Mode
of working and probable amount obtained—Uses of Petroleum— Poongyis and Burmese Religion
— Punishment of perjury— Animal food not prohibited—Oil loaded in bulk—Ruins at Tantabeng
—Paopa Mountain—Silleh-myo—Religious Buildings —Tributary Channels of the Irawadi, their
general character— Bilits or Ogres—The Sheriff of the River—Reach Pagin—New Spectacle pro-
vided —Singularly picturesque anchorage—The Pumpkin Pagoda.

Tae Mission party,* having embarked on board the  Sutlej” and ¢ Panlang” flats, in tow
of the “ Bentinck” and ¢ Nerbudda” steamers, quitted Rangoon at day-break on the 1st
of August. Some stay being made at Prome, at Thayet-myo, and at Meaday, where the
Envoy received a letter from the Kyoukmau Mengyi, the principal minister at Amara-

* The party was composed as follows :—The Envoy, the Secretary, Dr. John Forsyth (Superintending
Surgeon in Pegu), Major Grant Allan of the Quarter-Master General’s Department and Special Deputy
Commissioner on the Frontier, Mr. Oldham (Superintendent of the Geological Survey of India), Captain
Rennie, Lieut. Heathcote and Mr. Ogilvie of the Indian Navy, Captain Willis, of H. M. 84th, commanding
the escort, Captain Tripe (of the Madras army) an accomplished photographer, Mr. Colesworthy Grant as
artist, Mr. R. Edwards (who had long resided at Ava with Colonel Burney) as interpreter ; Lieut. Mackenzie
of the 8th Irregular Cavalry, Lieut. Hardy and Ensign Woolhouse of H. M. 84th, and Dr. Cholmeley of the
Madras service, as officers of the escort. The latter consisted of the Light Company of H. M. 84th from
Rangoon, with a native officer and fifteen men of the 8th Iu'egulax Cavalry, and a part of the band of
H. M. 29th taken on board at Thayet-myo.

;"\ O B



2 JOURNAL OF THE MISSION

poora, intimating that a deputation from the Court had been appointed to escort us up the
river, we did not quit the last-mentioned frontier station till the morning of the 11th.
About 9 A on that day we got under way, saluted by the guns of the Fort, and a little
before noon we crossed the frontier, six miles farther north. Small white pillars on either
bank mark the change of sovereignty.

We moored for our first night in the Burmese territories at Zoung-gyan-doung, a
small village on the west bank, a little below the large and richly wooded island of
Loon-gyee. The wooded range of hills which clings to the river on the west side all the
way from Prome, with an interruption of a few miles above and below Thayet-myo,
continued throughout the extent of this day’s voyage.* On the east, the country was
lower and undulating. Here and there on either side a narrow champaign tract inter-
vened between the river and the high land, having all that richness of aspect which an
intermixture of palms with the larger forest trees bestows. Villages, though far from
continuous, as some of the maps of the Irawadi seem to indicate, were pretty numerous
on either side. Pleasant and cheerful places they looked, generally with one or two solid
dark monasteries raising their triple roofs above the mingled huts and foliage, and with
dry-looking turfy hills behind, crowned with pagodas, and ascended by winding paths.

At Zoung-gyan, before landing, the Envoy sent to seek the headman of the village;
but as he had gone off to report our approach at Maloon, we landed without further
ceremony, and walked to the top of a neighbouring hill, thinly wooded with catechu and
other trees. From this we had a fine view of the Loon-gyee island, with its park-like
foliage, and the embracing arms of the river. This was apparently the prospect that
Col. Symes speaks of so enthusiastically.t It was a pleasing landscape, but with no
features to justify such high laudation as he bestows. Away from the river bank no
villages were visible, but cart-roads passed inland in various directions, and several of
the neat carts of the country were seen drawn homeward at a trot by sturdy and well-
conditioned red oxen.

These cattle, though much smaller than the stately breeds of Central India and the
Deccan, are considerably larger than the Bengali bullocks, and are more universally in
good condition than is the case perhaps in any other country. The carts are small, and
the cattle share with their masters in the exemption from everything like overwork. But
probably the main reason of their good condition is, that as there is no demand for milk,t
the calves are robbed of no part of their natural food.

* The hills here bear the name of Let-mah-tse-doung, which I believe means “the hills of unwashen
hands,” from some Gautamic legend.

t+ Embassy to the Kingdom of Ava. 4to. Ed. p. 252.

T Ibelieve the aversion to milk as an article of food obtains among nearly all the Indo-Chinese and
Malay races, including specifically the Kasias of our eastern frontier, the Garos and Nagas, the Burmese,
the Sumatran races, and the Javanese. In Cbina itself it isalso prevalent, as Sir John Bowring mentions
in a letter on the population of China, published in the Journal of the Statistical Society.

The use of milk has, however, been adopted at the Burmese Court, and the supply is furnished by
some families of Kathé Brahmans, who maintain a number of cows near the capital. But it is a foreign
usage.
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The ground round Zoung-gyan-doung was undulating, and the bottoms only were
cultivated. The implement used in preparing dry cultivation such as this (red pepper
being here the intended crop) can scarcely be called a plough. It is rather a single barred
harrow, or rake, with three large wooden teeth of tough acacia. A high bow, or loop, of
bent wood rises from the cross bar, and enables the ploughman, pressing on the latter with
one or both feet, to guide the triple furrow. Near Ava, a plough is used, especially in
rice land, more like that of India.

The ploughing executed by the implement described, though imperfect, was neat and
regular, much more so than in common Indian tillage. The process, however, excited the
scorn of the Irregular Cavalry Resaladar who accompanied us, a burly Hindustani Zemindar
from the Doab. * Truly,” said he, it is by the beneficence of the Almighty only that
these people get their food, and by no skill or exertion of their own.” The people here
complained sadly of the want of rain. No rice had been planted for some years past, and
they appeared to think there was but small prospect of a good season now.

12th August.—From our anchorage below Loon-gyee island we passed up the eastern
channel. The country on that side exhibits low undulations covered with sparse, small
trees, and with little or no sign of cultivation. On the west, the hills recede or shade
away, leaving for some distance on the river bank a level covered with rich wood.
Reaching a second considerable island, called after Toung-gwen, a village inland on the
east bank which gives its name to a small district, we found a little canoe stationed, with
men who warned us to keep the western channel. The island, like Loon-gyee, is covered
with fine trees, from which rose several considerable temples, some of them apparently of
ancient character. Above Toung-gwen the river narrowed to 1200 or 1300 yards, with
high woods and banks on both sides, and so continued for two or three miles till we
approached Maloon, when it widened and curved eastward.

Maloon gives its name to a district ; but the residence of the governor has been
transferred to Menh’l4, some three miles farther up, so we did not land.

It is now but a small village, standing on the gentle slope of a hill, which rises behind
to an apex, crowned with numerous temples of various forms. This hill was the nucleus
of the stockade taken in the war of 1826. Near the shore is a cenotaph pagoda, in memory
of the celebrated Maha Bundoola. The landscape is beautiful, but little population was
visible, and few boats. Patnagoh opposite, which boasts a conspicuous place in most of
the maps, is scarcely discernible. A dozen huts are seen among fine trees, and two or
three boats on the shore; that is all.

About 1 p.ar. we reached Menh’l4, and the deputation, appointed by the Court to escort
us up the river, at once came on board. The officials composing it had all been members
of the Mission to Calcutta in the preceding winter. They were, the Woondouk,* Moung
Mhon; the Governor of Tseen-goo, a quaint little elderly man ; and Makertich, Governor

* Woondouk —a minister of the second order. In the Hlwot-dau, which is the cabinet and high court
of the realm, there are four Woon-gyis, or chief ministers, assisted by as many Woondouks.

Woon, a governor or minister, has literally the signification of Burthen. Woongyi, Great Woon ;
Woon-douk, Prop of the Woon.
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of the Maloon district, with jurisdiction extending to the frontier, an Armenian by descent,
but adopting the dress of the Burmans, from whom he is distinguished by his features,
but not by complexion unless by his darker tint. There were besides two scribes or inferior
officers. The party came on board accompanied alongside by five or six war-boats.
These, which we now met for the first time, are immense canoes with low sharp bows and
high recurving sterns, double-banked, with twenty to thirty rowers on a side, the whole
exterior of the hull, and sometimes the oars likewise, being gilt. The crew were rough
stalwart fellows with broad conical bamboo hats, and, in some boats, clad in shabby uniform
black jackets. Festoons of muslin and tinselled net hang from the high sterns of the war-
boats, and a great white banner bordered with silver, and blazoned rudely in the centre

with the royal peacock, droops gracefully over from a curving bamboo ensign-staff. This
staff is generally decorated at the point with a globe of coloured glass, or an inverted
English decanter. The latter is a favourite Burmese ornament, and sometimes, even in the
humble form of a soda-water bottle, is seen crowning the apex of the Htee on a pagoda. *

* The Htee is the umbrella, or canopy, of gilt iron filagree which crowns every pagoda. “ When asked
why a bottle is put on a Pagoda Htee,” writes Major Phayre, “the Burmese tell you that it is to attract
attention from its glitter in the sun. I believe the same practice is followed in Ceylon, and it may have
arisen from their knowing glass to be a non-conductor of electric fluid.” I confess I thought this last
suggestion improbable till I met with the following passage :—*Sanghatissa [who died A.D. 246], placed a
pinnacle of glass on the spire of Ruwanwelli [a dagoba at Anuradhapoora),”” as the author of the Mahawanso
says, “to serve as a protection against lightning.”— Forbes's Ceylon, 1. 224,

There seems to turn up now and then in the science of the Buddhists a very curious parody, as it
were, or chance suggestion, of some of the great truths or speculations of modern science ; just as there
are circumstances of their religion which seem to run parallel with circumstances and forms of Christianity
or Christian churches, and which made the old Jesuit fathers think that the Devil had of malice afore-
thought prepared these travesties of Christian rites and mysteries among the heathen, in order to cast
ridicule on the church and bar its progress.

An example of what I allude to is found here as regards electricity, in the apparent knowledge of the
non-conducting power of glass. In the Buddhist theory of the universe we have an infinity of contem-
porary systems each provided with its sun and planets, analogous to the commonly received opinion of
the plurality of worlds. We have also their infinite succession of creations and destructions by fire or
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A short staff rising from the stern of the war-boat bears this sacred and royal emblem
of the Htee. The dignified occupant of the boat sits not in the stern sheets as with us,
but on a little platform at the prow, shaded by a slight canopy of matting.

The deputation having come on the deck of the flat, a conversation of some length
took place, in which the Woondouk begged Major Phayre to consider him as a near
relation, and to tell him the most intimate thoughts of his heart; after which, the whole
party landed, and went to return the visit at Makertich’s residence. This was a very neat
structure of bamboo on wooden posts, inside a high bamboo inclosure, as is the usual
Burman fashion. An elevated reception-room, open in front, was lined with Indian carpets
for the conference. Behind were the muskets of the Governor’s guard, neatly racked.
His private dwelling was a small place on one side of the court, from which the women
peeped out at the Kalds;* the offices and guards were in other buildings round the
inclosure.

In the evening Makertich accompanied us in a walk round the town. It is quite new,
having been re-established on an old site since he took up the government of the district,
six months before our visit. It was decidedly the neatest town, and the most thriving
in appearance, that we had seen in Burma, British or foreign, if we except Rangoon.f
Makertich stated that people had come to him from his old district of Pegu, of which he
had been governor before the war, and also from Thayet-myo.

The town consists at present of one long row of houses towards the river, a douhble
street behind, and a third commencing in rear, with a short cross-street at intervals.
Along the river a wide strand is left unoccupied, an advantage which the Burmese almost
universally neglect, and on this strand grow many very noble trees, such as the simul, §
tamarind, and different kinds of Ficus, affording a continuous shade. The other streets
are smooth, wide, and dry. The number of houses was stated at 1000, and could scarcely
be guessed lower. The continuity of the town is broken by a group of monasteries and
pagodas, which occupy a part of the river bank, shadowed by a grove of tamarind,
palmyra, and talipat trees.

Some of the pagodas were of a quaint structure, different from the conical or rather

water, analogous to a formerly popular geological theory. They hold the circulation of the blood after a
fashion. The king’s conversations at Amarapoora indicated his belief in the atomic constitution of the
body, and of the existence of a microscopic world, though his illustrations were not accurate. And when
Mr. Crawfurd published his account of fossil elephant bones from the Irawadi, Colonel Burney tells us
that the Burmese philosophers expressed much satisfaction at the discovery, as establishing the doctrine
of their books. These taught that in former times there were ten species of elephants, but that the
smallest species alone survived. (Gleanings in Science,ii. p. 199.)

* Kald means, in the first place, a native of India ; and, secondly, any Western foreigner, such as an
Arab or European. Major Phayre supposes the word to have been the name applied to the aboriginal
inhabitants of India, which we still trace in the names of Kalis, Kols, and other forest tribes of the
Peninsula.

