Aok i

Fo3

b Elirgt s ssal b iin
b L3y

bttt ottt 1of
R i

T Hhtisa tyeleas

1 Ima oAb

TP

Sl el
BT

Wipsrt(imiviniore 2
bbby e

el et
M e b

relpid
et bR

4 ]
Y AP g




e - P
2 . ; . p “
WASIIORL, B i it LB A VST ST
) ' 4 : A .
'{ N TN f \!, . » - - - » '
A Yy O
[ 1% % 5 4 LAt SRR AN S -*-. POY )
: ] ’ '
2 5> L 3 b4 2 .
'\."4‘: _.,\.1““." . s A YIRS AR PR R N, &
g o i T i e nt - - : y
! 3 - : mitedf{asi &1, NELW RS R e Vvied A
» . S Ay ) gl % B -l el P L 't . ',.
v kR
. 3 $
! ||n,‘~|\ VIWNT . A : & Rl w v . v 5y
v S ! 3 et @ . : s "
A4 ALk ALS ISl BFE AW BAT- NSRRI A R 1T WS >
™~ ’
5 1
»
» - 3
~
e g
. - .
v »
. 5
+
&
. L
. :
' 9
; tal: s
Ale & a < ~ o £ o 5
S Y R . : ;
2 e ] - S - - » y/
» L AL EEE LR A IR BN ey
5 (LA ‘Qb LR TV SRS ' BAER 2
v . Y
Vi ATTREE A SRR Ge A bt it 1) St
- » '3 R n
. i C D RO RRN . S e L3 t
! vabeid (B iele hdhwElnd ot el
| MERPRISS R 2w el » §
IBVLLE) &% JE 2L R 5 R i

L AL Rt S SRS T T ¥
BRIV B 011 8T cal o e
. ~ b ’ :
"‘, .’»n ,.‘Oo B Y w tlf‘ 4 .
CHETES (SO BRI b »N".w,(a J
AU RS RS R e 2l 4

. - N "\I‘\‘.v: R
b FVSH Y AL ’

: : "‘.},f'gl,. ’ :
SR ALE S 08 Y _

l...,'""-" A
ATV ELS 15548 .

' < in‘('\l
% ) .”!|., i

MY AR R I ] B
. . . ’ > . 2
R : ;'Q‘-".',0|,
. . i % ’

o A e 1
s DY STE I S
LA AR 2] | :
I~ w il et Sl
: AT AE T

L /L TR, S R

SR 1R X P 5
g W LAL W LE A )
» BFT | LAY . .
. » PRE -« ey ”e Ry

: e
7' e ’

-
-

.‘oc‘Q“-‘»' ".' LA L ¢
"
.

> N ek PR ARL A LY
. "" ;‘. -', I . .'P".Q
X e

ﬁs‘f"g - "’ﬁ;‘i.‘*,’7 5 i

- ) ! ’ L XFF TN -
EtiisEEl s .~
R AL
U y iV ledal e
EALE S el
; PEIL 11 Lt SN '
» L ESF 208 :
- LisslianenIae >
. ’ it'K 3 :."' °
' S Eay R UBHEhL S
. ° ’ b < .
. ‘4 Ll >
- L . Vi *

-
.
3 L SEE IO ST R L 21, L SI
» > 'S = p - & = . C » .
.- “. 8 - HEARTY L wis
' i'w ’ e AL Silwen .
! 9 b T A &l ¥ plig
. . 24 $ e .
’ « ’ e e -
- E » - . -
B 5 - N PN g b
-y ¥ .0 »
& .
Al . : a TR Y N Y £/3 3
%" X LA y L
& FAEAR - ! ¥ .
. ' s , ;‘, oot LT . o . MY o8 B L R P SN
.; \ \ , et ""'.'u‘.v:n‘- - ¢ : E
s "';V ‘\ (XY E ,( q L AT NP AN NG g i v
- - . : “ .
LIS > LS = .-‘-n\')-.(‘. ey e vEv g ol ? s
: 2o L TP » Rle .
- o f- - . L TR A AR P P L 2 ROV B QN I R

T I P s T B |l | e .,l;,-f'-"
VACT i b \’.i'vx.«."‘\»,.nfv'-.»v‘n\Jtr"“* .


















A

PHILOSOPHICAL AND POLITICAL
115 oy

SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
EUROPEANS

EAST AND WEST INDIES,

REVISED, AUGMENTED, AND PUBLISHED,
IN TEN VOLUMES,

BY THE ABBE RAYNAL,

e e ——

NEWLY TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH,
BY J. 0. JUSTAMOND, F.R.S.

WITH A

New Set of Maps adapted to the Work, and a copious Index,

IN SIX VOLUMES.

e VOL. V.

LONDON:

PRINTED FOR A, STRAHAN ; AND T. CADELL, JUN. AND W. DAVIES,
(succEessors To Mr. CADELL), IN THE STRAND; AND
. FOR J. MUNDELL & CO. EDINBURGH.

1768,







S

% -~

"

O™
>

CONTENTS.

VOL. V.
BOOK XIV.
Page,
SerriEneny of the Englifb in the dAmerican Iflands, X
The ftate of England when fhe began to form fettlements in
the American iflands, - x 2
Caufes which baftened the population of the Britifh iflands, 3
By what men the Britifh iflands were peopled, > 10
Under what form of government the Britifh iflands were &fta-
blithed, - - - Iz
Means employed by the mother-country to fecure to itfelf all
the productions of the iflands, - e, 14
Diminution of the advantages which England derived from
. its iflands. Caufe of it, - - 16

The Englith form a fettlement at Barbadoes. ' Great profperi-

__ty of this ifland, - - - 17
Confpiracy formed by the flaves in Barbadoes, - 18
Prefent ftate of Barbadoes, ; . - 19
Is Barbadoes capable of making a good defence, - 2k

Events that have happened at Antigua. Proda&ions and ex-
pences of that iflind. The importance of it to Great Britain, 22
State of the {ettlement formed by the Englith at Mont(errat, 2§

Ancient manners, and prefent fiate of the ifland of Nevis, = 26
St. Chriftopher’s, which is at firft divided between the Englifh
and French, at laft belongs entitely to Great Britain, 2%

What St. Chriftopher’s became under the, Britifh govérnment, 28
Wretched cataftrophes that have happened at St. Chriftopher’s, 29

articularities concerning Barbuda, 32
The colony of Anguilla is very wretched, and its faté cannot
be changed, - - - 33
Tortola is the only one of the Virgin Iflands which the En.
glith have cultivated. The government cenfured, - 24
Delcription of Jamaica, - - - 34
The Spaniards difcover Jamaica, and fettle there fome time
after, . 36

Jamaica is conquered by the Englifh. Events that have hap-

pened in the ifland fince they have become mafters of it, 38

Cultuzes eftablithed in Jamaica, » hE 45
aij




b

v CONTENTS,

Prefent ftate of Jamaica, confidered in every point of view,
Means which Jamaica hath to preferve herfelf from invafion,
Advantages of Jamaica for war, Bl -

Its difadvantages for navigation, - -

Revolutions which have happened in the Lucaya iflands. State
of thefe iflands, B - -

Poverty of the Bermudas. Chara&er of the inhabitants,

Granada was firlt occupied by the French. What the firft co-
lonifts did there, - - -

Events which have happened at Granada fince it is fallen un-
der the Britith government, - -

Cultures of Granada, and of the Granadines, -

The ifland of Tobago, which was the caufe of great difputes
between the Dutch and the French, becomes a Biitifh pof-
feffion, e - -

Plan for clearing the American iflands, -

Misfortunes which the Englifh have fuffered at Tobago, for
having deviated from the maxims which we have juft laid
down, ‘ - - - :

Hiftory of the favages of St. Vincent, -

The arrival of the French at St. Vincent raifes difputes be-
tween the red and black Caribs, _ =

8¢. Vincent falls into the hands of the Englifh. State of the
ifland under their dominion, - -

Great Britain takes pofleffion of Dominica,

Difturbances between the Englifh of Dominica and the French

of the neighbouring iflands, -
Tn what confifts the importance of Dominica, -
Laws peculiar to Dominica, -

Plan conceived. by the Britifh miniftry, to render flourifhing
the three iflands which were formerly neutral, : <

Obgaclcs which have prevented the profperity of the neutral
iflands, o K7 - - =

Prefent ftate of the Englith iflands, ¢ -

Summary of the riches that Europe draws from the Ameri-

_can iflands, - - -

The beft mode to be adopted for increafing the produétions

~ of the American Archipelago, - -

What will be the fate of the American iflands hereafter,

o' BOOK "XV.

Pape.
49
53

. 6x
62
63
65
68

nL
73

8o
ib.

83
83
90
92
93
95

98
99

106

107
109

Settlements of the French in North America. Upen what Ba- .

Jfis awas founded the Hope of their Profperity. Confequence
of the Settlements, ¢ . - 7 s

Reafons. which ‘prévented ‘the French for a lot;g time from
- purfuing the plan of forming fettlements inthe New Woerld,

113

ibe



LONTENTS.

Errots ‘and misfortunes which rendered memorable the firft
expeditions of the French in the New Hemiiphere,

The French turn their views towards Canada, = -

Goverdment, cuftoms, virtues, vices, and wars, of the favages

~ that inhabited Canada, J Y

The French imprudently take a part in the wars of the fa-
vages, - ' i X

The French fettlement makes no progrefs. The caufe of

this - - 2

The Freach are roufed from their ina@ivity.  Means by which
this change was effected, - -

The furs are the foundation of the conueétions between the
French and the Indians, s 2

Figure of the beavers. Their difpofition and form of govern-
ment - - -

In what places, and in what manner, the fur trade was car-
ried on, - 4 - 2

France is compelled to'cede part of the provinces that were
united to Canada, “ »

BOOK XVI.

‘ A new Order of things is eflablifbed in. the Erench Colonies in
North America. - Refult of thefe drrangements, -

The French, to recover their former lofles, people and for-
tify Cape-Breton'; and eftablifh confiderable filheries there,
Settlement of the French in the ifland of St. John. Tendency
of this undertaking, = =
Difcovery of the Mifliffippi by the French, v
The French fettle in the country that is watered by the Mil-

fiflippi, and call it Louifiana, - -
Louifiana becomes very famous in the time of Law’s {yfiem.

Reafon of this, - - -
Extent, foil, and climate of Louifiana, - -
General chara&ér of the favages of Louifiana, and of the Nat-

chez i particular, - A -
Settlements formed by the French in Louifiana, ', -

France might have derived great advantages from Louifiana,
Fanlts' that have impeded this fuccefs, -

The French minifiry cede Louifiana to. Spain, Had they a
right to do it, -

Condu® of the Spaniards at Louifiana, -
State of Canada at the peace of Utrecht, - -
Population of Canada, and ditribution of its inhabitants,
Manners of the French Canadians, - -

Form of government, eftablifhed in Canada. Impediments

‘which cultivation, induftry, and filhing, experienced from
Hisk, " ' ‘

- = -

¥

Page..

115
120

122

138

186
187

194
196

209

20%
207

21%
217

223

231

[, 243
242

247

249




Ao
et e g R
et custs e

o A N S

= e

T b A g

HRAT Ao e et

ST

o

vi CONTENTS. .
Page;

Taxes levied in Canada. - Expences of . the miniftry in that
country. Manner in which they were paid. To what ex-

- cefs they were carried, and how they were got rid of, 253

Advantages which France might have derived from Canade, 253

Difficulties which France had to overcome, in order to de- :

260

rive advantages from Canada, . . . . -
Origin of the wars between the Englifh and the French in Ca.
nada, - - 262

Conqueft of Cape-Breton by the Englith, - 263
The Englith attack Canada, They at firft experience great
misfortunes there. Caufes of them, -
Taking of Quebec by the Englifh. The conqueft of this ca-
pital brings‘on in time the furrender of the whole colony, 272
Hath the acquifition of Canada been advantageous or prejudi-
cial to England, - - - 276

267

BOOK XVIL.

Englifb Colonies [ettled at Hudfon’s Bay, Canada, the [ﬂand

of 8t. Fohn, Newfoundland, Nova-Scotia, New-England,
New-York, and New-Ferfey, - - 278

Firlt expeditions of the Englifh in North America, - ib:
The continent of America is peopled in confequence of the

religious wars that difturb England, - 282
Parallel between the Old and the New World, - 289
Comparifon between civilized people and favages, - 29%
The ftate in which the Englifh found North America, and

what they have done there, - - 302
Climate of Hudfon’s Bay, and cuftoms of its inhabitants. :

_Trade carried on there, - - 303
Whether there be a paffage from Hudfon’s Bay to the Eaft

Indies, - - - 310
Hath the paffage from Hudfon’s Bay to the Eaft Indies been

properly fearched for, - - 318
State of Canada fince it hath been under the dominion of

Great Britain, - y

‘ - 31
What is become of the iflands of St. John, of Magdalen, and
of Cape-Breton, fince they have been fubjeé to the Britith

government, ) = - - 323
Defeription of the ifland of Newfoundland, - 32§
At what period, and in what manner, the Englith and French

have fettled at Newfoundland, - ib.

It is the cod-fith alone which renders Newfoundland of im-
portance. Prefent ftate of this fithery, divided into wane
dering and ftationary fithery, - - 329

Sketch of Nova Scotia. The French fettle there. Their
condudt in this {ettlement, - - 344

3




CONTENTS.

France is compelled to cede Nova Scotia to England,
Manners of the French who remained fub_}e& to the Englifh

8 government in Nova Scotia, - &
; Prefent ftate of Nova Scotia, - i
' Foundation of New England, .
d Form of government eftablifhed at New England, =

Fanaticifm occafions great calamities in New England,
Extent, natural hiftory, filheries, population, cultures, manu-
faltures, and exportations of New England, -
The Dutch found the colony of New Belgla, afterwards call-.
' ed New York,
At what period, and in what manner, the Engh(h maLe them-
] felves mafters of New Belgia,
The colony is ceded to the Duke of York Prmcx})}es upon
which he founded its adminiitration,
King William gives ‘a government to this colon). Events

A VA N

prevxous to this new arrangement, -
8o1l, population, and commerce of the colony, -
Ancient and modern manners of New York, &
Revolutions which have bappened in New _]eney, -

Puclent flate of New '[crfey, and what it may become,

vii
Page.
347

348
353
355
357
358

366

- 374

375
377

379
381
383
354
380




AL = TR AR oG Sop AT o AR Seaoe— AR, oo A O L AN | 0

f 4
ru. ,\lf:. ‘v,..,.. rgu!ﬂ:%nﬁhushﬂﬁ%fr:a 4....:,?w‘f ».,,.m.“ ,...s.u\l.\ﬁ\Lw..r»:.ﬁ{.ﬂk.ﬁ...!...[ﬂ&,,%,.J:..‘...




A
PHILOSOPHICAL AND POLITICAL
Hi1S8TORY

GF THE

SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

EUROPEANS

EAST AND WEST INDIES.

BOOK XIV:
Settlement of the Englyb in the American Jlands.

A NEW order of things now opens itfelf to ours 0 0 &
view. England is, in modern hiftory, the country of *V:
great political phenomena. It is there that we have
feen liberty the moft viclently combating with defpo-
tifm, fometimes trampled under its feet, at other times
victorious in its turn. It is there that its triumph has
been completed ; which every thing, even the fanati-
cifim of religion, hath concurred in bringing about.
There it is, that one king, juridically brought to the
fcaffold, and another depofed, with his whole race, by
the decree of the nation, have given a great leflon to
the earth. There it is, that in the midft of civil com-
motions, and in the intervals of momentary tranquil-
lity, we have feen the exact and deep fciences carried
 to their greateft perfection; we have feen the minds

Of men accuftomed to reafon, to reflet, and to turn
their attention particularly to government. It is there,

Veol. V. A




% HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B 0 o kin a word, that, after long and violent firuggles, that
XIV. . conftitution hath been formed, which, if it be not per-
" fed, and free from all inconveniencies, is, at leaft, the |
moft happily {uited to the fituation of the country;
the moft favourable to its trade; the beft calculated
“to unfold genius, eloquence, and all the powers of the
human mind ; the only conftitution, perhaps, fince
man hath lived in a focial ftate, where the laws have
fecured to him his dignity, his perfonal liberty, and his
freedom of thought; where, in a word, they have
made him a citizen, that is to fay, a conftituent and
integral part of the conftitution of the ftate and of the
nation.
The tate  England had not yet difplayed to the world this
of Englind oyeat fcene, when her fettlements in the Archipelago
beganto  of America were firft begun. Her agriculture was
form fetde- not extended either to flax or hemp. The attempts
the Ameri- that had been made to raife mulberry-trees, and breed
caniflinds. g1 worms, had been unfuccefsful. The labours of
the hufbandman were wholly engaged in the growing
of corn, which, notwithftanding the turn of the na-
tion for rural employments, was feldom fufficient for
home confumption, and many of their granaries were'
ftored from the fields bordering on the Baltic. :
Indufiry was ftill lefs advanced than agriculture. It
was confined to woollen manufa@ures. Thefe had
been increafed fince the exportation of unwrought
woocl had been prohibited ; but thefe iflanders, who
feemed to work only for themfelves, were ignorant of
the method of fpreading thofe elegant ornaments upon
their ftufls, which tafte contrived, to promote the fale
and confumption of them. They fent their cloths
over to Holland, where the Dutch gave them theit
colouring and glofs ; from whence they circulated all
over Europe, and were even brought back to Eng-
land. .
Navigation fcarce employed, at that time, ten thou-
fand failors. Thefe were in the fervice of exclufive
companies, which had engroffed every branch of trade,
not excepting that of woollen cloth, which alone con-
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ftituted a tenth part of the commercial riches of the
nation. Thefe, therefore, were centered in the hands
of three or four hundred perfons, who agreed, for
their own advantage, to fix the price of goods, both at
going out and coming into the kingdom. The privi-
leges of thefe monopolizers were exercifed in the ca-
pital, where the court fold the provinces. London
alone had fix times the number of fhips that all the
other ports of England had.

The public revenue neither was nor could be very
confiderable. It was farmed out ; a ruinous method,
which has preceded the eftablithment of the finance in
all ftates, but has only been continued under arbitrary
governments, The expences were proportionable to
the low ftate of the treafury. The fleet was {fmall,
and the fhips {o weak, that in times of neceflity the
merchantmen were turned into men of war. A hun-
dred and fixty thoufand militia, which was the whole
military ftrength of the nation, were armed in time of
war. There were no flanding forces in time of peace,
and the king himfelf had no guards.

With fuch confined powers at home, the nation
fhould not have ventured to extend itfelf in fettlements
abroad. Notwithitanding this, {fome colonies were
eftablifhed, which laid a folid foundation of profperity.
The origin of thefe fettlements was owing to certain
;:)vents, the caufes of which may be traced very far

ack.

3

BOOK
XIV.

‘—'—v—-u"

Whoever is acquainted with the hiftory and progrefs causes

of the Englith government, knows that the regal au-

which haft-
ened the

thority was for a long time balanced only by a fmall population
number of great proprietors of land called Barons, of the Bri-

They perpetually opprefled the people, the greater
part of whom were degraded by {lavery; and they
were conftantly ftruggling againfl the power of the
crown, with more or lefs fuccefs, according to the cha-
racter of the leading men, and the chance of circum-
ftances. Thefe political diffenfions occafioned much
bloodfhed.

The kingdom was exhaufted by inteftine wars, which

A jj

tifh iflands.
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4 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE ;
5 0 0 & had lafted two hundred years, when Henry VII. af-
! ~XIV. fymed the reins of government on the decifion of a -
i ™ battle in which the nation, divided into two camps, E
i had fought to give itfelf a mafter, That able prince |
i availed himfelf of the ftate of depreflion into which a |
{eries of calamities had furik his fubjeés, to extend the
regal authority, the limits of which, the anarchy of
the feudal government, though continually encroach-
ing upon them, had never been able to fix. He was
affifted in this undertaking by the faction which had
placed the crown upon his head, and which, being the |
weakeft, could not hope to maintain itfelf in the prin-
cipal employments to which thofe who were engaged
in it had been raifed, unlefs they fupported the ambi-
tion of their leader. This plan was ftrengthened, by .
permitting the nobility, for the firft time, to alienate
their lands. This dangerous indulgence, joined to a
tafte for luxury, which then began to prevail in Eu-
rope, brought on a great revolution in the fortunes of
individuals. The immenfe fiefs of the barons were
'gradually diffipated, and the eftates of the commoners .
increafed. ‘-
The rights belonging to the feveral eftates being di-
vided with the property of them, it became fo much
the more difficult to unite the will and the power of
many againft the authority of one. The monarchs
took advantage of this period, fo favourable to their
ambition, to govern without controul, The decayed
nobility were in fear of a power which they had rein-
forced with all their lofles. The commons thought
themfelves fufficiently honoured by the privilege of
impofing all the national taxes. The people, in fome
degree eafed of their yoke, by this flight alteration in -
the conftitution, and whofe circle of ideas is always
confined to bufinefs or labour, became tired of fedi-
tions, from the defolation and miferies which were the
confequence and the punifhment of them. So that,
while the nation was employed in fearch of that {ove-
- reign authority which had been loft in the confufion of
givil wars, its views were fixed upon the monarch

4
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alone. The majefty of the throne, the whole luftre of 3 0 0 x
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which was centered in him, feemed to be the fource XV

of that authority, of which it (hould only be the vifible
{ign and permanent inftrument.

Such was the fituation of England, when James I.
was called thither from Scotland, as being fole heir to
the two kingdoms, which, by his acceflion, were unit-
ed under one head. A turbulent nobility, imparting
their fury to their barbarous vaflals, had kindled the
fire of fedition in thofe northern mountains which di-
vided the ifland into two diftinét ftates. The monarch
had, from his earlieft years, been as averfe from limit-
ed authority, as the people were from defpotifm and
abfolute monarchy, which then prevailed all over Eu-
rope ; and, as the new king was equal to other fove-
reigns, it was natural that he fhould be ambitious of
the fame power. His predeceflors had enjoyed it,
even in England, for a century paft. But he was not
aware that they owed it to their own political abili-
ties, or to favourable circumftances. This religious
prince, who believed he held all from God and no-
thing from men, fancied that firength of reafon, wif-
dom, and council, was centered in himfelf, and feem-
ed to arrogate to himfelf that infallibility of which the
pope had been deprived by the reformation, the te-
nets of which he adopted, though he difliked them,
Thefe falfe principles, which tended to change go-
vernment into a myftery of religion, the more odious,
as it equally influences the opinions, wills, and actions
of men, were {o rooted in his mind, together with all
the other prejudices of a bad education, that he did
not even think of {upporting them with any of the
human aids of prudence or force.

_Nothing could be more repugnant to the general
difpofition of the people than this fyftem. All was in
commotion both at home and abroad. The difcovery
of America had haftened the advancement of Europe.
Navigation extended round the whole globe. The
mutual intercourfe of nations would foon have re-
moved prejudices, and opened the door to indufiry

A 1ij
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;;*if B 0 o kand knowledge. The mechanical and liberal arts
i XIV. yere extended, and were advancing to perfe@ion by
il -7 the luxury that prevailed. Literature acquired the
i ornaments of tafte ; and the {ciences gained that de- |
il gree of folidity which {prings from a {pirit of calcula-
i tion and commerce, The circle of politics was ex-
tended. This univerfal ferment exalted the ideas of
men. The feveral bodies which compofed the mon-
ftrous coloflus of Gothic government, roufed from that
lethargic ftate of ignorance in which they had been
funk for many ages, foon began to exert themfelves
on all fides, and to form enterprifes. On the conti-
nent, where mercenary troops had been adopted, un-
der pretence of maintaining difcipline, moft princes
acquired an unlimited authority, opprefling their fub-
je&s either by force or intrigue. In England, the
love of liberty, fo natural to every feeling or thinking
man, excited in the people by the authors of religious
innovations, and awakened in the minds of men, en-
lightened by becoming converfant with the great wri-
ters of antiquity, who derived from their democratic
Sy government that {ublimity of reafon and fentiment by
which they are diftinguifhed ; this love of liberty kin-
dled in every generous breaft the utmoft abhorrence
. - for unlimited authority. The afcendant which Eliza- '
beth found means to acquire and- to preferve, by an
uninterrupted profperity of forty years, withheld this
impatience, or turned it to enterprifes that were bene-
ficial to the ftate. But no fooner did another branch
afcend the throne, and the f{ceptre devolved to a mo-
narch, who, by the very violence of his pretenfions,
was not much to be dreaded, than the nation afferted
its rights, and entertained the ambitious thoughts of
governing itfelf.
It was at this period that warm difputes arofe be-
tween the court and the parliament. Both powers
{feemed to be making trial of their firength by conti-
nual oppofition. The prince pretended, that an entire
paflive obedience was due to him ; and that national
gﬁemblie§ were only the ornaments, not the bafis, og
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the conftitution. The citizens loudly exclaimed a-
gainft thefe principles, always weak when they come
to be difcuffed ; and maintained, that the people were
an effential part of government, as well as the mo-
narch, and, perhaps, in a higher degree. The one is
the matter, the other the form. Now, the form may,
and muft change, for the prefervation of the matter.
‘The fupreme law is the welfare of the people, not that
of the prince; the king may die, the monarchy may
be at an end, and fociety fubfift without either mo-
narch or throne. In this manner the Englifh reafon-
ed at the dawn of liberty. They quarrelled, they op-
pofed, and threatened each other. James died in the
midft of thefe debates, leaving his fon to difcufs his
rights, with the refolution of extending them.

The experience of all ages has thown, that the flate
of tranquillity which follows the eftablithment of ab-
folute power, occafions a coolnefs in the minds of the
people, damps their courage, cramps their genius, and
throws a whole nation into an univerfal lethargy. But
let us explain the fucceflive progreffion of this mifery;
and let the people be acquainted with the profound

. ftate of annihilation into which they are funk, or with

which they are menaced.

e

BOOK
XI1V.

Ve e

As foon as the great obje®, which men only view

with fear and trembling, hath been raifed up in the
midft of the nation, the fubjeéts are divided into two
claffes, 'One of them keeps at a diftance, from fear;
the other approaches this obje&, from ambition ; and
the latter flatters itfelf with fecurity, from the confci-
oufnefs of its meannefs. It forms, between the defpot
and the reft of the nation, an order of f{ubaltern ty-
rants, not lefs fufpicious, and more cruel, than their
matter. - One hears nothing from them but thefe

‘Wwords : The king hath faid it it is the king’s plea-
fure ; I have feen the king; I have fupped with the

king ; it is'the king’s intention. Thefe words are al

ways liftened to with aftonifhment ; and they are foon

confideted as the orders of the fovereign. Should there

be any energy remaining, it is among the military,
A 111y
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i B ‘}3( 3 K whofe fenfe of their own importance only ferves tg
it . make them more infolent. What part doth the prlei’c
; a& in this conjun@ure ? If he be in fayour, he com-
i : pletes the flavithnefs and degeneracy of the people by
i his example and by his difcourfes : if he be neglected,
il : he grows out of humour, becomes faéhous and feeks
‘ out fome fanatic, who will facrifice lnmfelf to his |
views. In all parts where there are no fixed laws, no
juftice, no unalterable forms, no real property, the in-
ﬁuence of the magiftrate is little or nothing ; he waits
only for a fignal to become whatever one may choofe. -
The great nobleman cringes before the prince, and the |
people cringe before the great nobleman. The natu-
ral dignity of man is eclipfed ; and he hath not the
leaft idea of his rights. ‘Around the defpot, his agents |
and his favourites, the fubje@s are crufhed under foot, |
with the fame inadvertence that we cruth the infe@ts
which fwarm among the duft of our fields. The mo- |
rals are become corrupt. There comes a time when
- the moft inordinate vexations, and the moft unheard-
of outrages lofe their atrocipus character, and no long-
er excite horror. Any one who fhould plonounce the
names of virtue, of patriotifm, and of equity, would |
only be confidered as a man of too much warmth; an
expreflion which always implies an abject indulgence
of crimes by which we profit. The body of the na-
tion becomes diffolute and fuperﬂmous ; tor defpotifm
cannot be eftablifhed without the interference of fu-
perftition, nor be maintained without its fupport ; and
fervitude-leads on to debauchery, which affords fome
relief to the mind, and is never fupprefled. Men of
information, if thele be any of them remaining, have
their views ; they pay their court to the great, and
profefs the religion of policy. Tyranny, leading on
in its train a number of {pies and informers, thefe are
Qonfequently to be found in all ftates, not excepting
I the moft diftinguifhed of them. The leaft indifcretion
jw o5 uming the hue of high treafon, enemies are very
i 3angerous and friends become fufpicious. Mea think
i httle, fay nothmg, and are aﬁald of reafoning: they
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are even alarmed at their own ideas. The philofophers o o
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keeps his thoughts to himfelf, as the rich man conceals X!V

his treafure. The man who leads the beft life is the

moft unknown. Miftruft and terror form the bafis of

the general manners, The citizens live {feparate from
each other; and the whole nation becomes melancho-
ly, pufillanimous, ftupid, and filent. Such is the feries,
fuch the fatal {ymptoms, or the fcale of mifery, by
which every nation may learn the degree of its own
wretchednefs.

If, in lieu of the preceding phenomena, we imagine
others that are directly contrary, they will indicate
that motion of legiflative bodies which tends to liber-
ty. It is diforderly, it is rapid, it is violent. Itisa
fever, more or lefs ardent, but always attended with
convulfions. Every thing announces {edition and mur-
ders. Every thing makes the people tremble, left a
general diffolution fhould take place; and if they be
not deftined to experience this laft evil, it is in blood
that their felicity muft revive. '

England experienced this in the beginning of the
reign of Charles I.; who, though not {o great a pedant
as his father, was equally fond of authority. The di-
vifion which had begun between the king and the par-
liament, {pread itfelf throughout the nation. The
higheft clafs of the nobility, and the fecond, which
was the richeft, afraid of being confounded with the
vulgar, engaged on the fide of the king, from whom
they derived that/borrowed lufire, which they return-
ed him by a voluntary and venal bondage. As they
ftill poffefled moft of the confiderable land eftates, they
engaged almoft all the country people in their party ;
who naturally love.the king, becaufe they think he
muft love them. London, and all the great towns, in-
fpired by municipal government with the republican
{pirit, declared for the parliament, and drew along
with them the trading part of the nation, who, valu-
ing themfelves as much as the merchants in Holland,
;;fplred to the fame freedom as that democracy. :

Thefe divifions brought on the fharpeft, the moft




10 . HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

i % 0 0 k bloody, and the moft obftinate civil war ever recorded
il XIV. ip hiffory. Never did the Englith fpirit thow itfelf in -

i fo dreadful a manner. Every day exhibited frefh |
i {cenes of violence, which feemed to have been already
carried to the higheft excefs; and thefe again were ©
- outdone by others, ftill more atrocious. It feemed as '
i if the nation was juft upon the brink of deftruction,
and that every Briton had fworn to bury himfelf under
the ruins of his country. :

By what In this general tumult, the moft moderate fought for
’é’f{:i}{:” a peaceable retreat in the American iflands, which the

tandswere Englith had lately feized upon. The tranquillity they

peopled.  gond there, induced others to follow them. While
the fedition was fpreading in the mother-country, the
colonies grew up and were peopled. The patriots who
had fled from fa&ion were foon after joined by the
royalifts, who were opprefled by the republican party,
which had at laft prevailed.

Both thefe were followed by thofe reftlefs and {pirit-
ed men, whofe ftrong paffions infpire them with great
defires and vaft projects; who defpife dangers, hazards,
and fatigues, and wifh to fee no other end to them but
death or fortune ; who know of no medium between
affluence and want ; equally calculated to overturn or
to ferve their country, to lay it wafte or to enrich it.

The iflands were alfo the refuge of merchants who
had been unfortunate in trade, or. were reduced by
their creditors to a ftate of indigence and idlenefs. Un-
able as they were to fulfil their cngagements, this very
misfortune paved the way to their profperity. = After
a few years they returned with affluence into their own
country, and met with the higheft refpect in thofe very
places from whence they had been banifhed with igno-
miny and contempt. !

This refource was ftill more neceffary for young

i people, who in the firft tranfports of youth had been
il drawn into excefles of debauchery and licentioufnefs,
,ii'i : If they had not quitted their country, thame and dif-
Hilt ~ grace, which never fail to deprefs the mind, would have
prevented them from recovering either regularity of
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manners or public efteem. ‘But, in another country,p 0 o &
where the experience they had of vice might prove a XIV.
leflon of wifdom, and where they had no occafion to
attempt to remove any unfavourable impreflions, they

found, after their misfortunes, a harbour in which they

refted with fafety. Their induftry made amends for

their paft follies; and men who had left Europe like
vagabonds, and who had difgraced it, returned honeft

men, and vfeful members of {ociety.

All thefe feveral colonifts had at their difpofal, for
the clearing and tilling of their lands, the moft profli-
gate fet of men of the three kingdoms, who had de-
ferved death for capital crimes; but who, from mo-
tives of humanity and good policy, were {uffered to
live and to work for the benefit of the ftate. Thefe
malefactors, who were tran{ported for a term of years,
which they were to {pend in flavery, became induftri-
ous, and acquired manners, which placed them once
more in the way of fortune. There were fome of
thofe, who, when reftored to fociety by the freedom
they had gained, became planters, heads of families,
and the owners of the beft plantations; a proof how
much it is for the intereft of a civilized fociety to admit
this lenity in the penal laws, o conformable to human
nature, which is frail, but capable of fenfibility, and of
turning from evil to good.

‘The mother-country, however, was too much taken Underwhat
up with its own domettic diffenfions, to think of giving i"c’r',’l‘“‘l’fn?“
laws to the iflands under its dominion ; and the colo- the Bricifh
nifts were not fufliciently enlightened to draw up fuch Jidere
a fyflem of legiflation as was fit for an infant {ociety.

While the civil war was re@ifying the government in
England, the colonies, juft emerging from a ftate of
infancy, formed their own conftitution upon the model
of the mother-country. In each of thefe feparate
fettlements, a chief reprefents the king ; a council, the
peers; and the deputies of the feveral difiri@ts, the
commons. The general aflembly ena@s laws, regu-
lates taxes, and judges of the adminiftration. The
executive part belongs to the governor ; who alfo oc-
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B 0 O K cafionally determines upon caufes which have not been

XLV.
y Y

tried before, but in conjunction with the council, and
by the majority of votes. But as the members of this
body derive their rank from him, it is feldom that they
thwart his defigns. '

i
:

Great Britain, to reconcile her own interefts with
the freedom of her colonies, took care that no laws

fhould be enaced there which were inconfiftent with

their own. She hath required that her delegates fhould

take an oath, that, in the places fubjec to their au-

thority, they would never allow, upon any pretence

whatever, any deviation from the regulations eftablifh- -
ed for the profperity of her trade. This tie of an oath |
hath been contrived, becaufe, as the iflands themfelves

regulate and pay the greater part of the falaries of
their chiefs, it was to be apprehended that fome of
thele commanders might endeavour to excite liberality
by their indulgence. Another check hath been put

to corruption. It is neceffary that the ftipend granted

to the governor, thould extend to the whole duration

of his adminiftration ; and that it fhould be the object
of the firft bill pafled on his arrival. Thefe precau-
tions have however appeared infufficient to {fome per-

fons of a defpotic turn of mind. Accordingly, it hath .

been their opinion, to profcribe a cuftom, which in

' fome meafure made thofe who iffue orders dependent

upon men who were fubordinate to them; but the par-
liament have always refufed to make this alteration.
Juftly dreading that {pirit of rapacioufnefs which in-
duces men to crofs the feas, they have always kept up
a cuftom which they think proper to check the fpirit
of cupidity and tyranny. It is with the fame view that
they have decreed againft thofe governors who fhould
violate the laws of the colonies, the fame penalties as

are inflicted in England on thofe who trefpafs upon the

national conftitution.

The parliament have likewife empowered the iflands,

to have in the mother-country deputies appointed to
take care of their interefts. Their principal duty 1s to
obtain the confirmation of the flatutes pafied in the
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colonies. Thefe ats are executed provifionally ; buts 0 o ®

afs 1 : il tl V.
they do not pafs into a law till they have been approv- X"
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ed of by the fovereign. This fanction once obtained,
they can only be revoked by an affembly of the co-
lony itfelf, or by the parliament; which exercifes {u-
preme authority over the whole empire. The bufinefs
of the agents of the iflands at London, is the fame as
that of the reprefentatives of the people in the Britith
fenate. Unhappy will it be for the ftate, if ever it
thould difregard the clamours of the reprefentatives,
whoever they may be. The counties in England would °
rife ; the colonies would fhake off their allegiance in
America ; the treafures of both worlds would be loft
to the mother-country, and the whole empire would
fall into confufion.

The fources of public felicity have not yet been
corrupted by this improper {pirit. The fettlements
formed in the Weft Indies have been always attached
to their own country by the ties of blood, and by thofe
of neceflity. Their planters have been conftantly
looking up to their mother-country, who is ever at-
tentive to their prefervation and their improvement.
One might fay, that as the eagle, who never lofes fight
of the neft where the fofters her young, London feems
to look down upon her colonies, and to fee them grow
up and profper under her tender care. Her number-
lefs veflels, covering an extent of two thoufand leagues
with their proud fails, form, as it were, a bridge over
the ocean ; by which they keep up an uninterrupted
communication between both worlds. - With good
laws, which maintain what the has once eftablifhed,
fhe preferves her pofleffions abroad without a ftanding
army, which is always an oppreflive and ruinous bur-
den. Two very fmall corps, fixed at Antigua and Ja-
maica, are fufficient for a nation which thinks, with
reafon, that maritime forces, well maintained, kept in
continual employment, and always direted towards
the public good, are the true fortifications of thefe ufe-
ful fettlements.

By thefe beneficent regulations, ditated by humani-
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2 0 o xty and found policy, the Englifh iflands foon grew

XIV.  happy, though not rich. Their culture was confined
to tobacco, cotton, ginger, and indigo. Some of the |
enterprifing colonifts imported fugar canes from Brazi,

and they multiplied prodigiouily, but to no great pur-

pofe, They were ignorant of the art of managing
this valuable plant, and drew from it fuch indifferent
fugar, that it was either rejected in Europe, or fold at

the loweft price. A feries of voyages to Fernambucca |

taught them how to make ufe of the treafure they had
carried off ; and the Portuguefe, who till then had en-~
grofled all the fugar trade, found, in 1650, in an ally,

whofe induftry they thought precarious, a rival who

was one day to fupplant them. |
Meansem-  The mother-country, however, had but a very {mall

ployed by g ave in the profperity of her colonies. They them-,

the mother-
country to ‘{elves fent their own commodities direcly to all parts

feenre 191 F the world, where they thought they would be dif-

productions pofed of to moft advantage ; and indifcriminately ads
flands, .~ mitted thips.of all nations into their ports. This un-

limited freedom muft of courfe throw almoft all their

trade into the hands of that nation which, in confe- % |

quence of the low intereft their money bears, the large-
nefs of their ftock, the number of their fhips, and the

reafonablenefs of their duties of import and export,

could afford to make the beft terms, to buy at the

deareft, and fell at the cheapeft rate. Thefe people

were the Dutch. They united all the advantages of 2
fuperior army ; which, being ever mafter of the field,
is free in all its operations. They foon feized upon the
profits of fo many productions, which they had neither
planted nor gathered. Ten of their fhips were feen in
the Britifh iflands to one Englifh veflel.

