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THE YEARS 1768, 1769; MORE PARTICULARLY
THOSE EVENTS IN WHICH THE CounT BE-
NYOWSKY HAD A SHARE, AND WHICH TERMI-
NATED IN HIS BEING MADE PRISONER BY THE

Russians. Page 1
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extles from the Tartars, Difi ntcrcﬂm’ behaviour
of their conductor. 49
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IN ‘prefenting the following Memoirs to the pub-
lic, it will not be incumbent upon me to make any
remarks on the interefting nature of their contents.
It is fufficiently eftablithed, that |the author was a
man of ability, poflefled of a difpofition fingularly
calculated for adventures, and brought up in a ichoo!
of irregular warfare, in which the intrepidity of his
mind, and the power. he poflefled of agitating and
impelling the minds of others, were matured by a
fevere courfe of prattice. = The obfervations and re-
marks, which might arile from confiderations of
this kind, are left to the reader: my tatk will con-
fit in the fimple expofition of fuch facls as tend to
thew the authenticity of the work, and the degree
of credit to which it is entitled.

About the latter end of the year 1784, Mr. I.
Hyacinth de Magellan, F. R. S. &c. a gentleman
well known in every part of Eurepe, by the philo-
{ophical correfpondence he has for many years car-
ried on with the firlt literary charaters, thewed me
a printed paper in French, containing propofals for
publifhing the memoirs and voyages of the Count
de Benyowiky, in three volumes, by fublcription;
a defign which was afterwards given up. The Count
was not at that time in England, but had departed
upon a private expedition to the ifland of Madagaf-
car ; in the fitting out of which, Mr. Magellan had

advanced
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was not, however, attended with fuccefs: Mr. Ma-
gellan determined therefore to publith this work ;
and accordingly difpofed of the copy to the prefent
proprietors, at the fame time that he engaged to
communicate the tranfactions’ of the Count, from
the conclufion of the prefent Memoirs to the time of
his death.  An unforefeen event rendered him in.
capable of performing this engagement: for foon
after Chriftmas, 1788, he was attacked with 2 fe.
vere illnefs, which affe&ed his memory fo much ag
to prevent his attending to any literary purfuits, and
has continued ever fince. I need not enlarge on
this unhappy event any farther than to obferve that
1t has deprived me of the expected information, and
obliged me to give a detail of the faéts from his
correfpondence.

This thort hiftory may ferve to fhew by what pro<
grels the manufcript came into my hands; and in
order to clear myfelf of the flighteft fufpicion of
tanding before the public in any other chara&er
than that which I profefs, as editor of the work, |
have recommended to the proprietors, to prefent
the original copy to the Britifh Mufeum, as a
place of depofit peculiarly calculated for the fecu.
rity of the public in fuch cafes. " To ‘this they
very readily agreed ; and the original French manu-
fcript has accordingly been prefented. It contains
all which 1s exhibited in the following volumes ; ‘[
have thought it of advantage to divide the matter
which precedes the journal into chapters, and have
added the ftitles, inftead of retaining the form of
one undivided narrative, as it is in the original.

The credibility of any work can be tried in two
ways only ; by internal, or by collateral evidence.
It 1s from the internal evidence, or the mutual coin-
cidence of fats, that we judge of the fidelity of any
writer in the firlt place: if this be wanting, it is an

infallible
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infallible conclufion, that the author is either de-
ceived himfelf, or intends to impofe on his readers
but if, on the contrary, this evidence be perfeét, it
is not fo &rongly conclufive of truth, as the defeét
is of falthood. Internal evidence amounts to an
high degree of probability, and is the only depen-
dance we can have when a writer fpeaks of faéts
and places not known or vifited by others. I have
not perceived any defe& of this kind in thefe me-
moirs : they contain nothing which is at all impro-
bable or contradi¢tory. As far, therefore, as the
adventures of the Count de Benyowiky are peculiar
to himfelf, we muit depend on his authority. The
greater part, however, is capable of being fupported
by collateral ewidence. His fhare in the troubles in
Poland 1s a recent bufinefs: moft of the perfons he
mentions poflefled eminent {tations in fociety, and
many are {till living. We are not now in the dark
with regard to the Tand paflage acrofs the Ruffian
dominions in Afia, nor the general pofition and
other circumftances relative to a confiderable ex-
tent of the North-Faft part of the old Continent.
When we proceed to confider the fituation of the
coalts and iflands of the Northern fea between
Afia and America, it 1s true that great difficulties *
arife from the ignorance and inaccuracy of thc_ Rufls
fian accounts anfl obfervations made by unfkilful,
and. perhaps in fome inftances unprlflcxpled men,
without proper inftruments, in a trac covered with
fogs of fuch frequency, as to be almoft perpetual.
Here, however, we have the ineftimable adv‘mmge
of recurring to the obfervations of thofe judicious
navigators, Cool., Clerke, Gore, and King, whofe
labours have refleCted fo much honour upon the

¥ See Coxe’s Ruffian Difcoveries, and the authors by him
cited: alfo Cook, Clerke, Gore, and King’s Voyage to the
‘leﬁp OC(,..',UJ»

liberality
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only part therefore of the Count’s adventures which
cannot readily be compared with the collateral teftj.
mony of others, confifts in his vifitation of the
lands of Japan, Liqueio, and Formofa ; and the dif.
coveries which he made in the courfe of a voyage
through an unfrequented part of the ocean. Op
the evidence of thefe fa&s, I need not make any
obfervations, becaufe they ftand exally in the fame
predicament as all other new difcoveries do: they
muft be admitted on the credit of the difcoverer,
until fubfequent refearches fhall either confirm or
difprove them.

defore 1 proceed to confider the degree of accu.
racy of the Count’s journal, I fhall prefent the
reader with a paffage or two of Captain Cook’s laft
voyage, which ftrongly confirm feveral particulars
in the narration of the former. When Captain
Cpok was at Oonalathka, feveral civilities and mu-
tual communications took place between him and
Erafim Gregorioff Sin Ifmyloff, who exhibits a con-
fpicuous figure in the following memoirs. After
relating thefe [vol. IL, p. 496 * of his voyage] he
proceeds [page 499 ] to add the following : * But
“ a voyage which he himfelf [Ifmyloff] had per-
*“ formed, engaged our attention more than any
¢ other. He faid that on the 12th of May, 1771,
“ he failed from Bolfheretzk in a Ruffian veffel,
“ to one of the Kuril iflands, named Mareekan, in
““ “the latitude of 47°, where there is a harbour, and
*“ a Ruffian fettlement. From this ifland he pro-
““ ceeded to Japan, where he feems to have made
““ but a thort {tay. For when the Japanefe came
** to know that he and his companions were Chrif-
“ tians, they made figns for them to be gone;
““ but did not, fo far as we could underftand him,

* The Edition before me is the f{econd.

< offgr



['he
tiCh
{ti.
the
dif-
1ge

\ny
me

ey
et
or

-
afk

TS
11k

1§

B R - E A G B XV

¢ offer any infult or force. From Japan he got to
¢¢ Canton; and from thence to France in a French
¢¢ thip. From France he travelled to Peterfburgh,
¢ and was afterwards fent out again to Kamt{chatka.
«« What became of the veflel in which he firft em-
¢ barked we could not learn; nor what was the
¢ principal objeét of the voyage. His not being
¢ able to fpeak one word of French made this ftory
¢¢ a little fulpicious. He did not even know the
“ name of any one of the moft common things
¢¢ that muft have been in ufe every day while he
¢¢ was on board the fhip, and in France. And yet
¢ he feemed clear as to the times of his arriving at
¢ the different places, and of his leaving them,
¢¢ which he put down in writing.”

In the third volume, p. 193, it appears that Ifmy-
loff, in a letter to the commander at Bolfheretzk,
had reprefented the Englilh veflels as two {mall
packet boats, and cautioned him to be on his guard ;
and that it was not without the exertion of all the
commander’s authority, that the inhabitants were
prevented from abandoning the town, in confequence
of their fears, left their vifitors thould prove to be
French.

“ Their extreme apprehenfions,” continues Capt.
King, ¢ were principally occafioned by fome cir-
““ cumftances attending an infurreGion that had
“ happened at Boltheretzk a few years before, in
¢ which the commander had loft hislife. We were
¢ informed that an exiled Polifh officer, named
¢ Beniowiki, taking advantage of the confufion
into which the town was thrown, had feized upon a
galliot then lying at the entrance of the Bolchoi-
reka, and had forced on board a number of
Ruffian failors, fufficient to navigate her: that
“ he had put on fhore a part of the crew at the
“ Kourile iflands; and among the reft, Hmyloff,
who, as the reader will recolled, had puzzled

112 us
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“ us exceedingly at Oonalafka with the hiftory of
“ this tranfa&ion ; though for want of underftand. .
“ ing his language, we could not then make out
* all the circumftances attending it: that he pafled
““ 1 fight of Japan; made Luconia ; and was there
“ diretted how to fteer to Canton ; that arriving
“ there, he had applied to the French, and had
¢ got a paffage in one of their India fhips to France ;
¢ -and that moft of the Ruflians had likewife returned
* to Europe in French thips; and had afterward
¢ found their way to Peterfburgh. 'We met with
*“ three of Beniowfki’s crew in the harbour of St
¢ Peter and St. Paul ; and from thence we learnt
“ the circumftances of the above ftory.”

apt. King mentions that the arrival of Beniowki
at Canton was confirmed by the gentlemen of the
Englifh faltory there, and obferves that from Ker-
guelen’s voyage, it appeared that this extraordinary
perfon had entered the French fervice, and was
commander of a new fettlement at Madagafcar,
when that navigator touched there in 1747 4.

The public prints of the year 1772 took notice
of the arrival of the Count de Benyowifky at Canton
in the month of September, the year before (1771.)
The Gentleman’s Magazine for June, 1742, page
272, contains an account which is too long to be
quoted, more efpecially as the circumftances are in
fome refpects improbable, and in others unfounded.
This account fays that a veflel of uncommon ap-
pearance arrived at Canton with fixty-five perfons
on board, five being in women’s apparel, command-
ed by the Baron de Benyowfky, who was taken
prifoner by the Ruffians, in Poland, and carried to
Cafan, from which place he made his elcape with
others, by overpowering their guard; that they
dire€ted their route to Kamchatka, where he had 2
irtend, who fupplied him with 1 veflel ; that he
tailed for China, but by firefs of weather was ob-

liged
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liged to ftand to the Eaftward, and made the coaft
of America, in latitude §7°; was prevented by con.
trary winds from proceeding to Acapulco, and then
{tood for the Philippine iflands, but was again dif-
appointed by contrary winds; and that laftly he
reached Macao after five months paflage from Kam.
chatka. |

A paper fubjoined to this account with the figna-
ture of Benyowlky afferts, that he left Kamchatka
in May 1771, and arrived at Macao in September,
after having put in at Japan.

This information from the Gentleman’s Maga-
sine is evidently no more than the reports of the
day. For it 1s not in the leaft probable that pri-
foners at Cafan fhould imagine and execute a pere-
grination of at Jeaft four thoufand miles, over the
moft inhofpitable part of the furface of the globe,
with the hope of finding a friend who would prefent
them with a fhip : or that they {hould actually ob-
tain 2 fhip, and then wander over the face of the
ocean in the ftrange way they are here faid to have
done. It may be admitted however, as an evidence,
that the Count did not arriveat China at an earlier

eriod than is {pecified in his Memoirs, and this
£26 will be of ule in confidering the value of the
information obtained at Kamchatka by the Cap-
tains Cook and King. |

I muft obferve therefore that Ifmyloff, who is not
reprefented in any favourable light by the Count in
his Memoirs, and was guilty of a trick which feems
in fome refpeét to degrade him, by writing an un-
friendly and falfe letter to be carried by the Englith
navigators to the Commander at Bolcheretzk, was
probably difpofed to conceal fome part of the know-
ledge he poflefled, and does not appear incapable
of perverting fuch faéts as his own views, whatever
they were, might require to be falfified ; that it is
by no means probable that the Count,at the head

Vor, L il of
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of a fet of daring men over whom he had no well
fupported ruthority, fhould touch at the Kurilleg
iflands, for the reafon he himfelf mentions, namely,
the probability that they fhould change their minds
and force him to return to Kamchatka ; but, on the
contrary, that he fhould wifth to render theit return
inpracticable by ftanding for the Aleutian. iflands
or American fhore, in the firft place, as being more
remote ; and on the other hand the difpofition of
his crew to proceed to the Northward might have
been partly grounded on their fears of quitting the
peninfula of Kamchatka. Again, it does not ap-
pear how four months could be employed in pafling
fimply to Marikan, touching at Japan and making
Luconia in his way to Macao, even {fuppofing he had
failed fo far out of his way as to that Spanifh fettle-
ment. On thefe accounts then, I think that If
myloft’s information, with that of the three Ruflians
at Kamchatka, confidered under all the difadvan.
tages of a want of language for mutual intelligence,
which Captain Cook complains of, are really
valid, {fo far only asto prove that the Count Beny-
owfky did really exert his military abilities at Kam.
chatka in a ferious infurreGion in which the Go-
vernor loft his life; that the inhabitants of Bol-
fheretzk were fo greatly affe€ted, and the impreflion
of their fears was fo ftrong and permanent, as to
urge them to think of abandoning theiF habitations
after an interval of eight whole years; an 1mpref-
fion which the threat of burning their women and
children in the church may readily account for :
that a very confiderable time having elapfed between
his departure, which is correttly given by Hmyloff,
and bis arrival at China, which is an object of no
queftion, he could not have fubfifted without putting
in fomewhere ; and that after leaving the Aleutian
1flands, there are no places into which choice or ne-
ceifity could more immediately have driven him than

the
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ike iflands of Japan, Liqueio and Formofa. Ina
word, the collateral evidence appears clear and po-
fitive where it fupports the credibility of the Count’s
narrative, but confufed and uncertain in the parti-
culars wherein it differs from him; and the whole
is of fuch a nature as not to be put in competition
with an authentic journal from the hands of the
author.

Without entering into any comparifon of the voy-
ages of the Count Benyowfky with thofe of others who
have navigated the Northern feas, I fhall confine my
remarks to fuch parts of his journal as will admit of
elucidation from the voyages of our illuftrious
countrymen. But in the firflt place it muft be pre-
mifed, that the Count’s {kill in navigation, what.-
ever eminence it might have procured him in Kam-
chatka, appears to have been very moderate. In
his journal we find the latitude, longitude, wind,
current and courfe. He never diftinguifhed the la-
titude by account from that by obfervation. 1 fup-
pofe however that he may have had one of the old
quadrants of Davis, or perhaps a fore-ftaff ; but he
certainly did not poffefs one 6f Hadley’s*. His lati-
tudes in general therefore may be fuppoled to be
within half, or perhaps a quarter of a degree of the
truth. I have not paid any attention to the winds
and courfe made good, but apprehend that his lon-
gitudes muft be fubject not only to all the ufual er-
rors of the dead-reckoning, but likewife to others,
arifing from his not knowing the variation of the
compafs, (except perhaps by conjeture) and from
his confidering the current as adaily element in his
log-book. He has no where mentioned the method

* If{myloff, or Ifmaeloff, received an Hadley’s quadrant from
Captain Cook as a prefent, of which he in a very fhort time
learned the ufes. Hence it feems probable that Hadley’s qua-
drant is {carcely known in thofe parts, and that the Count in par-
ticular did not poflefs one,~~Voyage to the Pacific Ocean I1, 505,

b2 he




xR EE B B-F1 AL ¢4 B

hie: uled to afcertain the direGion and velocity of
thefe carrents, and as every experienced navigatop
muft be aware that no fuch method exifts, except
fuch as may be derived from comparing the reckons
mg with celeftial obfervations or a time-keeper, i
will follow of courfe that this element has rendered
his. longitude more uncertain.

By tracing the Count’s voyage to the Northward
upon the chart numbered 36 in Cook’s third Voyage,
I find that he made Beering’s ifland when his rees
koning placed the fhip a degree and a half to the

Veftward. This is a natural confequence of the
Eafterly variation not being allowed for, and the
fame caufe muft have affefted his reckoning ftill
more as: he proceeded to the Northward, Hence ]
conclude (with the fuppofition that his latitudes
were-at leaft half 3 degree too high, and his longi.
il tudes very confiderably to the Weftward of the {hip’s
| true place, both which follow from the variation
vemng neglefted) that he made Clerke’s iflands on the
ad of June, and flood over for the land to the
Northward of Tfuchotfkoi Nefs, where ke anchored;
again returned to Clerke’s ilands ; failed from
[t thence tothe Eaftward;* made the American Con-
’j | tinent, and cgaﬁrcd along it between Point Shallow
i Water and Shoal Nefs, which was unexplored by
Cook ; after which he flood to the Southward and
anchored at Oonemak, in latitude 54°s, the error
i of his reckoning being about five aegrees in longi-
el tude to the Weltward, an error which remarkably
coincides with that of Lirayloft”’s chart,+ and proves
almoft beyond a doubt that the Count really ar-
rived at the Aleuthes by this circuitous navigation,

| * "The note onipage 305 is.too general. The Count does nok
: appear to have reached America in that latitude.
i 1 Voyage to the Pacific. Ocean before quoted, IT. 502,
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gnd that Ifmyloff gained his information by failing
with him ; more efpecially as fuch an errorin longi-
tude could hardly have arifen in running direttly
from Awatfcha Bay to the Aleuthes, which lie on
the fame pparallel, andare only a fhort fortnight’s
{ail afunder.

I do not pretend that there areno other caufes of
uncertaintyin the Count’s Journal, neither isitmy
intention to enter into a minute difquifition upon it,
The public poflefs faithful copies of the documents
which have paffed through my hands, and 1 have
no with nor claim to the abfurd privilege of direct-
ing their judgment. But it ‘becomes me to ftate |
the reafons which guided me in examini g thele
Memoirs, and have .convinced me that the veracity
of the Count'may be relied on; that the difagree-
ments of collateral evidence are much more likely to
arife from the imperfections of ‘that evidence, than
from his want of fidelity ; and that the real difh-
cylties ‘may be eafily accounted for by any ‘one,
whofe 1kill and experience are fufficient to enable
him to eftimate the probable errors that muff have
vefulted from the want of mnftruments,.and flender
knowledge of the Count’s in marine affairs. '

The other parts of the Count’s Journal need ma
comment. That he thould ftand acrofs the Pacific
Qcean and dire&t his courfe for China, are obvioufly
the refult of the diétates of common fenfe; that ex-
treme diftrefs thould follow the want of proper fub-
ordination among a fet of exiles, or men .of defpe-
rate fortune and adventure, is not at all wonderful ;
-and that fuch men, without any fettled deftination,
and aéting throughout from the impulfe ‘either of
neceflity or their own inclinations, thould range
from one ifland to another, where their wants could
be beft fupplied, is what the flightelt ideas of caufe
and effe@ would have foretold. The difcoveries and
adventures of the Count on this paflage and elle-

by b o
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where muft fpeak for themfelves, and I have ng
doubt will be found interefting, as well from the
nature of the incidents as the novelty of the places
of altion.’ |
It 1s ftill lefs neceflary to enlarge on the efet
which the abilities and acquifitions of the Count
produced at the Court of France, and the under.
taking which was afterwards entrufted to his ma.
nagement. The leading faéts of this part of his
| Memoirs have fufficient collateral evidence. Neither
| ‘need I make any remarks on his political principles
! with regard to colonization, of which I think the
intelligent {ubjeds of our free and liberal govern.
ment will be at no lofs to form a proper opinion ;
whether they be viewed in a civil or commercial
light. T will therefore only add on the fubje& of
i the Memoirs, that the Count, in his fhort hiftory of
Kamgchatka, appears to have had Kracheninnikow’s
voyage into Siberia before him, a work which Cap-
tain King * confiders as worthy of entire credit. [t
will eafily be feen, however, that our author, by
Ipeaking always in his own perfon, and mentioning
his authorities in feveral places, means to confirm all
the general faés as, from his own obfervation. I
‘ muft take notice, that the word caftor, which I
| have every where rendered beaver, is ufed through-
{ out this work to denate the fea beaver or otter;
| that the word corvette, which 1 think denotes the
| kind of veflel called an hooker, has been moftly
retained, on accoynt of my being uncertain whe-
il ther the French apply it to any particular veffel,
| or fimply to denote a packet; gznd that I have kept
| '~ the fpelling of proper names uniform, though it i
I not {o in the ‘manufcript, the Count’s fignature in
il i} his own hand being frequently varied. |

i * Voyage before cited, ITI. 20
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Mr. Magellan’s correfpondence...on the Count’s
{fubfequent adventures, having been fubmitted to
my infpection, appears to require a very confidera-
ble fhare of deliberation and mutual comparifon of
its parts, before the more particular events can be
placed in a proper light. Several of the letters from
individuals concerned in this adventure contradict
each other ; and fome of them are written with fuch
a {pirit of enmity towards the Count, as renders the
impartiality of the writers very doubtful. I will
not here enquire how far it 1 probable that the
ilure of this laft enterprize arofe from a want of

prudence, either in the Count or in

principles or
Lis affociates. . The fmal eft knowledge of the human
mind will readily {hew, that when lofs and wretched-

nefs are the only confequences of an attempt founded
on the moft brilliant hopes, quarrels and mutual
recrimination muft infallibly be the refult.  For this
reafon I fhall flightly trace the leading falts, with
very few obfervations of my own,
| The Count de Benyowiky and his family, with
fome of his affociates, failed for Maryland on the
14th of April, 1784, on board the Robert and
Anne, commanded by Mr. Alexander Mac Dougall,
He arrived at Baltimore on the 8th of July followe.
ing, having taken with him from London 3 cargo
of the value of near goco/. {terling, confifting 1t
feems of articles intended for the Madagalcar trade,
Two caufes appeared to have induced bim and his
friends to avoid a dire& voyage to that ifland. In the
firft place, they found it extremely difficult, if not
impra&icable, to procure the flag of any European
power ; and in the next, there was every reafon to
hope that the American merchants, whole affairg

were thrown into confufion by the ftruggle for in-
d the fubfequent lofs of their colo-

dependence, an '
pial privileges in trading to the mother country,
would
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would be more ready to embrace the offer 6f 4 few
channel of trade than the fubjeéts of more eftablifks
ed focicties. This expeftation was found to be juft,
A relpectable commiercial Houle at Baltimore was
induced to join i the {chemme, 4nd fupplied the
Count with a fhip of 450 tons, cartying twenty
guns, (x-poundeys, and twelve fwivels. This fhip,
cargo and ftores, was éftimated at fomewhat mors
than four thoufand pdunds fterling, exeélufive of
the merchandize brought from London. I was
named the Intrepid, ‘and fHiled from Baltimore op
the 25th of Oétober, 1784 every ofie oh board
being, by agreement and oath, fubjeét to the abf.
hute command of the Count, though the merchants
of Baltimore had appornted 2 Captain’and Supet-
cargo to affilt the Count while under his comihand,
and to condult their affiirs homeward bownd, Their
deftination was the harbour of St. Auguftin, on
the Eaft Coaft of the Hland of Madagafear, whers
they were to form 4 fettletient of emporium; i
the eftablifhment of which it was expected that the
Count’s influence with the natives, and the fupres
macy they had conferred oh him, would have beesr
of fingular advantage.) The family of the Count
reémained in America, on account of the preghancy
of Madame de Benyowlky. © At the beginning of
January the Count madé the coaft of Brafil by
miftake, as his aflociates fay, and for want of keep:
ing enough to windward ; but in his owh letters he
afferts, that he repaired for wood and water to
this &oaft, in preference, for Yeafons which he does
not ipecify. ' The former, however, feems probaa
ble; for they were near 2 month ‘turning to wind.
ward 1n order to clear Cape Roque, and at Iait rufn
dangeroufly aground on the ifland Juan Gonfalvez,
near the mouth of the river Amargofa, in five de-
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rees South latitude. It was not till the month of
April that the neceflary repairs were completed,
and they ftood acrofs the Atlantic; being at fhort
allowance of provifions for the greatelt part of
the paflage. The laft letter of the Count was
written from the coaft of Brafil, and confequently
the remainder of this account muft come from
the letters of his companions. It does not appear

why he doubled the Cape of Good Hope without
putting in. The firl plmc he touched at was
Sofala, on the Eaftern co aft of Africa, where he
'ﬂ‘nchored on the 22d of May, 1785, and remained
a fortnight to refreth his pem)!e. On the 7th of
July they anchored in the Bay of Antan \gara, ao(mt
ten leagues to the South- Well of Cape St. Sebaftian,
and unloaded  their cargo, the Count’s intention
being to p;oceed over lmd to the Bay of Anton-
gil, where the fhip was to meet them. It appears
by the letters, that Lamboin, King of the North,
who is mentioned in thefe Mum Irs, came to pay
his refpeéts to the Count, and that a body of Se-
claves unrkr a Chief or King likewile came and en-

camped near him; that the Count propofed to enter

imto the oath of blood with him, but he excufed
himfelf till a future day, on account of the fatigua
of his )ourncv and from the mafter’s proteft it
appears, that on the 1ft of Auguft, three quarters
of an hour after the long-boat had returned on
board, between ‘l‘ hours of ten and eleven at
night, a fevere firing was heard and feen on thore

cxa&ly at the place f the Count’s encampment ;

that between five and fix in the morning a
few {cattered thot were heard in a fmdl wocna
about a mile L?p the country, and at day-light
o figns were perceived of any white men %
ﬁ}ore but that all the effe¢ts were removed; and
l:xﬁly that their own dmgerom fituation, frorn

the
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the few hands and want of arms on board, and the
probability that the Count and his party were cyf
off by the natives, together with the want of Pros
vifions, compelled them to depart for Joanna. Frop
this ifland or Mohilia they proceeded to . Oibo,
where the fupercargo fold the fhip on account of
the infurers.

