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PUBLISHERS PREFACE.

The recent success of the unique expedition of the New-York
“ Herald ” newspaper in search of Dr. Livingstone, the most dis-
tinguished of African missionaries, and modern travellers, has given
renewed interest to a continent which has been well described as
“the division of the world which is the most interesting, and about
which we know the least.”” To supply the popular demand for in-
formation in regard to Africa, the explorations of Dr. Livingstone,
the “ Herald ” expedition, and subjects most intimately connected
therewith, the following volume has been prepared. It will be seen
that Dr. Livingstone himself, and Mr. Stanley, the conductor of the
“Herald ” expedition, have been largely quoted in the compila-
tion of the work. No one has written of Africa more intelligently, .
graphically, or fully, than Dr. Livingstone, and none so recently
as Mr. Stanley. They are, of course, the principal authorities for
this volume, as they are the best that can be had, but the re-
searches of others have been used whenever necessary to add in-
terest to the subject, and to make this book as nearly a complete
account of all that is now known of Africa as possible. As such,
it 1s now given to the public in the confident belief that it will
supply a want generally felt, and which has often been expressed
by the journals of our own and other countries, and other recog-
nized representatives of public opinion.

No book of travels is more interesting than the great work of
Dr. Livingstone, and none, we think, which contains so much
information valuable to the reading world. There we have a nar-
rative i which are finely blended accounts of missionary labors,
scientific researches, explorations among strange people, wonderful
animals, a country to which attaches the deepest interest; and all
told in the most attractive manner. In Mr, Stanley’s dispatches,



PREFACE,

letters, and more formal narrations, we have among the best ex-
amples of the astonishing development and enterprise of the
modern press, as aided by the magnetic telegraph. Much that is
most excellent in what these men have said of Africa on the spot
will be found, and in their own language, in this volume. Thus
it may be seen how ancient and modern customs and habits, and
a continent of the old and the new world clasp hands across the
gulf of time and space, through the marvelous means of the
lightning and the press.

Whilst no pains and research have been spared in the prepara-
tion of the book, it has been entrusted to one familiar with the
subject and able to place before the public in the least practicable
space, all that is most valuable and interesting connected there-
with. It is confidently believed, therefore, that no book of so
much interesting matter, at so cheap a price as this has been
published. The greatest pains have been taken also in its me-
chanical execution. We feel justified, therefore, in commending
it to the public as a complete hand-book of information in regard
to one of the most interesting topics to which mankind are now
giving attention, and religion, literature, and science their best
labors and studies.

THE UNION PUBLISHING COMPANY.



EDITOR’S PREFACE.

¢

The following volume has been prepared with the view of setting forth in a

clear and comprehensive manner the most interesting and valuable results of
recent explorations in Africa, especially those of Dr. Livingstone: of setting

them forth in such way as may serve to give the general reader a correct knowl-
edge of the remarkable peoples and countries first made known by the greatest
of modern explorers. The general plan of the book, it will be seen, is bio-
graphical, Dr. Livingstone being the principal character of the volume, as he is
certainly the most interesting of moderns connected with African exploration.
But with him are grouped others, celebrated in somewhat less degree, but whose
labors have been invaluable to the cause of both general and scientific
knowledge. Among these is Mr. Stanley, who had charge of the famous Special
Search Expedition of the New York *“ Herald,” which succeeded, on the very
scene of English failure, in discovering the discoverer, thereby reflecting the
highest renown upon American journalism. The account of this expedition, as
given by Dr. Livingstone and Mr. Stanley, is quite full, in connection with
which will be found a brief history of the rise and progress of modern journal-
ism, which, it is hoped, will not be found inappropriate. Special emphasis is
given to Dr. Livingstone’s letter to James Gordon Bennett, Esq., Jr., upon the
subject of the Slave Trade of East Africa, and British culpability therein.

Should the volume prove to be of value in giving the reading public a general
knowledge of the African continent; of arousing an interest among the com-
mercial and religious people of America in behalf of extending commerce and
Christian civilization to the continent of contrasts ; and also of exciting a feeling
of just indignation that England still permits her subjects to carry on the slave
trade and thus succeed in bringing her to a performance of duty in this great
matter of international interest and treaty stipulations, I shall be greatly

gratified.
L. D. INGERSOLL.,

CHicAGo, November, 1872.
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)_D,XPLOP\ATIONS IN ]OXFRICA,

BY

LIVINGSTONE, STANLEY,

AND OTHERS.

CHAPTER E

INTRODUCTORY.

A Byjef Account of Africa—Its Ancient Civilization—Little Information extant
in Relation to Large Portions of the Continent—The Great field of Scientific
Explorations and Missionary Labor—Account of a Number of Exploring
Expeditions, Including those of Mungo Park, Denham and Clapperton, and
others—Their Practical Results—Desire of Further Information Increased—
Recent Explorations, Notably those of Dr. Livingstone and Mr. Stanley, Rep-
resenting the New York * Herald ” Newspaper.

A work of standard authority among scholars says
that “ Africa is the division of the world which is the
most interesting, and about which we know the least.”
Its very name is a mystery; no one can more than
approximately calculate its vast extent: even those
who have studied the problem the most carefully
widely disagree among themselves as to the number
of its population, some placing it as low as 60,000,000,
others, much in excess of 100,000,000 souls ; its su-

3 (17)



18 EXPLORATIONS IN AFRICA.

perficial configuration in many portions is only guessed
at: the sources of its mightiest river are unknown
The heats, deserts, wild beasts, venomous reptiles
and savage tribes of this great continent have raised
the only barrier against the spirit of discovery and
progress, elsewhere irrepressible, of the age, and no
small proportion of ‘Africa is to-day as much a Zerra
incognita as when the father of history wrote. Many
of its inhabitants are among the most barbarous and
depraved of all the people of the world, but in ancient
times some of its races were the leaders of all men
in civilization and were unquestionably possessed of
mechanical arts and processes which have long been
lost in the lapse of ages. They had vast cities, great
and elaborate works of art, and were the most suc-
cessful of agriculturists. Noted for their skill in the
management of the practical affairs of life, they also
paid profound attention to the most abstruse questions
of religion; and it was a people of Africa, the Egypt-
ians, who first announced belief in the resurrection of
the body and the immortality of the soul. Large
numbers of mummies, still existing, ages older than
the Christian era, attest the earnestness of the ancient
faith in dogmas which form an essential part of the
creed of nearly every Christian sect. The most
magnificent of women in the arts of coquetry and
voluptuous love belonged to this continent of which
so much still sits in darkness. The art of war was
here cultivated to the greatest perfection ; and it was
before the army of an African general that the Ro-
man legions went down at Canne, and by whom the
Empire came near being completely ruined. Indeed,
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it may with much show of argument be claimed that
the continent over so much of which ignorance and
superstition and beasts of prey now hold thorough
sway, was originally the cradle of art, and civilization,
and human progress.

But if the northern portion of the continent of
Africa was in the remote past the abode of learning
and of the useful arts, it is certain that during recent
periods, other portions of the continent, separated
from this by a vast expanse of desert waste, have
supplied the world with the most lamentable examples
of human misery and the most hideous instances of
crime. Nor did cupidity and rapacity confine them-
selves in the long years of African spoliation to or-
dinary robbers and buccaneers. “Christian nations
took part in the horrid work; and we have the au-
thority of accredited history for the statement that
Elizabeth of England was a smuggler and a slave-
trader. “Thus Africa presentsthe interesting anomaly
of having been the home of ancient civilization, and
the prey of the modern rapacity and plunder of all
nations. It is natural, therefore, that in regard to the
plundered portions of this devoted continent, the
world at large should know but little. It is also nat-
~ural that with the advancement of the cause of scien-
tific knowledge, humanity, genuine Christianity, and
the rage for discovery, this vast territory should re-
ceive the attention of good and studious men and
moral nationalities. Accordingly we find that during
a comparatively recent period Africa has become a
great field of scientific explorations and missionary
labor, as well as of colonization.
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The first people to give special and continued at-
tention to discoveries in Africa, were the Portuguese
During the fifteenth century, noted for the great ad-
vance made in geographical discoveries, the kingdom
of Portugal was, perhaps, the greatest maritime power
of christendom. Her sovereigns greatly encouraged
and many of their most illustrious subjects practical-
ly engaged in voyages of discovery. They were pre-
eminently successful both in the eastern and western
hemisphere, and one of the results of their daring
enterprise is the remarkable fact that Portuguese col-
onies are much more powerful and wealthy to-day
than the parent kingdom.

« The Child is father of the Man.”

The Portuguese sent many exploring expeditions
along the coast of Africa, and in the course of a cen-
tury they had circumnavigated the continent and
planted colonies all along the shores of the Atlantic
and the Indian oceans. Bartholmew Dias having
discovered the Cape of Good Hope, the reigning
sovereign of Portugal determined to prosecute the
explorations still further, with the object of discover-
ing a passage to India. *This discovery was made by
the intrepid and illustrious mariner, Vasco de Gama,
November 20, 1497, a little more than five years after
the discovery of America. He pursued his voyage
along the eastern coast of Africa, discovering Natal,
Mozambique, a number of islands, and finding people
in a high stage of commercial advancement, with
well-built cities, ports, mosques for the worship of
Allah according to the Mohammedan faith, and car-
rying ona considerable trade with India and the Spice
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[slands. Of this trade, Portugal longretained supre-
macy. Other European powers also meantime es-
tablished colonies at different places on the African
coast, so that in the sixteenth century a considerable
portion of the outer shell, so to say, had been examined.
The vast interior, however, long remained unexplor-
ed, and much of it remains an utterly unknown pri-
meval wilderness to this day. The settlements and
colonies of the Portuguese, French, Dutch,and English
were for commercial purposes only, and added very
little to the general stock of information.

It was not until a year after the adoption of the
Constitution of the United States that any organized
effort in behalf of discoveries in Africa was made
In the city of London a Society for the Exploration
of Interior Africa was formed in 1788, but it was not
until seven years afterwards, that the celebrated
Mungo Park undertook his first expedition. Thus it
was more than three hundred years from the discovery
of the Cape of Good Hope before even a ray of light
began to penetrate the darkness of benighted Africa.
Meantime, great empires had been overthrown and
others established in their place and beneficent gov-
ernments founded on both continents of the western
world.

The life and adventures of Mungo Park form a
story of exceeding interest, between which and the
life and adventures of Dr. Livingstone there are not
a few points of remarkable coincidence. Park was a
native of Scotland, and one of many children. He
was educated also in the medical profession. More-
over, while he was making his first tour of discovery
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in Africa, having long been absent from home, reports
of his death reached England and were universally
credited. His arrival at Falmouth in December
1797, caused a most agreeable surprise throughout
the kingdom. An account of his travels abounding
with thrilling incidents, including accounts of great
suffering from sickness and cruelty at the hands ot
Mohammedan Africans on the Niger, was extensive-
ly circulated. Many portions of this narrative were
in about all the American school books during the
first half of the nineteenth century, and the name of
Mungo Park became as familiar as household wordsin
the United States. In 1805, Park undertook another
tour of discovery, which he prosecuted for some time
with indomitable courage and against difficulties before
which an ordinary mind would have succumbed. He
navigated the Niger for a long distance, passing Jen-
nee, Timbuctoo, and Yaoori, but was soon after at-
tacked in a narrow channel, and, undertaking to escape
by swimming, was drowned. His few remaining white
companions perished with him.