The nation had paid little attention to this evil

during the difturbances of the civil wars ; but as {oon

as thefe troubles were compofed, and the ftate reftored

to tranquillity by the very violence of its commotions,
it began to turn its views towards its foreign pofief-

fions. 1t perceived that thofe fubjects, who had as it

were taken refuge in America, would be loft to the
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ftate, if foreign powers, which confumed the fruits of 2 :
the induftry of the colonies, were not excluded. The g)mo" E
deliberate and weighty difcuffion of this point brought «— —s
on the famous navigation act in 1651, which excluded
all foreign fhips from entering the harbours of the
Englith iflands, and confequently obliged their pro-
duce to be exported dire@ly to the countries under the
dominion of England. The government, though a-
ware of the inconveniencies of fuch an exclufion, was
not alarmed at it, but confidered the empire only as a
tree, the fap of which muft be turned back to the
trunk, when it flows too freely to fome of the branches.
However, this reftraining law was not then enforced
in its utmoft rigour. Perhaps the fhips belonging to
the mother-country were not fufficiently numerous to
carry oft all the productions of the iflands; perhaps,
apprehenfions might prevail, that the colonifts might
be exafperated by fuddenly depriving their coafts of a
competition which increafed the price of their commo-
dities. Perhaps, the plantations ftill required fome
{upport, in order to bring their cultures to that degree
- of perfection that was expe@ed. However this may
be, it is certain, that the a&t of navigation was not ri-
goroufly put in execution till 1660. At this period,
the Englith fugars had been fubftituted to thofe of
Portugal, in all the northern parts of Europe. Itis to
be {uppofed, that they would equally have fupplanted
them to the fouth, had not the obligation impofed
upon all the navigators to ftop at the Britith ports be-
fore they pafled the Straits of Gibraltar, put an infur-
mountable obftacle to this trade. It is true, that in
order to attain this fuperiority over the only nation
that was in poffeflion of this commodity, the Englifh
hac[ been obliged greatly to lower the price of it; but
their plentiful crops made them ample amends for this
neceflary facrifice.  If other nations were encouraged
by their fuccefs to raife plantations, at leaft for their
own confumption, the Englifh opened other markets,
which fupplied the place of the former. The only
misfortune they experienced in a long feries of years,
4
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B 0 0 K was, the feeing many of their cargoes taken by F1encﬁ
i | XV, privateers, and fold at a low price. The planter fuf-®
gl == tained by this a double inconvenience, that of loﬁnb‘e
il _part of his fugars, and being obhged to fell the remain-*
der below their value.
Diminution ~ Notwithftanding thefe tranﬁent piracies, which al-’
zﬁi‘;ﬁf‘ ways ceafed in time of peace, the plantations ftill con-
whichEng- tinued to increafe in the Englifh iflands. All the pro- .
lind de¥- quétions peculiar to America were more carefully at- -
iflands.  tended to; but the wealthy proprietors attached them.
Canfe ofit. f]0es more particularly to the culture of fugar, thé
fale of which was conftantly increafing throughout all
Europe. This profperity exifted for the fpace of half
a century, when attentive men perceived that the ex-
portations decreafed. It was then almoft generally be-

lieved that the colonies were exhaufted ; even the na-

tional fenate adopted this idea, not conﬁdermg that if

the foil no longer had that degrec of fertility peculiat

to lands newly cleared, it ftill retained that fhare of

- fruitfulnefs which the earth feldom lofes, unlefs its
{ubftance be altered by the calamities or by the irre-

gularities of nature. The truth was foon afeertained,

and the Englith were obliged to acknowledge; that

the foreign marts were infenfibly fhut againft Great

Britain, and would foon be opened only to France.

This kingdom, which, from its natural advantages, and

from the adtive genius. of its inhabitants, fhould be
foremoft in every undertaking, is fo reftrained by

the nature of its government, that it is the laft in be-

coming acquainted with its own interefts. The French

firft procured their fugars from the Englith. They
afterwards made fome for their own confumption, then

for fale, till reftraints of every kind obliged them to

confine themfelves merely to what they wanted. It

was not till 1716, that their iflands began again to {up-

ply other nations. The fuperiority of their foil, the

advantage of frefh lands, the frugality of their plant-

ers, who were yet poor, all confpired to enable then

to fell the production at a lower price than their com-
petitors, It was moreover of a better quality ; ae:

3
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dordingly, as it increafed, that which was formerly in® 0 o &
fo great requeft, was rejected in all the markets: To-  XIV-
wards the year 1740, the {ugar of the French planta-
tions became fufficient for general confumption, and
at this period the Englifh were reduced to cultivate
no more than what they wanted for their own ufe.

The quantity they made was flill very ttifling at the
beginning of the century, but the ufe of tea, and the
habit of other indulgences, foon iticreafed prodigiouf-
ly the confuniption of this article. :

Barbadoes was one of the Britifh pofleflions which e
furniflied moft of this commodity. This ifland, which &0

is fituated to windward of all the réft, appeared to st
g 2 < > . ar o
have never been inhabited even by favages, when, in Grea proa

1627, fome Englifh families went to {ettle there, butfperity of
this ifland.

without any interfererice of government. It was not
till two years after, that a regular colony was eftablifh-
ed there, at the expence, and by the care of the earl
of Carlifle, who, on the tragical death of Charles I.
was deprived of a property which had been too im-
prudently granted him by that weak prince. It was
found covered with fuch large and hard trees, that un-
common refolution and patience were required to fell
them and root them up. The ground was foon clear-
ed of this encumbrance, or ftripped of this ornament ;
for it is doubtful whether nature does not decorate her
work better than man, who alters every thing for him-
felf alone. Some patriots, tired of feeing the blood of .
their countrymen {pilt, went and peopled this foreign
land. While the other colonies were rather ravaged
than cultivated by thofe vagabonds who. had been
driven from their native country by poverty or licen-
tioufnefs, Barbadoes daily received new inhabitants,
who brought along with them not only their flock of
money, but a turn for labour, courage, a&ivity, and
ambition ; thofe vices and virtues which are the effe®
of civil wars. ‘

By thefe means, an ifland, which is no more than
feven leagues 1n length, from two to five in breadth,

and eighteen in circumference, attained, in lefs than
Pol, V. B
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8 0 o k forty years, to a population of more than a hundred
thoufand fouls, and to a trade that employed four

XIV.

Confpira-
cy formed
by the
flaves in
Barbadoes.

hundred fhips, of 150 tons burden each. ~Never had
the earth beheld fuch a number of planters collected

/]
i
|

in fo fmall a compafs, or fo many rich productions ¥
raifed in fo fhort a time. The labours, directed by

Europeans, were performed by flaves purchafed in

Africa, or even ftolen in America. This new {pecies

of barbarity was but a ruinous kind of prop for a new
edifice, and very nearly occafioned the fubverfion of
it.

Some Englifhmen, who had landed on the coafts of

the continent to get flaves, were difcovered by the Ca-

ribs, who were the objeds of their fearch. Thefe fa-
vages fell upon them, and put them all to death or to
flight. A young man, who had been long purfued,
ran into a wood ; where an Indian woman meeting

him, faved his life, concealed and fed him, and fome

time after conducted him to the fea-fide. His com-
panions were lying at anchor there, waiting for the
men they miffed, and fent the boat to fetch him. His
deliverer infifted on following him on board the fhip.
They were no fooner landed at Barbadoes, but the
monfter{old her who had faved his life, and had be-
flowed her heart, as well as her perfon upon him. Tao
vindicate the honour of the Englifh nation, one of
their poets has recorded this fhocking inftance of ava-
rice and perfidy, to be abhorred by pofterity : 1t has
been told in feveral languages, and held out to the
deteftation of all foreign nations.

The Indians, who were not bold enough to under-
take to revenge themfelves, imparted their refentment
to the Negroes, who had flronger motives, if poflible,
for hating the Englifh. The flaves unanimouily vow-
ed the death of their tyrants. This confpiracy was
carried on with fuch fecrecy, that, the day before it
was to have been carried into execution, the colony
had not the leaft {ufpicion of it. But, as if generofity
was always to be the virtue of the wretched, one df
the leaders ot the plot informed his mafter of it. Let:
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ters were immediately difpatched to all the plan-8 0 o &
tations, and came in time to prevent the impend.’” X¥.
ing deftruction. The following night the flaves were
feized in their huts; the moft guilty were executed
at break of day ; and this a& of feverity reduced the
reft to obedience.

They have never revolted fince, and yet the colony prefent

hath declined confiderably from its former profperity. s

»¥

ey > b

It ftill reckons ten thoufand white people, and fifty
thoufand Negroes ; but the crops are not an{werable
to the population. 1In the moft favourable feafons;
they do not amount to more than twenty millions
weight of {ugar, and are very often below ten millions
and yet to obtain this trifling produce, expences are
required much more confiderable than were neceflary
for double the produce in the beginning,

The foil of the colony, which is no more than a
rock of calcareous ftone, covered with very little earth,
is entirely exhaufted. It'is neceffary to make a deep
opening in it every year, and to fill up with manure
the holes which have been made. The moft ordinary
of thefe manures is the Varec, a fea-weed which is
periodically thrown upon the coaft by the fea-tide.
The fugar-canes are planted in this fea-weed. The
natural foil is of little more ufe in the growth of them,
than the chefts in which the orange trees are put in
Europe. i :

The fugar which is produced by thefe cultures,
hath generally fo little confifience, that it cannot be
exported in its raw ftate, but muft previouily be earth-
ed ; a method which is not followed in the other En-
glifh {ettlements, although it be not prohibited there,
as feveral writers have advanced. One great proof
of its bad quality is, that it is {ooner reduced to molaf-
;(;es than any where elfe. The droughts, which are
lo frequent at Barbadoes fince the country hath been
entirely laid open, ferve to complete the misfortunes
of the inhabitants of this ifland, which was tormerly
in {o flourithing a ftate,

Accordingly, though the taxes do not amount an-

B ij
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'8 0 0xknually to more than 136,291 livres [5678 L 158,

tod.], paid by a trifling pol-tax upon the Negroes and

T by fome other impofls, the coloniits are reduced to a

ftate of mediocrity which approaches to indigence.

=
e
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This fituation prevents them from leaving the care of

their plantations to agents, in order to go and inhabit
fi

milder climates. It even renders them inhuman to-

wards their flaves, whom they treat with a degree of

cruelty unknown in the other colonies.

Barbadoes was very lately the only trading poffef-
fion belonging to the Englifl in the Windward iflands.
The fhips coming from Africa ufed generally to put

in there. They delivered their whole cargo to one |

fingle purchafer, and at a fettled price, without di-
flinction of either age or fex in the bargain. Thefe

~ Negroes, thus bought in the wholefale way by the
merchants, were fold in retail in the ifland itfelf, or =

in the other Englifh fettlements, and the refufe’ of

them was either clandeftinely or openly introduced

in the colonies of the other nations. This great trade |

hath confiderably decreafed. Hence moft of the other

Britith iflands have chofen to receive their flaves di- |

recly from Guinea, and have fubmitted to the efta-

blithed cuftom of paying for them with bills of ex-

‘change at ninety days fight. This credit, which was

infufficient, hath fince been extended to a twelve- =

month, and it hath frequently been neceflary to pro-

~ long it even beyond that term.
" Before this revolutidn, a confiderable quantity of |

fpecie was in circulation at Barbadoes. The little
coin which is at prefent fill found there, is Spanifh ;
it is confidered as merchandife, and is only taken
by weight. The navy which is appropriated to this

" {ettlement confifts of a few veflels, which are necel-

fary for its feveral correfpondences, and of about forty |

floops, employed in the fithery of the flying-fith.
Barbadoes is generally even, and every where fuf-

ceptible of cultivation, except in a very fmall number |
of hollow ways. It is only at the centre that the

territory rifes imperceptibly, and forms a kind of moun- -
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tain, covered up to its fummit with plantations equally
convenient and agreeable, becaufe they were all efta-
blifhed in times of great opulence. The ifland is not
watered with rivers, but fprings of water fit for drink-
ing are rather common in it; and it is interfeGied
from one end to another by very fine roads. Thefe
all terminate at Bridgetown; a town badly fituated
but well built, where the commodities deftined for
exportation are embarked, although it be only a road
open to feveral winds.

The colony, divided into eleven parithes, doth not
afford one poft where an enemy once landed could
be ftopped ; and the landing, which is not poffible in:
{everal parts of the coaft, is very praticable in others,
notwithftanding the redoubts and batteries planted to
prevent it Military men think, that the fureft way
of fucceeding in an attack, would be to make it be-
tween the capital and the town of Hole-town.

This enterprife would require more confiderable
forces than might be imagined, confidering that Bar-
badoes hath no regular troops. It is filled with plant-
ers of {mall ftature, brave and a&ive, accuftomed to
military exercifes, and who probably would make
{carce lefs refiftance than a mercenary army. The ar~
mament deftined for this conqueft thould be difpatch-
ed from Europe; if it were formed at Martinico, or at
any other fettlement fituated to leeward, the Englith
{quadrons which would be in thofe latitudes, might
block up the port where the expedition was prepar-
ing, or might arrive at Barbadoes, time enough to di-
fturb the operations of the befiegers.

This ifland is to the windward of all the others, and

2L
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yet no great advantage can be reaped from its pofi- -

tion, confidered in a military light. It hath only fuch
harbours as are fit to receive veflels that come to trade
there; and though it be lefs expofed to ftorms and to
harricanes than the neighbouring latitudes, it doth not
offer at any time a fecure afylum to men of war, and
ftill lefs during the laft fix months of the year, when
the fea is more tempeftuous. The mother-country
B ijj
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xvi

B 0 0 X hath therefore formed no naval eftablithment upon it,

XIV.
!—-—V-l

The national {quadrons are never ftationed there ; and
if any of them fometimes appear, it is only for a little ;‘

* while. Thus it was, that, in 1561 and in 1762, du- ¢

Events that

have hap-
pened at
Antigua.

Produdtion

and ex-
pences of
that ifland.
‘The im-

ring the fine weather in the months of January and | ’
February, the fleets deflined for the conquet of Mar- |
tinico and of the Havannah were affembled there. '
Antigua, which hath a circular form, and is about
twenty miles long, was found totally uninhabited by
thofe few Frenchmen who fled thither in 1628, upon
being drivén from St. Chriftopher’s by the Spaniards,
The want of {prings, which doubtlefs was the reafon
why no favages had fettled there, induced thefe fugi- =

portance of tives to return, as foon as they could regain their for- |

it to Great

Briain, ~ Mer habitations. Some Englithmen,' more enterprif- |

tamilies on the ifland.

The number was not much increafed, when lord
Willoughby, to whom king Charles 11. had granted
the property of Antigua, fent over a confiderable
number of inhabitants at his own expence in 1666.
It is probable they would never have enriched them-
felves by the culture of tobacco, indigo, and ginger,

Codrington introduced into the Jﬂand which was then
wealth, 'in the year 1680, by the culture of fugar.

This being at firft black, harih, and coarfe, was re-
jected in England, and could only be difpofed of in

tion, and to {ell for as high a price, as any other.

reftored to the dominion of the ﬁate a fource of

Holland, and in the Hans towns, where it fold ata
much lower price than that of the other colonies. |
By the moft afliduous labour, art got the better of |
nature, and brought this fugar to as great a perfec- |

Every one was then defirous of extending this culs |

ing than either the French or the Caribs, flattered |
themfelves that they fhould overcome this great ob-
ftacle, by colle@ling the rain-water in cifterns; and .
they therefore fettled there. The year in which this °
fettlement was begun is not exaclly known ; but it ap- -
pears that in January 1640 there were ¢bout thirty

the only commodities they dealt in, had not colonel
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ture. In 1741 it employed three thoufand fivehundred 8 0 o &
and thirty-eight white men, and twenty-feven thou- *V-
{and four hundred and eighteen Negroes. Since that — ¥
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period, the number of free men hath been much di-
minifhed, and that of the {laves is confiderably in-
creafed. Their united labours produce eighteen or
twenty millions weight of raw {fugar, and a propor-
tionate quantity of rum. This income is confiderably
lefs in thofe feafons, which occur too frequently, when
the colony is afflicted with drought; and for this rea-
fon it is very much indebted.

All the tribunals are eftablifhed at St. John’s, fi-
tuated to the Weft of the ifland. The greateft part
of the trade hath been likewife concentrated in that
town. Unfortunately, its port is clofed up by a bar,
aupon which there is no more than twelve feet of
water. If the depth of water fhould flill decreafe,
the navigators will take in their cargoes to the north
of the colony, in the road of Parham, which is much
preferable to the one they now frequent, but which
1s infinitely lefs convenient for the colleding of the .
commodities. :

Motives of great importance fhould excite England
to prevent, by all poffible means, the decline of fo
valuable a fettlement. It is the only bulwark of the
numerous and fmall iflands which that country pof-
fefles in thefe latitudes. They all depend upon Anti-
gua, and upon the Englith Harbour, an excellent port,

~where the naval forces defigned for their proteétion,

anchor, and where the fquadrons find colleéted in arfe-
nals, and in well-ftocked magazines, the articles ne-
ceflary to carry on their operations. The maintenance

. of the fmall fortifications which furround the two prin-

cipal harbours; part of the pay of fix hundred men,
intrufted with their defence ;- the cofts occafioned by
the artillery ; all thefe expences are defrayed by the
colony, and abforb two-thirds of the 272,582 livres
{11,3571. 11s. 8d.] which it is obliged to require an-
nually from its inhabitants. '

This is too great a burden. In order to diminith

B 1
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B 0 0 K the weight of it, the affembly of the ifland thought of

XIvV.

laying a ‘tax upon thofe proprietors who thould refide

in Europe: but the mother-country annulled a regu-

lation which was evidently injurious ta the liberty of
indiyiduals. The colony then ordered, that the plant-
ers {hould for the future have only one white man, or
two white women, to every fet of thirty Negroes.
This law, which was adopted by feveral other iflands,
is not much attended to, becaufe it is lefs expenfive to
tranfgrefs it, than to maintain free men, whofe attend-
ance cannot be compelled. The penalties, therefore,
which are regulated for punifhing the tranfgreflion of

this law, are become one of the greateft refources of _:

the public treafury of that fettlement.
Its legiflative body hath fometimes difplayed a re-
markable fhare of courage.  The Englith iflands have

no coin which belongs properly to themfelves: that

" which is circulated there is all foreign, The mother-

country thought it neceflary to fettle the value of it
in the beginning of the century. This arrangement
was judged to be contrary to the intereft of the colo-
ny, who themfelves fettled it upon a higher footing,
It was natural to imagine, that parliament would an-
nul an aé fo repugnant to their authority. The law-
yers agreed, if that event fhould take place, never to
lend their affiftance to any of thofe who fhould have
refufed to accept the coin at the price fixed by the
affembly. ot 24

Another occurrence exhibited, in a fill fironger
light, the kind of f{pirit which prevailed at Antigua.
The governor, colonel Park, fetting equally at defi-
ance the laws of morality and decency, was unreftrain-
ed and intemperate in all his proceedings. The colo-
ny demanded, and obtained, his recal. As he did not
feem difpofed to depart, feveral of the moft confider-
able inhabitants went to expoftulate with him, in the
ftrongeft terms, upon this kind of difobedience. 'They
were repulfed with brutality by his guards. The peo-

ple took up arms, and the tyrant was attacked in his

own houfe, and maffacred. His-body was then thrown
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naked into the ftreet, and mutilated by thofe whofes 0 0 x
bed he had difhonoured. The mother-country, more *!V-
moved by the facred rights of nature than jealous of
her own authority, overlooked an a@& which her vigi-

lance ought to have prevented, but which fthe was too
equitable to revenge. It is only the part of tyranny

to excite a rebellion, and then to quench it in the
blood of the opprefled. Machiavelifm, which teaches
princes the art of being feared and detefted, diredis

them to ftifle the vitims whofe cries grow importu-

nate. Humanity prefcribes to kings, juftice in legifla-

tion, mildnefs in government, lenity to prevent infur-
rections, and mercy to pardon them. Religion enjoins
obedience to the people; but God, above all things,
requires equity in princes. If they violate it, innu-
merable witnefles will rife up againft a fingle man at™

the final judgment. :

The council of Antigua doth not-extend its jurifdic-
tion over the neighbouring iflands, which have all their
particular affemblies: but the governor of Antigua is
alfo governor of the other iflands, except Barbadoes,
which, on account of its pofition and importance, hath
deferved particular diftintion. This governor-general
muft pay an annual vifit to the places under his autho-,
rity ; and he ufually begins his tour by Mont{errat.

This ifland, difcovered in 1493 by Columbus, and state of che
occupied in 1632 by#he Englifh, is only eight or nine frem
leagues in circumference. The favages, who lived the Englith
peaceably in it, were expelled, according to cuftom, & Mert-
by the ufurpers. This a& of injuftice was not at firft
followed with any very fortunate circumftances.. The
progrefs of the new fettlement was for a long time {o
flow, that fix and fifty years after its foundation it
{carce contained feven hundred inhabitants. It was
not till towards the end of the century, that the popu-
lation, both in white men and Negroes, became as nu-
merous as it could be in fo confined a pofieflion. Su-
gar-canes were then f{ubftituted to commodities of lit-
tle value, which had occafioned their planters to lan-
g)ul{h in a ftate of mifery. War and the elements ovet.
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‘B 00 K threw, at feveral intervals, the beft-founded expecta.’
., tions, and obliged the colonifts to contra@ debts which -
are not yet paid off. At the prefent period, the adi.
vity of a thoufand free perfons, and the labours of!

XIv
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eight thoufand flaves, produce five or fix millions

‘weight of raw fugar, upon plains of little extent, orin|

2

valleys which are fertilized by the waters falling from

the mountains., One of the difadvantages of this ifland,

the public expences of which do not exceed annually

they fee a ftorm approaching, to put out to fea, or to

49,887 livres [2078l. r2s.6d.], is, that it has not one
fingle harbour where the lading and unlading can eafi.
ly be made. The fhips would even be in danger up-
on thefe coafts, if the mafters did not take care, when

take fhelter in fome neighbouring harbour. Nevisis
expofed to the fame inconvenience. -

The moft generally received opinion is, that the

and prefent E0glith fettled on this ifland in 1628. It is properly

{tate of the

ifland of
Nevis,

nothing more than a very high mountain, of an eafy
afcent, and crowned with tall trees. The plantations

lie all round, and, beginning at the fea-fide, are con-
tinued almoft to the top of the mountain; but the
higher they ftand, the lefs fertile they are, becaufe the

foil grows more ftony. This ifland is watered by ma-

ny {treams, which would be fo many fources of plen-
ty, if they did not, in ftormy weather, fwell into tor-
rents, wath away the lands, amd:deftroy the treafures
they have produced. # |

The colony of Nevis was a model of virtue, order,
and piety.” Thefe exemplary manners have been ow-
ing to the paternal care of the firft governor.? This

incomparable man infpired all the inhabitants, by his
own example, with a love of labour, a reafonable eco-

nomy, and innocent recreations. The perfon who

commanded, and thofe who obeyed, were all adtuated

by the fame principle of the firicteft equity. So rapid

was the progrefs of this fingular fettlement, that, if we =

may credit all the accounts of thofe times, it {foon con-
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tained 10,000 white people and 20,000 blacks. ~ Ad-

mitting even that fuch a population, upon a territory
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of two leagues in length and one in breadth, fhoulds o o x
be exaggerated, ftill it will fhow the amazing but in- *IV-
fallible effe@ of virtue, in promoting the profperity of

a well-regulated fociety. -

But even virtue itfelf will not fecure either indivi-
duals or focieties from the calamities of nature, or from
the injuries of fortune. In 1689 a dreadful mortality
{wept away half this happy colony. It was ravaged
-in 1706 by a French fquadron, which carried off three
or four thoufand flaves. 'The next year the ruin of
this ifland was completed, by the moft violent hurri-
cane ever recorded. .Since this feries of difafters, it
has recovered a little. It contains fix hundred free
men and five thoufand {laves, the taxes upon whom
do not exceed 45,000 livres [18%5L], and who fend to
England three or four millions weight of raw fugar,
the whole of which is fhipped under the walls of the
agreeable city called Charleftown. Perhaps thofe who
repine moft at the deftruction of the Americans and
the flavery of the Africans, would receive fome confo-
lation if the Europeans were every where as humane
as the Englith have been in this ifland of Nevis, and
if all the iflands in America were as well cultivated in
proportion ; but nature and fociety afford few in-
ftances of fuch miraculous profperity. ;

Saint Chriftopher’s was the nurfery of all the En- st. chiifo-
glith and French colonies in America. Both nationsPiers.
arrived there on the fame day, in 1625. They fhared it divid-
the ifland between them, figned a perpetual neutrality, & Pgveen
and entered into a mutual engagement to aflift each andFrench,
other againft their common enemy the Spaniard, who f;;;f;’i'
for a century paft had invaded or difturbed the tweotirelyto
hemifpheres. Unfortunately, by an inconfiderate kind 7 B!
of convention, hunting, fifhing, the woods, the har-
bours, and the (alt-pits, had all been left in common.

"This arrangement mixed too many perfons together,
who could not be agreeable to each other, and jea-
loufy foon divided thofe whom a temporary intereft
had united. This fatal paffion created daily quarrels,

fkirmifhes, and devaftations ; but thefe were only do-
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5 0 o  meftic animofities, in which the refpective governments
L XIV. took no part. Concerns of greater importance having,
in 1666, kindled between the two mother-countriesa.
war, which continued almoft uninterruptedly during:
the remainder of the century, their fubjeds in St
Chriftopher’s fought with a degree of obftinacy that.
was not to be found elfewhere. Sometimes conquer.
ors and fometimes conquered, they alternately drove
each other from their plantations. This long conteft, -
in which both parties alternately had the advantage,
was terminated by the total expulfion of the French
in 1702 ; and the peace of Utrecht cut off all their
hopes of ever returning thither. :
"This was no great facrifice for a people who had
never ferioufly attended to the care of cultivating
produdions upon their domain. Their population
amounted but to 667 white people, of all ages and
both fexes, 29 free blacks, and 659 flaves. All thek
herds confifted only of 265 head of horned cattle; and
154 horfes. They cultivated nothing but a little cot--
ton and indigo, and had but one fingle fugar planta.
tion. :
What St. Though the Englith bad for a long time made 2
gﬁ‘:ﬁ?e_ greater advantage of this ifland, yet they did not im-.
came under mediately reap all the benefit they might have done
;h;,f,-,’;f“h from having the fole poffeflion of it. This conquelt
met.  was for a long time a prey to rapacious governors,
who fold the lands for their own profit, or gave them
away to their creatures, though they could only war-
rant the duration of the fale, or grant, during the term
of their adminiftration, The parliament of England
at length remedied this evil, by ordering, that all lands
{thould be put up to auction, and the purchafe-money
paid into the public coffers. After this prudent regu-
lation, the new plantations were as well cultivated a
the old ones. ;
- The ifland, which is in general narrow, but very:
ymequally fo, may bave an extent of thirty-fix leagues.
{quare. Mountains, thick {fet and barren, though co-
yered with verdure, and which occupy one third of
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8 the territory, interfeét it almoft throughout its wholes 0 0 & .
g length. From the foot of thefe mountains iffue an XV
4 infinite number of {prings, which, unfortunately, are ~
g for the moft part dried up in the dry feafons. Scat-
t.  tered over the plain we meet with a number of agree-
al  able, neat, and convenient habitations, which are or-
- namented with avenues, fountains, and groves. The
ve  tafte for tural life, which the Englifh have retained
f,  more than any other civilized nation in Europe, pre-
¢, vails in the higheft degree at St. Chriftopher’s. They
ch - never had the leaft occafion to form themfelves into
it {mall focieties, in order to pafs away the time ; and, if
" the French had not left there a fmall town, where
al  their manners are preferved, they would flill be unac-
g quainted with that kind of focial life which is produc-
o0 tive of more altercations than pleafures ; which is kept
id up by gallantry, and terminates in debauchery ; which -
il begins with convivial joys, and ends in the quarrels of
il gaming. Inftead of this image of union, which is in
t-  fa& only a beginning of difcord, the reprefentatives of
2 the proprietors, who are almoft all of them fettled in
Europe, the number of which amounts to eighteen
a  hundred, live upon the plantations; from whence
1. they gather, by the labour of twenty-four or twenty-
ne five thoufand flaves, eighteen millions weight of raw
et fugar, which is the fineft in the New World. This
1, produce enables the colony to provide with eafe for
m the public expences, which do not annually exceed
- 68,145 livres 10 fols [2839]. 7s. 11d.].
o It was at St. Chriftopher’s, that in 1756 was exhi- Wretched
nd bited a fcene worthy of being recounted. s

ds A Negro had, from his childhood, partook of the ﬁﬁi?:;

¢y amufements of his young mafter. This familiarity, gy
u-  which is commonly fo dangerous, extended the ideas fophers.
i of the flave, without altering his charater., Quazy

foon deferved to be chofen overfeer over the labours
1j.  and over the plantations; and he difplayed in that
€5 important poft an uncommon fhare of underftanding
0- and an indefatigable zeal. His condu& and his ta-

of lents increafed his favour, which appeared to be un-
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B 0 o Kk alterably fixed, when this direCtor, hitherto fo much
beloved and fo much diftinguifhed, was fufpected of

having infringed the eftablifhed laws of the -police, Ei
and publicly threatened with an humiliating punifh.®
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ment.

ment, infli¢ted too readily and too frequently upon
his equals, is infinitely jealous of that diftin&ion.
Qxazy, who dreaded fhame more than the grave, and
who did not flatter himfelf with being able to avert
the fentence pronounced againft him by his entreaties,
went out in the midft of the night, in order to obtain
a powerful mediation. His mafter unfortunately per-
ceived him, and attempted to ftop him. They grap.
pled with each other ; and thefe two dexterous and
vigorous champions wreftled for fome time with va.
ried fuccefs. At length the flave threw down his in-
flexible mafter, and kept him in that difagreeable fi.

A flave who hath for a long time eicaped chaftife. E |

tuation ; when, putting a dagger to his breaft, he ad-

drefled him in the following terms:
“ Mafter, I have been brought up with you. Your.

“ pleafures have been mine. My heart hath never
¢ known any other interefts than yours. I am inno-

“ cent of the. trifling offence of which I am accufed;
¢« but had I even been guilty of it, you ought to have
“ forgiven me. All my fenfes are roufed with indig-
¢« nation at the recolleétion of the affront which you
“ are preparing for me ; and thus it is that 1 will avoid
“ it.” On faying thefe words, he cut his own throat,
and fell down dead, without curfing the tyrant, whom
he covered with his blood.

In the fame ifland, love and friendfhip have been
fignalized by a tragic event, which hath never been
paralleled either in fable or in hiftory.

Two Negroes, both young, handfome, robuft, cou-
rageous, and born with a foul of an uncommon caff,
had been fond of each other from their infancy. Part-
ners in the fame labours, they were united by their |
fufferings ; which, in feeling minds, form a ftronger
attachment than‘pleafure_s% If they were not happy,

e T A e e N T oo X e 2

> s

{i




115

)-
3§
dv;

)

=

N THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.,

- they comforted each other at leaft in their mifery. s o o x
- Love, which generally obliterates the remembrance of, X1V-

~ all misfortunes, ferved only to make theirs complete.
. A Negro girl, who was likewife a flave, and whofe

eyes fparkled, no doubt, with greater vivacity and fire
from the contraft of her dark complexion, excited an
equal flame in the hearts of thefe two friends. The
girl, who was more capable of in{piring than of feel-
ing a ftrong paffion, would readily have accepted ei-
ther ; but neither of them would deprive his friend of
her, or yield her up to him. Time ferved only to in-

- creafe the torments they {uffered, without affe@ing

their friendfhip or their love. Oftentimes did tears of
anguifh ftream from their eyes, in the midft of the de-
monftrations of friendfhip they gave each other, at the

. fight of the too beloved objeét that threw them into

defpair. They fometimes {wore that they would love
her no more, and that they would-rather part with life
than forfeit their friend(hip. The whole plantation
was moved at the fight of thefe conflits. The love
of the two friends for the beautiful Negro girl was the

‘topic of every converfation.

One day they followed her into a wood ; there each
embraced her, clafped her a thoufand times to his heart,-
{wore all the oaths of attachment, and called her every
tender name that love could fuggeft; when, fuddenly,
without {peaking or looking at each other, they both

plunged a dagger into her breaft. She expired, and

they mingled their tears and groans with her laft
breath. They roared aloud, and made the wood re-
found with their violent outcries. A flave came run-
nmg to their aflifance, and faw them at a ditance
fiifling the vi®tim of their extraordinary paflion with
their kiffes. . He called out to fome others, who foon
came up, and found thefe two friends embracing each
other upon the body of this unhappy girl, and bathed

- 10 her blood, while they themfelves were expiring in

the fireams that flowed from their own wounds.
Thgfe lpvers and thefe friends were flaves. - Is it in
fo degrading a fration that we fee fuch adtions as muft

4
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B 0 0 K aftonifth the whole world ? If there can be a man wha
XV is not firuck with horror and compaflion at the great.
- nels of this ferocious love, Nature muft have formed
him, not for the flavery of the Negroes, but for the’
tyranny of their mafters. Such a man muft have liv.}
ed without commiferating others, and will die without| -
comfort ; he muft never have fhed a tear, and none|
will ever be fhed for him. 8

&

Particolari-  Barbuda, which belongs entirely to the Codrington

tescon-  family, and the circumference of which is fix or feven
Babuda. leagues, hath dangerous coafts. This is perhaps the
moft even of all the American iflands. The trees which
cover it are weak, and not very high, becaufe there aref
never more than fix or feven inches of earth upon af
layer of lime-flone. Nature hath placed great plenty’
of turtles here; and caprice hath occafioned the fend.’
ing thither of deer, and feveral kinds of game; chance’
hath filled the woods with pintados, and other fowls,
‘efcaped from the veflels after fome fhipwreck. Upon
this foil are fed oxen, horfes, and mules, for the labours
of the neighbouring fettlements. No other culture it
known there, except that of the kind of corn which is
neceffaty for the feeding of the numerous herds, in’
thofe feafons when the pafture fails. Its population is’
reduced to three hundred and fifty flaves, and to the
{mall number of free men who are appointed to over-
look them. - This private property pays no tribute to
the nation, though it be fubject to the tribunals of An.
tigua. The air here is very pure and very wholefome, "
Formerly, the fickly people of the other Englifh iflands
went to breatheit, in order to ftop the progrefs of their
difeafes, or to recover their firength. This cuftom hath |
ceafed, fince fome of them have indulged themfelvesin
parties of deftru&ive chafe. , ¢
Muft men then be fuffered to perith, in order that
animals fhould be preferved? How is it poflible that fo |
atrocious a cuftom, which draws down the imprecaai
tion of almoft all Europe upon the fovereigns and upon
the lords of our countries, fhould be fuffered, and
thould even be eftablifhed, beyond the feas? I have;.
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afkked this queftion, and I have been anfwered, that thes o0 o k
ifland belonged to the Codringtons ; and that they had *V-
a right to difpofle of their property at their pleafure.
I now atk, Whether this right of property, which is
undoubtedly facred, hath not its limits? W hether this
right, in a variety of circumftances, be not facrificed to
public good ? Whether the man who is in poffeflion of
a fountain, can refufe water to him who is dying with
thirf? Whether any of the Codrington family would
partake of one of thofe precious pintados, that had coft
his countryman or his fellow-creature his life? Whea
ther the man who fhould be conviéted of having fuf-
fered a fick perfon to die at his door, would be fuffi-
ciently punifhed by the general execration? And whe-
ther he would not deferve to be dragged before the
tribunals of juftice as an aflaflin? Pofleflor of Barbuda,
thou art the aflaffin of all thofe whom thou doft de-
prive of the falubrity of the air, which would have pre-
{etved them ; and if this circumftance thould not drive
thee to defpair upon thy death-bed, it is becaufe thine
heart will bid defiance to the divine juftice! Haften,
therefore, to recal that thamelefs reprefentative, who,
in his concern for a feraglio of Mulatto women, in
whom, it is faid, all his delights are centered, rigoroufly
purfues the execution of your barbarous prohibition.
Anguilla is feven or eight leagues in length, and is 1y, cjjony
very unequal in its breadth, which never exceeds two of Anguilla
leagues. Neither mountains, nor woods, nor rivers, o

wretched,
ate found upon it, and its foil is nothing more than andis fate

chalk. oo
Some wandering Englifhmen fettled upon this porous

and friable rock towards the year 1650. After an ob-

flinate labour, they at length fucceeded in obtaining

from this kind of turf a little cotton, a fmall quantity -

of millet-feed, and fome potatoes. Six veins of vege-

tating earth, which were in procefs of time difcovered,

teceived fugar canes, which, in the beft harveft, yield

116 more than fifty thoufand weight of fugar, and fome-

times only five or fix thoufand. Whatever elfe comes
aut-of the colony hath been introduced into it clan-
Fol. V7, G
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s o o k deftinely from Santa Cruz, where the inhabitants of |
XIV. A nguilla have formed feveral plantations. B
¥ In feafons of drought, which are but too frequent,
the ifland hath no other refource but in a lake, the falt |
of which is {old to the people of New England ; and
:n the fale of {heep and goats, which thrive better in
this dry climate, and upon thefe arid plains, than in the |
reft of America. : ;
" Anguilla reckons no more than two hundreed free
inhabitants, and five hundred flaves. Neverthelefs, it
hath an affembly of its own, and even a chief, who 1
always chofen by the inhabitants, and confirmed by the -
governor of Antigua. A foreigner who fhould be fent :
to govern this feeble fettlement, (yvould infallibly be
driven away by men who have pre erved fomething of
the independent manners, and of the rather favage
charaéer of their anceftors.
The coaft of this ifland affords but two harbours ;
and even in thefe very {mall veflels only can anchor.
They are both defended by four pieces of cannon,
which, for half a century paft, have been entirely un-
fit for fervice. . ;
rortolais . The Virgin Iflands are a group of about fixty fmall
theonly - iflands, moft of them mountainous, dry, and arid, where
Virgin the Spaniards of Porto-Rico were for a long time alone
anc® e employed in catching turtle, which were very plenty
fngﬁml' there. The Dutch had juft begun a fmall fettlement
havecult- at Tortola, one of the beft of thefe iflands, and that
o which lgath the fafeﬁ: harbour, When, in 1666, they
ment cei- ywere driven from it by the Englith ; who foon after
difperfed themfelves over the neighbouring {mall iflands
and rocks. There they lived, during near a century,
like favages, employed folely in the culture of cotton.
It was not till after the peace of 1748 that their in-
duftry was turned towards fugar, of which they have
fince regularly fent to the mother-country four or five
millions weight. 1
_ Before this period, there had not been any regular
form of government, nor any public worfhip,at Tortola
Both the one and the other have been very recently’

CET A |
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' eftablithed ; and what perhaps was more difficult tos 0 o &
. bring about, the inhabitants have been prevailed upon XIV-
to pay the treafury four and a half per cent. on the '
going out of their productions. A prudent adminiftra-
tion would have folicited a bill to fecure the feveral
properties, all, or almoft all, of which have been tranf-
mitted in an irregular manner; and if they were juri-
dically attacked, there are few colonifts who might nos
be legally ruined.