If the information ended here, it might naturally
be concluded that the Count’s attempt had met
“with its. fatal termination before their departure;
ut there is a letter from one of the perions on
J board, which ftates, that the writer and another
perion were not convinced that the firing was made
y the natives, bur that they figned the protef
becaule overborne by numbers: and in another

i

- ¢

| I fetter irom an officer, who was brought prifoner to

i the Ifle of France after the fina} deftru&ion of

i the Count’s party, which (as far as relates to the

i deftruétion of the Count and his people by the
¥i '

rench) is confirmed by the writer of the former
letter, I find mention indeed of 3 firing heard in the
| night; but, contrary to the proteft, the. writer
bl affirms, that the fhip failed in fight of thofe on
i fhore, to their great altonjfhment, and that it was in
l vain that they {tood after her with the country boats,
it "The fame writer continues to ftate, that fifteen days
! after the departure of the veflel the Count departed
| for Angoutci, leaving moft of his people behind ta
follow him ; but the greatelt part fell fick and died,
il two only remaining. From this letter, which,
iowever, 1n many refpedts feems to want explana-
lon,; 1t appears that the power and influence of
ne Count was {uch, that he had an armed force
of the natives at his command, with which he pro-
i ceeded ro Angoutci, and commenced holtilities
']r againit the French by feizing their ftorehoufe. Here
| lf in eretting a town after the mans
ner of the countrv; and from hence he fent a de-
i3 ; tachment

L g
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tachment of one hundred men to take pofleffion of
the French Fadory at Foul Point; but they were
prevented from carrying their purpole into execution
by the fight of a frigate which was at anchor off
the Point. In confequence of thele movements,
the Government of the Ifle of France fenta fhip
with fixty regulars on board, who landed, and at-
tacked the Count on the morning of the 23d ok
May, 1786. He had conftruéted a {mall redoqbt
defended by two cannon, in  which himfelf, with
two Europeans and thirty natives, waited the ap-
proach of the enemy. The blacks fled at the firft
fire, and Benyowiky, having received a ball in his
right breaft, fell behind the parapet; whence he
was dragged by the hair, and expired a few minutes
afterwards. |
Thus ended the life and adventures of the Count
de Benyowiky ; a man of invincible {pirit, inured
to hardfhips, and habituated to face danger and |
every extremity with a moft uncommon degree of}
firmnefs.] To thefe extraordinary powers, he added
an intimate and almoft intuitive knowledge of the
human mind. By nature, education and habit, he
was formed to perfuade, to command, and to coerce ;
and his deftiny gave him ample occafion to exercife
thefe talents. Of this fingular charatter many and
various have been the opinions. Thole whole in-
terefts led them to oppofe him have {pared no accu-
fations againft him ; and their accufations are of the
ftrongeft and even the moft horrid nature. His
enemies have reprefented him as the unfeeling
tyrant, and the unprincipled robber :-—yet while he
lived he never was without enthufialtic admirers,
and warm friends who readily exerted themfelves,
againft every rifque and every calumny, to ferve him,
If it were expetted that I thould give my opinion,
I would declare, that I have not yet feen any thing
againft him which will not bear two interpretations;
or
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or which has not been written by men who contry
dict each other, and had an intereft in traduc

him. For thefe reafons it is that I would {ufpenq
my opinion ; and thefe are the reafons why, in the
multifarious correfpondence which now Les before
me, I have paffed over the recriminations in filence,
I 'have colletted only fuch fads as appear 1ndubits.
ble, and have fupprefled all names, becaufe the cor.
refpondence, on account of the prefent firm fituation
of the gentleman to whom it of right belongs, has

pafled into my hands, without any other reftriction

but fuch as the fentiments of every man of prin
ciple and delicacy muft infpire.

W/ NICHOLSON
Londony Dec. 4, 1780,

POSTSCRIPT.
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Since the foregoing Preface was printed, Ihave been
Javoured, by Sir Fofeph Banks, Bart. P. R. S.
with the communication of the following Papers,
which Lhere infert, with a few Remarks.

No. I.

Extraitde la Lettre de M L’Evéque le Bon, due 24
Septembre, 1771, de Macao.

IL vient d’arriver hier a Macao un Both i Pa.
vilion Hongrois, commandé par le Baron Hongrois,
Maurice Augufte Aladar Benyortky, Confeiller du
Prince Albert, duc de Saxe, Colonel de fi Majefte
Apoltolique RO} al Imperiale la Reine d’ Homme et
Officier d’un regiment de la Confederation de la
Republique, A Couronne de Pologne.

Ce ]“v”[onhf’ur9 apres avoir recu fep blefldres dans
un combat contre les Ruffes pres de muammu.,
fut fait prifonnier de (:uu'n,, et conduit dans la
meme ville ou fe trouve détend comme pnionmer
d’Etat le Prince Szoltits, ] \wf:%ue de Cracovie, Se-
nateur de Pologne.

Le Baron a trouve le moyen de s "échaper, apres
avoir recu une patente du Prince F veque, prifon-
nier, qui exhorte tous les Catholi liques furtout, a

mcoulif
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fecourir le dit Sieur Alader Benyotifky, pour luj
procurer le moyen de parvenir aupres de, L Empereyy
d’Allemagne, et aupres du Saint Siege Apoftolique,
Lu patente due Prelat eft dattée de fa prifon, le 6th
Novembre, 1770,

De 54 hommes d’equipage, il ne refte plus a ce
capitaine que 8 hommes en fanté; tout le refte eft
fur e grabat. Depuis deux mois ils fouffroient Je
faim et la foif : il a eu fon embarcation deux fois
brife€, deux fois ils "ont raccomodée et remife en etat,
Il ne fcait ni le Portugais ni PEfpagnol, mais il
parle Latin, Francois, & Allemand. Il eft veny pat
le Nord, & a cotoy€ le Japan, &c.

No II.

An Account of the arrival of a fmall Veffel, of about
eighty tons, at Macao, the 2 3d of September Ia Z, coma
manded by Baron Maurice Aout Alladar Benyor/ly,
Colorel in the Hungarian fervice, on board of which
were fixty-two Hungarian foldiers, and frve women,
who, by their account, efcaped Jrom their imprifonment
in Siberia.  Taken from the Colonel’s owon 2w ds, by
me, Nathaniel Barlow, who was at Macao the 1ime
when they arrived there.

UPON a vifit I made to the Baron above-men-
tioned, foon after his arrival, I requefted of him,
as a great favour, he would be pleafed to give me
a recital of his adventures, as I told him {omething
very extraordinary muft have happened to him, by
his coming into thofe parts, {fo remote from his own
-ountry, - Agreeable to my requeft, he VEry po-
hitely acquiefced, and mentioned the following par=
ticulars, in the French language.

He
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He faid, that he was firft fecretly fent by the

Court of Hungary, with a body of five thoufand

foldiers, to the afliftance of the "Catholic Confede-
rates in Poland, who were at that time at war with
the Proteftant party of the fame nation, . aflifted by
the Ruflians. That foon after his arrival in Poland,
and joining a body of the confederates, they had an
engagement with the Ruflians, who being fuperior
in numbers, foon defeated his body, took him, and
almoft all his men, prifoners, and fent them away,
with all expedition, into different garrifonsin Si-
beria. That on his arrival at the place deftined
for him and his party, they were put into clofe con-
finement, and treated in a moft cruel manner, info-
much, that they were determined to attempt an
eRape at the hazard of their lives : very fortunately,
an opportunity offered, by the guard being reduced
to a fmall number, whom they foon overpowered,
took their arms and marched off, with all expe-
dition, towards the province of Kamchatka, where
in a fea-port, named C/’ewm, he hada friend on
whom he could depend for aﬂi’%ancc In extricating
him from the ddnocrs that he was threatened with.
Accordingly, BL{LTIDE{HV days marching over moun-
tains, anfi fometimes thz rough almoft impenetrable
woods, (during which time he ex <perienced every
mliery poflible, by the want of provifions and water)
he fortunately arrived at the above fea-port, wncxc,
to his great joy, he found his friend, by whofe ai-
fiftance a veflel was pIOLUIC and in a fhort time
got ready for failing, when the Colonu and his party
embarked. As he md formerly ferved in the ma-
rine fervice of the States of Maha, he thereby
learnt Navigation, by the affiftance of which ke in-
tended m“lung a coafting voyage of it to China
but being drove off the coaft by a gale mcwmd and

|

not expecting to make it again, he fteered to the
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1ff"*”‘~.r'>'"’,iz1 hopes of finding fome iflands he had
heard was in that quarter.  Accordingly, after
many days failing, md great fufferings, ‘he fortus
ncly arrived at one of them he ﬁmpmcd to be near

e Continent of Ammlca vhere he got feveral
“"‘)‘;us of refrefhment an\i after ﬂa}m a little
time, he embarked, with a dcﬁgn to go to Acapulca,
but not meeting with favourable wmds ﬁeﬁled
towards the Phillipine iflands, where, after encoun-
tering with frefh dlfﬁx ulties, he arnved at the Ma-
rians, from whence mtem.mv to go to Manilla, was
prevented by unfavourable winds: he then came
to the refolution of fteering towards China, where
ke fortunately arrived at the port of Maca 20, after
a voyage of four months.

e was as far north as 63 degrees ; had with him
Lord Anfon’s voyages, trﬁmatad into the Sclavonian
language, which hc repeatedly faid was of the
greatelt ufeto him, being guided, in a great mea-
z"um—*, by them.——In his apartment were feveral
mathematical inftruments, fp cially a quadrant, and
a crofs ftaff. On reque (ting for a ﬁght of his drafts,
he, with great reluttance, produced one, but, un-
tuckily, a pentleman in com :pany telling him tha? one

byt b

of us was a fea.c captain, he nnmcdmtd" withdrew,
and carrizd with him the draft, by which we loft the
opportunity of knowing more particulars of this
very extraordinary voyage.

‘The veflel is fifty feet long, and fixteen broad,
entirely built of fir,

No.
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No. III.
(C. 0. B Y.)

Baron Benyorfky’s Narrative of a Voyage from Kamf-
chattka to Macao.

Dewenu en prifon, 1769. Anné
Amenez en exile avec Meff. Princés, P. Koltik, Eveque
de Cracovia,
P. Kangu/fzko,
P Rzfevuizky,
L oA acz,
Eveque de Kiove.

A Kamfchatka, fous 63 degree de la Latitude du
Nord, 175 Long. 1771 L’ Anne.

DANS le mois May, fortis fur le galliotte St. Piere,
pafler jufque a 238 degree de la Longitude, a 57
Latitude, d’ou, naviger a pafler I’Ilfle Mariain par la
grande tempete, et fort vents devenu a Japon, ou,
ton de L’Androis, du Port Namqu, mil pieds ala
Texe, de la venu a I’'llle, Touza et Bonzo, de la,
julque a Nangeafaki, d’ou aprez avoir peu de Noires
fortis et pafler par les Ifles Amuy, julque a Formofa,
et I'Ifle Bafchet, enfin, prit le cours droitment, a
Makao, ou je fuis arrive dans le mois Septembre,
1771 L’ Ann.

Signe par .
Sortis avec 85 hommes,* Baron Maurice, Aout d’ Ala-
Arrivé avec 62 do. dar de Benyor/ky, Colonelle

de Ja Maj. Imp. Generale
Regem. tar des les Confe-
deres.

- Mem. The original from which the foregoing
is taken, being wrote with very faint ink, upon bad
paper, and German charaters frequently ufed, have
occafioned imperfections in this Copy.

Vor. I, C | No.
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No. 1V.

Extrall of a Letter from the Supra-Cargoes of Couna
cil at Canton, in China, dated 20th November, 177 %4
received per Britifh King.

A SMALL veflel arrived at Macao the 23d Sep-
tember, commanded by a Hungarian Baron, Mau-
tice Augufto Alader Benyorfky, which has occa-
fioned much fpeculation. They being at Macao,
and cannot obtain permiffion to come to Canton,
we are deprived of the means to procure the intel-
ligence which we might poflibly otherwife do, had
we an opportunity of difcourfing with him: it
feems beyond doubt, he is come from: Kamfchatka,
but by what track, or his motive, we have only what
he pleafes to fay, being the only perfon who fpeaks
about their concerns, and he very referved. We
could wifh it were in our power to give you a par-
ticular account of this affair, but cannot do more
than fend you theaccounts we have received from
others, and one that he gave himfelf, and figned by
him. He has claimed the prote€tion of the French s
had a chop procured for him and fome of his officers
to come to Canton, but by their being mentioned
in the chop (which was procured by Puan Khequa)
under the denomination of French merchants : and
the Hoppo’s officer at Macao having had them de-
fcribed to him differently before, he r2turned the
chop to Canton, and did not fuffer them to proceed.
The Mandarines here are apprehenfive they may be
Ruffians ; and Puan Khequa, afraid of being drawn
mto fome ferape, he rather chufes to decline inter-
fering, and they are likely to remain at Macao till
the French fhips leave China, which ihips they are to
embark on board of for Europe.

No,
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No. V.

Extradt of a Letter from Canton, in China, to Mr.
Pigou, dated the soth November, 1771

ON the 23d of September a fmall veffel, com-
manded by 2 Hungarian Baron, arrived at Macao.
He fays, that he was firft fecretly fent by the Court
of Hungary, with a body of five thoufand men,
which he commanded, to the offiftance of the Catholic
Confederates 1n Poland, who were at war with the
Proteftant party of the fame nation, affilted by the
Ruffians. That {foon ofter his arrival in Poland,
and joining the Confederates, he had an engage-
ment with the Ruflians, who defeated his army, and
{fent them into different garrifons in Siberia, where,
being cruelly treated, the Colonel and party with
him refolved to make their efcape, which they eafily
effected, their guard being very weak : from thence
they got to the port of Kamfchatka, where they pro-
cured a fmall veflel, and failing to the northward,
made land, which they fuppoled to be part of the
continent of North America. Finding themfielves
wrong in their tract, they altered their courfe, and

ofter five weeks fail came to Japan, where they had
feveral {kirmifhes with the natives. They afterwards
{faw the Marian iflands, and thence bore away di-
re@ly for Macao, being in great diftrefs for pros

6}"’iﬁOnS,
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TRANSLATION or Tue PAPER, Nol,

Extracl of a Leiter from M. the Bilkop Le Bon, .
dated September 24th, 1771, from Macao.

YESTERDAY arrived at Macao a veflel under
Hungarian colours, commanded by the Hungarian
Baron, Maurice Augufte Aladar Benyoriky, Coun-
cellor to Prince Albert, Duke of Saxony, Colonel
(in the fervice) of her Apoftolic Royal Imperial
Majelty, the Queen of Hungary, and officer of a re-
giment of the Confederation of the Republic of
Poland.

This gentleman, after having received feven
wounds in a battle againft the Ruffians near Kami.
nieck, was made prifoner of war, and condu@ed
into the fame town where the Prince Szolits, Bifhop
of Cracovia, is detained a prifoner of ftate,

The Baron found the means to elcape, after hav-
ing received a patent from the Prince Bifhop, the
rifoner, who exhorts all Catholics efpecially to affift
the faid Sieur Aladar Benyorfky, to procure him the
means of repairing to the prelence of the Emperor
of Germany, and before the Holy Apoftolical Court.
The patent of the Prelate is dated from his prifon,
on the 6th of November, 1470, '

Qut of fifty-four men aof his equipage, there re-
mains no more to, this Captain than eight men in
health ; all the reft are confined to their beds. For
two months paft they fuffered hunger and thirt. He
has been twice thipwrecked, and twice they have re-
paired their veffel. He is not acquainted with the
Portuguefe or the Spanith, but he fpeaks Latin,
French, and German. He came from the North,
and has coafted the ifland of Japan, &c.

REMARKS
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REMARKS oN THE PAPER, No. L

THIS Letter was written the day after the Count’s
arrival at Macao, and does not contain the leaft hint
of his banifhment into Siberia. It fpecifies no dates,
except the Count’s arrival at China, and that of the
patent, faid to be obtained at Kaminieck, I fcarce-
ly need obferve, that this account does not agree
with the memoirs; and that the Count was at or
near the town of Ochozk, in Siberia, at the time
the patent is faid to have been given at Kaminieck.
Upon this occafion I have not the leaft inclination
to doubt the veracity of M. Le Bon; but whether
thefe inconfiftencies arofe from the difpofition of
concealing the particulars of his adventures, which
evidently actuated the Count, who expeted great
advantages from the knowledge he had acquired ; or
whether they may confift, for the moft part, of
thofe inaccuracies which ufually accompany the
relation of verbal communications, I fhall nothere

attempt to decide.

—— SRR R N S —

Ox THE PAPER, NolIL

IN this paper it may be obferved, that the
Count, being defirous of keeping the particulars of
his expedition as fecret as poilible, judged it necef-
fary to communicate a pretended fet of adventures.
The letter inferted in the Gentleman’s Magazine
agrees very nearly with this report of Mr. Barlow: 1
fhall not therefore repeat the remarks I have already
made upon that print. The mathematical inftru-
ments in his apartment are not defcribed with fuffi-
clent minutenefs, to clear up the doubts, or con-
firm the affertions, made in the note at the foot of

page Xix,
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page xix. It {eems probable, however, that the crofs.
ftaff would not have poflefled a place among his
mathematical inftruments, if the quadrant had been
one of Hadley’s conftruction. Mr. Barlow fays the
veflel was about eighty tons burthen :—Benyowiky
(nage 70, vol. 1.) eftimates it at two hundred and
forty: both are, perhaps, mere guefles; but. from
the dlmenﬁons given in this paper, and the draft
of water mentioned at page 279 of the firft volume,
the Count’s number proves very near, though un-
der the truth,

Ox srue-B A P-E Ry No.~HIL

THIS is doubtlels the original from which the
fecond paper in the Gentleman’s Magazine (page
vii.) was tranflated. As the Count’s intention,
certainly, was not that of conveying information,
but of mifleading the enquirers at Canton, I have
not thought it neceflary either to attempt an emen-
dation of this imperfeét copy, or to attempt any
tranilation.

Ox tTue PAPERS, No.lIV. & V.

THESE Papers do not appear to require any

i «J
comment.
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OF

g9auritiug Jugulius Tount de Wenpowshy;

MAGNATE OF THE KINGDOMS OF HUNGARY
AND POLAND, ONE OF THE CHIEFS OF THE
CONFEDERATION OF POLAND, &c, &c.

CONSISTING OF HIS MILITARY OPERATIONS IN POLAND, HI§
EXILE INTO KAMCHATKA, HIS ESCAPE AND VOYAGE FROM
THAT PENINSULA THROUGH THE NORTHERN PACIFIC
OCEAN, TOUCHING AT JAPAN AND FORMOSA, TO
CANTON IN CHINA, WITH AN ACCOUNT OF
THE FRENCH SETTLEMENT HE WAS

APPOINTED TO FORM UPON THE
ISLAND OF MADAGASCAR.
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MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS
O B .URE

COUNT peE BENYOWSKY.

THE Count Mauritius Auguftus de Benyowiky,
Magnate of the kingdoms of Hungary and Poland,
was born in the year 1741 at Verbowa, the here-~
ditary lordfhip of his family, fituated 1n the county
of Nittria, in Hungary. He was the fon of Samuel,
Count dé Benyowiky, General of Cavalry, in the
fervice of the Emperor, and Rofa, Baronefs of
Revay, Lady and hereditary Countefs of Thurocz.
The early part of his life was employed in the courfe
of education, ftudies and exercifes which the court
of Vienna affords to fuch of its vaffals as are of illuf-
trious families; and upon his arrival at the age of
fourteen years he fixed his choice on the profeflion
of arms. He was accordingly received into the
regiment of Siebenfchien, in quality of Liéutenant,
and joined the Imperial army then in the field
againft the King of Pruffia.[ The firft battle at
which he was prefent was that of Lobofitz, on the
th of O&ober, 1756, under the command of
General Brown ; the fecond was that of Prague, on
the 6th of May, 1757, under the Prince Charles of
Lorrain ; and the third was before Schweidnitz, on
the 12th of November, 1757. In the following
year, 1758, he had a fhare in the battle of Dom-

NoOL: L B {tadt,




| ) MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF
it é’i';u*‘st", under the command of General Laudon, after
: hich period he received an invitation from his
fith { R uncle, the Staroft of * Bieniowiky, to repair to Po-
it land, in order to fecure the inheritance of his Sta-
i roftie. tle therefore quitted the Imperial fervice,
il and haftened into l,u.ucmm, where he was acknow-
| tedged by his uncle as his heir, and fucceeded him
'f in the po[v flion of his lands."\ His tranquillity was,
| l however, interruptcd by the fJf iden death of his fa-
L ther, and the intelligence he received that his bro-
”\ thers in law had taken pofleflion of his inheritance.
I This usiex eCted cat“{’uwhe demanding his imme
il diate prefence in Lunm y, he quitted thhmnn,
i with the {om view of Obtd‘l‘lﬂ”’ pofleflion of the pro-
i perty of his family ; but on hm arrival he found the
i \.\.Lf" e in the hands 0‘9 his brothers in law, who, by
|
|

Wil

_-a(—

orce, oppofed hiis entrance into his own caftle. In
11 COnjt nlfrme, attending only to the juftice of
| caufz and the dﬂcmb of his vivacity, he repaired
| Kruffova, a lordfhip dependant on ‘the caftle of
I Verbowa, where, after l\iu“ caufed himfelf to be
i , cknow rL.k.gcJ by hl vaflals, “and being affured of
' ir fdeli thel ly and by their affiftance

‘ his effeCts. His brothers in

wus defeated in their ufurpation, adopted the
:noft atrocious expedient to compleat his ruin.  For

g
&

% s S e
o
N/

L
1
il

| this i im they “f (»mf ed him at the court o
il Vienna as a 1« ,Ju and difturber of the publm peﬂce :
il ‘ (i 2 1
i in (,fl‘,’\“ quence of W}JI ch falfe information the Em-
i decree in Chancery againft the

Count, who was, by that means, not only deprived
of his property, but compelled to withdraw, with
the utmoft expedition, into Poland. It was in
!l b vain that he tranfmitted many memorials from Po-
| fy his conduct; as his enemies

|
!
!
f pre:s ucen iffued a
|
|
|
'
i

land, tending to-juili
1, LS . -

fupprefied them, and continued firm in the ufurpa-
tion of his property.

* Thus fpelled in the manufeript, after the Polith manner.

| This
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COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 3

This difgrace, added to the efforts of a difpofition
naturally active, made him determine to tfa.\i'el; {o
that after eftablithing his eftate in Lithuania in pro-
per.hands, he repaired to Darztzigk, .with the inten-
tion of applying himfelf to navigation, and made
feveral voyages to Hamburgh, and from thence to
Amfterdam and to Plymouth.  He was on the point
of making a voyage ‘to the Ealt Indies in the year
1767, when he received feveral letters trom the
Magnates and Senators of Poland, which engaged
him to return thither, in order to join 1n the confe-
deration then forming. The perfonal regard he en-
tertained for many of the nobility of that kingdom,
added to the juftice of their caufe, and the confide-
ration of his own peculiar interefts, induced him to
comply with the earneft folicitations of his friends.
He accordingly arrived at Warfaw in the month of
July, where he entered into an obligation upon
oath with the chiefs of the confederacy, to the fol-
lowing effect :—

1. That he acknowledged the confederation as the
only lawful tribunal of the republic, and that he
would pay obedience only to the orders iflued from
its council.

