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DAHOMEY AND THE DAHOMANS.

THE JOURNALS (continued).

JOURNAL OF A SPECIAL MISSION TO THE
COURT OF DAHOMEY,

In May, JUNE, AND JULY, 1850.

—

EARTE 1

THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK, OR PAYING THE
TROUBADOURS.

THE extraordinary reports that had reached
me of the royal magnificence and wealth
reputed to be displayed at the great cus-
toms of Dahomey, naturally increased my
anxiety for the arrival of the time when I
could test, by my own personal observa-

tion, the marvellous reports of others. It
VOL. II B



Land at
Whydah.

THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

was therefore with no little eagerness
that, in the beginning of May, I commenced
my preparations for accepting the royal
invitation to be present at the ensuing
customs. On the 14th I arrived off Why-
dah. Embarking on board her Majesty’s
ship Pheenix, Captain Wodehouse, I was
introduced to Mr. Beecroft, whom, doubt-
less, the reader knows as an enterprising
African discoverer, and the general pilot for
all the rivers, now appointed her Majesty’s
consul in the Bights.

May 14th.— Although the surf was very
high, as the viceroy of Whydah had sent
off a number of canoes, we deemed it ex-
pedient to land; and, under a salute from
her Majesty’s ship Kingfisher, reached the
shore with the loss of one case of twenty
muskets. When we arrived at the town of
Whydah, the British fort saluted us with
twenty-one guns. The following day we
visited the viceroy, who was very civil, and
after a complimentary conversation, retired
to our residence in the British fort.

May 10th.— A king’s messenger arriving



OR PAYING THE TROUBADOURS.

to summon the viceroy to Abomey, he sent
to say he would call the following day, as
he was then too much engaged. The king,
we are informed, has divided the appoint-
ment held by the late Da Souza between
his three eldest sons, thus: Isidore, the
richest and eldest is cha-cha; Ignatio, the
second, a cabooceer ; and Antonio, amigo-
del-Rey. Each is considered an official, and
pays as such a handsome tribute to the
king, who thus gets three small tributes,
in all, perhaps, equal to the extensive
donation of their late father.

May 17th. — The viceroy visited us to
take leave, and received his present. Like
most of the sons of Ham, he was very diffi-
cult to satisfy; indeed I believe had we
given him the whole of the royal present,
he would have asked for more. He starts
on the 20th, and we have permission to
leave the following day: I say permis-
sion, for such it is, as travelling is not
allowed in Dahomey without a passport, in
the shape of his Majesty’s stick. The vice-

oy rides the whole way,— rather an uncom-
' B 2
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The bene-
diction of

the fetish
men.

Visit to the
cha-cha.

THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

fortable mode of travelling, considering he
has no saddle, and is held on. A fetish
custom 1s going on here, which keeps up a
din of singing, shouting, and firing, night
and day; the great features are dancing
and begging, both performed by the fetish
people. As they pass, while the people
prostrate themselves and give a few cowries,
each fetish man places his hand on the
heads of the prostrate blacks, and mutters
a benediction. This night the viceroy sent
to command that neither ourselves nor our
people should go out on pain of death, nor
that we should look out of the windows,
as he was going to make sacrifice ; whether
human or other we did not ascertain, but I
should be inclined to believe both.

May 18th. — At the viceroy’s desire, the
cha-cha, as an officer of the king of Da-
homey, had supplied canoes for our land-
ing, and, in consequence, we called upon
him to thank him for his attention, and
found him in a particularly ill humour,
partly, perhaps, our own fault. The house
of his father has been left to decay since



OR PAYING THE TROUBADOURS.

the late Da Souza’s death, and the furni-
ture is much dilapidated. We had appointed
11 A. M., and were on the spot at the
moment, and unfortunately before the an-
cestral hall was swept. Finding that he
was not prepared, I sent to say, if he did
not receive us in five minutes, we would
retire.

The furniture was any thing but good,
and much destroyed by a mischievous insect,
common to Africa, called the “bug-a-bug.”
At one end of the room was a full length
portrait of this chief of slave-dealers, mnot
unlike him — a dark mulatto with woolly
hair; but certainly a fancy sketch as far as
position was concerned. His right hand
rested on a secretary, on which lay papers,
inkstand, &c.: whilst in the background
was an lmaginary elysium, not often en-
joyed by these lords of the creation —a
library. These men never read, seldom
write, their whole souls are wrapt in sen-
sual enjoyment ; in a half state of nudity,
smoking eternally, they spend the greater

part of their lives in their harems. After
B 3



Start for
Abomey.

THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

explaining the cause of our visit, he asked
if we were to be present at the customs ;
and gave us an exaggerated account of the
sacrifices, which, in /Ais opinion, were en-
tirely the fault of the British government
in keeping up the blockade. There is no
doubt of the poverty of the latter days of
the late Da Souza ; all the property is in a
state of decay.

May 20th. — Having employed the pre-
vious day in. preparing for our march,
hiring bearers and hammockmen with much
difficulty, we started our baggage, carried
by upwards of 200 men and women. As
soon as our baggage was well on its way,
we left the fort under a salute, and at
9 p. M. arrived at Torree, where we halted
for the night. The route we passed was
precisely the same as that described in my
former mission. We had now different
matters to contemplate: before it was no-
velty and nothing else; now the Hwae-
noo-ee-wha (occurring every year) might
be looked forward to with curiosity ; but
with what horror must we contemplate the



OR PAYING THE TROUBADOURS.

sacrifice of the Se-que-ah-ee, — watering of
the ancestral graves.

May 25th. — Arrived at Cannah, and
were soon disturbed by the pomp, noise,
and array of the cha-cha’s arrival, at the
head of 140 soldiers, in uniform, armed
and accoutred. Besides the chief were
several Brazilian slave-merchants, all in
hammocks, and shaded by a huge gaudy
umbrella. In order to explain to his Ma-
jesty the difficulty of our position (in
sending our sticks to report our vicinity
and present our compliments), we added
the following Dahoman parable, — that the
leopard and the dog were bad travelling
companions. In the evening the messenger
returned, commanding us to rise at cock-
crow and proceed to Abomey.

May 26th. — Rising with the dawn of a
beautiful cool morning, we walked to
Abomey. As we started, the cha-cha’s
levees were also preparing for the march,
and gaudy hammocks and trappings were

preparing to carry these dealers in human
B 4
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THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

blood to the court of the greatest slave-
hunter in all Africa.

Just within the gate, on wheels, was a
large full-rigged brigantine, under all plain
sall, about twenty feet long. Although a
present from the late cha-cha, she must have
been there as a compliment to our arriving
in ships, as at the foremast head she flew
a union jack, while dangling from her peak
lazily hung the tricolor; on her stern was
her name in golden letters, * Gézo Rey de
Daomée.” She was a pretty model, and,
in her position, a matter of curiosity and
wonder.

One of our interpreters, “ Hijo de Why-
dah,” had a friend in the neighbourhood,
and to his house we retired to array; in
the meantime, with bands playing and
drums beating, the Brazilian host of gilt
and dirt arrived ; and now commenced a
determination on the part of the cha-cha,
to be the great man of the occasion; but
like most who try to take up a position
they are not fitted for, he failed.

I have described a meeting in the former
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journal; in all matters of form, the present
one was similar, except that the cha-cha
had taken ground within our position, and
we had to pass him for the reception.
As soon as we were seated he was called
up, and would have passed us had he not
been checked, and compelled to take his
seat in a line with our position. His rage
was evident, and as he took his place he
muttered audibly, and in no good humour,
“ Politico! politico!” As the cabooceers
advanced, the battery thundered forth a
salute of twenty-one guns, in honour of
her Majesty the Queen of England, and
thirteen for each of her plenipotentiaries,
much to the annoyance of our companion,
who now gave up the contest, and quietly
followed our hammocks to the royal pavi-
lion, where he was received after us.

I have described a reception ; and this in
no way differed, except in the appearance
of the square, hung on all sides with
standards and flags ; among them upwards
of a dozen union jacks.

On the walls of the palace at my first



10 THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

visit were many skulls, although time had
destroyed great numbers that in King
Adanooza’s reign adorned the royal dwell-
ing : now the greater part were down; and
were it not festival times, hopes might have
been deduced, that, disgusted with the
chastly sight, the present king, who has
the appearance of a humane man, had re-
solved to discontinue the practice of expos-
The pavi- ing the human skull. Such is by no means
skuls. the case; in the centre of the square
stands a small octangular building, which
was now adorned with 148 human skulls,
lately cleaned and varnished, the heads of
some of the victims of the dreadful tra-
gedy of Okeadon. This town, distant
about thirty miles north-west of Dadagry,
was taken by surprise in 1848 by the Daho-
mans, through the treachery of a chief called
Olee-keh-kee, who lulled the suspicions of
the Okeadon people, and led the Dahoman
army within the walls. Such stratagems are
called making a fetish to divide the people;
and the commonalty believe the voodong,
or fetish, has the power, like the Almighty,



OR PAYING THE TROUBADOURS.

to turn the hearts of men. Opposite to
this golgotha was a handsome pavilion,
under which was a chair of state; and in
the rear of it, under a high thatched-roofed
gateway, sat the monarch, surrounded by
his amazon army, and the female ministers.
As before, we marched past three times,
and the disgusting prostrations of the
ministers and cabooceers were duly per-
formed. The king, well dressed, was all
smiles and complacence, and welcomed us
to his capital with a command to drink.
Drinking is one of the preliminaries of all
African matters; but not having break-
fasted, we were glad, at noon, to get to our
quarters in the mayo’s house without
having taken a compound known in the
United States by the name of ¢ stone wall,”
consisting of rum, brandy, beer, lemonade,
and various kinds of liquors and wine, —
rather likely to be deleterious in an African
climate. ~The din of firing and music (if
the noise of the Dahoman martial bands
deserve the name) continued all day and

night,

11
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The levee
of the
mayo.

The trou-
badour’s
song.

THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

May 27th. — At an early hour the mayo
called, and invited us to his levee.

At each gate of the adjoining palaces
of Dangelah-Cordeh and Agrimgomeh, on
this particular day of the customs, it 1is
selon la régle for a minister to plant his um-
brella and stool, and surrounded by a host
of followers, who form an extensive circle,
receive the visits of his friends, and such
as have favours to ask or complaints to
make. At these levees there is much dis-
tribution of liquor; and, to amuse the
visitors, in the centre of each circle are
two bands and two of the royal troubadours,
who take it in turn to sing the praises of
the Dahoman monarch.