Here then is'an inftance, at Tortola; of the govern-

. ment being very eager to draw money from the colo-
nifts, and caring very little about fecuring their felici-
ty, although it would have coft them only a little be-
nevolence, without any kind of facrifice. Is it poffible
to fay to men in a more impudent manner, “ You are

» “ nothing to us ; you have only to continue fill to pay

“ usj and when you fhall no longer be able to do it,

5 “ you may perifh, you may die; we care very little

“ about the matter? The concern we take in your

“ fate isin proportion to the fums you fupply us with.”

Such inhuman fentiments are never uttered in any

place; but ftill this is the way in which people think

and akt in all parts. = Subjes are every where treated

as we do the mines, which we ceafe to attend to when

they yield no more ore. 1t is every where forgotten,

Y that, with'a fimall fhare of Juftice and prote@ion, they

AL would become an inexhauttible fund. Empires-in all

at"  parts think themfelves eternal, and thofe who govern

Y them condué themfelves as if they had not one day to

¢ laft. The fame danger that threatens Tortola, does

& not extend itfelf to Jamaica. 4

Y This ifland, which lies to leeward of the other En- Defeription

B glithiflands,and which geographers have ranked among ©f Jamaic

0~ the greater Antilles, may be forty-three or forty-four

ve  leaguesin length, and fixteen or feventeen in its great-

¢ eft breadth. It is interfeGted with feveral ridges of

high, craggy mountains, where dreadful rocks are

heaped one upon another. = Their barrennefs does not

. Dbrevent their being covered all over with a prodigious

IE  quantity. of ‘trees of different kinds, that firike their

- C ij
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B 0 0 K roots through the clefts of the rocks, and attract the

3

The Spa-
niards dif~
cover Ja-
maica, and
{ettle there
fome time
after.

moifture that is depofited there by ftorms and frequent

fogs. This perpetual verdure, kept up and embe lifh- ©

ed by a multitude of plentiful cafcades, makes a con-
ftant {fpring all the year round, and exhibits the moft
enchanting profpe& in nature.. But thefe waters,

which fall from the barren fummits, and fertilize the °

plains below, are brackith and unwholefome. The

climate is ftill more dangerous. Of all the American

iflands, Jamaica is the moft deftrudive. Men perifh
there very rapidly ; and although the lands have been

cleared for two centuries paft, yet there are fill fome
very fruitful diftricts, even near the capital, where a
free man would not pafs the night, unlefs ina cafe of .
E

extreme neceflity.

Columbus difcovered this great ifland in 1494, but |
made no fettlement there. Eight years after, he was |
thrown upon it by a ftorm. Having loft his fhips, and |
being unable to get away, he implored the humanity |
of the favages, who gave him all the affiftance that na- -
tural pity {uggefts. But thefe people, who cultivated |
no more land than what was juft f{ufficient to fupply |

their own wants, foon grew tired of fupporting firan. .
gers, to the manifeft ritk of ftarving themfelves, and |
infenfibly withdrew from their neighbourhood. The
Spaniards, who had already indifpofed the Indians
againft them by repeated adlts of violence, grew out-
rageous, and proceeded fo far as to take up arms againft |
a humane and equitable chief, becaufe he difapproved |
of their ferocity. = Golumbus availed himfelf of one of |
thofe natural phenomena, in which a man of genius
may fometimes find a refource, which he may be ex-
cufed for having recourfe to in a cafe of urgent ne-
ceflity. :

From the knowledge he had acquired in aftronomy, |

he knew there would foon' be an eclipfe of the moom | :
He took advantage of this circumftance, and fummon- § -

ed all the Caciques in the neighbourhood to come and |
hear fomething that nearly concerned them, and was |
eflential to their prefervation. He then pronounced

i,
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with emphafis, as if he were infpired: 75 punifb you for 8 0 o x
the cruelty with which you fuffer my companions and me V-

to perifb, the God whom I worfbip is going to Srike you
with bis moft terrible judgments.  This very evening you
will fee the moon turn red, then grow dark, and withiold
ber light from you. This will be only a prelude to your
calamusies, if you obftinately perfift in refufing to Sive us
/ food. «

. The admiral had fcarce done {peaking, when his
prophecies were fulfilled. The favages were terrified
beyond meafure ; they thought they were all loft ;
they begged for mercy, and promifed to do any thing
that thould be defired. They were then told, that
heaven, moved with their repentance, was appeafed,
and that nature was going to refume her wonted
courfe. From that moment, provifions were fent in
from all quarters ; and Colambus was never in want
of any during the time he remained there.

It was Don Diego, the {Hn of this extraordinary man,
who fixed the Spaniards at Jamaica. In 1509, he fent
thither feventy robbers from St. Domingo, under the
command of John d’Efquimel; and others foon fol.
lowed, It feemed as if they all went over to this
peaceable ifland, for no other purpofe than to {hed hu.
man blood. Thofe barbarians never fheathed their
fword while there was one inhabitant left to preferve
the memory of a numerous, mild, plain, and hofpitable
people. It was happy for the earth that thefe mur-
derers were not to fupply their place. They had no
inclination to multiply in an ifland, where no gold was
to be found. Their cruelty did not anfwer the pur-
pole of their avarice ; and the earth, which they had
drenched with blood, feemed to refufe her affiftance to
fecond the barbarous efforts they had made to fix

there. Every fettlement raifed upon the afhes of the
.f Matives grew unfuccefsful, when labour and defpair

had completed the defiru@ion of a few favages who
had efcaped the fury of the firft conquefts. That of St.
)80 de lu Vega was the only one that {upported itfelf.
Lhe inhabitants of that town, plunged in 1dlenefs, the
| C iij
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B 0 o X ufual confequence of tyranny after devaftation, werg
_XWW.  content with living upon the produce of fome few

~ plantations, and the overplus they {old to the fhips that
pafled by their coafts. The whole population of the
colony centered in the little {pot that fed this race of
deftroyers, confifted of 1500 flaves, commanded by as

town, took it, and fettled there in 1655.

many tyrants, when the Englifh came and attacked the

e LA

S e e
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Jamaicaﬁ The Englith brought the fatal fources of difcord
b he £ne along with them. At firft the new colony was only

' %‘iﬁ:{st b inhabited by three thoufand of that fanatical militia,

ifland fince

becomema- ;. . IV el oL ’
e | reft and peace in America, or comfort after their

parties in Europe, followed them beyond the feas.

been acted in England, had not Penn and Venables,
the conquerors of Jamaica, given the command of the
ifland to the moft prudent man among them, who

conquering fellow-citizen, had not yet loft any of his

his own party in his flead, and Dudley was as often
reftored to his office by the death of his opponents.
The confpiracies that were forming againft him were

kept the balance even between the faction his heart

be prevailed upon to accept of a falary, being con-

This was fufficient to have renewed in America the
{cenes of horror and bloodfhed which had fo often

attachment to the Stuarts. Twice did Cromwell, who
had difcovered his fecret fentiments, appoint fome of
difcovered and fruftrated. He never {uffered the {mall-

eft breach of difcipline to go unpunifhed ; and always

tent to live upon the produce of bis own plantations .

heemap. - which had fought and conquered under the ftandards
penedinthe of the republican party. Thefe were foon followed -
they have by a multitude of royalifls, who were in hopes of find- -

defeat. The divifions which had prevailed for {o long "
a time, and with fo much violence, between the two

happened to be the oldeft officer. This was Dudley,
who, although he had fubmitted to the authority of 3

detefted, and the party he was attached to. Heex-'
cited induftry; and encouraged it by his attention,
his advice, and his example. His authority was en-.
forced by his difinterefted behaviour. He never could.
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in private life, he was plain and familiar; in officess 0 0 x
an intrepid warrior, a fteady and ftri® commander, X1v.
and a wife politician. His manner of governing was
altogether military, becaufe he was obliged to reftrain
or to regulate an infant colony, wholly compofed of
foldiers ; and to prevent and repulfe any invafion from
the Spaniards, who might attempt to recover what
they had loft.

But when Charles II. was called to the crown, by
the nation that had deprived his father of it, a form
of civil government was eftablithed at Jamaica, mo-
delled, like thofe of the other iflands, upon that of
the mother-country. It was not, however, till the
year 1682, that the code of laws was drawn up, which
to this day preferves the colony in all its vigour.
Three of thefe wife ftatutes merit the attention of our
political readers.

' The defign of the firft is to excite the citizens to
the defence of their country, without prejudice to their
private fortunes ; which might otherwife divert them
from attending to it. It enadls, that whatever mil-
chief is done by the enemy, fhall be immediately made
good by the ftate; or at the expence of all the {ub-
Jedts, if the money found in the treafury fhould prove
infufficient, '

Another law concerns the means of increafing po-
pulation. Itenadts, that every fhip-captain who brings
a man into the colony, who is unable to pay for his
paffage, fhall receive a general gratuity of 22 livres 10
fols [18s. 9d.]. The particular-gratuity is 168 livres
15 {ols [about 41.] for every perfon brought from Eng-
land or Scotland; 133 livres [3l. 11s. 6d.] for every
perfon brought from Ireland ; ~8 livres 15 fols [about
3l 5. 7d.] for every perfon brought fiém the conti-
nent of America ; and 45 livres [1l. 175, 6d.] for every
perfon brought from yhe other iflands.

The third law tends to the encouragement of agri-
culture.  When a proprietor of land is unable to pay
either the intereft or capital of the money he has bor-
rowed, his plantation is fold at a price fixed by twelve

C iiij
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8 0 o ¥ planters. The value of the plantation, whatever it

XIV. may be, frees the debtor entirely from any further ob~ =
ligation ; but if it {hould exceed his debt, the over- =

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

plus muft be ceturned to him. This regulation, though

it may be thought partial, yet it hath the merit of

abating the rtigour of the landlord’s and merchant’s

of the foil, and of mankind in general. The creditor
is feldom a fufferer by it, becaufe he is upon his guard;

and the debtor is more obliged to be vigilant and ho-

neft, if he means to find credit. Confidence then be-
comes the bafis of all agreements ; and confidence is
only to be gained by the pradtice of virtue.

Time hath produced other regulations, It was per-
ceived that the Jews, fettled in great numbers in Ja-
maica, made a jeft of deceiving the tribunals of jul-
tice. A magiftrate imagined that this evil might arife

law-fuits againft the planter. It is to the advantage

SRS S
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from the circumftance of the Bible, which was pre-
fented to them, being in Englith. It was determined

that they fhould take their oath in future upon the =

Tebrew text ; and after this precaution, perjuries be- ¢

came infinitely lefs frequent.

In 1461, it was decided, that every man who was = |
not a white man could not inherit more than 13,629

livres 3 fols 4 deniers [about 567l 17s. 73d.).  This

ftatate was difpleafing to feveral members of the Af-

fembly, who were incenfed at the circumftance of de-

priving affe@tionate fathers of the fatisfaction of leav- |
ing a fortune, purchafed by long labours, to their be- B
loved pofterity, becaufe they were not of the fame
colour. Difputes arofe, and the parliament of Eng-
land took part in them. One of the moft celebrated -
orators in the Houfe of Gommons declared openly

againft the Negroes. His opinion was, that they were

a fet of vile beings, of a {pecies different from ours.
The teftimony of Montefquien *¢3s the ftrongeft of his

arguments, and he read with confidence the ironical

. chapter of laws upon flavery. None of his hearers
fufpected the real views of fo judicious a writer, and
his authority influenced the whole Britifh fenate.
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Thé whole Britith fenate! The whole legiflative

bady, aflembled to difcufs the interefts of the nation,
" and to determine gravely upon a motion, which, from

o ics injuftice and unreafonablenefs, deferved only to be

* rejetted with contempt ! And wherefore fhould it not
" have been determined that the Blacks fhould be en-
© tirely difinherited ? If their colour gave a fanction to

deprive them of a portion of their fathers fortunes,
why not equally to deprive them of the whole? Opi-
nions fo palpably abfurd, fhould have been combated
by ridicule, and not by arguments: and if even, con-
trary to all probability, this had been the fentiment.of

- Montefquieu, of what avail would his authority have

been? The Englifh fhould at leaft have made them-

. felves certain of the true meaning of the author.
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The bill was going to be -extended to the Indians,
when one man, lefs blinded than the reft, oblerved,
that it would be a horrible piece of injuftice to con-
found the ancient proprietors of the ifland with the
Africans ; and that, moreover, there were not above
five or fix families of the former remaining.

The colony had already acquired fome degree of
fame before thefe laws had been made. Some adven-
turers, as well from hatred and national jealouly, as
from a reftlefs difpofition and want of fortune, attack-
ed the Spanifh fhips. Thele pirates were {econded by
Cromwell’s foldiers, who, retaining nothing after his
death, except that public averfion which their former
fuccefles had drawn upon them, went into America in
quett of promotion, which they could never expe& in
Europe. - Thefe were joined by a multitude of En-
glilhmen of both parties, accuftomed to blood by the
z,:wxl wars which had ruined them. Thefe men, eager
for rapine and carnage, plundered the feas, and rava-
ged the coafts of America. ' Jamaica was the place
where the fpoils of Mexico and Peru were always
})rought by the Englifh, and frequently by foreigners.
They found in this ifland more eafe; a better recep-
tion, protection, and freedom, than any where elfe,

41
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3 0 o K whether for landing,” or for fpending, as they chofe,
XIV.  the fpoils arifing from their plunder. Here extrava.

riches, which had been opened about the year 1672,

the throne of Spain.

\ ple of Jamaica. They were afraid that the South Sea

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

gance and debauchery foon.plunged them again into -
indigence. ‘This only incitement to their fanguinary
induftry made them haften to commit frefh depreda.
tions. Thus the colony reaped the benefit of their
perpetual viciflitudes of fortune, and enriched itfelf by
the vices which were both the fource and the ruin of |
their wealth. &

When this deftrutive race became extinét, by rea-
{fon of the frequency of the murders they committed,
the funds they had left behind, and which, indeed,
had been taken from ufurpers ftill more unjuft and
cruel than themfelves, proved a frefh fource of opu-
lence, by facilitating the means of opening a clandef- |
tine trade with the Spanifh fettlements. This vein of f

gradually increafed, and with great rapidity, towards
the end of the century. Some Portuguefe, with a ca- |
pital of three millions [125,000l.], of which the fove.

reign had advanced two thirds, engaged, in 1696, to}
furnifh the fubje@s of the court of Madrid with five:
thoufand blacks, each of the five years that their trea. |
ty was to laft. This Company drew a great many of 5
thofe flaves from Jamaica. From that time the colo-
nifts had conftant conne&ions with Mexico and Perw,
either by means of the Portuguefe agents, or by the}
captains of their own fhips employed in this trade
But this intercourfe was fomewhat flackened by the
war which broke out on account of the fucceflion to}

Sea

R

At the peace, the Afliento treaty alarmed the peo-

SRR

Company, which was appointed to furnifh the Spanifh
colonies with Negroes, would entirely exclude them
from all accefs to the gold mines. All the efforts they
made to break this regulation, could not produce any
alteration in the meafures of the Enghih miniftry.
They wifely forefaw that the aivity of the Aflientillif -
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1§ would prove a frefh motive of emulation for increafing s 0 o x

¢he contraband trade formerly carried on; and thefe *!V-

)L yiews were found to be juft. ‘

't The illicit trade of Jamaica was carried on in a very

| fimple manner. ~An Englifh veffel pretended to be in

'L want of water, wood, or provifions; that her maft was

4 broken; or-that fhe had fprung a leak, which could

t! not be difcovered or ftopped without unloading. The

?3 governor permitted the fhip to-come into the harbour

to refic : but, for form fake, and to exculpate himfelf

to his court, he ordered a feal to be affixed to the door

of the warehoufe where the goods were depofited ;

while another door was left unfealed, through which

the merchandife that was exchanged in this trade was

carried in and out by ftealth. When the whole tran{-

action was ended, the &ranger, who was always in want

of money, requefted that he might be permitted to fell

as much as would pay his charges ; and it would have

been too cruel to refufe this permiffion. ‘It was necef-

‘! fary that the governor, or his agents, might fafely dif-

'f  pole in public of what they had previoufly bought in

ef ~ fecret ; as it would always be taken for granted, that

5 what they fold could be no other than the goods that
'

were allowed to be bought. In this manner were the
greatelt cargoes difpofed of.
' The court of Madrid thought to put a ftop to thefe
°F  practices, by prohibiting the admiflion of all foreign
't thips into the Spanith harbours, on any pretence what-
°C ever. But the people of Jamaica calling in force to
the affiftance of artifice, fupported themfelves in this
trade under the proteGtion of the Englifh men of war,
. by allowing them five per cent. upon every article, to
: the fraudulent introduction of which they gave a fanc-
- tion,
To this open violation of public order, fucceeded a
. more private and lefs alarming one. The fhips dif-
patched from Jamaica repaired to thofe ports of the
Spanifh coaft which were leaft frequented, efpecially
- to that of Brew, five miles from Carthagena, and to
'~ that of Grout, four miles from Porto-Bello. A man
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2 0 o x who fpoke the language of the country was immedi.
XIV. ately put afhore, to give notice in the adjacent coun.
try of the arrival of the fhips. The intelligence was "
propagated with amazing fpeed to the moft dif’cam%
parts ; the merchants haftened to the place, and the |
trade began ; but with fuch precautions as experience
had taught them. The fhip’s company was-dividedg
into three parties. While the firft was entertaining ®
the purchafers, and treating them with great civilities, |
at the fame time keeping a watchful eye to prevent|
them from exercifing their inclination and dexterity
in ftealing, the fecond was employed in receiving the :
vanilla, indigo, cochineal, gold and filver of the Spa- ?
niards, in exchange for flaves, quickfilver, filks, and}
other commodities. The third divifion was, in the®
meanwhile, under arms upon deck, to provide for the
fafety of the thip, and to take care not to admit at}
on(;:e a greater number of men than could be kept in’
order. : -
When the tranfadtions were finithed, the Englifh- |
man returned with his ftock, which he had commonly |
doubled, and the Spaniard with his purchafe, of which = -
he hoped to make as great a profit, or greater. To}
prevent a difcovery, he avoided the high-roads, and"
went through by-ways, with the Negroes he had,
bought, who were loaded with the merchandife, which
was divided into parcels of a convenient form and
weight for carriage. i ol
This manner of trading had becn carried on fue
cefsfully for a long time, to the great emolument of!
the colonies of both nations 3 when, as Spain-intend-
ed, it was greatly obfiruéted by fubflituting regifter-
thips to the galleons. It has gradually diminifhed, and
of late years was reduced to a very low ebb. The Bui-'
tifh miniftry, withing to revive it, judged, in 1766, that .
the beft expedient to repair the lofles of Jamaica was;
to make it a free port. .
. Immediately the Spanifh fhips in America flocked
_ thither from all paits, to exchange their gold and fil-@
ver, and their commodities, for the manufadtures. off
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IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES,

England. This eagernels was attended with this con-
venience, that the profit, of which it was the fource,
was acquired without rifk, and could not occafion any
difputes : but it was to be expected that the court of
Madrid would foon put a ftop to an intercourfe {o pre-
judicial to their interefts. = This was the opinion: of
Great Britain ; and in order to preferve the riches of
the neighbouring continent, they laid the foundation
of a colony upon the Mofquito coafts.

‘Whatever may one day be the fate of this new fet-
tlement, it is certain that the attention of Jamaica was
for too long a time, and too much engaged in a fmug-
gling trade, while its cultures were too much negleét-
ed. The firft of thefe which the Englith devoted them-
{elves to was that of cocoa, which they found eftablifh-
ed by the Spaniards. 1t profpered as long as thofe
plantations lafted, which had been cultivated by a
people who made this their principal food and their
only traffic. The trees grew old, and it became ne-
ceflary to renew them ; but, either for want of care
or of ikill, they did not fucceed. Indigo was fubfti-

- tuted to them.

This production was increafing confiderably, when
the parliament laid a duty upon it which it was not
able to bear, and which occafioned the fall of this cul-
ture in Jamaica, as well as in the other Englifh iflands.
This imprudent tax hath been fince fupprefled, and
even the encouragement of gratifications hath been
fubftituted to it; but this tardy generofity hath only
occafioned abufes. In order to obtain the bounty, the
Jamaica people contracted the habit of procuring this
valuable dye from St. Domingo, and of introducing
it into Great Britain as the growth of their own plan-
tations,

The expence the government is at on this account
cannot be looked upon entirely as a lofs, fince it is of
ufe to the nation. But it keeps up that miftruft, and
We may fay, that propenfity to fraud, which the {pirit
of finance has given rife to in all our modern forms of
legiflation, between the ftate and the citizens. Ever
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. B 0 o kxfince the magifirate has been inceflantly contriving
XIV.  means to appropriate to himfelf the money of the peo. '
" ple; thefe have been ftudying artifices to elude the avi.
- dity of the magiftrates. When there has been on one |
fide no moderation in the expences, no limit to taxa. |
tions, no equity in the repartition, no lenity in the re. |
covery, there have been no longer any fcruples about |
the violation of pecuniary laws on the other, nor any |
“honefty in the payment of the duties, nor probity in'.j
the engagements of the fubject with the prince. Op. |
preflion hath prevailed on one hand, and plunder ong
the other; the finance hath extorted from commerce, |
and commerce hath eluded or defrauded the finance. |
The treafury hath pillaged the planters, and the plant.
ers have impofed upon the treafury by falfe entries, |
Such are the manners of both hemifpheres. 4
In the New one there ftill exifted a few plantations =
of indigo at Jamaica, when the culture of cotton be-
gan to be attended to. This produ@ion bhad a rapid |
fuccefs, which continued, becaufe it was advantage- |
oully, and without delay, difpofed of in England,
where it was manufatured with a degree of dexterity |
which hath been rather imitated than equalled by the §
vival nations. A |
Ginger hath been Iefs ufeful to the colony. The |
favages who were found by the Europeans in the Ame- |
rican iflands, moft generally made ufe of it ; but their |
confumption in this, as in every other article, was fo
{mall, that nature afforded them a fufficient quantity |
without the afliftance of cultivation. The ufurpers |
grew-paflionately fond of this {pice; they ate it in the |
morning to fharpen their appetite ; they ferved it up ¢
at table, preferved in {everal different ways; they ufed
it after meals to facilitate digeftion, and at fea as an
antidote againft the {fcurvy. The Old World adopted |
the tafte of the New; and this lafted till the price of |-
pepper, which had for a long while been extremely §
high, was reduced. Ginger then fell into a kind of
contempt; and its culture was dropped.almoft every- -
where, except at Jamaica, ¥
2
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- This ifland produces and fells another {pice, impro-s o0 o k

perly called Jamaica pepper. The tree which bears it
is a kind of myrtle, which commonly grows upon the
mountains, and rifes to the height of more than thirty
feet. It is very ftraight, moderately thick, and covered
with a grayifh, {mooth, and fhining bark. Its leaves,
which have a pleafant {mell, refemble, in form and
difpofition, thofe of the laurel; and the branches are
terminated by clufters of flowers entirely fimilar to
thofe of the common myrtle. The fruit by which
they are fucceeded is a {mall berry, fomewhat larger
than that of the juniper. Thefe berries are gathered
green, and {pread in the fun to dry. They turn brown,
and acquire a {picy {mell, which in England hath given
the name of 4/l /pice to this pimento. It is very ufeful
to firengthen cold ftomachs; but what is this advan-
tage compared with all thofe that are obtained from
fugar?

. The art of managing this culture was unknown in
Jamaica till the year 1668. 1t was brought thither
by fome inhabitants of Barbadoes. One of them was
pofiefled of every requifite for that kind of produce
that depends on man. His name was Thomas Modi-
ford. - His capital, together with his fkill and a&ivity,
enabled him to clear an immenfe tra@ of land, and
raifed him in time to the government of the colony ;
yet neither could the view of his fortune, nor his ur-
gent folicitations, prevail upon men, who were moft
of them accuftomed to the idlenefls of a military life,
to apply to the labours of cultivation.  Twelve hun-
dred unfortunate men, who arrived in 1760 from Su-
rinam, which had juit been ceded to the Dutch, prov-
ed more trattable. Neceflity infpired them with refo-
lution; and their example excited emulation, which
was kept up by the quantity of money conftantly

' poured into the ifland by the Freebooters. Great part

of 1t was employed in ereéting buildings, purchafing

 dlaves, implements of hufbandry, and furniture necef-

fary for the rifing plantations. In procefs of time, Ja-
Maica exported great quantities of fugar, of an inferior
5% :

XIV.
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B 0 o K kind, indeed, to that which was made in moft of the
XIV.

by a fraudulent commerce, and in which no circum. |
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other colonies, but the rum of which was exceedingly *
fuperior. :
- The coffee-tree profpered in the Dutch and French |
fettlements in the New World, before the Englifh
thought of appropriating it to themfelves ; 5 and, ins
deed, Jamaica was the only Britifh ifland whlch‘
thought proper to adopt it, but it never carried the |
cultivation of it as far as the rival nations. ¢

It was a generally received opinion in 1756, that ; '

Jamaica had attained the greateft degree of profperity

of which it was fufceptible. An ifland, inhabited dur. (
ing a whole century by an adctive and enhghtenedE
people, into which the riches of Mexico and Peru had

been conveyed without interruption, by plracy, and |

ftance neceflary for cultivation had ever been want
ing: an ifland, to which navigators muft have been
conftantly attrafted by the fafety of the coafts; and ¢
by the excellence of the harbours; and the produc-
tions of which had always been in great requeft}
throughout all Europe: fuch a fettlement muft have
appeared, even to the moft thinking perfons, to have§
made all the progrefs of which nature had rendered:l
it fufceptible. £ b

This illufion, fo rufonably adopted, was dlﬁipated
by a war, which will for ever render this period me- F
morable. A calamity, which fometimes overtumsf
ftates, and always exhaufis them, beeame a fource of |
wealth to Jamaica. The Englith merchants, enriched |
with the ipoils of an enemy, conquered and fugitive}
on all fides, found themfelves enabled to advance con-¢
fiderable fums and to grant a long credit to the plant-
ers. - The colonifts themfelves, animated by the dif-§
couragement of the French colomf’[s whofe labours
had till that time been fo fortunate, eagerly availed §
themfelves of the means which were put in their handsf
by thefe unexpected events. Peace did not check the ‘
mmpulfe they had received. This rapid increafe of ac: ?
tivity hath continued, and the productions of the co-

4
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lony are nearly one-third more confiderable than they s 0 0 &
were thirty years ago. et , KLV
The whole ifland may contain about three millions st g

eight hundred thoufand acres of land, of which, ac- fate of Ja-
cording to the information of a judicious and ftudions ™,
man, who hath for a long time governed the colony, ERETY hoiie
one million feven hundred twenty-eight thoufand four ® ™™
huodred and thirty-one acres are taken up by mioun-

tains, rocks, lakes, moraffes, rivers, and other places,

which are unavoidably loft to the purpofes of every

ufeful labour. Government hath fucceflively granted

one million fix hundred and {eventy-one thoufand five

hundred and fixty-nine acres, which are cleared, or

capable of being fo. There ftill remain four hundred
thoufand to be difpofed of, which want nothing but

men and means to cultivate them.

- In 1658 Jamaica reckoned four thoufand five hun-

dred white perfons; and fourteen hundred {laves 5 In

1670, feven thoufand five hundred white men, and

eight thoufand flavesy in 1 734, feven thoufand fix

huadred and forty-four white men, and eighty-fix
thoufand five hundred and forty-fix flaves; in 1746,

ten thoufand white men, and one hundred and twelve

thoufand four hundred and twenty-eight flaves; in

1768, feventeen thoufand nine hundred and forty-fe-

ven white men, and one hundred and fixty-fix thou-

fand pine hundred and fourteen flaves 510 1775, eigh-

teen thoufand five hundred white perfons, three thou-
fand feven hundred blacks, or free Mulatoes, and one
hundred and ninety thoufand nine hundred and four-

~ teen flaves. - One hundred and ten thoufand of thefe

unfortunate people are placed on fix hundred and four.
fcore fugar plantations ; the remainder is employed in
lefs valuable cultures, carried on in fourteen hundred
and fixty habitations, in navigation, in domeftic fer-
vices, and in other labours of primary neceffity.

The public expences of the colony amount annual-
Iy t0 817,750 livres [34,073l. 8s. 4d.]  Thefe expen-
ces are fupplied by duries upon houfes, upon the feve-

1l productions of the foil, upon foreign liquors, and by
: D
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B 0 0 & a poll-tax upon the Negroes, which, in extraordinary
XIV.  cafes, is doubled. The perfons appointed, in the nine-
= teen parifhes, tolevy thefe taxes, which are decreed by
the general aflembly, have obtained two and a half
per cent. as a reward for their trouble ; and the re-
ceiver-general retains five per cent. for himfelf.

| The fpecie whieh is commonly circulated in the
ifland doth not exceed 954,041 livres [39,751l. 14s.
2d.].  This is more than {ufficient, fince it is only uf-
ed in the more minute details of trade. The flaves
brought from Africa, the merchandife fent from Eu-
rope, all things which are of great value, are paid by
bills of exchange payable in London, or in fome other
Britith port, where the colonifts fend their commodi-
ties on their own account. ; i
The profit arifing from thefe productions is not def
tined entirely for the inceflant wants of Jamaica. A
great part of it is intended for the difcharge of the |
debts, which an immoderate luxury, and accumulated
misfortunes, have obliged the inhabitants fucceflively
to contract. Thefe engagements, as far as we can
judge of them, amount to two-thirds of the apparent
riches of the eoleny. The greateft number of the
creditors are fettled in England ; the others are mer-
chants temporarily fettled in the ifland,-among whom |
are reckoned a great many Jews. May thefe people,
who were flaves at firft, afterwards conquerors, and
then difgraced for the {pace of twenty centuries, one
day attain the legal pofleflion of Jamaica, or of {fome
other rich ifland in the New World ! May they collec
all their children there, and bring them up in peace to
culture and commerce, fheltered from that fanaticiim
which rendered them odious to the world, and from |
that perfecution which hath punifhed their errors with |
too much rigour ! May the Jews live free, unmolefted, |
and happy, in fome corner of the world ; fince, by the
ties of humanity, they are our brethren, and our fa- |
thers in the tenets of religion ! :
The colony, at prefent, {ends annually to the mo-

ther country eight hundred thoufand quintals of {ugar,

T
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which, at the rate of 4o livres [11. 13s. 4d.7 the quin-3 o o

tal, produce 32,000,000 livres [1,333:3331. 6s. 8d.] ; ,__’SL
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four million gallons of rum, which, at the rate of
t livre 10 fols [ 1s. 3d.] the gallon, produce 6,000,000l.
livres [250,000L.] ; three hundred thoufand gallons of
molafles, which, at the rate of 10 fols [5d.] the gal-
lon, produce 150,000 livres [6250l.]; fix thoufand
quintals of cotton, which, at the rate of 150 livres [6L
5s.] the quintal, produce 900,006 livres [37:500l1.];
fixthoufand quintals of pimento, which, at the rate of
42 livres [1l. 6s. 8d.] the quintal, produce 252,000
livres [10,500l.] 3 eighteen thoufand quintals of cof-
fee, which, at the rate of 50 livres [2l. 1s. 8d.] the
quintal, produce 920,000 livres [37.5001.]; three
thoufand quintals of ginger, which, at the rate of 7le.
livres [21. 18s. 4d.] the quintal, produce 210,000
livres [87501:]; and to the amount of 400,000 livres
[16,6661. 13s: 4d.] in wood for inlaying. All thefe
fums united, make the produce of Jamaica amount to
49,812,000 livres [1,700,5001.]: »

The veflels deftined for their exportation are very

~ humerous, butare only of the budren of vne hundred

and fifty, or two hundred tons. ; ;

A fmall number of thefe veflels take up their carz
goes at the harbour of Morant Point, which might be
confidered as a good harbour, were it more ealy of acx
cefs. This road, fituated in the fouthern part of the

@ﬂand, is only defended by an ill-confiructed battery,

improperly placed. Twelve meén, commanded by a

Aerjeant, are continually on guard there. Not far off

1s a bay of the fame name; more convenient, and more

frequented by navigators.

The coaft affords no other anchorage, unlefs for
Very fmall boats, till the thips arrive at Port Royal,
where half of the produions of the colony deftined
for Europe are embarked. :

At a greater diftance is the old harbour; which is
commonly well frequented. The neighbouring plant-
ers have often refolved to conftruct fome works there,
to prote the veflels which may take in their cargoes
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5 0 0 K at this place, againft fmall privateers. This expenfive

XV project appears to be entirely laid afide. It hath been
at length underftood that the difficulty of entrance
would always be the beft defence. ,

The bay of the Black River would require a goo
battery. 1t might be erected without much expence,

_ and wouldenfure the fafety of a great number of {mall
thips that frequent it.

Savanna la Mar hath never much water, and itsi en-
trance is every where embarraffed with fhoals ‘and
funken rocks. It is the worlt harbour of the colony;
and yet it is become the ftaple of a confiderable trade,
fince the neighbouring territory hath been cleared.:
Formerly its inhabitants were defirous of furrounding
themfelves with fortifications.  Thefe works were for-
{aken, after more than one thoufand crowns [12;500L] &
had been expended upon them. Nothing remains of |
thefe labours but a heap of ruins. :

The ifland hath upon its weftern coaft, which is very
narrow, only one harbour, and that is Port Orange, |
where feven or eight veflels take in their cargoes an- g
nually. -5 - ' :

The firft harbour to the north is that of St. Lucia. |
It is fpacious and fafe, and defended by a fort, capable |
of making fome refiftance, i€ it were repaired, and if |
the artillery were put into a ftate fit for fervice. A |
fmall garrifon is always kept there. . :

Eight or nine leagues further, is the excellent bay |
of Montego. The fifth part of the productions of the ¢
colony 1s embarked in the fmall town of Barnet-town, |

.'defended by a battery of ten guns. , :

The entrance of Port St..Ann is rendered difficult |
by (hoals. It fcarce receives annually fifteen or fix-
teen veflels. ' :

Port Antonio is one of the fafeft harbours, but not &

- one of the moft frequented, of the ifland. 1ts fort is §
guarded by a detachment commanded by an officer. §
" The eaftern coaft hath no other harbour than the®
Manchineel. - Its anchorage is good, but in the neigh- ©
bouring latitudes the fea i always violently agitated
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by the eafterly winds. This is the {fpot moft expofed s 0 0 x

to invafions, and the battery of ten guns, which hath *IV-

been conftruéed there, would not fhelter it from dan-

ger, if its riches were more confiderable. - The whole : :

defence of the colony is properly fixed at Port Royal. | ij
The Englith had no fooner made themfelves mafters Means :

. of Jamaica, than they attended to the rendering of Which Ja-

TR

maica hath

this conqueft ufeful, and to the fecuring of the poflef- ro preferve

fion of it. The cultures undertaken by the Spaniards, i{,?rfldfnm
and the advantages of a fafe, immenfe, and convenient fion. ~ ~

_harbour, prudently inclined them to fix their views

: upon Port Royal. The town they built there, though

i placed in the midft of fands, upon a very narrow neck

of land, though deprived by nature of water fit for

drinking, and of all the other fupports of life, became

a famous city in lefs than thirty years. :

This {plendour was owing to a conftant and quick
circulation of trade, formed by the commodities of
& the ifland, the captures of the freebooters, and the
trade opened with the neighbouring continent. There
have been few ftaples upon the face of the globe,
where the thirft of wealth and pleafure had united
more opulence and more corruption.

One moment deftroyed, on the 24th of June 1692,
this beautiful appearance. The fky, which was clear
and ferene, grew obfcured and red throughout the
whole extent of Jamaica. A rumbling noife was heard
under ground, {preading from the mountains to the
plain ; the rocks were {plit; hills came clofe toge-
L £ ther; infeGious lakes appeared on the {pots where

. whole mountains had been {wallowed up; immenfe
t§  forefts were removed feveral miles from the place
= | where they flood ; the edifices difappeared, being ei-
¢ ther funk into the caverns of the earth, or overturned.
tE  Thirteen thoufand lives were loft by this dreadful
18 earthquake, and three thoufand by a contagious dil-

. temper that broke out foon after. It is faid, that fince
€8 this cataflrophe, the climate is not fo fine, the air not
=& o pure, nor the foil {o fruitful, as it was before. - This
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8 0 0 x terrible phenomenon thould have taught the Euro-

=V trembles under their feet, and feems to flip out of their

\
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peans not to truft to the poffeflion of a world that

rapacious hands.

'~ In this general overthrow, Port Royal beheld buried
in the incenfed waves, or thrown at a diftance upon g
defolate coafts, the numerous fhips, the proud flags |
which rendered her {o vain.  The city itfelf was de-
ftroyed and overflown. In vain was it attempted to' *
rebuild the town upon its ruins; thefe labours were
all fruitles. The rifing walls were again blown down
by a hurricane. Port Royal, like Jerufalem, could -
never be rebuilt. The earth feemed only digged to =
{wallow it up anew. By a fingularity which baifles
all human efforts and reafonings to account for, the
only houfes that were left ftanding, after this frefh
fubverfion, were fituated at the extremity of a point
of land extremely narrow, which advances feveral

TR ER

F e Ay R L

miles in the fea; as if the inconftant ocean had afford-

ed a folid foundation to edifices which the firm ground
feemed to caft off. 4y

The inhabitants of Port Royal, difcouraged by thefe |
repeated calamities, retired to Kingfton, which is fitu- |
ated in the fame bay. By their induftry and adivity,
this town, which till then had been obfcure, foon be-
came a pleafant and flourifhing city. Trade is even
gradually become more animated here, than it ever
was at any period in any of the marts to which it hath
fucceeded ; becaufe the colony hath gained more by
the increafe of its cultures, than it hath loft by the de- |
creafe of its fmuggling trade. |
- Yet Port Royal had never been, and Kingfton did
not become, the capital of the ifland. St. Yago de la |
Vega, which the Englith have named Spanith-town, -
continued fill to enjoy this ufeful prerogative. This |
town, built by the Spaniards, at the diftance of fome |
leagues from the fea, upon the river Cobra, the moft
confiderable one of the country, though not navi-
gable, was the feat of the legiflative body, the refi- |
dence of the governor-general, the place where the
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courts of jultice were holden, and, confequently, thats o o x

where the richeft planters dwelt. XIV.
Admiral Knowles judged that this arrangement was ¥

contrary to the public good ; and in 1756, he caufed

it to be decided by the general affembly, that all the

affairs, and all the powers of adminiftration, fhould

be united at Kingfton. Perfonal hatred againft the

projector of this plan ; the harfhnefs of the meafures

he employed to carry it into execution ; the attach-

" ment moft people are apt to take for places as well as
things ; numberlefs private interefts that muft necefla-
rily be affeted by this alteration : all thefe caufes raif-
ed in the minds of feveral of the colonifts, unfurmount-

. able objections to a plan, which was indeed liable to
fome inconveniencies, but which was founded on un-
anfwerable reafons, and offered great advantages. The
obftacles with which the opponents embarrafled the
new fyftem, did not put a ftop to the meafures of go-
vernment. This was even the time they chole for re-
pairing Fort Charles, which ferves as a citadel to Port

; Royal, and for increafing, on the other fide of the

: bay, the very well executed fortifications of Mofquito
Point, which command the canal through which the
veflels deftined for Kingfton muft pafs. 1If, inftead of
entering the bay, the enemy fhould wifh to land to
the north of the new capital, they would be ftopped
in their march by Zock, a fort conftructed with fkill,
and maintained with care, in a very narrow defile, at
the diftance of a league from the city. Among thefe

 different works, and in fome other lefs important

. pofts, two regiments are ufually diftributed. They

ik receive pay from the mother-country : but the colony

adds to it a daily gratuity of 12 {ols [6d.] for every
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l]a ~ {oldier, and a double gratuity for every officer. 1f
| thefe troops were .as well as they are ill difciplined,
o they would not preferve the ifland from invafion, and

¢ Would foon be reduced to capitulate to a naval force

/ﬁtllperior to that which might be deftined to {upport
them. ‘ :

: If Jamaica could even be preferv,e'd _from the cala-

D 1y
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XIV.