It is probably the same as the A ling of the Malays, the name which they apply to natives of India;
and which again points to the ancient kingdom of Kalinga.

+ The Envoy made here a marginal protest in favour of Prome.

T The Cotton-tree of Anglo-Indians.
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bell-shaped model, which is almost stereotype in Pegu. Where that pattern is departed
from, the foundation of the design appears often to be derived from the ecclesiastical
buildings of timber, and the plaster ornamentation to be based on the carved work of the
latter. Some of this plaster-work showed considerable boldness of design; the scroll
parapets of the staircases terminating as usual in monstrous heads of tigers or alligators.

13th August. We started about half-past six, after an early visit from the deputation,
an inconvenient custom which they continued to practise during our voyage. As the war-
boats afford so little space for the accommodation of a passenger, the Woondouk and his
companions occupied two barges, which the war-boats took in tow. These barges had, in
the superstructure, much the appearance of an Indian budgerow. The hull seemed to be
of English build. They were entirely painted white, the royal colour; and at the fore
angles of the cabin were erected the gold umbrellas of the occupants. A veranda in front
of the cabin was hung with drapery of a roughly embroidered broad-cloth.

At Menh’la, boats were numerous, and there were some fine specimens of the larger
craft of the Irawadi. Two of these could scarcely have been less than 120 or 130 tons
in burden.

Two kinds of vessels, of entirely different structure, are used on the river. These
larger boats were of the kind called Hnau, which is the most common. The model is
nearly the same for all sizes, from
the merest dinghy upwards. The
keel-piece is a single tree hollowed
out, and stretched by the aid of
fire when green, a complete canoe
in fact. From this, ribs and plank-
ing are carried up. The bow is
low with beautiful hollow lines,
strongly resembling those of our
finest modern steamers. The stern
rises high above the water, and

below the run is drawn out fine to
an edge. A high bench or plat-
form for the steersman, elaborately carved, is an indispensable appendage. The rudder
is a large paddle lashed to the larboard quarter, and having a short tiller passing athwart
the steersman’s bench.

The most peculiar part of the arrangement of these vessels is in the spars and rigging.
The mast consists of two spars; it is in fact a pair of shears, bolted and lashed to two posts
rising out of the keel-piece, so that it can be let down, or unshipped altogether, with little
difficulty.*  Above the mainyard the two pieces run into one, forming the topmast.

* Nearly the same kind of mast is used by the celebrated Illanon pirates of the Eastern
Archipelago. When chased they are thus enabled to run into a creek and drop the mast instanta-
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Wooden rounds run as ratlines from one spar of the mast to the other, forming a ladder
for going aloft.

The yard is a bamboo, or a line of spliced bamboos, of enormous length, and being
perfectly flexible is suspended
from the mast-head by nu-
merous guys or halyards, so
as to curve upwards in an
inverted bow. A rope runs
along this, from which the
huge mainsail is suspended,
running on rings like a curtain
outwards both ways from the
mast. There is a small topsail
of similar arrangement.

The sail-cloth used is the
common light cotton stuff for

clothing. Of any heavier ma-
terial it would be impossible
to carry the enormous spread
of sail which distinguishes these
boats. At Menh’la one vessel

was lying so close to the shore

that I was enabled to pace Fig. 3.

the length of the half-yard. I

found it to be 65 feet, or for the length of the whole spar, neglecting the curve, 130
feet. The area of the mainsail in this case could not have been very much less than 4000
square feet, or one-eleventh of an acre.

These boats can scarcely sail, of course, except before the wind. But in ascending the
Irawadi, as on the Ganges during the rainy season, the wind is almost always favourable.
A fleet of them speeding before the wind with the sunlight on their bellying sails has a
splendid though fantastic appearance. With their vast spreading wings and almost invisible
hulls, they look like a flight of colossal butterflies skimming the water.

The other description of boat is called Pein-go. It is said to be the peculiar craft of the
Ningthé or Kyendwen river. Though it traffics to all parts of the Irawadi we first took
particular notice of it at Ye-nan-gyoung, where it is extensively used for the transport of
petroleum. It is flat-bottomed or nearly so, having no canoe or keel-piece like the Hnau,
but being entirely composed of planks which extend throughout the length of the vessel,
wide in the middle, and tapering to stem and stern like the staves of a cask. A wide

neously, so that it gives no guidance to their whereabouts. The coincidences in customs between the

Islanders and the Indo-Chinese races of the Continent are very many, though some Ethnologists have
classed them apart.
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gallery or sponson of bamboo, doubling the apparent beam of the hoat, runs the whole
circuit of the gunnel. These boats, I believe, are generally propelled by oars or pole, though

Fig. 4.

occasionally carrying sail, but not the same spread of cloth as the Hnaw.

[ have no doubt that the germs of these two kinds of vessel, so different as to appear the
inventions of distinct races,
are to be found in two as
different types of canoe, both
of which are common on the
Irawadi.*

Just above Menh’la the
stream runs with great vio-
lence, and the steamers for
nearly an hour made little or
no way. Bold cliffs of red
sandstone rose on the left,
with lovely little grassy nooks
Fig. 5. between, and fine wood clus-

tering round the base of the
rocks, and overshadowing the eddies. A small pagoda, which stood on the very verge
and most prominent point of the cliff, appeared to be the same which was mentioned thirty
years ago by Crawfurd, under the name of Myenka-taoung, as threatened every season

* Some of these canoes are ludicrously small in proportion to the number of persons which they
carry. Mr. Ruskin says (Modern Painters, iii. 319), “The dmpossibly small boats which might be par-
doned in a mere illumination, representing the miraculous draught of fishes, become, whatever may be
said to the contrary, inexcusably absurd in Raphael’s fully realized landscape ; so as at once to destroy
the credibility of every circumstance of the event.” Whether such boats are likely to have been used by
fishermen on the sea of Galilee is another question, but the “inexcusable absurdity” of the Burmese in
using such “impossibly small” boats was often witnessed by our party in the “realized landscape” of the
Irawadi, and as often recalled to mind the cartoon which Mr. Ruskin criticises.
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by the river. According to the same author, it marks the spot where Chaulu, a king of
Pagén, was assassinated about the year 1056.

We stopped at Men-goon (“ the site of the rustic palace”), a considerable village of 200
to 300 houses on the east bank, two miles above Menh’l4, to relieve the war-boats by taking
the barges of the deputation in tow. Herethe whole population was collected on the bank,
awnings were spread, flags were flying, and a Burmese band playing with full power. The
oolden boats, and others less brilliant but of similarly centipedal appearance, circled round
the ships and manceuvred to and fro, whilst their rowers shouted and yelled in chorus, with
an added din of clashing cymbals, braying clarionets, and bamboo clappers; two or three
demoniac figures the while gesticulating and dancing furiously on the benches of each boat,
and all working themselves into intense excitement. The whole recalled strongly some of
the scenes represented in the old plates to Cook’s Voyages, and one felt as if transported to
Owhyhee or Honolulu, instead of visiting an ancient empire of India beyond the Ganges.

Not far above Men-goon, the river begins to change its aspect, and assumes that form
of a spreading channel, from two to five miles wide, embracing numerous alluvial islands,
which it retains at least as far as the mouth of the Kyendwen.

Along the whole of this distance, on the eastward, elevated country hugs the stream,
and generally rises from the water in bold decided banks, or cliffs of red soil. Near the
viver it is ravined and very undulating; farther inland it rises in long slopes and rolling
ridges. We see that we are no longer within the regular influence of the July rains.
From Prome upwards the vegetation has been rapidly losing its rich tropical character,
and now these uplands are merely dotted with sparse and stunted trees and bushes, con-
sisting largely of the br and khyr of India (the zizyphus jujuba and the acacia catechw), of
the gaunt and formal euphorbia, generally indicative of a dry inhospitable soil, and of the
pale sickly madéar, which appears to haunt every unfruitful spot in British India from
Peshawur to Pegu.

These uplands sink at pretty frequent intervals into decided valleys running at right
angles to the Irawadi, into which they discharge the drainage of the interior by broad
shallow sandy channels, always dry, excepting immediately after heavy rain. The
debouchements of these little rivers, always marked by palm-groves and clusters of mnoble
trees, are generally the sites of snug-looking villages, which with their little environment
of ploughed fields and tidy fences form a pleasant contrast to the barren hills that shut
them in.

North of Paghn this upland still exists, but is less elevated, seems somewhat less bare
and barren, and is separated from the river by a greater or less extent of fruitful soil.

On the west bank of the river, the high bank ceases at Memboo (eighteen miles above
Menh’l4), and an extensive alluvial plain stretches into the interior between the river and
the outer spurs of the Aracan mountains, the greater part of which lies in the district of
Tsalen, one of the richest and most populous subdivisions of the Burmese kingdom. This
level is broken for twelve or fifteen miles nearly opposite Pagan by a serrated range of
sandstone hills rising from the bank of the river to a height of 800 or 900 feet, and strongly

resembling in aspect another isolated range which rises inland some six or seven miles
c
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from the eastern bank. Northward the plain reappears, and continues up the west shore
of the Irawadi to the mouth of the Kyendwen, where it runs into the alluvial valley of
that river.

Leaving Men-goon, after some hours’ navigation among the islands, we passed on the
west the long village of Yu-theiya. The barren hills north of it are crowned with the very
numerous white pagodas of Kwé-z0, some of them ascended by long staircases from below.
A little farther, and these hills shade away, near Memboo, into the wide alluvial plain.

Memboo is the nearest point on the Irawadi to the Aeng pass; and a road runs from
this to Ma-p’hé at the foot of the pass, as well as to the now British town of Men-doon,
from which passes lead to Maee in Aracan, across the mountains. The Aeng road is
however considered to debouche at Semphyo-gyoon much farther north, on the direct line
from Ma-p’hé to Ava. The Aracan range was visible on this and several following days,
but never distinctly.

The Envoy to-day prohibited the use of white umbrellas, which the Woondouk said
would, if displayed as they had been, appear disrespectful to the king, by whom alone an
umbrella of that colour can be used.

Our daily journeys had been marked out for us by the Burmese authorities; and at
almost every stage preparation had been made for our reception and entertainment. The
day’s stage was generally short enough to afford a few hours of daylight, either before
departure or after arrival, an arrangement in which all rejoiced.

Our first halt in company with the Ava deputation was at Magwé, which we reached
early in the afternoon. This was the largest town in the Burmese territory that we had
yet seen. Some 200 or 300 boats of all sorts and sizes were lying at the ghats, and
the number of houses was said by the Woondouk to be 3000, which did not seem much
over the mark.

We landed, and were conducted to a large bamboo edifice, where we found some two
hundred well-dressed people assembled in front of us as we sat on the bamboo platform.
These were the heads of towns and villages in the district, with their attendants, who had
been summoned to do us honour.

After the party broke up, the Envoy proceeded with the Woondouk to visit the
principal temple of Magwé, called Mya-Thalwon (or < the Emerald couch”), from being
reputed to contain a relic of the bed of Gautama. It stands on a high commanding
summit over the river. The Myo-thoogyee, or Mayor of the place, has lately executed
an expensive work for the security of the temple, which the Irawadi threatened.
Several tiers of piles have been driven along the foot of the bank, and a brick revetment
of forty or fifty feet in height raised under the base of the pagoda.

In going towards the town, from the ghat where the steamers lay, a handsome specimen
of a Burmese bridge was passed. The Burmans are, in this matter, in advance of the
natives of India, and these bridges are seldom wanting near villages where nullas or
inundated fields obstruct the communication. They are sometimes of extraordinary
length. The construction I have never seen to vary. Large teak posts are driven in
pairs or triplets, with bays between not exceeding twelve or thirteen feet. Mortice-holes
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are cut through these posts, in which cross-bearers are laid, with beams and solid planking
over these, and a railing is added, which in this case was of handsomely turned balusters.
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I believe no substitute for a pile-engine is used in fixing these posts, which nevertheless
appear to stand well. _

The cottages in the suburbs of the town were good, and almost all were provided with
a large porch, or trellis-shed, over which gourd and cucumber vines were trained.

The principal houses along the main street were occupied by armed men, whose swords
and muskets were racked along the verandas. Large numbers of ponies were being led
about the town; and the owners both of arms and ponies were doubtless the militia of the
district, who had been summoned, with their village chiefs, to make a proper impression on
us. We estimated the display of arms to amount to about 500 stand.

From most of the shops the wares had been withdrawn, and it struck us that there was
an air of doubt and discomfort on the faces of the people, as well as a silence most alien to
the Burman character, as if they mistrusted the object of our coming. In fact, absurd
rumours of the meaning and strength of our expedition had been spread extensively, both
in our territories and in the king’s.

Scarcely any women were visible in the town ; no usual circumstance either in Burma.
The air of distrust we never noticed again; but the concealment of the women continued,
more or less, till we got much nearer the capital. I believe it was enjoined by the local
authorities, probably at the suggestion of the Woondouk.