The discoveries of this celebrated man were in that
part of Africa which lies between the equator and
the 20th degree of north latitude. They added much
to the knowledge of that portion of the country, and
keenly whetted the desire of further information.
Several journeys and voyages up rivers followed, but
without notable result till the English expedition
under Denham and Clapperton in 1822. This expe-
dition started with a caravan of merchants from
Tripoli on the Mediterranean, and after traversing
the great desert, reached Lake Tsad in interior Africa.



EXPLORATIONS IN AFRICA. 23

Denham explored the lake and its shores, while Lieut,
Clapperton pursued his journey westward as far as
Sakatu, which is not greatly distant from the Niger.
He retraced his steps, and having visited England,
began a second African tour, starting from near Cape
Coast Castle on the Gulf of Guinea. Traveling in
a northeastern direction, he struck the Niger at Boussa,
and going by way of Kano, a place of considerable
commercial importance, again arrived at Sakatu, where
he shortly afterwards died. He was the first man
who had traversed Africa from the Mediterranean sea
to the Gulf of Guinea. Richard Lander, a servant
of Lieut. Clapperton, afterwards discovered the course
of the Niger from Boussa to the gulf, finding it iden-
tical with the river Nun of the seacoast.

Other tours of discovery into Africa have been
made to which it is not necessary here to refer. The
practical result of all these expeditions, up to about
the middle of the ninetenth century, was a rough
outline of information in regard to the coast coun-
tries of Africa, the course of the Niger, the manners
and customs of the tribes of Southern Africa, and a
little more definite knowledge concerning Northern
and Central Africa, embracing herein the great des-
ert, Lake Tsad, the river Niger, and the people be-
tween the desert and the Gulf of Guinea. Perhaps
the most comprehensive statement ot the effect of
this information upon Christian peoples was that it
seemed to conclusively demonstrate an imperative
demand for missionary labors. Even the Mohamme-
dans of the Moorish Kingdom of Ludamar, set loose
a wild boar upon Mungo Park. They were aston-
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ished that the wild beast assailed the Moslems instead
of the Christian, and afterwards shut the two together
in a hut, while King and council debated whether the
white man should lose his right arm, his eyes, or his
life. During the debate, the traveler escaped. If
the Mohammedan Africans were found to be thus
cruel, it may well be inferred that those of poorer
faith were no less bloodthirsty. And thus. as one of
the results of the expeditions to which we have re-
ferred, a renewed zeal in proselytism and discovery
was developed.

Thus, the two most distinguished African travellers,
and who have published the most varied, extensive,
and valuable information in regard to that continent,
performed the labors of their first expeditions co-
temporaneously, the one starting from the north of
Africa, the other from the south. I can but refer to
the distinguished Dr. Heinreich Barth, and him who
is largely the subject of this volume, Dr. David Liv-
ingstone. The expeditions were not connected the
one with the other, but had this in common that both
were begun under the auspices of the British govern-
ment and people. A full narrative of Dr. Barth’s
travels and discoveries has been published, from which
satisfactory information in regard to much of north-
ern and central Africa may be obtained. The
narrative is highly interesting and at once of great
popular and scientific value. Hence the world has
learned the geography of a wide expanse of country
round about Lake Tsad in all directions; far toward
Abyssinia northeasterly, as far west by north as Tim-
buctoo, several hundred miles southeasterly, and as
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far toward the southwest, along the River Benue, as
the junction of the Faro.  Dr. Barth remained in
Africa six years, much of the time without a single
white associate, his companions in the expedition
having all died. Dr. Overweg, who was the first
European to navigate Lake Tsad, died in September,
1852. Mr. Richardson, the official chief of the ex-
pedition, had died in March of the previous year.
But unquestionably the most popular of African
explorers is Dr. Livingstone, an account of whose
first expedition—1849—52—has been read by a great
majority of intelligent persons speaking the English
language. Large and numerouseditions were speed-
ily demanded, and Africa again became an almost
universal topic of discourse. Indeed, intelligence of
Dr. Livingstone’s return after so many years of toil
and danger, was rapidly spread among the nations,
accompanied by brief reports of his explorations, and
these prepared the way for the reception of the
Doctor’s great work by vast numbers of people,
Every one was ready and anxious to carry the war of
his reading into Africa. And afterwards, when Dr.
Livingstone returned to Africa, and having prosescuted
his explorations for a considerable period reports
came of his death at the hands of crueland treach-
erous natives, interest in exact knowledge of his fate
became intense and appeared only to increase upon
the receipt of reports contradicting the first, and then
again of rumors which appeared to substantiate those
which had been first received. Inconsequence of the
conflicting statements which, on account of the uni-
versal interest in the subject, were published in the
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public press throughout the world, the whole Chris-
tian church, men of letters and science became fairly
agitated. The sensation was profound, and, based
upon admiration of a man of piety, sublime courage,
and the most touching self-denial in a great cause to
which he had devoted all his bodily and intellectual
powers, it was reasonable and philosophical.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the English
government should have fitted out an expedition in
search of Livingstone. Accordingly, the Livingstone
Search Expedition, as it is called, was organized early
in the winter of 1871-72,and under command of Lieut.
Dawson, embarked on its destination, on the gth of
February of the last year. The expedition reached
Zanzibar April 19, and the members were most kindly
received by the Sultan, Sayid Bergash, and greatly
assisted by his Grand Vizier, Sayid Suliman. A
company of six Nasik youths, originally slaves in a
part of Africa through which the Search Expedition
would pass, were being drilled for the purpose, and
were expected to be of great assistance.

But before intelligence of the Livingstone Search
Expedition at Zanzibar awaiting favorable weather,
had arrived, the world was startled by the news that
a private expedition, provided solely by the New
York “Herald” newspaper, and in charge of Mr.
Henry M. Stanley, had succeeded, after surmounting
incredible difficulties, in reaching Ujiji, where a meet-
ing of the most remarkable nature took place between
the great explorer and the representative of the en-
terprising journal of New York. Unique in its origin,
most remarkable in the accomplishment of its benefi-
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cent purpose, this Herald-Livingstone expedition has
received the considerate approval of mankind, and
Mr. Stanley has become with justice regarded as a
practical hero of a valuable kind. His accounts of
his travel, his dispatches to the “Herald” from time
to time, the more formal narratives furnished by him,
compose a story of the deepest interest and, when
properly considered, of the greatest value. It is to
preserve this story in permanent form—and wher-
ever possible in the language of Mr. Stanley himself
—connecting with it such portions of Dr. Living-
stone’s life and explorations, such accounts of discov-
eries and affairs in Africagenerally, and such mention
of the newspaper enterprise itself as may serve to
make a volume of interesting and useful information
upon a subject of confessedly universal intercst
among Christian people, that this work has been ¢ -
dertaken.




CHAPTER IL

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF LIVINGSTONE.

His Birth and Parentage—Hard Work and Hard Study—The Factory Boy Be.
comes a Physician—The Opium War in China Causes Him to Sail for
Africa.

David Livingstone, whose name has become so
distinguished on account of discoveries in southern
and central Africa, is a native of Scotland. In the
introductory chapter to his interesting “ Missionary
Travels and Researches in South Africa,” Dr. Liv-
ingstone makes passing mention of a few of his an-
cestors, showing that he came of good honest stock.
« Our great-grandfather,” he says, “fell at the battle
of Culloden, fighting for the old line of kings; and
our grandfather was a small farmer in Ulva, where
my father was born. It is one of that cluster of the
Hebrides thus alluded to by Walter Scott :

¢ And Ulva dark and Colonsay,
And all the group of Islands gay

That guard famed Staffa round !”

“ Qur grandfather was intimately acquainted with
all the traditionary legends which that great writer
has since made use of in the ‘ Tales of a Grandfath-
er ' and other works. Asa boy I remember listening
to him with delight, for his memory was stored with
a never-ending stock of stories, many of which were

wonderfully like those I have since heard while sit-
28
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ting by the African evening fires.” Finding the re-
sources of his farm unable to support a large family,
the grandfather transferred the scene of his story-tel-
ling and industry to Blantyre Works, a large cotton
manufactory on the Clyde not far from the City of
Glasgow. In these extensive works he and his sons
were honorably employed by the proprietors. It
would be difficult to speak of Dr. Livingstone’s father
and mother and of his early life in more appropriate
words than he has himself used. He says:

“ Our uncles all entered his majesty’s service dur-
ing the last French war, either as soldiers or sailors ;
but my father remained at home, and, though too
conscientious ever to become rich as a small tea-deal-
er, by his kindliness of manner and winning ways
he made the heart-strings of his children twine around
him as firmly as if he had possessed, and could have
bestowed upon them, every worldly advantage. He
reared his children in connection with the Kirk of
Scotland,—a religious establishment which has been
an incalculable blessing to that country ; but he after-
ward left it, and during the last twenty years of his
life held the office of deacon of an independent church
in Hamilton, and deserved my lasting gratitude and
homage for presenting me, from my infancy, with a
continuously coasistent pious example, such as that
the ideal of which is so beautifully and truthfully
portrayed in Burns's ¢ Cotter’s Saturday Night’ He
died in February, 1856, in peaceful hope of that
mercy which we all expect through the death of our
Lord and Saviour. I was at the time on my way
below the Zumbo, expecting no greater pleasure in
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this country than sitting by our cottage-fire and tell-
ing him my travels. I revere his memory.

“The earliest recollection of my mother recalls a
picture so often seen among the Scottish poor—that
of the anxious housewife striving to make both ends
meet. At the age of ten I was put into the factory
as a ‘ piecer, to aid by my earnings in lessening her
anxiety. With a part of my first week’s wages I
purchased Ruddiman’s ‘Rudiments of Latin, and
pursued the study of that language for many years
afterward, with unabated ardor, at an evening school,
which met between the hours of eight and ten. The
dictionary part of my labors was followed up till
twelve o’clock, or later, if my mother did not inter-
fere by jumping up and snatching the books out of
my hands. I had to be back in the factory by six in
the morning, and continue my work, with intervals
for breakfast and dinner, till eight o’clock at night. 1
read in this way many of the classical authors, and
knew Virgil and Horace better at sixteen than I do
now. Our schoolmaster—happily still alive—was
supported in part by the company ; he was attentive
and kind, and so moderate in his charges that all who
wished for education might have obtained it. Many
availed themselves of the privilege ; and some of my
schoolfellows now rank in position far above what
they appeared ever likely to come to when in the
village school. If such a system were established in
England, it would prove a never-ending blessing to
the poor.”