" harveft, obliged them to come down into the plain ta .

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

ed to domeftic dangers, ftill more alarming.

When the Spaniards were compelled to cede Ja-
maica to the Englifh, they left there a number of Ne- &
groes and Mulattoes, who, tired of their flavery, took &
a refolution to retire into the mountains, there to pre- &
ferve that liberty which they had recovered by the ex-
pulfion of their tyrants. Having entered into fome a-
greements neceflary to preferve their union, they plant-
ed maize and cocoa, in the moft inacceffible places of
their retreat ; but the impoffibility of fubfifting till

COEPST

pillage for fuftenance. The conguerors bore this plun-
der the more impatiently, as they had nothing to {pare;
and declared war againft them. Many were maflacred :
the greater part fubmitted ; and only fifty or fixty fled
back to the rocks, there to live or die in freedom,

" Policy, which fees every thing, but is never moved
by compaflion, thought it neceffary utterly to exters
minate or reduce this handful of fugitives, who had
efcaped from flavery or carnage ; but the troops, who
were either perithing or exhaufted with fatigue, were
averfe from this deftru@ive fcheme, which muft have
occafioned the effufion of more blood. It was there-
fore dropt, for fear of a revolt. This condefcenfion =
was attended with fatal confequences.  All the flaves, |
grown defperate by the hardfhips they underwent, or
by the dread of punifhment, foon fought an afylum in
the woods, where they were fure of meeting with com-

i
g

increafed daily. In a fhort time they deferted by
troops, after having maffacred their mafters, and plun-

panions ready to affift them. The number of fugitives % @

dered and fet fire to the habitations. In vain were
aétive partizans fent out againft them; to whom a re- -
ward of goo livres [341. 10s.] was offered for the head |
of every Negro they fhould bring. This {everity pro- ¢
duced no alteration, and the defertion only became the
more general. ) “if
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. The rebels grew more daring as their numbers in- &
geafed. Till the year 16go, they had only ﬁed; but, &
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when they thought themfelves ftrong enough toat-3 0 0 K

tack, they fell upon the Englith plantations; in fepa- }f‘V-

rate bands, and committed horrid ravages. In vain

were they driven back to their mountains with lofs;

in vain were forts erected and garrifoned at proper di-

| ftances, to prévent their inroads ; notwithftanding

-~ thefe precautions, they' renewed their depredations

from time to time. The refentment which the viola=

tion of the rights of nature by barbarqus policy excited

in thefe Blacks, infpired them with fuch fury, that the i

white people who had bought them, in order, as they | }
4

e

~ faid, to cut off the root of the evil, refolved; in 1733,
* toemploy all the forces of the colony, to deftroy a
juftly implacable enemy. .

Immediately the military law took place of all civil
government. = All the colonifts formed themfelves in-

to regular bodies of troops. They marched towards | i
the rebels by diferent roads. One party undertook to |
attack the town of Nauny, which the Blacksthem-
{elves had built in the Blue Mountains. With cannon, | ;
a town built without regularity and defended without |

attillery, was foon deftroyed ; but the fuccefs of the |‘
~other enterprifes was frequently. doubtful, fometimes i
~ attended with much lofs. The flaves, more elated - I
. by one triumph than difcouraged by ten defeats, were
. proud of confidering their former tyrants merely as &
enemies they were to contend with. If they were - 1
beaten, they had at leaft fome revenge. Their blood 1!
wasat leaft mixed with that of their barbarous mafters. - A
They rathed againft the fword of the European, to
plunge a dagger into his breaft. At laft, overpowered
by numbers, or by the dexterity of their antagonifts,
the fugitives intrenched themfelves in inacceffible
places, where they difperfed in {mall bands, fully de-
termined never to flir out; and well affured that they -
fhould never be conquered there. At length, after
various contefts and excurfions,that lafted nine months,
the Englifh gave up all thoughts of fubduing them.
- Thus, fooner or later, will'any people, made defpe-
§ Iate by tyranny, or the oppreflion of conquerors, al-

n /
&
{

>

§
i
b

R T T TR T R R A

P Tt e




58 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

8 0 0 K ways get the better of numerous, experienced, ang
XIV.  eyen well-difciplined armies ; if they have but refolu.
tion enough to endure hunger rather than the yoke;"
to die rather than live in bondage ; and, if they choofe, |
rather to fee their nation extiné than enﬂaved Let
them abandon the field to the multitude of troops; to
the train of war ; to the difplay of provifions, ammu.:
nition, and hofpitals : let them retire into the heart of |
the mountains, without baggage, without covering,
without ftores; nature will provide for them and de- ¢
fend them. There let them remain for years, till the
climate, idlenefs, and intemperance, have deftroyed
thofe {warms of foreign invaders, who have no booty |
to expe&, nor any laurels to gather. Let them pour ®
down upon them at intervals, like the torrents of their |
own mountains, {urprife them in their tents, and ravage -
their boundaries. l.aftly, let them defpife the oppro-
brious names of robbers and murderexs, which will be
lavifhed upon them by a great people, bafe enough to . \
arm themfelves againft a handful of hunt{men, and
weak enough to be unable to conquer them.

Such was the conduct of the Blacks with the Enghlh
Thefe, weary of excurfions and fruitlefs armaments, fell 3
into univerfal defpondency.. The pooreft among them
would not venture to accept the lands which the go-
vernment offered them in the vicinity of the moun-
tains. Even the fettlements at a greater diftance from *
thefe rebels, inured to war, were either neglected or =
forfaken. Many parts of the ifland, which from their
appearance {eemed likely to become the moft fruitful, |
were left in their uncultivated ftate.

In this fituation was the colony, when Trelawney
was appointed governor. This prudent and humane | |
commander was fenfible, that a {et of men, who for =
near a century paft lived upon wild fruits, went naked,
and expofed to the inclemency of the weather ; who, |

~ ever at war with an affailant ftronger than themfelves, g
and better armed, never ceafed fighting for the defence
of their liberty ; that {fuch a fet of men would never be
fubdued by open force.  He, therefore, had recourfe

S T T T IR




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

+o conciliating meafures. He offered them not onlys ook

59

thei ty, but likewife liberty and XIV-
lands as their own property, but hkewile lberty ant

independence. :

Thefe overtures were favourably received. The
treaty concluded with them in 1730, decided, that the
chief, whom they themfelves fhould choofe, thould re-
ceive his commiffion from the Englifh government;
that he fhould come every year to the capital of the
colony, if required ; that two white men fhould con-
ftantly refide with him, in order to maintain a harmony
advantageous to both nations; and if the colony were’
ever attacked, he and all his people fhould take up
arms.

While Trelawney was negotiating this accommoda-
tion in the name of the crown, the general affembly of
the colony propofed their feparate plan. In this fe-
cond agreement, the new people engaged to harbour
no more fugitive {laves ; and they were promifed a fti-
pulated fum for every deferter whom they fhould in-
form againft, and a more confiderable reward for thofe
whom they fhould bring back to their plantations.
Since this thameful contrad, this fmall republic hath
been conftantly declining. It now reckons no more
than thirteen hundred individuals, men, women, and
children, diftributed in five or fix villages.

Whether thefe events infpired them with boldnefs,
or whether they were exafperated at the ill ufage they
met with from the Englifh, the Negro flaves refolved
10 be free likewife. While the flames of war, kindled
in Europe, were fpreading in America, thefe miferable
men agreed, in 1760, to take up arms all in one day,
murder their tyrants, and feize upon the government.
But their impatience for liberty difconcerted the una-
nimity of the plot, by preventing the timely execution
of it.. Some of the confpirators ftabbed their mafters,
and fet fire to their houfes before the appointed time ;
but ﬁn.ding themfelves unable to refift the whole force
of the ifland, which their premature exploit had col-
lected in a moment, they fled to the mountains. From
this impenetrable recefs they were inceflantly making
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%9 O K deftructive inroads. The Englih, in their diftrefs, were !

XIV.
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knowledge by a folemn treaty. They even bribed

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

reduced to folicit the affiftance of the wild Negroes |
whofe independence they had been obliged to ac.!

them, and promifed a confiderable fum for every flave |
they fhould kill with their own hands. Thofe bafe!
Africans, unworthy.of the liberty they had recovered, §
were not athamed to fell the blood of their brethren: !
they purfued them, and killed many of them by fur |
prife. At laft the confpirators, weakened and betray. |
ed by their own nation, remained a long time filent
and inactive. 4

The confpiracy was thought to be effectually ex.
tinguifhed, when the rebels, reinforced by deferters
from the feveral plantations, appeared again with re. %

doubled fury. 'The regular troops, the militia, anda|
large body of failors, all marched in purfuit of the '
flaves; they fought and beat them in feveral fkir
mifhes ; many were flain, or taken prifoners, and the |
reft difperfed into the woods and rocks. All the prifon- |
ers were f{hot, hanged, or burnt. Thofe who were fup- |

- pofed to be the chief promoters of the confpiracy, were -

‘tended by a white man, or with an exprefs permiffion

tied alive to gibbets, and there left to perith flowly,
expofed to the fcorching fun of the torrid zone ; a far
more painful and more terrible death than that of be-
ing burnt alive. Yet their tyrants enjoyed the “tor- -
ments of thefe miferable wretches, whofe only crime |
was an attempt to recover by revenge, thofe rights of =
which avarice and inhumanity had deprived them.

The meafures that were taken to prevent future in- |
{urrections were dictated by the fame {pirit of barbari- v
ty. A flave is whipped in the public places, if he |
plays at any game whatfoever ; if he prefumes to go |
a-hunting, or to fell any thing but milk or fith. He |
cannot ftir out of his mafter’s plantation, unlefs at- |

BRSO

in writing.  If he fhould beat a drum, or make ufe of &
any other noify inftrument, his mafter is condemned
to pay a fine of 225 livres [gl. 7s. 6d.] Thus do the ,
Englith, who are fo jealous of their own liberty, {pott
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with that of other men. To this excefs of barbarity s o 0 x
the Negro trade*muft neceflarily have brought thefe XV
ufurpers. Such is the progrefs of injuftice and vio- - :
‘lence. To conquer the New World, its inhabitants
‘muft doubtlefs have been flaughtered. To replace
them, Negroes muft be bought, as they alone are able
to endure the climate and the labours of America.
'} To remove thefe Africans from their native country,
who were defigned to cultivate the land without hav-
ing any poffeffions in it, it was neceflary to feize them
" by force, and to make them flaves. To keep them
" in fubjeGion, they muft be treated with feverity. To
prevent their revolt, the natural confequence of feve-
rity and {ervitude, thefe men, whom we have made
defperate, muft be reftrained by capital punifhments,
by hard ufage, and atrocious laws. ;

But cruelty itfelf has a period in its own deftrutive
nature. - In an inflant it may ceafe. An enemy who
. fhould be fo fortunate as to land at Jamaica, would
é foon convey arms to thefe men, who are full of ran-
.;’
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cour againft their oppreflors, and only wait a fayour-
able opportunity to rife againft them. The French,
not confidering that the revolt of the Blacks in one
colony would probably occafion it in all the reft, will

~ haften fuch a revolution in time of war. The En-
. glilh, finding them{elves between two fires, will be dif-
. mayed ; their firength and courage will fail them ;
and Jamaica will fall a prey to flaves and conquerors,
who will contend for dominion with frefh enormities.
Such is the train of evils that injuftice brings along
with it! It attaches itfelf to man {o clofely, that the
connection cannot be ‘diffolved but by the fword.
Crimes beget crimes ; blood is productive of blood ;
and the earth becomes a perpetual fcene of defola-
tion, tears, mifery, and affliction, where fucceflive ge-
nerations rife to imbrue their hands in blood, to tear
guh each other’s bowels, and to lay each other in the b

- Qult. b
The lofs of Jamaica, however, would be a heavy 32!:’2}1;, i

one for England. Nature has placed this ifland at y3ica for
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B 0 0 K the entrance of the gulf of Mexico, and made it 4

XIV.

war. [ts
difadvan-
tages for
mavigation,
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kind of key to that rich country.  All fhips going
from Carthagena to the Havannah, are obliged to pafs
by its coafts; it is more within reach of the fevers!
trading ports on the continent, than any other ifland;
the many excellent roads with which it is furrounded,
facilitate the launching of men of war on all fides of}
the ifland. Thefe feveral advantages are balanced byt
fome inconveniencies. : "
If it be ealy to get at Jamaica by the trade-winds |
by taking a view of the Lefs Antilles, it is not fo eafy
to get away from thence, whether we go through!
the Straits of Bahama, or determine for the Leewand
Paflage. 1
The firft of thefe two ways gives the full advantage
of the wind for two hundred leagues ; but as foon a5/
Cape St. Anthony is doubled, we meet the fame wind|
againft us that before was favourable: fo that more
time is loft than was gained ; and there is alfo a rifk
of being taken by the guarda coftas of the Havannah.éﬁ
This danger is fucceeded by another, which is the (hoals ©
on the coaft of Florida, towards which the winds and -
currents drive with great violence. The Elizabeth, an
Englith man of war, would infallibly have been loft
there in 1746, had not Captain Edwards ventured
into the Havannah. [t was during the height of the
war, and the port belonged to the enemy. * I come,’
faid the captain to the governor, “ to deliver up my
¢ 1thip, my failors, my foldiers, and myfelf, into your
“ hands; I only afk the lives of my men.” «I will |
“ not be guilty of any difhonourable aétion,” replied =
the Spanith commander. * Had we taken you in fight, -
“ in open fea, or upon our coafts, your thip would
“ have been ours, and you would have been our pri-
* foners. But as you are overtaken by a ftorm, and |
* are driven into this port from the fear of being fhip- |
* wrecked, I do, and ought to forget that my nation ¢
“ is at war with yours. You are men, and {o are wej
“ you are in diitrefs, and have a right to our pity. You
* are at liberty to unload and refit your veflel; andif
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« a pals to carry you fafe beyond the Bermudas, If
¢« after this you thould be taken, you will be a lawful
prize ; but, at this moment, I fee in Englifhmen,
¢ only firangers for whom humanity claims our affift-
“.ance.” :

Spaniards! incomprehenfible race of men, tell me,
fince fuch are your feelings, and fince you can {peak thus
to an enemy, delivered into your power by the winds,
why have you not known how to refpe¢t the innocent
favage, proftrate at your feet, who adored you? The
reafon of this I conceive to be, that Captain Edwards’s
fhip- was not loaded with that yellow duft, the fight
of which changes you into wild beafts. Perhaps I
have calumniated you: but I have feen you fo fre-
quently below your own fpecies, that I have had good
reafon for doubting of your virtues ; efpecially when
you difplay them to me with a charadter of heroifm
which affects and aftonithes me. I oppofe fufpicions,
perhaps unjuft ones to my admiration and to my tears
which are ready to flow.

The other way is attended with no lefs difficulty
and danger. It terminates at a {mall ifland, that the
Englifh call Crooked Ifland, which lies eighty leagues
off Jamaica. Ships that come this way muft common-
ly ftrive againft the eafterly wind through the whole
paflage, coaft along clofe under St. Domingo, in order
to keep clear of the flats of Cuba, and then pafs the
ftraits, between the points of thefe two great iflands,
where it is very difficult to efcape being intercepted
by their privateers or their men of war. The naviga-
tors coming from the Lucays do not meet with thefe
obftructions.

o e
-~

-~

« yoil want it, you may trade in this port to pay yours g 0 &
« charges ; you may then go away, and you will have T

It is reckoned that there are about two hundred of Revolu-
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tions which

thefe iflands, all of them fituated to the north of Guba, y,yc hap.
and moft of which are nothing more than rocks juft penedin
rifing above water. Columbus, who difcovered them bl
on his arrival in the New World, and who gave the Stateof

name of San Salvador to that on which he landed, ifumas.
3
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B 0 o x did not make any fettlement there. Neither did thy
XV.  Caftilians afterwards fix upon it ; but, in I 507, they |
" carried off all the inhabitants, who foon perithed /i |
the mines, or.in the pearl fithery. This fmall Archi.
pelago was entirely defert, when, in 1672, fome En.
glihmen: took poffeflion of Providence Ifland ; they

were driven from thence feven or eight years after
wards, by the orders of the court of Madrid, but re.
turned in 1690, and were again expelled in- 503 by |

- the Spaniards and French united. The ifland was
peopled again by a particular event.

In 1714, fome fhips richly laden were fwallowed up
by a florm upon the coafts of Florida. The  treafures |
which they contained belonged to the Spaniards, who |
caufed them to be dived for. So richa prey tempted |
fome (of the inhabitants of jamaicai - The Spaniards
refufed to thare with them, and Jennings, the boldeft |
among them, had recourfe to arms, to fupport what
he called a natural and undeniable right. ' The dread
of being feverely punifhed, for having difturbed -the
peace which Europe had for {fo long a time been anxi.
ous to obtain, obliged him to turn pirate. His com.
panions were foon numerous enough to make it necel.
fary to multiply his armaments. - ‘The Lucays became
their place of retreat. ' It was from thence that thefe
robbers fallied forth to attack all veffels without di.
finGion, Englith as well as others. The nations were
apprehenfive of feeing renewed, in the New World,
thofe fcenes of horror which had been difplayed there
by the ancient freebooters, when George I. roufed by

- the clamours of his people and by the withes of his
parliament, fent out, in 1719, a fufficient force to fub-
due thefe pirates. The moft determined of them re-
fufed the amnefty which was offered them, and went |
to infeft the coafts of Afia and Afiica with their rob-
beries. The reft increaled the colony which Woods
Rogers brought with him from Europe.

This colony may at this day confift of three or four
thoufand perfons, half of whom' ave fettled at Provi-
dence, where Fort Naflau hath been conitructed, and

- 2
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which hath a harbour fufficient for fmall- Veﬁ“éis; thes 0 o &
reft are diftributed in the other iflands. They fend XIV-
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annually to England to the value of forty or fifty
thoufand crowns [from socol. to 6250l.] of' cotton,
wood for dyeing, and live turtle ; and with their falt
they pay for the provifions which North America fup-
plies them with. 3 | ‘

Although the foil of the Lucays cannot be compar-

ed to that of feveral of the other colonies, yet it would

be fufficient to afford plerity of fubfiftence, by labour,
to a population much more confiderable than that
which is at prefent found there, in free people or in
flaves. The great negleé of its cultures muft be at-
tributed to the firft manners, and prefent propenfities,
of the inhabitants. Thefe iflands, which on one fide
are feparated from Florida by the channel of Bahama,
form on the other a long chain, which terminates at
the point of Cuba. It is there that begin the iflands
called Turk’s Iflands, or Caicos, which continue the
chain as far as towards the middle of the northern
coaft of St. Domingo. So favourable a pofition for
piracy hath turned the views of the inhabitants to-
wards a cruizing life. They are ever eager to engage
in hoftilities, which may put the Spanifh and French

productions into their hands. ‘The Bermudas exhibit :

2 more tranquil {cene.

_ This fmall A rchipelago, about three hundred leagues poveity of
diftant from that of the Aatilles, was difcovered, in gllsd‘::“
1527, by the Spaniard John Bermudas, who gave his Charader
name to it, but did not land there. Ferdinand Came. Sux S
lo, a Portuguefe, obtained in 1 572, of PhilipIl. a grant
of it, which did not take effect. The French naviga-
tor Barbotiere was fhipwrecked there in 1 593, but
thought no more of it after he had quitted it. The
Thip of George Sommers was broken to pieces there in
1609. With the wrecks of this fhip a fmall veffel was
conftructed, which had the good fortune to arrive fafe
in England. :

. Three years after, a company was formed in Lon-

don tlc; ye;)ple the Bermudas, which were entirely una
ol. V, :
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5 o o k inhabited. Sixty men were fent there, and they were

Xiv.

foon followed by many more. They occupied at firft
St. George, the one of thefe iflands which had the beft
harbour ; and in procefs of time they took pofleflion
of all thofe which were fufceptible of culture. The
land was exactly meafured, and diftributed among the
inhabitants, in proportion as their families were more
or lefs numerous.

The accounts that were propagated of the falubrity
and mildnefs of the climate, attracted colonifts from
all parts of the Britifb empire. Inhabitants reforted
thither from the Antilles for the recovery of their
health, and from the northern colonies to enjoy their
fortune in peace. Many royaliils retired there, In €x-
pectation of the death of their oppreflor Cromwell.
Waller, among the reft, that charming poet, who was
an enemy to that tyrannical deliverer, croffed the feas,
and celebrated thofe fortunate iflands, infpired by the

(SRS s SSANNEE G RS

influence of the air, and the beauty of the country,

which are always favourable to the poet. He impart-

ed his enthufiafm to the fair fex. The Englifh ladies |

never thought themfelves handfome or well drefled,

unlefs they had fmall Bermuda hats made with palm

leaves.

But at laft the charm was broken, and thefe iflands
fell into that contempt which their infignificance de-
ferved. They are very numerous, and their whole

- compafs is but fix or feven leagues. The foil is very

indifferent, and there is not a fingle {pring to water it.

" There is no water to drink but what is taken from |
wells and refervoirs. Maize, vegetables, and excellent

fruits, afford plenty of wholefome food 3 but there are i

no fuperfluous commodities for exportation; yet chance |
has collected under this pure and temperate fky four
or five thoufand inhabitants ; -poor, but happy in be-

ing unobferved. Their connections with England do
not annually exceed 120,000 livres [5000l.], and thofe
which they have formed with the American continent
are fcarcely more extenfive.

In order to render the circumftances of this weak
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colony more eafy, it hath been fucceflively propofed & 0 o k
to cultivate filk, vines, and cochineal there 3 but'none %

of thefe projects have been carried into execution. In.

duftry hath been confined to the manufacturing of
fail-cloth, an occupation which is naturally conneéed
with the conftru@ion of thofe {mall veflels made of
cedar or acajou wood, which have never been equal-
led upon the globe, either for their failing or for their
duration.

The principal inhabitants of the Bermuda iflands
formed a fociety in 1465, the ftatutes of which are,
perhaps, the moft refpectable monument that ever
dignified humanity. Thefe virtuous citizens engaged
themfelves to form a library of all books of hufband-
1y, in whatever language they had been written ; to
procure to all capable perfons of both fexes an em-
ployment fuitable to their difpofition ; to beftow a re.
ward on every man who had introduced into the co-
lony any new art, or contributed to the improvement
of any one already known ; to give a penfion to every
daily workman, who, after having affiduoufly conti-
nued his labour, and maintained a good chara&er for
forty years, thould not have been able to lay by a
ftock fufficient to allow him to pafs his latter days in
quiet ; and laftly, to indemnify every individual who
fhould have been opprefled either by the minifter or
the magiftrate,

May thefe advantages ever be preferved to thofe in-
duttrious, though indigent people ; happy in their la-
bour and in their poverty, which keeps their morals
untainted ! They enjoy, in a flate of Imnocence, the
benefits of a pure and ferene tky, and preferve tran-
quillity of mind with health. T he poifon of luxury
has never infected them. They are not themfelves ad-
dicted to envy, nor do they excite it in others, The

Tage of ambition and war is extinguifhed upon their
coafts, as the ftorms of the ocean that furround them
are broken.  The virtuous man would willingly crofs
the feas to enjoy- the fight of their frugality, May the
winds never convey to them the account of the events
i R
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8 0 o & of the world in which we live! They then learn—-—
XIV. puyt, alas!——my imagination wanders, the pen drops

from my hand, and they {hall receive no information
from me.

Such were the pofleflions of the Englifh in the Ame-
rican Archipelago, when the fuccefles of the war which
ended in 1763 gave toO the domains of that powera
confiderable increafe of extent, of which Granada was
the richeft part.

Gratids This ifland hath twenty-one leagues in circumfe-
woicd by tence, fix in its greateft breadth, which is from north
the French. to fouth, and four from eaft to weft. Its territory,
‘What the : via ; .
frft colo. though very uneven, 1s.11 general fertile, and fufceptis
'&‘::cdid ble of fome kind of culture, according to its quality,
: and to its expofure, which is not fufficiently attended |
to. The foil, however, becomes lefs produdive, in 5
proportion to its diftance from the coafts. The caule ;
of this, perhaps, may be, that the rains, which are to0
frequent at the foot of the mountains, even in thofe
feafons when the reft of the ifland is affliGted by |
droughts, keep the neighbouring grounds, which are
almoft all clayey, in a ftate of frefhnefs and moifture, |
which deftroys their richnefs, and confequently their |
fertility. . 2

The weftern part of the ifland is watered by ten i
vers, the northern part by three, the eaftern part by
eight, and the fouthern part by five. Befide thefe
{prings, which are all confiderable enough to work fu-
gar-mills, there are feveral others lefs confiderable, but |
very ufeful to the coffee plantations. 48

The neighbouring continent fhelters Granada from
thofe fatal hurricanes which carry defolation in fo ma-
ny other iflands; and nature hath multiplied the creeks,
the bays, and the harbours, which are favourable for
the exportation of provifions. Its principal port is call-
ed Bafle-Terre, or St. George, which would furnifha
fafe retreat tegfixty men of war.

Though ftt i

RN

! . French, acquainted with theifertility-
of Granada, had formed, as carly as the year 1638, the
project of fettling there, yet they never earried it int0

J
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execution till the year 1651. At their amival they s 0 0 &

gave a few hatchets, fome knives, and a barrel of bran-
dy, to the chief of the favages they found there ; and
imagining they had purchafed the ifland with thefe
trifles, afflumed the fovereignty, and foon acted as ty-
rants. The Caribs, unable to contend with them by
open force, took the method which weaknefs always
infpires to repel oppreflion ; they murdered all whom
they found alone and defencelefs. The troops that
were fent to fupport the infant colony, found no fafer
or more expeditious way than to deftroy all the na-
tives. The remainder of thefe miferable favages took
refuge upon a fteep rock, preferring rather to throw
themfelves down alive from the top of it, than to fall
into the hands of an implacable enemy. The French
inconfiderately called this rock /e mont des fauteurs, the
hill of the leapers; and it fill retains that name.

How was it poffible that thefe frivolous people could
lofe, in diftant countries, that vein of pleafantry which
they preferve in their own, even in the midft of the
greatelt calamities! They are not a cruel people;
but the natural cheerfulnefs which accompanies the
Frenchman in tents, in the midft of camps, upon the
field of battle, upon a mattrafs in an hofpital, where

he may have been laid, covered with wounds, and of

which he is expiring, will fuggeft to him fome ridicu-
lous expreflion, which will produce a fmile in the com-
panions of his misfortunes; and this contraft of cha-
racter with fituation will manifeft itfelf in the fame
manner among all Frenchmen, and among {ome per-
fons of a fingular turn in all the countries in the world.

They were juftly punifhed for all thefe cruelties, by
a rapacious, violent, and inflexible governor. Moft of
thg colonifts, no longer able to endure his tyranny,
retired to Martinico, and thofe who remained on the
illand condemned him to death. In the whole court
of juftice that formally tried this mifcreant, there was
only one man who could write, and his name was
Archangeli. A farrier was the perfon that impeach-
ed, who, inftead of the fignature, fealed with a horfe-

E iij

XIV.




7©

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B o o kThoe; and Archangeli, who performed the office of

XIV.

clerk, wrote gravely round it, Marque de Monfieur de
la Brie, confeiller rapporteur: MARK oF MR. DE La
BRIE, COUNSEL FOR THE COURT.

It was apprehended that the court of France would
not ratify this extraordinary fentence, paffed with fuch
unufual formalities, though dictated by common fenfe,
Mott of the judges of the crime, and witnefles of the
execution, difappeared from Granada. None remain-
ed, except thofe whofe obfcurity {creened them from

the purfuit of the laws. The eftimate taken in 1500’

thows, that there were on the ifland no more than 251
white people, 53 free favages or mulattoes, and 525
flaves. The ufeful animals were reduced to 64 horfes,
and 569 head of horned cattle. The whole culture
confifted of thre¢ plantations of fugar, and fifty-two
of indigo.

The face of things was totally' changed towards the
year 1714 ; and this alteration was effeted by Marti-
nico. That ifland was then laying the foundation of
a fplendour that was to aftonifh all nations. It fent
immenfe productions to France, and received valuable
commodities in return, which were moft of them fent
to the Spanifh coafts. Its fhips touched at Granada in
their way, to take in refrefhments. The trading pri-
vateers, who undertook this navigation, taught the
people of that ifland the value of their {oil, which on-
ly required cultivation. The execution of every pro-
ject is facilitated by commerce. Some traders furnith-
ed the inhabitants with flaves and utenfils to erec fu-
gar plantations. An open account was eftablithed be-
tween the two colonies. Granada was clearing its
debts gradually by its rich produce; and the balance
was on the point of being clofed, when the war in

1744 interrupted the communication between the two

lands, and at the fame time {topped the progrefs of
the moft important culture of the New World. At
that time, cotton, cacao, and particularly coffee trees,
were planted ; and during the continuance of hoftili-
ties, they acquired a fufficient growth to yield plenti-
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fully. Thefe ufeful trees were not abandoned afters o o x

the peace of 1748 ; but the culture of the fugar-canes

~was then pufhed with an eagernefs proportioned to

their importance. A feries of misfortunes, too much
merited, foon deprived the mother-country of the
great advantages it flattered itfelf with from this co-

lony.

XIV.

H——V—-—J

The paffionate defire of premature and unbounded
enjoyment, that malady which hath tainted the go-
vernment of a nation which yet deferves the affection
of her mafters; that prodigality which reaps when it
thould fow, which defiroys the paft with one hand,
and the future with the other, which exhaufts and
confumes the ftock by anticipating the income ; that
confufion which refults from the diftrefles any ftate
muft neceflarily be reduced to, that has neither prin-
ciples nor experience, that has power without views,
and means without conduc; that anarchy that pre-
vails at the helm; that precipitation, that caballing
among inferiors; the impropriety, or total want of
projets; on one hand, the audacity of doing any
thing with impunity ; on the other, the fear of ipeak-
ing even for the public good: this concurrence of
long fucceeding evils has thrown Granada into the
hands of Great Britain, which is confirmed in the poi-
feflion of this conqueft by the treaty of 1763.

The Englith did not make a fortunate beginning. Eyents
A great number of them refolved to have plantations hich have
upon an ifland, of which the higheft opinion had pre- at o
vioully been formed; and, in their enthufiafm, they fc i s
purchafed them for much more than their real value. der the Bri-
This paflion, which expelled the ancient colonilts, who ik govern-
were inured to the climate, drew thirty-five or thirty-
fix millions of livres [from 1,458,333 6s. 8d. to
1,500,000l.] out of the mother-country. ~‘This impru-
dence was followed by another. The new praprictors,
mifled, no doubt, by national pride, have {ubftituted
new methods to thofe of their predecefiors. They at-
tempted to alter the mode of living among their flaves.

The Negroes, who from their ignorance are more at-
E 1]
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B 0 0 k tached to their old cuftoms than other men revolted

XIv.
"""’V—J

It was found neceflary to fend out troops, and to thed

blood. The whole colony was filled with fufpicions.
Mafters, who had been under the neceffity of ufing vio-
lent methods, were afraid of being burnt or maflacred
in their own habltatxons The labours declined, and
were even totally fufpended Tranquillity was at length
reftored, but it was foon fucceeded by a new ftorm.

| '.lhroughout the whole extent of the Britifh empire,
the Roman Catholics are rigoroufly deprived of the
leaft influence in public affairs. When the miniftry
eftablifhed the Englifh government at Granada, they
thought proper to deviate from thefe generally receiv-
ed principles; and they permitted all the ancient in-
habitants, of whatever religion they might be, to give
their vote in the affemblies of the colony. This inno-
vation met with the moft obftinate refiftance ; but at
laft parliament, which had got rid of fome of its pre-
judices, declared in favour of the adminiftration, and
Catholics, as well as others, were allowed to attend to
the common interefts of the colony.

The predilection which George IIL. had fhown for _?‘f‘

the French, who were become his fubjects, made him
1magine that his commands would meet with no op-
pofition in a fettlement of which they ftill formed the

s P ISt S bl i i
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greateft number. In this perfuafion, he ordered that :

the duty of four and a half per cent. upon productions
on their exportation, which, in an excefs of zeal, all
the Britifh iflands, except Jamalca had very anciently
granted, fhould be levied at Granada. The power of
doing this was difputed with him. The caufe was for-
mally tried, and the decifion was not favourable to the
monarch,

* This triumph elated the minds of the colonifts. In
order to accelerate the cultures, they had borrowed
large fums from the monied people of the mother-
country. Thefe debts, which amounted to 50,000,000
of livres [2,083,3331. 65. 8d.], were not paid at the
appomted time. = The creditors had recourfe to the

tigour of the law, which authorifed them to feize the
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plantations that had been mortgaged to them, to puts o0 o x

them up to public fale, and to exa& the full value of XIV-

them eight months after. This feverity fpread uni-

- verfal confternation. The legiflative body of the ifland,

in their defpair, pafled a bill on the 6th of June 1774,
which divided the value of the acquifition into five

‘payments, and which protracted the laft payment to

the term of thirty-two months. The fecret motive of
this fingular a& was undoubtedly to put it in the power
of the debtors to bid for their own eftates, and by this
contrivance to procure them delays, which they would
in vain have expeéed from the commiferation of their
creditors. :

A meafure fo bold excited a tumult throughout
England. It was generally thought an injurious thing,
that a very fmall part of the empire fhould arrogate
to itfelf a right of annihilating engagements contract-
ed under the fan&ion of a law univerfally eftablifhed,
in the good faith of trade. This indignation was com-
municated even to the iflands of America, which un-
derftood clearly, that no further credit could be ex-
pe&ed, if confidence were not fettled upon a firm ba-
fis. The Britons of the Old and of the New World
united in urging the fupreme power to repair without
delay this great breach made in the important and im-
preferiptible right of property.

The parliament, whatever might be the diftrefs of cultures of

this valuable acquifition, thought in the fame manner Srvads
and of the

?S the people. Grana-
In 1771 and 1475, St. George was reduced to athes 4>

by dreadful fires. 'The colony experienced other ca-
lamities ; and notwithftanding this, its productions
have increafed threefold fince it came out of the hands

- of the French. It is become, under the other hemi-

fphere, the fecond of the Englith iflands. Its new
mother-country receives from it annually eighteen
millions weight of fugar, which, at 40 livres [1l. 13s.
4d.] the quintal, produce in Europe 7,200,c00 livres-

_[300,0001.]; one million one hundred thoufand gal-

lons of rum, which, at one livre ten fols [1s. 3d.] the
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eight leagues in circumference. They do not afforda
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gallon, produce 1,650,000 livres [68,750L.]; thirty}'
thoufand quintals of coffee, which, at 50 livres [2L g
8d.] the quintal, produce 1,500,000 livres [62,500L]; 1
three thoufand quintals of cacao, which, at 5o livre |
[2]. 1s. 8d.] the quintal, produce 150,000 livre
[6250l.]; three hundred quintals of indigo, which, at}
800 livres [33l. 6s. 8d.] the quintal, produce 240,000
livres [10,000l.]; thirteen thoufand quintals of cotton, |
which, at 150 livres [6l. gs5.] the quintal, produce
1,050,000 livres [81,250l.]: this ‘makes in all}
12,690,000 livres [528,750l.]: but in this revenue is
included that which the Granadines produce.

Thefe are a dozen of {mall iflands, from threeto

fingle river, and yet the climate is very wholefome.
The ground, covered only with thin bufhes, has not

‘been {creened from the fun for many centuries, andit

may be cultivated without its exhaling at any time
thofe noxious vapours which generally attack the
planters perpetually elfewhere.
Cariacou, the only one of thefe iflands which the
French have occupied, was at firft frequented by
turtle fithermen, who, in the intervals of leifure af-
forded them by their occupation, attempted fome
kinds of culture. Their fmall number was foon in- |
creafed by feveral of the inhabitants of Guadalup,
who had been driven from their habitations by mil- |
chievous infects. Thefe good people, aflifted by eight
or nine hundred flaves, employed themfelves with fuc -
cefs in the culture of ¢otton. This thrub was conveyed -
by the Englith to the other Granadine iflands, and
they even formed a fugar plantation at Bequia, and |
two at Cariacou. |
Tabago, which was acquired by Great Britain at|
the fame period and by the fame treaty, is feparated

the caufe of from the Spanith ifland of Trinidad only by a channel

great dif-
putes be-
tween the
Dutch and
the French,
becomes a

of nine leagues over. This pofleflion hath ten leagues
in length and four in its greateft breadth. It hatha
harbour upen its eaftern coaft, in which there art
twenty-five or thirty feet of water, and another on it§
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" northern coaft, which hath no more than twenty ors o o k
' twenty-five. They are both fheltered from moft of  *!V-
the winds, an advantage which that on the fouth fide pritih pot-
' doth not enjoy. Among the fmall mountains whieh feffion.

. occupy the centre of the ifland, there is one more

clevated, the black and reddifh colour of which
feems to indicate the ruins of an ancient volcano. It
is not expofed to thofe dreadful hurricanes that are fo
deftruétive in other parts. Poflibly it owes this inef~
timable advantage to the vicinity of the continent.

Tabago has formerly been exceedingly populous, if
we may credit fome traditional accounts. The inha-
bitants long withftood the fierce and frequent attacks
of the favages from the continent, who were ftub-
born and irreconcileable enemies. At length, wea-
tied out with thefe inroads, which were inceflantly re-
newed, they difperfed into the adjacent iflands.

- That which they had forfaken lay open to invafion
from Europe, when two hundred natives of Fleilin-
gen landed there in 1632, to lay the foundation of
a Dutch colony. The neighbouring Indians joined
with the Spaniards of the ifland of Trinidad, to op-
pofe an eftablithment that gave umbrage to both.
Whoever attempted to flop their fury, was murdered
or taken prifoner ; and the few who efcaped into the
woods foon deferted the ifland.

For twenty years the Dutch forgot a fettlement
which was only noted for the difafters of its origin.
In 1654 a frefh colony was fent there, which was
driven away in 1666. The Englith were foon de-
prived of this conqueft by the French; but Lewis
XIY. fatisfied with having conquered it, reftored it
to his ally the republic of Holland. This fettlement
fucceeded no better than the other colonies of that
commercial nation that were engaged in agriculture.
The motives that determine fo many perfons from
other countries to go to America, ought never to
have influenced the Dutch. Their own country af-
fords every poffible advantage for trade, and they
have no peed to go abroad to make their fortune. A
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rivers of blood, hath at length left the confcience
of all men free ; {o that no religious fcruples can ip.
duce timorous minds to banifh themfelves from theij
native country. The government makes fuch ample |
provifion for the relief and employment of the poor, |
that none are driven by defpair to go and clear a fo.
reign land, which ufually deftroys the firft cultivators,
Tabago, therefore, never had more than 1200 men,
employed in the culture of a little tobacco, cotton,
and indigo, and of fix fugar plantations.