Magwé consists of one main street, with a number of minor streets behind ; and though
the number of houses was perhaps too highly estimated at 3000, I do not think the popula-
tion can be probably reckoned at less than 8000 or 9000.

Leaving the town, we found in rear an open rolling country, divided into fields by
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hedges, or fences of dead jujube bushes. These fields were chiefly sown with sesamum.
The roads and compounds in the exterior of the town were also all substantially fenced, and
the whole aspect of things was one associated with an idea of unexpected civilization.

A conspicuous series of ecclesiastical roofs, tier over tier, dark and massive, had
attracted our attention from the river. We found them to belong to two large monastic
buildings of plain but very solid structure, with a wooden thein, or chapel for the con-
secration of the priesthood, and finally a pagoda. The whole area, including an extensive
compound, was enclosed in a very massive teak fence of squared posts and rails, some
seven or eight feet high. In one corner were nearly a dozen detached little buildings of
the same architectural character as the rest, another indication of manners more akin to
those of Europe than of India.

The thein was the most beautiful and elaborate building of its kind yet seen by us in
Burma; nor did we find it excelled till we became acquainted with the gorgeous monas-
teries in the environs of Amarapoora, and then rather in splendour than in art.

The carving of the eaves and gables in this case was exquisite, both in design and
execution, and bore very close inspection. The interior panels of the ceiling were also
set with frames of carved work that, in design at least, would have done no discredit to
Gibbons himself; and if we had not his favourite woodcock, there were at least pheasants
and peacocks, with elaborate plumage, so cut as to appear to underlie the beautiful scrolls
of foliage which filled up the compartment.

The back and base of the thein were of brickwork, in the usual style of moulding, but
of unusually good execution, the base being surrounded by three tiers of trefoil heads as
parapets.

Outside the building were planted posts of the petrified wood which so abounds in the
districts of the Irawadi. These were noble specimens, some of them standing four and
a half or five feet out of the ground, and not less than fifteen inches in diameter. The
sight of these posts, which at the distance of a few feet were not distinguishable from recent
timber, explained to us the origin of stories about posts of Kyoungs™® seen in a state of half-
completed petrifaction, which were very current both in Sir Archibald Campbell’s camp in
1826, and in General Godwin’s in 1853.1

These posts mark the holy precincts. For every thein is holy ground, and the ground
on which it stands has been holy ever since the commencement of the Buddhist faith. If
a new thein is about to be established, the founders generally contrive to dig up some trace
of a former thein, or other indication of previous consecration (just as Ambrose contrived
to dig up the blood of the Martyrs Gervasius and Protasius at Milan), but modern conse-

* Kyoung, a Buddhist monastery.

+ For instance, in the best personal narrative of the first Burmese war (Captain Trant’s) it is said,
“in several instances the wooden pillars which supported the Kioums and other buildings were found to
be completely petrified at the base of the column, whilst a little higher up the change was only com-
mencing, and at the summit the wood preserved its ordinary qualities.” (Z'wo Years in Ava, p.240.) At
Prome in 1853, several officers assured me that a similar phenomenon was to be seen at one of the
Kyoungs adjoining that city. But I did not succeed in discovering it.



FROM THE BRITISH FRONTIER TO PAGAN-MYO. : 13

cration is admitted only on some rare occasions, when the king grants authority to build
a new thein, and thus dedicates the ground to religion. *

This thein was finally surrounded by a fence of elaborate turned rails and gates. The
finials which crowned the centre posts of the latter were themselves beautiful examples of
carved work. These Burmans have in a high degree that artistic instinct of adorning the
necessary members of a construction, an instinct which now scarcely exists in England.

The Pagoda behind was remarkable only for the tasteful and unusually accurate execu-
tion of its details. For in modern Burmese brickwork, symmetry and parallelism are
things generally treated with much contempt.

Sitting down to sketch the group of buildings from the steps of one of the monasteries,
we were immediately surrounded by a mob of monks and their pupils, all very inquisitive
and good-humoured. When we offered to introduce any one of them in the sketch, he
invariably advanced so close as to touch the artist’s face, and could not understand that he
must be farther off to be seen.

This evening the members of the mission (as such at least) made their first acquaintance
with the Burmese Drama; an entertainment which from this time would occupy a very
large place in the daily history of our proceedings if all were registered.

The Governor had provided both a puppet-play and a regular dramatic performance
for our benefit, and on this first occasion of the kind the Envoy thought it right that we
should visit both.

Each performance was attended by a full Burmese orchestra. The principal instru-
ments belonging to this are very remarkable, and, as far as I know, peculiar to Burma.

The chief instrument in size and
power is that called in Burmese Pai-
tshaing, and which I can only name in
English as a Drum-Harmonicon. It
consists of a circular tub-like frame
about thirty inches high and four
feet six inches in diameter. This
frame is formed of separate wooden
staves fancifully carved, and fitting
by tenon into a hoop which keeps
them in place. Round the interior of
the frame are suspended vertically
some eighteen or twenty drums, or
tom-toms, graduated in tone, and in

size from about two and a half inches diameter up to ten. In tuning the instrument

* This propensity to attribute a pre-existing sanctity to the sites of holy buildings appears to be
common in Buddhism. Thus in Ceylon ; “in ages of impenetrable antiquity the plain on which Anura-
dhapoora was afterwards built had acquired a sacred character ; for it is recorded that when the first
Budha of the present era visited this place, he found it already hallowed as a scene of the ancient religious
rites of preceding generations, and consecrated by Budhas of a former age.”” Forbes's Ceylon, i. 207.
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the tone of each drum is modified as required by the application of a little moist clay
with a sweep of the thumb, in the centre of the parchment. The whole system then
forms a sort of harmonicon, on which the performer, squatted in the middle, plays with the
natural plectra of his fingers and palms, and with great dexterity and musical effect.

Another somewhat similar instrument consists of a system of small gongs, arranged
between two concentric circular
frames. In this case the outer
frame, which is carved like that
of the Pat-tshaing, is about four
feet diameter by fourteen inches
high. The player sits within the
inner circle and strikes the gongs
with small drumsticks. This in-
strument is one of singular sweet-
ness and melody.

In a theatre of respectable
pretensions there are generally
two sets of these instruments, each
with its minor accompaniments to

Fig. 8. form the orchestra, one set being
placed on each side of the scene.

The remaining instruments consist of two or three clarionets with broad brass mouths
and a vile penny-trumpet tone; cymbals; sometimes a large tom-tom: and invariably
several clappers of split bamboo which make themselves heard, in excellent time, but
always too liberally.

The instruments used in what we may call concert music, as distinguished from the
dramatic orchestra, are dif-
ferent from those we have
described. The principal are
the harp, and the bamboo
harmonicon. The harp (Fig.
9) is held across the lap when
played, the curyed horn being
to the left, and the right
hand passed round and over

the strings, instead of being
kept upright like the Welsh
harp. It has a sounding-
board of rounded buffalo
leather, and thirteen strings
of silk. Like the ancient

Egyptian harp of Bruce’s celebrated tomb, it hasno pillar or front to the frame. Tasselled
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cords attached to the ends of the strings and twisted round the curved head, serve for
tuning. This is done by pushing them up or down, so that the curvature of the head
increases or diminishes the tension. These cords are at the same time ornamental
appendages to the harp. This harp is a pleasing instrument by itself, but it is usually
only an accompaniment to unmelodious chants of intolerable prolixity.

"The bamboo harmonicon or staccato is a curious example of the production of melody
by simple and unexpected means. Its use, though unknown in India, extends throughout
the Eastern Archipelago;* and something similar is possessed, I believe, by the negro slaves
in Brazil. Eighteen to twenty-four flat slips of bamboo, about an inch and a half broad,
and of graduated length, are strung upon
a double string and suspended in a cate-
nary over the mouth of a trough-like
sounding box. The roundish outside of
the bamboo is uppermost, and whilst the
extremities of the slips are left to their
original thickness, the middle part of each
is thinned and hollowed out below. The
tuning is accomplished partly by the
regulation of this thinning of the middle
part. The scale so formed is played with
one or two drumsticks, and the instrument

“is one of very mellow and pleasing tone.
Though the materials are of no value, a Fig. 10.
good old harmonicon is prized by the
owner, like a good old Cremona, and he can rarely be induced to part with it.
There was one example at.the Capital, of a similar instrument formed of slips of iron
or steel. It was said to have been made by the august hands of King Tharawadee himself,
who, like Louis Seize, was abler as a smith than as a king. The effect was not unpleasing,
and strongly resembled that of a large Geneva musical box, but it was far inferior in
sweetness to the bamboo instrument.
Another instrument used in these concerts is a long cylindrical guitar of three strings,

shaped like an alligator and so named. It is placed on the ground before the performer.

* In Java they have a number of such instruments made both in wood and metal, and only
slightly differing from one another, but distinguished by different names : (see plate of them in Ragles,
vol. 1i.)
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But to return to our drama.

The stage of the Burmese theatre is the ground, generally spread with mats. On one,
two, or three sides are raised bamboo platforms for the more distinguished spectators ; the
plebs crowd in and squat upon the ground in all vacant spaces.

In the middle of the stage arena, stuck into the ground, or lashed to one of the poles
supporting the roof, is always a small tree, or rather a large branch of a tree, which, like
the altar on the Greek stage, forms a sort of centre to the action. I never could learn the
real meaning of this tree. The answer usually was that it was there in case a scene in a
garden or forest should occur. But there is no other attempt at the representation of scenic
locality, and I have a very strong impression that this tree has had some other meaning
and origin, now probably forgotten.

The foot-lights generally consisted of several earthen pots full of petroleum, or of
cotton-seed soaked in petroleum, which stood on the ground blazing and flaring round the
symbolic tree, and were occasionally replenished with a ladleful of oil by one of the per-
formers. On one side or both was the orchestra, such as it has been described, and near
it generally stood a sort of bamboo horse or stand, on which were suspended a variety of
grotesque masques. The property-chest of the company occupied another side of the stage,
and constantly-did duty as a throne for the royal personages who figure so abundantly in
their plays.

Indeed kings, princes, princesses, and their ministers and courtiers, are the usual dramatic
chavacters. As to the plot, we usually found it very difficult to obtain the slightest idea
of it. A young prince was almost always there as the hero, and he as constantly had a
clownish servant, a sort of Shaksperian Lance, half fool, half wit, who did the * comic
business” with immense success among the native audience, as their rattling and unanimous
peals of laughter proved. It was in this character only that anything to be called acting
was to be seen, and that was often highly humorous, and appreciable even without under-
standing the dialogue. Then there was always a princess whom the prince was in love
with. The interminable prolixity of dialogue was beyond all conception and endurance.
What came of it all, we could not tell. T doubt if any one could; for with the usual rate
at which the action advances it must have taken several weeks to arrive at a denouement.

Much of the dialogue was always in singing, and in those parts the attitudes, action,
and sustained wailings, had a savour of the Italian opera which was intensely comical at
first. Dancing by both the male and female characters was often interspersed, or combined
with the action. The female characters in the towns more remote from the capital were
often personated by boys, but so naturally that we were indisposed at first to credit it.}

* Mr. Crawfurd mentions in his mission to Siam, that a Siamese play founded on the Ramayana took
three weeks to act !

We are less patient than our ancestors. When Sir David Lyndsay’s Satire of the Three Estates was
recited at Edinburgh in the days of King James V., the audience listened with enjoyment from nine A.M.
till six in the evening.

+ This is also common in the somewhat similar dances of the Javanese (Raffles, ii. 242), and is the
universal practice on the Chinese stage ; as it was in the days of the Roman republic, and of the early
English theatre.
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The puppet plays seem to be even more popular among the Burmese than the
live drama. For these little performers an elevated stage of bamboos and mats is
provided, gemerally some thirty feet long. This affords room for a transfer of the
scene of action, and very commonly one end of the stage was furnished with a throne
to represent the court, whilst the other had two or three little branches to represent
the forest.

The style of play acted by these marionnettes seemed to us very similar to that of the
Jarge actors, and was equally prolix in its dialogue and operatic episodes. But I fancied
that more often in the former there was a tendency to the supernatural; to the introduction
of enchanted princesses, dragons, nafs;* and flying chariots, probably from the greater
facility of producing the necessary effects on the small scale. Some of the puppet plays too
were “mysteries” founded on the history of Gautama, which possibly it would not have
been admissible for living actors to perform.f

The puppets are from ten to fifteen inches high and are rather skilfully manipulated.
Not seldom however they got entangled, and then the large brown arm of the Deus ez
machiné was seen descending from the dramatic welkin to solve the nodus. Or a pair of
huge legs striding across the stage, with a view to the adjustment of the foot-lights
perfectly realized Gulliver in Lilliput.