Dressed in very gay attire, holding in
his hand a blue crutch stick, one of these
troubadours was reciting the military ex-
ploits of Gezo. As we arrived and ex-
changed compliments with the minister in
a glass of muscatel, and while a canopy of
high flat umbrellas was arranged over
head, his song commenced with a general
view of the royal conquests, and then re-
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OR PAYING THE TROUBADOURS.

cited a romantic account of the late war,
in which ‘the Attapahms had run like
the labourers in the bush from the hordes
of Chimpanzee; that the prisoners were
more numerous than the stars, for who
could be saved when the king went to
war ? Amongst those prisoners was one, a
daughter of the chief of the country — who
so generous as Gezo, who had given her
as largesse to his troubadour ?”

‘“ Some years ago, Gezo killed a traitor,
called Ah-char-dee; his head adorns the
palace of the king of kings, and who so
worthy to wear his clothes ? These (point-
ing to a tunic of puce silk, and a pair
of damask crimson silk Turkish trowsers)
were his; he had been a friend of Gezo’s,
and thus is his memory honoured.”

He next sung in honour of her Majesty
Queen Victoria, as friend to the king of
Dahomey, and the greatest of white mo-
narchs, as Gezo was of blacks: for which
we gave him a beaker (two and half gal-
lons) of rum.

These troubadours are the keepers of the

13
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Arrival of
the king’s
sisters and
daughters,

THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

records of the kingdom of Dahomey, and
the office, which is hereditary, is a lucra-
tive one. It is the only form of education
known to the Dahoman, except an almost
similar one regulating the succession of the
royal family, and amongst the higher
classes, as the right of primogeniture would
be laid aside if the firstborn could not
gain by heart all the legends and tales,
tragedies and histories, known by his parent.

About an hour after our arrival, a
host of the king’s sisters and daughters
arrived, attended by a guard of soldiers,
bands, banners, umbrellas, and attendants,
carrying changes of raiment, and each
being attended by her stool-bearer, and
umbrella. A canopy was soon formed, and
each seated on a stool of office; all were
showily dressed and ornamented with neck-
laces of coral and other beads, and under
the orders of one elderly lady, the eldest
sister of the king.

In vain the elder troubadour tried to
Please ; the younger one was soon called,
and won the hearts of the sable princesses
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by singing of the exploits of the amazon
army, and the praises of Gezo, the only
monarch in the world who held an amazon
army. When, after a time, he changed
to another theme, the ladies rose en
masse ; and now followed a scene as de-
rogatory to royalty as it was disgraceful
to the sex: each produced a small bottle,
which it appeared her prerogative to have
filled with rum, and assailed the aged minis-
ter until all were satisfied; when, form-
ing procession, they marched off to the next
oate, where a similar scene was enacted.

A court fool strutted about, his face and
hands white-washed, and wearing, besides
gaudy attire, a slouched gold-laced hat;
his witticisms caused much mirth, but the
idiom was beyond our powers to understand.

All who approached the minister pro-
strated and kissed the dust, an unusual
homage to any but the king, or fetish
people. One aged cabooceer had the ear
of the mayo, and by his whispering had
completely drawn his attention from the
mysteries of the revelation of the trou-

15
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THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

badour who angrily turned to the mob, and
said, “the old man talked too much for a
“ Dahoman.” A laugh ensued, which roused
the ire of the aged officer, who asked
sharply if they were laughing at him.
“By no means,” said the troubadour,
who having regained the attention of the
minister had resumed his good-humour,
““they are laughing at me:” he then re-
sumed his lay. After being seated for
about two hours we rose, and looking in
at the viceroy of Whydah’s levee, were re-
galed with beer and lemonade gazeuse.
May 28th. — At 8 A.M., we were com-
manded to the king’s presence, and in full
uniform proceeded to the palace square.
According to the etiquette of the Dahoman
court, we were gazed at by the multitude
for nearly an hour, surrounded by a host
of ministers, cabooceers, and officers. Duy-
ring the customs, every morning at 6 a. .
each minister and cabooceer at the head
of his retainers, and attended by his in-
signia of office, marched to the square,
round which he passes three times, pro-
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strating himself each time in front of the
gate. During the ceremony, his soldiers
dance, fire, and sing, while some fifty dis-
cordant bands try to out-noise each other
in playing the royal quick step, the only
tune I heard at Abomey. There 1s some-
thing fearful in the state of subjection
in which, in outward show, the kings of
Dahomey hold their highest officers; yet,
when the system is examined, these pro-
strations are merely keeping up of ancient
customs. And although no man’s head in
Dahomey can be considered warranted for
twenty-fours, still the great chief himself
would find his tottering if one of these
customs was omitted. There is an iron
tyranny which governs all, and over which
none appears to have control.

On the left of the square is a long
shed, in which the ministers and caboo-
ceers whose turn of duty it is, recline
during the day, ready at call ; and here we
waited. Entering the palace, we were
shown to the door of the audience cham-
ber, and, displacing two magnificent pea-

VOL. II. C
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Reading of
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THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

cocks * his Majesty was feeding with corn,
took our seats opposite a large couch bed-
stead, on which the dread monarch
reclined. There were present the mayo,
ee-a-boo-gan, camboodee, toouoonoo, and
caoopeh, and their coadjutors in the
harem ; or, the grand vizier of Whydah,
treasurer, head eunuch, and sub-treasurer.

A letter from her Majesty was, after a
few compliments, handed to the king, who,
breaking the seal, returned it to Mr. Bee-
croft to read.

The letter was read in short sentences,
and much conversation on the various points
intervened. His Majesty “ appeared” to
receive the translation of its contents with
pleasure, and promised to consider well
the question “ relative to the suppression
of the slave trade in his dominions.” He
directed us to notice his customs well, and
explained that we must remain spectators
for at least six weeks.

The question of the amount of the

* Presents from the Royal Zoological Society,
through the late Mr. Duncan, Vice-Consul.
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royal disbursements at the customs caused
much discussion among the ministers, and
led to remarks from us that the palm oil
trade, if cultivated, would, in a very few
years, be far more lucrative than the slave
traffic ; and that if the productions that
the soil of Dahomey was capable of were
raised, Dahomey might be the richest na-
tion in Africa.

The ministers and cabooceers, during the
day, paraded the town at the head of their
levees and pomp of state, showing them-
selves to the people : there was much noise
of shouting, firing, and discordant music.
On our return home we made up the royal
present, which the mayo and the ee-a-voo-
gan arrived to receive and take charge of
to the palace.

May 29th. — At 7. 30 A. M. we were sent
for by the king, and soon ushered into
the entrée of the same audience chamber
now occupied by an elderly dame, in the
uniform of an amazon, called the * mae-
hae-pah,” a sort of ¢ female grand vizier,”

and one whose name will figure often in
¢ 2
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20 THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

this journal. The old lady was very
busy winding up eight Sam-Slick clocks!
some upside down !! others on their sides,
and one, by mistake, in its proper position.
From this state we rescued them ; but not
before horrifying Abas-ego, the stately dame,
by stepping one foot within the sacred pre-
cincts of the harem. The possibility of a
recurrence was at once checked by the lady
and toonoonoo (the head eunuch) placing
themselves on their knees, one on each side
the threshold, and thus passing the clocks
to and fro. A watch and musical box suec-
ceeded, on the efficacies of each of which
we were called to dilate. As nothing' 1is
considered finished that is not ended with
a drink of strong water, we bowed to the
mae-hae-pah in a glass of hollands and
departed, being obliged to carry away a
watch, of which (being rather stiff) I had
broken the glass (in showing how to open
it), and I had to replace it.

i i At 10 A. M. commenced the custom called

of the ens.  “ Ee-que-ah-ek-beh,” paying the trouba-

. dours. Passing through another gateway,

beh,
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we entered on an extensive square. On
the opposite side, under a rich canopy of
umbrellas of every colour, and ornamented
with strange devices, on a couch, reclined
the king. In his rear, and on each side, sat
his wives and female soldiers, in all about
three thousand, all well dressed. The
amazons in uniform, armed and accoutred,
squatted on their hams, their long Danish
muskets on end, with the stocks on the
ground. Among the crowd of amazons
were planted twenty-eight crutch sticks,
painted blue, and each ornamented with a
bandanna handkerchief ; these were the
sticks of office of the female troubadours,
and each, in her turn, had to sing the
romance of the history of Dahomey.

Where we stood was a sort of neutral
ground, between the male and female posi-
tion, not allowed to be passed by any male
but the king, who remains, on these occa-
sions, guarded by his amazons. Wallow-
ing in the dirt, throwing dust on their
heads, at our feet were the mayo and ee-

a-voo-gan ; just beyond them, on their
c 3
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THE CUSTOM EE-QUE-AH-EH-BEK,

knees, the toonoonoo and mae-hae-pah, the
former explaining to the latter our rank.
The mae-hae-pah having reported our ar-
rival to the king, we bowed three times,
and facing about, took our position oppo-
site the throne, in a crowd of thousands
of ministers, cabooceers, officers, and sol-
diers (all on their hams), where a table
bearing a silver liquor stand® and glasses,
and, in the rear, chairs, marked our place.
Among the males were also twenty-eight
crutch-sticks of office of as many trouba-
dours.

A strict silence reigned, save when
broken, at short intervals, by the voice of
a herald proclaiming aloud the conquests
of the kings of Dahomey. The scene was
novel, and the dresses (from colour) mag-
nificent in appearance. We were no
sooner seated than two troubadours ad-
vanced and introduced themselves; then
(one at a time) sang, in metrical short

* Tach day was a similar display ; and no doubt

in the king’s idea we were well supplied, liqueurs and
liquors of all kinds, but no wines or light drinks.
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verse, the praises of the monarch — his ex-
ploits in war, his numerous conquests, the
“ glorious” achievements of his ancestors ;
and, as if sweet to the ears of the brother
who had deposed him, desecrated the name
of Adonajah, the dethroned monarch, as
one unfit to reign over a brave warlike
nation such as Dahomey. “ Gezo,” sang
the troubadour, * was the choice of the
nation ! the liberal ! the free-handed ! who
so generous as he? who so brave? Behold
him, the king of kings! Haussoo-lae-beh
Haussoo.” At the mention of his father’s,
or any deceased relative’s, name, all the
cabooceers, ministers, and officers had to
prostrate on the neutral ground and kiss
the dust.