The colony was confined to this {canty exertion of !
induftry, when it was attacked by the very fame na-?
tion that had reftored it to its former rights of poffel. i

fion and property. In the month of February 1677,
a French fleet, deftined to {eize upon Tabago, fell m
with the Dutch fleet that was fent out to oppofe this
expedition. They engaged in one of the roads of the

‘ifland, which became famous for this memorable: ac.

tion in an age abounding with great events. The ob- |
ftinacy and valour on both fides were fuch, that the |
fight ftill continued, when every thip was difmafted
and unrigged, and no failors left to work them. The
engagement did not ceafe till twelve veflels were
burnt, and a great number were funk. The affailers
loft the feweft men, and the defendants kept poffeffion ‘1
of the ifland. i
But d’Eftrées, who was determined to take it, land-
ed there the fame year in the month of December |
There was then no fleet to obftru& or retard his pro- ©
grefs. A bomb thrown from his camp, blew up their
powder magazine. This proved, as it generally does |
a decifive firoke ; and the enemy, unable to refiff,
furrendered at difcretion. The conquerors availed |
themfelves to the utmoft of the right of war: not|
content with razing the fortifications, they burnt the
plantations, f{eized upon all the fhips in the harbour,
and tranfported the inhabitants from the ifland. The

. conqueft of this place was fecured to France by the

peace that foon followed an action, in which defeat
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The court of Verfailles neglected this important
ifland to fuch a degree, as not to fend a fingle man
thither. Perhaps, in the intoxication of falle gran-
deur, they beheld with indifference whatever was
merely ufeful. They even entertained an unfavour-
able opinion of Tabago, and imagined it was only a
barren rock. This error gained ground from the be-
haviour of the French, who, finding themfelves too
sumerous at Martinico, went over to the iflands of
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Dominica. Thefe were
precarious poffeffions, and the foil of which was of
an indifferent quality. Could they poffibly have been
preferred to an ifland where the land was better, and
the property inconteftable? Such was the reafoning
of a government, which was not then fufficiently en-
lightened concerning the trade and plantations of the,
colonies, to difcern the true motives of this diflike the
fubje@s had to Tabago. } :

An infant colony, efpecially when it is founded
with flender means, cannot fubfit without immediate

affiftance. It cannot make any progrefs but in pro-

portion as it finds confumption for its firft productions.
Thefe are generally of a common fort, are not worth
the expences of exportation to any diftance, and
therefore will fcarce fell but in the neighbourhood,
and ought infenfibly, and by moderate profits, to lead
to the undertaking of thofe great cultures which are
the objec of commerce between Europe and the Lee-
ward Iflands. But Tabago was too remote from the
French fettlements, to attra& inhabitants by fuch a
gradation of fuccefs. - Lefs fruitful iflands, that were
nearer to their refources, were preferred.

 The low condition into which it was fallen, did not
prevent it from attrading the attention of England.
That proud ifland, which thinks herfelf the queen of
all others, becaufe fhe is the moft flourithing, pretend-
ed to have an undoubted right to that of Tabago, be-
caufe it had once been in her poffeffion for fix months.

77
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peace of 1763 has juftified the fuccefs of her arms, by
ceding to her a pofleflion, which fhe will turn to bet.
ter account than the French ever did. 4

Almoft all the fettlements in the Antilles have proy.
ed fatal to the firft colonifts, who, a&ing by chance
in times of little experience, without the concurrence
of the mother-country, committed perpetual blun.

ders. 'Their avidity would not fuffer them to folloy ! ‘

the method of the natives, who, to abate the influence
of a conftant {corching fun, ufed to feparate the fmall |
parcels of land which they were forced to clear, with
large fpaces covered with trees and fhady thickets,
Thele favages, inftrufted by experience, fixed their
dwellings in the middle of the woods, to preferve
themfelves from the quick and dangerous exhalations
of a ground newly turned up. : ;
The deftroyers of this prudent people, being too
eager after their profits, neglected this method as too 3‘
flow; and being impatient to cultivate all, precipi- -
tately cut down whole forefts. Thick vapours imme- |
diately arofe from the ground, which was heated, for
the firft time, by the rays of the fun. Thefe increaf.
ed as the earth was ftirred up for fowing and planting,
Their malignant particles infinuated themfelves into
every pore and every organ of the hufbandman ; who,
by hard labour, was conftantly kept in a profufe per-
fpiration. The circulation of the fluids was ftopped,

all the vifcera were dilated, the body fwelled, the fto- i

mach could no longer perform its funions, and death |
enfued. Thofe who efcaped thefe peftilential influ-
ences by day, loft their lives by fleeping in huts hafti-
ly run up upon a freth foil, where vegetation was too
active, and {fo unwholefome, that it confumed the men
before it could nourifh the plants,

From thefe obfervations it appears, that the follow-
ing would be the beft plan which could be purfued in
the eftablithing of a new colony. At our firft arri-
val, it fhould be obferved what winds are moft preva-
lent in the Archipelago "of America, and it will be
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found that tﬁey blow regularly from the fouth-éafts 0 o k

and the north-eaft. If we were at liberty to choofe,
and met with no obftacle from the nature of the
round, we fhould take care not to fix on the lee-

' ward fide, left the wind fhould be continually bring-
.~ ing to us the vapours of the new-tilled grounds, and
' infe@, from the exhalations of the new plantations, a

piece of land that might have been purified in time.
Our colony fhould therefore be founded on the wind-
ward fide of whatever country we mean to cultivate.
Firft, all the habitations fhould be built in the woods,
and not a tree be fuffered to be felled about them.
The woods are wholefome ; the refrething thade they
afford, and the cool air we breathe in them, even in

the heat of the day, are a prefervative againft that

exceflive perfpiration, which is the deftruction of moft
FEuropeans, by the drynels and acrimony of an inflam-
mable blood, deprived of its fluid parts. Fires thould
be kept in the huts all night, to difpel any noxious air

' that might have entered. This cuftom, which is con-

flantly practifed in fome parts of Africa, would be as
fuccefsful in America, confidering the analogy between
the two climates. .
After having taken thefe precautions, we might be-
gin to cut down the woods ; but it fhould be at leaft
at fifty toifes diftance from the huts. When the
ground is laid bare, the flaves thould not be fent out
to their work till ten o’clock in the morning, when
the fun has had time to divide the vapours, and the
wind to drive them away. The four hours loft after
fun-rife, would be fully compenfated by fparing the
firength of the labourers, and by the prefervation of
the human race. This attention (hould be continued
as long as any lands are clearing or fowing, till the
ground was thoroughly purged and fettled ; when the
colonifts might be allowed to fix upon it, and be em-
ployed without the leaft apprehenfions at all hours in
the day. Experience has already juftified the neceffi-
ty of all thefe meafures.

4
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B ook The Englith and their {laves not havmg followed}
XIV.  the plan we have been tracing, perithed in great-num.
Mifortunes DeTs at Tabago, though moft of them came there tq.
which the gether from the neighbouring colonies.  Enlighteneg
L by this difafter, they fettled to windward of the ifland,
edat Taba- and death ceafed its ravages. The cuftom which the
:gno’ fﬁrv}:ﬁ' Britith government have of felling the foil of theft
;‘jfmmthc iflands, and the formalities infeparable from fuch 4§
which we fyftem, retarded the formation of a fettlement, whichf
paveiot by purfuing other maxims, perhaps lefs prudent might§
have been begun immediately atter the peace. It was
not till 1766, that fourteen thoufand acres of ground
were allotted and divided into thares of five hundre
acres each. New allotments were afterwards madef
but no planter was ever allowed to purchafe more tban :
one fhare.

The ifland, the foil of which hath been found oo
fandy, is yet inhabited only by four hundred whit®
people and eight thoufand Negroes. They were ftop.
ped in the beginning of their career by ants, who havw
devoured the greateft part of the fugar canes which®
have been already planted. The forty thoufand quin.®
tals of fugar which were gathered from thirty planta®
tions have been reduced to one half. This void hath
been filled up by cotton, the crop of which is eight
hundred thoufand pounds weight, and by indigy}
which yields twelve thoufand pounds. St. Vmcent
hath not experienced a fimilar calamity.

Hiflory of - When_the Englifh and French, who for fome years

f,}?sfa{f,%fs had been ravaging the Windward Iflands, began tof
gent. give fome copnfiftence to their fettlements, in the yea®

1660 they agreed that Dominica and St. Vincent}
fhould be left to the Caribs as their property. Some |
of thefe favages, who till then had been difperfed, re
tired into the former, and the greater part into the lat-|
ter. There thefe mild and moderate men, lovers o
peace and filence, lived in the woods, in fcattered fis|
milies, under the guidance of an old man, whom his -
age alone had advanced to the dignity of ruler Th¢

3
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‘domlmon pafled fucceffively into every famlly, wheres 0 o &

the oldeft always became king, that is to {ay, the guide
and father of the nation. Thefe ignorant favages were
ftill unacquainted with the fublime art of fubduing
and governing men by force of arms; of maffacring
the inhabitants of a country to get pofieflion of their
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lands ; of granting to the conquerors the property, -

and to the conquered the labours of the conquered
country; and, in procefs of time, of depriving both of
the rights and the fruit of their toil by arbitrary taxes,

‘The population of thefe children of nature was fud-
denly augmented by a race of Africans, whofe origin
was never politively afcertained. It is faid, that a (Lip
carrying Negroes for fale, foundered on thie coaft of
St. Vincent, and the flaves who efcaped the wreck
were received as brethren by the favages. Others
pretend that thefe Negroes were deferters, who ran
away from the plantations of the neighbouring colo-

‘nies. A third tradition fays, that this foreign race

comes from the blacks whom the Garibs took from
the Spaniards in the firft wars between thofe Euro-
peans and the Indians. If we may credit Du Tertre;
the moft ancient hiftorian who has written an account
of the Antilles, thofe terrible favages, who were fo in-
veterate againft their mafters, fpared the captive {laves,
brought them home, and reftored them to liberty, that
they might enjoy life, that is, the common bleflings of
nature, which no man has a right to withhold from
any of his fellow-creatures. :

Their kindnefs did not ftop here : for, by whatever
chance thefe ftrangers were brought into the ifland,
the proprietors of it gave them their daughters in nrar-
riage ; and the race that {prang from this mixture were
called Black Caribs. They liave preferved more of the
primitive colour of their fathers than of the lighter hue
of their mothers. The red Caribs are of a low ftature ;
the black Garibs tall and ftout ; and this doubly favage
race {peak with a vehemence that feems to refemble
anger. : :

Vol 17 ¥
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80 ok In procefs of time, however, fome differences arofe
XIV.  between the two nations. The people of Martinico
ML perceiving this, refolved to take advantage of their di-
1 vifions, and raife themfelves on the ruins of both par-
ties. Their pretence was, that the black Caribs gave

St. Vincent
raifes dif- {helter to the flaves who deferted from the French

puiesbe-  iflands.  Impofture is always productive of injuffice.
750 pe Thofe who were falfely accufed were afterwards at-
black Ca- 42 cked without reafon. But the {fmallnefs of the num-
" bers fent out againft them ; the jealoufy of thofe who
were appointed to command the expedition ; the de-
fetion of the red Caribs, who refufed to fupply fuch
dangerous allies with any of the fuccours they had
promifed them to at againt their rivals ; the difficul-

ty of procuring fubfiftence ; the impoflibility of com-

ing up with enemies who kept themfelves concealed

in woods and mountains : all thefe circumftances con-
fpired to difconcert this rafh and violent enterprife. It
‘was obliged to be given up, after the lofs of many va-
luable lives ; but the triumph the favages obtained did

not prevent them from fuing for peace as fuppliants.
They even invited the French to come and live with

~ them, {wearing fincere friendfhip and inviolable con-

" cord. The propofal was agreed to; and the next

' year, 1719, many of the inhabitants of Martinico re-
moved to St. Vincent. ‘

° The firft who came thither fettled peaceably, not
‘only. with the confent, but by the afliftance of the red
Caribs. This fuccefs induced others to follow their
example ; but thefe, whether from jealoufy, or fome
.other motive, taught the favages a fatal fecret. That
people, who knew of no property but the fruits of the
earth, becaufe they are the reward of labour, learnt
with aftonifhment that they could fell the earth itfelf,
which they had always looked upon as belonging to
mankind in general.  This knowledge induced them

to meafure and fix boundaries ; and from that inftant
peace and happinefs were banifhed from their ifland.
The partition of lands occafioned divifions amongt
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men. The following were the caufes of the revolu-3 o o
 tion produced by the fyftem of ufurpation. STl

When the French came to St. Vincent, they brought ~— "
flaves along with them, to clear and till the ground.
The black Caribs, fhocked at the thoughts of refem-
bling men who were degraded by flavery, and fearing
that fome time or other their colour, which betrayed
their origin, might be made a pretence for enflaving
them, took refuge in the thickeft parts of the foreft.
In this fituation, in order to imprint an indelible mark
of diftinction upon their tribe, that might be a perpe-
tual token of their independence, they flattened the
foreheads of all their children as foon as they were
born. The men and women, whefe heads could not
bend to this ftrange thape, dared no longer appear in
public without this vifible fign of freedom. The next
generation appeared as a new race. The flat-headed
Caribs, who were nearly of the fame age, tall, proper
men, hardy and fierce, came and ere@ed huts by the
fea-fide.

They no fooner knew the price which the Euro-
peans fet upon the lands they inhabited, than they
claimed a fhare with the other iflanders, - This rifing
fpirit of covetoufnefs was at firft appeafed by fome
. prefents of brandy, and a few fabres.  But not con-
tent with thefe, they foon demanded fire-arms, as the
red Caribs had ; and at laft they were defirous of hav-
ing their thare in all future fales of land, and likewife
in the produce of paft fales. | Provoked at being de- |
nied a part in this brotherly repartition, they formed
mto a feparate tribe, {wore never more to affociate
with the red Caribs, chofe a chief of their own, and
declared war, |
.. The numbers of the combatants might be equal,
but their ftrength was not fo.  The black Caribs had
every advantage over the red, that induftry, valour,
and boldnefs, muft foon acquire over a weak habit
and a timorous difpofition. But that {pirit of equity,
which is feldom deficient in favages, made the com-
queror confent to fhare with the vanquifhed all the

Fij
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B 0 0 K territory lying to the leeward. It was the only one

XI5,

which both parties were defirous of poflefling, becaufe
there they were: fure ‘of receiving prefents from the
French.

The black Caribs gained nothing by the agreement
which they themfelves had drawn up. The new plant-
ers who came to the ifland always landed and fettled
near the red Caribs, where the coaft was moft aceef-
ible. This preference roufed that enmity which was
but ill extinguifhed. The war broke out again. The
red Caribs, who were always beaten, retired to wind-
ward of the ifland. Many took to their canoes, and
“went over to the continent, or to Tabago ; and the
few that remained lived feparate from the blacks.

The black Caribs, conquerors and mafters of all the
jeeward coaft, required of the Europeans that they
fhould again buy the lands they had already purchaf-
ed. A Frenchman attempted to thow the deed of his
purchafe of fome land which he had bought of a red
Carid ; I know not, fays a black Carib, whar thy paper
Japs 5 but read what is written on 1y Arrow. There
you may fee, in characters which do not lie, that if you
do not give me what I demand, I will go and burn your
houfe to night. In this manner did a people, who had
ot learnt to read, argue with thofe who derived {uch
confequence from knowing how to write. They made
ufe of the right of force, with as much aflurance, and
as little remorfe, as if they had been acquainted with
divine, political, and civil right.

Time, which brings on a change of meafures with a
change of interefts, put an end to thefe difturbances.
The French became, in their turn, the ftrongeft. They
no longer fpent their time in breeding poultry, and
cultivating vegetables, caffava, maize, and tobacco, in
order to fell them at Martinico. In lefs than twenty
years, ‘more important cultures employed eight hun-
dred white men and three thoufand Blacks. Such was
the fituation of St. Vincent when it fell into the hands
of the Englifh; and was fecured to them by the treaty
of 1763.
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This ifland, which may have forty leaguesin circum-B 0 0 K
ference, is mountainous, but interfected by excellent _X!V-

valleys, and watered by a few rivers. | It was in the st vincent .

weftern part of it that the French had begun the cul. flls into -
ture of cacao and of cotton, and had made confider- the Englifh,
able advances in that of coffee. = The conquerors St of the
formed there fome fugar plantations. 'The impoflibili- their domi-
ty of multiplying them upon an uneven foil, which is "
full of ravines, made them defirous of occupying the
plains towards the Eaft. = The favages, who had taken
refuge there, refufed to quit them ; and recourfe was
had to arms to compel them to it. The refiftance
which they oppofed to the thunders of European ty-
ranny, was not, and could not pofiibly be maintained
without great difficulty:
An officer was meafuring out the ground which had
juft been taken pofleflion of, when the detachment
that accompanied him was unexpectedly attacked, and
almoft totally deftroyed, on the 25thof March 1775.
1t was generally believed that the unfortunate perfons
who had juft been deprived of their pofleffions, were
the authors of this violence ; and the troops put them-
felves in motion to deftroy them.
- Fortunately, it was determined’in:time, that the
Caribs were innocent ; that they had taken or maf-
facred feveral fugitive flaves who- had been guilty of
fuch cruelties ; and that they had fworn not.to: ftop
till they had purged the ifland of thofe vagabonds,
whofe enormities ‘were often imputed to them. In or-
der to confirm the {avages in thissrefolution, by the al-
lurement of rewards, the legiflative body pafled a bill
to enfure a gratuity of five moides, or 120 livres [5l.],
to any one who fhould bring the head of a Negro,
who fhould have deferted within three months.
Great Britain hath not hitherto gained any great ad-
vantage from thefe barbarities. St. Vincent ftill reckons
“no more than five hundred white men, and {even or
eight thoufand Negroes. Their labours yield no more
than twelve hundred quintals of cotton, fix millions
weight of very fine fugar, and three hundred and fixty
F ij
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B 0 o k thoufand ‘gallons' of rum. ' Thefe productions grow

Q—'w

upon a very light kind of foil, and which for that rea-
fon, it is thought, will be foon exhaufted. ' This is an
opinion generally received in America ; and it will be
proper to examine whether it be well founded.
Undoubtedly, the rains which fall in torrents upon
a broken country, muft more readily carry away a
fandy foil than a clayey one, the particles of which
thall adhere more ftrongly to each other. But isit
underftood iq what manner a {oil can be exhaufted?
Canit be by the lofs of thofe earthy particles, into
which the plants it produces are at length reduced,
and of which it feems to be deprived, when the plants
do not rot upon the {pot where they have been culti-
vated ? In anfwer to this, it is proved from the experi-
ments of Van Helmont, that plants do not take away
any fenfible weight from the foil ; and that it is the
moifture with' which the earth is watered, that is the
only caufe of vegetation.  If this exhaufting of the
foil be fuppofed to arife from the lofs of the falts which
it furnithes for the fucceflive growth of the plants, it

- is equally proved, by the numerous experiments of M.

Tillet, and of feveral other natural philofophers, that
the ground is nothing more than a matrix, in which
the germina of plants receive their growth, which they
feem only to derive from heat and moifture. All thefe
experiments collected, feem alfo to prove, that the wa-
ter alone, whether conveyed by natural or artificial
means, contains all the falts and all the principles that
are to concur in producing this growth.

Let us therefore content ourfelves with faying, that

{uch or fuch a fpecies of earth may be more or lefs ea-

fily put into a'ftate fit to receive and to preferve the
quantity of water neceflary for completing vegetation.

“The moft trifling labour ftirs upia light foil : it is then

eafily penetrated by the flighteft rain : but a hard rain
prefles it together, and the fun eafily raifing the moif-
ture, which in this ftate of compreflion it could only

imbibe to a very little depth, deprives it of the only

{pecies of nourifhment which it furnithed to the plant,
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and without which the plant could not fubfit. Never-8 0 o x
thelefs, the feafon is not called in queftion ; and much _XV-
Jefs the ignorance of him who knows not how to mo-

derate its effects. Prejudice determines the foil to be
exhaufted and ruined. In future, it is worked only

with regret, and confequently very ill. It is abandon-

ed, while nothing more was wanting than a proper

fpecies of culture to enrich the proprictor who negleis

1t. ' S
A fomewhat lefs degree of friability conftitutes what

is called a ftrong foil, which requires more tillage, and

of a more laborious nature ; but when once it is pre-
pared, manured, and watered, the ftiff {oil preferves for

a much longer time its moifture, which is a neceffary
vehicle of the falts, whether they be continually con-
veyed, and fucceflively renewed by the rains, or by ar-
tificial watering.

Of what ufe then, it will be faid, is dung? It ferves
to raife up more eafily, and more generally, the foil,
by the fermentation which it excites in it, and to keep
it for a longer time raifed and fupplied, either by its
active particles, which can only unfold themfelves
gradually in the compac foils, fuch as thofe of the fe-
cond fpecies, which are divided by heating them, or by
its woily particles, which fatt=ning the foil of the firft
fpecies, retain in it, for a longer time, the moifture which

“its too great laxity, and the incoherence of its particles, = -
would foon allow to efcape.

Dung, therefore, properly applied, and according to
its quality, partly fupplies the place of tillage ; but can
tillage fupply the place of dung? We are inclined to
think it would not for light foils, which, fortunately,
require but little dunging ; but we believe it would in
ftrong foils, and thefe require a great deal of dung.
But nothing can fupply the place of rain; which, in
America, when it is plentiful, renders all the foils near-
ly equal. Some fruits brought forward by the feafon,
rot in the moft excellent foils : but almoft all of them
arrive at perfection in the moft ordinary foils. In A-
merica there is no rainy feafon which is not fruitful

F iiij
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5 0 0 § while, in a dry feafon, the income diminifhes fometimes
W by one thalf. il
©++7 =+ Theonly object that deferves the attention of the
inhabitants of St. Vincent’s, as well as of all perfons
who are in pofleffion of a Ilght {oil, in whatever zone
it may be fituated, muft therefore be, to fix their plan-
tations upon their loweft mountains, to prefer the cul-
ture of {uch plants as will cover the foil fooneft, and
will leave it lefs expofed to the immediate fhock of
heavy rains, which comprefs it more and more when
it 1s not txlled and which drag it away when it is pre-
pared ; to choofe efpecially that plan of cultivation,
which; while it fhall not counteract the efforts of the
plant too much, fhall fupply it with a degree of growth
neceﬁ'ary to defend the foil, at the time when it ftands
moft in need of it, in that feafon when it would be in
danger of being ftripped, in procefs of ‘time, down ta
the fand. While the {oil fhall remain covered with
any kind of earth, we need not fear its being barren.
The foil which hath once been {ufficient for the nutris
tion of any plant, when brought into its primitive flate
by the care of the cultivator, will for ever be fufficient
for the fame purpofes.
GreatBri-  Dominica was inhabited by its own children.  In
*?&egﬁisof 1732 nine hundred @nd thirty- eight Caribs were found
: {)omxmca there, diftributed in thirty-two carbets; and three
- hundred and forty-nine Frenchmen cccupied a part of?
the coaft, which the favages had left to them. Thefe
Europeans had no other affiftance, or rather compa-
nions of their labours, except twenty-three free Mulat-
toes, and three hundred and thirty-eight flaves. They
were all employed in breeding poultry, in raifing pro-
vifions for the confumption :of Martinico, and in culti-
tivating feventy-two thoufand two hundred cotton
fhrubs.  Thefe trifling produéhons were afterwards in-
creafed by the addition of coffee. At length the ifland,
at the peace of 1763, when it became an Englith pof-
{eflion, reckoned fix hundred white people, and two }
thoufand Negroes.
- Since the end of the laft century, Great Britain,
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which was advancing towards the dominion of the feas,s o o & . |
while fhe accufed France of afpiring to the monarchy *1V- i
. of the continent, had fhowed as much eagernefs fox T
. Dominica,-as fhe had in the late negotiations, when '
victory gave her a right to choofe. Nine parifhes have
fucceflively ‘been eftablithed upon this ifland, where,
on the firft of January 1778, the population confifted
of fifteen hundred and feventy-four white people, men,
women, and children ; five hundred and feventy-four
Mulattoes, or free Negroes, and fourteen thoufand
three hundred and eight flaves. ,

The cattle of the ifland did not exceed two hundred
and eighty-eight horfes, feven hundred and feven mules,
thirty-four afles, eighteen hundred and thirty head of
horned cattle, nine hundred and ninety-nine hogs, and
two thoufand two hundred: and twenty-nine ftheep, or

oats. . :

; Its cultures confifted of fixty-five fugar plantations,
which occupied five thoufand two hundred and fifty-
feven acres of ground j; three thoufand three hundred
and {ixty-nine acres planted with coffee, at the pro-
portion of one thoufand feet per acre; two hundred
and feventy-feven acres planted with cacao;at the pro-
portion of five: hundred feet-per acre ; fourfcore and
nine acres 'planted with cotton; at the proportion of
one thoufand feet per acre; fixty:nine acres of indigo,
' and fixty trees of black caffia.

Its provifions confifted of twelve hundred and two
acres of banana trees, fixteen hundred and forty-feven
acres of yams or potatoes, and two thoufand feven
hundred and twenty nine trenches of manioc.

Nineteen thoufand four hundred and {eventy-eight.
acres were taken up by the woods ; four thoufand two
hundred and ninety-fix by pafturages and favannas; o
three thoufand f{ix hundred and fifty-five acres were i
teferved for the crown, and three thoufand four hun- i
dred and thirty-four were entirely barren. |
| This was all that fifteen years of labour had been
able to effect upon a {oil which was exceedingly hilly, !
and not very fertile, ' |
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XIV.  flagrant ac of difhonefty. Several of the planters had
Ditmb.  Obtained confiderable advances from trade. To avoid
ances be-  paying their debts, they took refuge, with their flave,

tween the 2

Englih of 10 the French iflands, where an open protection was |

Dominica, granted them. In vain they were claimed ; in vain

French of 'Was it required that they fhould be compelled to fatis.

the peigh- iy their creditors : every folicitation was ufelefs. ~ The
ilnds.  legiflative body then made a law, which fecured to all

French emigrants the advantage of enjoying, without

moleftation, all the riches they fhould bring into De-
minica. ;
Let us examine without partiality the condu& of
the two nations, and we fhall find it faulty on both
 fides. ‘
And firft, with refpeét to the French, let me afk
.them, if thefe refugees were not at the fame time
thieves? Why therefore did they grant them an afy-
lam? Why did they refufe to give them up, when
they were claimed ? Let us even {uppofe that the re-
quifition had been made in an imperious manner ; the
bufinefs was to examine the juftice of the claim, not
the manner in which it was made. This was not an

occafion in which it was proper to give a petulant an-

fwer to a haughty demand. An action which we are
urged to by juftice, can never be humiliating. Let the

French, for a moment, put themfelves in the placeof |

the creditors, and tell me, whether they would not have
fent to the court of London the {fame reprefentations,
and the fame complaints? and whether they would
not have been equally exafperated by its filence, or by
its refufal ? There cannot be two {yftems of juftice.
On the other hand, when by way of reprifal the
Englifh offered an afylum to the French emigrants,
did they not double the fame fault? Did they not ex-
cite to robbery and to defertion thofe fraudulent debt-
ors who were inclined to efcape from the legal pur-
- {uit of their creditors? If the nations, who divided the
New World among themfelves, had adopted, in imi-
tation of them, the fame meafures, who would have

8 0 0 k  This fettlement was expofed in its infancy to a mof |




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, gx

advanced to their colonifts the fums they might haves o o &
wanted? What would have become of America, if V-
this pernicious fyftem had manifefted itfelf at the ori-
gin of the conquefts? What would ftill become of it
if it were univerfally adopted ? Let us refle¢t a. mo-
ment, and we fhall be convinced, that a general fuf-
penfion of juftice would become one of the moft dread-
ful calamities that could poffibly afflict mankind. We
fhall perceive, that {o fatal an agreement among na-
tionswould ‘bring the world back to that ftate of
plundering and barbarifm of which we have not even
an idea. - What advantage will the Englith find, in
infefting themfelves with our villains, and in {ending
theirs to us? What concern can we have, or what
confidence can we .repofe, in men who are deftitute
of faith towards their fellow-citizens? Do the En-
glith expe& more honefty from ours? If they receive
them, why fhould a third nation expel them? Is it
intended that perfidy fhould wander, with impunity,
from one country to another, and {pread itfelf over
the whole furface of the globe? 1 may perhaps ex-
aggerate the confequences of this proceeding : but in
order to judge properly of an action, we muil confi-
der the utmoft extent of its effeéts. This is a certain
way of imprefling the mind more forcibly with them.

But I may be afked, in what manner fhould the
Englith have aced? In the firft inftance, they were
right in making the demand. Afterwards, they fhould
have gone down fword in hand into the afylums of
their deferters, and fhould have laid them wafte.. Thus
it is that they would have thown themfelves brave and
upright men. The blood that would have been {pilt
would not have been imputed to them ; and they would
have been applauded by all the people of Europe, in~
terefted in the fame caufe.

We need not however be furprifed that both the
Englith and French fhould reciprocally grant a retreat
to their malefactors, when we daily {fee them arrogat-
ing to themfelves the right of fending them to each
other, by banifhing them from their own country; a
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B 0 o Kk law, which is as contrary to the common right, as that |

which fhould authorife a citizen, whofe dog thould rug

mad, to let him loofe in the houfe of his neighbour, |

would be contrary to the right of individuals.

But a man who has two hands, is always a {pecies
of valuable property.—He ought therefore not to'be
concealed.—It may ‘alfo be urged, that we have {fome
reafon to expe&, fince there are'a few inftances of it
that a wicked man may amend.—It is true, there
may be one inftance in a hundred of fuch an amend.
ment.—But the queftion is, whether, for the chance

of having one bad man who may forfake his evil ways,

it be prudent to keep a hundred incorrigible villains?

There was however another ‘diftant objec,” exclu-
five ‘of the care of fettling plantations, which' enter-
ed into the extenfive views of the Englith.: They

withed to attra® the produ&ions of ‘the French co-

lonies to Dominica, in order that they might fecure
the trade of them to themfelves. It was to carry this
great project into execution, that,in 1466, all the poits

of the ifland were made free. ' A number of a&ive and |

enterprifing men immediately came from Europe and
from North America. Immenfe ftores of corn, falt fifh,

and flaves, were formed at Rofeau. This town fupplled :

the wants of Martinico, of Guadalupe, and of St. Lu-
cia; and received in payment, commodities of great-
er or lefs value. Thefe exchanges would have been
even more confiderable, if by an ill-judged avidity of

of the treafury, Great Britain had not herfelf puta |

reftraint upon thefe fraudulent conne&ions.

“The events which have detached the American con-
tinent from England, and the efforts which the French
are making to extend their connections in Africa, muft
foon reduce the ftaple of Dominica to nothing, or to
a trifle ; but it can never be deprived of the advantage
of its pofition. Situated between Guadalupe and Mar-
tinico, at only feven-leagues diftance from each, it
threatens them equally. At both its extremities, to
the North and to the South, are two excellent har-
bours, from whence the privateers and the fleets may
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intercept the navigation between the mothet-country s o o k

and its colonies, and even the communication be-
tween the two fettlements.  What would be the con-

fequence if the northern port, known by the name

of Prince Rupert, were changed, as it might eafily
be, into a harbour, and furrounded with fortifications ?-
This plan, it is faid, hath been determined upon in the
council of George III. Every circumftance induces
us to believe that it will never be carried into exe-
cution ; the nation hath too much confidence in its
naval forces, ever to incur fuch an expence.

XIV.
R il

Dominica, in thefe latter times, hath drawn the at- Laws pe-

tention of all America, by an event, the caufes of
which may almoft be traced as far back as the difco-
very of the New World. |

Scarce had the Europeans marked the foil of the
other hemifphere with their fanguinary fteps, than it
became neceffary to procure flaves from Africa, in
order to clear it. Women were found among this

degraded race, whom the fcarcity of females rendered

agreeable to the firt colonifts. From this alliance,
which {eemed to be reprobated by nature, there arofe
a mixed generation, whofe chains were often broken
by paternal tendernefs. A fentiment of goodnefs, in-
nate in man, gave liberty, on fome occafions, to other
flaves ; and a ftill greater number of captives purchafed
their freedom. In vain did a {ufpicious and provident
{fyltem of policy exclaim, with vehemence, againft this
cuftom, applauded by humanity : the beftowing of
freedom upon flaves was ftill continued ; and even be-
came more frequent, ;

The freedmen, however, were not put upon an en-
tire equality with their former mafters. The laws ge-
nerally imprinted a mark of inferiority on this clafs of
men. They were ftill more degraded by prejudice, in
the frequent occurrences of civil life. Their fitua-
tion was never any thing more than an intermediate
ftate between flavery and original liberty.

Diftin@tions fo humiliating filled the minds of thefe
freedmen with rage. The flave is commonly in fo ab-

3 <

culiar to
Dominicas
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B 0 0 Kjett a ftate, that he doth not dare to defy his tyran; |

XIV..
w

he can do nothing more than hate him. But the
heart of a' man whofe chains have been fhaken off, |
hath a greater degree of energy ; he both hates, and
bids defiance to the white men.

The dangerous effe@s of thefe finifter difpofitions
fhould have been prevented. In the focieties of Eu.
rope, where all the members are equals, where the in.
tereft of each individual is the intereft of the whole
community ; we are not allowed to fuppofe that a ci.
tizen would intentionally do any thing injurious to
the general good, unle(s there are firong proofs of it, |
But in America, where an enormous and fingular bo.
dy of men, divided in opinions, is compofed of three
different clafles, it is thought right to facrifice the two
laft to the fecurity of the former. The flaves are
kept in a perpetual ftate of oppreflion, and the freed- |
men are thrown into prifon upon the flighteft {ufpi-
cion.  Their averfion for the white people is confider-
ed as a delinquency of a very ferious nature, and jufc
tifies, in the eyes of authority, all the precautions that
are taken againft them. It is to this ftrange feve.
rity that moft of the nations have wifhed to attribute
the kind of tranquillity which they have enjoyed in
their {ettlements in the New World.

In the Englith colonies alone the free Negro is up-
on the fame footing as the white man. The ftrongeft
prefumptions are not fufficient to authorife an attack
upon the liberty of the one, any more than of the
other. Hence it happens that the law, which is very
cautious, for fear of a miftake, in fixing upon the cri-
minal, fometimes remains inacive for a longer time
than is confiftent with the public advantage. The

‘freedmen have fometimes abufed thefe indulgences in

the Britith iflands; and their feditious commotions
have obliged Dominica to alter its {yftem.

It was determined, by a bill pafled in the month of
September 1774, that no colonift fhould, for the fu-
ture, be allowed to grant liberty to any flave, before
he had paid oo piftoles [41l. 13s. 4d.] into the pub-
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lic treafury. But if the freedman could afterwardss o o k
prove that he could not gain a fubfiftence by his la- *IV-
bour, he was to receive 8o livres [3l. 6s. 8d.] every

fix months, till he {hould be enabled, by more favour-

able circumftances, to do without this affiftance.

Every freedman, convicted by the depofition of two

witnefles, either free or {laves, before two juftices of
the peace, of being guilty of any offence that is not
capital, is to be whipped, or to pay a fine, or to be
imprifoned, according as the magiftrates fhall deter-
mine. The fame punifhments are to be infliGed upon
him for having difturbed the public peace, or for hav-
ing infulted, threatened, or beaten a white man.
. ‘A freedman who fhall have affifted a {flave to defert,
who fhall have granted an afylum to him, or accepted
of his fervices, fhall be condemned to a fine of 2000
livres [831. 6s. 8d.], to be applied to public ufe. If
the culprit fhould be unable to pay the fum, he fhali
undergo three months imprifonment, or be whipped,
according to the decifion of the juftices of the peace.

No free Negro, Mulatto, or Meftee, thall be allow-
ed to vote at the election of a reprefentative of his pa-
rith, in the general aflembly of the colony. Neither
protetion nor fortune can ever efface this mark of re-
probation.

After having given a feparate account of each of pian con-
the three neutral iflands which England acquired by &ived by
the treaty of 1763, it is incumbent upon us to ftate miniftry to
the means which that power hath thought proper to faierfion-
employ, in order to derive folid advantages from their chree”
profperity. | i

At firft, government thought proper to fell the dif- formerly
ferent portions of the extenfive foil which the fuccefs **™"
of the war had given to them. Had they been gra-
tuitoufly beftowed, they would have been obtained by
favour and intrigue, and they would not have been
ufeful for a long time. But the nation was well con-
vinced, that every citizen who fhould have employed
part of his capital in the acquifition of an eftate, would

2
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® 0 0 kot fail to lay out upon it what was neceflary for 'hig

XIv,
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to make the moft of his property. i

At might, however, be improper to exac the imme.
diate payment of the ceded lands, becaufe the mew
plantations require fuch great expences in buildings,
in cattle, and in flaves. On this account, it was fet.
tled, that the purchafer thould not be obliged to pay
more than twenty per cent. in the firft inftance, ten
per cent. the two following years, and afterwards
twenty per cent. every year after, till the payment

‘was completed. He was to be divefted of all his pri.

vileges, if he did not fulfil his engagements at the fat
ed periods. \

In order to foften what might appear too fevere in
this law, the planter was allowed to change this debt
into a perpetual annuity ; and even the firft payment
was not to begin till a twelvemonth after the clearing |
of the land.

As the vaft extent of the eftates had vifibly dimi.
nithed the mafs of the producions in the iflands, which
England had poflefled for a long time, it was thought
proper to take meafures to avoid this inconvenience in
the new acquifitions. = It was decreed, that no perfon
thould be allowed to purchafe more than one planta- |
tion ; and that the largeft of them fhould not exceed
five hundred acres. it was even limited to three huo-
dred for Dominica, the pofition and deftination of
which required a greater number of Europeans. Go-
vernment allo decreed, that five of every hundred
acres fhould be annually cleared, till half the planta-
tion fhould be cultivated ; and that thofe who fhould
not have fulfilled this obligation fhould pay a fine of
112 livres 10 fols [4]. 135. 9d.] annually, for every
acre of ground which fhould not have been cultivated
in the limited time.  Every colonift was obliged alfo
to put one white man, or two white women, upot
every hundred acres of his territory, under the penal
ty of paying every year to the treafury goo livres [37L
10s.] for every man, and half of that fum for every
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woman, that fthould be wanting to make up the num-3s o o x

ber he ought to have. |

This laft precaution might give fome confiftence to
the new fettlements ; but it was thought they would
one day ftand in need of further affiftance.  In order
to procure it for them in time, gratuitous conceflions
of land, from ten to thirty acres, have been granted
in favour of the poor who choofe to fettle in thofe
iflands. This was a fufficient portion of land to ena-
ble them to live by their labour, in thofe ealy circum-
ftances which they would never have experienced in
the Old Hemifphere. From an apprehenfion that
they might lend their name to fome rapacious man,
or might afterwards fell their property to him, it was
ordained, that they fhould themfelves take pofleflion
of the land three months after it had been granted to
them ; that they fhould dwell upon it for twelve
months confecutively ; and that they fhould keep it
for {feven whole years. After this time, they were to
pay a fine of 12 fols [6d.] for every acre which thould
be cultivated, and one of 12 livres 5 fols [11s. 8d.] for.
thofe which fhould remain uncultivated. '

The Englith iflands had for a long while complain- .
ed of the want of rain, becaufe all their forefis had
been levelled. In order to prevent this inconvenience
in the new poffeffions, the commiffaries were ordered
to preferve for the crown a fufficient quantity of the
woods to attract the clouds, and to keep up that de-
gree of moiflure which is more or lefs neceflary for all
the plants peculiar to America. '

Laftly, None of the fums acquired by the fale of
the lands were to belong to government. They were
all to be confecrated to the harbours, to the fortifica-
tions, and to other objeds of ufe in thofe iflands.