Tt has sometimes been said that in a Burmese play you will never hear an indecent
word or see an indecent action. As to words I cannot speak; that indecent action was
comparatively rare, in our experience of the dramatic representations which were so
abundantly forced on us in our journey up the river, and in the first days of our residence
at the capital, may be admitted; that it would have been prevented from becoming
frequent may be supposed. But it did occur, and seemed to be to the taste of the native
audience. On this subject, I may quote from the MS. Journal of Mr. Oldham, who had
travelled for some months in the Tenasserim provinces, and had a much larger experience
in the Burmese drama than I had.

«T have now seen a good many of their pués,;} and independently altogether of the
absolute impossibility, as it appears to me, of imagining a people in their present state
of civilization, and with the loose notions of marriage that they have, not having such
things as some of the lax enjoyments in which they revel in private life represented
on the stage, I can speak from actual experience and say that it could scarcely be
possible to imagine anything more abominable than some of their conceptions and
representations without altering the conditions from those of scenic representation to
actual life.”

Major Phayre, a very high authority it must be admitted, strongly protests against
the view here expressed. e observes, in a note with which he has favoured me, as

* Sprites, corresponding to the Hindu dewas, whose place they take in the Burman Buddhist system.
They are supposed to have been the objects of Burman worship in pre-Buddhistic times.

+ A partial translation of a Burmese play, kindly furnished to me by Major Phayre, will be found in
the Appendix.

1 Plays.
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follows : —¢¢ These remarks, if supposed to be true of the Burmese national character, or
of their real and constant drama, require a strong corrective. I have now seen a good
many Burmese plays, and I declare, as a man of honour, that I never saw anything
approaching to indecency, except when there was a sprinkling of Europeans. And I have
not the slightest doubt but that the indecent actions I allude to were supposed to be con-
formable to the tastes of their civilized visitors. I have been at numbers of these enter-
tainments where I was the only European, and then never saw anything of the kind. I
have witnessed broad and coarse scenes certainly, and heard indelicate allusions, but most
certainly not worse than I have seen in booths at English fairs, roared at by a rude
audience. In one of the plays we were present at something rather broad was exhibited,
(out of compliment to our tastes!), and what was the remark of the Woondouk to me?
¢ You will not see anything of that kind at the capital. Here it passes among rude people.
How could one sit at a play with one’s wife and daughter, were anything improper
exhibited ?’

“ What I object to is Oldham’s remark being supposed a true one with reference to
Burmese taste and practice. As you say, ‘It scemed to be to the taste of the audience.’
Take indiscriminately any company of English folks, put them in a theatre, and let such a
scene as we witnessed be exhibited. There would be a loud shout at once.”

Now for the other side. Mr. Oldham, having seen the question mooted elsewhere, sent
me another note in which he clearly established, from what he himself witnessed in a per-
formance at Maulmain by a party of actors from Rangoon, the fact that things for which
indecency would be far too mild a name were there exhibited, not as extemporised inter-
ludes, but as part and parcel of the substantive plot of the play, and that they were so
was confirmed by his having the opportunity of examining with a competent interpreter the
text of two of the pieces, in which the whole was laid down, with stage directions of the
grossest character, and with graphic illustrations of the most filthy kind, needing no
interpreter. In this case I think Major Phayre cannot build much on the circum-
stance that the representation took place in a British dependency. These things are
brought forward as facts, not as subjects for futile comparisons. We are in no position
to throw stones in this matter, and need not go back to Wycherley and Mrs. Behn
for stage immoralities.

The true reconciliation of the controversy no doubt lies in the fact that there is a high
and a low in the Burmese drama. It does not follow from Mr. Oldham’s evidence that
His Majesty the « Great King of Justice” with his courtiers would tolerate the ribaldry

which delights Maulmain.

14th August.—We started about 6} A.w, and reached our halting-place at Ye-nan-
gyoung at 2} p.y.

We hugged the eastern bank for the greater part of the distance. This, from the
Mya-tha-lwon Pagoda about Magwé, became very bold, consisting of a succession of sand-
stone and clay cliffs, cut by the rain into a quasi-stalactitic form. The country behind
appears to be of a rolling character with brushwood, sparse trees, some good herbage, and
occasional fields divided by dry thorn-hedges, which had in the distance a home-like
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appearance. Clumps of wood nestled in the ravines which at frequent intervals ran down
through the cliffs to the shore. The character of these ravines and the heights between
them, strongly reminded me of the rugged country on the Jumna below Agra. Occa-
sionally there were wider openings discharging water-courses of some breadth, now showing
wide sandy beds. In the first part of the voyage many of the nooks contained villages,
each with its two or three noble trees, and its grove of palms; palmyra, talipat, or cocoa-~
nut.  Much fossil wood was visible on the beach at the foot of the sandstone cliffs, some-
times in pieces of four or five feet long.

The aspect of Ye-nan-gyoung (Fetid-water-rivulet, from the petroleum which is so
called in Burmese) was striking and fantastic, like what one imagines a Chinese town.
This aspect is derived from the numerous pagodas and many-roofed sacred buildings which
crown the eminences, in the hollows between which the houses of the town are scattered.
Immediately below these eminences is the river from which the town is named, dry at
present as regards internal supply, but filled, to some distance, from the Irawadi, and
serving as a boat harbour. Here the war-boats and barges of the deputation were moored,
and on the flat of the sandy channel the theatre and reception-room was erected. A little
space of alluvial level bordered the channel, and was closely occupied by very noble mango
and tamarind trees interspersed with palms, and shading numerous cottages. They formed
a refreshing contrast to the aridity of the heights all round.

The town proclaims the nature of its staple to nose and eyes. You smell the coal-tarry
odour of petroleum everywhere; piles of earthen pots, used to hold it, line the beach, and
the outskirts of the town abound in potters’ kilns.

In wandering over the heights that surround the town, all, as far as the eye could reach
on this side the river, seemed of similar barren character; the soil, sandy and stony with
very scanty herbage, scarcely enough to redeem the surface from the title of absolute
desert, with occasional scraggy bushes or grim euphorbias.  Trees with substantial foliage
were only seen in the bottoms, but even there no water was visible, or anything to indicate
the season of the monsoon. Fossil wood abounded everywhere, and round a ruined temple
on a hill-top were posts of that substance, as seen at Magwé.

15th August.—We started early to visit the earth-oil wells, or mines as they might be
called. A cafila of ponies was brought for our selection. The ponies were well enough,
but not so their equipment. The saddle is not a bad one ; somewhat of the English shape,
covered with cloth, and having a large hump on the pummel; but the stirrups are very
small, being intended in fact to be gript with the big toe only of a naked foot, and are
merely tied to the two ends of a piece of rope which is twisted into the girth on the seat of
the saddle.

Our road wound about among the ravines and up the steep sides of the rotten sandstone
hills, till, about three miles from the town, we came upon the plateau on which the principal
wells are situated. It is an irregular table with a gently rising surface, forming a sort of
peninsula among the ravines.

The wells are frequent along its upper surface, and on the sides and spurs of the ravines
which bound it on the north and south-east. They are said to be about a hundred in
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number, but of these some are exhausted or not worked. The depth of the wells appeared
to vary in tolerable proportion with the height of the well-mouth above the river level, but
an inspection of the lowest, situated near the bottoms of the ravines, enabled us to ascertain
that all were sunk a good deal below the level of the ravine bottoms which bounded the
plateau. Those that we measured (by pacing the length of the rope used) on the top of the
plateau were 180 feet, 190 feet, and 270 feet, in depth to the oil. One was said to be twenty
cubits deeper than this last, which would give a depth of about 306 feet.*

As far as we could judge, the area within which these wells stand, does not exceed half
a square mile. The wells are in some places pretty close together; less, that is to say,
than a hundred feet apart. They are all exactly alike in appearance; rectangular orifices
about four and a half feet by three and a half, and lined with horizontal timbers the
whole way down. The oil appears to be found in a stratum of impure lignite, with
a good deal of sulphur, In one of the valleys we saw a stratum of this out-cropping,
with the oil oozing between the lamine. Doubtless, it was in this way originally
discovered; some Burman, with a large inductive faculty, having been led to sink a
shaft from above.

A rude windlass mounted on the trunk of a tree, laid across two forked stems, is all
the machinery used. An earthen pot is let down and filled, and then a man or woman
walks down the slope of the hill with
the rope. There is another group of oil-
wells in a valley about a mile to the
southward.

The petroleum from these pits is very
generally used as a lamp-oil all over
Burma. It is also used largely on the
woodwork and planking of houses, as a

preservative from insects, and for several
minor purposes, as a liniment, and even
as a medicine taken internally. The
Chinese Geography, translated in Thévenot’s Voyages Curieuz, says that it is a
sovereign remedy for the itch, which its sulphurous affinities render highly probable.
There is now a considerable export of the article from Rangoon to England, and one of
the Rangoon houses had a Furopean agent residing on the spot.  The demand in
England is, I believe, for use to some extent as a lubricating oil, but it is also employed
by Price’s Company at Lambeth in the manufacture of patent candles, and has been
found to yield several valuable products. It has sold in the London market at from
40l to 45l a ton.

The oil itself looks like thin treacle of a greenish colour, and the smell is not unpleasant
in the open air, and in moderate strength.

Fig. 12.

¥ The cubit was sh own by one of the work-people as his natural cubit (elbow to finger-tips), plus a
hand-breadth ; which would be about twenty inches.
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The northern group of wells contains, as well as could be learned, about eighty wells
now yielding oil. The southern group contains about fifty, which yield an inferior kind of
oil mixed with water. At either place there are many exhausted wells. Each group
occupies a space of about half a square mile or somewhat less.*

There appears to be no record or tradition as to the original discovery of the petroleum,
or as to the lapse of time since it was first worked. The wells are private property, the
ground they occupy being owned by twenty-three families, inhabitants of Yenan-gyoung, and
the representatives, it is believed, of those who first discovered and worked the petroleum.
Among these is the hereditary Myo-thoo-gyeet of the place, who holds at present the office
of Myit-tsin-woon, or chief magistrate of the great river. They do not allow any stranger
to dig a well; and although a respectable owner stated that they had no written grant or
confirmation of their exclusive privilege, yet it is upheld by the local Burmese authorities,
and apparently they have sufficient influence to prevent any wells being dug by interlopers
in the vicinity of their groups or clusters of wells. But independently of the influence they
thus exert to prevent any interference with their privileges and profits, the great expense
in the present dearth of capital, and the uncertainty of return, prevents any ome trying
seriously to compete with them. The twenty-three proprietors constitute a kind of cor-
porate body, as regards their joint interests in the land, but possess individual property in
their own wells. When once a well has been dug, no one else is allowed to dig within
thirty cubits of it. No proprietor is allowed to sell or mortgage his well to any one not a
proprietor. They mortgage them among themselves. Formerly they intermarried among
themselves only; but latterly, an old and respectable proprietor informed Major Phayre,
this custom had been broken through by the ¢ young people.”

The cost of digging a well 150 cubits deep was said to be 1500 or 2000 tikals,} some-
times even more; and after all, the money might be thrown away, as a well dug within a
few yards of others yielding a good supply often proves a failure. The work of excavation
becomes dangerous as the oily stratum is approached, and frequently the diggers become
senseless from the exhalations. This also happens occasionally in wells that have been long
worked. < If a man is brought up to the surface with his tongue hanging out,” said one of
our informants, it is a hopeless case. If his tongue is not hanging out, he can be brought

round by hand-rubbing and kneading his body all over.”§

* Mr. Crawfurd speaks of the pits as being spread over a space of sixteen square miles, which I do
not understand. We could, by repeated inquiry, hear of no other groups of wells than the two mentioned
in the text.

t Thoo-gyee (“ great man”) is the head-man of a small circle of villages. Mo is properly a fortified
place, and hence a city or chief town of a district. The Myo-thoo-gyee is the Mayor or town magistrate,
and may be the deputy of the yo-Woon, who is the governor or Lord Lieutenant of the district ; the
Myo-tsa is the “ Eater,” a prince, princess, or court official, to whom the revenues of the district have
been assigned as an appanage. Myo-ok is a subordinate town-magistrate, under the Myo-thoo-gyee.

1 The tikal averages in value somewhat more than one rupee and a quarter, or 2s. 6d.

§ Captain Macleod, who saw the people engaged in sinking a well, which had reached a depth of
125 cubits, says that each successive workman remained below only from fourteen to twenty-eight

seconds, and appeared much exhausted on coming to the surface. (IS, Journal, 1838. In Foreign
Office, Calcutta.)
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The yield of the wells varies greatly. Some afford no more than five or six viss,*
whilst others give 700, 1000, and even, it is said, 1500 daily. From all that we could
learn, the average yield of the wells in the northern group might be assumed to be about
220 viss, and that of those in the southern group to be 40 viss. Generally the supply
from a well deteriorates the longer it is worked. And if it be allowed to lie fallow for a
time, it is said that the yield is found to be diminished on the recommencement of work.