2. That he would not acknowledge the King until
the confederation thould have declared him lawfully
eleéted.

3. That he would join the confederation, on the
firflt notice, where they fhould determine to aflem-
ble, to oppofe the Ruflians by force of arms; and
that he would not forfake the colours of the confe-
deration fo long as the Ruffians fhould remain in
Poland.

4. That he would faithfully obey all the orders
of the council or generality of the - confederation.

In the month of December he left Warfaw, with
the defign of endeavouring to make his rights known
at the court of Vienna, but being at length deprived

B 2 of
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of every hope of juftice, he was obliged to return in-
to Poland. Being thus unjuitly dsprived of a confi-
derable fortune iIn Lmnarv, without the [malleft
I expeltation of recovering it, he determined to quit
it | for ever the dominions of the houfe of Auftria.
i ' During his paffage through the county of Zips, he
was attacked by a vmlcnt fever, which obliged him
| ‘to interrupt his journey. On this occafion he re-
i | ceived rcpeated marks of friendfhip and regard in
, "t ‘ the houfe of Mr. Heniky, a gent‘uman ofdxfhnéhon
1 and became enamoured of one of his three dau(rhn
ters, with whom he foon after had the pleafure to  be
i united by mamagc. |
i In this ftate ke found himfelf in the pofleflion of
| | n(.ppl*lmb and tranquillity ; but it was not his fate to
1 continue long in po">ﬁlon of repofe. ''he confe-
derate {tates of Poland, a party of whom had de-
B clared themielves at Cracow, taking notice that the
Count de Benyowiky was one of the firft who had
| figned their union at Warfaw, wrote to him to join
Ly . them. - Their preffin fohcnauo*ls would have been
it inefteCtual, if he nml ‘10t been ated on by aftronger
{01 tie. His oath compelled him to go. He thﬂrefor
Ll : arted without inferming his houw, and repair-
ed to C.‘uco\:, where he a: 1ved on the very day the

"‘.'

t O m:n made the afia mt He was received with
it pen arms by the Marfhal Czarnezky, and was im-
; il med ?':rslv appointed Colonel-General, Commander
it e of Cavalry, aad(martcl -Mafter General,
t]

————————r—
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}» :
e 6th of July (1768) he was detached. to

| Novitarg, to c,fmauO: a l’ou:n regiment to Cracow,
: a (‘ommiﬁion which he performed with' honour, by
| bringing the whole regiment, Compofed of fix hun-
| dred men, through the camp of the enemy before
I!] lh town.

‘ il I'he Marthal was {o well fatisfied with the condué
| | of the Count, that he prevailed on the council of the
| ’! generality to appoint him Mufter- Mafter General,
el | place

e ———— e e T - e e S s e — —— - -
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COUNT DE PENYOWSKY. L
place for which he had a .competitor In the Prince
Martin de Lubomieriky, who, upon his arrival at
1 . R
Cracow with two thoufand regular troops, was dae-

clared a member of the generality of the confedera-

tion, and Infpector-General of Cavalry.

Before the arrival of this Prince, the Count de
Benyowiky had propofed to the Marfhal an expedi-
tion. to feize the fortrefs of Landicron with the Polith
regiment 1n the fervice of the Crown, which was
quartered inthat province. The Prince de Lubo-
mieriky, on fearing of this propofal, thought the
enterprize eafy, and undertook it himfelf. With-
out acquainting the Count, he therefore gave or-
ders to his cavalry to proceed, and it was not till
after his departure that the Marfhal Czarnefky in-
formed him of this attempt. The Count de Ben-
yowlky did not hefitate to affure the Marfhal that
the Prince would be defeated by the Ruflians
before he had proceeded half the way, and that
there was no other remedy than to fend the reft of
the cavalry, without delay, to charge the Ruflians
at the inftant of their attack on the Prince. Unfor-
tunately, the Marthal was long in deciding ; fo that
it was not till the fecond day after the departure of
the Prince that the Count de Benyowiky received
orders to march, with fourteen hundred cavalry, to
fupport him. In confequence of this delay the Count,
notwithftanding his utmolt diligence, did not arrive
a2t Kremenka till fix hours after the defeat of the
Prince. However, he had the good fortune to find
the Ruflians on the fpot, not.expelting any attack.
Upon the information he had received from his {pies
of their. pofition and their negligence, he attacked
and defeated them, and retook two hundred men,
who had been made prifoners, of the party of the
Prince Lubomierfky.

~ After this manceuvre he himfelf formed the pro-
ject of carrying the attempt upon Landfcron into
execution.




d

i

‘7‘“.“ | I

6 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

execution. On his march towards that fortrefs he
was fo fortunate as to meet with feveral bodies of
the Prince de Lubomierfky’s troops, which reinforc.
ed his own. At length hearrived before thefortrefs,
where he fummoned the troops of the Crown to fur-
render them{elves prifoners, and to put him in pof-
{’*1:'01’ of the \»l Cce which h(, had the fatisfation Of
feeing performed in the fpace of an hour’s time,
His firft proceeding was to engage the new troops
under their oath of fidelity, i*’r the fervice of the

onfederation ; after which he difpatched a courier

,to the Prince leOIllI(,lm}, (who, fince his defeat,

had taken refuge n Hungary, without troops or
friends,) to dmuanxt him with his {uccefs, and in-
vite him to refume his command. But two days
afterwards, having received undoubted information
that the Ruflian General, Count Apraxin, was on
his march to inveft Cracow, he judged it indifpen-
fably neceflary to haften to the defence of that place;
and as he forefaw that a town of that magnitude
could not be defended unlefs it were well fupplied
with provifions, he laid the diftricts of Bielcz, Land-
fcron, and Nov?mrg, under contribution, and ob-
tained eighty carriages of grain, with fix hundred
oxen.

With this convoy he quitted Landfcron, and
marched towards Cracow. On his arrival at Vie-
licka, a town famous for its falt-works, he met a
party of Ruflians, uh*ch he attacked and defeated,
taking thirty prifoners, and the fum of nine hundred
and eighty thoufand Polith florins, being the King’s
revenue from the falt-works. In the .nght of the

2gth'of July he came to the paflage of the Viftula,
from whence he difpatched an officer to inform the
Marfhal Cz arnuky of his return, requefting that
the gates might be opencd to ddnllt his party into
the town without being difcovered by the Ruflians.
The Marfbal, who was net acquainted with the

particulars
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particulars of the enterprize of the Count, but had

e

f heard by report that he was defeated and flain, was
. -overjoyed at his return, and he entered 4the city
S, with four thoufand cavalry, a large fum of money,
o and a fupply of provifions.

. Immediately " after the arrival of the Count, he
f propoi'ed to the Marfhal to eftabiith a camp without
e the town ; reprefenting to him, that their numerous
% cavalry would exhauft their magazines without be-
e ing of any atility. In fupport of this propofal he
oy obferved, that the greateft advantages would be
t, derived from an entrenched camp, as 1t would faci-
5 litate the junétion of feveral parties of the nobility,
e who durit not declare themfelves in favor of the

s confederation, becaufe they faw no force to fupport
them againit the Ruffians. ‘Lhe reprefentations of

the Count did not, however, prevail with the coun-

)
nn- cil of the confederation.  Orders Wwere given to
{3 {hut and barricade the gates of the town, including
™ all the troops, whofe number amounted to thirteen
d thoufand men. General Apraxin approached every
a. day nearer the town, and laid the furrounding
2. country defolate, fo that it could no longer afford
d any {ubfitance to the befieged. Provifions, by
this means, becoming very {carce and dear, the
d Count again propofed to the Marfhal to permit him
3 to fally out with a party of two thoufand cavalry,
i in hopes that with this troop he might throw fome
g provifions 1nto the town, and perhaps caufe e
-d Ruffian General to raife the fiege. The council of
e the generality accepted this propofal, and permitted
o him to leave the city on themz.gd of July, when he
¥ pafled out at the gate of the Viftula, and fwam his
G troops acrofs the river, every other paflage being
o {hut up. .
3 _As foon as he had gained the open country he
i3 fh{patc}led feveral officers to engage the nobility to
e join him, and fw'z’u;{h {ubfitance for the befieged
LOWI,
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town. As early as the 8th of Auguft he found him-
felf at the head of near five thoufand horfe and a
good number of carriages, loaded \x..fir.h' provifions,
drawn by oxen, which were likewife intended to
make part of the fubfiftance. On the 7th of Au-
gult he repaired to the paffage of the Viftula; but
finding it occupied by the Ruflians, he retreated to-
wards Vielicka, for the greater certainty of intro.
ducing the {upplies into the town ; and, ‘as he con-
cluded that the beft method of infuring fuccefs would
be to attack the Ruflians on one fide, in order to fa-
cilitate the paflage on the other, he accordingly
marched on the 10th of the fame month, with three
thoufand horfe, diredtly to the enemy’s camp, leav-
ing the convoy of provifions under the command of
the Baron de Klufewiky, Colonel of In antry, with
orders to take advantage of the moment of the at.
tack to enter the town. At three o’clock in the
morning the Count, in perfon, attacked the Ruffian
camp, and compelled General Apraxin to colle@ all
his troops to oppofe him, by which means a paflage
was left for the Baron de Klufewfky. At eight
o’clock the Count, being convinced that his fup-
plies had entered Cracow, madea precipitate retreat,
after having loft above fixteen hundred men. The’
Ruflian cavalry, compofed of Coffacks and Huflars,
purfued the Count, who, in his retreat, had the
misfortune to have his horfe killed under him, and,
after receiving two wounds, he himfelf fell at laft
into the hands of the enemy.

The Ruffian General, being informed of the fuc-
cefsfel manceuvre of the Count, was imprefled with
a very high opinion of him, and propofed to the
Count to enter into the fervice of his fovereign ; an
offer which was reje@ted with difdain. He was,
therefore, on the point of being fent with the other
prifoners to Kiovia, where his friends ranfomed him
for two thoufand ducats, which 4re equivalent to

| twenty-
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twenty-two thoufand French livres.” Being thus fet
at liberty, he confidered himfelf as difpenfed from
his parole which he had given to the Ruflians; it
being an snconteftable truth, that a’man who pur-
chafes the ufe of his faculties has a right to apply
them to any ufe he may find neceflary for his wel-
fare. By virtue of this indubitable right, the Count
again entered Cracow, and was received with the
moft perfet fatisfation by the whole confederacy.
At the firft council of war which was held,  he
. reprefented to the generality, that the town being
no longer able to hold out, it became an object of
the utmoft confequence to fecure another place of
retreat. He therefore propofed to the council to
appoint him to feize the caftle of Lublau, fituated
on the frontier of Hungary, This proje¢t was ap-
proved of by the council, and the execution was
committed to the charge of the Count, who on the
22d quitted the town of Cracow, a body of fix hun-
dred horfe being appointed to follow hin. On his
arrival on the frontier he ufed every exertion to ob-
tain the intelligence neceflary to infure fuccefs to his
enterprize. Heeven ventured to vifit the command-
ing officer of the caftle, who was not apprehenfive
of the leaft danger. After a few vifits he had the
‘addrefs to engage more than half the garrifon, by
oath, in the intereft of the con ederation, and he
only waited for the appearance of the detachment
from Cracow. But it unfortunately happened that
the commander of that body was fo indifcreet as to
divulge the purpofe to which it was deftined ; fo
that the news arrived at the caftle of Lublau before
the troops, and the Count de Benyow{ky, who
waited in readinels in the town of Georgenburg,
near the caftle, was feized, and carried into that
fortrefs. The precaution he had taken of remaining

¥
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in Hungary did not fave him from the danger, be-
caufe the commandant of Leutfch, an Imperial town,
had permitted the foreign troops to pafs into Hun.
gary, contrary to the rights of his fovereign, The

(&2
o

commanding officer of the caftle treated the Count
with the greateft indignity, and, purfuant to his
order, {ent him to General Apraxin at Cracow, who
had taken pofleflion of that town during the ab-
fence of the Count. It fortunately happened, how.
ever, that, in the paflage from Novitarg, a troop of
two hundred confederates, whole commanding of-
ficer knew the uniform of the troops who were con-
duling the Count, met them and refcued him out
of their hands. As foon as the officer recognized
the Count de Benyowfky, he furrendered his com-
mand to him. With this fmall force he marched
towards Lublin, a town where the reft of the con.
federation of Cracow had appointed to meet, in
order to join thofe of Bar. On his arrival near
Lublin he fent an intelligent officer to enquire
whether the Ruffians were ftill at a diftance, and
whether any part of the confederation had already
repaired to Lublin. The officer, on his return,
acquainted him, that he had found 2 party of the
confederates in Lubli s commanded by M. Der.
zanowiky, who was then bufied in engaging the
nobility of that palatinate to declare themfelves in
favour of the confederation ; but that he had like.
wife been informed that the Ruflians were advance-
mg, by forced marches, to diflodge the confede-
rates from that town. This news caufed the Count
de Benyowfky to abandon his defign of entering
Lublin, inftead of which he proceeded to Spicza,
where he met a body of the coniederates, who
jomed his party.  ¥rom Spicza he publithed feveral
manifeftos, in which he exhorted the nobility to
join him, fixing the rendezvous af Zamofc, to which
place he direéted his march,

On
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On his arrival at Krafnoflaw he learned, that a
party of the confederates, who had retired to Chelm,
was in danger of being attacked by a body of Rul-
fians, compofed of one battalion of infantry, eight
hundred Coffacks, and four hundred Huffars. He
inftantly determined to haften to thelr affiftance,
and marched the whole night between the 1%th and
18th of O&ober, 1768. His arrival was almoit
immediately after that of the Ruflians, whofe cavalry
had began to fpread over the fuburbs. ' He attacked
and diflodged them, and upon entering the town he
propofed to Colonel Suhalfky, whom he found with
four hundred horfe in the great {quare, to leave the
town and attack the Ruffians. This being refolved
on, the Count marched out with his whole troop,
pretending to fly, in order to detach the enemy’s
cavalry from their infantry. He had the good for-
tune by this means to draw them two leagues from
Chelm, when perceiving them at a confiderable dif-
tance from their infantry, he faced about and brifkly
attacked them. The Coffacks were thrown into
confufion at the firft charge, and the Huffars, after
fuftaining the thock, endeavoured to retreat towards
their infantry ; on the arrival of which the Count,

~whofe force confifted entirely of cavalry, retired
~with the lofs of one hundred and fix men, the ene-

my not daring to purfue him. The affair being
thus terminated, the Count returned to Krafnoflaw,
where he had the fatisfaltion to meet a party of
three hundred infantry, fent by the nobility of the
palatinate of Sandomir, to the affiftance of Bar,
the city from whence the general confederation
took its name. After the addition of this troop he
found himfelf at the head of two thoufand men, in
want only of field pieces and ammunition.

Before he ‘quitted Krafnoflaw he aflembled a
council, in which it -was determined to repair to
Zamofc, and take pofleffion of the town, in order

to
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to procure” the neceflary fupplies of arms, money,
and ammunition. On the 28th of O&ober the
Count encamped in the fuburbs of the town, and
fummoned the commandant of the town to pay
the contribution of three thoufand ducats, arms
for two thoufand ‘infantry, four field pieces, four
thoufand pounds of gunpowder, and fix thou-
fand pounds of lead. On the 277th, having received
nearly the whole of his demand, he quitted Zamofc,
with the intention of repairing to Belcz, in order
to encourage the nobility of that palatinate to
declare in favour of the confederation.

Upon his arrival at Grodeck he judged it proper
to remain fome time, in expeftation of the parties
which the nobility of the palatinate of Lublin might
fend to him. Between the 6th and 10th of Noverm.
ber he was joined by feven hundred and forty-three
horfemen, and one hundred and forty fantaflins,
‘Wwhereupon, judging himfelf fufficiently {trong to
appear before Belcz, he quitted Grodeck on the
12th, on his march towards that place. As he
was pafling through the village of Lelki he met an
officer with difpatches from General Vitt, comman-
der at Kamieniecz, to the King. This officer, who
was compelled to deliver his packet, informed them,
that a Ruflian party was then in the field, for the
exprels purpofe of purfuing and deftroying the con-

federated forces under his command, and that the
Ruflian General had fet a price upon his head. After
this information, and from 'the particulars contained
in the difpatches, he changed his defign, and inftead
of repairing to Belcz himfelf, he fent no more than
a detachment of fix hundred horfe to that place,
commanded by Colonel Suhalfky, to lay the town
under contribution. The. Count pafied, with the
greateft part of his force, to Sokal, a town not
far from Belcz, where he waited the return of his
fpies. ~ One of them arrived in the night of the
acth, from whom he received information, that a
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corps of Ruffians, joined by a regiment of Polan-
ders in the fervice of the King, were marching
haftily to furprize the Count, who they f{uppofed to
be in Belcz with his whole force. At day-break he
difpatched an order to his officer in command at
Belcz to march out of the town in the night of the
21ft, and proceed towards the village of Lelki to
meet the Ruffians, and engage them to purfue him.
He exprefsly ordered him to retreat towards Sokal,
and not to face about till he arrived on the banks
of the river in the way to Sokal. After forwarding
thefe orders the Count quitted Sokal the 21ft of
December, and placed his infantry, with four pieces
of cannon, in ambufcade in a wood by the fide of
the road, while he himfelf, with his cavalry, re-
mained concealed behind an eminence nearer to
Lelki. ~In this difpofition he pafled the whole day
and part of the night, in expettation of the event,
frequently fending detachments towards Lelki to
obferve the enemy. His officers returned every
hour with information, and at length the long ex-
pected hour arrived in which he received notice
that the detachment from Belcz had met the corps
of Ruflians, was immediately attacked by them,
and that 'the confederate party would very foon
pafs by his poft. - In fa&, the Count heard feveral
difcharges of fire-arms, and quickly after he faw
Colonel Suhaliky retire towards Sokal, purfued by
the Ruffians. He fuffered both to pafs until Suhall-
ky had proceeded beyond the wood where the con-
federate infantry was in ambufh. Thefe began a
fmart fire on the Ruflians, who inftantly halted,
and afterwards retreated towards the mountain, be-
hind which the Count lay concealed, out of the
reach of cannon-thot. The Ruffians drew up in
order of battle to receive the thock of Colonel Su-
haifky’s = party, who came upon them, {upported
by the infantry, out of the ambufcade. As foon

as
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as the firft fire had began, the Count rufhed upon
the enemy’s right flank, which being forced to give
way, fell upon the centre in the greateft diforder.
The Ruflians, neverthelefs, fought with defperate
valour as long ds their ammunition lafted ; but at
length being compelled to yield to force, they fur-
rendered themfelves prifoners, to the number of
four hundred men, being the remainder of a party
of three thoufand.

After this happy termination, the Count, fur-
prized to find no cannon with the enemy’s infantry,
was informed that the Ruflian commander, General
IUmailow, having perceived that the corps of Colonel
Suhaliky was only a detachment, had concluded
that the Count himfelf remained at Belcz; for
which reafon he fent only the cavalry, with fix coms
panies of chafleurs, on the purfuit, and had him-
felf; with four battalions, fix pieces of cannon, ten
fquadrons of Huflars, and a Polifh regiment of ca-
valry, proceeded to Belcz, with the intention of
deflroying the Count’s party. In order therefore
to obtain the belt information of the defigns of
this General, the Count de Benyowlky difpatched
a Polifh Captain, M. Ribniczki, to make the ne-
cellary enquiries, and, if poflible, to bring the Polith
regiment over to the fide of the confederation.

After the departure of this emiffary the Count
retived with his troops towards Mofty, a town fituate
among the mountains of black Ruflia, about fixteen
leagues from the field of battle, where he remained
till the 27th of the month. On the 28th about

| informed that a body of troops were
ights, marching with their colours
ing. Heimmediately ordered his forces to move,
0 towards them, with a determination to
give them a warm reception ; but he was foon agree-
ably uadeceived by the arrival of a Polith officer,
whom
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whom he perceived to be his emiflary, and who in-
formed him that the troops then on their march to-
wards him confifted of four {quadrons of Polith caval-
ry, who having quitted the Ruflian fervice, were de-
firous of joining the confederation. The ufual oath
was therefore adminiftered to them, after which the
Count refolved to proceed to Bar, in order to give
an account of his proceedings to the generality of
the confederation, aad to difpofe of his prifoners.
But the following day, having received information
of the taking of Bar, and the retreat of the Count
de Potoczky towards the frontier of Turky, he
was defirous of joining him, and would have carried
his purpofe into effe, if he had not been f{olicited
by the nobility of the palatinate of Lemberg, who
fent feveral deputies to requeft him to approach
their town, and fupport them in declaring for the
confederation.” He therefore marched towards Lem-
bérg on the 4th of December, and levied a contri-
bution in that city, but was joined by no more than
fifty horfemen. From Lemberg he fent a party to
Brody, to raife fome money, and himfelf marched
towards the Dneilter. On the 14th he met at Za-
valow a party of the confederates of the corps under
the Count de Pulauzky, from whom he learned the
whole of the misfortunes the confederation had
fuffered, the taking of Bar, the defeat of Count
Potoczky at Podhayze, and the imprifonment of
the old Marfhal Pulauzky: but the event which
moft fenfibly affected him was the defign of the two
fons of the Marfhal Pulauzky, who, feeing their
father imprifoned, were defirous of quitting the
army of the confederation.

All thefe circum{tances determined the Count to
repair to. Zuaniecz on the 21ft. The young Counts
Pulauzky, his old friends, received him with the
greateft joy, as a friend capable of affilting in their
enterptizes, and on the following day he was pro-
¢laimed Commandant-General of Cavalry, and in-

talled
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ftalled in quality of Commander in Chief at Zua-
niecz, a place which the elder fon of the Count
Pulauzky ceded to him on account of the confidence
he repofed in his experience. Immediately after the
arrival of the Count a change was made in the dif.
cipline of the troops of the confederates. They
were better provided, and fubordination more ftri&-
ly attended to. And as the rigour of the feafon
feemed to forbid the approach of- the Ruflians, the
Count availed himfelf of the time to ftock the two
fortrefles of Zuaniecz' and Okopp with provifion,
in the latter of which the younger Count Pulauzky
commanded in perfon. He likewife ufed every ex-
ertion to reconcile the Counts Potoczky and Kra-
finzky with the Marfhal Pulauzky. But ‘this inter-
pofition had nearly proved unfortunate to the Count
Benyowlky himfelf; for the Count Potoefky, fuf-
etting him of an intention of releafing the Mar-
nal Pulauzky by open force, had proceeded fo far
even as to 1flue orders to arreft the Count de Ben-
yowiky. The latter, however, having received
information of the proceeding, quitted the camp
and retired to Zuaniecz, where he conneéted him.
felf {iill more intimately than before with the two
fons of the Marfhal de Pulauzky.

On the 29th of December the Count recejved
advice of the departure of the Count Potoczky,
with his troops, for Bender. He faw clearly that
this difunion between the two confederate parties
would deftroy their force; and for that reafon he
advifed the Count de Pulauzky to write to the
Counts Potoczky and Krafinzky, to reprefent to them
the numerous dangers to which they would expofe

L
1
1

many parts of the confederation, by feparating
from them: that, on the contrary, it was abfo-
lutel: neceffary to re:enter Poland with a confider-
able body of Turks to encourage and fupport the
Hoviaty -1n taking up. arms in favour of the con-

federation,
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‘federation, which they might -eafily do by dfacri-

ficing their private interefts to the general good of
the republic. But the Count Potoczky, liftening
only to the fuggeftions of his.ambition, and flattered
by the diftin&tion he met with among the Turks,

perfifted in the defign of not quitting the Turkifh

army, in which he likewife prevailed on the Count
de Krafinzky to concur.