In this happily-described scene of his boyhood,
David Livingstone had been born in 1815. He be-
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gan this occupation of a “ piecer ” in the cotton works
at the age of ten years. It will be seen from the
foregoing quotations that, what with “ piecing,” read-
ing, and studying, the ambitious lad did not leave
many hours to sleep. He says he read everything
that he could lay his hands on except novels, scientific
works and books of travels being, however, his special
delight. - It appears that his father was of opinion
that works of science were inimical to religion, and
insisted upon David’s reading those works which were
supposed to be the most conducive to his religious
education. Upon this point the son at length rose
in open rebellion, and tells us that the last applica-
tion of the rod to him—from which we may infer
that the parental government did not always take the
form of moral suasion—was upon his refusal, point-
blank, to read Wilberforce’s “ Practical Christianity.”
This dislike to what Dr. Livingstone calls “ dry doc-
trinal reading ” continued for several years, when he
discovered a number of religious works which were in
themselves interesting, and agreed with himin the idea
that religion and science were not hostile to each other.
Such being David Livingstone’s course of intel-
lectual culture during boyhood and youth, his manu-
al labor continued for many years without cessation,
and it is believed, without complaint. It cannot be
doubted that as boy and youth, he wasa good “hand”
in the factory. So we find him promoted from the
situation of a “piecer” to that of a “spinner,” the
latter being a position at once less laborious, though
requiring more skill, and better paid. His moral ed-
ucation meantime proceeded apace. This it will be
best to relate in his own language :
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“ Great pains had been taken by my parents to in-
stil the doctrines of Christianity into my mind, and I
had no difficulty in understanding the theory of our
free salvation by the atonement of our Saviour ; but
it was only about this time that I really began to feel
the necessity and value of a personal application of
the provisions of that atonement to my own case.
The change was like what may be supposed would
take place were it possible to cure a case of color-
blindness. The perfect freeness with which the par-
don of all our guilt is offered in God’s book drew
forth feelings of affectionate love to Him who bought
us with his blood, and a sense of deep obligation
to Him for his mercy has influenced, in some small
measure, my conduct ever since. But I shall not
again refer to the inner spiritual life which I believe
-then began, nor do I intend to specify with any
prominence the evangelistic labors to which the
love of Christ has since impelled me. This book
will speak, not so much of what has been done, as of
what still remains to be performed before the gospel
can be said to be preached to all nations. In the
glow of love which Christianity inspires, I soon re-
solved to devote my life to the alleviation of human
misery, Turning this idea over in my mind, I felt
that to be a pioneer of Christianity in China might
lead to the material benefit of some portions of that
immense empire, and therefore set myself to obtain
a medical education, in order to be qualified for that
enterprise.”

Young Livingstone pursued his medical education
in a manner similar to that which had characterized
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his studies theretofore. He continued to work hard
as well as to study hard, and though of slender phys-
ical proportions, he certainly had a vigorous consti-
tution, sustained by great force of will. He found
time to make many excursions into the country round
about his home, whereby his practical knowledge of
botany and also of geology, to which he gave much
attention, was greatly extended. It must be agreed
that Livingstone’s course of education, general and
professional, was much out of the ordinary track.
He appears to have been by nature broad-minded:
catholic, or as it is often expressed, liberal in view. It
was, perhaps, impossible for him to have become, at
any rate in the age in which he was fortunately born,
a sectarian in religion or a dogmatist in anything.
He might, however, have become more inclined to
sectarianism had his course of education been
marked out by others instead of almost wholly by
himself. His success in classical, general, and profes-
sional knowledge, is one of many illustrations of the
gratifying truth that a boyhood and youth of hard
manual labor may be so employed as to bring about
the most admirable intellectual culture and men of
prodigious influence in directing the progress of the
world. It appears that Dr. Livingstone himself, after
his name had become known throughout the world,
was still firmly convinced that his early life of labor
had been beneficial to him. In an interesting bit of
autobiography he remarks:

~ “My reading while at work was carried on by plac-
ing the book on a portion of the spinning-jenny, so

that I g:ould catch sentence after sentence as I passed
3
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at my work; I thus kept up a pretty constant study
undisturbed by the roar of the machinery. To this
part of my education I owe my present power of
completely abstracting the mind from surrounding
noises, so as to read and write with perfect comfort
amid the play of children or near the dancing and
songs of savages. The toil of cotton-spinning, to
which I was promoted in my nineteenth year, was
excessively severe on a slim, loose-jointed lad, but it
was well paid for; and it enabled me to support my-
self while attending medical and Greek classes in
Glasgow in winter, as also the divinity lectures of
Dr. Wardlaw by working with my hands in summer,
I never received a farthing of aid from any one, and
should have accomplished my project of going to
China as a medical missionary, in the course of time,
by my own efforts, had not some friends advised my
joining the London Missionary Society, on account
of its perfectly unsectarian character. It‘sendsneither
Episcopacy, nor Presbyterianism, nor Independency,
but the gospel of Christ, to the heathen’ This ex-
actly agreed with my ideas of what a missionary so-
ciety ought to do; but it was not without a pang
that I offered myself, for it was not quite agreeable
to one accustomed to work his own way to become
in a measure dependent on others ; and I would not
have been much put about though my offer had been
rejected.

“ Looking back now on that life of toil, I cannot
but feel thankful that it formed such a material part
of my early education; 'and, were it possible, I
should like to begin life over againin the same
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lowly style, and to pass through the same hardy
training.” ,

Having finished his medical curriculum, Living-
stone presented himself for examination, having pre-
pared a thesis on a subject which required the use of
the stethoscope (an instrument for the examination
of the chest), on which account he had to go through
a course of questions and experiments longer and
more severe than usual. He passed the ordeal with
entire success, however, and expresses great delight
at becoming a member of a profession “ which is
preéminently devoted to practical benevolence, and
which with unwearied energy pursues from age to age
its endeavours to lessen human woe.”

It had been Dr. Livingstone’s purpose to go to
China as a Missionary. He hoped to gain access to
that empire whose vastness appears to have fascinat-
ed his imagination, by means of the healing art.
England being engaged at this time, however, in
the “ opium war” with China, it was impracticable for
him to make his way among the Celestials. Where-
fore he remained in England and pursued cer-
tain theological studies, proficiency in which he
thought would greatly aid him as a missionary.
Meantime, he became deeply interested in Africa,
through the labors of Dr. Moffat, who had long been
a missionary at Kuruman, and who at this time was
engaged in translating the Bible into the language of
the Bechuanas. Accordingly, Dr. Livingstone, in
1840, sailed for that wonderful country which has be-
come more and more interesting ever since, largely
on account of his own explorations and labors, and
the almost marvelous events which directly and indi-
rectly have orown out of his career in Africa.
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MISSIONARY LIFE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA.

Dr. Livingstone’s Departure from Cape Town and Journey to the Missionary
Station, Kuruman—Prdceeds to Shokuane, the Chief Village of Sechele, Chief
of the Bakwains—Sketch of the Chieftain’s Life and Character—Missionary
Life—Characteristics of the People—Graphic Sketch of a Combat with Lions
—Many Facts about the “ King of Beasts.”

After a voyage of three months, Dr. Livingstone
reached Cape Town, and soon afterwards proceeded
to the interior, starting inland from Algoa Bay whence
he had gone by a coastwise journey. At this time
Kuruman, in the territory of the Bechuanas was a
missionary station the farthest inland from Cape Town.
This place is about seven hundred miles in a nearly
northeastern direction, from Cape Town, and about
five hundred, due north, from Algoa Bay. The route of
travel from either place is, of course, farther. From
Algoa Bay Dr. Livingstone took his departure in the
aboriginal mode of travel, or, rather, the pioneer mode,
namely, wagons drawn by oxen. The journey was
tedious, but remaining at Kuruman only long enough
to recruit his oxen, Dr. Livingstone pushed on north-
ward, not halting for any length of time until he had
reached Shokuane, where he met Sechele, a noted
African chieftain, exercising great power among the
people who inhabit what is called the Bakuena or

Bakwain country. He was, indeed, sovereign of the
38
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tribe of Bakwains, and certainly one of the most in-
teresting Africans of whom modern explorers give us
any account.

Sechele was descended from what the Africans
would call an illustrious ancestry. His great grand-
father, Mochoasele,was a noted traveller and is said
to have been the first to tell the Bakwains of the ex-
istence of white men. The father of Sechele wasalso
named Mochoasele. One of his predominating char-
acteristics was covetousnesss, and he appears espe-
cially to have coveted the wives of other chieftains.
Because he had taken to himself many of the wives
of his under chiefs they rebelled against him and put
him to death. His children were spared and their ad-
herents called in the aid of the powerful Sebituane,
chief of the Makololo, far to the northward. - Sebitu-
ane, with a large force surrounded the principal town
of the Bakwains by night, and at the dawn of the fol-
lowing day, proclaimed that he had come to revenge
the death of Mochoasele. The proclamation was ac-
companied by a tremendous beating of shields and
African drums, whose rub-a-dub is rarely stilled in the
southern and central protions of the continent, and
the Bakwains fell into a panic. As they rushed from
the town pell-mell, like the crowd from a burning
theatre, many were taken and slain, the Makololo
being the most expert of all Africans in throwing the
javelin. The children of the murdered chief were or-
dered to be spared by Sebituane, and a Makololo
meeting Sechele, took him in safe custody by giving
him a blow over the head which rendered him insensi-
ble. The usurper being put to death, Sechele was
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placed in power. He immediately began to augment
his influence and render his chieftainship secure by
marrying the daughters of his under-chiefs, of whom
he forthwith took three to wife. This is one of the
usual modes adopted in Africa for perpetuating the
allegiance of a tribe. The government is patriarch-
al, each man being, by virtue of paternity, chief of
his own children. They build their huts around his,
and the greater the number of his children the more
his importance increases. “Hence,” says Dr. Liv-
ingstone, “children are esteemed one of the greatest
blessings, and are always treated kindly” In the
course of his narrative Dr. Livingstone relates a
number of incidents illustrating the universal affec-
tion of Africans for children.