The oil is described by the people as gushing like a fountain from openings in the
earth. It accumulates in the well during the afternoon and night, and is drawn off in the
morning. The proprietors have the oil conveyed to the river side in carts loaded with
earthen pots containing ten viss each. Purchasers generally buy at the river side.

The ordinary price of the article used to be one tikal the hundred viss, or about sixteen
shillings a ton.  Lately, in consequence of the demand from Rangoon, it has risen to about
thirty-five shillings a ton.

As to the amount of revenue derived by the king from the petroleum we found it
difficult to get definite information. One intelligent proprietor, who was myo-ok of the
town, stated, that out of 27,000 viss, which formed the whole monthly yield of his wells,
9000 went in payment to the work-people, 1000 to the king, and 1000 to the lord of the
district.

It is an object of some interest to endeavour to ascertain the approximate amount of
petroleum yielded by these wells. There was not time to make very minute inquiries on
this head, not to mention that questioning closely every proprietor might have given
umbrage to the Burmese officers, and excited their jealousy. From the information
derived, however, from the proprietors who came to the Envoy, and from general inquiries
by other members of the Mission, it appears that there are in the northern group of wells
about eighty yielding oil. This would give, at the daily average of 220 viss from each
well, an annual amount of 6,424,000 viss drawn from the northern group.

The fifty wells of the southern group are assumed to yield on the average forty viss
each daily. Their yield, therefore, annually would be 730,000 viss, making a total
quantity of 7,154,000 viss annually, equal to about 11,690 tons. This is very nearly
what the Myo-ok stated the produce to be, and it was, in all probability, about the truth.
The Myo-ok was a man of intelligence, had the means, from his official position, of knowing
the amount produced, and was candid and consistent in his statements, with no apparent
reserve whatsoever.

Mr. Crawfurd, in the Journal of his Embassy, deduced from the number of boats
employed in taking away the petroleum, that the quantity exported was 17,568,000 viss.
He estimates the number of wells at 200, and the average daily yield at 235 viss each.
Perhaps the wells give now a less return than formerly; but certainly the produce cannot
now be anything like what Crawfurd estimated. To carry away from the wells seventeen
and a half millions of viss a-year, at the average ascertained cart-load of 120 viss, would
require about 400 carts a-day. As far as could be learned, the carts scarcely ever make

* The viss is equal to 3:65161bs. avoirdupois.
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more than one trip in the day from the village of Yenan-gyoung to the wells, and 160
to 170 appeared to be about the number employed.*

In the evening I walked with the Envoy to the northward of the town. We had a
delightful breeze along the arid heights. In fact, the climate is singularly fine for the
month of August in any tropical or Indian region. Except during the very midday power
of the sun, there has been no heat worth mentioning since our voyage commenced, and
lately the nights have been perfectly cool.

We walked on a gravelly path up and down the low hills to a snug little valley opening
only on the river, and containing a small village, with a monastery and its pagoda. The
schoolboys from the monastery getting about us, an old poongyi came out to the zayaitf
as if desiring an interview. The monks never address any one first, but seem generally
glad to have a little conversation. Major Phayre remarks that they are the only class in
Pegu whom he can treat with familiarity, as they never can be claimants for office of
any kind. :

The old poongyit was invited to come and see the steamers. But he looked sus-
piciously at a « Penang lawyer” carried by one of the party, and suggested that he might
get beaten. :

The people seem to connect the power of speaking Burmese with the practice of their
worship, and almost invariably ask the Envoy, “ Do you worship the pagodas?” His
addressing this old poongyi by the term of respect applied to the priestly class attracted
the attention of a grinning black-toothed looker-on, who said, rather impertinently,
¢« What ! do you worship the poongyi? Then, why didn’t you make the proper obeisance
to him?” ¢ This is not a worship day,” said the Envoy ; a reply which raised a loud laugh.

On our way back we spoke of the religion of the Burmese. They utterly, in theory
at least, deny an intelligent and Eternal Creator, and yet they distinctly recognise and
apprehend future punishment of sin, or rather of the violation of the Buddha’s command-
ments. This punishment, they argue, is worked by the powers of nature in necessary
sequence of transgression, ““just as you eat sour fruit and a bowel-complaint ensues,”§

# Very various estimates have been formed of the productiveness of these wells. Captain Cox in
1796 calculated the annual product at 56,940,000 viss, but he was undoubtedly misled both as to the
number of wells in work and as to their average productiveness. Crawfurd’s estimate is noticad in the
text. Captain Macleod in his MS. journal makes the quantity only 1,405,440 viss. He takes the
number of wells at 160, but assumes the average productiveness as only 36 viss, which is undoubtedly
far too low. Further remarks on the oil-wells will be found in Mr. Oldham’s paper.

+ A zaydt is a public shed or portico for the accommodation of travellers, loungers, and worshippers,
found in every village, and attached to many pagodas. It corresponds, I apprehend, to the dharmsdla of

northern, and the choulér? of southern India.

t Poon-gyt, “ Great glory,” is a name by which the members of the monastic rule of Buddhism are
commonly known in Burma.

§ “Mind precedes action. The motiveis chief. Ifanyone speak or act from a corrupt mind, suffering
will follow the action, as the wheel follows the lifted foot of the ox.

« Mind precedes action. The motive is chief ; actions proceed from mind. If any one speak or act
with a pure intention, enjoyment will follow the action, as the shadow attends the substance.” (From
Damma Padan, or the Footsteps of Buddha, quoted in Hardy’s Zastern Monachism, p. 28.)
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without the interposition of any intelligent Ordainer or Judge. In old persons, the appre-
hension of punishment is often very lively. An elderly man, of great learning after the
Burmese manner, who used to converse much with Major Phayre, and to scoff at the idea
of an Eternal God as an absurdity, in coming to visit him at dinner-time declined to eat
meat. “ Why,” said Major Phayre, “you used to eat ducks and fowls readily enough.”
“Yes,” he answered, “ but I am growing old now, and I fear hell.”*

Another anecdote the Envoy related, of a man who had been giving evidence
before a court at Maulmain, and in returning home across the Salween was dragged
out of his canoe by one of the alligators which swarm in that river.f The people
asserted at once that he had perjured himself, and that this was Nature’s punishment
of the act.

In the evening we had to visit the play, which had been going on with little intermission
since our arrival. The theatre on this occasion was entirely covered in, which made the
heat and petroleum smoke very oppressive. The scene commenced (as it often does) with
a chorus of Woongyis chaunting the duties of ministers of state, and dancing round the
while in a manner worthy of Sir Christopher Hatton, but “ high and disposedly” like Sir
Christopher’s mistress.

They wore long surcoats of white muslin over their dresses (the usual half-dress of
gentlemen at the court), and very prim and meagre Burmese turbans; quaint and comic
their effect was altogether, though by no means so intended. Four ladies followed who
figured both as dancers and singers. The narrow trailing Burmese dress necessarily
confines the poetry of motion to artful swayings of the body ; or to a sort of pirouetting or
winding on both feet, followed by unwinding again, with much quaint angular action of
the arms and head. These damsels, as they danced, were attended by a clown, whose
chief jocularity consisted in imitating and ridiculing the action of the principal dancer, and
in suddenly putting himself in her way when she rapidly unwound again from one of her

* Yet Gautama did not forbid flesh, and himself died of eating the hospitable pork of Chundo the
goldsmith. “Those who take life are in fault, but not the persons who eat the flesh ; my priests have
permission to eat whatever food it is customary to eat in any place or country.”—Hardy's Man. of Bud.
p. 327.

t In the “Book of the Oath,” which a Burmese witness places on his head in swearing, one of the
numerous and tremendous imprecations on the perjurer which it contains is, “ All such as do not speak
truth . . . if they travel by water, whether in ships or in boats, may they sink, or may they be bitten
and devoured by crocodiles.” (Sangermano’s Burmese Empire, p. 69.)

Of the alligators in the Tenasserim rivers, Mr. Mason says: “They often carry off the natives; and
a single animal, emboldened by his successes, will usurp dominion over a particular portion of a river,
where he becomes the terror of every boat’s crew that passes. The steersman occupies the most dan-
gerous position ; for the crocodile’s mode of attack is to glide up silently to the bow or stern of a boat,
then turn suddenly, when with one stroke of his powerful tail close to the top of the boat, he sweeps
into the water whoever is within its reach, and the stunned victim becomes an easy prey. (Natural
Productions of Burma, p. 336.) ,

“ Another friend of mine,” writes Major Phayre, “was carried off by an alligator from his boat in the
Salween, and, strange to say, about a week before he had shown me tied up in his goung-boung (turban
or fillet) some nodules of iron pyrites as a charm against alligators!”
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pirouettes. On such occasions she usually gave him a ladylike slap on the face with
her fan.*

[- The whole of the way from the vessels to the theatre, with the surrounding dry channel
of the river, was profusely illuminated by blazing cressets of earth-oil.

Having heard that it was often the practice to load the oil in bulk, I went in the evening
to see some boats that were taking in cargo. One large boat of the kind described above
under the name of Pein-go, I found actually so loaded. The boat was left empty amidships,
to facilitate the baling of the water, which, as heavier than the oil, collected in this, the
lowest part of the hull. Forward and aft of this, partitions formed two large cisterns, in
which the oil was deposited. This boat carried, we were told, 10,000 viss of oil, or about
fifteen tons; a great deal more, the master said, than he could have stowed in earthen pots.
The crew consisted of eight men, paid at the rate of six tikals per month. The hire of
such a boat to Rangoon would be 100 tikals. /)

17th August—The river has risen three and a half feet during our stay at the oil-wells,
and is still rising.

We started at seven, and, as before, continued to hug the eastern shore, which at first
was still of much the same character, presenting bold sandstone cliffs cut up by ravines,
occasionally a stream, with a snug village at its mouth, and farther inland a rolling table
country, with here and there a prominent point, spotted with trees and bushes, which are
thicker and greener in the hollows.

About nine, we halted for an hour to visit some ancient-looking ruined temples near
the village of Tantabeng, and I landed in company with Mr. Oldham and the two artists.
An account of these ruins will be given in connexion with the Pagin remains.

Through an accident to a boiler we made little way, and at last anchored under a low
island on the west side, a little below Sem-phyo-gyoon, and just opposite Kyoonyo on the
same side, a considérable village with numerous monasteries, &c. Pakhan-glé was visible
a few miles up on the other bank.

18¢h August.—In the morning we moved up opposite Sem-phyo-gyoon, where, on an
alluvial island, a theatre had been erected, and a large assemblage gathered to meet us.

The lofty isolated hill of Paopa was distinctly visible far to the eastward, showing here
a double hummock top. It must be 3000 feet high at least, allowing for the probable
distance.

In the afternoon the repairs were completed, and we sailed a few miles up to Silléh-myo.
The river is here very wide and full of islands, so that it was difficult to find the best
channel. We had for some time only one fathom, and for a few minutes, in one place, our
flat got aground. The river seems notwithstanding to be still rising, and brings down

numerous trunks of trees, &ec.

* So Raffles says of similar Javanese performances. *“It is not unusual for the performances of the
rong-gengs [dancing-girls] to be varied by the action of a fool or buffoon. Mimiery is a favourite amuse-
ment, and besides imitating in a ludicrous manner the action of the rong-gengs, there are not wanting
performers of this description, who occasionally direct their wit against all classes of society, and evince
a considerable degree of low humour.” (ii, 344.)

B
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Below Pakhan-glé, a large and thriving-looking place, the aspect of the eastern shore
had changed. We had lost the bluffs of sandstone, and had a stretch of more gently
swelling country with somewhat more of wood, and fallow fields enclosed in dry thorn-
hedges. Above Pakhan-glé the character of the river was more Gangetic; the banks of
clay without visible rock ; the churs* and islands abounding in madar and acacia.

At Silléh-myo we had to land in the dark to see the play ; the second with which we
had been favoured to-day. The place belongs to the Ein-she-men,f or heir-apparent, and
the Envoy was particularly desirous to give no ground for offence.

Of the play the less said the better; it was the first indecent exhibition that had been
thrust on us. The Governor had no upper clothing on, and was boorish in looks and
manners.

19th August.—Probably some one of the deputation had admonished the Governor, for
he came to the Envoy in the morning well dressed and improved in behaviour, bringing
his wife, a pleasing well-mannered woman, with her children.

The main part of the town has lately been enclosed in a bamboo fence. Behind it are
numerous religious buildings of different classes. One pagoda, with an octagonal base, had
inscribed over the arched doorways the names of the days of the week, or rather of the
planets, the eighth being Raht, the Astir or Titan whose assault on the moon causes eclipse,
or the invisible planet, as he is sometimes represented to be; the personified node, in fact.
These names were arranged in a peculiar order, according to that in which the planets are
said to be ranged round the cosmical mountain Myen-mo (Meru of the Hindoos).