After a lengthened and fabulous account
of the Attapahm war, they sang, in antici-
pation of future wars, “ Who dares insult
the king, and shall not be punished ? There
are three yet to conquer! Abeahkeutah,
Tappur, and Yorubah: let the king name
one, and it shall fall.”

With much ceremony two large cala-
c 4
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bashes, containing the skulls of kings,
ornamented with copper, brass, coral, &e.,
were brought in and placed on the neutral
ground. Some formed the heads of walk-
ing-sticks, distaffs; while those of chiefs
and war-men ornamented drums, umbrel-
las, surmounted standards, and decorated
doorways. They were, on all sides, in
thousands ; these calabashes were placed
on a newly raised heap of earth, which,
we were now told, covered the body of
a victim, sacrificed last night, to be placed
under the pole of the pavilion, to be raised
for his Majesty’s court for to-morrow’s
“custom.” EKach skull, in each of these
calabashes, would form the illustration of
a fearful tragedy; but as all would be
tedious and disgusting I venture to relate
one—the tragic murder of Ah-chardee,
chief of the republic of Jena whose name
has already appeared in this journal.

The mur- On-Sih, king of Jena, died, and the heir-

e S apparent, Dekkon, hated and rcjected by

Gor % the chiefs and people, fled for protection to

Abomey.  Adonajah, king of Dahomey,
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received him with regal state, but refused
to march an army to assist him. Adona-
Jah’s mother was a Jena woman. The
chance of so fruitful a slave hunt was too
tempting to the Dahoman people : already
disgusted with the cruelties of their mon-
arch, they, with one consent, called his
next brother, Gezo, to the throne; and
Adonajah, seized in his harem, was con-
fined in his palace; where, it is said, he
remains to this day, a drunkard and a
sensualist, enjoying every luxury money
can purchase or war seize; wanting, how-
ever, the two great desires of our nature—
liberty and power. The new monarch in-
stantly headed an army, and marched on
what was expected an easy conquest, at-
tended by Dekkon.

In the meantime, Jena had declared her-
self a republic, and Ah-chardee, a brave
and intrepid chief, who had been chosen as
its president, repulsed the Dahoman army
with great slaughter. A second, and a
third year, and the slave hunt, was equally
unsuccessful.

25
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Gezoo now resolved to effect by stratagem
what he had failed to do by force. He
made an amicable peace, and the two chiefs
swore eternal friendship ; in order to
cement which, hostages were sent to Jena,
and the president invited to witness the
Dahomey customs. He came, was loaded
with honours and presents, aud sent back
attended by an army as his guard. A
second year, and again the same farce was
enacted. The third year the hostages were
neither sought for nor sent. The friend-
ship was considered so firm, that Ah-char-
dee brought with him near 1000 traders;
but soon found that a false friend is worse
than a bitter enemy. Received as a chief,
he attended the customs; but on the
“ custom” called Ek-quee-noo-ah-toh, he
was seized, thrown to the executioners, bar-
barously decapitated, and all his traders
made slaves, and many of them sold. Such
is the story of Ah-chardee, whose skull is
confined in a copper casing, and is one of
the highest ornaments of this truly bar-
barian court.
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Dekkon invited, returned to Jena, where
he was seized and beheaded ; the next
annual slave hunt destroyed Jena, whose
people are now wanderers, many of them,
under the republican standard of Abea-
Keutah, * under stone.”

After two males had sung, two females
stepped forward, singing in praise ¢ of
him,” they said, “who gave them birth.
We were women, we are now men ; Gezo
has borne us again, we are his wives, his
daughters, his soldiers, his sandals. War
1s our pastime, — it clothes, it feeds, it is all
to us.” Repeatedly describing some par-
ticular exploit, they would call upon the
multitude to laugh for joy at the glorious
deeds of Gezoo. First the female court ex-
ercised their risible faculties; then the
male set up a laughing chorus; at other
times they called on all to join chorus,
when the din was indescribable, as some fifty
bands chimed in. After a second set of
males had sung, a party of liberated Afri-
cans, dressed in European style, entered the
court-yard, and, standing in front of the

27
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throne uncovered, shouted thrice, Viva el
Rey de Dahomey !

As a sort of interlude, Ah-hop-peh, the
king’s brother, opened a palaver about the
propriety of removing the goods (to be
given away) to the market before the ac-
tual day; that ¢ there were many stran-
gers,” he said, “in the town and the
temptation might be too much for them.”
“Besides,” he added, ““if any body did steal,
even were he a king’s son, he must suffer
death, and that opportunity makes the
thief.” After some discussion about ancient
rules, the king settied the matter by order-
ing that they should be removed at 4 ..
of the morning of the day they were to
be distributed.

At noon the king left his sofa, amid
firing of guns and shouting of courtiers of
both sexes, and, crossing the neutral ground,
drunk a glass of liqueur with us. He was
dressed in a blue flowered satin robe, san-

dals, and a gold-laced slouched hat, and

wore a handsome gold chain. As he drunk
all the male and female warriors danced
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and sung, and fired off muskets; whilst
the eunuchs held up cloths, that no man
might see the king drink.

As each pair of troubadours finished their
song, twenty-eight heads of cowries, twenty-
eight pieces of cloth, four pieces of hand-
kerchiefs, and two gallons of rum were
presented — if to males by the mayo, if
to females by the mae-hae-pah — with a
lengthened speech on the liberality of the
monarch. Who paid them so highly for
remembering the glorious deeds of his an-
cestors? This present was for the two
sergeants and their bands, in all about
thirty people.

Food was passed round to every body,
and a very good luncheon of fowls and
stews sent to us. At 3 p.M., as it rained
very hard, we asked and received permis-
sion to retire. The novelty of the scene
was sufficient to keep away ennui, and
had it not been for the constant repeti-
tion of extreme disgust at the filthy praise
lavished on the monarch, we might have
been more amused.

29
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Arrived at our quarters, we made our
calculation of the whole expenses, allowing
that each of the twenty-eight couples re-
ceived the same present as that already
stated, as we were told the king would send
in the evening his account of them. At
the most liberal allowance we found that
his Majesty might have paid to these keepers
of the records or human archives 1698
dollars” worth of cowries and goods.

In the evening the mayo and ee-a-voo-
gan arrived, followed by several blacks,
carrying baskets of small white cowries,
which we had to count, as they described
the different sums, and their purposes.
The account ran as follows:— Given at
that day’s custom, 7540 heads of cowries
(which, let the reader understand, is about
76 hogsheads of cowries), 644 pieces of
cloth, 92 iron armlets, 140 bottles of rum.
That the king had thrown away that morn-
ing 400 heads of cowries to the people, and
40 pieces of cloth, and intended to scramble
that night 800 heads of cowries. That
the whole of the day’s expenses to the
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monarch were to the amount of 26,000 dol-
lars !

I had expected his Majesty would en-
deavour to the utmost to deceive us with
regard to his wealth, but this was too
much ; so sweeping the whole from the
table, I told them, in plain English, they
lied, and that if they could not bring
truth, we would not think the better of
them for telling such ridiculous falsehoods ;
and the sequel will show that such was the
proper course. They never pursued this
course a second time; and when they
brought the grand total for the whole cus-
toms, it but little exceeded what they
tried to make us believe had been dis-
bursed in one day !

These extraordinary exaggerations have
been before too well believed, and hence
it is that this monarch’s wealth has been
so much enhanced: I believe it is quoted
at 300,000 dollars a year!! -

God help the mark! I fear his Majesty
would decapitate the half of his prisoners
of war instead of a tithe, if he had such
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an income in place of an exchequer re-
plenished, or not, at the slave-hunt. Before
he took leave for the day, the mayo desired,
on pain of death, that no one should walk

out during that night, as the king was

going to sacrifice. The terms used by the
mayo must not be regarded as a threat,
but as a friendly warning; for when the
drum or gong passes through the streets to
announce the commencement of the sacri-

. fices, all who are found out of their houses

are immediately seized and added to the
list of victims. In the night, such a fate
might by accident have befallen even a
white man. Gezo, we are assured, has no
delight in human sacrifices, and continues
these awful scenes solely out of deference to
ancient national customs. To-night he is
to decapitate six.
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PART - 11.

THE EK-BAH-TONG-EK-BEH, OR DISPLAY OF THE
KING'S WEALTH.

It was little more than seven o’clock of the
morning when, on May 30th, we were in-
formed that a royal messenger had arrived
to summon us to the palace to witness the
custom to be performed on this day — the
Ek-bah-tong-ek-beh, or display of the king’s
wealth. At a little distance from our gate,
the road was fenced off, and a guard set
on the temporary gate, so as to prevent
any one from entering who was not in-
vited to bear a part in the proceedings of
the day. They who wished to inspect the
royal treasure and goods, which were to
be shown to the people, assembled in the
Ahjahee market-place. When we arrived
in the palace-square, at the foot of the
ladder leading to the palaver-house, on each
VOL. 1L D
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side were three human heads recently de-
capitated, the blood still oozing ; on the
threshold of the entrance gate was a pool
of blood from six human sacrifices, over
which we had to step. In the square was
a huge model of an elephant caparisoned
on wheels, on which the king is drawn
when going short journeys. The king
never walks, nor rides on horseback; but

1s either carried in a hammock or drawn

on this elephant orin a carriage or wheeled
chair. In the centre of the court-yard
stood a crimson tent or pavilion forty feet
high, ornamented with emblems of human
and bullock’s heads, skulls, and other de-
vices equally barbarous and disgusting.
On the top was the figure of a Dahoman
standard-bearer (or half-heads, as they are
called, having half their heads shaved),
bearing a standard, having for a device a
skull in a calabash, standing on three other
skulls. About the yard were many flags,
of all colours, some bearing, as their de-
vices, men cutting off others’ heads, and
others tying prisoners, and many national
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flags, amongst which last were several
union-jacks.

In and about the pavilion were the fe-
male host of ministers, cabooceers, ama-
zons, wives, and virgins. The king had
not arrived; all were gaily dressed, and,
as yesterday, squatted, armed, and ac-
coutred.