This precipitate departure of the Counts Po-
toczky and Krafinzky, and the diftance of the
Turkifh army near Bender, entirely difconcerted
the two confederate parties, compofed of feven
thoufand eight hundred men, one half of whom
were commanded by Count Cafimir Pulauzky at
Okopp, and the other by the Count de Benyowlky
at Zuaniecz. Thefe two chiefs, in order to keep
their troops in {pirits, and likewife to ani{wer the
effential purpofes of the confederation, took into
their pay three thoufand Lipky, a kind of light
Turkifh cavalry, and after having put the fortreffes
into a ftate of defence, they eftablithed two camps
between Zuaniecz and Okopp.

Such was their pofition on the 22d of January,
1769. On the 24th they received advice that a
Ruffian corps, commanded by General Ifmailow,
was eftablithed at Conftantinow, in Wolnia, and
that another corps, under the command of General
Kretfetnikow, had fixed their quarters at Lemberg.
Hence they concluded that the Ruflians defigned
to moleft them by their light troops till the ex-
pected arrival of General Galitzin with his army.
To prevent this, their firft care was diretted to the
prefervation of the fortrefles of Zuaniecz and Okopp,
after which they raifed their camp to march towards
the enemy. The Count Pulauzky undertook to
alt againft General Kretfetnikow, and the Count
Benyowiky againft General H{mailow. The latter
direted his march towards Skalat, a caftle and
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town belonging to the Count Scipion, one of his
beft friends, a circumftance which, however, did
not prevent him from feizing the artillery and fur-
niture.. From Skalat he marched to Viogrodeck,
Lampol, and Zaczflaw, at which laft place he re-
ceived a reinforcement of one hundred and fixty-
nine horfemen and eighty-two foot foldiers. From
Zaczflaw he retired into the foreft of Lackow,
whence he difpatched two of his officers to recon-
noitre the enemy’s poft at Conftantinow. On their
return he learned that General Hmailow was not
yet arrived, but that he was continually expetted,
and that there was at Conftantinow only a Major,
commander of fix companies of infantry, having
with him two field pieces, four hundred Huffars,
and three or four hundred Coflacks ; and that the
enemy was ignorant of the pofition of the confe-
derates, whom they fuppofed f{till to remain in their
fortrefles. On this information the Count de Ben-
yoiky marched his troops the whole 'night be-
tween the 7th and 8th of February, and arrived be-
fore Conftantinow at four in the morning. = He im-
mediately difpofed his troops in order, and at five
o'clock attacked them in three different places.
The Ruflians made very little refiftance, fo that
great numbers of them were flain, becaufe the
Turks gave no quarter, a circumftance which obliged
the Count to threaten the Aga who commanded
them, that if he did not put a ftop to the carnage
made by his troop, he would punifh their cruelty on
the fpot. This firmnefs of the Count preferved the
lives of many of thefe unfortunate men.

After having thus defeated the Ruflians he took
pofleflion of Conftantinow, which he laid under
contribution, and ‘then proceeded to Medzibors.
On the 15th he took: the caftle of Medzibors, the
garrifon ‘ confifting of fixty-eight grenadiers, with
eight' pieces of ‘cannon, and a quantity of ammuni-

tion
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tion and provifions. From Medzibors he pafled the
river Bogh, and marched towards Grodek ; during
which he was informed that the Ruflians, in con
jun&tion with General Branicky, in the King’s fer-
vice, having been made acquainted with the opera-
tions and the march of the Count, had fent four
thoufand men, infantry and cavalry, from Bar, to
purfue him. This intelligence caufed him to haften
his march, and to pafs the river Smotrick to the
north of the caftle of Felftin. On the 27th, being

‘arrived at Satanow, he was informed that the

Count Pulauzky, not having fucceeded againft
Lemberg, had attempted to diflodge feveral parties
of Ruflians in the vicinity of that place, three of
which he had defeated ; but that having received
advices of the greateft confequence, he had retreated
towards Zuaniecz, in hopes of joining the Count.
On the 27th the Count Benyowilky quitted Sata-
now, and marched towards Grodek, and as he was
pafling through the village of Oftokopia he met
feveral carriages filled with wounded men, from
whom he learnt that the Count Pulauzky had
maintained a very fharp action with the Ruflians
near theriver Srebovicza, and had retired towards
Grodek, the Ruflans not thinking proper to pur-
fue him.

In confequence of this information the Count
halted to refreth his troops, and after marching all
night he arrived about day-break before Grodek,
where the Count Pulauzky, hearing of his arrival,
met him, and conduéted him into the town. The
junétion of thefe' troops was one of thofe happy
turns of fortune which alone can change the
ilue of a well-conducted enterprize, fuch as was
that of General Ifmailow, who, fince the affair at
Conftantinow, had fought the Count Benyowiky
without being able to join him. The Ruffian com-
mander, upon the information that the Count Pu-

C2 lauzky
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lauzky was at Grodek with three thoufand men,
determined to furround him, and would certainly
have done it, if the arrival of the Count, with his
corps of four thoufand three hundred men, had not
intervened and prevented it.

On the 28th, in the evening, the confederate de-
tachment announced the approach of the Ruflians,
who were on their march, to the number of ten
thoufand, in two columns.

On the ift of March, at feven in the morning,
they were at no greater diftance from the city than
one league, when the Count de Pulauzky prefented
himfelf in oppofition to them in the order of battle,
with twenty-eight companies of infantry, fupported
by fix pieces of cannon, with the Turkith and Polifh
cavalry on each wing.” At nine o’clock the altion
began, by an attack made by the Ruflian cavalry
upon the left wing of the confederates, which was
compelled to give € way. The center was at the fame
time charged by the enemy’s infantry 'ﬂong 1ts
whole front, which likewife engaged their left: at
this moment the Count de Benyowfky marched his
whole 1nfantry to fupport the left wing of the Count
de Pulauzky, and him/ cH, at the head of his cavalry,

rufhed on the enemy’s right flank, who were not
in the leaft expeltation of this manceuvre. The
Ruflian General then umded his center to fupport
his wings, but the enemy’s Coffacks, who were over-
thrown, prevented the infantry from ob(’)mcr their
orders. The ronfequencc was, that the latter were
thrown into the utmoft wnfuhon,a'ld compelled to
make a precipitate retreat, with the lofs of théir
carriages and artillery. This affair coft the Ruffians
near twelve hundred men flain, and as many taken
prifoners ;. but the killed and Wounded of the con-
federates did not exceed nine hundred.

On the 2d of March the two Counts quittéd the
town of Grodek, and marched towards Zuaniecz

with
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with the intention of calling a council of war to
decide ultimately on the meafures to be purfued.
On the 7th, on a fpot between Zuaniecz and Okopp,
they divided their troops in order to lead them into
thofe fortrefles, to repofe themfelves, after the fa-
tigues they had undergone. -

A council of warwas held on the 8th, at which
the Generals Laurent, Potoczky, Grocholzky,
Radziminfky, Slabuferiky, Noviczy, and other
commanders of the troops of the republic attached
to the confederation were prefent. The two
Counts, perfuaded that the Ruiflian army waited
only the return of fpring to make their approach
to the Turkith frontier, reprefented to the council,
that it would be prudent to determine to quit the
two pofts of Zuaniecz and Okopp, and return into
Poland. The reafons they offered were, 1. That
while they remained on the frontier of Turky, the
Ruffians would keep them feparated from Poland,
and confequently that the palatinates would never
dare to declare for the confederation, becaufe un-
fupported by any military force. 2. That they
themfelves would likewife continue unable to draw
any fupply either of fubfiftence or recruits from
Poland, to reinftate their daily lofles. 3. Laitly,

That the two fortrefles of Zuaniecz and Okopp

could never hold out againft an army. Thefe re-
mon{trances had no effect on the Council, which
obftinately perfifted in the refolution of preferving
the two fortreffes; and for that purpofe they de-
termined to fend one deputy to the Counts Po-
toczky and Krazinzky to requeft fupplies of men
and money, and another to Conftantinople to fo-
licit the fame fupplies from the Grand Signior.
It was in vain that the Counts Pulauzky and Ben-
yéwiky reprefented, that before the return of their
deputies the Ruffians would attack them, and put

1t
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it out of their power to abandon their prefent pofts 3

for the council ftll adhered to their refolution.
On the 10th a foraging party brought word,
that they had difcovered a numerous troop of the
enemy’s cavalry at Korolouka, The Council im.
mediately ordered a detachment to the purfuit.
‘The Count himlelf took charge ofthis expedition ;
but inftead of the enemy he met a party of fix
hundred confederates, who had formerly ferved
under the Prince Lubomieriky. On the ‘12th, in
the morning, advice was received by the Count, that
General Vitt had caufed feven hundred men to
march out of Kamieniecz Podoliky, to take their
pofition before Zuaniecz. The Council being in-
tormed of this, gave orders to the Count to make
the neceffary difpofitions to prevent their making a
lodgment, which he did by prefenting himfelf be-
tore them with eight fquadrons of cavalry. Upon
his approach he learned that General Vitt had fent
this detachment only for the purpole of receiving
a Ruflian courier from Conftantinople, who was to
be put into their hands by a Turkith detachment
from Chotym. On this information the Count de
Benyowfky acquainted the officer, that the Turks had
confidence enough in the confederation to pafs
the man in queftion through their hands, concern-
ing whofe fate it was totally unneceflary for General
Vitt to give himfelf any trouble ; who, having con-
fulted his own vanity in fending his detachment,
might probably find reafons to repent the proceed-
ing. This anfwer was followed by an order to the
officer to withdraw inftantly with his party, or
ftand on his defence. The royalift officer retired
without delay, and returned to Kamieniecz ; and
the Count, on his part, retired to Zuaniecz, where
he found the Ruffian courjer arrived, and received
him in charge from the Turks to be conduéted to
Kamieniecz,
In
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In the night of the 15th the Count received a
courier from the Count Pulauzky, informing him,
that the latter having ifflued out of Okopp with a
detachment of troops, on his march towards Oucze,
was attacked by the Ruflians, and obliged to retreat
towards Grodek, a village to which he had been in-
vited to come. The Count Benyowiky immediately
marched a part of his cavalry with the utmoft expe-
dition to his affiftance ; but though he traverfed fix-
teen leagues in fourteen hours, he did not arrive
till after the a&ion, which, contrary to all expec-
tation, had terminated in favor of the confederates,
though the Count Pulauzky had no more than four
hundred men with him to oppofe a body of four-
teen hundred. The prifoners taken in this engage-
ment affirmed that the Ruflian party had been {ent
out to reconnoitre the ground, and take fome prifo-
ners, in order to obtain information refpecting the
pofitions of the fortrefles Zuaniecz and Okopp.
They alfo informed the Count that General If-
mailow intended in a fhort time to attack thofe for-
trefles with twelve thoufand men appointed for the
enterprize.

On the 18th, upon his return to Zuaniecz, the
Count communicated this news to the council, which
was alfo confirmed by aPolith officer who deferted
from Kamieniecz to join the confederation. On
the 21{t the Count de Benyowiky having received
frefh advices of the approach of the enemy, engaged
the Count Pulauzky to quit the fortrefs of Okopp,
as being incapable of maintaining a fiege; but the
council refufed to confent to the evacuation of that
place; and at laft, on the 22d and 23d, being af-
fured that General Ifmailow was at no greater
diftance than three leagues from Zuaniecz, they
gave up all their hopes. The members of the coun-
cil then deliberated only on the beft means of fe-
curing themfelves individually, and one after another

- they
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they quitted the fortrefs to retire into Turky, taking
with them all .the Ruflian prifoners. This pros
ceeding confequently left the whole difpofition of

affairs in the hands of the Count de Benyowiky.
On the 24th, in the morning the Count beheld
from the fortrefs the enemy’s columns following
cach other, and feparating at the village of Havri-
louka ; whence he conjetured that they intended
to attack the two fortrefles of Zuaniecz and Okopp
at the fame time, a circumftance in which he was
not deceived. On the fame day about noon the
Count fired feveral eight pounders at the enemy,
loaded with only one third of their ufual charge.
The balls of courfe not reaching the enemy, they
concluded that they might, with impunity, approach
{till nearer the fortrefs, which they did the fame
day, and began to work on the eretion of batteries, *
On the 25th the Ruflians began to fire on the caftle,
and continued: their cannonade till the clofe of the
day, without receiving any effeftual réturn ; but in
the night between the 25th and 26th the Count,
after having given orders to the commanding officer
under him to fire on the enemy at day-break with
his heavieft artillery, fallied out of the caftle by the
gate of Ottaky, which leads towards the Dneifter,
with two thoufand horfe, and paffing through
Brahy, he made the entire circuit of the Ruflian
camp, {o that he found himfelf by day-break at their
backs. At thisinftant the artillery from the caftle
began a very heavy and deftructive fire on the ene-
my’s camp, which was within half cannon fhot of
the place. = Their troops, who could not rally with-
out being expofed to the fire which fwept their
ranks, were quickly thrown into the utmoft confu-
fion, which was greatly increafed by the fudden
violence of the cavalry of the Count, who rufhed
upon them, and forced them, at laft, to quit the
camp and baggage, and fly with precipitation to-
wards
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wards Grodek. Their terror was fuch, that they
did not ftop till at the diftance of fix leagues from
Zuaniecz, and on this occafion they loft eleven
hundred flain, and three hundred and twenty-eight
prifoners, with two pair of colours, three ftandards,
and eighteen pieces of cannon.

After the deliverance of Zuaniecz, the Count,
defirous of affilting his companion, the Count de
Pulauzky, at Okopp, marched immediately towards
that fortrefs; but on his arrival he found itin afhes,
and entirely abandoned, except by the dying and
the dead. Some of the former acquainted the
Count, that the Count de Pulauzky, feeing the im-
poflibility of maintaining the place, had himfelf,
after repelling three affaults, fet fire to the town and
caftle, and immediately afterwards fallied out, with
the intention of forcing a paffage through the ene-
my’scamp to join the Count de Benyowlky; but
that their knowledge of the fubfequent adventures
of their intrepid chief extended no farther.

The Count, after having feen the wounded placed
in proper carriages, returned to Zuaniecz. On the
2gth he received a letter from the Count de Pu-
lauzky, who informed him, that not having been
able to form a paflage towards Zuaniecz, in his fally
out of Okopp, he had pafled the Dneilter, and di-
reting his march through Moldavia, he had hap-
pily arrived at Zombor, whence he propofed to join
the party of confederates at Sandomir in expeftation
of the arrival of the Count, whom he advifed to
quit Zuaniecz and immediately retire into Turky,
in order to march freely through Moldavia on the
frontiers of Hungary, where he would himfelf wait
for him in the neighbourhood of Zombor. The
Count communicated this letter to all the com-
manders under him, and determined with them to
adopt the meafures propofed by the Count Pulauzky.

In
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In confequence of this decifion he fent two of his
officers to the Bacha of Chotym, to inform him of
his intention, and to requeft the neceflary affiftance
to facilitate his paffage. The Bacha acquiefced
in all his demands, and promifed the indifpen-
fable affiftance required by the Count. Orders
were therefore immediately given to forward the
equipages to, Otaky, a village fituated near Chotym ;
and on the 3oth he evacuated Zuaniecz and march.
ed to Braha, a Polifh village on the bank of the
Dniefter, oppofite Chotym, and under the cannon of
that fortrels. Nothing now remained but to pals
the river; but juft asthe Count was about to form
a bridge, the Bacha fent him word that he durift by
no means permit the eftablithment of 3 bridge
acrofs the river without exprefs orders of the Grand
Signior ; and moreover, that, upon refle@tion, he
did not think proper to venture to receive the
Count and his troops till inftrutions thould arrive
from Stamboul *,

This meflage threw the Count into the utmoft
embarrafiment. For as he had evacuated Zuaniecz,
he found himfelf expoled to the danger of being
furrounded on the firft occafion by the Ruffians,
who, having the Bacha of Chotym in their interefts,
might eafily, and without danger, attack the Count
whenever they pleafed. On the 6th of April the
Ruffians took pofleflion of Zuaniecz, and detached
2 party for the purpofe of entirely deftroying the
Count and his troops. 1In the night between the
7th and 8th he was attacked at Braha, by four
thoufand men, but the Precipitation of the Ruffian
General faved the Count. The enemy’s cavalr
preceded their infantry, and firft entered the village,

where they were very ill treated by two batterics

* 4. e Conﬁantino‘ple°
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the Count had conftru&ted upona fmall eminence.
Being thus forced to give way, they ftopped the
paffage of their infantry, which defcended the moun-
tain of Braba; and as every fhot of the batteries
took effet, the Count had the good fortune to repel
them. Neverthelefs, as he was by no means de-
firous of a fecond vifit, he quitted Braha on the 8th,
and marched to Kitaygrod, where he laid a bridge
acrofs the Dniefter, and entered Turky in‘fpite of
the prohibition and menaces of the Bacha. He
then paffed through Mefava, and repaired to Stadi-
enieza near Chotym, where he pitched his tents near
the camp of the Bacha of Natolia, intending to reft
his troops for a thort fpace, and to fettle upon the
meafures neceflary to be adopted in facilitating his
march through Moldavia,

On the 10th -he received an order from the
Bacha of Chotym to raife his camp, and leave the
dominions of the Grand Signior without delay ; and
this order was attended with the threat, that on the
leaft fign of refiftance he would caufe all the con-
federates to be cut in pieces. The Count returned
for anfwer, that as the Grand Signior had granted
his protetion to the confederates of the republic,
of which he was a member, it was with the greateft
furprize that he beheld the conduct of the Bacha,
who had already forfeited his word, by promifing
him every afliftance, which he had bafely departed
from when he forbad him to pafs the river at Braha,
and by that means expofed him to the mercy of the
Ruffians ; that there was no occafion for other
proofs to convince him of the bad faith of the Bacha,
who had fold his fervices to the Rufhans ; and that
he feared not his threats, becaufe he was well af-
fured that the brave men he commanded would not
execute a commiflion fo bafe asthat of cutting off
the troops of the friends and allies of the Grand

Signior, who had taken refuge in his dominions.
After
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After difpatching this anfwer, the Count waited
upon the Bacha of Natolia, who was encamped
near him, and to whom he communicated every
particular of the conduét of the Bacha of Chotym,
at the fame time that he requefted his affiftance
againft the violence of that traitor. The Bacha of
Natolia, who was fecretly the enemy of the Bacha
of Chotym, promifed the Count his affiftance, and
advifed him to fend a courier to Stamboul to ac
quaint the Grand Signior with the behaviour of the
commander at Chotym, which the Count according.
ly did the fame day. On the 11th in the evening
the Bacha of Chotym fent an Aga of the Janizaries
to the Bacha of Natolia, with orders to fecure the
perfon of the Count, and fend him to Chotym to
be punithed for his infolence. But the Bacha of
Natolia kept his promife to the Count, by fending
an an{wer to the effe&, that the Count, having fent
a clauz or courier to Stamboul, was entitled by the
laws to an afylum till the return of the firman of
the Grand Signior and that as his perfon was fafe
in his hands, the Bacha of Chotym need not doubt
his {ecurity, though he refufed to put him into his
without an exprefs order from the Grand Signior.
After the departure of the Aga, the Bacha of Na.
tolia advifed the Count to raife his camp, and re.
tire, left the Bacha of Chotym might avenge him.
felf by treachery: and this generous Turk, not
content with {hewing the Count every mark of friend
fhip during his fhort ftay, detached likewife with
him a body of one thoufand horfe, to accompany
him to the frontiers of Poland.

On the 14th, the Count raifed his camp, and
marched towards Clerniowcze, the refidence of the
Hofpodar, at which place he arrived on the 16th,
and from thence difpatched feveral of his officers
to convey his baggage from Chotym ; but thefe, on
their return, informed him, that the Bacha had

{eized
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feized the whole. Thus plundered by his allies,
he marched towards Avriloveze, where he difmifled
the Turkifh Spahis, and pafled, at length, to Za-
dobricze, in Poland, preferring the chance of war,
though in a hazardous pofition, to the bafe treat-
ment he had received from his allies,

On the 18th, after having refrefhed his troops,
which confifted of about three thoufand nine hun-
dred men, he propofed to march towards Zombar
to join the Count Pulauzky, but many of the
Commanders refufed to follow him, and left him to
the number fourteen hundred horfe ; refufing even to
take charge of the fick and wounded, the convey-
ance of whom greatly incommoded the Count.
He forced his march along the river Pruth as far
as Dobrilow, where he arrived on the 26th. From
Dobrilow he marched towards Oriow, and thence
to Dorchovicz, which is fituated in a valley between
the Carpathian mountains. On the sth of May he
fent an officer from Dorchovicz to Zambor to pro-
cure intelligence of the Count Pulauzky; and on
the gth his meflenger returned with the news that
Count Pulauzky had retired into Hungary, and that
the Ruffians were there under the command of Co-
lonel Brincken, who being apprized of the approach
of the Count, had determined to feek him. The
Count, being fenfible from this advice of his ex-
treme danger, which he could not avoid as he was
fhut in by his enemies, propofed to his troops to
enter Hungary,and there wait for a favourable oppor-
tunity to enter Poland, in junttion with the Count
de Pulauzky. But they refuled to follow him, be-
caufe they confifted, for the moft part, of deferters
from the Tmperial forces, who durit not return into
the Emperor’s dominions. In this diftrefing fitu-
ation he had no other alternative but to retire into
the foreft of Zyduczow, which he immediately put

in execution. And Colonel Brincken would cer-
tainly

Ead




30 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF
tainly have miffed him, if he had not received ads
vice of his retreat by a deferter who left the Count
at the paflage of Kippa, in the foreft of Zyduc-
ZOW,

The Ruflian Colonel, judging that the Count was
marching towards Stry to Join the confederate parties
at Sanok, likewile haftened his march, and arrived
thither half a day before the Count, whofe forces
were weakened by fatigue and hunger. In this
ftate he was attacked, on the 19th of May, about
noon, by Colonel Brincken, at the head of four
thoufand men. The Count was at firft compelled
to give way; but on the arrival of his cannon he,
in his turn, forced the Colonel to retire, who at
laft quitted the field, and retreated towards Stry.
The advantage of the viCtory ferved only to aug-
ment the mifery of the Count, who in this fingle
action had near three hundred wounded and two

» hundred and fixty-eight flain, and who had no
other profpect before him than either to perith by
hunger with his troops in the torefts, or to expofe
himfelf to be cat in pieces by the enemy. How-
ever, that he might have no caufe to reproach him-
felf, he took the advice of his officers and troops
in his march towards Bialoboboky, who were una-
nimous to proceed to that Place. The proje& re-
quired a fpeedy execution, though it was impoffible
to carry it into effe&t without firft refrething the
men and horfes who had juft been in a&jon. About
eleven o’clock the Count refumed his march, and
about ten in the morning of the 2oth he arrived at
the village of Szuka, where being obliged to halt
for refrethment, he was furprized by a party of
Coflacks, and had only time to quit the village and

form his troops in order of battle on the plain, be-
fore he was attacked by the enemies cavalry, and
foon after by their infantry, fupported by {feveral
pieces of cannon, which caufed the greatelt deltruc-

tion
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tion among the forces of the Count.” At length,
in the heat of the combat, the Count, having be-
fore received two wounds with the {abre, was
wounded in the body by the fhot of a cannon,
loaded with old iron and other deftruétive rubbifh.
His fate decided that of his party, and the Ruffians
had at laft the fatisfation of feeing him their pri-
foner.

Colonel Brincken, the commander of the party
he had fought with, caufed the Count to be con-
veyed to the Ruffian General Prince Proforouzky,
who fent him to General * * * * commander
in chief of the army, then encamped at Tarnopol,
a man equally cruel and bale, who, contrary to every
{fentiment of humanity, infulting the misfortunes
of the Count, not only forbad the {furgeons to drefs
his wounds, but likewife, after reducing him to
bread and water, loaded him with chains, and in
that ftate tranfported him to Kiow. It was fortu-
nate, however, that the wounds of the Count re-
duced him to a fituation which perfuaded his con-
duftor that he was in danger of immediate death,
and induced him, upon his arrival at Polone, to
make his report to Colonel Sirkow, the command-
ing officer at that place, who ordered him to be
carried to the hofpital, where he was cured of his
wounds by a French furgeon, named Blanchard;
from whofe report, when the Ruflian commander
was informed that the Count was able to leave the
hofpital, he caufed him to be lodged in the town,
and advanced him fifty roubles for his fubfift-
ance.