The Chief Sechele had thus been placed at the
head of his tribe by the aid of Sebituane not long
before Dr. Livingstone reached the principal town
of the Bakwains. It was here that the great explor-
er held his first public religious exercises. Sechele
was present an attentive listener. But not disposed
to take things upon trust, he asked many questions,
and was particularly anxious to know why, if Dr.
Livingstone’s forefathers had been told of a future |
judgment his forefathers were left in ignorance and
to pass away into darkness, The chief was im-
pressed, however, with the arguments in favor of
Christianity and at once went to work learning to
read. He learned the alphabet in a day, and very
soon began to read in the Bible. The prophet Isaiah
was his favorite. “ He was a fine man, that Isai-
ah” Sechele used to say; “he knew how to speak.”
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Perceiving that Dr. Livingstone was anxious for the
Africans to believe in Christianity, Sechele said to
him one day, “ Do you imagine these people will
ever believe by your merely talking to them? I can
make them do nothing except by thrashing them;
and if you like I shall call our head men and with
our litupa (whips of rhinoceros’ hide) we will soon
make them all believe together.” Sechele, in fine,
became a convert, always advocated Christianity, but
was greatly troubled as to how to get rid of his su.
perfluous wives. This was a real difficulty; because
he could not put them aside without appearing to be
ungrateful to their parents who had so materially
aided him in his adversity. At length he did so,
however, and with great natural politeness gave each
one new toilets and other presents, including all his
own goods which they had kept for him, and returned
them to their parents with the message that he had
no fault to find with them but wished to follow the
will of God. He remained steadfast, and was ever a
valuable friend and aid to Dr. Livingstone. When
first known he was tall and slender, but active and
strong. His studies and in-door life made him cor-
pulent. About the time Dr. Livingstone was to be-
gin his second journey into the interior, and while at
the village of Kuruman awaiting repairs to his wagon,
Sechele’s town of Kolobeng was attacked by the
Boers, and sacked. The dlscomﬁted chief sent the
following account of the affair to the Rev. Mr. Mof-
fat, at Kuruman, the bearer of the letter being Se-
chele’s wife Masebele :

“Friend of my heart’s love, and of all the confi-
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dence of my heart, I am Sechele. I am undone by
the Boers, who attacked me, though I had no guilt
with them. Theydemanded that I should be in their
kingdom, and I refused. They demanded that I
should prevent the English and Griquas from pass-
ing (northward). I replied, ‘ These are my friends,
and I can prevent no one (of them). They came on
Saturday, and I besought them not to fight on Sun-
day, and they assented. They began on Monday
morning at twilight, and fired with all their might,
and burned the town with fire, and scattered us.
They killed sixty of my people, and captured women
and children, and men. And the mother of Baleril-
ing (a former wife of Sechele) they also tock prison-
er. They took all the cattle and all the goods of the
Bakwains ; and the house of Livingstone they plun-
dered, taking away all his goods. The number of
wagons they had was eighty-five, and a cannon; and
after they had stolen my own wagon and that of Ma-
cabe, then the number of their wagons (counting the
cannon as one) was eighty-eight. All the goods of
the hunters (certain English gentlemen hunting and
exploring in the north) were burned in the town:
and of the Boers were killed twenty-eight. Yes, my
beloved friend, now my wife goes to see the children,
and Kobus Hae will convey her to you.
“] am SECHELE,
“The son of Mochoasele.”

This disaster to Sechele caused a considerable de-
lay in Dr. Livingstone’s departure for the north upon
that remarkable expedition which has become so cel-
ebrated. At length, however, guides were procured,
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and the journey was begun, November 20, 1852.
That which we further learn of the intelligent Sech-
ele, whom misfortunes of the severest nature were
unable to dishearten, is thus related by Dr. Living-
stone:

« When we reached Motito, forty miles off, we met
Sechele on his way, as he said, ‘to the Queen of Eng-
land. Two of his own children, and their mother, a
former wife, were among the captives seized by the
Boers; and, being strongly imbued with the then
very prevalent notion of England’s justice and gen-
erosity, he thought that in consequence of the vio-
lated treaty he had a fair case to lay before her maj-
esty. He employed all his eloquence and powers of
persuasion to induce me to accompany him, but I ex-
cused myself on the ground that my arrangements
were already made for exploring the north. On ex-
plaining the difficulties of the way, and endeavoring
to dissuade him from the attempt, on account of the
knowledge I possessed of the governor’s policy, he
put the pointed question,  Will the queen not listen
to me, supposing I should reach her ? I replied, ‘I
believe she would listen, but the difficulty is to get
to her! ¢Well, I shall reach her, expressed his final
determination. Others explained the difficulties more
fully, but nothing could shake his resolution. When
he reached Bloemfontein he found the English army
just returning from a battle with the Basutos, in
which both parties claimed the victory, and both
were glad that a second engagement was not tried.
Our officers invited Sechele to dine with them, heard
his story, and collected a handsome sum of money to
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enable him to pursue his journey to England. The
commander refrained from noticing him, as a single
word in favor of the restoration of the children of
Sechele would have been a virtual confession of the
failure of his own policy at the very outset. Sechele
proceeded as far as the Cape ; but, his resources be-
ing there expended, he was obliged to return to his
own country, one thousand miles distant, without ac-
complishing the object of his journey.

“On his return he adopted a mode of punishment
which he had seen in the colony, namely, making
criminals work on the public roads. And he has
since, I am informed, made himself the missionary to
his own people. He istall, rather corpulent, and has
more of the negro feature than common, but has
large eyes. He is very dark, and his people swear
by ‘ Black Sechele” He has great intelligence, reads
well, and is a fluent speaker. Great numbers of the
tribes formerly living under the Boers have taken
refuge under his sway, and he is now greater in pow-
er than he was before the attack on Kolobeng.”

And here we bid farewell to “the Black Sechele”
trusting that his wise government, incipient states-
manship among the tribal Africans, may have full
development worthy of its interesting and auspicious
beginning.

The foregoing sketch of the life and character of
this singular man has been given because believed to
be interesting in itself and because one may hence
get a glimpse at any rate of the people among whom
Dr. Livingstone lived and labored for so many years.

" The calamity which befel Sechele did not occur, of
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course, until after the traveler had been long in Africa.
Meantime, he had acquired the language of the Bak-
wains, had married a daughter of the missionary, Mr.
Moffat, and had become the father of several child-
ren. After several journeys in exploration of the
country, Dr. Livingstone finally determined to se-
lect “the beautiful valley of Mabotsa” as the site of a
missionary station, and thither he removed in 1843.
His purchase of land for the purposes he had in view
was the first instance of a sale, with regular transfer
of title, which had occurred in that country. The
price paid for a large lot was five pounds sterling, and
it was stipulated that a similar piece of land should
be allotted to any other missionary at any other place
to which the tribe might remove.

It were needless to enter into the details of Dr.
Livingstone’s missionary life among the Bakwains.
His relations with the people, he tells us, were simply
relations between strangers. Hisinfluence depended
entirely upon persuasion. He disclaimed having
either authority or power, and it may be safely con-
cluded, from the beneficent result in the case of
Sechele and the improved stage of civilization and
prosperity to which he brought his tribe, that his
course of kindness and affection was also the course
of wisdom Not only this, but the influence of the
missionaries was good in bringing new motives into
play among these ignorant people. There were no
less than five instances, during Dr. Livingstone’s so-
Journ at Kolobeng, of the prevention of war through
influences which may be claimed as wholly Christian.
The people in general, he says, were slow in coming
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to a decision on religious subjects; but in questions
affecting their worldly affairs they were keenly alive
to their own interests. They might be called stupid
in matters which had not come within the sphere of
their own observation, but in other things, he pro-
ceeds to say, they showed more intelligence than is
to be met with in our own uneducated peasantry.
They are remarkably accurate in their knowledge of
cattle, sheep, and goats, knowing exactly the kind of
pasturage suited to each; and they select with great
judgment the variety of soil best suited to different
kinds of grain. They are also familiar with the hab-
its of wild animals, and in general are well up in the
maxims which embody their ideas of political wis-
dom. A little further on, Dr. Livingstone gives a
lively account of what may be called his private life:
“Our house at the river Kolobeng, which gave a
name to the settlement, was the third which I had
reared with my own hands. A native smith taught
me to weld iron ; and having improved from scraps
of information in that line from Mr. Moffat, and also
in carpentering and gardening, I was becoming handy
at almost any trade, besides doctoring and preaching;
and as my wife could make candles, soap, and clothes,
we came nearly up to what may be considered as in-
dispensible in the accomplishments of a missionary
family in central Africa, namely, the husband to be a
jack-of-all-trades without doors and the wife a maid-
of-all-work within.”

But it is not to be supposed that missionary life in
a courtry infested by large numbers of beasts of prey
would at all times pass smoothly on. Indeed, it was
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not long after Dr. Livingstone had taken up his abode
at Kolobeng, that he took part in a lion hunt, in
which he personally had an encounter with one of
the beasts, the result of which was a wound which
permanently disabled his left arm. His graphic ac-
count of this affair presents a vivid picture of one
phase of African life, and relates besides certain
habits and characteristics of the lion which will be
found interesting to all students of natural history.
Wherefore, the narative bearing upon the incident is
given in full:

“ Here an occurrence took place concerning which
I have frequently been questioned in England, and
which, but for the importunities of friends, I
meant to have kept in store to tell my children when
in my dotage. The Bakatla of the village Mabotsa
were much troubled by lions, which leaped into the
cattle-pens by night and destroyed their cows. They
even attacked the herds in open day. This was so
unusual an occurrence that the people believed that
they were bewitched— given, as they said, ‘into the
power of the lions- by a neighboring tribe] They
went once to attack the animals; but, being rather a
cowardly people compared to Bechuanas in general
on such occasions, they returned without killing any.

“It 1s well known that if one of a troop of lions
is killed, the others take the hint and leave that part
of the country.  So, the next time the herds were
attacked, I went with the people, in order to encour-
age them to rid themselves of the annoyance by des-
troying one of the marauders. We found the lions
on a small hill about a quarter of a mile in length
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and covered with trees. A circle of men was formed
round it, and they gradually closed up, ascending
pretty near to each other. Being down below on the
plain with a native schoolmaster, named Mebalwe, a
most excellent man, I saw one of the lions sitting on
a piece of rock within the now closed circle of men.
Mebalwe fired at him before I could, and the ball
struck the rock on which the animal wassitting. He
bit at the spot struck, as a dog does at a stick or
stone thrown at him, then, leaping away, broke
through the opening circle and escaped unhurt. The
men were afraid to attack him, perhaps on account of
their belief in witchcraft. When the circle was re-
formed, we saw two other lions in it; but we were
afraid to fire, lest we should strike the men, and they
allowed the beasts to burst through also. If the
Bakatla had acted according to the custom of the
country, they would have speared the lions in their
attempt to get out. - Seeing we could not get them
to kill one of the lions, we bent our footsteps toward
the village : in going round the end of the hill, how-
ever, I saw one of the beasts sitting on a piece of
rock as before, but this time he had a little bush in
front. Being about thirty yards off, I took good
aim at his body through the bush, and fired both
barrels into it. The men then called out, * He is shot!
he is shot!” Others cried, ‘ He has been shot by an-
other man too ; let us go to him!’ I did not see any
one else shoot at him, but I saw the lion’s tail erected
in anger behind the bush, and, turning to the people,
said, ‘Stop a little, till I load again’ When in the
act of ramming down the bullets, I heard a shout
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Starting, and looking half round, I saw the lion just
in the act of springing upon me. I was upon a little
height; he caught my shoulder as he sprang, and we
both came to the ground below together. Growling
horribly close to my ear, he shook me as a terrier
dog does a rat. The shock produced a stupor simi-
lar to that which seems to be felt by a mouse after
the first shake of the cat. It caused a sort of dream-
iness, in which there was no sense of pain nor feeling
of terror, though quite conscious of all that was hap-
pening. It was like what patients partially under the
influence of chloroform describe, who see all the op-
eration, but feel not the knife. This singular condi-
tion was not the result of any mental process. The
shake annihilated fear, and allowed no sense of hor-
ror in looking round at the beast. This peculiar state
is probably produced in all animals killed by the car-
nivora, and, if so, is a merciful provision by our be-
nevolent Creator for lessening the pain of death.
Turning round to relieve myself of the weight, as he
had one paw on the back of my head, I saw his eyes
directed to Mebalwe, who was trying to shoot him at
a distance of ten or fifteen yards. His gun, a flint.
one, missed fire in both barrels ; the lion immediately
left me, and, attacking Mebalwe, bit his thigh. An-
other man, whose life I had saved before, after he had
been tossed by a buffalo, attempted to spear the lion
while he was biting Mebalwe. He left Mebalwe and
caught this man by the shoulder, but at that moment
the bullets he had received took effect, and he fell
down dead. The whole was the work of a few mo-
ments, and must have been his paroxysms of dying
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rage. In order to take out the charm from him, the
Bakatla on the following day made a huge bonfire
over the carcass, which was declared to be that of the
largest lion they had ever seen. Besides crunching
the bone into splinters, he left eleven teeth-wounds
on the upper part of my arm.