The fate of the French, refiding in great numbers
at Dominica and at St. Vincent, remained ftill to be
fettled. Thefe planters were under no kind of appre-
henfion for their property. They had obtained or
purchafed it from the Indians, and had been confirm-

ed in their poffeflion by the government of Martinico,
Faol. I, G

,,,,,,
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3 0 o & who required of them a flight duty in return. The
XIV.  firit of thefe titles could be of no weight in the eyes
of a congnering power ; and the fecond was manifeft-
ly contrary to the conventions between the courts of
London and of Verfailles, who had engaged them-
felves not to allow their refpecive fubjeéts to fettle in

the neutral iflands. i :

The expecations, therefore, of thofe a&ive men,
who would have accelerated the progrefs of the two
colonies which they themfelves had founded, were en-
tirely fruftrated. Whether the Britifh miniftry were
apprehenfive of difgufting the Englifh, in obliging
them to pay for a territory, which their ancient rivals.
continued to poflefs gratuitoufly, or whether a wilh
prevailed of getting rid of thofe foreigners, who, by
their religion and their habits, might be too firongly
attached to their former country, it was regulated,
that the French fhould, for the future, enjoy their -
plantations only upon perpetual leafes.

This hard reftraint, fo contrary to the maxims of
found policy, difperfed them. The emigration was
not, however, univerfal. After the firft effects of dif-
fatisfaction, the wifeft of them became fenfible that
they fhould ftill gain more by repurchafing the lands
which they already enjoyed, than if they were to {et-
tle upon a frefh fpot that would coft them nothing.

oObtackes  Great Britain entertained great expectations from
;,”J;;Cg,i’:;e the meafures which fhe had taken for the profperity
the profpe- of her conquefts. The fuccefs hath not been an{wer-
sty of the able 5 and the caufes of this fingular difappointment
iflands.  gre well known.

The three neutral iflands were no fooner fecured to
England by the treaties, than it became a general pal-
fion to form fettlements upon them. This epidemical
madnefs made the lands which -were fold by govern-
ment rife to an extravagant price. As a bold fpirit of
enterprife was the only fortune moft of the purchafers
had, credit became their only refource. They found
it in London, and in fome other trading places, the

mevchants of which, mifled by the fame illufion, bor-
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rowed confiderable fums at a low intereft, in order to BOOK
lend them to thefe enterprifing fpeculators at an ad. XIV.

wanced intereft.

The new proprietors, moft of whom had purchafed
a foil, without taking the trouble of examining it, pro-
ceeded with the fame levity in the formation of their
plantations. The coafts, and the interior parts of the
iflands, were foon covered with mafters and flaves, e
qually inexperienced in the laborious and difficult art
of clearing the lands. This occafioned numberlefs
faults and misfortunes. The evil became extreme,
and {foon broke out.

The colonifts had borrowed at eight per cent. in
1766, or about that period, and the loan was to be
paid five years after. The impoffibility they found of
fulfilling thefe engagements alarmed their European
creditors. Difappointed of the remittances they ex-
pected, thefe rapacious lenders were at length unde-
ceived ; and the greater their credulity had been, the
more active did their anxiety become. Having re-
courfe to the authority of the law, they expelled from
their plantations the unhappy men who had been un.
fortunately feduced by rafh expetations, Thus end-
ed the delufive profpect of the new Englifh colonies.

But this great commotion muft be attended with
favourable confequences. The manures undertaken
by men without powers, and who are reduced to their
original poverty, will procure to the nation the fame
advantages that ufually refult from an irregular and
diforderly ferment in the ftate. A foil which languifh-
ed in the hands of the firft poffeffors will be cultivated
with better means, with more intelligence and econo-
my. While we are expecting the effe@s of this new.
effort of indufiry and adivity, let us refume the ac-
count of the Englifh pofleffions in the American Ar-
chipelago, To afcertain the value of the colonies of
a maritime and commercial power, is to make an efti-
mate of its firength.

The Britifh iflands in the Weft Indies are in genega] frefeat
ate of the

more extenfive than they ‘are fertile. Mountains, £

refent

nglifh

G 1,] illands.
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B 0 6 k which cannot be cultivated, occupy a great {fpace in
XIV. {ome of them; and others are entirely, or partly, form-

ed of a chalky foil, which produces but very little.
The beft have been cleared for a long time, and re-
quire the affiftance of manures, which are imperfec
and {carce in this part of the New World. Moft of
them have been firipped of the forefts, by which they
were originally fheltered, and are expofed to droughts,
which often ruin the labours undertaken with the
firicteft attention, and carried on at a great expence.
Accordingly, the increafe of provifions hath not
been proportioned to the number of hands employed
in obtaining them. There are at this time in thofe
colonies four hundred thoufand flaves, who by their
labours fcarce produce two thirds-of the income that
is colle@ed from a richer foil with the faine means.
The number of white people hath generally dimi-
nifhed in proportion to the increafe of the Negroes.
Not but that there were as many idle or indigent men
in England to replace thofe who perifhed, or who dif-
appeared with the fortunes they had acquired, asat
" the time of the firft emigration; but the {pirit of ad-
venture, which the novelty of the objec, and the con-
currence of circumftances had excited, was either
checked or annihilated. On one hand, the {pace
which was occupied by the {maller cultures hath been
{fuccefively filled with fugar plantations, which re-
quire an immenfe extent of territory ; and on the
other, the proprietors of thefe great plantations have
reduced, as much as poffible, the number of their
* agents, whofe falaries were become a heavy burden.
Since this revolution, the Britifh iflands have fill
_greater reafon than ever to be apprehenfive of plunder
and of invafion. Their colonifts, who are all enlifted,
were formerly ftrong enough at leaft to repel a weak
and ill-armed enemy. Moft of them might at prefent
be takem by furprife, thould the navy of the mother-
country ceafe one moment to proteét them. Itisa
great point, if in the prefent ftate the militia are able
to contain the Negroes, who are more unfortunate ui-
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der the Englifh dominion than under any other: fors o o x

it fhould feem, that the hardfhips of flavery were fo
much the greater among free nations, in proportion
as it is more unjuft, and more foreign to the conflitu-
tion. Such is the progrefs of man towards indepen-
dence, that, after having thaken off the yoke, he withes
to impofe it upon others; and that thofe who are the
moft impatient of fervitude become the fondeft of do-
minion !

The Weft Indies were never fubjeéted to any impoft
by Great Britain. But in 1663, Barbadoes, and the
other iflands, except Jamaica, voluntarily engaged to
pay a perpetual tax of four per cent. upon all their
productions which fhould be exported. So great an
act of generofity hath fince appeared burdenfome, and
the weight of it was alleviated as much as poflible, As
this obligation is paid in commodities, there are fcarce
any delivered to government, except fuch as are in
fome refpect faulty ; and the colonifts are not more
{fcrupulous with regard to their weight than to their
quality. Thus it is that the treafury receives only
two-thirds of the gift which was formerly granted to
them. '

This is ftill too much for fettlements that are obliged
to defray their internal expences themfelves. Thefe
were very confiderable when thofe colonies regulated
all their own affairs, or erected the fortifications judg-
ed neceflary for their fecurity. The taxes were mul-
tiplied at this period; and every difagreeable event
brought on freth ones, becaufe it was thought more
prudent to require contributions of the citizens, than
to have recourfe to public engagements. I'ime hath
diminifhed the wants, and it has been found neceflary
to provide for thofe which remained with more eco-
nomy, becaufe the planters have not the fame re-
fources. The taxes are at prefent inconfiderable, and.
they might ftill be reduced, if thofe who fill the pofts
of adminiftration, in manifeft contradi®ion to the re-
publican f{pirit, which is that of difintereftednefs, did
not require large falaries,

G 11
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But this is an unavoidable inconvenience attending
a commercial nation. Whether free or not, they ul-
timately love or value nothing but wealth. The thirft
of gold being more the work of imagination than of
neceflity, we are not fatiated with riches, as we are
with the -obje@s that gratify our other paflions. "The
latter are diftiné& and tranfient ; they either counter-
a& or fucceed each other; whereas the thirft of gold
feeds and fatisfies all the other paflions, at leaft it fup-
plies their place, in proportion as it exhaufls them, by
the means it contributes towards the gratification of
them. There is no habit which is more confirmed by
cuftom than that of amafling riches. It feems equally
to be excited by the enjoyments of vanity, and by the
{elf-denial of avarice. The rich man always wants to
fill or to increafe his treafure.” Thisis a conftant ob-
fervation, which extends from individuals to nations.

Since large fortunes have been raifed in England
by trade, the defire of wealth is become the univerfal
and ruling paffion. Such citizens as have not been
able, or did not choofe to follow this lucrative profef-

fion, have ftill turned their views to that gain which’

the manners and opinion of the times have made ne-
ceffary. Even in afpiring to honours, they hunt after
riches. In following the career of thofe laws and vir-

" tues, which ought ever mutually to affift each other,

even in obtaining the honour of a feat in parliament,
they have found out the way of aggrandizing their
fortune. In order to be chofen members of this power-
ful body, they have bribed the votes of the people;
and have not been more athamed of felling thefe very
people to the court, than they were of having bought
them. Every vote in the fenate of the empire is be-
come venal. A celebrated minifter had a book of
rates of the probity of each member, and openly boaft-
ed of it, to the difgrace of the Englifh. It was the du-
ty of his office, he faid, to buy off the reprefentatives
of the nation, in order that they fhould vote, not
againft, but according to their confcience. But what
can confcience avail againft the allurements of gain?
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1f the mercantile {pirit hath been able to diffufe in thes 0 0 k
mother-country the contagion of perfonal intereft, how *!V-
is it poffible that it fhould not have infected the colo- ~— ¥
nies, of which it is the principal and the fupport? Is it
then true, that, in proud Albion, a man who fhould
be generous enough to ferve his country for the mere
love of glory would be confidered as a man of another
world, and of the laft age? Vain-glorious iflannd, may
thine enemies renounce this fordid {pirit of intereit,
and thou wilt one day reftore to them all they have
loft! ’
Neverthelefs, opulence feems to prevail in the En-
glith fettlements in the Welt Indies. 'This is becaufe
the proceedings of arbitrary authority, which afili& fo
many other countries, are unknown here: becaufe
there are none of thofe vile inftruments of the treafury,

who deftroy the bafis of property, 'in order to eftablith

the forms of it: becaufe the culture of fugar hath
been fubftituted there, to that of productions of little
value: becaufe the plantations belong in general to
rich men, or to powerful affociations, which never fuf-
fer them to want the neceflary means for their im-
provement : becaufe if fome unfortunate cafualty
thould reduce the colonift to the neceflity of borrow-
ing, he obtains the loan eafily, and at a cheap rate;
for his pofleflions are mortgaged to his creditor, and
the payment is fecured at the ftated times: becaufe
thefe iflands are lefs expofed to devaftation and inva-
fion than the pofleflions of other powers, that are rich
in productions, and poor in fhips: becaufe the events
of the moft obftinate and moft deftructive wars never

prevent, and feldom retard, the exportation of their

commodities : in a word, it is becaufe the Britifh ports
always open to their principal crops @ more advan-
tageous mart than their rivals can expect ariywhere
elfe. Accordingly, the lands conftantly bear a very
high price in the Englifh iflands, both the Europeans
a}?d the Americans being equally eager to purchafe
them.

Thefe lands would ftill bave been in greater requeft,

' G iijj
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.8 0 o xif the accefs to the Weft Indies had been lefs rigidly
XV prohibited to foreign navigators ; if they had been at
liberty to choofe their own purchafers throughout the
globe. But a fet of laws, the regulations of which
it hath never been pofiible to elude, have concentrat-
ed their conne@ions within the limits of their own
empire, with the national provinces of both hemi-
fpheres.

Thefe colonies do not find upon their own territory,
either provifion for their own fubfiftence, or beafts of
burden for their labours, or woods for their buildings.
They were fupplied with thefe obje@s of primary ne-
ceffity by North America, which received in payment
rum and other productions, to the amount of three or
four millions of livres [from 125,000l to 166,666L
13s. 4d.] every year. The troubles which have di-
vided Old and New England have interrupted this
communication, to the great detriment of the iflands.
Till neceflities of an urgent nature fhall caufe it to be
opened again, or till other conne&ions thall be formed,
to be fubftituted to it,” the Weft Indies will have no
other vent for their productions than that which Great
Britain will furnifth them.

At the prefent period, England receives annually
from the iflands fhe. occupies in the Weft Indies, to
the amount of about ninety-three millions of livres
[3,875,0c0l.] in commodities, including fixteen or fe-
venteen millions [from 666,6661. 13s. 4d. to 708,333L. .
6s. 8d.] which they pay to government, and the rum
which Ireland receives direély in payment for the falt
provifions which it furnifhes to the colonies. s

Almoft all the fugar, which forms three-fourths of
the produce of the iflands, is confumed in the king-
dom itfelf, oris carried to Ireland. It is feldom that
any of it is fent to Hamburgh or to other markets.

The exports which Great Britain makes of the pro-
duction of the iflands do not annually exceed feven
or eight millions of livres [from 291,666L. 13s. 4d. to
333,333l 6s. 8d.]. If we add to this fum what fhe
mutft gain upon her cottons, which the manufaures




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, o5

with fo much fuccefs, and which are diffufed through-5 0 o % [a
out a great part of the globe, we fhall have a tolerably V- i
exact idea of the advantages which this empire derives ‘1
from the Weft Indies. ? :
The iflands receive in payment their furniture and , {
clothing, the utenfils neceffary for their manufaétures, |
a great deal of hardware, and flaves for the working &
of their lands. But the things that are fent to them |
arc infinitely inferior in value to thofe which are re-
ceived from them. We muft deduct the expences of -
navigation and of infurance, the commiflion, or the
profit of the merchant. We muft deduct the inte-
relt of fixteen millions Sterling, which thefe colonies
owe to the mother-country. We muft deduct what _
the rich proprietors of the plantations {pend in Eng- i
land, where they habitually refide. 'If we except i
the pofleflions acquired or fecured by the -treaties ‘
of 1763, the infant plantations of which are ftill in
want of advances, the other poflfeflions of the Welt i

.| Indies fcarce receive in their harbours the fourth part
| of the value which they fend out from them..
[ It was the capital of the empire, which formerly {ent

out almoft all the exports, and received almoft all the xl
returns. Men of enlightened underftanding were very !g
properly incenfed at this evil. But London is at leait '
- the fineft port in England. It is there that (hips are j

built, and manufaétures are carried on, London fur-
nifhes feamen for navigation, and hands for commerce.
It ftands in a temperate, fruitful, and central country.
Every thing has a free paffage in and out of it. It
may be truly faid to be the heart of the body politic, o
from its local pofition. That city is not filled with - i

proud and idle men, who only encumber and opprefs i
the laborious people. It is the feat of the naticnal i
aflembly. There the king’s palace is neither vaft noy |

empty. . He reigns in it by his prefence, which ani- |

mates every thing. There the fenate dictates the laws, t

agreeable to the fenfe of the people it reprefents. It
neither fears the eye of the monarch, nor the frowns : P
pf the minifiry. London has, not arrived to its pre-
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B 0 o k {ent greatnefs by the influence of government, which |
XIV. - firains and over-rules all natural caufes; but by the |
== ordinary impulfe of men and things, and by a kind
of attraction of commerce. It isthe fea, it is England, |
it is the 'whole world, that makes London rich and
opulous. :
Neverthelefs, this immenfe ftaple hath loft, in pro-
cefs of time; fomething of that fpecies of monopoly
which it exercifed over the colonies and over the pro.
vinces. Briftol, Liverpool, Lancafter, and Glafgow,
have taken a confiderable fhare in this great circula-
tion. A more general competition would even have
been eftablithed, if a new {yftem of manners, a dif-
like for a retired life, the defire of approaching the
throne, and an effeminacy and corruption which have
exceeded all bounds, had not colle¢ted at London, |
or within its diftrict, a third part of the population |
of the whole kingdom, and efpecially the great con-
fumers. - '
Summary  ‘J'he hiftory of the great American Archipelago
o e cannot be better concluded, than by a recapitulation
Turche 8 of the advantages it procures to thofe powers which |
the Ameri- have fucceflively invaded it. It is only by the im-
caniflands. pulfe which the immenfe productions of this Archi:
pelago have given to trade, that it muft ever hold a
diftinguifhed place in the annals of nations; fince, in
fact, riches are the fpring of all the great revolutions
that difturb the globe. The colonies of Afia Minor
occafioned both the {plendour of that quarter of the
‘earth, and the downfal of Greece. Rome, which was
at firft defirous of fubduing nations only to govermn
them, was flopped in the progrefs of her greatnefs,
. when fhe acquired the pofieflion of the treafures of the
Eaft. War feemed to flumber for a while in Europe, |
in order to invade a New World : and has fince been |
fo often renewed there, merely to divide the {poils.
Poverty, which will always be the lot of the greater
part of mankind, and the choice of a few wile men,
makes no difturbance in the world. Hiftory, there-
fore, can only treat of maflacres or riches.
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The iflands of the other hemifphere yield annually s 0 o x

fifteen millions of livres [625,0col.] to Spain; eight
millions [333,3331. 6s. 8d.] to Denmark ; thirty mil-
Jions [1,250,000L.] to Holland ; eighty-two millions
[3,416,6661. 135.4d.] to England ; and one hundred and
twenty-fix millions [5,250,000l.] to France. The pro-
ductions therefore gathered in fields that were totally

. uncultivated within thefe three centuries, are fold in
our continent for about two hundred and fixty-one

millions of livres [10,875,000l.]

"This is not a gift that the New World makes to the
Old. The people who receive this important fruit of
the labour of their’ fubjeéts fettled in America, give
in exchange, though with evident advantage to them-
felves, the produce of their foil and of their manu-
factures. Some confume the whole of what they draw
from thefe diftant pofleflions ; others make the over-
plus the bafis of a profperous trade with their neigh-
bours. Thus every r«tion that is poflefled of property
in the New World, it it be truly induftrious, gains ftill
lefs by the number of men it: maintains abroad, with-
out any expence, than by the population which thofe
procure it at home. To fubfift a colony in America,
it is neceffary to cultivate a province in Europe ; and
this additional labour increafes the inward firength and
real wealth of the nation. The whole globe is {fenfible
of this impulfe.

The labours of the people fettled in thofe iflands
are the {ole bafis of the African trade: they extend
the fitheries and the cultures of North America, af-
ford a good market for the manufadtures of Afia, and
double, perhaps treble, the activity of all Europe.
They may be confidered as the principal caufe of the

- rapid motion which now agitates the univerfe. This

ferment muft increafe, in proportion as cultures, that
are fo capable of being extended, fhall approach nearer

' to their higheft degree of perfection.

X1V,

Nothing would be more likely to haften this happy Theben

period, than to give up the exclufive trade, which every

mode to be
adopted for

nation has referved to itfelf in its own colonies, An increafing

P ———
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3 0 o kunlimited freedom to trade with all the iflands woul&

XIV.

be producive of the greateft efforts, by exciting a ge.

the produc- Neral competition. - Men who are infpired with the
tions of the Jaye of humanity, and are enlightened by that facred

Adnerican
Archipela-
£0.

fire, have ever wifhed to fee every obftacle removed
that intercepts a dire¢t communication of all the ports
of America with all thofe of Europe. The feveral go.
vernments, which, being almoft all corrupt in their
origin, cannot be influenced by this principle of uni.
verfal benevolence, have imagined that affociations,
moftly founded on the feparate intereft of each nation,
or of one fingle individual, ought to be formed, in or-
der to confine ail the conne&ions of every colony to
its refpective mother-country. The opinion is, that
thefe reftraining laws fecure to each commercial na-
tion in Europe the fale of its own territorial produc-
tions, the means of procuring fuch foreign commodi-
ties as it may ftand in need of, and an advantageous
balance with all the other tradire nations.

This {yftem, which was long thought to be the beft,
has been vigoroufly oppofed, when the theory of com.
merce had once fhaken off the fetters of prejudice. It
has been alleged, that no nation can fupply all the real
or imaginary wants of its colonies out of its own pro-
perty. There is not one that is not obliged to get
fome articles from abroad, in order to complete the
cargoes deftined for America. From this neceflity
arifes at leaft an indire communication of all nations
with thofe diftant poflfeflions. Would it not be more
eligible to convey each article to its deftination in a
dire& line, than by this indire&t way of exchange?
This plan would be attended with lefs expence ; would
promote both culture and confumption, and bring an

‘increafe of revenue to the public treafury : an infinite |

number of advantages would accrue to the mother-
countries, which would make them full amends for the
exclufive right they all claim, to their reciprocal in-
jury. :

Thefe maxims are true, folid, and ufeful, but they
will not be adopted, The reafon is this: A great re-
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volution is preparing in the trade of Europe, and is al- 8 0 0 x
ready too far advanced not to be completed. Every *IV-
government is endeavouring to do without the affift-
“ance of foreign induftry. Moft of them have fucceed-
ed, and the reft will not be long before they free them-
{elves from this dependence. Already the Englifh and
the French, who are the great manufatturers of Eu-
rope, fee their mafter-pieces of workmanthip refufed on
all fides. Will thefe two nations, which are at the
fame time the greateft planters in the iflands, open
their ports to thofe who force them, as it were, to fhut,
up their manufactures at home? The more they lofe
in the foreign markets, the lefs they will confent to a
competition in the only market they have left. They
will rather ftrive to extend it, that they may have a
greater demand for their commodities, and a greater |
fupply of American productions. It is by thefe returns
that they will preferve their advantage in the balance
of trade, without being apprehenfive that the plenty of
thefe productions will lower their value. The progrefs
of induftry in our continent muft increafe population
and wealth, and of courfe the confumption and value
of the productions of the Antilles.

But what will become of this part of the New World? what wini
Will the fettlements that render it fo flourithing, al- be the fatc
ways remain in the hands of their original pofieflors ; ricaniflands
or will the mafters of them be changed? If a revolu. hereafier?
tion fhould take place in them, by what means will it
be brought about, and what people will reap the ad-
vantage of it? Thefe are queftions that afford much
room for conje&ture, which may be affited by the fol-
lowing refle&tions.

The iflands depend totally upon Europe for a {fupply
of all their wants. Thofe which only refpe¢t wearing
apparel and implements of hufbandry will admit of de-
lay ; but the leaft difappointment, with regard to pro-
vifions, {preads a general alarm, and caufes univerfal
defolation; which rather tempts the people to wilh for,
than to fear the approach of an enemy. And, indeed,
it1s 2 common faying in the colonies, that they will
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B 0 0 k never fail to capitulate with a fquadron ftored with

barrels of flour inftead of gunpowder. If we pretend
to obviate this inconvenience, by obliging the inhabit.
ants to cultivate for their own fubfiftence, we defeat
the very end of thefe fettlements, without any real ad-
vantage. The mother-country would deprive herfelf
of a great part of the rich produce of her colonies, and
would not preferve them from invafion.

- In vain fhould we hope to repulfe an invafion by
the help of Negroes, born in a climate where effeminacy
ftifles the feeds of courage, and who are ftill more

enervated by flavery, and, confequently, but little con-

cerned in the choice of their tyrants. In fuch hands,
the beft weapons muft be ufelefs. It might even be
apprehended that they would turn them againft their
mercilefs oppreflors. ;

The white people appear to be better defenders of
the colonies. Befide the courage which liberty natu-
rally infpires, they muft alfo be animated with that

which exclufively belongs to great proprietors. They

are not men debafed by coarfe labours, by obfcure oc-
cupations, or by indigence. The abfolute fway which
they exercife in their plantations, muft have infpired
them with pride and greatnefs of foul. But, difperfed
as they are among vait poffeflions, what can their {mall
number avail? And would they even prevent an inva-
fion, were they able to do it? ' ,

Al the colonifts hold it as a maxim, that their iflands
are to be confidered as thofe great cities in Europe,
which, lying open to the firft-comer, change their do-
minion without an attack, without a fiege, and almoft
without being fenfible of the war. The ftrongeft is
their mafter. The inhabitants exclaim, God fave the
congueror! in imitation of the Italians, who have paffed
and repaflfed from one yoke to another in the courfe of
a campaign. Whether the city fhould return, at the
time of peace, under its former government, or fhould
remain in the hands of the vicor, it has loft nothing of
its fplendour ; while towns, that are defended by ram-
parts, and difficult to be taken, are always depopulated

|

1
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and reduced to a heap of ruins. Accordingly, there isB 0 0 K

{carce, perhaps, one inhabitant in the American iflands,
who does not confider it to be a fatal prejudice to ex-
pofe his fortune for the fake of his country. Of what

| importance is it to this rapacious calculator whofe laws

he obeys, if his crops are left ftanding ? Is it to enrich
himfelf that he has crofied the feas? 1f he preferves his
treafure, his purpofe is anfwered. Can the mother-
country that forfakes him, and frequently after having
tyrannized over him ; that is ready to give him up, or,
perhaps, to fell him, at the conclufion of a peace, have
any claim to the facrifice of his life? It is no doubt a
glorious thing to die for one’s country. But a ftate,
where the profperity of the nation is facrificed to forms
of government ; where the art of impofing upon men
is the art of training up {ubjects; where flaves are
wanted inftead of citizens ; where war is declared, and
peace concluded, without confulting the opinion or the
withes of 'the people ; where evil defigns are always
countenanced by the intrigues of debauchery, or the
practices of monopoly ; and where ufeful plans are only
adopted with fuch reftri®ions as prevent their being
carried into execution : is this the country for which
our blood fhould be facrificed ? ‘

The fortifications erected for the defence of the co-
lonies, will fecure them no better than the efforts of
the inhabitants. Even if they were ftronger, and bet

. ter guarded and ftored than they have ever been, they

muft always {urrender unlefs they arefuccoured. Should
the refiftance hold out above fix months, that circum-
ftance would not difcourage the befiegers, who, being
within reach of a conftant fupply of refrethments, both
by land and by fea, could better endure the feverity of
the climate, than a garrifon could refift the duration of
a fiege. ;

‘There is no other way to preferve the colonies but
by a formidable navy. It is on the docks and in the
harbours of Europe, that the baftions and ramparts of
the American colonies muft be raifed. While the mo-
ther-country fhelters them, as it were, under the wings

3
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B 0 o k of her thips; fo long as fhe fhall fill up with her fleets |

XIV.  the vaft interval that feparates her from thefe iflands,

the offspring of her induftry and power, her parents] !

attention to their profperity will fecure their attach.

ment to her. In future, therefore, the maritime forces

will be the great obje&t that will attra the attention

of all proprietors of land in America. European policy

generally fecures the frontiers of ftates by fortified

towns; but for maritime powers, there ought, per.

haps, to be citadels in the centre, and thips on the cir-

cumference. A commercial ifland, indeed, wants no

fortified towns. Her rampart is the fea, which confti.

tutes her fafety, her fubfiftence, her wealth; the winds

are at her command, and all the elements confpire to
promote her glory. :

In this refpec, Great Britain might lately have un-
dertaken any thing, with the greateft hopes of fuccefs.
Her iflands were {fecure, while thofe of her rivals were
open to invafion. The opinion which the Englifh had
conceived of their own valour; the terror which their
arms had infpired ; the fruits of a fortunate experience
acquired by their admirals ;. the number and the ex-
cellence of their fleets ; all thefe feveral modes of ag-
grandizement muft have been annihilated during the
calm of a long peace. The pride of paft fuccefs; the
very reftlefinefs infeparable from profperity ; even the
burden of conquefts, which feems to be the punifh-
ment of viGtory ; all thefe circumftances were fo many |
incitements to war. The proje@s formed by their
aclive ambition, have been annihilated by the revolu-
tion which hath detached North America from their
empire: but is the poffeflion of the iflands, which
are become very wealthy, and have been placed by
nature in the vicinity of that great continent, which s

. {till in a ftate of poverty, better fecured to the nations
that have cultivated them ? It is in the pofition, in the
interefts, in the {pirit of the new republics, that we
muft endeavour to explore the fecret of our future
deftiny.

4
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BOOK XV.

Settlements of the French in North America. Upon twhat
Bafis was founded the Hope of their Profperity. Con-
Jequence of thefe Settlements. ‘

HITHERTO we have wifited liofe regions whefe B 0 0 k
the rays of the fun are perpendicular, We fhall now _*""_,
pafs on to thofe where they are oblique. It is no

longer gold which our rapacious arnd cruel Europeans

are going in fearch of at {fo great a diftance from their
country. If they again crofs the feas, it will be for a

lefs extravagant motive ; it will be to withdraw them-

felves from the calamities of their own regions ; it will

be to find reft and liberty ; to clear uncultivated lands ;

to caft their nets on fliores abounding with fith; to go

in {earch of animals upon the tops of mountains, and

in the midft of forefts, in order to ftrip them of their
valuable furs. 442

The favage pofleflors of the regions we are going to
pervade are not a race of degenerate men; without
firength of body, or elevation of foul: but we thall
find them hunt{men, warriors, inured to labour, brave,
eloguent, jealous of their independency ; men, in a
word, who alternately difplay inftances of the moft
unheard-of ferocioufnefs, of the moft heroic magnani-
mity, and of the moft abfurd fupertition.

Superftition, that fatal plant, is then indigenous in
all climates: it grows equally in the plains, and upon
the rocks; under the ardour of the line, under the
fnows of the pole, and in the temperate interval which
divides them. Doth the generality of this phenome-
non point out in all parts a tendency of the ignorant
and timid man towards the Author of his exiftence,
and the Difpofer of good and evil? ~ Doth it indicate
the anxiety of a child feeking his father in the dark?

Spain was miftrefs of the rich empires of Mexico Reafons
and Peru, of the gold of the New World, and of al- hich prea
moft all South America. The Portuguele, after a long French, for

Vel T, 1 :
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{eries of victories, defeats, enterprifes, miftakes, corm-
quefts, and loffes, had kept the moft valuable fettle-
ments in Africa, in India, and in the Brazils. The
French government had not even conceived it poflible
to eftablifh colonies, or imagined that any advantage
could be derived from having pofleflions in thofe di-
ftant regions.

Italy. Some ancient claims on the Milanefe and the
two  Sicilies had involved them in expenfive wars, in
which they had been engaged for a long time, -Their
internal commotions diverted them ftill more from the
great object of eftablifhing a diftant and extenfive com-

merce, and from the idea of increafing their dominions .

by acquifitions in the Eaft and Weift 1ndies.

The authority of kings, though not openly conteft-
ed, was oppofed and eluded. Some remains of the
feudal government were ftill {ubfifting, and many of
its abufes had not yet been abolifhed. The prince was
continually employed in reftraining the reftlefs {pirit of
a powerful nobility. Moft of the provinces that com-
pofed the monarchy were governed by diftinét laws
and forms of their own. Every fociety, every order
in the flate, enjoyed peculiar privileges, which were
either perpetually contefted, or carried to excefs. The

government was a complicated machine, which could .

only be regulated by the management of a variety of
delicate {prings. The court was frequently under a
neceflity of having recourfe to the thameful refources
of intrigue and corruption, or to the odious means of
oppreflion and tyranny ; and the nation was continu-
ally negotiating with the prince. Regal authority was
unlimited, without having received the {fanction of the
laws ; and the people, though frequently too indepen-
dent, had 'yet no fecurity for their liberty. Hence
arofe continual jealoufies, apprehenfions, and ftruggles.
The whole attention of the government was not di-
rected to the welfare of the nation, but to the means
of enflaving it. The people were fenfible of their
wants, but ignorant of their powers and refources.

Their ambitious views were turned entirely towards

e
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They found their rights alternately invaded or tramp-s 0 o Kk
led upon by their nobles or their {overeigns. . i
France, therefore, fuffered the Spaniards and Por- g i
\ tuguefe to difcover new worlds, and to give laws to Eiforinee
unknown nations. Their attention was at length exs dered me-
‘cited by Admiral Coligny, a man of the moft exten- Hopol
) “ . . € IIrit eX=-
five, fteady, and adive genius, that ever flourithed in peditions of
that powerful empire. This great politician, attentive e
to the interefts of his country, even amidft the horrors Hem.
of a civil war, fent John Ribaud to Florida, in 1 8Ok fPhers.
This vaft tract of North America then extended from
Mexico to the country which the Englith have fince
cultivated under the name of Carolina. The Spaniards.
had paffed over it in 1512, but without fettling there.
The motives that engaged them to make this difcove. *
1y, and thofe which induced them to relinquifh it, are
equally unaccountable.
All the Indians of the Caribbee iflands believed, up-
on the credit of an ancient tradition, that nature had
concealed a {pring, or fountain, fomewhere on the con-
tinent, the waters of which had the property of reftor-
ing youth to all old mer who were fo fortunate as to
tafte of them. - The notion of immortality was always
the paffion of mankind, and the comfort of old age.
This idea delighted the romantic imagination of the
Spaniards. The lofs of many, who were the victims
of their credulity, did not difcourage the reft. Far
from fufpeding that the firft had perithed in an at-
tempt, of which death would prove the moft certain
conlequence, they concluded that they did not return,
becaufe 'they had found the art of enjoying perpetual
youth, and had difcovered a {pot fo delightful, that
they did not choofe to leave it. ~
Ponce de Leon was the moft famous of the naviga-
tors who were infatuated with this chimerical idea.
Fully petfuaded of the exiftence of a third world, 'the
conqueft of which was referved to advance his fame,
but thinking that the remainder of his life was too
thort for the immenfe career that was opening before
him, he refolved to endeavour to renew it, and recover

H i
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o K that youthful vigour fo meceffary to his defigns. He

immediately bent his courfe towards thofe climates
where fable had placed the Fountain of Youth, and
difcovered Florida; from whence he returned to Por-
to-Rico, vifibly more advanced in-years than when he
fet out. Thus chance immortalized the name of an
 adventurer, who made a real difcovery, merely by be-
ing in purfuit of an imaginary one. His fate was the
fame as that of the alchemift, who, while he is fearch-
ing for gold which he does not find, difcovers fome
valuable thing which he was not feeking after.

There is fcarce any ufeful and important difcovery
made by the human mind, that has not been rather
the effe® of a reftlefs imagination, than of induftry
excited by refletion. Chance, which is the imper-
ceptible courfe of nature, is never at reft, and affifts
all men without diftin@ion. Genius grows weary, and
is foon difcouraged; it falls to the lot only of a few,
and exerts itfelf merely at intervals. Tts utmoft efforts
frequently ferve only to throw it in the way of chance,
and invite its affitance. - The only difference between
a man of genius and one of common capacity is, that
the former anticipates and explores what the latter ac-
cidentally hits upon. But even the man of genius
himfelf more frequently employs the advantages which
chance prefents to him. It is the lapidary who gives
the value to the diamond, which the peafant has dig-
ged up without knowing its worth.

The Spaniards had negleéted Florida, becaufe they
did not difcover there, either the fountain that was to
make them all grow young, or gold, which haftens the
period of old age. The French found there a more
real and valuable treafure ; a clear fky, a fruitful foil,
a temperate climate, and favages who were lovers of
peace and hofpitality ; but they themfelves were not
fenfible of the worth of thefe advantages. Had they

followed the directions of Coligny ; had they tilled the
ground, which only wanted the afliftance of man to
call forth its treafures; had a due fubordination been
maintained among the Europeans; had not the rights
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of the natives of the country been violated ; a colonys o0 o &

might have been founded, which in time would have
become flourithing and permanent. But fuch prudent
meafures were not to be expeced from the levity of
the French. The provifions were lavithed ; the fields
were not fown ; the authority of the chiefs was difre-
garded by untractable fubalterns; the paffion for
hunting and war engroflfed all their attention; in a
word, every duty was neglected.

' To complete their misfortune, the civil difturbances
in France diverted the {ubjects from an undertaking
which had -never engaged the attention of govern-
ment. Theological difputes alienated the minds, and
divided the hearts, of all ranks of people. Govern-
ment had violated that facred law of nature, which en-
joins all men to tolerate the opinions of their fellow-
creatures ; and the rules of policy, which are incon-
fiftent with an unfeafonable exertion of tyranny. The
reformed religion had made great progrefs in France,
when it was perfecuted; a confiderable part of the na-
tion was involved in the profcription, and took up
arms.

Spain, though not lefs intolerant, had prevented re-
ligious difturbances, by fuffering the clergy to aflume

* that authority which has been continually increafing,

but which, for the future, will be conftantly on the
decline. The inquifition, always ready to oppofe the
leaft appearance of innovation, found means to pre-
vent the Proteftant religion from making its way into
the kingdom, and by this means {pared itfelf the trou-
ble of extirpating it. Philip II. wholly taken up with
America, and accuftomed to confider himfelf as the
fole proprietor of it, being informed of the attempts
made by fome Frenchmen to fettle there, and of their
being neglected by their own government, fitted out
a fleet from Cadiz to deftroy them. Menendez, who
was the commander of it, landed in Florida, where he
found the enemies he went in fearch of fettled at Ca-
rolina fort. He attacked all their intrenchments, car-

ried them fword in hand, and made a dreadful maf-

H iij
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5 6 o k facre. . Thofe who efcaped the rage of the fword were
XV. hanged on a tree, with this infeription: Not as French-

men, but as beretics.

Far from feeking to revenge this infult, the mini-
ftry of Charles IX. fecretly rejoiced at the mifcarriage
of a projed, which, though they had approved it, was
not countenanced by them ; becaufe it had been con-
trived by the head of the Huguenots, and might re-
fleét honour on their party. The indignation of the
public only confirmed them in their refolution of
fhowing no refentment. ' It was referved for a private
man to execute what the ftate ought to have done.

Dominic de Gourgues, born at Mount Marfan in

Gafcony, a fkilful and intrepid feaman, an enemy to
the Spaniards, from whom he had received perfonal
injuries ; paffionately fond of his country, of hazard-
ous expeditions, and of glory; fold his eftate, built
fome fhips, and with a felect band of his own ftamp,
embarked to attack the murderers in Florida. He
drove them from all their pofts with incredible valour
and a@ivity, defeated them in every rencounter, and,
by way of retaliation for the contemptuous infult they
had fhown, hung them‘up on trees ; with this infcrip-
tion : Not as Spaniards, but as affaffins. '

Had the Spaniards been ‘content with maffacring
_the French, the latter would never have had recourfe
to fuch cruel reprifals; but they were offended at the
infeription, and were guilty of an atrocious a&, 1n re-
venge for the derifion to which they had been expofed.
This is not the only inftance in hiftory which may lead
one to imagine, that it is not the thing that has made
the word, but the word that has made the thing.