During his ftay at‘*Polone the Count became
acquainted with a Lieutenant in the Ruflian fervice,
named Milck, a native of Courland, who, equally
generous with his Colonel, offered him a fhare of
the little he poflfefled. Thus it was, that in the loweft
ftage of misfortune the Count had the confolation

fo
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to find friends, and he already had began to think
his fituation tolerable, when he at once experienced
the reverfe, upon the arrival of Brigadier Bannier,
who relieved Colonel Sirkow in his command, and
who had a {trong prejudice againft the Count. Im.
mediately after the departure of the Colonel this
commander caufed the Count to be loaded with
chains, and conducted to the dungeon with the
reft of the prifoners, to-whom this inhuman tyrant
allowed no other fubfiftance than ‘bread and water,
Upon his entrance he recognized feveral officers
and foldiers who had ferved under him, and their
demonitrations of efteem and friendthip was the
only confolation he received in-his diftrefled fitua-
tion.

Twenty-two days were thus confumed in a ‘{ub-
terraneous prifon, ‘together with eighty of this com-
panions, without light, and even ‘without air, ex-
cept what was admitted through an aperture which
communicated with the calemates. Thefe unhappy
wretches were not permitted to go out, even on-their
natural occafions, which produced fuch an infe@ion,
that thirty-five of them died in eighteen or twenty
days ; and fuch ‘was the inhumanity and barbarity
of the commander, that he fuffered the dead to re-
main and putrify among the living. The prifon
was not opened till the 16th of July, which was the
twenty-fecond of their confinement, and from thence
the Count was led to the place of arms, where feve-
ral bands of prifoners, all in chains, were already
convened, Theorder was foon given for their de-
parture for Kiow, and they began their march under
the guard of a company, cémmanded by an ancient
Captain of Infantry. The cruelty exercifed by the
Ruffian officer towards the unfortunate men under
his fuperintendance was fuch as can only be imagin-
ed by a monfter like himfelf. His brutal difpofition
caufed him to deprive them of ‘half their allowance

of
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of bread, the value of which he converted to his
own ufe, and he laid the villages under contribution
for exempting them from providing the prifoners
with lodging, at the fame time that he left them
expofed to the heat of the fealon and the rain in
the open air, without tents or any fhelter whatever.
‘Thefe unhappy men, emaciated with hunger and
covered with wounds, being unable to march as faft
as the commander defired, were continually beaten,
and the Count himfelf was not excufed, though un-
able to walk without crutches. This treatment,
fo infamous and fhocking to humanity, caufed the
deftru&tion of fuch a number of the prifoners, that
out of feven hundred and eighty-two, which were
put under his condu& at Polone, he brought no
more than one hundred and forty-eight to Kiow,
the reft being either dead, or abandoned in the
forelts in a dying {tate,

On the 4th of Auguft, having at length reach-
ed Kiow, a town on the border of Ruffia, fortified
by fimple works of earth, the prifoners were again
fhut up in the cafemates, where they experienced
the fame bardfhips as at PoJone. The ftrength of
the Count’s corftitution, which had hitherto ena-
bled him to refit fuch an accumulation of hard-
thips and fatigue, gave way at length, and on the
12th he was attacked with a malignant fever that
quickly produced a delirium, which continued till

. the 8th of September. Onthe 1oth of the fame

month the governor of Kiow, Count Voieikou,
caufed the prifoners to pafs in review before himfelf
and a commiffary who was charged to take an ac-
count of the name and quality of each. The
Count, whom they were obliged to carry, had not
ftrength to anfwer to his name when called in his
turn ; whereupon the governor made enquiry re-
fpe@ting his ftate, and gave immediate orders that
he thould be feparately lodged in a houfe, and that

Vor. I, D two.
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two roubles a day fhould bz paid him for fubfift-
ance. ‘Lhis trcatment, by enabling the Count to
procure proper diet, foon put him in a fair way of
recovery. But at this crifis, unfortunately for him,
an order arrived from Peterfburgh to fend all the
prifoners to Cazan, and the Count being forced to
make this journey, though he was not compelled to
walk, experienced a relaple, which obliged the
Rufiian officer to leave him at Nizym, a town de-
pendent on the government of Kiow. M. Levner,
a German merchant of that place, interefted him-
felf in favour of the Count, and obtained permiffion
of the Voywode to receive him into his houfe. The
care and attention of this humane' and generous
friend reftored him to health, and enabled him to
appear in decent clothes. Ie fhould have thought
his mifortunes greatly alleviated if he had been per-
mitted to have remained at Nizym; but on the
arrival of the fecond convoy of prifoners the Voy-
wode placed him in charge of the commanding
officer. His benefattor, from whom he was then
forced to part, had the generofity to prefent him
with the fum of two hundred roubles, which, for
fear of being robbed by fome of the Rufiian fol-
diers, he depofited in the hands of the comman-
der,” whole name was Wolkow, with a requeft that
he would keep it for him till his arrival at Cazan. | »
On their arrival at Tula, the Count having occafion
to purchafe fome provifions and other neceflaries,
requefted a few roubles of the commandant in the
prefence of fome of the other prifoners; but the
unprincipled wretch not only had the eflrontery to
deny his having received any money, but likewife
treated the Count with the moft injurious and abu-
five language, and from that time ufed every means
in his power to render the reft of the journey un-
comfortable to him. He even carried his malice
fo far, that on their arrival at Cazan he accufed the
Count
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Count before the governor, Count Krafnin Sama-
ren, of attempting to raife a revolt among the pri-
foners ; and on this accufation he was loaded with
chains and committed to prifon, from which he was
not delivered but at the prefling inftances of the
Counts Marfhal Czarneczky, Potockzy, and the
young Pulauzky.
" After his deliverance from prifon he was lodged
with a goldfmith, named Vendilchov, a native of
Sweden, who treated him with great kindnefs and
humanity. The reputation of the Count, and his
open difpofition, procured him a numerous acquain-
tance among the Ruffian nobility ; and one day,
being invited to dine with a man of quality, he
learned, by feveral particulars of the converfation,
that a defign was projelting againt the government.
Some days afterwards, being invited again in the
fame company, one of the guefts addrefled him, and
propofed many queftions refpecting the difpofition
of the prifoners towards Government ; at the {fame
time obferving that the governor of Cazan, hav-
ing no more than four hundred men in garrifon,
was very uneafy left the prifoners, whofe number
amounted to feven thoufand, fhould revolt, and
that to prevent fo dangerous an event, he had fent
to Peterfburgh, requefting orders to fend them into
Siberia. The Count immediately perceived the in-
tention of the perfon who queftioned him, but not
thinking it prudent to enter into-any converfation by
which he might feem to enter into an engagement,
he only replied, that the Governor, baving a body
of brave men under his command, who were arm-
ed and in pofleflion of the fortrels, had nothing to
fear from men worn out with difeafe, and for the
moft part actually difabled; but that he doubtlels
atted prudently in taking every precaution fuitable
to the office he held. The continuation of this dif-
courfe led the Ruffian at laft to declare to the
D 2 Count,
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Count, that the nobility of many of the govern-
ments were greatly difcontented with the defpotic
authority of the Emptefs, and that, in order to de.
liver themfelves, they were difpofed to enter into g
confederacy to thake off the yoke of flavery, an
become as free as other nations; that the prefent
moment was highly favourable to their defigns, be-
caufe the troops were employed elfewhere, and the
clergy, equally difcontented, were ready to join the
nobility, who befides might eafily gain over the
Tartars of Cazan, a people naturally difpofed to
declare in favour of the Turks. He ended his dif.
courle by obferving that the Ruffian nobility like-
wife depended much on the affiftance of the prifon.
ers who were fo unworthily treated in their misfor-

tunes.
The Count, without any embarraflment, replied
fimply, that the prifoners being without arms, and
always kept in fight of their guards, could not dare
to mzke any attempt againft government ; but that
on recovering their liberty they were difpofed to
fhew their gratitude in the moft zealous and effec-
tual manner, and that confequently, if they were de-
livered from their wretched fituation, no matter by
whom, their deliverers might be affured of their
attachment. After this converfation the Count re-
joined the company, and was received with fuch de-
montftrations of friendthip as convinced him that
the whole party confifted of malecontents. Iu-
mediately after the company broke up, the Count
waited on his old friend the Marfhal Czarneczky,
to whom he communicated his difcovery. On the
following day the Marfhal' invited feveral of the fu-
perior officers among thé prifoners, and revealed the
fecret to them,in order that by their deliberations
it might be decided what mode of proceeding they
fhould adopt, in cafe they fhould receive any pro-
pofals on the part of the difcontented nobility. It
was
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was accordingly determined in fecret committee, that
the confederates fhould not enter into any conipi-
racy againft the government in conjunction with the
malecontents, to whom, neverthelels, a promife
might be made, that in cafe they thould become
mafters of the city, the prifoners, being fet at li-
berty, would form a body which ‘fhould aét in
concert with their deliverers until the final orders
of the generality of the confederation might arrive,

The Count de Benyowfky was entrufted with the
management of this affair, which he purfued with
the greateft zeal, prudence and fagacity, in fuch a
manner as not to endanger any of the prifoners,
even on the fuppofition that government fhould dif-
cover the confpiracy. The malecontents, on the
other hand, entered into their purfuit with fo much
fpirit, that they fucceeded in bringing over to their
party the nobility of the governments of Voronicz,
Bielogorod, Kiow, and the greater part of Mofcow,
the capital of Ruffia. They only waited for the ap-
pearance of the Tartars of Cazan, who had engaged
to prefent themfelves before the town of Cazan
with nine or ten thoufand horfe.

Such was the ftate of affairs on the 6th of-No-
vember, (1769) when a fudden change was pro-
duced by a quarrel between two Ruffian lords, one
of whom informed the governor, that the prifoners,
in concert with the Tartars, meditated a defign
againft his perfon and the garrifon. This apoltate
accufed the Count, in order to fave his friends and
countrymen. On the #th, at eleven at night, the
Count, not fufpeting any fuch event, heard a knock-
ing at his door. He came down, entirely undreffed,
with a candle in his hand, to enquire the caufe;
and 'upon opening his door was furprized to fee an
officer, with twenty foldiers, who demanded if the
prifoner were at home. On his replying in the
affirmative, the officer fmatched the candle out of

his
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his hand, and ordering his men to m’ low him,
went haftily up to the Count’s apartmer

The Count irnrnciiafcl) took advantage of the
miftake, qu‘ttcd his houfe, and repaired to the e
ters of his intimate mend Major Wynbladth, who
was likewife a prifoner. r“mcr relating the JuVCH-
ture to him, and cu«*a”mg him to make his efc: ape
together with him, the y quitted Cazan, and re pam d
to th, neareft \“luQ\,, W?hm they took horfes of the
countrymen, with the intention of h: ﬂcning to Se-
bukfar.  On their arrival at this place they ap-
prized feveral Ruffian gentlemen of the (‘movery

'l

of their plot, who having th e ftrongeft reafons to
hm the Lou[up( nces of the Coum Wim arrefted,

ave him a t,oczuuam., or ordér f ,olt horks

'\viah money and cloathing. 1*'1'0111 Scbukfar they

pafled to Kufmoden Janfkoy, where they took ,Jqu,
o) J

and continued their route as far as N 1zney Novo-
grod, where they gave out that the 'y were officers
cm;nn*g from Kizlar to P eter{burgh, charged with
difpatches from the governor. The V olvod had the
politenefs to invite them to dinner, and treated
them elegantly, after which he furnifhed them with
a letter for the Voivod of Volodomir, which was of
the greatelt fervice to them, as they certainly
would have been arrefted if they had not been pro-
vided with it. They ftill continued to urge their
courie, and pafled il“oufrn Mofcow, as well as
I'wer, Velki- novogrod, and other places, in the
night.

At Icm)th they arrived at Peterfburgh on the 19th
of Nov Lmuu, where the Count took lodgings ina
hotel, caufing his M ajor to pafs in the c}*aradcr of
his valet de cmmb*c. Upon his firft going out he
met a German tradefman, by profeflion an apothe-
cary, who being given to und ritand that the Count
was ddirous of paihm by {ea into another country,

direCted him to the lo.}f*mﬂs of a Dutch sztcun.
The

j
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‘The Count accordingly waited on the Captain,
and begged him to take him and his domeftic paf-
fengers, promifing to pay him five hundred ducats
on his arrival in Holland. The Captain agreed to
receive him on board, and as he was ready to fet
fiil the following day he appointed the Count to
meet on the bridge of Neva about midnight, who
accordingly attended there exactly at the time,
with his companion. ~While they were walting
the arrival of the Captain with the utmoft impati-
ence, heat length appeared, and faluted the Count,
begging that he would remain on the {pot a moment,
as he would quickly return, after he had finifhed
fome prefling bufinefs with his correfpondent. e
did not fail to return foon after; and beckoned the
Count, who haftened to meet him. But at the very
siftant he was about to exprefs his gratitude to
the Captain, twenty foldiers feized on him, and
knocked him down; after which they conduéted
him together with the Major, to the Connt Cfeclerin,
Lieutenant-General of the Police, who, ina very
mild and polite manner, piopofed the following
queftions to the Count.

. He demanded the birth, country, age, and
religion of the Count ?

2, Undet what power he bad ferved before he
became engaged in the confederation ?

3. Who had perfuaded him to fign the adt of
confederacy ? '

4. Whether he did not know that the court of
France furnithed money for the payment of the
troops of the confederates ?

s. Whohad engaged him, being a prifoner, to
éxcite the other prifoners to revolt, and what was
his ééﬁgn in cafe he had fucceeded, in getting poi-
fefion of Cazan.

6. Whether the other confederate chiefs were

concerned in the confpiracy or mot, and whether
there
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there were not certain Ruffiang engaged with him to
carry this abominable plot into execution ? their
names, and the manner in which the engagement
was brought about ?

7. After deferting from Cazan, why did the
prifoner repair to Pﬁrcrﬂ)urgh, if he had not fome
premeditated defign ? Whence had he money for
making a journey of that length by poft, and why
did he pretend that his companion was his fervant ?

8. On the fuppofition that his defign was that
of quitting Ruffia, why did he prefer going to
Holland ?

The anfwers of the Count were,

1. That he was born Magnate of the kingdoms of
Hungary and Poland, is aged twenty-eight years,
and profefles the Chriftian religion.

2. That he ferved in the Imperial army in qua-
lity of officer in the war againft the King of Pruffia.

3- That in his quality of Starofte, he thought it
his duty to affit the republic in fhaking off a fo.
reign yoke.

4. That he was ignorant whether or no the
court of France furnifhed the confederation with
money.

5. That he had never excited the prifoners to re-
volt, his defign being no other than that of reco-
vering his own liberty; and that the tyranny and
cruelty he had experienced in the prifons had
forced him to this attempt ; that he never had any
intention of feizing the town of Cazan; and there-
fore he could have no further intentions confequent
to the imaginary capture of that town.

6. That in quality of prifoner, it was neither ne-
ceflary nor expedient that he thould become ap in-
former, and confequently that he declined anfwer-.
ing the fixth queftion, -

7- That after quitting Cazan he had repaired to
Peterfburgh, for the purpofe of more eafily quitting

the
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the empire by means of fome foreign fhips ; that as
he had no other defign, he had caufed \/L;or
Wynbladth to pafs as his domeltic, that their Adh-
‘ficulties and expences might by that means be (’11‘1121:—
nithed.

8. That as to his intention of repairing to Hol-
land, he had no other motive than his having mct
with a Dutch Captam, who l;rormfeu him hm pai-
fage, and that it was, befides, of little confequence
to “him what country he mloht go to, provided it
were out of the dominions of Ru‘Td.

After this examination the Count was conveyed
to the fort St. Peter and St. Paul, and there con-
fined in a fubterraneous dungeon, {eparate fron
Major Wynbladth. On the 2:d,in thc mommg,
being the third day of his dctemiou his prifon was
opened for the firft time, and after thrce days falt he
received a morfel of bread and a pitcher of water.
On the fame day, in the evening, he was conducted
by an officer and fix men from. his prifon to the
minifter, Count Panin, who was in his cabinet, and
who propofed an hundred queftions, one after the
other, without g1vmg him time to anfwer, and at
laft fhewing him feveral papers, from which he
affirmed that he was acquamted with all the machi-
nations of the Count, he loaded him with the
harfheft inveltives, advxﬁnn him to affirm all quel-
tions that might be afked in the council, which if
he failed to do, he would find hnnfelfmd wretched
fituation. After this mild and friendly advice
Count Panin ordered him to be re-conducted to his
prifon, giving directions that he fhould be loaded
w1th 1rons.

On the 23d he was again brought forth, and con-
ducted before the prlvy council. On hIS entrance
into the place of meeting he beheld twenty Ruflians
feated, each having a theet ‘of paper before him,

and
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and a pen in his ]:mc}, Count Panin prefided at
this council. The perfon who purmmed the fun&i.
on of procureur had all the queftions which had
been made by the Count Cfecferin to the Count Ben-
yowiky, and alfo his anfwers. Count Panin after-
wards ordered the Count Lm) owiky to {wear that
all thefe anfwers were conformable to truth; with
which he immediately complied. After this pre-
liminary, Count Panin required him to retra& his
oath, and confefs the /'truth, otherwife he thould be
put to the torture. This threat, fufficiently horrid
to thake the f(‘)‘i_ltl‘dk, or the moft innocent pGI‘lO'].
irritated the Count, who replied to the minifter;
thm, as a judge, it 111 became him to pbnorm Lhe
office. of executioner ; that 3 uftice ovﬂnt never to
have recourfe to pun ifthment, before convi@ion of
the accufed ; and that the Couuul having propofed
fo the Count to purge himfelf by oath, it was ne-
ceflary that h comu\uon thould be founded on
pm(m that his oath was falfe, ot that otherwife every
violent p‘ocwumm again{t him would be an a& of
barbarity, to which he never could believe that her
Majeity the Emprefs would give her fan&ion:
Fhis an{wer of the Count, which was written down
¥, Cal '7'1’(1 feveral mem-
indicate him agzainft the opi-
, Ihefe ;;smknw'l obferved,
that the “*-:i}:)..a.f’r having been convi¢ted of nothmr
but dn attempt to defert, could not be condemned as
a ftate criminal. This obfervation produced a dif-
pute between the affeflors, and the Count was con-
ducted back to his pufon ; irom which he was again
brought forth on the mornin 1g of the 25th, “and
coz M“Ltad before the council, where he wis con-
fronted with a Ruffian gentleman, whom the g0-
*'m"m* of Cazan had fent to Peter buwh to be ex
mined by r’w munc,,i. This wr&.tm was the f’1m<
had Count to the governor of Cafan.
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{Ie maintained before the council, that the Count
knew of the plot which the R uffians had formed againﬂ:
government, that he had encouraged them, and that
be himfelf was the perfon who had promifed the
difcontented party to aflift them with all the pri-
foners. The prefident ordered the Count toan-
{wer this accufation, which he did, by freely afirm-
ing that he had, in feveral companies of the nobi-
lity, heard propofals treated of againft the governor
of Cazan. That thefe noblemen had actually made
formal propofitions to him, to become connected
with the party of malecontents, and to engage all
the prifoners in their intereft: butthatas his fitua-
tion as a prifoner did not require him to abandon his
principles and betray them, he had kept the fecret;
and as far as related to the propofitions made to
him by the malecontents, he had anfwered without
hefitation, that the prifoners would not engage 1n
any attempt againit the government of Cazan, and
ftill lefs againft the interefts of the Emprefs : That
it did not become them to intermeddle in the pre-
tenfions of the Ruffian nobility, who alone were to
decide their own quarrel, and that the prifoners
would patiently fuffer their fate, though the dif-
contented nobility might depend upon their fervices,
in the fingle cafe only that they fhould firft fet them
at liberty. |

The Ruffian himfelf acknowledged that this ac-
count was true ; after which the Count was returned
to prifon till the 29th, when he was brought be-
fore the council to receive his final judgment. At
the commencement of this fitting the prefident
threatened the Count to put him to the torture;
but being unable to urge any crime but that of de-
fertion againft him, he propofed to the Count to
figna refignation, by which he obliged himfelf never
to ferve againft the Ruffians; to quit the empire

without delay ; and never to return, on pain of death.
Under
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Under thefe conditions Count Panin promifed him
his liberty. Count Benyowiky did not hefitate to
fign his refignation, of which the following is the
purport,

I, the underfigned, do acknowledge, that having
been feized in my flight from Cazan, and her Impe-
rial Majefty of all the Ruffias baving pardoned me
by her natural clemency, I have entered into the
prelent renunciation, never to ferve any power againft
the arms of her Fmperial Majelty ; and that, upon
becoming in poffeflion of my liberty, I promife for
ever to quit her dominions, obliging my{elf, under
pain of death, not to enter them again under any
pretext whatever. Done at Peter{burgh, the 22d of
November, 17609.

‘The Count, after having figned this engagement,
inftead of being fet at liberty was recondu&ed to
his prifon, and there confined till the 4th of Decem-
ber, when, about two hours after midnight, an offi-
cer with feven foldiers came to him, giving orders
that they fhould take off his chains and clothe him
in a theep-fkin garment ; after which his fetters were
again faltened on, and he was conducted into the
court of the prifon and thrown upon a fledge, to
which two horfes were harnefled, which immediate-
Iy {et out with the greateft fwiftnefs. The darknefs
tdid not permit the Count to difcern the objelts

et

=~

around him, but the noife of many bells led hin
to think that he was followed by feveral fledges, a
circumftance which excited a long train of refleii-
ons on the fatality and fingular circumftances of his
deftiny. h »
At the beginning of bis journey he conceived fome
hopes that he was to be conduéted into Poland s but
at day-break the fight of feveral villages, through
which he had paffed after his departure from Cazan,
royed that hope, and convinced him that he was
n his way to Siberia as an exile,

o

When
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When they refted at noon the Count received
2 morfel of dry bread, an i on defcending from his
fledoe to mount into another, he perceived Major
Wvnbladth, who was the companion of his misfor-
tunes. The exceflive cold caufed the Count to fuf-
fer much pain from his wounds, and ‘he was almoft
frozen when the commander of the convoy made
him difmount to pafs the night in a cottage. When
he recovered the ufe of his faculties he perceived that
he was in company with Major Wynbladth, who
not being wounded was better able to fupport
the rigour of the feafon. In this common ftate
of misfortune it was fome confolation that they
could fee each other and communicate their re-
flections.

The Ruffian commander, Prince Maneow, Lieu-
tenant of the troops of the Senate, being affetted
with their deplorable fituation, informed them, in
confidence, that his orders were to conduct them to
Mofcow, from whence they were afterwards to be
carried to Tobolzk, and thence to Kamchatka, the
place of their exile. He had likewife the politenels
to caufe them to eat with him.

When they arrived near Mofcow their conductor
quitted them, and returned with fledges, and a de-
tachment of fixteen foldiers, headed by a Lieute-
nant, who relieved the Prince Maneow, condutted
them forward on their journey. On the i3th of
December they arrived at Volodomir, where they
were joined by four fledges with four exiles, like-
wife deftined to pafs the remainder of their lives at
Kamchatka, and from that {tation they had the con-
folation of their company. The Count, who was
well acquainted with the Ruffian language, made
enquiries concerning thefe four prifoners. The one
was Vaflili Vaflilics Panow, Lieutenant of the
Guards; the fecond Hippolite Stepanow, Captain

of
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of Infantry ; the third Afaph Baturin, Colonel of
Artillery ; and the fourth Ivan Juanies: Solmanow,
Secretary of the Senate of Mofcow. Their efcort
confifted of forty-fix foldiers of Volodomir, under
whom they were condulted to Nizney Novogrod,
where they arrived on the 18th, and from thence
they were drawn to Ku7cmodcmjazkoy, a town
where their guard was reinforced with one hun-
dred and fifty horfemen, to pafs more fecurely
through the government of Cazan, at that time
difturbed by the incurfions of the lartars, who,
fince the departure of the Count, had already com-
mitted feveral alls of hoftility, and with whom a
pmw of the prifoners deferted from Cazan had
taken refuge. Thele circumftances occafioned the
commmdcx of their party not to ﬁop in any of
the villages, but to make the beft of his way to
the town of Malmitz, fituated on the banks of
the river Viattka, where the reinforcement left
them. From Malmlrz they were drawn to Saragut,
and thence to Kunzir, from Kunzir to Tuninkz,
and from thence to Tobolzk, the capital of Siberia,
diftant feven hundred and eighty leagues from
Peter{burgh.