“A wound from this animal’s tooth resembles a
gun-shot wound ; it is generally followed by a great
deal of sloughing and discharge, and pains are felt in
the part periodically ever afterward. I had on a tar-
tan jacket on the occasion, and I believe that it wiped
off all the virus from the teeth that pierced the flesh,
for my two companions in this affray have both suf-
fered from the peculiar pains, while I have escaped
with only the inconvenience of a false joint in my
limb. The man whose shoulder was wounded showed
me his wound actually burst forth afresh on the same
month of the following year. This curious point
deserves the attention of inquirers.”

It is very evident that Dr. Livingstone does not
hold the lion, famed as the king of beasts, in high
respect. He might almost appear to hold him in a
- certain contempt, notwithstanding the fact that he will
carry to his grave the inconvenient evidence of the
maned brute’s power. The traveler givesa full account
of these animals in the seventh chapter of his “ Re-
searches in South Africa” He says:

“When a lion becomes too old to catch game he
frequently takes to killing goats in the villages; a
woman or child happening to go out at night falls a
prey too; and as thisis his only source of subsistence
now, he continues it. From this circumstance has
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arisen the idea that the lion, when he has once tasted
human flesh, loves it better than any other. A man-
eater is invariably an old lion; and when he has
overcome his fear of man so far as to come to vil-
lages for goats, the people remark, ‘ His teeth are
worn, he will soon kill men” They at once acknowl-
edge the necessity of instant action, and turn out to
kill him. When living far away from population, or
when, as is the case in some parts, he entertains a
wholesome dread of the Bushmen and Bakalahari, as
soon as either disease or old age overtakes him he
begins to catch mice and other small rodents, and
even to eat grass; the natives, observing undigested
vegetable matter in his droppings, follow up his trail
in the certainty of finding him scarcely able to move
under some tree, and dispatch him without difficulty.
The grass may have been eaten as medicine, as is.
observed in dogs. .

“That the fear of man often remains excessively
strong in the carnivora is proved from well-authenti-
cated cases in which the lioness, in the vicinity of
towns where the large game had been unexpectedly
driven away by fire-arms, has been known to assuage
the paroxysms of hunger by devouring her own young,
It must be added that though the efluvium which is
left by the footsteps of man is in general sufficient to
induce lions to avoid a village, there are exceptions :
SO many came about our half-deserted houses at
Chonuane while we were in the act of removing to
K.olobeng, that the natives who remained with Mrs.
leir?gstone were terrified to stir out of doors in the
evening,

4
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«When a lion is met in the daytime, a circumstance
by no means unfrequent to travelers in these parts,
if preconceived notions do not lead them to expect
something very ‘noble’ or ‘majestic,’ they will see
merely an animal somewhat larger than the biggest
dog they ever saw, and partaking very strongly of
the canine features: the face is not much like the
usual drawings of a lion, the nose being prolonged
like a dog’s ; not exactly such as our painters make
it—though they might learn better at the Zoological
Gardens,—their ideas of majesty being usually shown
by making their lion’s faces like old women in night-
caps. When encountered in the daytime, the lion
stands a second or two, gazing, then turns slowly
round and walks as slowly away for a dozen paces,
looking over his shoulder, then begins to trot, and
when he thinks himself out of sight, bounds off like
a greyhound. By day there is not, as a rule, the
smallest danger of lions which are not molested at-
tacking man, nor even on a clear moonlight night,
except when they possess the breeding sforge (nat-
ural affection:) this makes them brave almost any
danger; and if a man happens to cross to the wind-
ward of them, both lion and lioness will rush at him,
in the manner of a bitch with whelps. This does not
often happen, as I only became aware of two or three
instances of it. In one case a man, passing where
the wind blew from him to the animals, was bitten
before he could climb a tree ; and occasionally a man
on horseback has been caught by the leg under the same
circumstances. So general, however, is the sense of
security on moonlight nights, that we seldom tied up
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our oxen, but let them lie loose by the wagons;
while on a dark, rainy night, if a lion is in the neigh-
borhood, he is almost sure to venture to kill an ox.
His approach is always stealthy, except when wound-
ed ; and any appearance of a trap is enough to cause
him to refrain from making the last spring. This
seems characteristic of the feline species; when a
goat is picketed in India for the purpose of enabling
the huntsmen to shoot a tiger by night, if on a plain,
he would whip off the animal so quickly by a stroke
of the paw that no one could take aim; to obviate
this, a small pit is dug, and the goat is picketed to a
stake in the bottom:; a small stone is tied in the ear
of the goat, which makes him cry the whole night.
When the tiger sees the appearance of a trap, he
walks round and round the pit, and allows the hun-
ter, who is lying in wait to have a fair shot.

“When a lion is very hungry, and lying in wait, the
sight of an animal may make him commence stalking
it. In one case a man, while steathily crawling to-
ward a rhinoceros, happened to glance behind him,
and found to his horror a lion stalking /kim,; he only
escaped by springing up a tree like a cat. At Lopepe
a lioness sprang on the after-quarter of Mr. Oswell’s
horse, and when we came up to him we found the
marks of the claws on the horse, and a scratch on
Mr. O’s hand. The horse, on feeling the lion on him,
sprang away, and the rider, caught by a wait-a-bit
thorn, was brought to the ground and rendered in-
sensible. His dogs saved him. Another English
gentleman (Captain Codrington) was surprised in
the same way, though not hunting the lion at the
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time, but turning round he shot him dead in the neck.
By accident a horse belonging to Codringtonran away,
but was stopped by the bridle catching a stump ; there
he remained a prisoner two days, and when found
the whole space around was marked by the footprints
of lions. They had evidently been afraid to attack
the haltered horse, from fear that it was a trap. Two
lions came up by night to within three yards of oxen
tied to a wagon, and a sheep tied to a tree, and stood
roaring, but afraid to make a spring. On another
occasion, one of our party was lying sound asleep and
unconscious of danger between two natives behind a
bush at Mashue : the fire was nearly out at their feet
in consequence of all being completely tired out by
the fatigues of the previous day: a lion came up to
within three yards of the fire, and there commenced
roaring instead of making a spring: the fact of their
riding-ox being tied to the bush was the only reason
the lion had for not following his instinct and making
a2 meal of flesh. He then stood on a knoll three
hundred yards distant, and roared all night, and con-
tinued his growling as the party moved off by day-
light next morning.

“« Nothing that I ever learned of the lion would
Jead me to attribute to it either the ferocious or noble
character ascribed to it elsewhere. It possesses none
of the nobility of the Newfoundland or St. Bernard
dogs. With respect to its great strength there can
be no doubt. The immense masses of muscle around
its jaws, shoulders and forearms proclaim tremendous
force. They would seem, however,to be inferior in pow-
er to those of the Indiantiger Most of those feats of
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strength that I have seen performed by lions, such as
the taking away of an ox, were not carrying, but
dragging or trailing the carcass along the ground:
they have sprung, on some occasions, on to the hind-
quarters of a horse, but no one has ever seen them
on the withers of a giraffe. They do not mount on
the hind-quarters of an eland even, but try to tear
him down with their claws. Messrs. Oswell and Var-
don once saw three lions endeavoring to drag down
a buffalo, and they were unable to do so for a time,
though he was then mortally wounded by a two-ounce
ball.*

“In general, the lion seizes the animal he is attack-
ing by the flank, near the hind-leg, or by the throat
below the jaw. Itis questionable whether he ever
attempts to seize an animal by the withers. The
flank is the most common point of attack, and that
is the part he begins to feast on first. The natives
and lions are very similar in their tastes in the selec-
tion of titbits: an eland may be seen disemboweled

* This singular encounter, in the words of an eye-witness, happened as fol-
lows :—

“ My South African Journal is now before me, and I have got hold of the ac-
count of the lion and buffalo affair ; here it is:—‘r5th September, 1846. Oswell
and I were riding, this afternoon, along the banks of the Limpopo, when a water-
buck started in front of us. I dismounted, and was following it through the jungle,
when three buffaloes got up, and after going a little distance, stood still, and the
nearest bull turned round and looked at me. A ball from the two-ouncer
crashed into his shoulder, and they all three made off. Oswell and I followed,
as soon as I had reloaded, and when we were in sight of the buffalo, and gain-
ing on him at every stride, three lions leaped on the unfortunate brute ; he bel-
lowed most lustily as he kept up a kind of running fight, but he was, of course,
soon overpowered and pulled down. We had a fine view of the struggle, and
saw the lions, on their hind-legs, tearing away with teeth and claws, in most
ferocious style. We crept up within thirty yards, and, kneeling down, blazed
away at the lions. My rifle was a single barrel, and I had no spare gun. One
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by a lion so completely that he scarcely seems cut up
at all. The bowels and fatty parts form a full meal
for even the largest lion. The jackal comes sniffing
about, and sometimes suffers for his temerity by a
stroke from the lion’s paw, laying him dead. When
gorged, the lion falls fast asleep, and is then easily
dispatched. Hunting a lion with dogs involves very
little danger compared with hunting the Indian tiger,
because the dogs bring him out of cover and make
him stand at bay, giving the hunter plenty of time
for a good deliberate shot.

“Where game is abundant, there you may expect
lions in proportionately large numbers. They are
never seen in herds, but six or eight, probably one
family, occasionally hunt together. One is in much
more danger of being run over when walking in the
streets of London than he is of being devoured by
lions in Africa, unless engaged in hunting the animal.
Indeed, nothing that I have seen or heard about lions
would constitute a barrier in the way of men of ordi-
nary courage and enterprise.

lion fell dead almost oz the buffalo; he had merely time to turn toward us,
seize a bush with his teeth, and drop dead with the stick in his jaws. The sec-
ond made off immediately ; and the third raised his head, coolly looked round
for a moment, then went on tearing and biting at the carcass as hard as ever.
We retired a short distance to load, then again advanced and fired. The lion
made off, but a ball that he received o#g/# to have stopped him, as it went clean
through his shoulder-blade. He was followed up and killed, after having charged
several times. Both lions were males. It is not often that one dags a brace of
lions and a bull-buffalo in about ten minutes. It was an exciting adventure,
and I shall never forget it.