On the neutral ground, where we stood,
facing the pavilion (while the mayo and
ee-a-voo-gan grovelled in the dust, like
Chinese mandarins ko-towing to the royal
chair), roamed an ostrich, an emu, several
dwarfs, hunchbacks, and albinos, besides
troops of dogs almost of every country and
variety. Having bowed three times, and
exchanged signs with those two grave
functionaries, diviners, and exchangers of
the mysteries of the opposite sexes, the
mae-hae-pah and too-noo-noo, we faced about
and beheld much the same scene as that of
yesterday, except that it was encircled by
a far more gaudily dressed assemblage of
chiefs and soldiers, grouped under umbrellas

of every hue. All the ministers and caboo-
D 2
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ceers were arrayed in red striped flowing
robes, laden with necklaces of coral and
other beads. Fach wore a scimetar, a
short sword, and a club.

Presently, under a salute of twenty-one
guns fired from musketoons and small
brass pieces within the court and cannon
outside, the king arrived, dressed in a
white silk flowing robe, flowered in blue,
and a gold-laced hat, and tock his seat
on a sofa under the pavilion. TForthwith,
the bands struck up, and the heralds pro-
claimed that Gezo, the Leopard and the
Hawk, had taken his place; fifty-eight
ministers and cabooceers at the same time
marched passed three times in single file,
and at the third time all prostrated and
kissed the dust. So soon as this ceremony
was concluded, the business of the day
commenced, the Ek-bah-tong-ek-beh (¢ car-
rying goods to market”). This is a public
display of the monarch’s wealth, carried
on the heads of slaves through the town
to the market, and back again. The pro-
cession consisted of between 6000 and
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~ 7000 people ; and in order to give an entire
description of this despot’s wealth, a pro-
gramme of the whole will be annexed,
while I shall, in this journal, merely give
an outline.

After the tedious prostrations of every
officer, from the cabooceers to eunuchs, had
been brought to a close, the king left his
throne, and passing the neutral ground,
came towards us. We rose to salute him;
and after a few compliments, and explana-
tions that owing to the heavy appearance of
the weather the dresses were by no means
gay, he returned to his throne. Some more
prostrations of native traders from Whydah
and Haussa Malams followed, and whilst
some fourteen liberated Africans shouted
Viva el rey, 200 male and 200 female offi-
cers kissed the dust. Forty female standard
bearers next passed, preceding his Majesty’s
female relations, who all kissed the dust;
and then followed in single file 2539
women, carrying various articles : then 1590
carried cowries. Many bore silver orna-

ments of all kinds; some large and ill-
D 3
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shaped, fashioned by Dahoman artisans.
Lest we should not fully appreciate his
supposed wealth, Hootoojee and the king’s
artisan brother were seated in our vicinity
to explain the value of the various articles.
A reference to the programme will satisfy
the reader that his Majesty could not have
formed any precise idea of the actual use
of some portions of his wealth, or he would
not have exposed them to enhance the idea
of his riches; a few carriages were drawn
past, and, at intervals, ladies of the harem
trooped by, attended by guards of amazons,
* the royal banner, and all the pride, pomp,
and circumstance of glorious war,” such
as drums ornamented with one or two dozen
skulls, interlaced with jaw bones. One
umbrella, that shaded a sable princess, was
decorated with 148 human jaw bones, and
many of these ladies, besides being attended
by slaves carrying swords and shields,
bearing these ghastly ornaments, carried at
their girdles each a polished skull drinking-
cup: these latter groups did not leave the
yard, but took up their positions under



OR DISPLAY OF THE KING'S WEALTH.

trees, and, in opera style, sang and danced
at times. Towards the evening, some 2000
amazons were collected in close column,
under arms, and in their front all the
ladies of the royal family and harem.
Mingled with the procession would be
groups of females from various parts of
Africa, each performing the peculiar dance,
of her country. When these were not being
performed, the ladies would now seize their
shields and dance a shield-dance; then a
musket, a sword, a bow and arrow dance,
in turns. Sometimes one would step for-
ward and harangue the monarch in verse,
whilst the chorus was taken up by all,
the amazons and the rest of the people ;
and, lastly, having expended all their praises,
they called upon the king to come out
and dance with them, and they did not call
in vain.

The monarch, although a stately figure,
is by no means a good dancer, yet what
a king performs courtiers will ever ap-
prove. Loud shouts of applause crowned

the royal exertions, and amid the din of
D 4
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firing, shouting, singing, and dancing, his
majesty, hidden as wusual by cloths from
public gaze, drank to his sable thousands
of wives. The dance was a working of all
the muscles of the body, the hands and
feet moving to a quick step; there is no-
thing graceful, nor strikingly active, while
to dance well requires great muscular la-
bour.

These scenes were very enlivening, and
certainly the most picturesque and theatri-
cal of any out-of-door féte I have ever
witnessed in any part of the world; but
there was no wealth, no riches in reality,
although the gaudy colours were equally
pleasing to the eye. The collection of a
country fair in England, carried in a simi-
lar manner, would by far have exceeded
the wealth displayed, and the dresses of a
minor theatre would, except in silver and
coral, have excelled in point of value and
show. Yet, in a country like Dahomey, it
was an immense collection.

During the day, rum and food were dis-
tributed to all, and, as usual, a luncheon
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was supplied to us. Our luncheon consists,
daily, of fowl soup in a washhand-basin,
and, generally, stewed fowls, mutton, be-
sides a host of country dishes, rife with
palm oil and peppers, yam, and cassado;
the knives and forks I was strongly tempted
to steal, as they were worthy, in point of
antiquity, of the British Museum, and, like
many of the royal treasures, might have
been the property of Tocoodoonoo, the
founder of Dahomey. Liquors and liqueurs
were always before us.

The procession and groups consisted of
between 6000 and 7000 people, and the
amount of money displayed in cowries
(the currency of Dahomey) was 5000 dol-
lars, which, I should say from my ex-
perience, would be the whole of the royal
exchequer, in that form of money.

There was much to disgust the white
man in the number of human skulls and
jaw bones displayed; but can the reader
imagine twelve unfortunate human beings
lashed hand and foot, and tied in small
canoes and baskets, dressed in clean white
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dresses, with a high red cap, carried on the
heads of fellow-men.

These and an alligator and a cat were
the gift of the monarch to the people —
prisoners of war, whose only crime was that
they were of the nation of Attahpahm, which
nation Dahomey had picked out for de-
struction ; and we victis! These men were
not soldiers, but agriculturists, not living
in the protection of a town, nor found
under arms, but discovered peaceably in
possession of their farms; they had seen
the aged of their families murdered, and
the young and strong seized, and being
chosen, were to become the sacrifices to the
vitiated appetites of the soldiers, made by
the monarch, who, to show his liberality,
presented able-bodied, strong men as vic-
tims.

When carried round the court, they bore
the gaze of their enemies without shrinking;
at the foot of the throne they halted, while
the mayo presented each with a head of
cowries, extolling the munificence of the
monarch, who sent it to them to purchase
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a last meal, for to-morrow they were to
die.

About three it rained hard, and we re-
tired with much food for contemplation.

During the day, the mae-hae-pah and too-
noo-noo were continually employed in pass-
ing messages from the king to us, concern-
ing the different articles displayed. Much
rum was distributed to the various attend-
‘ants, and about 800 dollars in cowries to
the different groups.

43
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PART III.

THE EEK-QUE-NOO-AH-TOH-MEH. — THE HUMAN
SACRIFICES.

Ox the last day of May commenced the
custom of the Ek-que-noo-ah-toh-meh, or
throwing the presents from the Ah-toh.
It is on this day that the human sacrifices
are offered by the king, his gifts to his
people. In the centre of the Ah-jah-ee
marketplace, a platform was erected twelve
feet in height, enclosed by a parapet breast
high. The whole was covered with cloths
of all colours, and surmounted by tents,
gaudy umbrellas, and banners of varied
hues and devices, among which, as usual,
were several union jacks. On the west
front of the Ah-toh, which must have been
at least 100 feet square, was a barrier
of the prickly acacia, and within this the
victims for the day’s sacrifice lashed in bas-
kets and canoes as on yesterday. A dense
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THROWING THE PRESENTS.

naked mob occupied the area, whilst a
guard of soldiers prevented them from
bearing down the barrier. Beyond in all
directions were groups of people collected
round the banners and umbrellas of the
different ministers and cabooceers.

The naked mob consisted of the soldiers
of the king, his brothers and sons, the
ministers and higher cabooceers: each
carried a grass cloth bag round his waist ;
and the actual business of the day was a
public display of the generosity of the
king, who scrambles goods of all kinds
among these warriors.

The king had preceded us, and, as we
took our seats under a canopy to the right
of the Ah-toh, his Majesty appeared on
the platform, under the shade of a hand-
some umbrella of crimson velvet and gold,
dressed in an old black waistcoat, a white
night-cap, and a cloth round his loins;
and was greeted with loud shouts from the
military expectants, who now formed into
bands, and carrying their officers on their
shoulders, marched past the royal posi-
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tion, the king’s own taking the lead : this
they did three times and then halted en
masse, in all about 3000, immediately under
the king’s position, who harangued them
on the impropriety of fighting during the
scramble, and having thrown a few cowries
by way of trial, commanded us to join him.

Ascending the ladder, the appearance
was truly novel: in three separate heaps,
in different parts of the platform, were
3000 heads of cowries, several heaps of
cloths, rum in kegs, and rolls of tobacco :
one side was occupied by tents for the
royal wives. While others were grouped
about in different parts of the platform,
in gaudy dresses, at the upper end stood
the king surrounded by his ministers, and
at the lower were, under canopies of
showy umbrellas, two tables bearing liquors
and glasses, one for the cha-cha, the other
for ourselves. After taking our seats, we
were directed to stand under an umbrella
facing the mob, and now commenced in
real earnest the scramble, the king la-
bouring hard, throwing now cowries, cloth,
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tobacco, &c. The cowries appeared to be
the property of the lucky ones who caught
them, but the cloths were instantly handed
to the riders, and if not, a fight ensued
that was terrible to behold.

The naked multitude emitted an efflu-
vium only to be compared to the fetid
atmosphere of a slave ship; and as the
mass oscillated there arose a vapour like the
miasma of a swamp, as they were perfectly
bathed with perspiration.

Besides throwing gifts to the soldiers,
his Majesty was all smiles, and liberality in
his donations to the ministers, and a num-
ber of others (as a reference to the pro-
oramme will show) ; but to no one was any
large sum given. At one time he sent us
a basket containing ten heads of cowries
and two pieces of cloth as a present, and
at another a constant supply of cowrles
and cloths to scramble among the mob.

