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        	Wall hanging


        
    

    

    
        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            
                Created / Published
            
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        18th-19th centuries
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    
        
        
        
            Headings
        
        

        	
                - 
                
                    
                        Calligraphy, Arabic
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Calligraphy, Ottoman
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Manuscripts, Arabic--Washington (D.C.)
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Turkey
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Arabic script calligraphy
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Découpage
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Illuminated Islamic manuscripts
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Islamic calligraphy
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Islamic manuscripts
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Notes
        
        

        	
                - 
                
                    
                        A Qit'a, or literally "cutting out" a découpage panel in the shape of a closed altar piece with Qur'anic verses typical of Ottoman Turkey in the 18th or 19th century.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Another découpage calligraphic panel similar to this piece also is held in the Library of Congress (1-84-154.6): this piece may have been the companion piece of 1-84-154.5.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Diameter of calligraphic circle: 15.1 cm
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Diameter of calligraphic circle: 15.1 cm
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        The extractive technique of découpage is known in Arabic, Persian, and Ottoman Turkish as qit'a, or literally "cutting out," and artists specializing in this technique were called qati'an (cutters).  It appears that découpage calligraphy became popular around the last quarter of the 15th century, as Qadi Ahmad's treatise of 1015/1606 on the subject makes clear (Qadi Ahmad 1959: 17 and 174-94).  Although the technique of découpage emerges during the second half of the 15th century, it became a popular tool for the making of Ottoman kalips (calligraphic perforated sheets) during the 16th-19th centuries (Safwat 1996: 142-43 and 194).  For example, one Ottoman work of découpage made by a certain Suleyman is dated 1282/1865-6 (Safwat 1996: 200-1, cat. no. 140).  For these reasons, it is logical to assume that this découpage work was made in Ottoman Turkey in the 18th or 19th century.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        This découpage panel in the shape of a closed altar piece includes a central roundel decorated with interlacing letters whose stems form a central six-pointed star.  The round inscription is difficult to decipher, and may comprise a wise saying or a verse from the Qur'an.  In the middle of the upper arch, a round hook suggests that it was used as a wall hanging.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Script: découpage
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        1-84-154.5
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    Format

    	
        
                Manuscript/Mixed Material
                
        


    
    Dates

    	
        
                1700
                
        


    
    Location

    	
        
                Turkey
                
        
	
        
                Washington D.C.
                
        


    
    Language
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                Turkish, Ottoman (1500 to 1928)
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                          Ottoman Turkish Levaha in Arabic, 18th-century written by calligrapher Mahmud Ibrahim. Dimensions of Written Surface: 21.6 (w) x 16 (h) cm The process of mirror writing and mirror image-making flourished in the...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Mahmud Ibrahim
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                        172?
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                          Ottoman, Safavid Style Arabic Quranic Page. Although only one illuminated folio remains, it originally would have created a double-page illuminated du'a. This layout is typical of Safavid Persian Qur'ans from the second...
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                          Levha or a calligraphic panel with an Arabic saying written in black Nasta'liq script typical in Ottoman and Safavid eras. Dimensions of Written Surface: 29.5 (w) x 19.5 (h) cm This calligraphic...
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            Manuscript/Mixed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Levha
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Ottoman calligraphic panels (qit'a), framed calligraphic inscription called a Levha in Ottoman Turkish, In Arabic. Written in Nasta'liq script and common to Ottoman Turkey and Safavid Persia. Dimensions of Written Surface: 23.8...
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                        Muzaffar 'Ali
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                        17??
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            Manuscript/Mixed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Levha (panel) in honor of Imam 'Ali
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Levha (panel) in honor of Imam 'Ali, writen in Arabic with Persian eulogistic quatrain honoring Persian kings Jamshid and Feridun. Typical of 19th-century Ottoman-Turkish calligraphic traditions. Dimensions of Written Surface: 23.4 (w)...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Farid Al-Din
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                        18??
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                          During the late 1920s, early 1930s, and 1990s the Library of Congress acquired a large collection of Arabic script calligraphy sheets. This collection presents 373 Arabic calligraphy sheets, ranging from the 9th...
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                          This codex comprises two works on Islamic beliefs and practices by the Ottoman writer Aḥmet bin Muḥammed Şemsī Pāşā, who died in 990 AH (1580 AD). These works are entitled Tercümet ül-Viḳāye...
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                        Emsı̂ Paşa, Died 1580 - Maḥbūbī, ʻubayd Allāh Ibn Masʻūd, 1346
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                        1500-01-01
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                          This manuscript is a copy of the poem in honor of the Prophet Muhammad, which is popularly known as Qaṣīdat al-burdah (The poem of the mantle). It was written by Sharaf al-Dīn...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Al-Fayyūmī, Naṣīr Al-Dīn Muḥammad - Al-Tabīzī, Riḍwān Ibn Muḥammad - Būṣīrī, Sharaf Al-Dīn Muḥammad Ibn Saʻīd
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                        1366-01-01
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            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                The Guide to Benevolent Deeds and Rising Lights in the Prayers on the Chosen Prophet.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          This illuminated manuscript is a copy of Dalā'il al-khayrāt (Collection of prayers for the Prophet Muhammad), which was composed by Muḥammad ibn Sulayman al-Jazūlī (died 870 AH [1465 AD]). It was written...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Jazūlī, Muḥammad Ibn Sulaymān, 1465
                        
                    
                
	
                        Date:
                        1600-01-01
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                          This Ottoman manuscript is a ḥāshiyah (gloss) on the commentary on the Qur'an entitled Anwār al-tanzīl, which was composed by 'Abd Allāh al-Bayḍawī, who died in about 685 AH (1286 AD). The...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                    
                        Contributor:
                    

                    
                    
                        
                        Bayḍāwī, ʻabd Allāh Ibn ʻumar, 1286 - Kemalpaşazade - Ibn Manṣūr, ʻuthmān Ibn ʻabd Al-ʻazīz, 1865
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                        1558-01-01
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