Under a long shed were several curious groups of figures. One seemed to represent
Gautama ill ; the other represented him dead, surrounded by nine wailing disciples. These
were all gilt except one— Ananda, his favourite disciple, as we were told —because he
alone of the disciples was not in the priestly order at the master’s death.f Other loose
figures were grouped together on the floor with a bamboo frame on their shoulders, pro-
bably intended when complete to represent Gautama on his bier.

Some brick temples, of ancient appearance, had been originally painted with patterns in
the interior. ~White-wash had been applied over the painting, and on this white-wash in
one place was an inscription, in charcoal, dated 287 years ago. Even this at first sight
seemed a great age for buildings of indifferent brick. But the climate is evidently a very
dry one and favourable to their preservation. An adjoining pagoda, stated to have been
built five years ago, looked quite fresh and white. In Bengal or Pegu it would have been
stained all over and injured by damp. Two or three miles below the town was a large

* The shifting alluvial deposits of a great river are so called in Bengal.

T Lin-she-men, Lord of the eastern house, is the peculiar appellation of the declared heir to the
Burmese throne. The King’s brother, who holds this position, was believed to be unfavourably disposed
to the English.

I This is, I find, not quite correct. Ananda, the cousin and favourite disciple of Gautama, was a
thero (Presbyter) or bhikshu (mendicant), but did not attain the sanctity of the Rakat-hood, or qualifica-
tion for final emancipation without further birth, till the Synod held at Rajagriha in Magadha soon after
the death of the Buddha. (See Turnour's Ezam. of the Buddhistical Annals; Jowrnal of the Asiat.
Soe. Bengal, Vol. vi. pp. 516-18.)
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collection of ruined temples similar to those at Tantabeng. They bear the name of Shen-
byeng-sa-gyo (* where the king’s bones were met”) from a tradition that the body of a
king, who had died at a distance from the capital, was met here by the courtiers from
Pagin and received the funeral rites.

Silléh used to be celebrated for its silk-weaving, but we observed no symptom of this
trade now existing. There were many shops for lacquered ware, and some specimens were
of a superior kind.

Dr. Forsyth mentioned boiled frogs among other articles of food that he had seen in the
bazar.

We left Silléh about nine o’clock and went up to Seeng-goo, which we reached before
one o'clock. In the present strength of stream, the war-boats which attend us find it
difficult to keep up for longer distances. We passed on the left Zeik-phyo ( White stairs”),
where a large gilt pagoda rose amid an extensive grove of palms. Behind, numerous small
temples dotted the spurs of a low and barren range of hills, which here interrupted the
alluvial plain‘that commenced at Memboo.

One of the tributary channels enters the Irawadi just below Seeng-goo. These chan-
nels are curious, being so very wide as apparently to require a very sudden discharge to
fill them, whilst there is no Ailly source, the general cause of that condition, visible.

Beyond this channel, in the clayey strata of the ravines, Mr. Oldham found numerous
fossil shells, sharks’ teeth, crabs’ claws, &c. Fossil wood is still excessively abundant, both
on the surface loose, and in chips or masses embedded in the hard breccia which occurs
along the banks of both the Irawadi and the tributary channel.

20th August.— The country behind Seeng-goo is formed in long gentle slopes or rolls,
and a great deal of it is fenced, as if in habitual cultivation. The deficiency of rain, which
has now continued for six or seven years, appears to have thrown this out of tillage. With
verdure and crops filling in these hedge-rows this country would be beautiful, but now it
was very barren. The bottoms below us all bore old marks of the plough, and of having
been dammed across as rice-grounds, but there was no sign of recent culture.

Some fifteen miles northward, and a few miles distant from the river, ran a considerable
but isolated range of serrated hills, rising probably to a height of 700 and 1000 feet, and
a few of them crowned with white pagodas. This range, called the Tharawadi Hills, lies
immediately eastward of Pagan. ~Across the river, and stretching far upwards, the same
hilly range seems to reappear, with the cant of the strata there facing the Irawadi, and
giving the hills an aspect of excessive barrenness. Farther down on the same side the
golden spire of Zeikphyo looked indescribably rich before the morning sun, gleaming from
among the palm-trees.

The remarkable Paopa-doung is a more and more conspicuous object as we advance,
The Burmese naturally look with some superstitious dread on this isolated mountain, which
they say it is impossible to ascend, and regard as the dwelling of myriads of Nats and
Bilus.*

* Bilts, defined by Judson as monsters which eat human flesh and possess certain superhuman powers,
are generally depicted as dark-coloured and tusked Calibans. They represent in the Buddhist myths the



28 JOURNAL OF THE MISSION

In advancing to Pagén, the river was excessively wide, extending sometimes to a
breadth of four miles, with many islands. The east bank is very beautiful, never rising
more than forty feet, but constantly dipping into hollows brimful of noble trees, and
nestling villages with groups of palms. Some of the cotton-trees and ficuses were of
incomparable beauty and magnitude. The other shore consists, all along, of the barren
hills mentioned above, but the isles at their base are green and woody.

At last the pagodas of Pagan began to appear in the distance. One great bell-shaped
mass, with the upper spire ruined or wanting, and in bulk approaching, as it seemed to us,
the Shwé Dagon,* led the way; Tsetna-phya by name. Others followed fast, of all quaint
shapes, the dark ancient temple with its square base and quadrangular mitre-like spire ;
the many-storied pyramid, borrowed from the structure of the timber idol houses, and other
novel forms white and black, mingled with fine forest trees or humbler jungle. Then
villages are interspersed ; the Owhyhee scene recommences; war-boats, golden umbrellas,
shouting oarsmen, dancing demons gesticulating wildly on the narrow canoes, and deafening
music, bring on board the Governor of Pagan and Myit-sing-woon, “a kind of high sheriff
of the Irawadi.”t Temples become more and more frequent, old trees vaster and more
numerous, cottages and population more abundant, till we moor at the modern town of
Pagan, close to a theatre as usual.

The retinue of the Myit-sing-woon was the largest and best we had yet met with.
In his own boat were fifty men armed with dhas, or swords, and twenty of them with
fowling-pieces, rifles, &c. of all sizes and bores, but all of them double-barrelled. Many
of the boats had arm-racks running along the centre line. In some the crew were
dressed uniformly. There were in all about twenty boats with average crews of thirty
men each.

As we drew near the town a body of two hundred horsemen were seen drawn up
on the shore. They were mounted on the small country ponies, and many of these were
followed by their young foals. ; ‘

Rikshasas of the Hindoos. According to a Buddhist legend (Mason’s Nat. Prod. of Burma, ii. 427) Gau-
tama, when he attempted to land at Martaban, was stoned by the Néits and Biltis, who then inhabited that
country, as well as Tavoy and Mergui. May there not be here some dim tradition of an alien and savage
race of aborigines, akin perhaps to the quasi-negroes of the Andamans, who have become the Bilts, or
Ogres, of Burman legend, just as our Ogres took their name probably from the Ugrians of north-eastern
Europe. Considering that these negroes, or the somewhat similar Papuan races, are found (like the links
of a broken chain) in the Andamans, in the spinal mountains of the Malacca Peninsula, in the Philippine
Islands, in Sumatra, Borneo and New Guinea, &c., it seems not improbable that kindred tribes may have
been spread over the Indo-Chinese coasts at a remote period. The description of the Andaman negroes
by the Mohammedan travellers of the ninth century, as quoted by Prichard, would answer very well for a
Burman Bila : “The people eat human flesh quite raw ; their complexion is black, their hair frizzled,
their countenance and eyes frightful ; their feet are very large and almost a cubit in length, and they go
quite naked.”

Something of the comic, however, seems to attach to the Bilt (as in medizeval stories to the Devil),
if one may judge from the way in which he is commonly represented, as engaged in some humorous
mischief.

* The great temple of Rangoon. T Mr. Oldham’s journal.
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Soon after our arrival a new kind of spectacle took place at the theatre. Some two-
and-forty damsels from the adjoining
villages (not professional performers)
came down in procession and went
through a sort of choral song before
us, reciting, as we were ‘told, the
praises and glories of their king.
As long as they chanted together,
there was something new and pleasing
in the effect, but after a while the
voices dropt off one by one, whilst
one and then another took up a mono-
tonous strain in solo or duet. Then
the thing fell back into the old intoler-
able tedium.

The place where we were an-
chored was singularly picturesque.
Close below us a temple rose from
the river bank, small, but of most
original shape, like a great pumpkin,
with the thick end uppermost, and
a simple spire rising from the top.

This stands on a terrace of white
chunam, encompassed down to the
water with a succession of concentric
sloping walls, and parapets crowned
with trefoils. Behind “was a small
carved and gilded wooden image-
shrine, and then a brick ¢thein with
a pyramidal many-storied spire; the
latter new, and executed with accu-

racy and richness of ornament, unusual
in modern Burmese brick-work. The whole, as seen from the river, might pass for a
scene in another planet, so fantastic and unearthly was the architecture.



CHAPTER II.
THE REMAINS AT PAGAN.

Ancient History of Burma—Tagoung and Prome, the Seats of Empire—Foundation of Pagin—Two
Cities so called—Upper Pagin— Lower Pagin—Its Capture by the Chinese— Former Notices of
the Pagén Remains— Various types of Pagodas— Ruins at Tantabeng, and usual type at Pagin—The
Ananda— Traditional History— Etymology of Name—Monasteries adjoining the Temple— Mural
Paintings —Why Burmese use a round Character— Complexion of the Burmans— Description of the
Ananda—Images of the Four Buddhas, and effective mode of Lighting—Impressive Character of
Building—Material of the Pagin Temples— Barbarous Inferiority of Repairs— The Thapinyw Temple
— Gaudapalen— Bauddhi— Architectural Elements of the Temples—Notion of a European hand in
the Design—Mouldings, &c.— Analogies illustrating true Origin of the Architecture—Temple of
Dhamayangyee—Tlat Brick Arch—The Sudha Munee— Enamelled Tiles—The Shwé Koo—Trian-
gular Arch—Hindoo Sculptures— Incrustation of Pagodas— Colossal Image—Cromlech—Drawings
from Measurements of Temples— Burmese Wall Scribblings—Memorandum on Hindoo Images in a
Temple at Pagdn.

Tue Burmese monarchs derive their stem from the Sakya kings of Kapilavastu, the sacred
race from which Gautama sprang. One of them, Abhi-Raja by name, is said to have
migrated with his troops and followers into the valley of the Irawadi, and there to
have established his sovereignty at the city of Tagoung: a legend manifestly of equal
value and like invention to that which deduced the Romans from the migration of the
pious ZEneas, the ancient Britons from Brut the Trojan, and the Gael from Scota
daughter of Pharaoh.*

But that Tagoung was the early capital of the Burmans appears to be admitted ; and
it is probable, supposing the valley of the Irawadi to have been settled from the north.
There, they relate (as is told also of Anuradhapoora in Ceylon), a city, or a succession of
cities, had existed even during the times of each of the three Buddhas who preceded
Gautama. The last foundation of Tagoung took place, according to story, in the days of
Gautama himself, and this city was the seat of seventeen successive kings.

From Tagoung, a wild legend carries the dynasty to Prome, where an empire under
the Pali name of Sare Khettara (Sri Kshetra) was established about 484 s.c. It does not

* I see, however, since the text was written, that Lassen accepts the traditions of the Indian origin
of the Burmese kings as genuine. (Zndische Alterthumskunde, ii. 1034.)
T Col. Burney, in Jour. As. Soc. Ben. vol. v. p. 157.
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appear from the authorities whether the kingdom of Tagoung is believed to have continued
contemporaneously with that of Prome.

There is no doubt that the frequent shifting of their capitals is characteristic of the
Indo-Chinese nations, and is connected with the facilities for migration presented by their
great navigable rivers, and by the unsubstantial nature of their dwellings. Still, one
cannot but have some suspicion that the desire to carry back to a remoter epoch the
existence of the empire as a great monarchy, has led to the representation of what was
really the history of various petty principalities, attaining probably an alternate prepon-
derance of dominion, as the history of one dymasty of monarchs in various successive
seats.

Pegu, it need not be said, was an independent kingdom, though several times sub-
jected for a longer or shorter period by the Burmans, previous to the last conquest by
Alompra, and twice at least in its turn subjecting Ava* Toungoo also appears
undoubtedly to have been a separate kingdom for a considerable period ; two of its kings,
or princes, in succession having conquered Pegu during the sixteenth century; and
Martaban was the seat of an independent prince for at least 140 years. Tavoy was
occasionally independent, though at other times subject alternately to Pegu and to Siam.
Aracan, bearing much the same relation to Burma that Norway did to Sweden, preserved
its independence till the end of the last century. But besides these, there are perhaps
indications of other principalities within the boundaries of Burma proper. Kings of
Prome are mentioned in the histories of the Portuguese adventurers. Ferdinand Mendez
Pinto speaks of several other kingdoms on the Irawadi; but he is, to be sure, a very bad
authority. Father Sangermano also, in his abstract of the Burmese chronicles, appears to
speak of contemporary kings of Myen-zain or Panya, Ta-goung and Sagain.f

Some of these instances may, however, originate only in the ambiguity of the Burmese
title Mex, which is applied equally to the King of England and to the Governor-General of
India, to the King of Burma and to all the high dignitaries and princes of his provinces.