Among the recipients of the royal bounty
were two kings and several ambassadors,
including one from Ashantee, called * Cocoa
Sautee.”
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Towards noon the brigantine on wheels
was drawn up outside the mob, and a boat
on wheels put off to discharge her cargo of
rum, tobacco and cowries, which were
added to the heaps on the platform. The
king’s party of soldiers keeping together
were evidently the principal recipients,
and we soon found that something like an
equal distribution among them was aimed
at. A captain of musquetoon-men named
Poh-veh-soh, at once a military officer,
court fool and headsman, caught my at-
tention, and I threw him three pieces of
cloth full of cowries ; on receiving the third,
he was ordered off the ground. Rum was
distributed to the élite on the platform ;
and a breakfast provided for us, besides
food for the ministers and wives.

By two o’clock, one of the heaps of 1000
heads of cowries had been thrown away,
and part of another given to the higher
classes. Some three or four hundred pieces
of cloth, a few kegs of rum, and rolls of
tobacco having also disappeared, his Majesty
retired to rest awhile.



THE HUMAN SACRIFICES.

Would to God that I could here close

the account of this day’s proceedings,
simply detailing the barbarous policy of
raising the worst passions of man, in order
to make people believe in the profuse distri-
bution of a pay, which, if doled out indi-
vidually, would be a mere pittance. The
crowd can have no idea of the sum
scrambled for ; all they know 1is, that a
continuous shower is kept up for seven
hours, and they consider it must be im-
mense. Even if a man gets none, he is
content to know that he has been unfor-
tunate ; and, should he proclaim his ill luck,
he would not be believed, each supposing
the other to be disguising the real quan-
tity he has gained.

During the royal absence a dead silence
reigned as if by general consent ; when by
accident it was broken, it was reinforced
by the eunuchs sounding their metal bells,
tolling the knell of eleven human beings.
Out of fourteen now brought on the plat-
form, we, the unworthy instruments of the
Divine will succeeded in saving the lives of

VOL. II. E
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THE EK-QUE-NOO-AH-TOH-MEH.

three. Lashed as we described before, these
sturdy men met the gaze of their persecu-
tors, with a firmness perfectly astonishing.
Not a sigh was breathed. In all my life I
never saw such coolness so near death. It
did not seem real, yet it soon proved fright-
fully so. One hellish monster placed his
finger to the eyes of a victim who hung
down his head, but, finding no moisture,
drew upon himself the ridicule of his fiend-
ish coadjutors. Ten of the human offer-
ings to the bloodthirsty mob, and an alli-
gator and a cat, were guarded by soldiers,
the other four by amazons.

In the mean time the king returned,
and, callihg us from our seats at the further
end of the platform, asked if we would wish
to witness the sacrifice. With horror we
declined, and begged to be allowed to save
a portion of them. After some conversa-
tion with his courtiers, seeing him wavering,
I offered him a hundred dollars each for the

first and last of the ten, while, at the same
time, Mr. Beecroft made a similar offer for

the first of the four, which was accepted,



THE HUMAN SACRIFICES.

and the three were immediately unlashed
from their precarious position, but forced
to remain spectafors of the horrid deed to
be done on their less fortunate countrymen.
What must have been their thoughts ?

The king insisted on our viewing the
place of sacrifice. Immediately under the
royal stand, within the brake of acacia
bushes, stood seven or eight fell ruffians,
some armed with clubs, others with scime-
tars, grinning horribly. As we approached,
the mob yelled fearfully, and called upon
the king to ¢ feed them, they were hungry.”
It was at a similar exhibition that Achardee
(President of Jena), while looking into the
pit with the king, was seized, thrown down,
and murdered on the spot. Disgusted be-
yond the powers of description, we retired
to our seats, where also the cha-cha had
retreated ; not so his brothers, for I regret
to say they remained delighted spectators
of the agonies of the death of these inno-
cent victims.

“ The parent Sun himself
Seems o’er this world of slaves to tyrannize ;
E 2
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THE EK-QUE-NOO-AH-TOH-MEH,

And, with oppressive ray the roseate bloom

Of beauty blasting, gives the gloomy hue

And feature gross; or worse, to ruthless deeds,

Mad jealousy, blind rage, and fell revenge

Their fervid spirit fires.”

THoMSON'S Summer.
As we reached our seats, a fearful yell

rent the air. The victims were held high
above the heads of their bearers, and the
naked ruffians thus acknowledged the mu-
nificence of their prince. Silence again
ruled, and the king made a speech, stating
that of his prisoners he gave a portion to
his soldiers, as his father and grandfather
had done before. These were Attahpahms.
Having called their names, the one near-
est was divested of his clothes, the foot
of the basket placed on the parapet, when
the king gave the upper part an impetus,
and the victim fell at once into the pit
beneath. A fall of upwards of twelve feet
might have stunned him, and before sense
could return the head was cut off, and the
body thrown to the mob, who, now armed
with clubs and branches, brutally mu-
tilated, and dragged it to a distant pit,
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THE HUMAN SACRIFICES.

where it was left as food for the beasts
and birds of prey. After the third victim
had thus been sacrificed, the king retired,
and the chiefs and slave-dealers completed
the deed which the monarch blushed to
finish. '

There was not even the poor excuse
that these men had committed a crime, or
even borne arms against the Dahomans.
No ; they were murdered, innocent men, at
least as far as their barbarous tyrant knew ;
and if not, may God forgive them in the
world to come !

As we descended the ladder, we came on
another scene of this tragedy. Each in the
basket in which the victim had sat a few
moments before, lay the grizzly bleeding
heads, five on one side, six on the other.
We could not have expected any mercy
would have been shown, and therefore
were prepared for this spectacle.

Murder must work its own suppression ;
and a nation that practises such foul deeds
will, it is to be hoped, soon be forced to

mend its ways and change its customs.
E 3
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“ There is no sure foundation set in blood,
No certain life achiev’d by others’ death.”

The expenses of the day to the king in
all did not exceed 2,000 dollars, as heaps of
cowries and other articles were still on the
platform when we left, and all was over.
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PART 1V.

_THE CUSTOM EK-BEH-SOH-EK-BEH, OR ‘ FIRING
THE GUNS.”

June 1.— ArTER the distressing excitement The review
of the tragedy of the sacrifices, it was with ied
no little feeling of relief, that, on our re-

turn to the scene of yesterday’s slaughter,

we found the platform of the sacrifices
removed, and the ground in course of
being prepared for the great review, called

the ek-beh-soh ek-beh. The stench of the
blood still, however, pervaded the spot
from which the slain had not been removed.

The Ah-jah-hee market was now covered
with numerous bodies of troops, male and
female, forming and marching past our
position in slow time. We thus had an
opportunity of carefully counting their
numbers, and made them out to be in all
rather less than 7,000 under arms, of

which 4,400 were males and the remainder
E 4



THE EK-BEH-SOH-EK-BEH.

amazons. All were armed, accoutred, and
dressed as nearly as possible alike, in blue
and white tunics, short trowsers and caps,
bearing the different devices of their regi-
ments. First came the retainers of each
cabooceer, then those of the ministers, the
king’s sons and brothers, and lastly, of the
king. |
The order was thus in each squadron :

the armed men, the standard, stool, and
other insignia, and then the officer under

his umbrella of state, followed by a band.
The amazons next marched by in similar
array; each army had in its war drums,
standards, war-stools, shields ornamented
with human skulls, and other ghastly em-

blems of barbarous warfare.

Scarcely had the whole passed than the
king arrived on the ground, carried in a
state hammock with gaudy hangings. His
Majesty was in tunic and short trowsers:
the only ornaments were neat military ac-
coutrements. To-day the whole nation was
military ; mother, wife, daughter, minister,
even the hunchbacks and dwarfs, were
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THE REVIEWS.

strutting by in all the pride of military
array.

The king took his seat under a canopy
of umbrellas, and placed us on his right:
about the royal person were the ministers
and high military officers; at the foot of
the throne sat the too-noo-noo; and now in
the distance, ready at call, appeared the
mae-hae-pah, a soldier too. As soon as
the king was seated, the troops, male and
female, marched past in quick time; 77
banners and 160 huge umbrellas enliven-
ing the scene ; while 55 discordant bands,
and the shouts of the soldiers as they hailed
the king en passant, almost deafened the
observers.

The royal male regiments separating
from the main body, headed by an emblem
of a leopard on a staff, skirmished towards
the royal canopy, keeping up a constant
independent fire. In advance was a band
of blunderbuss-men in long green grass
cloaks, for bush service. Halting in front,
they held aloft their muskets with one
hand, while with the other they rattled a
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THE EK-BEH-SOH-EK-BEH.

small metal bell, which each soldier carried,
and yelled and shouted. Some having light
ornamented pieces, flung them into the air,
to catch them again. This is the Dahoman
salute; and in answer to it, his Majesty
left his war-stool, and, placing himself at
their head, danced a war-dance. First, he
received a musket and fired it, then danced,
advanced, and retired; he then crept cau-
tiously forward, and, standing on tiptoe,
reconnoitred ; this he did several times,
dancing each time a retreat: at last,
making certain of the position of the
enemy, he received and fired a musket,
and this was the signal for all, with a war-
cry, to rush on and recommence firing.
On -their recall, having again saluted, the
king returned to his tent, and told us he
had been to war.

The soldiers next saluted Domingo José
Martins, the slave-dealer, who had just ar-
rived from Whydah in sixteen hours (hav-
ing placed relays of hammockmen along
the road). They thanked him for muskets
and powder he had given them for the
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last war. Again they danced, saluted, and

marched off.

The amazons now advanced in the same The ama-

order, and having saluted the king he dance and
joined them, and again performed a war e
dance. They also sang in praise of the
liberality of the slave-dealer, who gave
them muskets and powder to make war
upon innocent neighbours; to enrich him-
self by supplying the market with slaves.
These are the evils to uproot: and yet this
very man is directly trading with, and re-
ceives these muskets and this powder from,
British agents in British shipping. The
chorus of their song ran as follows: —

“ Dae mee goo
Scotoo ah noo
Ah dae mee Gaezoo.”

Which may be thus translated :

Domingo
Gave us muskets and powder
To fight for Gezo.

After much firing, the amazons took
position to the left, and having formed a
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canopy in the centre for their officers, who
sat on stools, squatted on their hams. In
this undignified but usual position, with
their long Danish muskets standing up like
a forest, they remained observers of the
remainder of the operation. This now
became a sort of military levee, at which
each chief prostrated before the king, in-
troduced his officers, and reported the num-
bers of his retainers.