« Such, my dear Livingstone, is the plain, unvarnished account. The buffalo
had, of course, gone close to where the lions were lying down for the day; and
they, seeing him lame and bleeding, thought the opportunity too good a one to
be lost. Ever yours, FRANK VARDON.”
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“The same feeling which has induced the modern
painter to caricature the lion, has led the sentimen-
talist to consider the lion’s roar the most terrific of
all earthly sounds. We hear of the ‘majestic roar
of the king of beasts” It is, indeed, well calculated
to inspire fear if you hear it in combination with the
tremendously loud thunder of that country, on a
night so pitchy dark that every flash of the intensely
vivid lightning leaves you with the impression of
stone-blindness, while the rain pours down so fast
that your fire goes out, leaving you without the pro-
tection of even a tree, or the chance of your gun
going off. But when you are in a comfortable house
or wagon, the case is very different, and you hear
the roar of the lion without any awe or alarm. The
silly ostrich makes a noise asloud; yet he never was
feared by man. To talk of the majestic roar of the
lion is mere majestic twaddle. On my mentioning
this fact some years ago, the assertion was doubted,
so I have been careful ever since to inquire the opin-
ions of Europeans, who have heard both, if they
could detect any difference between the roar of a
lion and that of an ostrich:; the invariable answer
was, that they could not, when the animal was at any
distance. The natives assert that they can detect
a variation between the commencement of the noise
of each. There is, it must be admitted, considerable
difference between the singing noise of a lion when
full, and his deep, gruff growl when hungry. In gen-
eral, the lion’s voice seems to come deeper from the
chest than that of the ostrich; but to this day, I can
distinguish between them with certainty only by
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knowing that the ostrich roars by day and the lion
by night.

« The African lion is of a tawny color, like that of
some mastiffs. The mane in the male is large, and
gives the idea of great power. In some lions, the
ends of the hair of the mane are black ; these go by
the name of black-maned lions, though, as a whole,
all look of the yellow tawny color, At the time of
the discovery of the lake, Messrs. Oswell and Wilson
shot two specimens of another variety. One was an
old lion, whose teeth were mere stumps, and his claws
worn quite blunt; the other was full grown, in the
prime of life, with white, perfect teeth: both were
entirely destitute of mane. The lions in the country
near the lake give tongue less than those farther
south. We scarcely ever heard them roar at all. |

“The lion has other checks on inordinate increase
besides man. He seldom attacks full-grown animals;
but frequently, when a buffalo-calf is caught by him,
the cow rushes to the rescue, and a toss from her
often kills him. One we found was killed thus; and
on the Leeambye another, which died near Sesheke,
had all the appearance of having received his death-
blow from a buffalo. It is questionable if a single
lion ever attacks a full-grown buffalo. The amount
of roaring heard at night, on occasions when a buffa-
lo is killed, seems to indicate there are always more
than one lion engaged in the onslaught.

“On the plain, south of Sebituane’s ford, a herd ot

buffaloes kept a number of lions from their young by
the males turning their heads to the enemy. The
young and the cows were in the rear. Onetoss from
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a bull would kill the strongest lion that ever breathed.
I have been informed that in one part of India even
the tame buffaloes feel their superiority to some wild
animals, for they have been seen to chase a tiger up
the hills, bellowing as if they enjoyed the sport.
Lions never go near any elephants except the calves,
which, when young, are sometimes torn by them;
every living thing retires before the lordly elephant,
yet a full-grown one would be an easier prey than
the rhinoceros; the lion rushes off at the mere sight
of this latter beast.”

Dr. Livingstone afterwards says, however, that he
saw lions above Libonta, which roared more and
louder than those of more Southern Africa; and he
makes special mention of seeing two which were as
large as donkeys.
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During all these years of missionary labor, first at
Shokuane, and, upon the abandonment of that vil-
lage, at Colobeng, Dr. Livingstone had made explor-
ations of the country round about, and had become
familiar with the language, manners, and customs of
those dark-colored people who were in most respects
so different from those among whom he had been
born, reared, and educated. It might appear that
the traveler, like the poet, is born, not made by edu-
cation. Vzator nascitur, non fit,is as amply demon-
strated by the examples of Columbus, Gama, Park,
Marco Polo, Sir John Franklin, Dr. Livingstone, and
very many others, as the original quotation is by
Homer, or its author, or Shakespeare, or Milton or
any of the rest of the grand old masters,

“ the bards sublime,
Whose distant footsteps echo
Through the corridors of Time.”

Dr. Livingstone’s genius for exploration was again
gratified on the 1st of June, 1849, when, in company

with two noted travelers, Messrs. Oswell and Mur-
62
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ray, who had joined him for the purpose, he set out
from Kolobeng in search of Lake Ngami. The ex-
istence of this lake, according to the reports of na-
tives, had long been known, but its exact locality had
not been ascertained, nor had it ever been seen by
the eye of any white man. The fact of the existence
of the lake was not better known than that to ap-
proach it must be a task of great difficulty and a
thousand perils.

The difficulties and perils of the journey chiefly
lay in the nature of the country lying between the
explored portions of South Africa and the lake. To
the northward of the country of the Bechuanasis a
vast sterile, dry,and most uninviting territory, known
as the Kalahari Desert. It is not destitute of vege-
tation or inhabitants. Indeed, the quantity of grass
growing on these trackless plains is said to be aston-
ishing even to those who are familiar with India, of
whom Mr. Oswell, accompanying Dr. Livingstone on
this journey, was one. There are also large patches
of bushes and even trees. Great herds of certain
kinds of antelopes, which require little or no water,
roam over the flat expanse. Itis inhabited by Bush-
men and Bakalahari, who subsist on game. The for-
mer are said to be the aborigines of the southern por-
tion of the continent, the latter the remnants of the
first emigration of Bechuanas. Both possess an in-
tense love of liberty, but in other respects are greatly
different the one tribe from the other. For whereas
the Bushmen are exceptions to Africans generally in
language, race, habits, and appearance, being the only
real nomads in the country, never cultivating the
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soil, nor rearing any domestic animals save wretched
dogs, and subsisting almost entirely upon game, the
Bakalahari retain the Bechuana love for agriculture
and domestic animals. They regularly hoe their
gardens, which produce melons and pumpkins, and
carefully rear small herds of goats, though Dr. Liv-
ingstone has seen them lift water for these animals
out of little wells with a bit of ostrich egg-shell or
by spoonfuls. They carry the skins of animals which
they kill to the tribes on the border of the desert,
and exchange them for their simple implements of
agriculture, spears, knives, tobacco,and dogs. Some
of these skins and furs are much valued.

The inhospitality of the Desert, its terror to trav-
elers, is in the want of water. There are several
beds of rivers in the vast plain, but they are perfectly
dry, and it is sometimes three and even four days'
journey between places where a supply of water for
animals can be had. The inhabitants of the country
are forced to use the greatest ingenuity and watch-
fulness that they may not succumb to thirst. At one
time on his journey through the Desert Dr. Living-
stone’s cattle were three days without water. At
length, upon reaching a pool, they dashed in until the
the water was deep enough to be nearly level with
their throats, where they stood drawing slowly in
the long, refreshing mouthfuls, until their formerly
collapsed sides distended as if they would burst. “So
much do they imbibe,” says the narrative, “ that a
sudden jerk, when they come out on the bank, makes
some of the water run out again from their mouths.”
It will readily be supposed that a ‘ourney through
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this dry desert, with the sun broiling hot by day, was
accompanied by much suffering on the part of the
explorers, their servants, horses, and cattle.

On the 4th of July, the party reached the Zouga
river at a point opposite a village inhabited by ne-
groes who seemed to be closely allied to the Hotten-
tots. Informed that the river came out of Lake
Ngami, the travelers were greatly rejoiced, and pro-
ceeded on their journey near the river’s bank with
high courage and hearty enthusiasm. Having trav-
eled thus nearly one hundred miles, all the oxen and
wagons of the expedition, except Mr. Oswell’s, were
left at the village of Ngabisane, and the party pushed
on for the lake. Twelve days afterwards they came
to the north east end of Lake Ngami, and on August
1st the whole party “ went down to the broad part,
and for the first time, this fine-looking sheet of water
was beheld by Europeans.” The lake is thus de-
scribed by Dr. Livingstone:

“The direction of the lake seemed to be N. N. E.
and S. S. W. by compass. The southern portion is
said to bend round to the west, and to receive the
Teoughe from the north at its northwest extremity.
We could detect no horizon where we stood looking
S. S. W, nor could we form any idea of the extent of
the lake, except from the reports of the inhabitants
of the district ; and as they professed to go round it
in three days, allowing twenty-five miles a day would
make it seventy-five, or less than seventy geograph-
ical miles in circumference. Other guesses have been
made since as to its circumference, ranging between
seventy and one hundred miles. It is shallow, for I
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subsequently saw a native punting his canoe over
seven or eight miles of the northeast end; it can
never, therefore, be of much value as a commercial
highway. In fact, during the months preceding the
annual supply of water from the north, the lake is so
shallow that it is with difficulty cattle can approach
the water through the boggy, reedy banks. These
are low on all sides, but on the west there is a space
devoid of trees, showing that the waters have retired
thence at no very ancient date. This is another of
the proofs of dessication met with so abundantly
throughout the whole country. A number of dead
trees lie on this space, some of them embedded in
mud, right in the water. We were informed by the
Bayeiye, who live on the lake, that when the annual
inundation begins, not only trees of great size, but
antelopes, as the springbuck and tsessebe (Acronotus
lunata), are swept down by its rushing waters; the
trees are gradually driven by the winds to the oppo-
site side, and become embedded in the mud.

“The water of the lake is perfectly fresh when full,
but brackish when low; and that coming down the
Tamunak’le we found to be so clear, cold and soft,
the higher we ascended, that the idea of melting
snow was suggested to our minds. We found this
reigon, with regard to that from which we had come,
to be clearly a hollow, the lowest point being Lake
Kumadau; the point of the ebullition of water, as
shown by one of Newman’s barometric thermometers,
was only between 2071/° and 206°, giving an eleva-
tion of not much more than two thousand feet above
the level of the sca. We had descended above two



EXPLORATIONS IN AFRICA. 67

thousand feet in coming to it from Kolobeng. Itis
the southern and lowest part of the great river sys-
tem beyond, in which large tracts of country are
inundated annually by tropical rains.”

The chief object of Dr. Livingstone in going to
Lake Ngami was to visit Sebituane, the great chief
of the Makololo, who was said to live some two hun-
dred miles beyond. Nothwithstanding great exer-
tions, however, and the most earnest appeals to
Lechulatebe, the young chief of a half-tribe of the
Bamangwato, called Batuana, who inhabit this part of
Africa, he was unable to procure guides, and was re-
luctantly compelled to return to Kolobeng.