The empire of Prome came to an end, it is said, through civil strife;i and one of the

* In the thirteenth century three generations of Burman kings reigned over Pegu. In 1554 or
thereabouts, the King of Pegu, who was a Burmese prince of Toungoo, conquered Ava and its empire as
far as Mogoung and the Shan state of Thein-nee. This was the acmé of Peguan prosperity, but even that
was under a Burmese sovereign. About 1613 the King of Ava became master of Pegu,and all the lower
provinces. So matters continued till the Peguan revolt of 1740 and the following years, which succeeded
not only in the expulsion of the Burmans ; but (1752) in the conquest of Ava. This brief ascendancy
was upset in the same year by the Hunter-Captain Alompra, whose dynasty still sits on the throne of
Ava, though Pegu has past into the hands of the Kalds.

t Description of the Burmese Empire, pp. 42, 43.

+ The following quaint legend is related by Sangermano. On the day of the last King's death, it
happened that a countryman’s cornsieve, or winnowing fan, was carried away by an impetuous wind. The
countryman gave chase, crying out: “Oh, my cornsieve ! oh, my cornsieve !” The citizens disturbed by
the clamour, and not knowing what had happened, began likewise to cry, “ Army of the Cornsieve !
Soldiers of the Cornsieve !” A great confusion consequently arose, and the citizens divided themselves
into three factions, which took up arms against one another, and were afterwards formed into three
nations, the Pyu, the Karan, and the Burmese. (The Pyu were probably the people in the neighbour-
hood of Prome ; Kéran, or Kanran the Aracanese. See Phayre in J. A. S. B. xiii. 29.)
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princes, in A.p. 107, flying to the north, established himself at Pagén, where, according to
the view taken by Crawfurd and Burney, as well as Sangermano, the Burmese monarchy
continued under a succession of fifty-two or fifty-five princes, to the end of the thirteenth
century.

But the authority quoted by Mr. Mason* (apparently an edition of the royal chronicle)
implies that the city founded, or re-founded in 107, was that of Upper Pagan, on the upper
Irawadi, closely adjoining Tagoung; and that the Pagén of which we now speak was not
founded till 847 or 849.

The site of Upper Pagn has been visited by Captain Hannay in 1835, and by the Rev.
Mr. Kincaid in 1837.

Captain Hannay says,t ¢ About a mile to the south of this (Tagoung) is a place called
Pagam myo, which is now a complete jungle, but covered with the remains of brick
buildings as far as the eye can reach, There are also the ruins of several large temples,
which have now more the appearance of earthen mounds than the remains of brick
buildings, and they are covered with jungle to the top.” The people on the spot told
Captain Hannay that the city was much more ancient than the other Pagan. And, indeed,
we heard this upper city spoken of as “ old Pagdn” when we were at the capital.

Some interesting discoveries in Burmese history and antiquities may yet be made
among the ruins of which Captain Hannay speaks.

Nine of the oldest temples at Pagdn are ascribed, according to Crawfurd, to King
Pyan-bya, circa 850. This coincides with the reign and date to which Mr. Mason’s
account assigns the foundation of the city.

Here, then, twenty-one kings reigned in regular succession from the middle of the
ninth to the end of the thirteenth century ; and here, in the year 997, under the apostleship
of A-réhan} and the reign of Anau-ra-men-zan, Buddhism was established in its present
shape as the religion of the country.§

The history of the destruction of Pagfin has been related by Colonel Burney from the
Burmese chronicles. || Indignant at the murder of an ambassador by the Burmese king,
the Emperor of China sent a vast army to invade Burma. The king, Naratheeha-padé,
in his anxiety to strengthen the defences of his capital, pulled down for the sake of the
materials (so the chronicle relates), 1000 large arched temples, 1000 smaller ones, and
4000 square temples. But under one of these temples a prophetic inscription of ominous
import was found ; the king lost heart, left his new walls defenceless, and fled to Bassein.
The Chinese advanced, occupied the city, and continued to pursue the Burman army as far
as Taroup-mau, or Chinese point, a considerable distance below Prome. This was in 1284,

Colonel Burney has indicated that this is the same Chinese invasion which is spoken of
by Marco Polo. Turning to that traveller (in Purchas, Vol. iii. p- 93), we find that when

* Natural Productions of Burma, ii. 450.

T MS. Narrative of a Journey from Ava to the Amber Mines near the Assam Frontier. (In Foreign
Office, Calcutta.)
I Judson gives this as a name ; but is it not merely the Rakan, or perfected Buddhist saint ?

§ Judson’s Zife, i. 199, and Crawfurd, p. 491.
I J. A.S. B. vol. iv. p. 402,
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the Great Khan minded to subdue the city of Mien (the Chinese name for Burma), he
sent a valiant captain, and an army chiefly composed of jesters, with whom his court was
always furnished.

It is curious enough to contrast the contemptuous view of the Burmese enterprise here
indicated, with the history of the same event as given by the Burmans in their chronicle.
Instead of an army of jesters, they represent the Emperor to have sent a host of at least
6,000,000 of horse, and 20,000,000 of foot, to attack Pagan, and to have been obliged to
reinforce these repeatedly before they could overcome the resolute resistance of the Bur-
mese, who encountered the enemy near the mouth of the Bamo river.

From the mention of this locality, it would appear that the Chinese invasion took place
by the route still followed by the main body of the Chinese trade with Burma.

Pagén surprised us all. None of the preceding travellers to Ava had prepared us for
remains of such importance and interest. I do not find any mention of Pagin and its
temples before the middle of the last century, when Captain George Baker and Lieutenant
North were sent on a joint embassy to Alompra from the British settlement at Negrais.
Lieutenant North died at Paghn, or rather at Nyoung-oo, a considerable trading town at
the northern extremity of the ruins. On his way down, Captain Baker seems to have
stayed a week at “ Pagang Youngoe.” He mentions the great number of pagodas in the
neighbourhood, and one in particular, ¢ the biggest of any between Dagon [Rangoon] and
Momchabue [Moutshobo, the residence of Alompra], kept in good repair, and celebrated
by the people for having one of their god’s teeth and a collar-bone buried under it.”*

Colonel Symes visited some of the temples on his way both up and down the river, and
gives a somewhat vague account of the Ananda, which was then undergoing repair at the
expense of the Prince Royal. He was told that the prince had collected gold for the
purpese of gilding it, an intention which the size of the building renders improbable, and
which certainly was not fulfilled.

Cox also describes the Ananda, and he took some measurements with the intention of
making a plan of the building.

Among the ruins of the ancient city, on the 8th February, 1826, the Burmese under the
hapless Naweng-bhuyen, or  King of Sunset,”t made their last stand against Sir Archibald
Campbell’s army, which remained encamped there for some days afterwards. Havelock,
in his history of the Campaign, notices the numerous monuments, but says: « The sensation
of barren wonderment is the only one which Pagahm excites. There is little to admire,
nothing to venerate, nothing to exalt the notion of the taste and invention of the people
which the traveller might already have formed in Rangoon or Prome.” It will be seen
presently that we differ widely in opinion from Colonel Havelock.

* Dalrymple’s Oriental Repertory,i. 171. This was the Shwé Zeegong, described in the account of
our return. .

t Otherwise Jaya Stra (Sanskrit), ¢ Hero of Victory. He fled to Ava, and appeared before the King
demanding new troops. The King in a rage ordered him to be put to death. The poor fellow was
tortured out of life before he reached the place of execution.—Judson’s Life, i. 295.

F
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The account that conveys the most truthful impression of Paghn is probably that
contained in the travels of Mr. Howard Malcom, an American missionary traveller.

Mr. Crawfurd, indeed, devotes several pages of his admirable book to the detailed
description of some of these buildings, and gives an engraving of that which he considered
the finest architectural work among them. From his selection in this instance I utterly
dissent. The temple is altogether uncharacteristic of the peculiar Paghn architecture; nor
is it indeed well or accurately represented in the print. Mr. Crawfurd’s descriptions too,
accurate observer as he is, fail somehow to leave with his readers any just impression of
these great and singular relics.

In Pegu and lower Burma, the Buddhist pagoda is seldom found in any other form
than that of the solid bell-shaped structure, representing (though with a difference) the
Topes of ancient India and the Chaityas of Tibet, and always supposed to cover a sacred
relic. Images of Gautama are often attached to these, but do not seem to be essential to
them. The great pagodas of Rangoon, Prome, and Pegu, are celebrated examples of this
kind of edifice.

The type of the principal temples at Paghn is very different, and they suit better our
idea of what the word temple implies. Remains of this description, but on a small scale,
first attracted our attention at Tantabeng, a place on the east bank of the Irawadi some
miles above Yenangyoung.* \

The buildings at Tantabeng were numerous, had an air of great antiquity, and were, as
far as we examined them, on one general plan. The body of the buildings was cubical in
form, inclosing a Gothic-vaulted chamber. The entrance was by a projecting porch to the
east, and this porch had also a subsidiary door on its north and south sides. There were
also slightly projecting door-places on the three other sides of the main building, sometimes
blank, and sometimes real entrances. The plan of the building, it will be seen, was cruci-
form. Several terraces rose successively above the body of the temple, and from the highest
terrace rose a spire bearing a strong general resemblance to that of the common
temples of Eastern India, being, like the latter, a tall pyramid with bulging sides.
The angles of this spire were marked as quoins, with deep joints, and a little
apex at the projecting angle of each, which gave a peculiar serrated appearance
to the outline when seen against the sky. These buildings were entirely of
brick ; the ornamental mouldings still partially remained in plaster. The

Tt interior of each temple contained an image of Gautama, or its remains. The
ig. 14.

walls and vaults were plastered, and had been highly decorated with minute
fresco-paintings. :
Such is the substantial type of all the most important temples at Paghn, though when
the area of the ground-plan expands from 30 or 40 feet square to 200 or 300 feet square,

the proportions and details of the parts necessarily vary considerably.

* Mr. Oldham says, that he saw a chambered pagoda as low down as Akouktoung (below Prome).
There is a conspicuous one also at Thayet Myo. But they are comparatively rare anywhere below the
point named, and never, I think, of the antique type here described.
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The Paghn ruins extend over a space about eight miles in length along the river, and
probably averaging two miles in breadth. The present town of Paghn stands on the river
side within the decayed ramparts of the ancient city, near the middle length of this space.

This brick rampart, and fragments of an ancient gateway, showing almost obliterated
traces of a highly architectural character, are the only remains at Pagin which are not of
a religious description. If any tradition lingers round the site of the ancient palaces of
the kings who reigned here for so many centuries, our party missed it.

Of the number of the temples at Pagn I feel scarcely able to form any estimate, the
few days which we spent there having been chiefly devoted to a detailed examination of
some of the most important. But of all sizes I should not guess them at less than eight
hundred, or perhaps a thousand.

All kinds and forms are to be found among them; the bell-shaped pyramid of dead
brick-work in all its varieties (Fig. 15); the same, raised over a square or octagonal cell
containing an image of the Buddha (Fig. 16); the bluff knob-like dome of the Ceylon
Dagobas,* with the square cap which seems to have characterised the most ancient
Buddhist Chaityas, as represented in the sculptures at Sanchi, and in the ancient model
pagodas found near Buddhist remains in India (Fig. 17); the fantastic Bo-phya, or
Pumpkin Pagoda, which seemed rather like a fragment of what we mwight conceive the
architecture of the moon than anything terrestrial (Fig. 13); and many variations on these
types. But the predominant and characteristic form is that of the cruciform vaulted temple,
which we have described above.

Three at least of the great temples, and a few of the smaller ones of this kind, have been

* Dagoba (corr. of Sanserit words signifying Relic-receptacle) is generally supposed to be the original
of the word Pagoda. De la Loubére in his account of Siam, however, says that the latter is a corruption
of a Persian word signifying an idol-temple,—but-khana, I suppose.
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from time to time repaired, and are still more or less frequented by worshippers. But by
far the greater number have heen abandoned to the owls and bats, and some have been
desecrated into cow-houses by the villagers.

In some respects the most remarkable of the great temples, and that which is still the
most frequented as a place of worship, is the Ananda.

“This temple is said to have been built in the reign of Kyan-yeet-tha, about the time of
the Norman conquest of England. Tradition has it that five Rahandahs, or saints of an
order second only to a Buddha, arrived at Pagan from the Hema-woonda, or Himalayan
region. They stated that they lived in caves on the Nanda-moola hill (probably the Nunda
Devi Peak), and the King requested them to give him a model of their abode, from which
he might construct a temple. The Rahandahs did as they were requested, and the temple
being built was called Nanda-tsee goon, or ¢ Caves of Nanda.” The term Ananda, by which
the temple is now known, is a corruption, arising from the name of Ananda, the cousin and
favourite disciple of Gautama, being so well known to the people. The representation of
a cave is a favourite style of building among the Burmese for depositing images.* This is
not wonderful among the votaries of a religion which regards an ascetic life in the wilder-
ness as the highest state for mortals in this world.”

