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PFREFACE X

a nominal auat ly over district extending in no direction more than 40

miles from his town. Even in those narrow limits there were many inde-

and unfriendly towns and districts I'he fact that the Portug

had assisted him to assume his position as king had rendered him very un-
popular, while slaving raids in past times had created blood feuds; so that not

only was his power very | mitexi, but '’we unable 10 travel in safety
) ' )

for a iy great distance from his town however, to ke open

a road to the coast, and to the river, along the ordinary trade routes.

This then was all that remained of the once powerful Kingdom of Kongo,
which, until 1879, was slowly and surely retrograding, There still lingered
traces of a departed style and dignity, in the empty greatness of the name of

n his court, and the traditions

the King of Kongo, in forms and ce

of his relations with the royal families of Ngoyo (Kabinda) and Luangu

LLoango),
D 2, in the account written in Italian by Pigafetta, in 1591,
{

list of the provinces of the old kit

rte Lop

ago Bamba, which we rec

m of Ko

to-day as Mbamba ; Sonio, a corruption of San Antonio at the mouth of the

river : Sundi, or rather Nsundi, the country and chief town which we know to-

day, lies about 70 miles west from Stanley Pool, Pango, or, as it should be
\

a name that it would be rash to decide on any

spelt, 530 commor

W,
A
a

town as the old capital, Batta we hear spoken of to-day as a district, Mbata,

in the position described by Lopez. Pemba is recogmsed as Mpemba east of the

.

Arthington falls of the Mbadiji (Ambrize) River,

One fact is important to note, that from Loango to the border land of Ang

i,
and from the coast to within 15 miles west of Stanley Pool, I had little difficulty
hen 1 spoke the pure Koago of the

in understanding, and in being understood

capital.  Indeed, it is difficult for me 10 understand broad Scotch than

the dialect in that region. The Kongo language, as spoken at San Salvador,

&

is the best medium of speech over the whole of the district as far as Stanley

Pool, being the lang apatal

In our early studie r¢ we had literally nothing at hand to aid
us Bish p Steere's “ Handbook of Swahili"” was the most helplul work we
had, a ugh the langaa; r ably We have since become

acquainted with some books and vocabularies which would have been interest
ing, bat of it !

[he priests at the court of Kongo translated, with the a ]

Matheus
; K, Illlgc'

Cardoso (Jesuit), a Portuguese treatise on Christian Doctrin

This was published in Lisbon in 1624.* Fr. Bermardo Maria de Cannecattim,
the author of the Bunda Grammar {1803), says that the above was ' ot

work primed in the Kongo language.”

Hyacinth Bruscio Vetralla, a Capuchin missionary to

in four columns, Kongo, Portuguese,

Kongo, publ

Latin, and Italzan,










the missionary explorations of Dr. Livingstone had given us the
of the imcrior of Africa, nothing could be done towards the

Lization of its teeming populations ; all effort was confined to the coast.

Ihe Church Mis

menced in 1844 by Dr. Kra

nd after the carly decease of Bishop Mackenzie,

tral

s

nuibar became the seat of the |

of the Universsties Mission

The whole burden of the work interiorwards devolved

For him the end of the geographical feat was the commen of missionary

prise.  Musunderstood by most people, he endeave single-handed

mastered before

iprehensive lines,

while his marvellous journevs drew

andd their needs. He went to s door 1o (

Africa ; be flung it open wide; and when the news of the Doctor's death

reached this country, it was feit 10 be a call to the Chnstian Church

amnl worthier cfort for the evangelization of tl Dark ( inent it
time commenced the dewve I~-vl:':v it of missiona Yy enlerpnse, which is now
stewhily and surely overcoming the difhculties which kept Africa so long

secret, and adreaudy we are not far from the time when chains of mission
stations will cross the continent,

Ihe first to move was the Free Church of Scotland, followed at once by

.\ :
\ sa for their
NVassa for their e

ly 1 November
gave an accoum of his wvisit to powerful

northern shore of Lake Victon

He spoke of )

sire that Chnstian teachers should be sent to his country

two anonvmous donations of £5.000 cach were offered to the Church M $Slonary

Society towards the est iblishment of a m the Victoria Lake

:f-.‘!'~ were accept '!, and in a ficw DonLis the pionecr x._ y s¢t out

Victoria Nyanza, which has thus become the sphere of the Church Missionary

7 the Loadon Society, aided by the of
L3000 by Mr. Arthington, of | 15, undertook mission work ' Lake Tan
ganyika Th Uniwve ties' M also ¢ xtended 1ts work in the dis-
tricts sout Kilimanjaro, and stern shores of Nyassa.

