
Top of page














    Skip to main content
    
        
            
            







    
        [image: ]
        Library of Congress
    



            
            
            







    Search
    
    

    
        Everything
Audio Recordings
Books/Printed Material
Films, Videos
Legislation
Manuscripts/Mixed Material
Maps
Notated Music
Newspapers
Periodicals
Personal Narratives
Photos, Prints, Drawings
Software, E-Resources
Web Archives
Web Pages
3D Objects


    

    
        
        
            
        

    

    Search

    
    
    
    



    
    Search toggle



            
            
            







    
        menu 
    
    
        	Discover
	Services
	Visit
	Education
	Connect
	About


        	Ask a Librarian
	Help
	Contact


        	Search Online Catalog
	Copyright.gov
	Congress.gov


    



            
        

    




















    
        
            
            
            
            
                










     Share
    	
                
                    [image: Facebook]
                
            
	
                
                    [image: Twitter]
                
            
	
                
                    [image: Copy Link]
                
            




            
        

    








    
    [bookmark: skip-to-content]
    
    
    
    















    
    
    

    










    




    
        
        
        
            
            
                
                Book/Printed Material
                
            
            
        
        
        
        

        

        Illustrations of China and Its People: A Series of Two Hundred Photographs, with Letterpress Descriptive of the Places and People Represented.

        
    













    
    Back to Search Results












    

    

    
    
    
        
        







    
    









    

    

    
        
        

            
            
                View 76 images in sequence.
            
            

            


    
    [image: ]






        
    

    
    


    
    
        [ Volume 1 ]
    
    



    
        

    
        
            
            
        
    








    
    
        
            
            
                Download:
            
            PDF
ZIP
JPEG (366x493px)
                            
                            
JPEG (733x986px)
                            
                            
JPEG (1466x1972px)
                            
                            
JPEG (2933x3944px)
                            
                            
JPEG (5867x7889px)
                            
                            
JPEG2000 (8.4 MB)
                            


            Go
            

        
    












    




    






    More Resources


    
        
            







    

    

    
        
        

            
            
                View 72 images in sequence.
            
            

            


    
    [image: ]




        
    

    
    


    
    
        [ Volume 2 ]
    
    



    
        

    
        
            
            
        
    








    
    
        
            
            
                Download:
            
            PDF
ZIP
JPEG (373x491px)
                            
                            
JPEG (747x983px)
                            
                            
JPEG (1495x1966px)
                            
                            
JPEG (2990x3933px)
                            
                            
JPEG (5981x7866px)
                            
                            
JPEG2000 (8.1 MB)
                            


            Go
            

        
    










    




        
    
        
            







    

    

    
        
        

            
            
                View 77 images in sequence.
            
            

            


    
    [image: ]




        
    

    
    


    
    
        [ Volume 3 ]
    
    



    
        

    
        
            
            
        
    








    
    
        
            
            
                Download:
            
            PDF
ZIP
JPEG (375x499px)
                            
                            
JPEG (751x999px)
                            
                            
JPEG (1502x1999px)
                            
                            
JPEG (3005x3998px)
                            
                            
JPEG (6011x7996px)
                            
                            
JPEG2000 (9.9 MB)
                            


            Go
            

        
    










    




        
    
        
            







    

    

    
        
        

            
            
                View 79 images in sequence.
            
            

            


    
    [image: ]




        
    

    
    


    
    
        [ Volume 4 ]
    
    



    
        

    
        
            
            
        
    








    
    
        
            
            
                Download:
            
            PDF
ZIP
JPEG (376x489px)
                            
                            
JPEG (752x979px)
                            
                            
JPEG (1504x1959px)
                            
                            
JPEG (3008x3918px)
                            
                            
JPEG (6017x7837px)
                            
                            
JPEG2000 (8.4 MB)
                            


            Go
            

        
    










    




        
    








        
    

    

    

    
    
        




    
    About this Item

    
    
        
        
            









    
        
        
        
            Title
        
        

        	Illustrations of China and Its People: A Series of Two Hundred Photographs, with Letterpress Descriptive of the Places and People Represented.


        
    

    

    
        
    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Summary
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        John Thomson (1837-1921) was the first known photographer to document the people and landscape of China for publication and dissemination to the Western world. Between 1868 and 1872, he traveled over 6,500 kilometers with his camera, equipment, and darkroom, capturing all aspects of Chinese life. The photographs in these four volumes show the many sides of China: sweeping landscapes, royalty and ruling classes, merchants and economic activity, everyday life, and the faces of men, women, and children. Thomson was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, the son of a tobacco spinner and seller. He was apprenticed to an optician and scientific instrument maker in 1851, and attended evening classes to study science. In April 1862, he set out for Singapore, where his older brother William was a watchmaker and photographer. While jointly operating with his brother a business making chronometers and optical and nautical instruments, Thomson began using Singapore as a base from which to travel extensively throughout Asia, taking photographs and recording his observations. In 1868, he moved to Hong Kong and began his project to photograph the people of China. After a decade in Asia, he returned to Britain, where he published the results of his travels and operated a portrait studio in London.
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