The expedition of the brave de Gourgues was at-
tended with no further confequences. He blew up
the forts he had taken, and returned home, either for
-want of provifions fufficient to enable him to remain
in Florida, or becaufe he forefaw that no fuccours were
. to be expetted from France; or thought that friend-

thip with the natives would laft no longer than the:

means of purchafing it, or that he would be attacked
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by the Spaniards. He was received by all true pa-B 0 0K '

triots with the applaufe due to his merit; but neglect-
ed by the court, which was too defpotic and {uperfti-
tious, not to ftand in awe of virtue.

- From the year 1564, when this intrepid Gafcon
evacuated Florida, the French neglefted ~America.
Bewildered in a chaos of unintelligible dodtrines, they

. Jolt their reafon and their humanity. The mildeft and

moft fociable people upon earth became the moft bar-
barous and fanguinary. Scaffolds and ftakes were in-
{ufficient ; as they all appeared criminal in-each other’s
eyes, they were all mutually vitims and .executioners.
After having condemned one another to eternal de-
firuction, they afluflinated each other at the inftigation
of their priefts, who breathed nothing but the {pirit of
revenge and bloodfhed. = At length, the generous

Henry foftened the minds of his fubjects; his compaf-

fion and tendernels made them feel their own calami-
ties ; he revived their fondnefs for the {weets of focial
life ; he prevailed upon them to lay down their arms;
and they confented to live happy under his parental
laws. :
- In this ftate of tranquillity and freedom, under a
king who poflefled the confidence of his people, they
began to turn their thoughts to fome wufeful projects,
and undertook the eftablifhment of colonies abroad.
Florida was the firft country that naturally occurred
to them. Except Fort St. Auguftine, formerly built
by the Spaniards, at the diftance of ten or twelve
leagues from the French colony, the Europeans had
not a fingle fettlement in all that vaft and beautiful
country. The inhabitants were not a formidable fet
of men ; and the f{oil had every promifing appearance
of fertility. It was likewife reported to be tich in gold
and filver mines, both thofe metals having been found
there ; whereas, in fa@, they came' from fome thips
that had been caft away upon the coafts.  The re-
membrance of the great actions performed by fome
Frenchmen could not yet be erafed.: Probably the
French themfelves were rather afraid of irritating
‘ H 11y

XV.
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B 0 0 X 8pain, which was not yet difpofed to fuffer’ the leaft
XV.  fettlement to be made on the Gulf of Mex1co, or even
<Y nearit. 'The danger of provoking a nation, fo formi-
dable in thofe parts, determined them to keep at a di-
ftance as much as poﬁible, and therefore they gave the
preference to the more northern parts of America: that
road was already chalked out.
TheFrench - Francig I, had fent out Verazani, a Florentine, in
tun their y 253 who only tock a view of the ifland of New-
wards Ca- foundland,; and fome coafts of the continent, but made
Fad:  no ftay there.

Eleven years after, James Cartier, a fkilful naviga-
tor of St. Malo, refumed the projeéts of Verazani,
The two nations, which had firft landed in America,
exclaimed againft' the injuftice of treading in their
tootfteps. «Whar! faid Francis I. pleafantly, fball the
kings of Spain and Portugal quietly divide all America
between them, without fuffering me to take a fbare as
their brother2: I would fain fee the article of Adam’s
wwill that bequeaths that vaft inheritance to them.

Cartier proceeded further than his predeceffor. He
went up the river St. Lawrence ; but, after having
bartered fome European commodities with the  fa-
vages for fome of their furs, he re.embarked for
France, where an under takmg, which {feemed to have
been entered upon merely from imitation, was ne-
gle&ed from levity.

"It happened fortunately that the Normans, the Bri-
tons, and the Bifcayans, continued to carry on the
cod.fithery on the great fand-bank along the coafts
of Newfoundland, and in all the adjacent latitudes.
Thefe intrepid and experienced men ferved as pilots
to the adventurers, who, fince the year 1598, have
attempted to fettle colonies in thofe defert regions.
None of thofe firft fettlements profpered, becaufe they
were all under the direction of exclufive companies,
which had neither abilities to choofe the beft fitua-
tions, nor a fufficient capital to wait for their returns.
One monopoly followed another in a rapid fucceflion
without any advantage ; they were purfued with gree-
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dinefs, without a plan, or any means to carry them in-8 0 0o k
to execution. ~All thefe different companies fuccef- V-
fively ruined themfelves ; and the ftate was no gainer
by their lofs. Thefe numerous expeditions had coft
France more men, more money, and more fhips, than
other ftates would have expended in the foundation of
great empires. At laft Samuel de Champlain went a
confiderable way up the river St. Lawrence ; and, in
1608, upon the borders of that river laid the founda-
tion of Quebec, which became the origin, centre, and
capital of New France, or Canada.

The unbounded track, that opened itfelf to the view
of this colony, difcovered only dark, thick, and deep
forefts, the height of which alone was a proof of their
antiquity. Numberlefs large rivers came down from
a confiderable diftance to water thefe immenfe regions.
The intervals between them were full of lakes. A Four
of thefe meafured from two to five hundred leagues in
circumference. Thefe fort of inland feas communicat-
ed with each other; and their waters, after forming
the great river St. Lawrence, confiderably increafed
the bed of the ocean. Every thing in this rude part
of the New World appeared grand and fublime. Na-
ture here difplayed fuch luxuriancy and majefty as
commanded veneration, and a multitude of wild graces,
far fuperior to the artificial beauties of our climates.
Here the imagination of a painter or a poet would
have been raifed, animated, and filled with thofe ideas
which leave a lafting impreflion on the mind. All
thefe countries exhaled an air fit to prolong life. This
temperature, which, from the pofition of the climate,
muft have been extremely pleafant, loft ncthing of its
wholefomenefs by the feverity of a long and intenfe
winter.  Thofe who impute this merely to the woods,
{prings, and mountains, with which this country a-
bounds, have not taken every thing into confideration.
- Others add to thefe caufes of the cold, the elevation
of the land, a pure aerial atmofphere, feldom loaded
. Wwith vapours, and the direGion of the winds, which
blow from north to fouth over feas always frozen.
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B 0 0 k- Notwithftanding this, the inhabitants of this Tharp

XV.
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and bleak climate were but thinly clad.  Before their
intercourfe with us, a cloak of buffalo or beaver {kin,
bound with a leathern girdle, and ftockings made of a
roe-buck’s fkin, was the whole of their drefs. The ad. |
ditions they have fince made give great offence to their
old men, who are ever lamenting the degeneracy of
their manners.

Few of thefe favages knew any thing of hufbandry;
they only cultivated maize, and that they left entirely |
to the management of the women, as being beneath '
the dignity of independent men. Their bittereft impre- |

cation againft an enemy, was the fame as the curfe

pronounced by God againft the firft man, that he
might be reduced to till the ground. Sometimes they
would condefcend to go a-fithing ; but their chief de-
light, and the employment of all their life, was hunt.
ing. For this purpofe, the whole nation went out a
they did to war, every family marched in fearch of

Auftenance.  They prepared for the expedition by fe-

vere fafting, and never ftirred out till they had implor-
ed the affiftance of their gods ; they did not pray for
firength to kill the beafts, but that they might- bef
fortunate as to meet with them. None ftaid behind
except infirm and old men ; all the reft fallied forth;
the men to kill the game, and the women to dry and
bring it home.  The winter was with them the finel
{feafon of the year: the bear, the roe-buck, the fiag
and the elk, could not then run with any degree of
{wiftnefs through fnow that was four or five feet deep.
The favages, who were ftopped neither by the bufhes,
the torrents, the ponds, nor the rivers, and who could
outrun moft of the {wifter animals, were feldom unfuc-
cefsful in the chafe. When they were without game,
they lived upon acorns ; and, for want of thefe, fed
upon the fap or inner fkin that grows between the_
wood and the bark of the afpen tree and the birch.
In the interval between their hunting parties, they
made or mended their bows and arrows, the rackets
for running upon the fnow, and the canoes for crof-
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and a few earthen pots, were the only fpecimens of art
among. thefe wandering nations. Thofe who were col-
lefted in towns, added to thefe the labours requifite for
their fedentary way of life, for the fercing of-their
huts, and fecuring them from:being attacked.. ‘The
favages; at that period, gave them{elves up:to total in=
action, in the moft profound fecurity. ‘The people;
content with their lot, and fatisfied with *what nature
afforded them, were unacquainted with that reftlefl-
nefs which arifes from a fenfe of our own weaknefs,
that lothing of ourfelves and, every thing rabout us,
that neceflity of flying from folitude, and eafing our-
felves of the burden of life by throwing it upon others.

Their ftature in general was beautifully proportion-
ed ; but they had more agility than firength, and were
more fit tq bear the fatigues of the chafe than hard la-
bour, Their features were regular; and there was a
kind of fiercenefs in their alpect, which they contrat-
ed in war and hunting. Their complexion was of a

copper colour ; and they ‘derived it from nature, by

which all men who are conftantly expofed to the open
air are tanned. This complexion was rendered :ftill
more difagreeable by the abfurd cuftom that prevails
among favages, of painting their bodies and faces, ei-

 ther to diftinguifh each other at a diftance, to render
‘themfelves more agreeable to their miftrefles, or more

formidable in war. Befide this varnifh, they rubbed
themfelves with the fat of quadrupeds, or the oil of
fith, a cuftom common and neceflary among them, in
order to prevent the intolerable ftings of gnats and in-
fe@ts, that fwarm in uncultivated countries. Thefe
ointments were prepared and mixed up with certain
red juices, fuppofed to be a deadly poifon to the mof-
chetos. To thefe feveral methods of anointing them-
felves, which penetrate and difcolour the ikin, may be
added, the fumigations they made in their huts againit
thofe infects, and the fmoke of the fires they kept all
the winter to warm themfelves, and to dry their meat.
This was fufficient to make them appear frightful tq
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B 0 0 k our people, though beautiful, without doubt, or at leaft
XV.. not difagreeable to themfelves. Their fight, {mell, and

hearing, and all their fenfes, were remarkably quick,
and gave them early notice of their dangers and wants,
Thefe were few, but their difeafes were ftill fewer,
They hardly knew of any but what were occafioned
by too violent exercife, or eating too much after long
abftinence.

They weré not a very numerous people ; and, pof-
fibly, this might be an advantage to them. Polithed
nations muft with for an increafe of population, be-
caufe, as they are governed by ambitious rulers, who
are the more inclined to war from not being perfonal-
ly engaged in'it, they are under a neceflity of fight-
ing, either to invade or repulfe their neighbours ; and
becaufe they never have a fufficient extent of territo-
ry to fatisfy their enterprifing and expenfive way of
life. But unconne&ed nations, who are always wan-
dering, and guarded by the deferts which divide them;
who can fly when they are attacked, and whofe po-
+ verty preferves them from committing or fuffering any
injuftice ; fuch favage nations do not feel the want of
numbers. Perhaps nothing more is required, than to
be able to refift the wild beafts, occafionally to drive
away an infignificant enemy, and mutually to affi
_ each other. Had they been more populous, they
would the fooner have exhaufted the country they in-
habited, and have been forced to remove in fearch of
another; the only, or, at leaft, the greateft misfortune
attending their precarious way of life.
~ Independent of thefe reflections, which poffibly did
not occur fo ftrongly to- the favages of Canada, the
nature of things was alone fufficient to check their in-
creafe. Though they lived in a country abounding in
game and fifh, yet in fome feafons, and fometimes for
whole years, this refource failed them: and famine
then occafioned a great deftruction among people who
were at too great a diftance to affift each other. Therr
wars, or tranfient hoftilities, the refult of former ani-
mofities, were very defiructive. Men conftantly ac-
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cuftomed to hunt for their fubfiftence, to tear in piecess 0 o x
the animal they had overtaken, to hear the cries of XV-

death, and fee the fhedding of blood, muft have been
ftill more cruel in war, if poffible, than our own peo-
ple, who live partly on vegetables. In a word, not-
withftanding all that has been faid in favour of inu-
ring children to hardfhips, which mifled Peter the
 Great to fuch a degree that he ordered that none of
his failors children fhould drink any thing but fea-
water (an experiment which proved fatal to all who
tried it); it is certain, that a great many young fava-
ges perifhed through hunger, thirft, cold, and fatigue.
Even thofe whofe conftitution was ftrong enough to
bear the ufual exercifes of thofe climates, to {wim
over the broadeft rivers, to go two hundred leagues
on a hunting party, to live many days without fleep,
to {ubfift a confiderable time without any food ; fuch
men muft have been exhaufted, and totally unfit for
the purpofes of generation. Few were fo long-lived
as our people, whofe manner of living is more uni-
form and tranquil.

The aufterity of a Spartan education, the cuftom
of inuring children to hard labour and coarfe food,
has been produltive of dangerous miftakes. Philo-
fophers, defirous of alleviating the miferies incident to
mankind, have endeavoured to comfort the wretched
who have been doomed to a life of hardfhips, by
perfuading them that it was the moft wholefome and
the beft. The rich have eagerly adopted a f{yftem,
which ferved to render them infenfible to the fuffer-
ings of the poor, and to difpenfe them from the du-
ties of humanity and compaflion. Butit is an error
to imagine, that men, who are employed in the more
laborious arts of fociety, live as long as thofe who en-
joy the fruit of their toil. Moderate labour firength-
ens the human frame ; exceflive labour impairs it. A
peafant is an old man at fixty ; while the inhabitants
of towns, who live in affluence, and with fome de-
. Bree of moderation, frequently attain to fourfcore and
upward. Even men of letters, whofe employments
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B 0 O Kare by no means fayvourable to health, afford manyin.
XV

ftances of longevity. Let not then our modern writs
ings propagate this fallfe and cruel error, to feduce
the rich to difregard the groans of the poor, and to
transfer all their tendernels from their vaflals to their
dogs and horfes.

Three original languages were fpoken in Canada,
the Algonquin, the Sioux, and the Huron. They
were confidered as primitive languages, becaufe each
of them contained many of thofe imitative words
which convey anidea of things by found. The dia-
leéts derived from them were nearly as numerous: as
their towns. - No abfiract terms were found in thefe
languages, becaufe the infant mind of the favages fel-
dom extends its view beyond the prefent object and
the prefent time; and, as they have but few ideas,
they feldom want to reprefent {feveral, under one and
the: fame fign. Befides; the language of thefe peo-

~ple,: almoft always animated by a quick, fimple, and

ftrong fenfation, excited by the great {cenes of nature,
contracted a lively and poetical caft from their {trong
and active imagination. The aftonifhment and ad-
miration which proceeded from their ignorance, gave
them a ftrong propenfity to exaggeration. They ex-
preffed what they faw ; their language painted, as it

were, natural objects in ftrong colouring; and their

difcourfes were quite picturefque. . I'or want of terms
agreed upon to denote certain compound or complex
ideas, they made ufe of figuratiye expreflions. What
was {till wanting in {peech, they fupplied by their gef-
tures, their attitudes, their bodily motions, and the mo-
dulations of the voice. ' The boldeft metaphors were
more familiar to them in common converfation, than
they are even in epic poetry in the European languages.
Their fpeeches in public aflemblies, particularly, were
full of imiages, energy, and pathos.. No Greek or Ro-
man orator ever {poke, perhaps, with more firength
and {ublimity than one of their chiefs. It was thought
neceflary to perfuade them to remove at a ditance
from their native {oil. = We were born, faid he, on this
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fpot, our fathers lie buried in it.. Shall we [ay to theB 0 0 K i
bones of our fathers, Arife, and come with us wnto a fo- XV il
jon land 2 | ; it
reign |
It may eafily be imagined, that {uch nations could i
not be fo gentle nor fo weak as thofe of South Ameri- i
ca. They thowed that they had that degree of activi- i
ty and firength which the people of the northern na- ’
tions always poflefs, unlefs they are, like the Lapland-
ers, of a very different {pecies from ours. They had |
but juft attained to that degree of knowledge and ci- !
vilization, to which inftin¢t alone may lead men in the
fpace of a few years; and it is among f{uch people il
that a philofopher may ftudy man in a ftate of nature. ' ]
They were divided into feveral {mall nations, whofe e
form of government ‘was nearly fimilar. . Some had B
hereditary. chiefs; others eleéted them; the greater i
part were only direted by their old men. = ‘They were |
' mere aflociations; formed by chance, and always free ;
and though united, they were bound by no tie.. - The
will of individuals was not even overruled by the ge-
neral one. - All decilions were confidered only as mat-
ter of advice, which was not binding, or enforced by
any-penalty. If, in one of thefe fingular republics, a
man was condemned to death, it was rather a kind of
war againft .a common enemy, than an act of juftice
exercifed again{t a fubject or a fellow-citizen. Inftead
of coercive power, good manners, example, education,
arefpe&t for old men, a parental affection, maintained
peace in thefe focieties, where there was neither law
nor property. Reafon, which had not been mifled by :
prejudice, or corrupted by paffion, as it is with us, '
ferved them inftead of moral precepts and regulations
of police. - Harmony and fecurity were maintained
| without the interpofition of government,  Authority
never encroached upon that powerful inftinét of ~na-
ture, the love of independence ; which, enlightened by
reaton, produces in us the love of equality.
. Henee arifes that regard which the favages have for
eachiother. - They lavith their expreflions of efteem,
and expe the fame in return. They are obliging, but
¢ 2 .

L :.';';j:,_&. _‘ ]



128 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B 0 o K referved ; they weigh their words, and liften with great
V-, attention.  Their gravity, which appears like a kind
of melancholy, is particularly obfervable in their na.
tional aflemblies. Every one {peaks in his turn, ac.
cording to his age, experience, and fervices. No one
is ever interrupted, either by indecent refle¢tions or ill-
timed applaufe. Their public affairs are managed with
fuch difintereftednefs as is unknown in our govern.
ments, where the ‘welfare of the ftate is hardly ever
promoted but from felfith views or party fpirit. Itis
no uncommon thing 'to hear one of thefe favage ona-
tors, when his {peech has met with univerfal applaufe, |
telling thofe who agreed to his opinion, that another
man is more deferving of their confidence. ,
This mutual refpe@ among the inhabitants of the
fame place, prevails between the feveral nations, when
they are not in actual war. The deputies are received
- and treated with that friendfhip that is due to men who
i . come to treat of peace and alliance. Wandering na-
‘, tions, who have not the leaft notion of increafing their
| g territory, never negotiate for conqueft, or for any inte.
' fefts relative to dominion. Even thofe who have fixed |
b fettlements, never contend with others for coming to l
1 live in their diftri¢t, provided they do not moleftthem. |
l ' The earth, fay they, is made for all men ; no one muft
'1{ pofiefs the fhare of two. All the politics, therefore, of
|

the favages, confift in forming leagues againft an ene-
my who is too numerous or too ftrong, and in {ufpend-
ing hoftilities that become too deftru@ive. When they
have agreed upon a truce or league of amity, it is rati-
! fied by mutually exchanging a belt, or firing of beads,
| which are a kind of {nail-fhells. The white ones are
j very comimon ; but the purple ones, which are rare, |
| and the black, which are ftill more fo, are much |
efteemed. They work them into a cylindrical form,

bore them, and then make them up into' necklaces.

"The branches are about a foot long, and the beads are

| ‘ firung upon them one after another in a ftraight line. |
, "The necklaces are broad belts, on which the beads are

| placed in rows, and neatly tacked down with little

3




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 129

flips of leather. The fize, weight, and colour of thefe® o o &
thells, are adapted to the importance of the bufinefs. __*V- |
. They ferve as jewels, as records, and as annals. They

are the bond of union between nations and individuals.

They are the facred and inviolable pledge which is a
confirmation of words, promifes, and treaties. The

chiefs of towns are the keepers of thefe records. They

know their meaning ; they interpret them; and by

means of thele figns, they tranfmit the hiftory of the
country to the fucceeding generation.

- As the favages poffefs no riches, they are of a bene-
volent turn. A ftriking inftance of this appears in the
care they take of their orphans, widows, and infirm
people. . They liberally fhare their fcanty provifion
with thofe whofe crops have failed, or who have been
unfuccefsful in hunting or fithing. Their tables and
their huts are open night and day to ftrangers and tra-
vellers.  This generous hofpitality, which makes the
advantages of a private man a public blefling, is chief-
ly conipicuous in their entertainments. A f{avage
claims refpect, not fo much from what he poflefles, as
from what he gives away. The whole ftock of pro-
vifions collected during a chafe that has lafted fix
months, is frequently expended in one day ; and he
who gives the entertainment enjoys more pleafure than
his guefts.

- None of the writers who have defcribed the man-
ners of the favages have reckoned benevolence among
their virtues. But this may be owing to prejudice,
which has made them confound the antipathy arifing
from refentment, with natural temper. Thefe people
neither love nor efteem the Europeans, nor are they
very kind to them, The inequality of conditions,
. which we think fo neceffary for the well-being of fo-
Ciety, is, in their opinion, the greateft folly. They are
fhocked to fee, that among us, one man has more pro-
perty than feveral others colleGtively, and that this firft
juftice is producive of a fecond, which is, that the
man who has moft riches is on that account the moft
refpected. But what appears to them a meannefs be-
Vol V. :
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8 0 o k low the brute creation, is, that men who are equal by

%V,

nature fhould degrade themfelves fo far as to depend

” upon the will or the caprice of another. The refpeck

we fhow to titles, dignities, and efpecially to hereditary
nobility, they call an infult, an outrage to human na-
ture. Whoever knows how to guide a canoe, to beat
an enemy, to build a hut, to live upon little, to go a
hundred leagues in the woods, with no other guide
than the wind and fun, or any provifion but a bow and
arrows ; he aéts the part of a man, and what more can

~ be expe@ed of him? That reftlefs difpofition, which

prompts us to crofs fo many feas in queft of fugitive
advantages, appears to them rather the effect of pover-
ty than of induftry. They laugh at our arts, our man-
ners, and all thofe cuftoms which infpire us witha
greater degree of vanity, in proportion as they remove
us further from the ftate of nature. Their franknefs
and honefty are roufed to indignation by the tricks
and cunning which have been pradifed in our dealings
with them. A multitude of other motives, fome
founded on prejudice, but frequently on reafon, have
rendered the Europeans odious to the Indians. They
have made reprifals, and are become harth and cruel in
their intercourfe with us. The averfion and contempt
they have conceived for our manners, have always
made them avoid our fociety. We have never been
able to reconcile any of them to our indulgent manner
of living; whereas we have feen fome Europeans
forego all the conveniencies of civil life, retire into
the forefts, and take up the bow and the club of the
favage.

_An innate {pirit of benevolence, however, fometimes
brings the favages back to us. At the beginning of the
winter a French veflel was wrecked upon the rocks of
Anticofti. The failors who had efcaped the rigour of
the feafon and the dangers of famine in this defert and
favage ifland, built a_bark out of the remains of their
thip, which, in the following {pring, conveyed them to
the continent. They were obferved in a languid and
expiring ftate, by a hut filled with favages. Brethreny

e
e
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{uid the chief of ohis lonely family,‘ addrefling hlmfelf BEdOEK

affeGtionately to them, the wretched are entitled to our
pity and our afliftance. We are men, and the misfortunes
incident to any of the buman race affect us in the fame
manner as if they were our own. Thele humane ex-
preflions were accompanied with every token of friend-
thip thefe generous favages had it in their power to
fhow. , : PR ‘
Europeans; who are fo proud of your government,
of your laws, of your inftitutions, of your monuments,
of every thing that you call your wifdom, {uffer me to
engage your attention for a moment. I have juft de-
feribed, in a plain and artlefs way, the life and manners
of the favages. I have not concezled from you their
vices, nor have I exaggerated their virtues: I entreat
you to preferve the fenfations which my narrative hathi
raifed in you, till the man of the firft genius and of the
greateft eloquence among you, fhall have prepared
himfelf to defcribe to you, with all the firength and
with all the magic of his colouring; the good and the
evil of your civilized countries. His picture will un-
doubtedly tranfport you with admiration ; but do you

- imagine that it will leave in your minds that delicious

emotion which you experience at prefent? Will the
writer infpire you with thofe fentiments of efteem;
love, and veneration; which you have joft granted the
favages? You would only be miferable favages if you
were to live in the forefts; and the loweft of the favages
would be a refpectable man in your cities: = . |
One thing only was wanting to complete the felicity
of the Americans, and that was the happinefs of being
fond of their wives. Nature hath in vain beftowed on
their women, a good fhape, beautiful eyes, pleafing
features, and long black hair. All thefe accomplifh-
ments are no longer regarded than while they remain
in a ftate of independence. They no fooner {ubmit to

- the matrimonial yoke, but even their hufband, who is

the only man they love, grows infenfible to thofe
charms they were fo liberal of before marriage. The
ftate of life, indeed, to which this condition fubjecks
Fij
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B 0 O K them, is by no means favourable to beauty. Their

XV,
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features alter, and they lofe at once the defire and the
power of pleafing. They are laborious, indefatigable,
and adive. They dig the ground, fow, and reap;
while their hufbands, who difdain to ftoop to the
drudgeries of hufbandry, amufe themfelves with hunt-
ing, fithing, fhooting with the bow, and afferting the
dominion of man over the earth.

Many of thefe nations allow a plurality of wives;
and even thofe that do not practife polygamy, have
il referved to themfelves the liberty of a divorce. The
very idea of an indifloluble tie never once entered the
thoughts of a people who are free till death, When
¢thofe who are married difagree, they part by confent,
and divide their children between them. Nothing ap-
pears to them more repugnant to nature and reafpn,
than the contrary {yftem which prevails among Chri-
fians. The Great Spirit, fay they, hath created us all
to be happy ; and we fhould offend him, were we to
live in a perpetual ftate of conftraint and uneafinefs.
This {yftem agrees with what one of the Miamis faid
to one of the miflionaries, My wife and I were con-
tinually at variance. My neighbour difagreed equally
wwith his. We bave exchanged wives, and are both [atis-

fied.

A celebrated writer, whom we cannot but admire,
even when we differ from him in opinion, has obfery-
ed, that love among the Americans is never produdive
of induftry, genius, and charader, as it is among the
Europeans ; becaufe the former, fays he, have a fixth
fenfe, weaker than it is among the latter. The favages,
it is faid, are neither acquainted with the torments nor
the delights of this moft violent of all paffions. The

. air and the climate, the moifture of which contributes

fo powerfully to ‘'vegetation, does not beftow upon
them any great warmth of conftitution. The fame fap
which covers the countries with forefts, and the trees

with leaves, occafions among men, as among women,

the growth of long, fmooth, thick, ftrong, and fturdy
hair. Men who have little more beard than eunuchs

—
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have, cannot abound in generating principles. Thes ook
blood of thefe people is watery and cold; the males _*V-
have fometimes milk in their breafts. Hence arifes
their tardy inclination to the fex ; their averfion for
them at certain periods, and in times of pregnancy ;
and that feeble and tranfient ardour, which is excited
only at certain feafons of the year. Hence arifes that
quicknefs’ of imagination, which renders them f{uper-
ftitious, fearful as children in the dark, and as much.
prone to revenge as women; which makes them poets,
: and figurative in their difcourfe ; men of feeling, ina
word, but not of firong pafiions. Hence, in fhort,
hath proceeded that want of population which hath
always been obferved in them.  They have few chil-
dren, becaufe they are not fufficiently fond of women.
E And this is a national defeé; with which the old men-
were inceflantly reproaching the young people.

But ‘may it not be faid, that the paflion of thefa-
vages for women is lefs languid from' the nature of
their conftitution, than from their moral character?
The pleafures of love are too eafily indulged among
them, to excite any ftrong defires. Accordingly, a-
mong ourfelves, it is not in thofe ages, where luxury
encourages incontinence, that we fee the men moft
attached to the women, and the women bear the moft

E children. ‘In what country hath love ever 'been a
| fource of heroifm and virtue, when the women have.
not encouraged their lovers to thefe purfuits by chafte
. refufals, and by the fhame they had affixed to the
weaknefs of their fex? It is at Sparta, at Rome, and
i even in France, in the ages of chivalry, that love hath
i given rife to great undertakings, and hath occafioned
' the enduring of great hardfhips. There it is, that,
‘uniting itfelf to public fpirit, it aflifted patriotifm, or
{fupplied the place of it. 'As it wasa more difficult
thing always to pleafe one woman, than to {educe fe-
veral, the fway of moral love prolonged the power of
natural love, by fupprefling it, by direting it to pro-
per’ objects, by deceiving it even with hopes which
.kept 'up defires, and maintained the paffion in all its
b , I i
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XV.

ments, was productive of great effeéts. © To love was
not then an art, but a paflion, which being engen-
dered in innocence itfelf, was kept alive by facrifices,
inftead of being extinguithed in voluptuoufnefs.
With refpeét to the favages, if they fhould not be
fo fond of women as civilized people are, it is. mnot,
perhaps, for want of powers or inclination to popula-

. tion. But the firft wants of nature may, ‘perhaps, re-

ftrain in them the claims of the fecond. Their firength
is almoft all exhaufted in procuring their fubfiftence.
Hunting and other expeditions leave them neither the
opportunity nor the leifure of attending to the increale
of their fpecies. No. wandering nation can ever be
numerous.  What muft become of women obliged to
follow their hufbands a hundred leagues, with chil-
dren at their breaft or in their.arms? What would
become of the children themfelves, if deprived of the
milk that muft neceflarily fail during the fatigues of
the journey? Hunting prevents, and war deftroys,
the increafe of mankind. A favage warrior refifts the
feducing arts of young women, who ftrive to allore
him. When nature compels this tender fex to make
the firft advances, and to purfue the men that avoid
them, thofe who are lefs inflamed with military ar-
dour than with the charms of beauty, yield to the
temptation. - But the true warriors, who have been
early tanght that an intercourfe with women enervates
firength and courage, do not furrender. It is not,
therefore, owing to natural defeéts that Canada is un-
peopled, but to the tra& of life purfued by its inhabi-
tants.  Though they are as fit for procreation as our
northern people, all their firength is employed for
their own prefervation. Hunger does not permit them
to attend to the paflion of love. If the people of the
{fouth facrifice every thing to this latter defire, it is
becaufe the former is eafily fatisfied. In a country
where nature is very prolific, and man confumes but
little, all the ftrength he has to {pare is entirely turn-
¢d ta population; which is likewife aflifted by thg °
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warmth of the climate. In a climate where men con-8 0 0 K .
fume more than nature affords them without pains, *V-
the time and the faculties of the human {pecies are
exhaufted in fatigues that are detrimental to popula-
tion. i

But a further proof, that the favages are not lefs
inclined to women than we are, is, that they are |
much fonder of their children. Their mothers fuckle
them ftill they are four or five years old, and fome- :
times till fix or feven. From their earlieft infancy, {
their parents pay a regard to their natural indepen- A I
dence, and never beat or chide them, left they fhould
check that free and martial {pirit, which is one day
to conftitute their principal chara&er. They even
forbear to make ufe of ftrong arguments to perfuade
them, becaufe this would be in fome meafure a re-
ftraint upon their will.  As they are only taught what

they want to know, they are the happieft children

upon earth. If they die, the parents lament them
with deep regret; and will fometimes go fix months -
after, to weep over the grave of their child : and the
mother will {prinkle it with her own milk.

The ties of friend{hip among the favages are more
lafting than thofe of nature. Friendfhip is not abfo-

- lutely a duty, fince it cannot be commanded : but it
is a more agreeable, a more tender, and even a ftrong-

er union, than thofe which are formed by nature, or

by focial inftitutions. All perfons who are connected
by that delightful fentiment, agree in giving mutual
advice to each other in difficult conjun&ures ; in admi-
 niftering comfort in misfortunes; in granting affiftance
in undertakings, and fuccours in adverfity. Imagina-
tion, far from feeking to diminifh the obligations in-
cumbent upon this virtue, delights in exaggerating
them. It is thought that it cannot fubfift without an
entire negle@ of one’s felf, a total renunciation of all
perfonal interefts in favour of the friend truly beloved.

It is not given to all men to enjoy the fweets of
friendfhip. Several can neither feel it themfelves,
nor infpire it to others, on account of the coldnefs and

‘ 1 iii
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(BQOK ftiffnefs of their character. - How is it poffible that it

L—-v-...:

fhould enter into the heart of the rich? They have
no- other concern but their prefent opulence, the de-
fire of increafing it, and the dread of lofing it. The
powerful man requires none but flatterers, who {carce
can venture to raife their timid looks up to him; and
mean  fouls, who. fervilely implore his protecion.
What pleafure could he find in an intimate friendly
connection, which the loweft clafs of citizens might
enjoy as well or better, than he? The diffipated man
is equally incapable of ftrong or lafting affection ; he
is wholly abforbed in thow, and in a variety of plea-
{ures. . His enjoyments are external, and his heart

‘totally unconnected with his attachments.

Friendfhip among favages is never broken by that
variety of clathing interefts, which in our focieties
weaken even the tendereft and the moft facred con-
nections. - When a man hath once made his choice,
he depofits in the breaft of his aflociate his inmoft
thoughts, his fentiments, his projects, his forrows, and
his joys. The two friends fhare every thing in com-
moen ; their union is for life ; they fight fide by fide;
and if one fhould fall, the other certainly expires upon
the body of  his friend. Even then they cherifh the
flattering perfuafion, that their feparation will be only
momentary, and that they fhall rejoin each other in
another world, where they fhall-never part, and where
they {hall perpetually render each other the moft im-
portant fervices. An Iroquois, who was a Chriftian,
but who did not live according to the maxims of the
gofpel, was threatened with eternal punithments. He
afked whether his friend, who had been buried a few
days, was in hell? I have firong reafons to believe, re-
plied the miffionary, that he hath not been fent to that
place of torment. If that be the cafe, replied the fa-
vage, I will not go there either. He immediately pro-
miled to alter his manners, and after this, always led a
very exemplary life.

The favages thow a degree of penetration and faga-
sity, which aftonithes every man who has not obferved
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how much our arts and methods of life contribute to; ¢ o g
render our minds dull and inadtive : becaufe we are Xv.
feldom under a neceffity of thinking, and have only =V
the trouble to learn. If however they have never im-
proved any thing, any more than thofe animals, in
which we obferve the greateft fhare of fagacity, it is
probably becaufe, as they have no ideas but {uch as
relate to their prefent wants, the equality that {ubfifts
between them lays every individual under a neceflity
- of thinking for himfelf, and of {pending his whole life
| in acquiring this common ftock of knowledge ; hence
' it may be reafonably .inferred, that the {fum total of
~ ideas in a fociety of favages is no more than the fum
of ideas in each individual.

Inftead of abftrufe meditations, the favages delight
in fongs. . They are faid to have no variety in their
finging ; but it is uncertain whether thofe who have
heard them had an ear properly adapted to their
mufic. When we firft hear a foreign language ipoken,
the whole feems one continued found, and appears to
be pronounced with the fame tone of voice, without
any modulation or profody. It is only by continued
habit that we learn to diftinguifh.the words and {ylia-
bles, and to perceive that the found of fome is dull,
and that of others fharp, and that it is more or lefs
lengthened out. Would it not require at leaft as much
time to enable us to determine any thing certain with
regard to.the mufic of any nation, which muft always
be fubordinate to their language?

Their dances are generally an emblem of war, and
they ufually dance with their weapons in their hands.
There is fomething {o regular, rapid, and terrible, in
thefe dances, that an European, when firft he fees
them, cannot help {huddering.” He imagines that the
ground will in a moment be covered with blood and
fcattered limbs, and that none of the dancers or the
fpeGators will furvive. It is fomewhat remarkable,
that in the firft ages of the world, and among favage
nations, dancing thould be an imitative art, and that
it (hould have loft that chara&eriftic in civilized coun-
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fteps without meaning, But it is with dances as with

=== languages, they grow abftracted like the ideas they
are intended to reprefent. The figns of them are |

more allegorical, as the minds of the people become
more refined. In the fame manner as a fingle word,
in a learned language, exprefles feveral ideas ; {o, in an
allegorical dance, a fingle ftep, a fingle attitude, i
fufficient to excite a variety of fenfations. It is owing
to want of imagination, either in the dancers, or the
fpe@ators, if a figured dance be not, or do not appear
to be, expreflive. Befides, the favages can exhibit
none but ftrong paflions and ferocious manners, and
thefe muft be reprefented by more fignificant images
in their dances, which are the language of gefture, the
firt and fimpleft of all languages. Nations living in
a ftate of civil fociety, and in peace, have only the
gentler paffions to reprefent, which are beft exprefled
by delicate images, fit to convey refined ideas. It

might not, however, be improper fometimes to bring |

back dancing to its firft origin, to exhibit the old fim-
plicity of manners, to reviye the firft fenfations of na-
ture by motions which reprefent them, to depart from

the antiquated and fcientific mode of the Greeks and |
Romans, and to adopt the lively and fignificant images |

of the rude Canadians.

Thefe favages, always totally devoted to the purfuit
of the prefent paflion, are extravagantly fond of gam-
ing, as is ufual with all idle people, and efpecially of
games of chance. The {fame men, who are common-
ly fo fedate, moderate, and difinterefted, and have fuch
a command of themfelves, are outrageous, greedy, and
turbulent at play; they lofe their peace, their {enfes,
and all they are poflefled of. Deftitute of almoft eve-

vy thing, coveting all they fee, and when they likeit, |
eager to have and enjoy it, their attention is entirely |
turned to the moft fpeedy and readieft way of acquii- |

ing it. This is a confequence of their manners, as well

e ——

as of their chara@ter. The profpect of prefent happ:
nefs always prevents them from difcerning the evils
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that may enfue. Their forecaft does not even reachs o o
from day to night. They are alternately filly children __*V-
and violent men. Every thing depends with them on
the prefent moment.

' Gaming alone would lead them to fuperftition, even
if they were not naturally fubject to that fcourge of
the human race. But as they have few phyficians or
empirics of this kind to have recourfe to, they fuffer
lefs from this diftemper of the mind than more polifh-

' ed nations, and are better difpofed to attend to the

| fuggeftions of reafon, which abate the violence of it.

The Iroquois have a confufed notion of a firft Being

who governs the world at pleafure. They never re-

pine at the evil which this Being permits. When

fome mifchance befals them, they {ay, the man above

. will bave it fo ; and there is, perhaps, more philofophy

. in this fubmiffion, than in all the reafonings and de-

clamations of our philofophers. Moft other favage na-

tions wor(hip thofe two firft principles of good and evil,

which occur to the human mind as foon as it has ac-

quired any conception of invifible fubftances. = Some-

times they worfhip a river, a foreft, the fun or the

moon ; in fhort, any beings in which they have obferv-

. ed a certain power and motion ; becaufe, wherever

| they fee motion, which they cannot account for, they
. luppofe there is a foul.

' They feem to have fome notion of a future ftate ;

but, having no principles of morality, they do not

think the next life is a ftate of reward for virtue and

punithment for vice. They believed that the indefa-

tigable huntfman, the fearlefs and mercilefs warrior,

who has flain or burnt many enemies, and made his

, own town viorious, will after death pafs into a coun-

' try, where he will be fupplied with plenty of all kinds

, of animals to fatisfy his hunger; whereas thofe who

are grown old in indolence, and without glory, will be

for ever banifhed into a barren land, where they will
| be eternally expofed to famine and ficknefs. Their

' tenets are fuited to their manners and their wants.