Having taken ground at the further end
of the field, one at a time, the squadrons
enfiladed between two fetish houses, and
commenced an independent open fire, and
deploying into line, passed to the right of
the royal stool, while the officers came up
at double quick time, prostrated them-
selves, danced, fired muskets, and then re-
ceived each as a mark of favour a bottle of
rum. After the cabooceers had thus passed,
the ministers performed the same ceremony.
Among them was Sefior Ignatio Da Souza,
the slave-dealer and cabooceer, at the head
of his brother the cha-cha's levies. As they
danced down towards the royal seat, the
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king left his throne, and went out and
danced with him.

A regiment advanced guarding the idols
of the military fetishes, the king again left his
stool, and poured some rum on black pud-
dings of human blood which were carried
by the fetish priests. -At seven the last body
had passed, that of the mayo’s company of
300 men, which ended the review.

Order and discipline were observable
throughout, uniform and good accoutre-
ments general, and except In the most
civilised countries in the world, and even
there as regarded the order of the multi-
tude, no review could have gone off better.
There was no delay, no awkwardness, no
accident : aides-de-camp were rushing about
with orders ; it was noble and extremely
interesting. Every facility was offered us
towards acquiring information, and, except
an exaggeration in numbers, truly given.
The king has great pride in his army and
often turned to us with an inquiring eye
as the amazons went through their evolu-
tions: he is justly proud of these female
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VISIT OF THE MAYO.

guards, who appear in every way to rival
the male.

June 2nd. — Sunday, and by good luck
no barbarous customs enacted that we
were called upon to witness, although an
intimation that we were not to walk abroad
at night, told of foul murder. The mayo
called. He is a little old man with good
Roman features, nothing of the negro,
about seventy-five years of age, and a con-
firmed slave-dealer, his forefathers were,
and he has been such all his life. Here is a
difficulty : the power of the mayo 1s very
great, the monarch dare not enter into a
treaty unless the miegan and the mayo co-
incide. The miegan, a man of forty, is also
a slave-dealer by descent, as also are the
camboodee and ee-a-voo-gan, reaping all
the benefits, and deriving luxuries, from a
trade of which they have not sense to know
the horrors. In conversation, the minister
complained that British goods could not be
had in the same quality as those sold in
former years; and, producing a piece half
silk half cotton, he said the king had had
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it twenty years, and had directed him to
ask if we could procure more. Having
explained to him that an honest-minded
British merchant would not trade with
slave-dealers, and that such as did trade
could not be expected to offer good articles,
we promised to make a note of the royal
wish.

Mr. Beecroft showed him some silk hand-
kerchiefs, such as are bartered on the
rivers, and told him if he would grow palm
oil he might have ship-loads of such; and
explained to him the position of the natives
in those countries that had relinquished
the barbarous infamous slave trade, and
had become civilised by intercourse with
honest traders, and the all-civilising pow-
ers of trade, but I fear to little purpose.
Pocketing two gold rings and a handker-
chief he bid us good-bye, explaining that
the slave trade was very lucrative, and
it would take some time to grow the palm-
trees.

June 3rd. — At half-past seven we entered
the palace yard of Dange-lah-cordeh. At the
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THE EEK-BAH-TONG-EK-BEH,

steps of the palaver house were again six
newly cut off heads, and a pool of human
blood lay clotted on the threshold of the
entrance-gate. To-day was a repetition of
the custom called ¢ ek-bah-tong-ek-beh,”
“ carrying goods to market,” and a beau-
tiful day.

As we enterad there was a perfect blaze
of dress; the ministers in long cloaks of
crimson silk velvet, highly ornamented
with gold embroidery. The king wore a
large slouched hat, covered with gold lace
and tassels, a satin white robe, with blue
flowers, and sandals almost of solid silver;
you could not see the leather. The ama-
zons were in scarlet and crimson tunics,
and their officers ornamented with gold
embroidery.

The principal ladies of the harem, and
elderly female ministers, and those holding
the rank of royal mother, grandmother,
&c., up to the sixteenth generation, were
magnificently dressed in silks, satins, and
velvets, hats and plumes of the time of
Charles the Second. DBut these rich dresses
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did not save the wearers from the eternal
prostration. As before, the amazons to-
wards the afternoon had collected round
some trees, and in front were the paussee,
a collection of royal wives, who sang,
danced, and declaimed at intervals, in the
fashion of an opera;- while the procession
passed carrying goods to market, for the
particulars of which the reader must turn
to the Appendix.

Many of the articles were the same, ex-
cept that for the cowries, cloths, silks, and
satins were substituted. A great number
of carriages were drawn past, of all sizes,
from the family coach to the Bath chair,
some handsomely carved: one, a glass-
coach, the handiwork of Hoo-ton-gee, a na-
tive artist — a square with four large glass
windows, on wheels. Some of the positions
taken up were beautifully picturesque.

The too-noo-noo and mae-hae-pah were
very busy between the king’s and our posi-
tion, carrying reports of the value and age
of different articles. Among the display
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was a wooden model of a hill in the Kan-
garoo country, considered by the natives
impregnable, but taken by storm by the
Dahoman amazons. To inspect this we
were called to the neutral ground.

The late Mr. Duncan, with a military
eye, requested to be allowed to view this
fortress, as he travelled by it attended by
a Dahoman guard, on his way to the Kong
Mountains ; the request was indignantly
refused, with an intimation that he had
better quit the neighbourhood as early as
possible. For this ¢ insult” the king of
Dahomey made war. The hill was sur-
mounted by a large city built on a table
land, perpendicular in the rear and sides,
and sloping down to a point in front; this
was guarded by a high stone rampart,
and entered only by one gate. On the hill
were two tanks for water in case of siege,
and on the right side a deep cave for the
besieged to retreat to. On this side the
rampart was escaladed by “ Ee-ah-wae,” one
of the amazon generals, who, as ‘ English
mother,” had the post of honour; and her
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club of office is planted on the model,
where it stands out of all proportion.

We were next called to inspect a bat-
tery of wall picces and blunderbusses, be-
sides a seven-barrelled arquebuse. His
Majesty sent to say that he wanted a few
more ; but, said the mayo, pointing to one
with a percussion lock, not of that useless
kind, but flint locks.

Towards the close his Majesty invited
us into his tent, to the undisguised asto-
nishment of 200 wives and virgins who
squatted around the throne, a large sofa,
on which were some European children’s
toys, as dogs and cats, and over which was
a pure white large umbrella. Although the
tent was forty feet high, and very thick,
several dimple-faced ladies sat under crim-
son velvet parasols, covered with jewels.
These were the favourite wives. His Ma-
jesty having explained to us that the tent
was very old, requested me, as I was going
to Ingland, to convey his hopes that her
Majesty would send him out two more.

The whole procession having passed, and
F 2
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all the actors being on the stage, now sing-
ing and shouting a chorus to a laudatory
lay of an ex-wife of the chamber, at 6 »..
we took leave, attended to the centre of
the outer court by the king and all his
court, and were directed to take dinner,
and be ready to attend his Majesty on a
night excursion.

The night At 7 we again started, and followed the

TP royal host of males, the amazon host bring-
ing up the rear, to the Ah-jah-ee market,
where the king and nobles assembled to
eat pork puddings in a temporary canvass
shed. We were supplied with a large
calabash full of these dainties, but as it
was very dark we did not eat of them.
The king sent us a present of four heads
of cowries, and, taking leave, we reached
home at 10. His Majesty’s expenses in
gifts would be about 300 dollars’ worth of
cowries.

June 4th. — By royal desire, we at-
tended this morning to measure the tent
and sofa, and take a plan of it, that the
new ones should be like it. In the yard
were arranged 800 heads of cowries, and
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about one pipe of rum ; these, we were told,
were to pay the parties employed yester-
day, and about 200 heads were given away
before we left. In the evening the mayo,
whom we had been constantly attacking on
the subject, brought the three victims we
purchased. The reason they had not been
sent before was obvious from the emaciated
appearance of one, who was suffering from
dysentery brought on by fright; we gave
him some diarrhea powder, which soon
relieved him, and we clothed and fed the
whole.

June 5th. — Every morning we rise at
daylight, and take a long walk. The roads
in all directions are beautiful, and the
scenery still more so; in the immediate
neighbourhood the farms are very neat,
and the cultivation in high order; game is
abundant, and constantly rising close to
the road. At 7 we take a cigar, and
breakfast at 8; then, unless a custom day,
write until 4, walk till 6, and dine; after
which stroll till 8; then a cigar, a glass of

grog, and to bed.
F 3
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Several grandees, besides sending their
sticks in the morning, have called ; among
them, the Chief of the Hunchbacks, who is
a great man. Numbers of the royal family
have also paid us visits; but as each expects
a present, we are not over-anxious for the
honour. To-day the king’s artisan brother
called, and, seeing he had interrupted us
in our writing, soon took leave, saying, “1I
am a working man myself, and when em-
ployed do not like visitors.”

When we are out walking everybody is
very civil indeed ; yet the king directs our
interpreters, on pain of punishment, not to
let us go alone: thus we have, generally,
three or four followers. This is not so much
with an idea that any one would insult us,
as that we might infringe on the jealousy
of the fetish men by unguardedly entering
into the precincts of sacred ground. Thus,
for instance, on leaving the Cannah gate
one morning, I found one of the two roads
which lead from it closed by a spar laid
across ; passing down the other, I was told
this was the first day of the new moon, and
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that the road would be closed until the next
moon, when the thoroughfare would again
be changed. If a native passes this sacred
ground with his hat on, he is seized, and,
unless he can pay pretty handsomely, kept
in prison, and sold to pay his debts there
incurred. ,

June 6th. — We are constantly annoyed
in our walks at finding one or other of the
roads closed ; and, as for attempting some
leading to the palace, we find that almost
useless ; the bells of the sable beauties are
constantly warning man to run and hide
himself. I was one morning near three
quarters of an hour endeavouring to enter
the Cumassee gate, from the constant suc-
cession of royal wives carrying food from
one palace to the other. This morning, as
we were leaving, we were desired not to
go to the eastward, as 4000 of the king’s
wives (amazons, &c.) were gone forth to
bathe.