On their arrival they were lodged in the town,
each feparately with his guard. The (xovemor,
Count Denis Juanovicz Clecferin, brother of the
Lieutenant-General of the Police of Peterfburgh, a
man as remarkable for his humanity, as for the po-
litenefs of, his behaviour, not only caufed the irons
of the exiles to be tal*ul off, but likewife afforded
them every kind of aﬂx(hmcc, even to the furnifh-
ing them with linen; and as he was afleted with
the mifery of thele unfortunate men, he grfmted
them his permiffion to pafs fourteen days in the
town, to recover their health, which was much im-
paired by hunger and the vcle:xwvcy of the f{eafon.

‘During
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During the whole time that the prifoners remained
at Tobolczk they were furnithed with provifions
from ‘his own kitchen, and on their departure he
prefented each of them with the fum of fifty rou.
bles, with a quantity of brandy, and likewife five
hundred pounds of tobacco, an article of great
value at Kamchatka. i

We fhall here terminate the narrative which we
have colle&ed of the adventures of the Count, and

fhall relate the fequel as it is written with his own
hand. | :
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COUNT p: BENYOWSKY
INTO SIBERIA,

IN confequence of an order of the Senate
of PETERSBURGH, by which he was bha-~
nithed to KAMCHATKA.

OB dB Tk

Introduction—The Count arrives at Tobolczk, the
capital of Siberia— Humanity of the governor.—
Departure from that place.~Villages on the road.
w—City of Tara—River and town of Tomfky.—
The Tartars intereff themfelves in favour of the
exiles—A propofal is made to the Count to ¢fcape
to China, to which his wounds prevent bhis acced-
ing—Prefent to the exiles from the Tartars—Dif
interefted. bebaviour of their condultor.

I WAS born of an illuftrious family in Hungary,
and ferved the ftates of the republic of Poland
with fome diftin&ion, under whofe colours I had
the misfortune to be made prifoner by the Ruflians
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in open war, after receiving feventeen wounds.
This unfortunate event fubjetted me to every cala-
mity which tyranny can infli. I was con veyed
from one prifon to another, and at laft condemmned

to the unhappy ftate of flavery. In confequence of
the order of t‘\e Ruffian Senate for my banithment, I
was loaded m atc"%, and <ondd&Ld to looolcvh,
the capital © S cnu, confifting of auout five hun-
dred hou1=° 'ﬁmbz ed by }\ uilians and Tartars. It
ftands at ﬁe foot of a mountain. on the op of which

l\ a Cdﬂlx,., command d1 1n {}".C tO‘\r‘\fl'tj ;11‘1@ ;:'\-;}",'}i]g as

a ]iam of refidence h,u the governor.

The gmllhu \ oﬁ this town ‘afaally confifts of two
regiments of infantry, 1113"‘:'; Iquadrons of cavalry,
and two or three hundred Coflacks. The governor
of Tobolczk, Count Denis Juanoviecz Cecferin, a
man equally eltimable for the huma ity and gene-
rofity of his difpofition, caufed my ic.LLm to be
taken off the firl day of my arrival, and, after
providing me with a lodging, heaped many favours
upon me and Mr, Wynbladth, the companion of

tunes. ‘This gentleman was a Major un-
¢ } 1aving fhared in my
for:ncr anent ires, was likewife the p pattner of my
banithme Lhe greateft favour which I obtained
from f}'c _‘)'f*vc‘“'w:‘ was, doubtlefs, t‘,"ﬁ ufe of pen
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and paper, to diflipate my cares. Precious inftru.
ment, which can give the thadow oi hibert ty where
= : A
e 1101 inewi

e Cl‘t of art,
by thofe only
u” pOJEfa

thy affiftance

my misfortunes and (u“ipu nu-; mav be tlanfmlttcd
to future times!
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who have felt thy lofs | Witl i
tie “"10\'1‘.:"11?3 of the "-Tl’ld; and t

I arrived at Tobolczk on the zcth of January,
1770, and as [ wu not quit this town till the 4th
of February, the benevolence and care .of the go-

A

vernor enabled me to recover my health and { trcnétl
10
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to fupport the voyage with greater courage. = The
governor, after having loaded me with marks of
his favour, which was likewife extended to my five
companions, difpatched us for our piace of deftina-
tion, under the efcort of a Sottnik of Coffacks,
with twenty-four men under his command § at the
fame time he informed us that our conduttor had
orders to treat us with kindnefs. We departed
from Tobolczk with fixteen fledges, fo that we
had a fledge for every two excepting the comman-
der, who had one for himfelf. The firlt paufe we
made was at Sobulak, a village inhabited entirely
by TVartars. Our commander lodged us all with
him in a houfe, and promifed that this thould be the
cafe throughout the journey. We cat with him,
and the Coffacks might have been taken for our
fervants, from the particular attention which our
conduor ordered them to pay us. His example
caufed the whole troop to omit no means of ren-
dering our journey as agreeable and as comfortable
as could be expetted in a ftate of flavery.

On the sth we departed from Jubalak to continue
our journey, and at noon we refted near a river
named Supkra to refrefh our horfes. Our conduc-
tor informed us, while his troop was employed 1n
procuring fome provifions from the neighbouring
villages, that he was the fon of a Swedith colonel,
who had had the misfortune to be banifhed, and
that he himfelf, being a native of Siberia, had been
inrolled among the Coffacks, over whom he at pre-
fent was Sottnik, or commander of one hundred
men ; that fince his promotion he had always en-
deavoured to obtain the charge of the exiles which
were to be conduéted into Siberia, as it gave him
the greateft fatisfattion to have an opportunity of
alleviating their misfortunes. The free and open
manner with which this officer exprefled himlelf,

fufficiently thowed that he fpoke his real fentiments,
i and
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and it was a great confolation to us to find ourfelves
under the direftion of a virtuous and compaflionate
man. From Supkra we continued our journey
along the banks of the river Jrtieth, and arrived at
the fmall town of Berenowzky, where we pafled
the night. At this place we found twenty exiles,
who treated us with fith. Thefe unfortunate men
affured us, that in the fingle province of Tobolczky
there were upwards of twenty-two thoufand exiles,
reduced to feek their maintenance by the chace.
From Berenowzky we departed on the 6th, and
arrived very late in the night at Ifirga, a village
compofed of about fifteen houfes, inhabited by
exiles; among whom I recognized an Hungarian,
who informed me, that he had been Major of one
of the regiments of Huffars in the Ruffian fervice,
commanded by General Horvath ; and that he had
the misfortune to be banifhed for requefting his
difmiffon, in order to return into his own country.
He aflured me, that he was a gentleman of the
family of Orofz. AsIran no rifk in converfing
with this unfortunate perfon in the Hungarian
language, which was underftood by no one prefent
but him and myfelf, I afked him many queftions,
and among others, how it happened that fo great a
number of exiles, reduced to the moft extreme
milery, had not yet made fome attempts to efcape ;
to which he anfwered, that a confiderable number
of their companions had already attempted to
elcape towards Perfia, but having been met by the
Nogais Tartars they were all flain, and that this
event had intimidated the others, and prevented
them from following their example. Befides which
he informed me of fo many obftacles, that at laft
I was convinced of the great difficulty of efcaping
trom exile at Tobolczky, and refle@ted with great
latisfaction that my deftination was to Kamchatka,
on the {ea coaft, though I am perfuaded that there

i
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is no country whatever in which liberty may not be |
gained by an aflociation of refolute men, infpired |
with the love of independence.

On the #th, after having pafled the river Ifirga,
we arrived at Jufka, a village inhabited by Tartars,
who regaled us with mare’s milk and horfe flefh.
The exceflive cold and the wind, which threw up
the fnow in whirlwinds and drifts, forced our com-
mander to remain at this village four days. We
quitted it on the 11th, early in the morning, and
about noon we relted on the banks of a river, over
which we forded, and from whence we proceeded
to Ahufca, a village fituated on the banks of a river
of the fame name, which falls into the river Irtifck.
Here we pafled the night, and the next day pro-
ceeded to Tara, the capital of the province of the
fame name. The commander of our troop pro-
poled to pafs fome days in this town, on account
of the feverity of the weather, as well as that we
might reft ourfelves, and be better enabled to fup-
port the fatigues of the reft of our journey, which
was to be made without fledges. During our ftay
at Tara the commandant allowed us the liberty of
walking in the town, and even in the environs: his
friendly difpofition towards us extended fo far, that
he prevailed on the Voivode to invite us to dinner,
and afterwards perfuaded feveral of the inhabitants to
make us prefents. Thefe confifted of habits for
the feafon, and a confiderable quantity of brandy.

On the 22d we at length quitted Tara, and after
having repafled the river Irtifka we arrived at Luky,
a village inhabited by Tartars; from whence we
continued through immenfe woods and over lofty
mountains, where we all fuffered greatly from fatigue,
and more efpecially myfelf, who was covered with
wounds. Our days journies were very fhort, our
nights pafled in the midft of fnow, and our horles
nad no other food than mofs. On the 3d of April,

being
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being encamped on the river Om, we were furprized
by a band of Tartars of the hord of Barabuts. On
their fir{l appearance we requefted the commandant
to fupply us with arms to defend ourfelves, and
immediately mounted our horfes. The Tartars ap-
proached, oo{u*ved us for a moment, and pafled by,
full gallop, without moldti'lg us.  Atfter their
departure we crofled the river Om, and continued
our march to the river Juakra, on the borders of
which we pitched our tents. At day-break, juft
at the moment we mounted our horles, we dif-
covered a troop of armed men on foot, who called
out to us, in the Ruflian language, to wait for
them, which our conductor caufed us to do. On
L’m r arrival they faluted us, and afterwards addref-
fing our chief, they luonof d many queftions re-
,perhnn our fituation, which, when they learned,
they condoled with wus, and informed us that they
were our partners in-misfortune, having been ex-
iled into Siberia, mdt“at for ten years palt they had
fubfifted merely by the chace and fithing. Their
number . amounted to ﬁ\L\-" ree men, who ap-
parently had fome enterprize in contemplation,
Oul COmMARIER, 'o.'ho was ;‘pprf:‘h“nﬁv e of bad con-

ropofed to part, but
three days on the

(& BN 3
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they cot 1} elled ’mm to rcmu.i
‘S"if()f.
‘Thele hunt{men, finding our provifion of brandy
1d not fufler us to depart but with regret:
at length, however, being delivered from thefe im-
portunate people, we ﬂu!tted the river Juakra, and
marched towards Bogorodekoy, where we arrived
on the rith. From Eoﬂ'omdekoy we crofled the
river Oby, and on the 17th we arrived at Tom{zky, a
town regularly enough built, but peopled, for ‘the
mo”. purt, with Tartars. It is fituated on the banks
of the river Tomizky, and, for its defence, is pro-
vided with a kind of fort, in which the Voivode of
the province refides, with four hundred foldjers and
eight
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eight hundred Coffacks. . ’.l‘he governor’s name was
Villeneuf, of French origin, Lieutenant-Colonel in
the fervice of Ruflia, and formerly an exile. He
received us with humanity, and by the perfuafion of
our conductor, permitted us to remain in the town
i1l the 1oth of May, in order to avoid the incle-
mency of the feafon, which was fo much the more
dangerous, as the weather 1s always extremely wet
ar the latter end of April and the beginning of May.

We paffed our time not difagreeably at ‘Tomizky,
becaufe the Tartars, being informed by our con-
duor, that we bad the misfortune to be made pri- -
foners of war when fighting in conjunction with the
Turkith army, made it a point of religion to affift
us. Among others a dealer in fables interefted
himfelf more particularly in my welfare. He pro-
pofed to meto make my efcape towards China, and
exprefled his readinefs to_run the riftk of accompa-
nying me. e informed me that he was bornin
the hord of Kantay, in the country of Kalkaz, on
the borders of China, and was perfeétly acquainted
with the road thither. 1 fhould haveaccepted his
propofal with joy, if the difficulty, or rather the im-
poffibility, of travelling at leaft three hundred leagues
on foot had not -detained me. The deplorable fi-
tuation to which my wounds had reduced me
was fufficient to convince him of the impofiibility
of my accepting- his propofition. He therefore
loaded me with prefents, which, whether they
came from him alone, or from the whole body
of Tartars of Tomf{zky, amounted to more than
nine hundred roubles, a fum which we divided
amongft us, and out of which we were defirous of
making a prefent to our condu&tor. But this ge-
nerous man refufed to accept of the fmalleft trifle,
and affured us, that on our arrival at Kamchatka
we fhould find fufficient occafion for our money.

CHal..
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Departure fromT. omfzky— Fufka Krafnoiar/xk. Llim/k.
—Price current of European goods and furs at that
place— Jakutzk.—Privileged company of traders
in furse—The count projects his Juture efcape in
concert with M. Hoffman.—A Jociety of exiles
Jormed—They depart for Fakutzh, leaving M.
Hoffman bebind —Their guards quarrel—Alarms-
ing confequence of Mr. Hoffman’s death.—Its effects
happily prevented.

ON the rith of May we at length quitted the
town of Tomf{zky, and paffed through a defert coun-
try covered with woods and mountains, always en-
camped in the fnow, and after fourteen days moit
painful march we were neceflitated to reduce our
allowance to half a pound of bifcuit per day. Be-
ing thus exhaufted by hunger and fatigue, after lof-
ing eight Coflacks and twelve horfes on the road, we
at length arrived onthe 18th at Jutka Krafnoiarfzk,
a town fituated on the banks of the great river Je-
nifea: it confifts of about thirty houles, inhabited
by Ruffian exiles; the fort, more properly called the
miiferable intrenchment, in which the houfe of the
Voivode is built, is a raifed {quare furrounded with
palifades, and the garrifon which defends j¢ 1S com-
poled only of twenty foldiers, who are likewife
exiles,

Lhe Voivode of this province, famous for jts mi-
fery, lodged us in his fortrefs, and did not conde-
{cend to fee us till ourcondu@or had informed him
that we intended making him a prefent.  This
news, which our condu&or likewife communicated

to
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to us, occafioned the Governor to invite us to fup-
per; and he did not difdain the acceptance of fixry
roubles as a prefent, and for a like fum he fold us a
{mall barrel of brandy, containing about eighteen
bottles.

On the 19th, in the morning, the Voivode prefled
our conduétor to depart, and we quitted this place
about noon. The continuation of our journey was
not more agreeable than that from Tomizk. No
object prefented itfelf to our eyes but an immenfe
plain of fnow, here and there interrupted by moun-
tains. Every fucceeding day became more fatigu-
ing. Weloft almoft all our horfes, and we paiied
the two chains of mountains which {eparate the
government of Illimfk from that of Jenifeifk, almoft
dying with hunger, having no other fubfiftence than
the bark of the birch tree fteeped in water.. At
length however we arrived on the 25th of July,
and the 26th day of our march, on the banks of
the river Angara, where we had the good fortune
to meet a hord of Tungus Tartars, who gave us
four elks, with a provifion of dry fith, in exchange

for tobacco and brandy.

" On the 26th we arrived at Illim{k, the capital of
.the province of the fame name; fituated on the
banks of the river Illima. This town poflefles a
confiderable trade, arifing from the quantity of furs
depofited here, which the exiles keep till the arrival
of the Ruflian merchants, who purchafe them in
exchange for European provifions and export them
to China. They ufually gain 200 per cent. on
the merchandizes of Europe, and on their arrival at
China they again redouble their profit on the furs.
The following is nearly the rate at which the mer.
chandize of Europe is fold to the hunters and exiles
of this place: one pound of gunpowder, three rou-
bles ; one pound of tobacco, one rouble and a halt ;
forty pounds of flour, five roubles; ten pounds of

butter,
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‘mtter, {ix roubles ; a barrel of brandy of eighteen
pints, fifty roubles; and in proportion to thefe
values they barter or purchafe one fable’s fkin for
one rouble; one black fox’s fkin, three roubles;
one bear’s fkin, half a rouble; fi‘fty ikins of the
northern fquurel (petit gris) one rouble ; one hun.
dred fkins of the white rabbit, one roublc, twenty-
four fkins of ermins, one roubie, &c. &c.

The Voivode of this province, after having fup-
plied us with fix elks and twenty pounds of flour for
our provifion, dlfpatched us to Uftkottkoy a vil-
lage fituated on the banks of the Lena, where we
embarked in canoes, made of the bark of birch, in

order to haften our Journev pafled down the
river Lena, which runs by [alfutlzk and after run-
ning tluounh all the northern part of Siberia emp-
ties itfelf into the frozenfea. Our voyage by water
WaS yery commodious and agreeable on account of
e b cauty of the feafon, and we happily arrived at
,ukm :k on the 20th_of Auguft, where we were all
lodged in one Foule, having for our guard only four
io“hus, commanded by a fegcant, who relieved our
conductor.
The town of Jakut{zk, Whid 1s fituated in the

fixty {econd nglﬁL of north la cJ ¢, 1s the capital
of a prov. ince of the fame name. It is cr\mpofed of
130 houles and a fortrefs, the whole built of wood,

and inhabited either by exiles or C lac } s, a kind of
muilitary which the government has fo mﬁd by en-
rolling ‘all the male children of the Swedes and
(xcnmns formerly exiled into Siberia. This troop 1s
a]flnuiy employed bv government to levy tribute on
the Tartars who are meeu to Ruffia. Their num-
ber, in the year 1764, amounted to mehc thou-
Lmd armed men,

During our ftay at this place I became acquaint-
ed with fcvex al Greek merchants to whom the Em-
prefs had granted the exclufive privilege of the fur

trade
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srade in this province, in confideration of the fum of
thirty thoufand roubles. They aflured me they had
already gained above eighty thoufand roubles befides
the purchafe money ; but that being obliged to {hare
that fum with governors and minilters, for the fup-
port of their rights, this trade had not been extreme-
ly advantageous, efpecially fince the war with
Turky had, during the laft three years, interrupted
the freedom of commerce. I likewile became ac-
quainted with feveral exiles, from whom I learned
that there were thirty-five officers exiled in that
town, and that their number in that fingle province
amounted to four hundred and twenty-five men.
All thefe unfortunate perfons lamented the depar-
ture of Monf. de Brin, a Frenchman, Colonel in the
fervice of Ruflia, who had, during five years been
Voivode of the province; and who, unfortunately
for them, had been relieved by a Ruffian as remark-

able for his cruelty and barbarity as his predeceflor
was for his generofity and goodnefs. —
On the third day after my arrival in this city I re-
ceived a vifit from the Sieur Hoffman, a Surgeon,
who was fent from Peterfburgh to Kamchatka, to
exercife his profeflion as Surgeon Major of the Go-
vernment, with a, falary of one thoufand five hun-
dred roubles. At our firlt meeting I perceived,
from his converfation, that he poflefied a penctrat-
ing mind and a worthy and amiable difpofition.
The account I gave of my misfortunes, and the ex-
cefs of barbarity under which I had long fuffered,
affected him greatly; and as he confidered his mif-
fion to Kamchatka as an exile, he did not hefitate to
propofe, without any previous overture from me,
his opinion that on our arrival at Kamchatka, we
fhould dire& our attention to an efcape by the way
of fea, either to Japan or China; and that he faw no
other difficulty than the procuring failors to con-
du¢t the veflel, which he propofed to purchafe under
the
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1¢ pretence of empleying it in fithing., This pro-
polition convinced methat he was determined to thare
my fate. [ therefore aflured him that he needed
ot be unealy with regard to navigating the veflel,
ecaufe I was fufficiently capable of undertaking
hat tafk by virtue of the experience I had acquired
during feveral voyages. 1 likewife informed him
that it 'was with the greateft fatisfaction that I learn-
ed his relolution, which I had myfelf conceived and
formed from the firft inftant that I heard that Kam-
chatka was the place of my exile ; and that provided
he continued in the fame opinion, and kept the
moft profound fecrecy, I would anfwer for its fuccefs.
From that day our difcourfe was continually di-
reted to the means of fecuring our efcape. 1 ran
no hazard in making this propofal to my compa-
nions, who, during the whole journey, had fhewn
me the molt particular refpe@, which was increafed
by the junétion of Mr. Hoffman, who united him.
felf to us by oath.
On the 29th of Auguft the company eleGted me

P

: their chief; it was compofed of Mr. Hoffman, Ma-

EERA T

jor Winbladth, Captain Panow, Captain Hoppolite
Stephano, Colonel Baturin, and Secretary Sopro-
now. ‘Lhe ardent defire which we all had to carry
our defign into execution, induced us to ufe our
endeavours with the Voivode to difpatch us to
Ochoczk, a fea port in Siberia, from whence we
were to embark for Kamchatka. He readily ac-
ceded fo our withes, and difpatched us on the 2gth
of the fame month under the guard of two Szottnik,
or captains, with twelve Coflacks under their com-
mand. Mr. Hoffman unfortunately could not de-
part with us, on account of the neceflity of carrying
his effets with him.  On our departure from Ja-
kutzk we were attended by moft of the exiles, who
regaled us with a good dinner on the banks of the
river Lena. Among thefe unhappy men weré two

Ruffian
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Ruffian Lords, of the family of Gurgiew, both
: young, who, after haviiig Terved in"the guards of the
Emprefs, were exiled by her orders on the death of
the late Emperor. The new manner of travelling
on fledges drawn by elks was very agreeable to us.
The fwiftnefs and agility with which thefe animals
run can hardly be conceived, and their manner of
fubfifting is ftill more furprifing : an handful of mofs
mixed with utine, enables them to fupport the fa-

tigue of three or four days.
The fixth day after our departure we arrived on
. the banks of the river Tola, where we were obliged
to remain two days, becaufe our condutor thought
| proper to employ that time in vifiting the Lartar
chiefs of the hord Jakutti, to extort prefents from
them, of which they brought a tolerable large quan-
tity in fkins of martins, foxes, and rofzomak, an
animal peculiar to this province. Its figure nearly re-
fembles that of the European wolf, and its fkin has
the fame appearance, excepting that its colour is a
glofly black. The women in Siberia make bonnets

of this fkin.

On the 3d of September we pafled the river
Tola, and continued our journey without interrup-
tion thus far, excepting a difference which happened
among our conductors, during the time our camp
was pitched on the banks of this river, where they
made a ftop for the purpofe of gambling, an occu-
pation which they had ftrenuoufly followed ever
fince our departure from Jakutzk. One of the
Coffacks having loft all his provifions in play againft
the chief, thought proper to indulge himfelf in fome
difrefpeétful expreflions, upon which the Commander
ordered the Coflacks to tie him up .and give him
one hundred lathes with the whip. Inftead, how-
ever, of executing the orders of their commander,
the Coflacks took the part of the culprit, and after
having ftripped their officer naked, entertained him

el
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with more than three hundred m‘mc\;; an. opera.
tion, which, though we bore no part in it, neverthe-
lefs mmldbd us fome diverfion.