» Lercat




mouth of the Konago, traced the course of the river from Nvanewe to the
West Coast, ad
into Central Alnca. He re

above N

a water highway

ported the river to be navigable from a point a little

>0 miles, then a cataract

rwe 10 the Equator, & distance of about

region of 4o miles, beyond which a clear waterway extended for 1,080 miles to

Stanley Pool, whe re, often 2,000 feet below the

carly 300 miles, during whicl

i

man level of the

it falls 1,000 foet, wce more fit for navigation to

its mouth, a distanc
At once the field of the new mission

journeys of exploration were made by Messrs

In January and

Grenfell and Comber, after which the latter returned to this cox

ntry L0 conier

with the Committ 1s¢. While these pre-

on the river to found

liminary investigations were being made
the Livingstone (Kongo) Inland Mission

taken over lljy the Amercian Daptist Miss

In June, 1879, Mr. Comber arrived on
the writer was one. To pass the catas
to make an overland journey of about 225 miles, would bring us to
Stanley Pool, where the river again becomes nay ie. The natives of the
Upper River bring their ivory vy Pool, where

the inhabita ivey it to the

white men on the coast, One «
Salvado

these native traders might carry our s

which we therefore chose as the base of « operations, hoping that

anley Pool

d 1o build, On

Ihe king received us very kindly, and

sie from the Kroo Coast, but two

our way out bhad hired a gang

to the River. We had

days after our arrival at San n away

neroons, and another from the Gaboon as

then with us a lad

personal servants, while 10 help us in our work we had two men from the

service of our mission there. One understood

Cameroons who had been in ti

rough stone mason
de

ang 3

endent upon t

coined 10 ¢

sundown,

.\\.\ H‘.ll' We wWaIc

1e town,

1
work

and in the evening

who would mot wait until the house-building was ove

and travelling, we made our study of the language, hay

beside a short vocabulary of som 40 Or 50 WO 15, wh . Comber and
| el d ne their nreliminarn A«
collected dunng their prelaminary AS

s We had Iiis 10p Steercs Handb ~IL.

helped us to gain some idea of a language of the
: - !

of Dom Pedro, the king, and one or two others, possessed some knowiled

of Portu

they helped us in our carly palavers, and occasionally gave

: ) ] 1 and o
us some words : bat they had their owr isiness affairs, and could not give
us m 0N tune Ihe ¢l Ay | _ L 3 M ¢ MWAYs al and ind  word










$ requested me to take the work home to this A and print the

rial thus collectec.

To accomplish this, [ took with me 2 xi Nlemvo, to whom [ could

nd with whom | could test the aceur acy of my work. The lad had been

r schools at San Salvador, a few

ind, and our line of communica-

hbourhood of the old

the lad ; he was a very

San Salvador,

pride of his pe , be scomns

and

and has preserved the individual
characterist at San Salvador, He was never

ed by other patois, while the

stations, gave him constant

own dialect le has not a single

the principles of grammar, nevertheless he alwn LYS SPeaks correc

P twice has a ship been notix

il I brought him to this country in

,, and after more than two ye AlS TES)

dence in En

g but Kengo her, tho

he has sho

crvals, so that the most

ere been any su

would have failed in decer: in-

cked up from San Salvador people
] :

e words which had been

ined by him, as having been introduced from the district « f Mbamba

laves from that neighbourhood. In & larnre number of

oS I '.l.l\‘l' :_N_

carefully forr

g gram y ons, dDut have neéver had any reason 10 sus t
chang 4 [here are altogether « f four or hve words in the whaole dic
tionary which he is not familiar, and gener ally able to explain the actual
ilea conveyed by ord. Subtle distinctions thus made have been che kedd

and re-checked at intervals, sometimes of months. Seldom has it been necessary
(O MAKE ANy Serious correct

On ar g in t country it was fou ¢
with the chaot manuscnipt whach I 1 i
it frst expected, Preoos 15, pronoun med to

 USCQ IRAIscoiminately ; vo for instance

" & ! ¢ar that Were necessary
to solve these di ties, and 1 out the rules by which thi worked.
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mba, bwa, mbwa, et ] yllabic mbinatio
boba, buba. Al a few o ples, 1 took 1 ¢ only of

\ { " ‘ L ' g ]
: { "
s which » | convey s y in Kongo, \CCL ly, 4 id W

I began -t ’ t baba, beba, biba, boba, buba, bamba, bemba, bimba,
bomba, bumba: then bada, beda, &c., bafa, bef 1 wi |

:
] ‘ '
5 |
1 h
tl a y ts, )
3 » : $ 4
of &t |
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the Saviour was Nlaludi, from Lalama,
Lalula, the reversive means, * }

on the surfac { water NJ.‘.ll:dx

walcs !