On their return, Livingstone and party passed
down the Zouga river. He pronounces its banks
very beautiful, closely resembling those of the Clyde
above Glasgow. They are perpendicular on the side
to which the water swings, and sloping and grassy
on the other. The trees which adorn the banks are
magnificent. There are two enormous baobabs, or
mowanas, near the confluence of the lake and river,
the larger of which measures 76 feet in girth. The
palmyra also appears here and there. The mock-
uchong is quite plentiful. It bears an edible fruit of
indifferent quality,but the tree itself issaid to be very
beautiful. It is so large that the trunk is often used
for constructing canoes. The motsouri is a species
of plum, and in its dark evergreen foliage resembles
the orange-tree and the cypress in its form.

The sloping banks of the Zouga are selected by
the natives for pit-falls designed to entrap wild ani-
mals as they come to drink. These pits are from
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seven to eight feet deep, three or four feet wide at the
mouth, gradually decreasing until they are only about
a foot wide at the bottom. The mouth is an oblong
square, and the long diameter at the surface is about
equal to the depth. The decreasing width in the
earth is intended to make the animal wedge himself
more firmly in by his weight and struggles. The pit-
falls are usually in pairs, with a wall a foot thick be-
tween the two. Thus if the animal, feeling his four
legs descending, should undertake to leap forward, he
would only jump into the second pit with such force
as to insure his capture. They are covered with the
greatest care, and the earth removed so that no sus-
picion may be aroused in the instinct of the animals.
They are, in fact, so skilfully made that several of the
exploring party’s men fell into them while actually in
their search to prevent the cattle from falling in.
There are vast numbers of wild animals in this
region. Among them was discovered a new species
- of antelope, called leche or lechwi. It is a beautiful
water-antelope of a light brownish-yellow color, with
horns rising from the head with a slight bend back-
ward, then curving forward toward the points. It is
never found a mile from water, and is unknown ex-
cept in the central humid basin of Africa. Having
a good deal of curiosity, it presents a noble appear-
ance as it stands gazing, with head erect, at the ap-
proaching stranger. When beginning to escape, it
lowers its head, lays its horns down to a level with
its withers, and first starting on a waddling trot, soon
begins to gallop and spring, leaping bushes like the
pallahs. It invariably runs to the water and crosses
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it by a succession of bounds, each of which appears
to be from the bottom. The party soon tired of its
flesh. Countless numbers of other animals were seen,
and the river was fourd to be well stocked with fish
of different kinds, while alligators were plenty.

The number of elephants in this region was aston-
ishing even to Dr. Livingstone, who had often before
seen them in herds of incredible extent. They came
from the southern side of the river to drink in pro-
digious numbers. They are smaller than the ele-
phants farther south, being only eleven feet high,
whereas at the Limpopo they are twelve feetin height.
Still farther north Dr. Livingstone afterwards found
them to be only nine feet high. The difference of
three feet in height between animals of such immense
size would probably give to the larger beast a quan-
tity of flesh equal in weight to that of an ordinary
yoke of oxen. The elephants are very sagacious as
to the pit-falls of the country. Old elephants pre-
cede the troops, and whisk off the coverings with
their trunks all the way to the river's edge. Instances
have been known in which the old animals have actu-
ally lifted the young out of the trap. They come to
drink by night, and after slaking their thirst—in do-
ing which they throw large quantities of water over
themselves, screaming all the time with delight—they
evince their horror of pit-falls by setting oft in a
straight line to the desert, never diverging till they
are eight or ten miles distant.

The journey from the Zouga to Kolobeng was
performed without incident requiring particular men-
tion.

5
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In April, 1850, Dr. Livingstone made a second at-
tempt to visit Sebituane, chief of the Makololo. He
was accompanied by Mrs. Livingstone, the three
children, and Sechele, chief of the Bakwains. Tak-.
ing a route somewhat farther eastward than the one
pursued before, the party in due time though not
without great difficulties in traveling along the north-
ern bank of the Zouga, reached Lake Ngami. After
a great deal of diplomacy with Lechulatebe, of which
chief mention has already been made, Dr. Living-
stone made arrangements for guides to show him the
way, by journey on ox-back, to the country of Sebit-
uane. Just as he was ready to depart, however, his
wife and children all fell sick with the African fever,
and he was compelled to remain. For their benefit
he returned to the Desert, and actually again reached
Kolobeng before the sick ones had become well
enough to make the journey. During their conva-
Jescence at home, Dr. Livingstone made a trip to
Kuruman and return. Upon the return, on that
journey which was successful in bringing them to
Sebituane’s country, the whole family came near per-
ishing of thirst. From the village of Nchokotsa on
the Zouga, their present route was northward, so that
Lake Ngami was left far westward. There are here
many extensive “salt pans” one of which, called
Ntwetwe, is fifteen miles broad and one hundred long.
After passing this singular country, the route lay by
the river Mahabe, the Sonta, and the Chobe. When
Dr. Livingstone reached Sesheke, the capital town
so to speak, at the time, of the Makololo, he and his
companions had traversed deserts, forests, salt-pans,
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and swamps, through regions abounding in ferocious
wild animals, venomous reptiles, and poisonous in-
sects, and had traveled a distance of more than a
thousand miles. ’

Sebituane, however, hearing of the white men’s
coming—an event which he had long desired and
tried to bring about—magnanimously proceeded a
long distance to welcome his visitors. There is
scarcely a native chief of Africa, perhaps, who has
had a more remarkable career than that of Sebituane.
It will be most proper to give the account of his
meeting with the first and only white persons he ever
saw, and the graphic sketch of his life in the words
of Dr. Livingstone:

“The Makololo whom we met on the Chobe were
delighted to see us; and as their chief, Sebituane,
was about twenty miles down the river, Mr. Oswell
and I proceeded in canoes to his temporary residence.
He had come from the Barotse town of Naliele down
to Sesheke as soon as he heard of white men being
in search of him, and now came one hundred mlles
more to bid us welcome into his country. He was
upon an island with all his principal men around him,
and engaged in singing when we arrived. It was more
like church music than the sing-song e e e, = = = of
the Bechuans of the south, and they continued the
tune for some time after we approached. We in-
formed him of the difficulties we had encountered,
and how glad we were that they were all at an end
by at last reaching his presence. He signified his own
joy, and added, Your cattle are all bitten by the
tsetse, and will certainly die; but never mind, I have
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oxen, and will give you as many as you need. We,
in our ignorance, then thought that as so few tsetse
had bitten them, no great mischief would follow. He
then presented us with an ox and a jar of honey as
food, and handed us over to the care of Mahale, who
had headed the party to Kolobeng, and would now
fain appropriate to himself the whole credit of our
coming. Prepared skins of oxen, as soft as cloth,
were given to cover us through the night; and as
nothing could be returned to this chief, Mahale be-
came the owner of them. Long before it was day
Sebituane came, and, sitting down by the fire, which
was lighted for our benefit behind the hedge where
we lay, he narrated the difficulties he had himself ex-
perienced when a young man, in crossing that same
desert which we had mastered long afterwards. As
he has been most remarkable in his career and was
unquestionably the greatest man in all that country,
a short sketch of his life may prove ‘interesting to
the reader.

« Sebituane was about forty-five years of age; of a
tall wiry form, an olive or coffee-and-milk color, and
slightly bald; in manner cool and collected, and more
frank in his answers than any chief I ever met. He
was the greatest warrior ever heard of beyond the
colony ; for, unlike Mosilikatse, Dingaan, and others,
he had led his men into battle himself. When he
saw the enemy, he felt the edge of his battle-axe, and
said ‘ Aha! it is sharp, and whoever turns his back on
the enemy will feel its edge’ So fleet of foot was he,
all his people knew there was no escape for the cow-
ards, as any such would be cut down without mercy.
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In some instances of skulking he allowed the indi-
vidual to return home; then calling him, he would
say, ‘Ah! you prefer dying at home to dying in the
field, do you? You shall have your desire?’ This
was the signal for his immediate execution.

“He came {rom the country near the sources of
the Litwa and Namagari rivers, in the south, so we
met him eight hundred or nine hundred miles from
his birth-place. He was not the son of a chief, though
related closely to the reigning family of the Basutu;
and, when in an attack by Sikouyele, the tribe was
driven out of one part, Sebituane was one in that
immense horde of savages driven back by the Griquas
from Kuruman in 1824. He then fled northward
with an insignificant party of men and cattle. At
Melita the Bangwaketse collected the Bakwains,
Bakatla, and Bahurutse, to ‘eat them up. Placing
his men in front, and the women behind the cattle, he
routed the whole of his enemies at one blow. Hav-
ing thus conquered Makabe, the chief of the Bang-
waketse, he took immediate possession of his town
and all his goods.

“Sebituane subsequently settled at the place called
Litubaruba, where Sechele now dwells, and his people
suffered severely in one of those unrecorded attacks
by white men, in which murder is committed and
materials laid up in the conscience for a future judg-
ment.

“A great variety of fortune followed him in the
northern part of the Bechuana country ; twice he lost
all his cattle by the attacks of the Matabelle, but al-
ways kept his people together and retook more than
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he lost. He then crossed the Desert by nearly the
same path that we did. He had captured a guide,
and, as it was necessary to travel by night in order to
reach water, the guide took advantage of this and
gave him the slip. After marching till morning, and
going as they thought right, they found themselves
on the trail of the day before. Many of his cattle
burst away from him in the phrensy of thirst, and
rushed back to Serotli, then a large piece of water,
and to Mashue and Lopepe, the habitations of their
original owners. He stocked himself again among
the Batletli, on Lake Kamadau, whose herds were all
of the long horned species of cattle. Conquering all
around the lake, he heard of white men living at the
west coast: and, haunted by what seems to have
been the dream of his whole life, a desire to have in-
tercourse with the white man, he passed away to the
southwest into the parts opened up lately by Messrs.
Galton and Anderson. There suffering intensely
from thirst, he and his party came to a small well.
He decided that the men, not the cattle, should drink
it. the former being of most value, as they could fight
for more should these be lost, In the morning they
found the cattle had escaped to the Damaras.

« Returning to the north poorer than he started,
he ascended the Teoughe to the hill Sorila, and
crossed over a swampy country to the eastward.
Pursuing his course onward to the low-lying basin of
the Leeambye, he saw that it presented no attrac-
tions to a pastoral tribe like his, so he moved down
that river among the Bashubia and Batoka, who were
then living in all their glory. His narrative resem-
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bles closely the ‘Commentaries of Casar, and the
history of the British in India. He was always forced
to attack the different tribes, and to this day his men
justify every step he took as perfectly just and right.
The Batoka lived on large islands in the Leeambye
or Zambesi, and, feeling perfectly secure in their fast-
ness, often allured fugitive or wandering tribes on to
uninhabited islets on pretense of ferrying them across
and then left them to perish for the sake of their
goods. - Sekomi, the chief of the Bamangwatse, was,
when a child, in danger of meeting this fate; but a
man still living had compassion on him, and enabled
his mother to escape with him by night. The river
is so large that the sharpest eye cannot tell the dif-
ference between an island and a bend of the opposite
bank; but Sebituane, with his usual foresight, re-
quested the island chief who ferried him across to
take his seat in the canoe with him, and detained
him by his side till all his people and cattle were
safely landed. The whole Batoka country was then
densely populated, and they had a curious taste for
ornamenting their villages with the skulls of strang-
ers. When Sebituane appeared near the Great falls,
an immense army collected to make trophies of the
Makololo skulls; but instead of succeeding in this,
they gave him a good excuse for conquering them,
and capturing so many cattle that his people were
quite incapable of taking any note of the sheep and
goats. He overran all the high lands toward the
Kafue, and settled in what is called a pastoral coun-
try, of gentle undulating plains, covered with short
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grass and but little forest. The Makololo have never
lost their love for this fine, healthy region.