A body of liberated Africans called upon
us; some had paid 300 dollars in Bahia

and Rio for their freedom, men from Y ori-
F 4
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bah and Bornou, and had landed in high

hopes of reaching their country. Such was
not their lot ; they were compelled to trade
in Whydah ; nor can they leave it, unless
with the chance of being again sold, if
caught by the Dahoman guards. They are
obliged to give up their trade, and attend
the annual customs, spending, as they ex-
plained, their year’s gains in the journey.
Many of them are slave-dealers ; indeed,
one of the greatest slave-merchants, José
Almeida, is one of their class. An African,
a soi-disant servant now of Hutton and Co.,
arrived on a mission from that house to
the king, concerning some duties paid for
the trade at Badagry; this is the man

‘spoken of in my former journal, a well-

known “friend” to the slave-trade.

June Tth.— Walked to a country called
Dehkon, the hereditary possession of the
viceroy of Whydah; but the king, who is
father of the nation, takes great liberties
with his subjects’ rights and privileges.
On appointing' Daghah to the vice-regal
stool at Whydah, the king called upon his
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second brother to assume the chiefdom of
the clan (for such is the proper term for
African families), and Dagbah has now
the privilege of being considered lord and
master only when, as the eldest son, he
makes the yearly sacrifice to the tombs of
his ancestors, and keeps customs for his
whole clan. This is a custom observed by reast of
all Dahomans; and they set a table, as sy g
they term it, and invite friends to eat with
the dececased relatives, whose spirits are
supposed to move round and partake of
the good things of this life. Even my
interpreter, Madi-ki Lemon, who pretends
to despise the belief in fetish, sets a table
to his ancestors, and will tell you that his
grand or great-grandfather, Corporal Lemon,
makes a meal on this occasion which will
last him till the next annual feast.

At half past nine, we again entered The custom

of paying

the palace of Dange-lah-cordeh. We were the mi-

: ‘ nisters and
ushered into an inner court, the door of great

; : flicers.
which was ornamented with two human °7°"
skulls.  The court was in shape a paral-

lelogram, one of the lengthened sides being
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occupied by a long low-roofed building,
in the centre of which were two canopies
of coloured cloths, one for the king and
his first wives, the other for the females
of the blood royal. At the further end
stood three small tents, the centre one
surmounted by a large silver ostrich, with
outstretched wings, under which were two
real ostrich’s eggs; the other two covering
each a large glass chandelier. As usual
there was a neutral ground, on one side of
which sat the amazons; on the other we
occupied the principal position, surrounded
by ministers, &c. On the neutral ground
were the ornamented skulls of kings; and
on their knees, engrossed in serious con-
verse, the too-noo-noo and mae-hae-pah.
As usual the mayo and ee-a-voo-gan were
prostrate in the dirt, while we bowed to
the king; and a band of singers and
music called upon the assemblage to look
with pride at their king, visited by ambas-
sadors of all nations and colours.

We were no sooner seated, as usual with
several bottles of strong waters at our dis-
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posal, than a herald stepped forward, and
called the camboodee (treasurer) and too-
n00-n00 (eunuch), who, prostrating, crawled
to a crimson velvet cloth in front of the
royal seat, on each side of which they sat
to superintend the disbursements which
the generosity of the monarch bestowed
on his officers. The herald having called
the miegan, who was sick, next called the
mayo. The aged minister flung himself into
the dust, and crawled on to the crimson
cloth, where he knelt, and received in his
robe (a handsome highly embroidered sky-
blue cloth) from the royal hand 16,000
cowrles, and 8 dollars, with which he stag-
gered to the rear, when, having counted
them, he returned, knelt, and threw dirt on
his head and arms. What a state of sub-
Jection, when it is understood that this man
pays 2000 heads of cowries annually to the
king !

In this way followed the several mini-
sters, cabooceers, traders, and high offi-
cers, a list of whom is annexed ; the greater
part receiving only a head and a half of
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cowries, but all performing the same de-
grading and disgusting ceremony. The
royal bounty was extended to strangers;
the cha-cha and ourselves received each six
heads of cowries, but instead of kotowing
we drank health in gin.

In the courtyard were two crown birds
and a beautiful gazelle. Heralds proclaimed
the royal titles, and sycophants extolled
in flowing language the liberality of the
monarch. Several court fools exercised their
wit and ingenuity.

Poh-veh-soo, the headsman and fool, be-
fore named, has a coadjutor in the harem ;
this pair of ruffians were marked round
the eyes and mouth with whitewash, thus
giving the head the appearance of a skull.
As an interlude, about noon, the gates of
each end of the quadrangle were thrown
open, and a party of men and women, jaded
and overladen, the former headed by Poh-
veh-soo the latter by his coadjutor, were
seen to advance towards the king’s posi-
tion. It would appear to require all the
care and attention of the master and mis-
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tress to keep their overladen carriers from
dropping : they wiped off the perspiration,
fed them with corn, rubbed their joints,
and did all they could to make their large
loads bearable. At last they reached the
foot of the throne; and in the middle of a
speech made by Poh-veh-soo, and inter-
larded by his coadjutor, in which they ex-
plained that from a great distance they had
brought these baskets of corn and burdens
of fire-wood, to present them to the most
liberal generous monarch in the known
world, exhausted nature apparently gave
way, the carriers tottered, and falling
exposed baskets of shavings and straw,
and bundles of pith of bamboo.

Another fool rolled to the foot of the
throne in a bag, and imitating the call of
the guinea-fowl, pecked up the corn which
the king threw to him in the shape of
cowries, which act of liberality was at once

lauded by the sycophants and other courtier
fools.

Poh-veh-soo, in the mask of a monkey,
helped himself liberally to quantities of food,

-1
-1

The court
dwarfs and
giants,
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now brought in to be distributed among
the assembled thousands All the sublime
and ridiculous of the court were assembled
in the palace yard to-day: men of all
heights, from giants to the dwarf of inches,
hunchbacks, albinos, and all that is hideous
in the human race, besides beautiful birds,
the gazelle, and dogs of all kinds. Alto-
gether there were given away about 800
heads of cowries. On leaving, I asked my
interpreter how many heads of cowries he
thought had been given away; at first he
could not answer, then he said more than
10,000 : such is the idea the Dahomans
have of the liberality of their king. In
the afternoon we went to the Ah-jah-ee
market. The supply was small, but few
fowls, &c.; every thing appeared more in
sample than the supply of a four days’ fair.

June 8th. — Visited the Beh-kon market ;
similar to the one yesterday. Called on the
mayo on duty at the court ; he fas reclining
on a mat together with the other officers
on duty.

supplies of  Examining an old tree in our yard I ob-



FOOD AND WATER.

Y9

served two small eggs, and presently a foodand

Jarge shell snail dropped from the hollow to
protect them; these eggs are frequently
found in old trees in all this part of Africa.

Our stock has become short, and the de-
mands of the numbers of strangers make
every thing scarce, an egg mnot to be had,
nor do the Dahomans * waste” their time
in growing fruits. Yesterday we sent a dis-
tance of twenty miles to procure eggs and
oranges, and to-day have abundance. Pretty
good mutton, guinea-fowls, pigeons, fowls,
and ducks, are almost always to be had ; the
pork is by no means tempting. Just outside
our gate are the city shambles. Not much
is killed, generally five to ten pigs, and as
many goats. Every portion is saved and
cooked at once, the blood alone being thrown
to the turkey-buzzards ; yet ten cowries, one
farthing, will procure a sizeable piece of
meat and pepper sauce. Provisions for the
poor are cheap, except water, which is 2d.,
3d., and 4d. a pot; and the poor go for a
length of time without water. At daylight
there are numbers of providers, and for a

water,
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very few cowries, about a halfpenny, a very
substantial breakfast can be procured, hot
and oily with chillies and palm oil. The
Dahoman can be abstemious, but if he has
not to pay for his dinner, he will eat till he
cannot walk, and then lie and wallow, suf-
fering under indigestion, and, like a boa
constrictor, too full to move,

June 9th. — The Brazilians have been
closeted all day with the king, I fear with
no good wishes to the prosperity of our
mission. We have twenty-six hammock-
men, twenty carriers, and forty women
ditto, besides headmen and their servants,
two interpreters (one of whom has two
wives and five attendants), two valets, one
cook, and two house-servants. Besides these
the mayo appoints a man to get wood, one
to get water, one to take messages, and
another to clean the yard, and all their
appointments are sinecures; while two old
wretches, whom I have nicknamed turkey-
buzzards, are ever prying about, picking
up what they can. Besides the above and
our three “saved,” if the king sends a
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present of food, eight or ten hulking fel-
lows attend it; and more than its value
has to be given them in rum, and about a gal-
lon daily to the bearers of sticks with their
masters’ compliments. The subsistence, as
it is termed, for carriers and hammockmen,
when, like ours, lying idle, is three strings
of cowries, or 3d., for men, and two for
women, per day. Iivery week it costs us
upwards of ten heads of cowries merely to
subsist our people, and about fourteen gal-
lons of rum, which articles (besides cost)
will require four men to bring them from
Whydah.

These “ our people,” as they are termed,
expect every now and then a present; and
this evening we indulged them in a beaker
of rum, but not before they had earned
it. Forming a ring, we took our seats at
the upper end, and lighting our cigars soon
collected a vast crowd. The dance is no
doubt hard work, but unseemly and indeli-
cate, being a constant working of arms and
legs, calling every muscle into play. Men
and women all dance alike. After receiving

VOL. II. G
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TRADING OF THE KING'S WIVES.

a present, it is customary to assemble an
hour after and return thanks.

A blacksmith living near the gate has
for a long time determined to be friends
with me, and to-day he brought some fresh
eggs, which he explained were purchased
from the harem. It appears that a male
guard is on the outside of each gate, and
the very elderly ladies are allowed to sell
the little hoards of the sable wives.

Female relatives are allowed ingress and
egress at all times.

As a protection against adultery, the
fetish people plant a charm under the thresh-
old of the entrances into the palace harems;
and the people believe, if a woman has gone
astray, the charm has the power of com-
municating a bowel disease: however that
may be, the belief is so strong that many
have imagined themselves ill and confessed
the name of the lover, whereupon both have
been beheaded.

June 10th. — Walked for the second time
to the magnificent view, about five miles
from Abomey, already described by me.

&



THE ROYAL BALLET.

As the king had sent to say he would pass
our door in the afternoon, we, with much
regret, returned. On passing the palace
gate, his Majesty was honouring Domingo
José Martins, on taking leave, with a review
of three regiments of amazons. This mil-
lionnaire, at the desire of the king, and to
his own interest, had visited the customs,
but was now returning to Porto Novo to
load two English vessels, the Foam and
another. No one doubts that Domingo
Jos¢ Martins is the greatest slave-dealer
in all Africa; or if he does, ask him, and
he will not dispute the title; yet he carries
on a vast trade in British vessels.
According to etiquette, we descended
from our hammocks, whither we had re-
treated from the sun’s heat, and made our
bow to the king, who drank healths with
us, and asked if we had brought him any
specimens from the bush. We told him
our canteen preceded us, but we would
send him samples of the good things that
grew there on our arrival at our quarters.