Major Phayre mentioned another probable origin of the name of this temple, viz. from
the Sanskrit Ananta, “ The Endless;” which seems to be supported by the fact that an-
other great temple close at hand is called Zhapinyu, ¢ The Omniscient.”}

To reach the Ananda we passed out through the principal eastern gate of the ancient
city. The remains of the defences form a distinct mound and ditch, traceable in their entire
circuit, and large masses of the brick-work still stand at intervals, but I saw none in which
any feature of the architecture, or portion of the battlements, was distinguishable. The
gate has some remains of architectural design, and ornament of a rich character in plaster,
with foliated pilaster capitals and festoons; but these remnants have been disfigured and
obscured by the erection of two coarse modern niches with figures of Warders. A ‘few
yards beyond the gate are the square sandstone inseribed pillars mentioned by Mr. Craw-
furd. Their appearance is suggestive of great antiquity and interest. But the expectation
of the latter would probably be disappointed by an interpretation. The character appeared
to be square| Burmese of a very neat and uniform type, as indeed most of the Burmese
inscriptions are, and very much superior in execution to what our lapidary inscriptions
were a century ago.

In the precincts of the Ananda we entered a large group of monastic buildings, forming

* Several of the temples at Pagéin are named in this way ; e.g. Shwé-koo, “ The Golden Cave;” Sembyo-
koo, “The White Elephant Cave,” &c.

T Note by Major Phayre.

{ So in a legend given in Hardy's Munual of Budhism, Gautama announces himself thus; “I am
above all ; I am the conqueror of Mdra (Death) ; T am ANANTA JINAYA” (the Ever-living 9).—P. 185.

§ Ido not know whether it has been noticed that the cireular form of the ordinary Burmese character,
as of the Ooria, the Teloogoo, and several other South Indian alphabets, is a necessary result of the prac-
tice of writing on palm-leaves with a style. Certain of the sacred books which are written in the squre
character are inscribed with a black gum (the thit-see) used as ink.
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a street of some length. These in beauty of detail and combination, were admirable. The
wood-carving was rich and effective beyond description; photography only could do it
justice.

Great fancy was displayed in the fantastic figures of warriors, dancers, Ndts (spirits),
and Bilis (ogres), in high relief, that filled the angles and niches of the sculptured surfaces.
The fretted pinnacles of the ridge ornaments were topped with birds cut in profile, in every
attitude of sleeping, pecking, stalking, or taking wing. With permission of a venerable
and toothless poongyi, we looked into a chamber, which was a perfect museum of quaint
and rich gilt carving, in small shrines, book-chests, &c., not unlike the omnium gatherum
of a Chinese josshouse. One chamber contained, among other things, a neat model of a
wooden monastery with its appropriate carving.

The most elaborate of these religious buildings is stated to have been built only a few
years ago by a man of Ye-nan-gyoung; probably some millionnaire of the oil-trade.

In the same monastic street a brick building, in the external form of a Kyoung, contains
a corridor entirely covered with rude paintings on the plaster. These are all, Major Phayre
informs me, representations of Jdts, or passages in the life of Gautama in various periods
of pre-existence. The greater part of the scenes appeared to depict the amusements and
employments of ordinary life, such as feasting, hunting, weaving, looking at plays, being
shampooed, and the like. The persons represented, like the marionnettes in the puppet-plays,
were all exhibited with pure white complexions. By a curious self-delusion, the Burmans
would seem to claim that in theory at least they are a white people* And, what is still
more curious, the Bengalees appear indirectly to admit the claim; for our servants, in
speaking of themselves and their countrymen, as distinguished from the Burmans, con-
stantly made use of the term « K4la admi”—Dblack man, as the representative of the
Burmese Kild, a foreigner.

In one part of the series were some representations of punishment in the Buddhist
hells. Demons were pictured beating out the brains of the unhappy with clubs, or
elephants trampling on them; and in one place was a perfect picture of Prometheus ; the
vietim lying on the ground, whilst a monstrous unclean bird pecked at his side.

From this monastic colony a woeden colonnade, covered with the usual carved gables
and tapering slender spires, led to the northern doorway of the Ananda.

This remarkable building, with a general resemblance in character to the other great
temples, has some marked peculiarities and felicities of its own. They all suggest, but this
perhaps above them all suggests, strange memories of the temples of Southern Catholic
Europe. The Ananda is in plan a square of nearly two hundred feet to the side, and broken
on each side by the projection of large gabled vestibules, which convert the plan into a
perfect Greek cross.f These vestibules are somewhat lower than the square mass of the
building, which elevates itself to a height of thirty-five feet in two tiers of windows.

% But so also thought some of the old travellers. Thus Vincent Leblanc says: “ The people (of
Pegu) are rather whites than blacks, and well shaped.” I think I have seen some Brahmins fairer than
any Burmans. But the average tint in Burma is much lighter than in India. One never, I believe, sees

a Burman to whom the word black could be applied fairly.
t See a plan of the Ananda in Plate VIIL
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Above this rise six successively diminishing terraces, connected by curved converging
roofs, the last terrace just affording breadth for the spire which crowns and completes the
edifice. The lower half of this spire is the bulging, mitre-like pyramid adapted from the
temples of India, such as I have described at Tantabeng: the upper half is the same
moulded taper pinnacle that terminates the common bell-shaped pagodas of Pegu. The
gilded Atee caps the whole at a height of 168 feet above the ground.*

The building internally consists of two concentric and lofty corridors, communicating
by passages for light opposite the windows, and by larger openings to the four porches.
Opposite each of these latter, and receding from the inner corridor towards the centre of
the building, is a cell or chamber for an idol. In each this idol is a colossal standing figure
upwards of thirty feet in height. They vary
slightly in size and gesture, but all are in
attitudes of prayer, preaching, or benediction.
Each stands, facing the porch and entrance,
on a great carved lotus pedestal, within rails,
like the chancel-rails of an English church.
There are gates to each of these chambers,
noble frames of timber rising to a height of
four-and-twenty feet. The frame-bars are
nearly a foot in thickness, and richly carved
on the surface in undercut foliage ; the panels
are of lattice work, each intersection of the
lattice marked with a gilt rosette.

The lighting of these image chambers is,
perhaps, the most singular feature of the whole.
The lofty vault, nearly fifty feet high, in which
stands the idolt canopied by a valance of gilt
metal curiously wrought, reaches up into the
second terrace of the upper structure, and a
window pierced in this sends a light from
far above the spectator’s head, and from an
unseen source, upon the head and shoulders
of the great gilded image. This unexpected
and partial illumination in the dim recesses
of these vaulted corridors produces a very
powerful and strange effect, especially on
the north side, where the front light through the great doorway is entirely subdued by
the roofs of the covered approach from the monastic establishments.}

* See Plate IV. for an elevation of the Ananda.

t See Section in Plate V.

T A similar artistic introduction of the light is mentioned by Mr. Fergusson as characterising “ the
great rock-cut basilicas of India.” (Hundbook of Arch.i. 313). May this not have been imitated in the
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These four great statues represent the four Buddhas who have appeared in the present
World-Period.*

The temple, like the other great temples here, is surrounded by a square enclosure wall
with a gate in each face. “That to the north is the only one in repair. This was, no doubt,
intended as the principal entrance, and has the image of Gautama placed there; but it is
difficult to say why the western entrance was not chosen for this distinction,t as it is directly
in sight of the Tan-Kyee hill and Pagoda, on the opposite side of the Irawadi, where
Gautama himself stood with his favourite disciple Ananda, and predicted the future
building and greatness of the city of Pagan. Perhaps the north was chosen as being the
direction in which Gautama first walked after the moment of his birth.”}

In the centre of the vestibule on the western side stands cut in stone, on an elevated
and railed platform, a representation of the impression of Gautama’s feet. In the galleries
or corridors running round the building, disposed in niches along the massive walls, at
regular distances apart, are numerous images of Gautama, and sculptured groups of figures
illustrating particular events of his life. These have been covered over with a substance
resembling thitsee (black gum resin) and vermilion.§ The strong similarity of features and
style in these sculptures to the remains found in Central India, appears to indicate that
they have been the work of Indian artists. The groups and single figures are upwards of
1500 in number.

The outer corridor is roofed with a continuous flying buttress, or half-pointed arch,
abutting on the massive outer walls. The inner corridor and cells are pointed vaults.|

One of the peculiar features of the Ananda is the curved slope given to the roofs both
of the porches and of the main building, as if preserving the extrados of the arch which lies
beneath. In all the other temples the roofs are flat. This, with the massive gables which
are thus formed at the ends of the porches, and the great scrolls, if we may call them so,
at the wings of these gables, probably go far in producing that association with the churches
of southern Europe to which I have alluded.q Still these scrolls are perfectly Burman,

Ananda, and may the fact not be in some degree a confirmation of the legend that caves were intended
to be represented by these vaults? “The vault of a hollow pagoda is called in Burmese Koo, which is
the word for a cave.”— Phayre.

* They are said to be composed of different materials as follows :—* The image to the east is the
Buddha Kankathan, made of a sweet-scented wood called Dan-tsa-goo. To the west is Ka-thaba, made
of brass. To the north Gautama, of fir; to the south Ganno-goon, of jasmine-wood. Whatever the
original material of these images may have been, it appears now that the outer coating of each is of plaster
richly gilt over.”— Major Phayre.

+ Compare Cunningham’s Zopes of Bhilsa, p.191. It there appears that at No. 1 Tope at Sanchi,
within the inclosure and immediately facing each entrance, there is a large figure, once under a canopy.
That to the east Major Cunningham considers to be “ KRAKUCHANDA,irst mortal Buddha ; that to
the south, KANAKA ; to the west, KASYAPA ; and to the north, SAKYA SINHA” (Gautama).
Hence it would appear that the figures in the Ananda were not placed arbitrarily, but according to
orthodox Buddhistic tradition.

I Major Phayre.

§ Major Phayre’s notes.

| See Section of the Ananda, in Plate V.

9 Compare, for example, the elevation of the entrance to one of the vestibules of the Ananda as
given in Plate IV. with a very common type of fagade in Italian churches.
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and seem identical with the horn-like ornaments which are so characteristic of the Burman
timber buildings. Here they are backed (another unique circumstance) by lions rising
gradatim along each limb of the gable or pediment. The windows also of the main building,
standing out from the wall surface with their effective mouldings, pilasters, and canopies,
recall the views of some of the great Peninsular monasteries.

But not the exterior only was redolent of kindred suggestions. The impression on us
(I speak of Major Allan, Mr. Oldham, and myself), as we again and again paced the dim
and lofty corridors of the Ananda, was that of traversing some sombre and gigantic pile
appropriated to the cabals and tortures of the Inquisition. No architecture could better
suit such uses. And in the evening, as I sat in the western vestibule sketching the colossal
idol before me, the chanted prayers of the worshippers before the northern cell boomed
along the aisles in strange resemblance to the chant of the priests in a Roman Catholic
cathedral. .

Of the details of architecture I shall speak below; but before proceeding to describe any
of the other temples, it may be well to notice the material of which they are built. This, I
believe to be in every case the same, viz. what we call in India kucha pukka work, that is
to say, brick cemented with mud only. Mr. Crawfurd supposed the temples to be of brick
and lime mortar. But I satisfied myself that this is not the case, and that the penetration
of the plaster, which had been applied to the walls and corridors, into some of the joints had
misled him.* We are not indeed accustomed in India to conceive of mud-cemented edifices
200 feet in height. Of these it is to be said that they are so massive as to be practically
almost solid; so that the vaults and corridors rather resemble excavations in the mass than
structural interiors. It is also to be said, however, that they are built with a care and
elaboration which I never saw bestowed on a structure of such material in India, and which
the Burmans of the present day seem remotely incapable of in brickwork of any kind. On
the outside at least, in the better buildings, every brick has been cut and rubbed to fit with
such nicety that it is difficult, and sometimes not possible, to insert the blade of a knife between
the joints.f The arches and semi-arches are carefully formed of bricks moulded in the
radiating form of voussoirs. The peculiarity of these arches is, that in general the bricks
are laid edge to edge in the curve of the arch, instead of being laid parallel with its axis,
as among other nations. The exterior arch-faces of the smaller doors and windows are,
however, laid in the European way, with the bricks cheek to cheek.§

The bricks are usually about fourteen inches by seven (I here speak from memory),
and well moulded, but they are not very well burnt.

Such being the substance of the structure, all the ornamental finish is consequently
executed in the plaster, which, even without view to ornament, would have been essential
to the preservat<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>