“But the Matebele, a Caffre or Zulu tribe, under
Mosilikatse, crossed the Zambesi, and, attacking Se-
bituane in this choice spot, captured his cattle and
women, Rallying his men, he followed and recap-
tured the whole. A fresh attack was also repulsed,
and Sebituane thought of going farther down the
Zambesi, to the country of the white men. He had
an idea, whence imbibed I never could learn, that if
he had a cannon he might live in peace. He had led
a life of war, yet no one apparently desired peace
more than he did.

“Sebituane had now not only conquered all the
black tribes over an immense tract of country but
had made himself dreaded even by the terrible Mo-
silikatse. He never could trust this ferocious chief,
however, and, as the Batoka on the islands had been
guilty of ferrying his enemies across the Zambesi, he
made a rapid descent upon them, and swept them all
out of their island fastnesses. He thus unwittingly
performed a good service to the country by com-
pletely breaking down the old system which pre-
vented trade from penetrating into the great central
valley. Of the chiefs who escaped, he said, ‘ They
loved Mosilikatse, let them live with him ; the Zam-
besi is my line of defense; and men were placed all
along it as sentinels. When he heard of our wish to
visit him, he did all he could to assist our approach.
Sechele, Sekomi, and Lechulatebe owed their lives
to his clemency; and the latter might have paid
dearly for his obstructiveness. Sebituane knew
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everything that had happened in the country, for he
had the art of gaining the affections both of his own
people and that of strangers. When a party of poor
men came to his town to sell their hoes or skins, no
matter how ungainly they might be, he soon knew
them all. A company of these indigent strangers,
sitting far apart from the Makelolo gentlemen around
the chief, would be surprised to see him come alone
to them, and sitting down, inquire if they were hun-
gry. He would order an attendant to bring meal,
milk, and honey, and, mixing them in their sight, in
order to remove any suspicion from their minds,
make them feast perhaps for the first time in their
lives, on a lordly dish. Delighted beyond measure
with his affability and liberality, they felt their hearts
warm toward him and gave him all the information
in their power; and as he never allowed a party of
strangers to go away without giving every one of

them, servants and all, a present, his praises were
sounded far and wide. ‘He has a heart! he is wise!

were the usual expressions we heard before we saw
him.

“ He was much pleased with the proof of confidence
we had shown in bringing our children, and promised
to take us to see his country, so that we might choose
a part in which to locate ourselves. Our plan was,
that I should remain in the pursuit of my objects as
a missionary, while Mr. Oswell explored the Zambesi
to the east. Poor Sebituane, however, just “after re-
alizing what he had so long ardently desired, fell sick
of inflammation of the lungs, which originated in and
extended from an old wound got at Melita. I saw



30 EXPLORATIONS IN AFRICA.

his danger, but, being a stranger, I feared to treat him
medically, lest, in the event of his death, I should be
blamed by his people. I mentioned this to one of
his doctors, who said, ‘ Your fear is prudent and wise :
this people would blame you’ He had been cured
of this complaint, during the year before, by the Ba-
rotse making a large number of free incisions in the
chest. The Makololo doctors, on the other hand, now
scarcely cut the skin. On the Sunday afternoon in
which he died, when our usual religious service was
over, | visited him with my little boy Robert. ‘Come
near, said Sebituane, ‘and see if I am any longer a
man. I am done’ He was thus sensible of the
dangerous nature of his disease; so I ventured to as-
sent, and added a single sentence regarding hope af-
ter death. ‘ Why do you speak of death? said one
of a relay of fresh doctors; ¢ Sebituane will never die.
If I had persisted, the impression would have been
produced that by speaking about it I wished him to
~ die. After sitting with him some time, and commend-
ing him to the mercy of God, I rose to depart, when
the dying chieftain, raising himself up a little from
his prone position, called a servant, and said, ‘ Take
Robert to Maunku, (one of his wives,) and tell her to
oive him some milk’ These were the last words of
Sebituane.

“ We were not informed of his death until the next
day. The burial of a Bechuana chief takes place in
his cattle-pen, and all the cattle are driven for an
hour or two around and over the grave, so that it may
be quite obliterated. We went and spoke to the
people, advising them to keep together and support
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the heir. They took this kindly ; and in turn told us
not to be alarmed, for they would not think of ascrib-
ing the death of their chief to us; that Sebituane had
just gone the way of his fathers; and, though the
father had gone, he had left children, and they hoped
that we would be as friendly to his children as we in-
tended to have been to himself.

“He was decidedly the best specimen of a native
chief I ever met. I never felt so much grieved by
the loss of a black man before ; and it was impossible
not to follow him in thought into the world of which
he had just heard before he was called away, and to
realize somewhat of the feelings of those who pray
for the dead. The deep, dark question of what i1s to
become of such as he must, however, be left where we
find it, believing that, assuredly, the ¢ Judge of all the
earth will do right.””

Upon the death of this remarkable man, the gov-
ernment of the Makololo devolved upon a daughter
named Ma-mochisane. The explorers now had to
look to her for permission to traverse the country as
they desired. She gave them perfect liberty to visit
any part of the country they chose. In the exercise
thereof, Mr. Oswell and Dr. Livingstone proceeded
one hundred and thirty miles to the northeast, to
Sesheke, and toward the end of June discovered the
Zambesi river in the centre of the continent, where it
had not been previously known to exist at all. It is
a magnificent stream, navigable from the bars inside
the delta to Victoria Falls, discovered by Dr. Living-
stone, a distance of 940 miles, and above them for
nearly 400 miles more. Victoria Falls are about forty
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miles from the mouth of the Chobe. Here the river,
about half a mile wide, rushes over a precipice 100
feet in height, and suddenly turning almost at a right
angle, flows for some thirty miles between two walls
of rock not more than twenty yards apart. Here the
river sometimes rises perpendicularly more than sixty
feet. The entire length of the river is, perhaps,about
1,500 miles.

The discovery of the Zambesi in central South
Africa, and the acquaintance formed with Sebituane,
and the consequent good will of the powerful and
numerous Makololo were the great events of this
expedition, making it one of the most important
which had yet been made by African explorers.

As these were the first white men who had ever
penetrated this country they were visited by great
numbers of natives. Among the visitors were sev-
eral who were clothed in stuff which had come from
the Portuguese on the western coast. Upon inquiry,
it was discovered that these goods had been pur-
chased from a tribe called Mambari, far distant, in ex-
change for boys. The tribe of Makololo had begun
the slave trade only in 1850, and then under the great
temptation of procuring muskets in exchange for
boys. These were always captives, and Dr. Living-
stone testifies that he never knew an instance in Af-
rica where a parent had sold his own offspring.

Unable at this time to procure a healthy location
for the site of a missionary station in the Makololo
country, Dr. Livingstone determined to send his fam-
ily to England, and himself to undertake a new ex-
oedition in this behalf. He accordingly returned with
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his family, reaching Cape Town in April, 1852, and
for the first time in eleven years visiting the scenes
of civilization. Having placed his family on board a
homeward-bound ship, he at once began preparations
for that journey across the continent in two directions,
which has immortalized his name and added immense-
ly to the world’s stock of knowledge.

One of the greatest scourges to explorers in South
Africa, often mentioned by Livingstone, makes an
additional illustration of the contradictory character
of that continent. Whilst it is summer pretty much
everywhere else, inhabited by people who are civil-
ized, it is winter there. The gradations of heat and
cold appear to go the wrong way. One would nat-
urally suppose that the immense troops of elephants
might overrun the country. They are harmless.
But a little insect, smaller than the honey bee, is so
great an enemy to man that it must be utterly de-
stroyed before the country can be cultivated by the
agriculturist, or inhabited by people for whom the
domestic animals are necessary. This is the Tsetse
Fly, whose bite is certain death to horses, cattle, and
other animals, though harmless to man and wild
beasts. Dr. Livingstone thus describes this fearful
PESE

«A few remarks on the Tsetse, or Glossina morsttans,
may here be appropriate. It is not much larger than
the common house-fly, and is nearly of the same
brown color as the common honey-bee; the after-part
of the body has three or four yellow bars across it;
the wings project beyond this part considerably, and
it is remarkably alert, avoiding most dexterously all
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attempts to catch it with the hand at common temper-
atures; in the cool of the mornings and evenings it
is less agile. Its peculiar buzz when once heard can
never be forgotten by the traveler whose means of
locomotion are domestic animals ; for it is well known
that the bite of this poisonous insect is certain death
to the ox, horse, and dog. In this journey, though
we were not aware of any great number having at
any time lighted on our cattle, we lost forty-three fine
oxen by its bite. We watched the animals carefully,
and believe that not a score of flies were ever upon
them.

“ A most remarkable feature in the bite of the tsetse
is its perfect harmlessness in man and wild animals,
and even calves, so long as they continue to suck the
cow. We never experienced the slightest injury from
them ourselves, personally, although we lived two
months in their 4abitat, which was in this case as
sharply defined as in many others, for the south bank
of the Chobe was infested by them, and the northern
bank, where our cattle were placed, only fifty yards
distant, contained not a single specimen. This was
the more remarkable as we often saw natives carry-
ing over raw meat to the opposite bank with many
tsetse settled upon it.

“ The poison does not seem to be injected by a sting,
or by ova placed beneath the skin; for, when one is
allowed to feed freely on the hand, it is seen to in-
sert the middle prong of three portions, into which
the proboscis divides, somewhat deeply into the true
skin ; it then draws it out a little way, and it assumes
a crimson color as the mandibles come into brisk
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operation. The previously-shrunken belly swells out,
and, if left undisturbed, the fly quietly departs when
it is full. A slight itching irritation follows, but not
more than in the bite of a mosquito, In the ox this
same bite produces no more immediate effects than
in man. It does not startle him as the gad-fly does;
but a few days afterward the following symptoms
supervene: the eye and nose begin to run, the coat
stares as if the animal were cold, a swelling appears
under the jaw and sometimes at the navel; and,
though the animal continues to graze, emaciation
commences, accompanied with a peculiar flaccidity of
the muscles, and this proceeds unchecked until, per-
haps months afterward, purging comes on, and the
animal, no longer able to graze, perishes in a state
of extreme exhaustion. Those which are in good
condition often perish soon after the bite is inflicted,
with staggering and blindness, as if the brain were af-
fected by it. Sudden changes of temperature pro-
duced by falls of rain seem to hasten the progress
of the complaint; but, in general, the emaciation
goes on uninterruptedly for months, and, do what we
will, the poor animals perish miserably.

“When opened, the cellular tissue on the surface of
the body beneath the skin is seen to be injected with
air, as if a quantity of soap-bubbles were scattered
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