This adventure was quickly followed by an event
which greatly alarmed us. We were informed by
a Coffack, fent exprefs from Jakutzk, that Mr.
Hoffman was dead, and that, after his deceafe, the
governor had found certain interefting  papers among
his effets, which he had forwarded to the governor
of Och()chL, in a packet, to be put into the hands
of our conduétor, addreffed to Mr Pl *11.“;161‘, Com-
mandant of that to\n.f'n, recommending to him not to
fend us to Kanichatka. This relation convinced us
that the Sieur Hoffman had either written fome
letters to his friends at Peterfburcgh, in which hein-
formed them of his proje&, or ‘th::z he had made
fome notes relative to our affair. After many fup-
pofitions, we conclude d that the Governor at leaft
fufpetted our projed, if he was not ent
vinced of it ; and that he h ;1d lent difpatches to the
Governor or Ochoczk, 1n confequence of which, i
was probable we might be fent to prifon a fe
time. In this fituation, I pi'o;; oled to my comp
nions to {eize the packﬁt and I ange the contents by
the afiiftance of Mr. Sophrono who having been
Secretary, might draw up letter to our advantage
to be included among the other papers. .My pro-
pofition was accepted by my cur“paz'zions, and we
immediately determ ined to avail ourfelves of every
means of executing it. An opportunity foon a
prefented itfelf, On the 11th of September, as we
were paﬁimr the river Aldan in boats, our elks at
the fame time {wimming over, the boat in which
our conductor was placed with his difpatches was
overfet by the malice of the Coffacks; who, after
having well ﬂoggcd him, were defirous of p
?HOLh(l trick, to diiembarrafs themfelves entirely of
his company. It was a happy circumftance for him

T
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that he was a good {wimmer, and quickly reached
the fhore. The readinefs with' which I ran to his
’ afliftance, and the fufpicions he had of his Coffacks,
led him to attach himfelf to me, and that more
efpecially, becaule he obferved that my companions
treated me with refpe@, and of courfe that I might
be very ufeful in defending him, in cafe the Coflacks
fhould hereafter make any attempts againft his
fafety.
This rough paffage over the river Aldan obliged
our conducors to halt, in order to dry their cloaths,
and I feized the occafion to treat them with brandy,
1 at the fame time that I engaged them in a gaming
party. My ftratagem fucceeded fo well, that after
having confumed nine pints of brandy, they every
one fell afleep. During this period of infenfibility
we feized the difpatches, which we found drawn up
in fuch terms as were_calculated to render our cap-
tivity extremely wretc}led, and thewed that we had
every reafon to congratulate ourfelves on the lucky
chance which offered itfelf. The letter of the com-
mandant of Jakutzk to the commanding officer of
Ochoczk was to the following effect :—
« The two Szottnik, Kolofow and Reftarguew,
condué& fix prifoners of ftate, fent by order of
the Senate as exiles to Kamchatka, whom you
L ¢ are defired to confine in prifon without delay,
| ¢ and keep them fafe until you thall receive from
me more ample information refpeting their con-
duct and defigns, in order that you may then
examine them with the utmolt {tri¢tnels. My
prefent knowledge refpecting them is as follows:
On their arrival at Jakutzk I took pity on them,
and allowed them the liberty of walking about
the town ; but they abufed my favour, by ex-
citing feveral of the exiles to revolt, and one in |
particular among them, named Maurice Auguf- |
tovicz, has been artful enough to gain over fo |
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“ his interefts the Surgeon Hoffman, who pro.
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mifed to join with him at Kamchatka, to procure
a thip, that they might deliver all the exiles of
Kamchatka. I was informed of this abominable
project by one of the exiles, to whom the Sieur
Hoffman had {poken in confidence before his de-
ceafe. 1 have found feveral papers among his
eftefts after his death, which I do not under.
ftand, becaule wrirten in the German language,
but which I fend you, in hopes that you may be
able to dilcover their contents. Suppofing, how.
ever, that thefe wretches have no other defign
than that of making their efcape, which, how-
ever, I do not conceive to be the cafe, it becomes
neceflary to look ftrictly after them, and I advife
you not to fend them to Kamchatka this year. I
fhall tran{mit an account of this event in my firft
difpatches to the Senate, and requeft their orders,
which you cannot receive in lefs than a year.”
We examined the other papers of the Sieur Hoft-

man, but found nothing which tended to betray
us. 'T'here was no other paper among the difpatches
but the Governor’s letter, which could have injured
us, for which reafon we contented ourfelves with
changing it for another, to the following tenor :
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S ibIE
¢ The two Szottnik, Kolofow and Roftarguew,
conduct fix prifoners of ftate, fent into exile to
Kamchatka, by order of the Senate. After I be-
came acquainted with them, I found their beha-
viour fuch as led me to intereft myfelf in their
favour, and convinced me that they are all men
of honour, efpecially the two foreigners, who are
merely prifoners of war. My difpofition to affift
the unfortunate induces me to write to you in
their favour. Is it not praiicable to allow them
a certain degree of liberty in your town, to pre-
ferve them from the fcurvy, a diforder which is
(19 fo
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¢ dangerous in your port? You will run no rifk in
¢ allowing thefe unfortunate men a certain degree
« of liberty, for it is impofiible that they fhould
« make an ill ufe of your confidence. The furgeon
« Hoffman, who was about to repair to Kamchatka,
¢ js dead, and I have no perfon to appoint in his
¢ place. One of thefe prifoners is of the fame pro-
« fefion. I fee no inconvenience in recommend-
¢ ing him to the governor of Kamchatka, who be-
“ ing unprovided will, doubtlefs, be glad to avail
¢« himfelf of his fervices. The papers which accom-
“ pany this belong to the late Mr. Hoffman. I
¢ fend them that you may procure a tranflation,
¢« and afford fome explanation relative to his pro-
“ perty, as 1 have reafon to think he poffefled fome
¢ fhare in the company of hunters. With every
“ wifh for your profperity, I am, &c.”

After having thus carried our projet into execu-
tion, we difmiffed our fears, and our fatisfattion
was complete when we were aflured, after the waking
of our condu&tors, that they had not obferved any
alteration in the packets. We continued our jour-
ney peaceably enough to the river Inna, on the
banks of which we arrived on the 20th of Septem-
ber. The prodigious quantity of fith which we ob- -
ferved in this river caufed us to remain on the {pot
two days, when we departed with a confiderable
provifion of fith, and continued our journey con-
ftantly due eaft. 'We pafled over very lofty moun-
tains and dreadful precipices. The cold was fo ex-
treme near the fummits of the mountains, that two of
our conductors were frozen to death.

Vor, I. F CH A'Y.
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Village of Judoma.~<Sledges drgwn by dogs. —Arri-
val at OchocZ K—-—Dcﬂrlpz‘zon of that “town “and
harbor-——State of its commerce—The ‘exiles “em-

bark for Kamchatka.—Their dangerous pajjage.

)‘O N the 29th we arrived at a village compofed of
fix houles, inhabited by exiles, and fituated on the
banks of the river Judoma. At this place we were
provided with fledges drawn by dogs, for the reft of
our journey to Ochoczk. Thoug o ]udoma 1s com-
pofed only of {ix wretched houfes the place is well
known, becaufe it is the rendezvous of feveral
Tunoufe nations, and fome hords of Mongols, who
repair thither to trade with the hunters [ prom ifleny ],
It is by this contraband intercourfe that the moft
beautiful fkins pafs into China without paying any
duties ; and it would be difficult for government to
put a ftop to it, becaufe all the Coffacks, and their
chiefs, are intereﬂed In the month of November
they meet at Judoma, to the number of four or five
hundred armed men ; befides which it is a part of
the policy of government to wink at this contraven-
tion, as it would be dangerous to excite the Sibe-
‘rians to revolt ; the {lighteft difturbance would arm
the 1nhab1tants, and, if this fhould once happen,
Siberia would be for ever loft to Ruffia.
After our departure from Judoma we pafled over
a dreadful chain of mountains, where we were ex-
ceflively fatigued, becaufe we were entirely igno-
rant of the manner of driving the dogs. More than
once I fell down defcents of above fixty. feet in
depth, together with the dogs and fledges; but it
is
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ss one fortunate circumftance, that in this country
there is no falling but among {now, {fo that I fuf-
fered little more on thefe occafions than a few bruifes.
When we had crofled the mountains our journey
was more agreeable, for we pafled without danger
along the banks of the river Urak, where, if my
fituation had been I&fs wretched, I might have re-
ceived fome pleafure from the profpect around me.
It confifted of immenfe mountains, -ftanding  {epa-
rate on the vaft extent of afea of fnow; a view
which affeted the mind with a fenfe of magnifi-
cence and terror united. \

On the 16th of O&ober we at laft arrived at
Ochoczk, where we were immediately conduéted to
the Chancery, and thence to our refpeétive quarters,
with four Coffacks, and an Attamen or Corporal,
as guards for each. The commanding officer of ;
this town, and of the whole province, was Mr.
Plenifner, a native of Courland, exiled in the time
of the Emprefs Elizabeth. I cannot determine
whether we were indebted to our ftratagem of
counterfeiting a letter from the Voivode of Jakutzk,
or to ‘his natural difpofition, for the goodnefs he
fhewed to us. On:the firlt day of our arrival we
were very commodioufly lodged in the houles of
towns-people, who were in very good circumftances,
and it ‘was at the fame time intimated to us, that
we might enjoy full liberty and go out whenever
we pleafed, provided we took a guard with us.

The town of Ochoczk is fituated in fifty-nine
degrees feventeen minutes north latitude,and three
hundred and forty-eight degrees ten minutes longi-
tude, from the meridian of Kamchatka. It is very
indifferently built of wood, and {tands on the banks
of the river Qchota, ‘the mouth of which is de-
fended by what they call a fortrefs, though it isno-
thing : more :than a fimple {quare, furrounded with

pallifades, and provided with a four-pounder at each

F 2 angle.
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angle. The garrifon of this fortrefs is neverthelefs
compofed of four hundred and eighty foldiers, all
exiles from the European troops. ‘The town con-
tains three hundred and twenty-two houfes, inha-
bited by exiles, who, fince the year 1741, the time
of the expedition of Captain Beering, have applied
themfelves to fea affairs.  Their number may
amount to about nine hundred men. Ochoczk is
the ftorehoufe of the commerce of Kamchatka,
- The_Governor is nominated chief of all the col- |
' leges, of which thereare four, eftablithed at this
place, viz. the College of Admiralty, the College
of War, the College of Commerce, and the Col-
lege of Police and Adminiftration.  Thefe denomi-
nations at firft appeared ftriking and important to
me, but the charm foon difappeared, when 1 found
that the members who compoled them were brutes,
whofe only merit was placed in continual licentiouf-
nefs and debauchery. I have often feen many of
thefe miembers five or fix days together in a conti-
nued ftate of intoxication. The rich furs which
the Koraks, Lamuths and Tungufes, who are in fub-
jection to the Ruflian government, and whofe num-
ber amounts to forty-two thoufand fouls, payasa
tribute to government, and of which the impofition
isarbitrarily varied, according to the intereft of thefe
members, who in turn perform the funétion of Col-
leGor, fupply them with the means of obtaining
ftrong liquors, whatever may be their prices, and
they do not fail to drown their cares in brandy.

T'wo years before my arrival a battery had been
erected on the point of land which clofes the entrance
of the river, in order to defend the town from the
incurfions of the independent Koraksand Tfuktfy,
two favage nations who inbabit the northern part of
the province, and are irreconcileable “enemies of
the Ruflians. They maintain a correfpondence
with the fubjetted Koraks and the Tungufes, which#

circumitance



11§

COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 65

circumftance finds government fufficient bufinefs to
prevent their confederation. The difpofition of thefe
people caufed an alarm in the government during
my ftay ; for thirty Coffacks having deferted from
Ochoczk gave them reafon to fear that their de-
fign was to colle& thefe nations together ; but this
apprehenfion was diflipated by the information
which was received, that the deferters had directed
their courfe towards the river Amur.

The port of Ochoczk, which at the deepelt con-
tains no more than nineteen feet of water, is formed
by the river Ochota, which in its courfe has worn a
bay. The entranceis N.4# W. Ifound in the port
two veflels of two hundred and fifty tons each, and
eleven others, the largeft of which was three hun-
dred and fifty tons burthen, and the fmalleft eighty.
Thefe veflels were defigned either to make difcove-
ries on the coaft of California, or to carry provifions
to the different ports of Kamchatka, or were freight-
ed by individuals, who make expeditions in the

s S

iflands Kurilles, Aleuthes, and Alakfa, to chafe

beavers, foxes, and bears. The harbour-malter,
Licutenant Sind, informed me, that during the laft

year the Captains Kreniczin and Levafcheff, who

were fent by order of the Emprels on a voyage of dil-

covery, had armed two veflels, one the St. Peterand ;|
St. Paul, and the other named the Elizabeth, with

which they departed to examine the coaft of Califor-
nia; but that they returned without doing any
thing, under the pretence that their crews had mu-
tinied, though the true reafon for their want of
fucgefs confifted in their ignorance and want of ex-
perience.

Being defirous of profiting by my ftay in this ’

place, I enquired of different perfons concerning the
terefts of Ruffia, the population of Siberia, the
hiftory of the country, the cuftoms, manners, and

«ufages of its inhabitants, their prejudices, and trea-
ties
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ties between one nation and another ; but as this
fubject is in fome refpett foreign to the purpofe in-
tended in' the prefent narrative, I {hall content my-
felf with annexing my ideas in the form of a fup-
plement to the prefent memoir, and fhall only ob.
ferve in this place, that Ochoczk and Kamchatka
are become places of great importance to Ruffa,
from the yearly increafe of revenue their commerce
affords to that empire. The following is a fhort
ftatement of what I learned from the Secretary of
the Chancery: The importation of beaver fkins,
one year with another, amounts to fixteen thou-
fand ; of fables twenty- three thoufand ; of ermines
one hundred and eighty-four thoufand; of black
foxes two thoufand five hundred; of roflomaks
feven thoufand ; of the common fox fourteen thou-
fand ; of the northern fquirrel thirty-fix thoufand;
of efcz and rabbits twenty-five thoufand ; of fea
wolves fix thoufand ; and of bears four or ﬁve thou-
fand. Thefe amcles are conveyed to Jenifeifk, in
exchange for brandy, tobacco, flour, coarfe cloth,
filk, &c. the intrifific value of which doésnot exceed
two hundred thoufand roubles, though the amount
of the fale of the furs 1n China 1s near two millions
of roubles. From this {tatement it is evident that
Ruffia cannot but gain immenfe capitals by this
commerce.

The time of my ftay at Ochoczk was very agreea-
blé ; butas I had reafon to fear that the governor of
Jakutzk would difcover our plot in his next dif-
patches, I perfuaded my companions unanimoufly
to requeft orders for our departure, and to engage
the governor to difmifs us for Kamchatka as foon as
"‘O{'bee This officer was likewife urged by its be-
ing the {eafon to difpatch veflels to Kamchatka,
and accordingly embarked us on board the packet
St. Peter and St. Paul, of two hundred and forty
tons-burthen, with eight pieces of cannon and forty-
three men, comma nded by the Sieurs Efuryn and

Koroftilow;
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Koroftilow ; their lading was oneg hundred and
forty-two facks of flour, each containing one hun-
dred pounds ; two hundred barrels of brandy, each
containing twenty-five pints; and the reft of the
cargo belonged to feveral merchants, by whom it
was freighted.  On. our arrival on board we were
yeceived very roughly Dby the fecond in command,
who, after having indulged himfelf in a fet of in-
veQives, caufed ustobe chained and confined before
the maft, with orders to employ us in the meaneft
}‘ labout. * As we had already been accuftomed to 2
F fmall portion - of liberty, our fituation afflicted us
sot a little; but it lafted only one day, for on
the arrival of the captain we were delivered from
our fetters, and had the fatisfation to fee our enemy
punifhed with fifty ftrokes of the knout for having
a&ed without orders.
- The journal of our navigation is not fufficiently
interefting to be given in detail ; I fhall, therefore,
fpeak only of the leading circumftances. On the
22d of November we dropped down theriver to its
mouth, where we moored in two fathoms and three
quartefs water, the wind being north. = On the 2 3d
we {et fail, the wind having changed to the north-
weft, with a very hollow 'fea and confiderable cold.
On the 24th a violent tempeft arofe, which obliged
us to lay-to, the wind being then fouth-weft ; the
gale increafed in the night, and the Captain, with
31l his men, having got drunk on the occafion, a |
favourable opportunity prefented itfelf to feize this '
veflel, thus abandoned to. the fury of the elements.
Unfortunately for us, however, the fwell of the {ea,
and repeated fqualls of wind, prevented our execut- -
ing an attempt of this nature. On the 2 5th, in the
night, the wind, after veering all round the compals,
fixed at north-eaft, and continued to blow with ex-
traordinary violence. About three in the morning
. eur main-maft fprung, and we carried away the
| mizen.
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mizen-topmaft ; fo that nothing remained ftanding
but the mizen-maft. The noife of thefe difafters
roufed the Captain, who crawled out of his cabin to
give us orders, but part of the wreck falling upon

him, broke his arm, and rendered him incapable of |,

attending his duty, in which, indeed, he would
have had no opportunity of difplaying much ma-
nagement, as the whole of our mafts, yards, and
rigging, was nearly unferviceable. - In this fituation
of extreme neceflity we redoubled our efforts to repel
the danger, and the failors, drunk as they were, feem-
ed well-'aware of the utility of our fervices. Some
of themjoined us, and with hearty curfes on their
officers for ignorant and drunken wretches, fwore
that they would obey our orders. The Captain,
who was likewife perfuaded that he was indebted
to our efforts for his prefervation, and being afraid
to put the command into the hands of his mate,
' whom he ‘had hitherto kept in irons, declared
- loudly that he entrufted the condu of the veflel to
i my care till he fhould be himfelf able to attend to it.

On the 26th about noon the wind flackened, and
after much labour I fet the fore-fail by pafling a ftay
from the bowfprit to the ftump of the main-maft.
At five in the afternoon the wind changed to north-
welt, and flackened, fo that we fet the mizen and
mizen-ftay-fail ; but we could not keep her to her
courfe long, for the wind changed again to eaft-
fouth-eaft, which obliged me to clofe hawl, in which
fituation we made our courfe good between fouth
and fouth one quarter weft. On the 27th we faw
land, and by a meridian obfervation the latitude
was fifty-four degrees feventeen minutes. The
failors afirmed that the land was the ifland of Sa-
chalin. Our fituation tempted me to feize this oc-
cafion of efcaping from flavery: I therefore pro-

pofed to the crew to anchor on the coaft of Korea,
to

4—-1-—:—-?*- —
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to repair our mafts and trim our cargo, which had
{hifted in fuch a manner as to endanger our Over-
fetting, In cafe we fhould be vifited by a gale
of wind like the former. Notwithftanding this, \
however, all the rhetoric I could ufe was incapable

of prevailing over the crew, who, being encouraged

by the appearance of fettled weather, obliged me
to bear away from the coaflt of Korea. It was in
vain that I made ufe of iron and garlick to falfify
the compafs. This ftratagem, perhaps, might-have
{ucceeded if the wind had not changed ; but it fud-
denly fet in between the fouth-weft and fouth fouth-
weft, and thus forced me, in fpite of my inclina-
tion, to dire& my courfe for Kamchatka. On the
1t of December we difcovered land, which the
failors perceived to be the mountain of Alakfa, and
from their information refpecting the land marks I
brought the veffel into the mouth of the Bolfa.

CHAPR
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Arrival at Kamchathai~—Conforence with. fome. eiles
there~—T hey wait: upon the ZOVETNOT and receive

m/zmé?zon.r.-—-Vz//age of the exiles.~—~Qrdinances cf ]

the Gzar Peter for iheir regulation.

ON the 2d, at bighawater; we entered the poit;
and in this place my cOmmand terminated. On
the 3d we were {et on fthore, and fodged in a yourth,
which is a kind of houlfe bm‘ of earth, the roof
a'one being vifible above ground: We were guarded
by four foldiers, eight Coflacks, and a ferjeant.
About noon we faw feveral veffels, which dropped
down the tiver; they were of the kmd called Baj:
dard in the language of the country, formed of
very thin planks, faftened together mih whale-
bone, or covered with fea wolves fkins; well fewec
together. One of thefe veflels conveyed a Ruflian
orTcer with ten Coffacks, deputed from the Gover:
nor of Kamchatka to receive the packets from
court; and take the exiles under his guard. The
bfficer went firlt on boatd the veflel, and aftetrwards
on fthore, whete he telieved out guard by his Cof:
facks: A certain fomething, which, zccordmw to
his own exr)ref’lon ftruck him at firft fight of me,
excited his cmmﬁt) to know who I was, which
{atisfied lﬁconically bv anfwering, ¢ a foldiet, once
¢ a general, but now a {lave.”” This anfwer fur-
prized him, and; as he has fince protefted, concili-
ated his efteem. When he leained that my com-

panions were likewife officers, he pi ""ented us with
a dinner according to the cuftom of the country,

which confifted of boiled fith, roafted fith, and Hh
powdered and made into bread. This u\"ker\ would
have
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have difgufted famine itfelf, but the thing which the
moft effeGtually overfet my ftomach was the drink;
v was compofed of fith putrified in water, the cor-
ruption of which gives the water a certain fournefs.
During the dinner, at which it might be of fome
fervice to the épicures of our great towns to have
been prefent, the converfation turned on the man-
ners and cuftoms of the country, and the conclu-
fion in every cafe was, that there is not a more mi-
ferable country on the face of the earth. After
dinner the officer caufed us to embark in his boats,
two in each, and conduted us to the town called
Bolforetzkoy Oftrogg.

After rowing four verftes we met four veflels,
with men on board very well cloathed. = They ftop-
ped to queftion us concerning Lurope, but when
they were informed by our guards that we were
exiles, we were furprized to behold their change of
countenance, and the joy and fatistaction, which
they could not conceal. We fuppofed their offers
of fervice and demonftrations of gladnels were
mockery, and as we thought ourfelves juftly offend-
ed, we threatened vengeance if they continued to
infult our misfortunes, and moft affuredly we fhould
have returned the fuppofed infult, if the commander
of our convoy had not informed us that our quarrel
was founded in mifunderftanding, and: affured us
that our fuppofed antagonifts were companions n
misfortune, being exiles as well as ourfelves. The
fimilarity of our fate and misfortunes produced
an inftantaneous friendfhip, and their firft tranfports
of joy, which were founded only on the hope of
finding fome confolation in our fociety, were fuc-
ceeded by tears. They gave us an affeting ac-
count of their fituation, and the cruelty with which
they were treated ; and their recital confirmed us

- in the opinion, that there is no flavery more dread-

ful than that of an exile at Kamchatka. I affured
them
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them that we fet the higheft value on their good
withes, and in the name of all my companions tef.
tified our ardent defire to continue in friendthip,
and maintain an indiffoluble conneétion with them,

» The firft moment of converfation afforded me 2

favourable opportunity of eftablithing a fyftem of

‘union among the exiles; for they did not fail to
' inform. me that many among thenifelves were con-

tinually eaballing about the governor, in heopes of
gaining his favour at the expence of their compa.
nions. My obfervations on this fubje&t appeared

- to adk ftrongly upen them, and they protefted that
' they would embrace the earlieft opportunity of

aflembling all our friends, to determine upon the

. eftablifhment of a certain order among them, and

that they believed they could not do better than te
acknowledge me as their chief, &c. This declara-
tion was very flattering to me, and I have fince
been perfeétly convinced of the advantages of the
fleps they propofed to take.

The officer, fearing to be benighted, prefled us
to continue our journey. Our new companions
changed their courfe to accompany us, and during
this fhort voyage the affurances and proteftations of
the moft fincere friendthip were a hundred times
repeated. They promifed that we thould find con-
veniencies in their habitations fufficient to permit us
to reft a few days after our fatigue; but that it
would foon after be neceffary to labour, in order to
fecure ourfelves from famine. Their accounts of
the place entirely difheartened my companions;
but as to myfclf, who have always laid it down as a
principle to do every thing in my power to prevert
the greatelt evils, to overcome the prefent, and to
give myfelf little concern for the future, I was only
attentive to fuch parts of their narration as tended
to render me acquainted with our fituation, and the
poflibility of delivering ourfelves from it. My

conclufions
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conclufions were nearly as follow: 1. That liberty
was granted to ns merely for the purpole of earning
o {ubfiftence, of which we could not aflfure our-
felves without the moft unremitted labour. 2. That
it was of the greateft confequence that I fhould

gain the favour of the governer, in order to ob- |
rain permiffion, on fome future occafion, to arm a |

veflel to hunt the beaver, in order that we might |

make our efcape on that firft occafion. 3. That it |
was neceflary to eftablifh an union among all the |
exiles, and to caufe them to adopt a certain defer- |
ence for me. 4. That it was abfolutely neceflary |

to invent fome method of keeping the fecret, on |

the confidence of which I might be enabled to |
confer with many individuals refpecting our de~-J

parture.

My mind was fo occupied in the adjuftment of
thefe concerns that I paid very little attention to
the circumftances of our voyage: we arrived,
therefore, infenfibly, at the clofe of the day, to the
town; where, on our landing, we were fhut up n
a houfe oppofite the fortrefs. On the 4th, at ten
in the morning, we were conducted by our guards |
before the governor, Mr. Nilow, who having been ’
informed of the fervices I had performed in the'
courfe of our navigation, received me very civilly,
and thanked me tfor the care and pains I had

taken in preferving the fhip. After which he fepa-

rately examined us refpeéting our quality, caufes

of our exile, &c. and laftly ordered us to go be-
fore the fecretary of the chancery, M. Sudeikyn,
who, he informed us, would give us more ample
inftruftions refpecting our future fituation, which,
as far as depended upon himfelf, he would not fail
to mitigate, provided we behaved ourfelves with
obedience, and performed our duty in 2 peaceable
manner, by remitting the hyaffak or tribute to the

chancery which fhould be prefcribed. Alter this
' fine
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fine {peech ‘he caufed us to be led to the fecretary,
whom we found in the chancery office ; the gover.
nor’s fervant put a paper into his hands, which he
read, and then aflured us that we might efteem it
a great happinefs that we were {ent to Kamchatka,
as there was ‘mot a ‘better difpofed gentleman in
the whole world than the governor; and that, with
regard to -himfelf, he was a gentleman of diftin&ion
honoured with the peculiar confidence of ‘her ‘Ma-
jefty the Emprefs; and moreover, that he was dif-
pofed to protett us in the moft effe€tual manner.
I returned him our thanks for ‘his goodnefs in in-
terefting himfelf in favour of the unfortunate, and
intreated ‘him to inform us of our duty, and the
mode of conduct to which it was expeted we
fhould conform; in anfwer to this he acquainted us,

1. That we thould be fet at liberty on the fol-
lowing day, and provided with f{ubfiftence for three
days, after which we muft depend upon ourfelves
for eur maintenance.