His Majesty then begged we would, when

¢ G 2
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ROYAL PROCESSION FROM

we had changed our clothes, come and
witness some dancing. We took leave,
and in an hour returned, having sent him
five beakers of rum, two case bottles of gin,
and two of liqueurs. Martins had left, but
we were entertained with some really good
dancing in the ballet style. Among the
dancers was one of the king’s sons, and a
nephew. The band at times did not please,
and one of the dancers would step out and
sound the notes to them. After the males
had performed, a party of amazons took
their place; but, as it began to rain very
hard, we had to leave. Soon after our re-
turn home, his Majesty sent, as a present to
us, two bullocks, corn-flour, peppers, palm
oil, and salt.

At 6 . M. his majesty passed in proces-
sion from the palace of Dange-lah-cordeh
to that of Dahomey. First came the caboo-
ceers, each with his retainers, band, and
official gear; then the ministers, followed
by the king’s levies, in the centre of whom
was the royal hammock, of crimson and
gold. At our gate they halted, and a bottle
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of rum was sent from the royal hammock.
After it came the display of skulls, be-
fore described as part of the martial array
of each army ; separated by about a hun-
dred yards was the amazon host, in the
centre a similar hammock and similar skull
ornaments, and at a halt the present of
another bottle of rum left it a matter of
conjecture whether the king was guarded
by the male or female guards; lastly came
the eunuchs and camboodee with his re-
tainers.

In the evening Martins called to take
leave, and sat a long time. The conversation
was entirely on the trade: he said he made
80,000 dollars last year by palm oil, that
the slave and palm-oil trade helped each
other, and that in connection he did not
know which was the most profitable. He
was very civil in offering us any thing his
house could afford at Whydah, which, of
course, we thanked him for, but did not
take advantage of.
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PART Y.

THE KING' S COURT OF JUSTICE.,*™

June 11th. — To-pAy commenced the de-
bates and trials, which proved very in-
teresting. At these trials the king is the
judge in an open court, in which a comment
may be made by any individual on the
conduct of other or others in the last war;
and if the charge be substantiated, punish-
ment follows. Great liberty of speech is
enjoyed, and distinction of rank laid aside.
Interlaced with attacks and defences, were
many lengthened speeches in praise of the
monarch and his liberality.

The day’s proceedings took place in the

* In my first journal T have given a curious illus-
tration of the power possessed by any headsman of a
village to hold a royal court. The proceedings which
occupied this day afford an additional illustration of
the equity and freedom of speech which characterise
the judicial proceedings of the barbarous nation.



PALACE OF DAHOMEY.

palace of Dahomey, the ancient palace of
‘the present race of kings. About 230 years
ago, Tah-coodoonoo, the chief of the state
of Fahie, made war on Abomey, and in
the conquest accomplished a vow to the
fetish, in ripping open the bowels of the
chief “ Dah,” and placing the mangled re-
mains under the foundation of a palace
built in commemoration, aptly naming it
Dahomey, or Dah’s belly ; hence the king-
dom of Dahomey. It was in this palace
that the royal family and military power
of Dahomey met to-day to “ water the
graves” of Tah-coodoonoo and his family.
Africa is fraught with wars. For nearly
a century Dahomey could barely repel the
attacks of her neighbours. In the carly
part of the eighteenth century, Guadjah
Trudo ascended the throne, a warlike
prince ; and from this reign may be dated
the military fame of the Dahomans, al-
though for nearly a century they remained
tributary to the Eyeos, who are reported to
have brought 100,000 horsemen into the

field,
G 4
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Daign ot Guadjah Trudo conquered Whydah and

sacr-fices.  the other nations lying between Abomey
and the sea, and thus opened an extensive
slave trade with foreigners. This has con-
tinued unabated ever since, though troubled
at times by the Popoes, a warlike nation on
the west ‘ sea coast,” who harboured the
people of Whydah, and by lagoon commu-
nication gave the Dahomans much trouble
in their new conquest.

Sacrifices were inherent with the Daho-
mans, but this monarch instituted the ¢ Se-
que-ah-hee ;” and to keep up the frightful
bloody féte, upwards of 200,000 human
beings have been murdered. His grand-
son Ada Hoonzoo, the grandfather of the
present monarch, first raised the amazon
army, but not to its present extent, and
died the M‘Adam of Africa, leaving roads
leading to his capital as broad as Pall Mall,
and as suited to the country traffic as ours
are to that of England.

Decapitation was not considered a suffi-
cient mode of sacrifice, and this African

Nero would first have their ears cut off,
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their eyes gouged, their nails drawn, and
on the fourth day after these terrific suffer-
ings, end them with death. Agon-groo,
the father of the present king, appears to
have been a weak monarch, and during his
reign he had to flee from the Eyeos. The
Mahees, Anagoos, and Attahpahms also at
times made inroads. He was succeeded by
his son Adanazah, whose fate is uncertain:
generally hated, he was, by the will of the
people, deposed, and Gezo reigns in his
stead. The latter monarch has conquered
nearly all his neighbours, and considerably
increased the extent of the kingdom of Da-
homey. Among other acts, he has declared
Ashantee subjugated, and built an enor-
mous palace called Cumassee (the name of
the capital of Ashantee) in commemoration.

It may be still necessary to add a few ex-
planations about the relative position of
the two armies of Dahomey. Considered
as one army, it is in two brigades, the
miegan’s and the mayo’s, the right and the
left, which are also called the agaou’s and
the possoo’s (the titles of the generals). In
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the right there are two miegans and two
agaous, a male and an amazon; and the
same equivalent rank is carried down to
the private in each brigade, male and fe-
male. These relationships in military rank
are called father and mother; and, as will
appear, the male soldier, when accused, ap-
peals to his “mother” to' speak for him.
Besides this military balance of power, all
strangers visiting Abomey have ¢ mothers”
at once appointed, whose duty it is to send
daily a quantity of food, as from the king
(dabadab and palm-oil stews), and who in
return expect a present. Our “ mother,”
Ee-ah-wae, it will be remembered, is a
very brave soldier. The soldiers, male
and female, are all slaves, fed and clothed
by their owners, and receive no pay, ex-
cept what has been shown as given by the
king during the customs: but war in Da-
homey is a trade, and each soldier is a
trader, the annual slave hunt forming the
market. A price is set on each prisoner
and each head, and the soldier is con-
strained to sell to his lawful master. As
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the king has about 2,000 males and 5,000
amazons, together with those male soldiers
contributed to the hunt by each town
and district, he necessarily becomes a very
extensive slave-procurer, at the risk, of
course, of his own slaves, and at the ex-
pense of their keep, and the trifling per-
centage at which he purchases them.

The description of position on this day’s
fote will answer for all those of the ¢ Se-
que-ah-ee,” as most of the courts were
similar, and the tombs in nothing differing.
Under a canopy constructed in the roof of
a low thatched building forming one side of
the court called ¢ Ah-goh-doh-meh,” m the
Dahomey palace, on a rich mat reclined
the king ; as usual attended by his host of
female ministers, ladies of the blood, wives,
amazons, and maidens. On the neutral
ground were the skulls of kings, and strewed
about large pieces of cooked meat, gorging
on which were thousands of turkey-buz-
zardsflying about with sickening familiarity.
On the opposite side, facing the royal mat,
we sat, surrounded, as usual, by the ministers,
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cabooceers, and officers. In our front was
a band of singers. On the left stood three
small thatched mud huts, and in the door-
way of each was a pillar of cloth. Each
hut was surmounted by a large silver orna-
ment, and encircled by thousands of human
skulls, thigh, jaw, and other bones. These
were the mausoleums of Tah-coodoonoo and
his family, and the skulls those of the sacri-
fices to their memory.

As we entered, the singers were singing
in praise of the achievements of the Daho-
man arms, and reciting the account of
the Attahpahm war. It appeared probable
that the charges had already been planned,
as the singing is all practised beforehand,
and is well considered. The rehearsals with
the males take place in shaded groves, and
with the females in the enclosure of the
camboodee’s house, the latter attended by
eunuchs.

Ah-pah-doo-noo-meh (one of the amazon
generals) addressed them, and gave them
a military and vivid description of the re-
gaining the ground after the male army
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under the agaou had fled, and told them
to remember in their songs, that the ama-
zons saved the war: “ to them the praise
of minstrels was due.”

Ah-hoh-peh (one of the king’s brothers)
said that Ah-pah-doo-noo-meh spoke truth,
¢ the amazons had saved the Dahoman army
from destruction.”

Ah-pah-doo-noo-meh, addressing the king,
said : — ¢ The Attahpahms have sought re-
fuge in the Ahjah country; let the war be
made on Ahjah: and remember, before you
g0 to war again, that part of ‘your sons’
(the male army) ran away in Attahpahm.”

Ah-hoh-peh considered that the portion
that gave way were not properly armed.

The soldiers thus charged with cowardice
came forward and prostrated themselves on
the neutral ground, and kissed the dust.”

* Although the agaou’s name will often appear
during these debates, there remained no doubt in my
mind that he had been killed in the Attahpahm war.
If a great officer be killed, it is generally considered
proper to give out that he has returned, and soon after
(being reported sick) he is said to have died a natural
death ; thus, the neighbouring countries fail to hear
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King (to the accused). — ¢ Your chief
knows more about counting cowries than
the art of war. The prisoners this war
were few. If men run like goats, and are
not followed, is it likely they will halt to
be caught ? ”

Ah-pah-doo-noo-meh.—* I cautioned them
to be wary.” '

Another Amazon.—* If the king eats out
of a plate, must it not be washed before
used again ? My musket after use requires
oiling.” *

An Amazon. — ¢ Oh, king! give us Bah
to conquer.”

Another.—* Let Ahjah be the seat of war.
Oh, mayo! lay this request before the king,
that he cause you to send messengers to
Ahjah to call upon the Attahpahms to col-
lect and fight again, on pain of being at-

the truth of the history of the wars. Each day he
has been reported ill, as also the mayo ; but on distri-
bution days cowries have been sent to the mayo, but
not to the agaou, besides which the natives them-
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