2. That each perfon would receive from the
chancery, a mufquet and a lance, with one pound
of powder, four pounds of lead, a hatchet, feveral
knives, and other inftruments and carpenters tools,
with which we might build cabins, and that we
were at liberty to choofe our fituations at the dif-
tance of one league from the town; but that we
fhould be bound to pay in furs, during the firft
year, each one hundred roubles, in return for
thefe advantages.

3. That every one muft work at the corvee one
day in the week for the fervice of government, and
that we might not abfent ourfelves from our houfes
for twenty-four hours without the permiffion of the
governor.

4. That each exile thould bring to the chancery
fix fable fkins, fifty rabbits fkins, two foxes 'fkins,
and twenty-four ermines -per -annum.

After
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After this information the fecretary difmiffed our
guards and .caufed provifions for three days to be
smmediately diftributed, the whole confifting of nine
pounds of dried fith. We then quitted the cha.ln-
cery and went dire@tly to ‘the magazine to receive
our arms and utenfils, which were carefully deliver-
ed to'us-according to our choice; for the ftore-keeper
permitted us to choofe, in confequence of our having
promifed him fome furs. It was with the greateft
pleafure that I again beheld myfelf armed ; and my |
companions received equal fatisfaction from the !
fame circumf{tance. When we came out of the ma-
gazine we perceived twenty exiles, whohad brought
fome fledges drawn by dogs to:aflift in carrying our
charge,and who offered us the ufe of their cabins
antil-we fhould have built our own. ‘We accepted
their invitation, and -departed towards their home.
Their repeated marks of civility were exceedingly
fatiguing to us who were in‘a {tate of extreme hun-
ger, but at length, about three in the afternoon, we

arrived:at their habitations, which formed a finall |

it i

village - compofed of eight cabins, and the fame |
number of balagans, or magazines. In the centre '
of the village ‘we perceived a long fquare building, |
whieh our new companions informed us was their

public hall of meeting. ;
 The number of thele unfortunate men was twenty-
three, and there ‘were about thirty women living
with-them ; among thefe I remarked that a perfon
of the name of Cruftiew pofleffed a confiderable de-
gree of authority, and I foon perceived that it was
his'houfe into which we were received. He caufed
us to fit in his yourth round the fire,while the women
prefented us with brandy and dried fith, and after-
wards tea and butter ; this breakfaflt wasfollowed
by a dinner, which confifted entirely of fifh, and we
were not without a defert, compofed of caviar and
cedar nuts. Our dinner pafled in great filence, be-
caufe

TSP —




30 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF
caufe we were bufied in filling our empty {tomachs;
but when we had performed this tafk, the converfa.
tion began by enquiries on our part refpecting our
prefent fituation : the accounts we received ferved
only to render us more intimately.acquainted with
the extent of our misfortunes. . The following are
the chief particulars concerning which we were in.
formed :

1. That the ordinances of the Czar Peter enad.
ed, that no exile could poflefs property; and that
in confequence of this edit the foldiers of the gar-
rifon frequently entered the houfes of the exiles and
carried away whatever they pleafed, agalnﬂ which
depredation the exiles had no remedy.

2. That in cafe an exile fhould have been {o rath
as to ftrike a citizen or foldier, though upon provo-
cation, he was condemned to die of hunger.

That on account of their being declared exiles
from civil foc1et\, every faithful fubjet was prohi-
bited from receiving them into their houfes.

4. That their lives being granted them for no
other purpofe than to implore the mercy of God
and the remiflion of their fins, they could be em-
ployed only in the meaneft works to gain their daily
{ubfiftence.

The knowledge of thefe articles made me tremble
with horror and indignation ; this, exclaimed I to
mylelf, is the legiflation of a man revered by all
Europe! Butas I had no defign of patiently endur-
ing the unhappy ftate of fuch a flavery, the account
only encreafed my ardour and my efforts to deliver
' mylelf from it.  As the firft ftep, I determined to
{peak privately to Mr. Cruftiew, who had an afcen-
dancy over the others; and who, on account of his
‘having refided eight years at Kamchatka, could
reafily afford me every neceflary information.

After our converfation had turned for a confider-
able time upon the difagreeable events.of the life
nte
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|
|

into which we were about to enter, and our hofts
having aflured us that there were fome among them
who had groaned under this flavery for twenty-fix
years, Mr. Panow, one of my companions, who
during the whole difcourfe had appeared abforbed
in contemplation, fuddenly exclaimed; ¢ How is it
& ¢ poffible, my friends, that brave men like you. can
¢ have endured this unhappy fate without having
¢« made fome attempt to deliver yourfelves from
¢ tyranny ?. You are afraid of death then, and in
¢ this cale I fear we fhall find no true aflociates in
| | ¢ you.”’—He would have continued his difcourfe,
| but Mr. Cruftiew made a fign to me to interrupt

|
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him, which I did by directing the converfation to
i another fubject; but at the fame time I refolved to
i afk the reafon from Mr. Cruftiew, why he objeéted
‘ to our converfing in an open manner.
& Our entertainer caufed brandy and tea to be
: ferved, and propofed to his companions to receive
us in their cabins and fhare their provifions with us,
) obferving to them that we fhould not be able to
build new cabins during the winter. The congrefs
applauded this, propofition, and to conciliate our

/ union, we fwore a mutual friendfhip ; after which
every one received a companion. My lot, in which || i
| I confefs there. was a flight management, gave me ||

| to Mr. Cruftiew.

-
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The Count forms an intimacy with Mr. Cruftiew, an
exile.—Society ¢ftablifbed for projecting the means of
efeape.~—~The Count’s Jpeech and plan of @ conféitti-
Fion.——The exiles wait upon the Governor-and the
hancellor—The Governor appoints the :Count o
teach the languages to ' his children.—dn unforefeen
pvent tends greatly tomitigate the diftreffes and ad-
wance 'the projects of the ‘exiles.

OUR places of habitation being thus fettled,
every one retired, and 1 feized the firft” 6pportunity
of being alone with Mr. Cruftiew, to enquire ‘the
reafon why he had interrupted the difcourfe of Mr.
Panow, at the fame time that T aflured him T could
not perfuade myfelf that any one among(t them could
be fo bafe as to betray his companions* ‘it is very
true, replied he, my deat friend, that you can have
o teafon to think {0 meanly of any of them; though
it is very certain, that there are fome among us
who would rather pafs ‘the reft ‘of their lives in this
curfed country than expofe themfelves to the mercy
of the waves. But the moft humiliating circum-
ftance is, that there are among us fome wretches,
who, in hopes of obtaining their liberty, by betray-
ing our fecrets, would certainly lofe no time in
communicating our projects to the governor ; for,
continued he, there exifts a law, which is the only
| one in favour of exiles, to the effec, that every exile
" who fhall have revealed to the governor any plot
concerning his authority, or relating to the public
. peace, which may be carried on by other exiles, fhall
be immediately fet at lberty. He ended his dil-

courle
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courfe by afluring me that his life and his utmoft
exertions were entirely at my fervice ; that he would
avail himlfelf of the firlt occafion to declare me chief
of the fociety, and that, in a word, my principles
and views fhould in future be the rule by which he
would direct his own. We, therefore, referred the
more ample confideration of our interefls till another
occafion, when we propofed to determine the man-
ner of executing an attempt, either to fet ourfelves
at liberty, or facrifice our lives in the purfuit.

Such was the iflue of the firft day of my arrival,
after which we retired to reft. I made many re-
fleCtions on all that happened during the courfe of
the day, and determined on the means of preferving
the fecret of whatever we might in future deliberate
or conclude upon amongft ourfelves.

I perceive that I cannot in future relate the con-
tinuation of my memoirs in the form of an hif-
tory, and fhall therefore proceed in the form of a
journal.

On the gth, I arofe and examined the whole ca-
bin, which appeared?tg,be very well furnithed ; but
what furprized me the moft agreeably was, an alcove
of the fame kind as that in which I {lept, which was
filled with French, Ruffian, Englith, German, and
Latin books, placed in order. I found Anfon’s!
Voyage lying on a table, and began to read it with
pleafure, but had fcarcely finithed the firft page be-
fore Mr. Cruftiew entered and embraced me.  Our
firft converfation turned on this famous voyager,
and my friend informed me that for fix years paft |
he had deliberated in his own mind on the means |
of quitting Kamchatka, and making his way to the /
Marian iflands. The account of the ifland of Ti-
nian, as defcribed in that publication, had ftruck
the imagination of Mr. Cruftiew {o forcibly, that
the ifland, in his opinion, was nothing lefs than pa-
radife. From this turn of mind, I determined to

G 2 acquaint
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ncquamt him with the refolution of myfelf and my

; companions, at the fame time propoﬁng that he
' thould join us. He joyfully accepted my propofi-
. tion, and kneeling before me, immediately took an
~ oath of fidelity and obedience. He aflured me like-
" wife, that by his 1ncorp0rat10n into our 1oc16ty, he
. thould reinforce it with twenty other companions ;
. but he requefted my ‘permiffion "to fpeak to them
. concerning it. I was delighted with an acquifition

of fuch confiderable value, but confined myfelf to
take his oath of conftant friendfhip, at the fame
time that I begged him not to at precipitately, but
to wait for the approbation of eur fociety ; the rules
of which I was endeavouring to eftablith for the
purpofe of fecuring our mutual prefervation and re-
gulating our conduct.

After thefe preliminaries I informed my com-
panions, and we eftablithed a committee of the fol-
lowing members:

Myfelf, chief,

Panow,

Baturin,

Stephanow,
Solmanow,
Wynbladth,

Cruftiew,

Wafili, my old fervant,

At the opening of our aflfembly I addrefled the
meeting as follows :

«« A var iety of events has forced us to this place,
“ where we find ourfelves opprefled under one com-
¢ mon misfortune. We are all aware of its cruel-
‘¢ ty and barbarity, and its duration “threatens us
¢“ with the moift dreadful cenfequences. The ex-
¢ cefls of our misfortune ought, therefore, to lead
““ us to feek our own fafety, by throwing off this
¢« abominable yoke of flavery, to which injuftice
“ and defpotifin hath condemmned us. The equality
¢ of

£
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of our unfortunate fituation renders our condi-
tions equal : there can be no queftion therefore -
of preference among us in confequence of the
titles we may have formerly poflefled, whether
by birth or acquifition. At this moment we are
equal by the very nature of our fituation ; and
from this point it is that I will proceed to pro-
pofe to you a conftitution relative to outfelves, in
order that we may, with perfett fafety, eftablifh
a plan of operation, the execution of which will
lead us to liberty.

¢« From our own experience in the world we
cannot but be convinced, that no fociety can!
exift without the choice of a perfon, to whom the |
fupremacy fhall be intrufted. The choice of fuch |
a perfon ought therefore to engage our firft at-
tention. He fhall be our creature, but at the fame
time that we give him our confidence, it will be
neceflary that we pay him the moft perfet fub-
mifion. In order to proceed without delay to
this nomination, I propofe the moft fimple me-
thod; namely, that every one fhall write the
name of the perfon on whom his choice fhall be
fixed, and the plurality of names fhall determine.
When a chief fhall be thus eleéted, let him {wear
to keep the following four articles :

¢ i, That he fhall employ his utmoft abilities
and every poflible means to forma plan, which
he fhall carry into effect at the peril and rifk of
his life: This plan fhall tend to fet us at liberty
as early as poflible.

< 5, That he fhall not give any diftinguithed pre-
ference to any perfon amongft us; but {hall in-
form the committee of every thing which he
may think of advantage relative to his ope-
rations. |

“ 4, That in cafe the chief {hall be defirous of re-

nounging his plan, or fhall remonitrate to that
¢ purpolg
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purpofe to the committee, or even fhall converfe
to that effe¢t with any individual feparately, he
fhall be punithed, ip/o facto, with death, and the
committee fhall have the right to execute this
fentence in whatever manner may to them appear
the moft expedient.

¢ 4. That after the chief fhall have ‘made his
oath he fhall receive a feparate oath from each of
the individuals who form the fociety, and that
the oath fhall in fubftance be as follows:

¢ 1. That each member of the fociety fhall em-
ploy his utmolt exertions and abilities, at the

¢ peril of his life, to co-operate in the execution of

the plan which fhall be adopted for the obtain-
ing of liberty.

¢ 2. That having acknowledged the authority of
his chief, he fhall obey him with the moft per-
fe€t fubmiflion ; and that as he finds himfelf, by in

jultice and defpotifm, difcarded from all civil and

political {ociety, he will, without any reftrittion,

* obey the orders of the chief ele&, acknowledging

him as his fovereign and malfter. :
¢ 2. That having rendered himfelf, by virtue of

* his oath, worthy of the confidence of the fociety

without any reltrition, each individual fhall en-
gage to keep the molt profound fecrecy con-
cerning every thing which fhall have been treat-
ed or determined from that day forwards; and
in cafe he fhall have betrayed this engagement,
he fhall acknowledge himfelf, ip/o facis, culpable,
and worthy to be punifhed with death, to which
he fhail fubmit from the moment of his apoftacy
from the prefent oath; fubmitting himfelf like-
wile by the prefent aét to be the inftrument of
execution of every fentence of death which fhall
be decreed in the committee againft any other of
the fociety, whomfoever he may be.” ’

| ; ¢ After
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« After taking this oath, letr the chief, with all
¢« members of the fociety, eftablith a fourtharticle,
¢ a5 follows:

¢ 4. That if, in cale of tyeachery, ~either the
¢ chief, or any other perfon of the fociety, {hall fall
« into the hands of government, he fhall keep the
« moft profound fecrecy refpecting their union; and
« the aflociation thall ufe the means, at the rifk and
« veril of their lives, to take that perfon out of the
% ﬁands of government, either by refcuing him by
« open force, or by providing him with poifonor

"« arms to deliver himfelf from oppreffion.”

This fpeech was received with veneration, and I
was convinced, from the countenance of my audi-
tors, that they approved my propofitions. In con-
{fequence thereof every one took paper, and wrote a
name according to his choice. Upon opening the
papers, feven bore my name, and my paper that of
Cruftiew, which determined them to nominate Mr.
Cruftiew my fecond. We then proceeded to take
our oaths, and I received thofe of the other members

of the fociety. \

Such was the conclufion of my fecond day at \
Kamchatka. After-having fixed the meeting of |
the committee for the ioth of the month, Mr.
Cruftiew declared that he had feveral friends to
propofe as members of our fociety, to which T ac-
ceded, and fixed the time of their reception on
the 1oth.

On the 6th we met, in order to proceed ina
body to pay our compliments to the governor,
He received us, and after having been informed
that T fpoke feveral languages, he appointed me
mafter of languages to his fon and his three daughs
ters, in confideration of which he difpenfed me from
all public work, and ordered the fame fubfiftence
to be allowed me as to the foldiers of the garrifon;
After haying acquainted me with this determina.

fion,
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tion, he called his children, and exhorted them to
be diligent, and learn whatever I might ‘teach
them.

After this ceremony we waited upon the chan.
cellor, who admitted us in the fame manner. We
found him playing at chefs with Koloflow, hett-
man of the Coflacks. He ordered us to wait till
the game was finifhed. I approached the table and
examined the flate of the game. My particular
attention furprized the chancellor, who enquired if
I underftood chefs; 1 anfwered in the affirmative.
Soon after finding his' own game defperate, and,
in his opinion, loft, he told me he would give me
fifty roubles if I could winit. The hettman pro-
tefted that he would not play with an exile, as it
was contrary to the laws, but the chancellor main-
tained that he might legally do it, as the laws pro-
hibited only the communication with exiles; and
at laft the hettman, rather piqued at the chancellor’s
intimation that he was fearful of lofing the party,
confented that I fhould play the game out. He
had the advantage of a caltle, a knight, and two
pawns. At the third move I uncovered my caftle,
which ftood behind a bithop and oppofite to the
queen, at the fame time that I checked the king
with my bifhop. The lofs of the queen fecured
the game in my favour, fo that I foon gave the
check-mate.

At the end of the game I found that it had been
played for five hundred roubles on a fide, and I
immediately received the fifty roubles. The hett-
man being vexed, was defirous of having his re-
venge, and the chanccllor confented to find money
for my ftake. He difmiffed my companions, after
prefenting them with two bottlés of brandy, and de-
tained me to play at chefs. I won three fucceflive
games, which put two thoufand roubles into the
"hancellors pocket of which, my part amounted
to
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to one hundred and fifty roubles. At dinner time
I retired, and foon after, with great furprize, per-
ceived ‘the hettman clofe behind me. He called
after me very civilly, and informed me that he had
a project in his head, in which, if I would join, I
fhould find it much to my advantage; but for my
part 1 was apprehenfive that his lofs might make
him my enemy, and therefore propofedto reftore
the hundred and fifty roubles which had been pre-
fented to me ; at the fame time making the beft ex-
cufes I could for what had happened. But my fears
were foon diflipated when he difcovered his projett;
which was, that I thould play againft fome rich mer-
chants, who had won large fums of money of him,
and that if I had the good fortune to win he was cer-
tain of gaining an immenfe fum, of which the fifth
part thould be paid me on the fpot.

The fituation in which I found myfelf, and the
want of money to carry my enterprize -into execu-
tion, made me determine to accept his propofition,
and to aflure him of the fortune of his rivals in this
play. As{oonas I had given my confent, he forgot
my fituation as an exile, and prefled me to go to
dinner with him. 1 was received by his family
with great refpet; for he prefented me in the
charaéter of an illuftrious, though unfortunate gen-
tleman, to whom his family owed great obligations.
Atdinner we were furprized by feveral of the chief
people of the town, but my entertainer, who, by
his charge, was the third perfon in the government,
knew fo well how to manage the converfation, that
he perfettly eftablifhed that degree of confideration,
which he was defirous I fhould poflefs. At my de-
parture he caufed me to be fupplied with provifions,
namely, butter, falt meat, rice, and brandy f{ufficient,
at leaft, to entertain my company five days. '

When 1 arrived at home I aflembled my com-
panions, and related to them every thing that had
' happened.
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happened. At the fight of my provifions and the
hundred and fifty roubles, they thought they be.
held providence in perfon ; their hopes were ftill
more highly elevated, whenI informed them of the
plot in which I had engaged with the hettman,
againlt the merchants. Our evening thus paffed
with great chearfulnefs, and many were the caltles
we built in the air. As foon as the company was
gone, 1 employed myfelf in writing out copies in the
Latin, French, and German languages, for my
fcholars ; and afterwards, enlivened by hope, I re.
tired to reft, and enjoyed the moft refrefhing fleep.

CHAP



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY, 91

C -k Be VI

The Count enters upon his gffice as language-mafter——
The Governor prefents bim with a female flave, and
a fledge drawn by dogs—A propofal made to him
by fome of the chief gentlemen of the town to ¢f-
tablifb a fchool—A party at chefs.—An evening’s
entertainment.—Partiality of Mifs Aphanafia Ni-
low, the Geovernor's youngeft daughter, for the
Count.—Madame Nilow approves her attachment.

ON the #th, my late rifing obliged me to haften
to the governor’s, where I found the younger part
of the family affembled in the hall. I gave them
the copies, and caufed them to fpell the words.
The youngeft of three daughters, whofe name was
Aphanafia, who was fixteen years of age, propofed
many queftions concerning my thoughts in my pre-
{fent fituation. Her queftions convinced me that
her father had given them fome information con-
cerning my birth and misfortunes. I therefore gave
them an account of my adventures, at which my
fcholars appeared to be highly affected, but the
youngeft wept very much. She was a beautiful
girl, and her fenfibility created much emiotion in
my mind ;—but, alas, I was an exile.

The governor afterwards came in and attended
to my inftruGtions. He appeared exceedingly well
fatisfied with my method, and informed me that he
intended to prefent me with a Kamchatka female
flave, a fledge, and two dogs. 1 thanked him for this
favour, but obferved, that as an exilel could not
poflefs any property, and that T was refolved to en-
dure my fate with patience. He perfifted, however,
in his refolution, and obferved that the fenate would

not
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not be difpleafed at his kindnefs for me, after having
received an account of the eflential fervice I had
done the ftate, by preferving the veflel, with the
lives and fortunes of the fubjetts of the Emprefs.
The goodnefs of his difpofition affected me greatly,
and I thanked him with the utmoft fincerity; after
which I took my leave. But he detained me a
fhort time, and ordered a fledge to be harnefled,
which he put into my hands, with a conduéor,
whom he ordered to obey me.

When I arrived with this new equipage, my com.
panions cried out that miracles wererevived ; and
more efpecially, when I informed them of all that
the governor had faid, they verily believed them.
felves delivered from the yoke of flavery under my
protettion. But Mr. Panow furprized the affembly
by obferving, that they had no fuch reafon to rejoice,
for the governor’s benevolence would flacken my
zeal, and that afterwards, at the firlt change of a
governor, we fhould remain expofed to the barba-
rians. He was going on with his difcourfe, when
I judged it proper to interrupt him by" renewing
my oath, with every aflurance of my being devoted
to the good of the fociety.

- After dinner I received a vifit from the hett-
. man, who was accompanied by Meflrs. Cafarinow
¢ and Rofcurakow, two principal merchants. After
. the firft civilities they propofed to me to eftablifh a
* fchool for languages, arithmetic, and geography;
and to enable me to undertake this, they made an
offer of putting together an entire houfe, newly
built, at any place where I might choofe to eftablifh
a public fchool. T accepted their offers, on con-
dition that they fhould perfuade the governor to fend
his children to this fchool : becaufe, as I was obliged
to repair every day to the governor’s, I thould not
otherwife have it in my power to {uperintend the
public fchool. We concluded our arrangement
with the condition, that I fhould receive five roubles
PeE
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et month for each child; that they fhould pay
me befides half a rouble for wood and lights; and
laftly that they fhould contribute together to fur-
njfh my houfe with moveables and a ftock of pro-
vifions, together with a fervant to drefs my victuals.

The more I refleGted on the favourable change
of my fituation, the more my hope increafed that
I thould be able in fafety to execute the plan I
had formed for my deliverance. For the diftrefling
image of a wife whom I loved; and who in my
abfence, in all probability, had given birth to an
infant, prefented itfelf conftantly to my mind, and
ermitted me to receive no perfeét fatisfaction.
Abforbed in thefe refleGtions, I paid little attention
to -the converfation between my companions and
our guefts ; but the hettman roufed me out of my
reverie, by requefting me to come and dne with
him and play a few games at chefs. He informed
me, that he had propofed this party to Mr. Cafa-
rinow, then prefent, who would take no denial,
and that each game fhould be for three hundred
roubles, ‘of which he would ftake on my fide one
hundred and twenty, and the chancellor the'fame
fum, and that, if T won, the fixty roubles of each
game would belong to me; but that, in cafe I loft,
they would bear my lofs. Mr. Cafarinow con-
fented 'to the engagement, on condition that fifty
games fhould be played; and that he might be
permitted to make an aflociation, any one of whom
{hould be at liberty to play againft me, as in like man-
ner it fhould be permitted either for the chancellor or
the hettman to play in my ftead. The hettman repli-
ed, that he would not ftipulate but for himfelf: it
was therefore determined to wait on the chancelior,
to ' whom we accordingly went. This gentleman
performed his part very dexteroufly, by making
fome difficulties at firlt, though at laft he confented,
and the articles were written down and figned, with
the additional ftipulation, that ready money fhould

be paid down at the end of each game.
The
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The agreement was ratified by an evening’s en.
tertainment, at which fifty perfons were prefent;
and the governor himfelf, with his 