' They believe in fuch pleafures and fuch fufferings as
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B 0 0 K they are acquainted with. They have more hopes thay

fears, and are happy even in their delufions. = They
are, however, often tormented with dreams. ,

Ignorance is naturally prone to conne¢t fomething
myfterious with dreams, and to afcribe them to the
agency of fome powerful being, who takes the oppor.
tunity, when our facultics are fufpended and lulled
afleep, of watching over us in the abfence of our fenfes.
it is, as it were, a foul, diftin& from our own, that
glides into us, to inform us of what is to come, when
we cannot yet fee it; though futurity be always pre.
fent to that Being who created all things.

In the bleak and rough climates of Canada, where
the people live by hunting, their nerves are apt to be
painfully affected by the'inclemency of the weather,
and by fatigue and long abftinence. Then thefe fa-
vages have melancholy and troublefome dreams: they
imagine they are furrounded with enemies; they fee

- their town furprifed, and deluged in blood ; they e

ceive injuries and wounds ; their wives, their children,
their friends, are carried off. When they awake, they
take thefe vifions for a warning from the gods; and
that fear which firft infpired them with this idea adds
to their natural ferocity, by the melancholy caftit
gives to their thoughts, and their gloomy complexions.
The old women, who are ufelefs in the world, dream |
for the fafety of the commonwealth. : Some weak old
men alfo, like them too, dream on public affairs, in
which they have no fhare orinfluenice. Young men |
who are unfit for war or laborious exercifes, will dream |
too, that they may bear fome part in the adminiftra-
tion of the clan. In vain hath it been attempted, dur- §

ing two centuries, to remove illufions fo deeply rooted.

The favages have conftantly replied, Zou Chriftians |
laugh at the faith we bave w dreams, and yet require U |
10 believe things infinitely more improbable. "Lhus we fee |
in thefe untutored nations the feeds of prieftcraft, with
all its train of evils. ' Sy :

- Were it not for thefe melancholy fits and dreams, |

there would fcarce ever be any contentions among
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them. FEuropeans, who Have lived long in thofe coun-s 0 0 &
tries, affure us they never faw an Indian in a paffion. o
Without fuperftition, there would be as few national ™"
gs private quarrels.
- Private differences are moft commonly adjufted by

the majority of the people. The refpe& thown by the
nation to the aggrieved party fooths his felf-love, and.
difpofes him to peace. It is' more difficult to prevent
quarrels, or to put an end to hoftilities between two -
nations:

War often takes its rife from hunting. = 'When two
companies, which were feparated by a foreft a hundred
Jeagues in extent, happen to meet, and to interfere
with each other’s fport, they foon quarrel, and turn
‘thofe weapons againft one another which were intend-
ed for the deftru@ion of bears. This flight {kirmifh
‘i a {ource of eternal difcord. ' The vanquithed party
vows implacable vengeance againft the conquerors; 3
national hatred which will be maintained by their po-
fterity, and be rekindled from their afhes. The mu-

. tual wounds which both parties fuffer in fkirmifhes of

this kind fometimes put a ftop to thefe contentions; i
when on each fide they happen to be occafioned by

fome impetuous young men, who in the heat of youth

may have been tempted to remove to a confiderable

diftance, in order to make a trial of their military fkill.

But the contentions between whole nations are not

eafily excited.

The declaration of war, when it appears neceflary,
is not left to the judgment and decifion of one man.
The nation meets, and the chief fpeaks. He ftates the
nature of the injury, and caufes of complaint. The
matter is confidered; the dangers and the confequences
_of a rupture are weighed. The orators fpeak directly
to the point, without hefitation, without digreflion, or
~ without miftaking the cafe. The arguments are dif-
~ cuffed with a firength of reafoning and eloquence that
arifes from'the evidence and fimplicity of the matter
in difpute ; and even with an impartiality which is lefs
affe@ted by their ftrong paflions, than it is among vs by
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ey

mined by their giving a general thout, the allies are in.
vited to join in it, which they feldom refufe, as they
always have fome injury to revenge, or fome flain to
replace by prifoners.

The favages next proceed to the ele@ion of a chief.
When a certain number of men affemble to execute
an enterprife, in which common intereft is concerned,
one perfon among them muft be appointed to guide
the motions of the multitude, of whom he muft be the
common foul ; a foul which muft command them all
as imperioufly as its orders are iffued to the members
of the body which it inhabits, and which muft be o.
beyed with as much difpatch and punéuality. When.
ever this identity ceafes, diforder is introduced. It is
no longer an army which hath the fame obje& in
view; it is a fet of diftin&t officers and foldiers who
have each of them their particular defigns. That fub-
ordination which conneéts one hundred thoufand men

with all their powers to one commander, is the chief

circumftance of diftin&tions between modern and an-
cient warriors. Among the latter, every man ufed to
fingle out his enemy, and bid him defiance in the
midft of the throng. 'An engagement was nothing
more than a great number of duels fought at the fame
time upon a field of battle. It is not fo at prefent
our armies confift of deep, large, and clofe bodies of
men, placed upon a line, prefled together, and moving
in all direcions as one fingle body. Formerly an en-
gagement was a duel between man and man’ at pre-
fent, it is a duel of one body of men againft another.
The leaft want of fubordination would bring on con-
fufion, and confufion would occafion a horrid maffacre
and a humiliating defeat.

The diflike which the favages of Canada have for
whatever may reftrain their independence, hath not
prevented them from perceiving the neceflity of hav-

‘ing a military chief. They have always been led to

action by commanders, and phyfiognomy hath been

always attended to in the choice they have made of '

e
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diculous, way of forming a judgment of men, where
they have been trained up from their infancy to dif-
guife their real fentiments, and where, by a conftant
practice of diflimulation and artificial paffions, the
countenance is no longer expreflive of the mind. But
a favage, who is folely guided by nature, and is ac-

quainted with its workings, feldom miftakes in the

judgment he forms at firft fight. The chief requifite,
next to a warlike afped, is a ftrong voice ; becaufe, in
armies that march without drums or clarions, in order
more effeGtually to furprife the enemy, nothing is fo
proper to found an alarm, or to give the fignal for the
onfet, as the terrible voice of a chief, who {houts and
ftrikes at the fame time, But the beft recommenda-
tions for a general are his exploits. Every one is at
liberty to boaft of his victories, in order that he may
be the firft to expofe himfelf to march foremoft to
meet danger ; to tell what he has done, in order to
fhow what he will do: and the favages think felf-
commendation not unbecoming a hero who can fhow
his {cars.

~ He who is chofen to be chief, and to lead on the
teft in the path of glory, never fails to harangue them.
“ Comrades,” fays he, “ the bones of our brethren are
“ ftill uncovered. They cry out againft us; we muft
“ fatisfy them. Young men, to arms; fill your qui-
“ vers; paint yourfelves with gloomy colours that
“ may ftrike terror. Let the woods ring with our
“ war-fongs. Let us footh the dead with the fhouts
“ of vengeance. Let us go and bathe in the blood of
our enemies, take prifoners, and fight as long as wa-
ter fhall flow in the rivers, and as long as the fun
and moon fhall remain fixed in the firmament.”

At thefe words, thofe brave men who are eager for
war, go to the chief, and fay, We will /bare the danger

6
(13

&

with thee. So you fball, replies the chief'; we will fhare

i together. But as no perfuafions are made ufe of to
induce any one to join the army, left a falfe point of
honour fhould compel men of no courage to take the

3
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B 0 o K field, a man muft undergo many trials before he can
XV. be admitted as a foldier. If a young man, who has

never yet faced the enemy, fhould betray the leaft im.
patience, when, after long abftinence, he is expofed to
the fcorching heat of the fun, the intenfe frofts of the |
night, or the ftings of infeés, he would be declared in.
capable and unworthy to bear arms. = Are the foldiers
of our militias' and armies formed in this manner? On
the ¢ontrary, what a mournful and ominous ceremony \
is-ours! Men who have not been able to efcape being
prefled into the fervice, or could not -procure an ex.
emption by purchafe, or by virtue of {fome privilege,
march heavily along, with downcaft looks, and pale |
dejected faces, before a magiftrate, whofe office is odi- |
ous to the people, and whofe honefty is doubtful. The |
affli®ed and trembling parents feem to be following
their fon to the grave. A black fcroll, ifluing froma
fatal urn, points out the victims which the prince de-
“votes to war. - A diftracted mother in vain preffes her
fon to her bofom, and firives to detain him ; he is torn' |
from her arms, and fhe bids him an eternal farewell, |
curfing the day of her marriage, and that of her deli-
very. It is not certainly by fuch facrifices that good
foldiers are to be acquired. It is not with fuch fcenes
of diftrefs and confternation that the favages go to
meet vitory. They march out in the midft of fefti-
vity, finging, and dancing. The young married wo- |
men follow their hufbands for a day or two, without |
fhowing any figns of grief or forrow. Thefe women,
who do not even utter a groan in the pangs of child-
birth, would fcorn to foften the minds of the defend-
ers and avengers of their country, by the tears even of
tendernefs and compafiion.
The weapons of thefe favage nations are a kind of
fpear, armed with fharp bones, and a fmall club of
very hard wood, of a round figure, and with one cut-
‘ting edge. Inftead of thefe laft, fince their acquaint-
ance with the Europeans, they make ufe of a hatchet,
which they manage with amazing dexterity. Moft of
them have no infirument of defence : but if they at- |

4
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tack the pallifades that {urround a town, they covers o o x
their body with a thin plank. Some of them ufed to XV
wear a kind of cuirafs, made with plaited reeds; but
they left it off, on finding it was not proof againft fire-
arms.

The army is followed by dreamers, who affume the
name of jugglers, and are too often fuffered to deter-
mine the military operations. They march without
any colours. All the warriors, who are almoft naked,
that they may be the more alert in battle, rub their
bodies with coal, to appear more terrible, or with
mould, that they may not be {o eafily feen at a di-
ftance, and by that means may be better able to fur-
prife the enemy. Notwithftanding their natural in-
trepidity and averfion for all difguife, their wars are
carried on with artifice. Thefe firatagems, common
to all nations, whether favage or civilized, are become
neceflary to the petty nations of Canada. They would
have totally deftroyed one another, had they not made
the glory of their chiefs to confift in bringing home all
their companions, rather than in fhedding the blood
of their foes.  Honour, therefore, is to be gained by
falling upon the enemy before he is prepared. Thefe
people, whofe fenfes have never been impaired, are ex-
tremely quick in their {mell, and can difcover the
places where men have trode. . By the keennefs of that
and of their fight, it is faid they can trace footfteps

that are made upon the fhorteft grafs, upon the dry
- ground, and even upon ftone; and from the nature
of the footfteps can difcover to what nation the ad-
- venturers belong. Perhaps they may do this by the
leaves from the forefts, which always cover the ground.

When they are fo fortunate as to {urprife the ene-
my, they difcharge a whole volley of arrows, and fall
upon them with their clubs or hatchets. If they are
upon their guard, or well intrenched, they retreat if
they can ;. if not, they fight till they conquer or die.
The victorions party difpatch the wounded whom
they eannot carry off, fcalp the dead, and take fome
prifoners. ,

Vel V. ) K-
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The conqueror leaves his hatchet upon the field of
battle, having previoudly engraven upon it the mark
of his nation, that of his family, and efpecially his own
picture ; that is to fay, an oval with the figures mark-
«d on his own face. Others paint all thefe enfigns of

_honour, or rather trophies of viGtory, on the ftump of

a tree, or of a piece of the bark, with coal mixed up
with feveral eolours. To this they add the hiftery,
not only of the battle, but of the whole campaign, in
hieroglyphic characters. Next to the picture of the
general, the number of his foldiers is marked by fo
many lines, that of the prifoners by fo many little
images, and that of the dead by fo many human fi-
gures without heads. Such are the expreflive and
technical figns which, in all original focieties, have
preceded the art of writing and printing, and the vo-
Tuminous libraries which fill the palaces of the rich
and idle, and embarrafs the minds of the learned.
The hiftory of an Indian war is but a thort one;
they make hafte to deferibe it, for fear the enemy
fhould rally and fall upon them. The conqueror glo-
ties in a precipitate retreat, and never ftops till he
reaches his own territory and his own town. There
he is received with the warmeft tranfports of joy, and
finds his reward in the applaufes of his countrymen.
A debate then enfues, how the prifoners, who are the
only advantage of their victory, fhall be difpofed of.
The moft fortunate of the captives are thofe who
are chofen to replace the warriors who fell in the late
adion, or in former battles. This adoption has been
wifely contrived, to perpetuate nations, which would
foon be deftroyed by frequent wars. The prifoners
being once incorporated into a family, become cou-
fins, uncles, fathers, brothers, hufbands ; in fhort, they
fucceed to any degree of confanguinity in which the
deceafed ftood, whofe place they fupply ; and thefe
affe@ionate titles convey all their rights to them, at
the fame time that they bind them to all their en-
gagements, Far from being averfe for attaching them-
felyes with all proper affection to the family that has
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“a‘doptcd them, they will not refufe even to take UpB OO K

.arms againft their own countrymen. Yet this is fure-

ly a firange inverfion of the ties of nature.. They muft =~ )

be very weak men, thus to fhift the object of their re-
gard with the viciflitudes of fortune. The truth is,
that war {feems to cancel all the bonds of nature, and
to confine a man’s feelings to himfelf alone = Hence
arifes that union between friends among the favages,
which is obferved to be ftronger than that which fub-
fitts between relations. Thofe who are to fight and
die together, are more firmly attached than thofe who
are born together, or under the {ame reof. When
war or death has diffolved that confanguinity which
is cemented by nature, or has been'formed by choice,
the fame fate which loads the favage with chains, gives
him new relations and friends. Cuftom and common
confent have authorifed this fingular law, which un-
doubtedly fprang from neceffity.

But it fometimes happens that a prifoner refufes this
adoption ; fometimes that he is excluded from it. A
tall handfome prifener had loft {feveral of his fingers
in battle. This circumftance was not noticed at firft.
Friend, {aid the widow to whom he was allotted, we
‘bhad chofen you to live with us ; but in the condition you
appear, unable to fight and to defend us, of what ufe is
Ufe to you? Death is certainly preferable. I am of the
Jame opinion, anfwered the lavage. Well then, replied
the woman, this evening you fhall be tied to the Jfiake.
For your own glory, and jfor the honour of your family,
who have adopted you, remember to bebave like a man of
courage. He promifed he would, and kept his word.

For three days he endured the moft cruel torments,
with a conftancy and cheerfulnefs that fet them all
at defiance. His new family never forfook him, but
encouraged him by their applaufe, and fupplied him
with drink and tobacco in the midft of his {ufferings.
What a mixture of virtue and ferocioufnefs! Every
thing is great in thefe people who are not enflaved.
This is the {ublime of nature, in all its horrors and its

beauties,
K ij
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5 00 The captives whom none choofe to adopt, are foon

XV,

condemned to death. The vi&tims are prepared for
it by every thing that may tend to infpire them with
a fondnefs for life. The beft fare, the kindeft ufage,
the moft endearing names, are lavifhed upon them.
They are even fometimes indulged with women to the
very moment of their fentence. Is this compaflion,
or is it a refinement of barbarity? At laft a herald
comes, and acquaints the wretch that the pile is ready.
Brother, fays he, be patient, you are going to be burni.
Very well brother, fays the prifoner, [ thank you.
Thefe words are received with general applaufe ;

" but the women are the moft violent in their expref-

fons of the common joy. She to whom the prifoner
is delivered up, inftantly invokes the fhade of a fa-
ther, a hufband, a fon, the deareft friend, whofe death
is f@till unrevenged. Draw near, the cries, I am pre-
paring a feqft for thee.  CGome and drink large draughts
of the broth I intend to give thee. This warrior is going
10 be put into the eauldron. They will apply bot hatchets
all over bis body : they will fealp bim : they will drink out
of his fRull : thou fbalt be avenged and fatisfied.

This turious woman then rufhes upon her vicim,
who is tied to a poft near the fiery pile, and by ftrik-
ing or maiming him, fhe gives the fignal for the in-
tended cruelties. There is not a woman or child in

 the clan whom this fight has brought together, who

does not take a part in torturing and flaying the mi-
ferable captive. Some pierce his flefh with firebrands;
others cut it in flices; fome tear off his nails; while
others cut off his fingers, roaft them, and devour them,
before his face. Nothing ftops his executioners but
the fear of haftening his end : they ftudy to prolong

~ his fufferings for whole days, and fometimes they make

him linger for a week.

" 'In the midft of thefe torments, the hero fings, in a

barbarous but heroic manner, the glory of his former
victories : he fings the pleafure he formerly took 1n
flaying his enemies. His expiring voice is raifed, to

- exprefs the hupe he entertamns of being revenged;

SRS S
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avenge their anceftors, whom he hath maflfacred. He
choofes to bid defiance to his executioners, the mo-
ment when their rage appears rather flackened’; and
he endeavours to excite it anew, in order'that the ex-
cefs of his fufferings may difplay the excefs of his cou-
rage. It is a confliét between the vi&tim and his tor-
mentors ; a dreadful challenge between conftancy in
{uffering and obftinacy in torturing. But the fenfe of
glory predominates. Whether this intoxication of en-
thufialm fufpends, or wholly' benumbs, all fenfe of
pain; or whether cuftom and education alone pro-
duce thefe prodigies of heroifm ; certain it is, that the
fufferer dies without ever fhedding a tear or heaving

a figh. Let fanatics of all falfe religions no longer

boaft the conftancy of their martyrs: the favage of
nature goes beyond all their miraculous accounts.
How fhall we account for. this infenfibility ? Is it
owing to the climate, or to the manner of life ? Colder
blood, thicker humours, a conftitution rendered more
phlegmatic by the dampnefs of the air and the ground,
may doubtlefs blunt the irritability of the nervous fy{-
tem in Canada. Men who are conftantly expofed to all
the inclemencies of the weather, the fatigues of hunt-
ing, and the perils of war, contra& fuch a rigidity. of
fibres, fuch a habit of fuffering, as makes them in-
lenfible to pain. It is faid, the favages are f{carce ever
convulfed in the agonies of death, whether they die
of ficknefs or of a wound.  As they have no appre-
henfions, either of the approaches or the confequences
of death, their imagination does not fuggeft that arti-
ficial {fenfibility againft which ndture has guarded them.
Their whole life, whether confidered in a patural or
moral view, is calculated to infpire them with a con-
tempt for death, which we {o much dread; and to
enable them to overcome the fenfe of pain, which is
increafed by our indulgences. . :
But a circumftance ftill more aftonifhing in the cha-
racter of the Indians than their refolution in fupport-
g tortures, is the rancour that appears in their re-

K 1y

. 149 |
and to tell his perfecutors that they know not how toB 0 0 x

RV,




159

v HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B Cg{ o k venge. It is dreadful to think that man may become
V.

the mof cruel of ‘all animals. In general, revenge is
not profecuted with cruelty either among nations, or
between individuals who are governed by good laws;
which, at the fame time that they protect the {fubje&,
veftrain him from committing injuries. Vengeance is
niot a very lively principle in wars that are carried on
between great nations, becaufe they have but little to
fear from their enemies, But in thofe petty nations,
where a confiderable (hare of the power of the ftate
belongs to each individial, where the lofs of one man
endangers the whole community, war is ‘nothing elfe
than a {pirit of revenge that actuates the whole body.
Among independent men, who entertain a degree of
efteem for themfelves, which can never be felt by men
who are under fubje@ion ; among favages whofe affec-
tions are very lively, and confined to a few objedts,
injuries muft neceffarily be refented to the greateft de-
gree, becaufe they affect the perfon in the moft fenfible
manner: the affaffination of a friend, of a {fon, of a
brother, or of a fellow-citizen, muft be avenged by the
death of the affaffin. Thefe beloved fhades are con-
tinually calling out for venggance from their graves.
They wander about in the forefls, amidft the mourn-
ful dccents of the birds of night; they appear in ‘the
phofphorus and in the lightning ; and fuperftition
pleads for them in the afflicted or incenfed hearts of
their friends. :
When we confider the hatred which the hordes of
thefe favages bear to each other; the hardfhips they
undergo ; the fearcity they are‘often expoled to; the
frequency of their wars; the {fmall number of inhabi-
tants ; the numbetlefs fnares we lay for them; we
cannot but forefee that, in lefs than three centuries,
the whole race will be extin®. What judgment will
pofterity form of this fpecies of men, who will exift
only in the defcriptions of travellers? Will not the ac-

‘counts given of the favages appear to them in the

fame light as the fables of antiquity do to us? It will
{peak of them, as the Centaurs and Lapithe are {poken.
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of by us. How many contradictions will not pofte-3 o0 o x
yity difcover in their cuftoms and manners 1 Wall ‘not v

{uch of our writings as may then have efcaped the de-

ftrucive hand of time, pafs for romantic inventions,

like thofe which Plato has left us concerning the an-
cient Atlantic?
The chara@er of the North Americans, as we have The French
defcribed it, had fingularly difplayed itfelf in the war gl
3 5 y take a
between the Iroquois and the Algonguins. Thefe partin the
two nations, the moft numerous in Canada, had form. 7/ars of the

o & kind of confederacy. The former, who tilled the

ground, imparted their producions to their allies, who

in return {hared with them the fruits of their chafe.
Conne&ed by their reciprocal wants, they mutually
defended each other. During the feafon when all the

Jabours of agriculture were interrupted by the fnow

on the ground, they lived together. The Algonquins
went a-hunting; and the Iroquois ftaid at home, to
ikin the beafts, cure the fleth, and drefs the hides.

It happened one year that a party of Algonguins,
who were not very dexterous, or much ufed to the
chafe, proved unfuccefsful. The Iroquois, who at-
tended them, defired leave to try whether they fhould

fucceed better. This requeft, which had {ometimes

been complied with, was not granted. Irritated at
this unfeafonable refufal, they went out privately i
the night, and brought home a great number of ani-
mals. The Algonquins greatly mortified, to.blot out
the very remembrance of their difgrace, waited till

. the Iroquois hunt{men were afleep, and put them all
to death. This maflacre occafioned a great alarm.

The offended pation demanded juftice, which was
haughtily refufed ; and they were given to undetftand
that they muft not expeét the fmalleft fatisfaction. -
The Iroguois, enraged at this contemptuous treat-
ment, vowed that they would either be revenged, or
that they would perifh in the attempt. Butnot being

~ powerful enough to venture to attack their haughty

adverfaries, they removed to a greater diftance in or-
der to try their firength, and improve their military
' : K iijj :
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2 0 o k{kill, by making war againft fome lefs formidable

.. XV- nations. As foon as they had learnt to approach like

foxes, to attack like lions, and to fly like birds, as

they exprefs themfelves, they were no longer afraid

to encounter the A]fronqums ; and, therefore, carried

on a war againft them with a degree of ferocioufnefs |
proportionable to their refentment.

It was juft at the time when thefe animofities were "

kindled throughout €anada, that the French made B

their firft appearance in that country. The Montag- ‘

nez, who inhabited the lower parts of the river St.
Lawrence ; ; the Algonquins, who were fettled upon
its banks, from Quebec to Montreal; the Hurons,
who were difperfed about the lake that bears that
name ; and fome lefs confiderable nations, who wan-
dered about in the intermediate {paces; were all in-
clined to favour the fettlement of the {firangers: thefe
feveral nations combined againft the Iroquois, and,
unable to withftand them, imagined that they might :
find in their new gueft an unexpected refource, which g
would enfure them {uccefs. From ‘the opinion'they !
entertained of the French, which feemed as if it were
formed upon a thorough knowledge of their character,
they flattered themfelves they might engage them in
their quarrel, and were not difappointed. Champlain,
who ought to have availed himfelf of the {uperior
know]edge of the Europeans to effe¢t a reconciliation
between the Americans, did not even attempt it. He
warmly efpoufed the interefts of his neighbours, and
accompanied them in purfuit of their enemy.

'The country of the Iroquois was near eighty leagues
in length, and more than forty in breadth. It was
bounded by the lake Erie, the lake Ontario, the river
St. Lawrence, and the celebrated countries fince known
by the names of New York and Pennfylvania. The
{pace between thefe vaft limits was watered by feveral
fine rivers, and was inhabited by five nations, which

t could bring about twenty thoufand warriors into the |
field, though they are now reduced to lefs than fifteen 5
hundred. They formed a kind of league or affociation, |
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not unlike that of the Swifs or the Dutch. Their de-

uties met once a-year, to hold their feaft of union,
and to deliberate on ‘the interefts of the common-
wealth.

Though the Iroquois did not expec to be again at-
tacked by enemies who had fo often been conquered,
they were not unprepared. The engagement was be-
gun with equal confidence on both fides ; one relying
on their ufual fuperiority ; the other on the afliftance
of their new ally, whofe fire-arms could not fail of en-
furing the victory. And, indeed, no {fooner had Cham-
plain, and the two Frenchmen who attended him, fired
a fhot, which killed two chiefs of the Iroquois, and
mortally wounded a third, than the whole army fled in
the utmoft amazement and confternation. '

This altération in the mode of attack induced them
to think of changing their mode of ‘defence. +In the
next campaign, they judged it neceffary to intrench
themfelves, to clude the force of weapons they were
unacquainted with. But their precaution was ineffec-
wal.  Notwithftanding an obftinate refiftance, theic
intrenchments were forced by the Indians, fupported
by a brifker fire from a greater number of Frenchmen,
than appeared in the firft expedition. ‘The Iroquois
were almoft all killed or taken. Thofe who had efcap-
ed from the engagement were precipitated into a river,
and drowned. : '
" This nation would probably have been deftroyed, or
compelled to live in peace, had not the Dutch, who in
1610 founded the colony of New Belgia in their neigh-
bourhood, furnifhed them with arms and ammunition.

133
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Poflibly too they might fecretly foment their divifions,

the furs taken from the enemy during the continuance
of hoftilities being a greater object than thofe they
could procure from their own chafe. However this
may be, this connection reftored the balance between
both parties. Various hoftilities and injuries were com-
mitted by each nation, which weakened the firength
of both. This perpetual ebb and flow of fuccefs,
which, in governments a¢tuated by motives of interef}
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B o o k rather than of revenge, would infallibly have reftoreq

xv.

The French
fettlement

makes no

progrefs
The caufe

ef this.

tranquillity, ferved but to increafe animofities, and to
exalperate a number of little clans; bent upon each
other’s deftruétion. The confequence was, that the

weakeft of thefe petty nations were {foon d‘eﬁroyed, and |

the reft were gradually reduced to nothing.

Thefe deftructive events did not however contribute
to advance the power of the French., In 1627, they
had only three wretched fettlements, {urrounded with
pales. The largeft of thefe contained but fifty inha.
bitants, including men, women, and children. The

_climate had not_proved deftruciive to the people fent

there : though fevere, it was wholefome, and the Eo.
ropeans {trengthened their conflituticns without en.

dangering their lives. The little progrefs they made

was entirely owing to an exclufive Company, whofe
chief defigns were not fo much intended to create a
national power in Canada, as to enrich themfelves by
the fur trade. - This evil might have been immediately
removed, by abolithing this monopoly, and allowing a
free trade ; but it was not then time to adopt {o fimple
a theory. The government, however, chofe only to

employ a more numerous aflociation, compofed of men

of greater property and credit,

They gave them the difpofal of the fettlements that
were or fhould be formed in Canada, together witha |
powerof fortifying and governing them as they thought |

proper, and of making war or peace, as fhould beft
promote their intereft. The whole trade by fea and
iand was allowed them for a term of fifteen years, €x-

cept the cod and whale fifheries, which were left open |

toall. The beaver and all the fur trade was granted
to the Company for ever.

To all thefe were added further encouragements.
The king made a prefent of two large fhips to the | .

Company, which confifted of feven hundred proprie-
tors. Twelve of the principal were raifed to the rank
of nobility. Gentlemen, and even the clergy, already
too rich, were invited to thare i in this trade. The Gom-
pany were allowed the liberty of fending and export-
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trade in the colony for the {pace of fix years, was en-
titled to the freedom of the fame trade in France. The
laft favour granted them was the free entry of all goods
manufactured in thofe diftant regions. This fingular
privilege, the motives of which it is not eafy to difco-
ver, gave the manufacturers of New France an infinite
advantage over thofe of the mother-country, who were

“encumbered with a variety of duties, letters of mafter-

fhip, charges for ftamps, and with all the impediments
which ignorance and avarice had multiplied without

end. A
Th return for fo many marks of partiality, the Com-

pany, which had a capital of a hundred thoufand

crowns [12,500l.], engaged to bring into ‘the colony,
in the year 1628, which was the firlt year they enjoy-
ed their charter, two or three hundred artificers of
fuch trades as were fitteft for their purpofe ; and fix-

teen thoufand men before the year 1643. They were

to provide them with lodging and board, to maintain
them for three years, and afterwards to give them as
much cleared land as would be neceffary for their {ub-
fiftence, with a fufficient quantity of grain to fow it the
firlt year. ‘ '

‘Fortune did not fecond the endeavours of govern-
ment in favour of the new Company. The firft fhips
they fitted out were taken by the Englith, who were
lately at variance with France, on account of the fiege

-of Rochelle. Richelieu and Buckingham, who were
enemies from jealoufy, from petfonal character, from

ftate interelt, and from every motive that can excite
an irreconcileable enmity between two ambitious mi-
nifters, took this opportunity to {pirit up the two kings
they governed, and the two nations they were endea-
vouring to opprefs. The Englith, who fought for their
terefts, gained the advantage over the French; and
the latter loft Canada in 1629. The council of Lewis
XHI. were fo little acquainted with the value of this

fettlement, that they were inclined not to demand the
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pig all kinds of commodities and merchandife, free of 3 0 o
any duty whatfoever. A perfon who exercifed any *V-
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3 o o Kreftitution of it; but the pride of the leading may, |

XV.
L

who, being at the head of the Company, confidered
the encroachments of the Englith as a perfonal infult,
prevailed with them to alter their opinion. They met
with lefs difficulty than they expected ; and Canada
was reftored to the French, with peace, in 1631, by
the treaty of St. Germain en Laye.

The French were not taught by adverfity. The
fame ignorance, the fame negligence, prevailed after
the recovery of Canada as before. The monopolizing
Company fulfilled none of their engagements. This
breach of faith, far from being punifhed, was in a man.
ner rewarded by a prolongation of their charter. The
clamours of all Canada were difregarded at fuch adi- |
ftance ; and the deputies fent to reprefent its wretch- |
ed fituation were denied accefs to the throne, where |
timid truth is never fuffered to approach, but is awed
into filence by threats and: punithments, This beha- |
viouf, equally repugnant to humanity, private intereff, |
and good policy, was attended with fuch confequences
as might naturally be expected from it. ’

The French had formed their fettlement improper-
ly. In order to have the appearance of reigning over
an immenfe track of country, and to draw nearer to |
the furs, they had placed their habitations at fuch a
difgance from each other, that they had. fcarce any
communication, and were unable to afford each other
any affiftance. The misfortunes which were the re. |
fult of this imprudence had not produced any altera- |
tion in their conduct. The intereft of the moment

 made them always forget the paft, and prevented them |

from forefeeing the future. They were not propetly
in a focial fiate, fince the magiftrates could not fuper-
intend their morals, nor government provide for the
fafety of their perfons and property.

The audacious and ardent Iroquojs foon perceived
the defect of this conftitution, and purfued meafures |
to avail themfelves of it. The weak bands of favages |
which had been fheltered from their fury, deprived of
that fupport which conftituted their fecurity, {foon fled
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vefore them. This firft fuccefs infpired the Iroquoiss 0 o &
with the hopes of compelling their protectors to crals. 0
the fea again, and even of being able to deprive thefe
foreigners of their children, that with them they might
il the place of thofe warriors they had loft in the pre-
ceding wars. To avoid thefe calamities and humilia-
 tions, the French were obliged to ere&, in each of the
diftri@s which they occupied, a kind of fort, where
they took refuge, and where they fheltered their pro-
vifions and their cattle, at the approach of thefe irre-
concileable foes. Thefe palifadoes, commonly {fup-
_ported by {fome indifferent guns, were never forced,
and perhaps even mnever blocked up; but whatever
was found on the outfide of the intrenchments was
either deftroyed or carried off by thefe barbarians.
Such was the mifery and deplorable ftate of the colo-
ny, that it was reduced to fubfift upon the charitable
contributions which the miffionaries received from Eu-
TOpE.
_ The French miniftry, at length awakened from their TheFrence
lethargy by that general commotion which at that time grorons
 agitated every nation, fent a body of four hundred well- inagivity.
difciplined troops to Canada in 1662. This corps was Ml
reinforced two years after. The French gradually reco- change wag
vered an abfolute fuperiority over the Iroquois. Three fhiocicq.
of their nations, alarmed at their lofles, made propofals
for an accommodation ; and the other two were {o
much weakened, that they were induced to accede to
it in 1668. At this time the colony firft enjoyed a
profound peace, which paved the way for its profperi-
ty; and a freedom of trade contributed to {ecure it.
The beaver trade alone continued to be monopolized.
This revolution in affairs excited induftry. The
former colonifts, whofe weaknefs had till then confin-
ed them within their fettlements, now ventured to ex-
tend their plantations, and cultivated them with great-
et confidence and fuccefs. All the foldiers who con-
fented to fettle in the New World obtained their dif-
charge, together with a grant of fome property. The
officers' had lands given them in proportion to their
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8 0 o krank. The former fettlements were improved; and |

XV.
L——-v-d

new ones eftablifhed, wherever the intereft or fafety of
the colony required it. This fpirit and aivity occa.
fioned an increafe of traffic with the Indians, andre. |
vived the intercoufe between both continents. Thi
profperity feemed likely to receive additional advan. |
tages from the care taken by the fuperintendants of
the colony, not only to preferve friendfhip with the
neighbouring nations, but likewife to eftablith peace
and harmony among themfelves. Not a fingle a& of
hoftility was committed throughout an extent of four
or five hundred leagues; a circumftance, perhaps, un.
heard of before in North America. It fhould feem

that the French had kindled the war at their arrival, |

only to extinguifh it the more effeGtually.

But this concord could not continue among people |
who were always armed for the chafe, unlefs the power
that had effected it thould preferve it by the fuperioni.
ty of its forces. The Irgoquois, finding this precaution
was negledted, refumed that reftlefs difpofition arifing
from their love of revenge and dominion. They were,
however, careful to continue on good terms with all
who were either allies or neighbours to the French.

Notwithftanding this moderation, they were told that

they muft immediately lay down their arms, and re-
ftore all the prifoners they had taken, or exped tofee
their country deftroyed, and their habitations bumt |
down. This haughty fummons incenfed their pride.
They anfwered, that they {hould never {uffer the leaft |
incroachment on their independence ; and that they |
ihould make the French fenfible, that they were friends
not to be neglected, and enemies not to be defpifed.
But, as they were flaggered with the air of authority
that had been aflumed, they complied in part with the
terms required of them ; and the affair was thus com-
promifed. v
But this kind of humiliation rather increafed the re-
fentment of a people more accuftomed to commit thar
to fuffer injuries, The Englith, who in 1664 had difs |
poflefied the Dutch of New Belgia, and remained w8 |
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fiers of the territory they had acquired, which they had 8 0 o &
called New York, availed themfelves of the difpofi- XV
tions of the Iroquois. They not only excited the {pi- —
| it of difcord, but added prefents to induce them to
preak with the French. The fame artifices were ufed
to feduce the reft of their allies. Thofe who adhered
to their allegiance were attacked. All were invited,
and fome compelled to bring their beaver and other -
furs to New York, where they fold at a higher price
than in the French colony.
Denonville, who had lately been fent to Canada to
enforce obedience to the authority of the proudeft of
. monarchs, was impatient of ull thefe infults. Though
_ he was in a condition not only to defend his own fron-
tiers, but even to encroach upon thofe of the Iroquois;
. yet, fenfible that this nation muft not be attacked
' without being deftroyed, it was agreed that the French
fhould remain in-a ftate of {eeming inaction, till they
had received from Europe the neceflary reinforcements
for executing fo defperate a refolution. Thefe fuc-
cours arrived in 1687 ; and the colony had then 11,249
perfons, of whom about one-third were able to bear
arms. .
Notwithftanding this fuperiority of forces, Denon-
yille had recourfe to ftratagem, and dithonoured the
‘French name among the favages by an infamous per-
fily. Under pretence of terminating their differences
by megotiation, he bafely abufed the confidence which
. the Iroquois repofed in the Jefuit Lamberville, to al-
. dure their chiefs to a conference. As foon as they ar-
| tived, they were put in irons, embarked at Quebec,
and fent to the galleys.

‘On the firft report of this treachery, the old men
fent for their miffionary, and addrefled him in the fol-
lowing manner: “ We are authorifed by every motive
“ to treat you as an enemy, but we cannot refolve to
*'do it.  Your heart has had no fhare in the infult
“ that has been put upon us; and it would be unjuft
“ to punifh you for a crime you deteft ftill more than
% ourfelves. But you muft leave us. Qur rafth young

3
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B 0 0.k men might confider you in the light of a traitor,
XV« who has delivered up the chiefs of our nation to
‘ « fhameful flavery.” After this {peech, thefe favages,
whom the Europeans have always called barbarians, |
gave the miffionary fome guides, who conducted him
to a place of fafety; and then both parties took up

arms. '

The French prefently {pread terror among the Iro.
quois bordering upon the great lakes ; but Denonyille
had neither the adivity nor the expedition neceflary
to improve thefe firft fuccefles. While he was taken
up in deliberating, inftead of acting, the campaign was
clofed without the acquifition of any permanent ad-
vantage. This increafed the boldnefs of the Iroquois
who lived near the French fettlements, where they re.
peatedly committed the moft dreadful ravages. The
planters, finding their labours deftroyed by thefe de-
predations, which deprived them of the means of re-
pairing the damages they had fuftained, ardently with-
ed for peace. Denonville’s temper coincided with their
wifhes ; but it was no eafly matter to pacify an enemy
rendered implacable by ill ufage. Lamberville, who
{till maintained his former afcendant over them, made
overtures of peace, which were liftened to.

While thefe negotiations were carrying on, a Ma-
chiavel, born in the forefts, known by the name of
Le Rat, the braveft, the moft refolute, the moft intel-
ligent {avage ever found in the wilds of North Ameri-
ca, arrived at Fort Frontenac with a chofen band of
Hurons, fully determined upon exploits worthy of the
reputation he had acquired. He was told that a treaty
was actually on foot; that the deputies of the Iroquois
were upon the road to conclude it at Montreal ; and
that it would be an infult upon the French governor,
if hoftilities fhould be carried on again{t a nation with
which they were negotiating a peace.

Le Rat, piqued that the French fhould thus enter
into negotiations without confulting their allies, re-
folved to punifh them for their prefumption. He lay
in wait for the depyties, fome of whom were killed,

4




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

»

and the reft taken prifoners. - When the latter told s 0.0 K
XV.

bw

him the purport of their voyage, he feigned the great-
er {urprife, as Denonville, he faid, had fent him to inter-
cept them. In order to carry on the deceit more fuc-
cefsfully, he immediately releafed them all, except one,
whom he pretended to keep, to replace one of his Hu-
rons who had been killed in the fray. He then haftened
to Michillimakinac, where he prefented his prifoner to
the French commandant, who, not knowing that De-
nonville was treating with the Iroquois, caufed the un-
happy favage to be put to death. Immediately after
this, Le Rat fent for an old Iroquois, who had long been
a prifoner among the Hurons, and gave him his liberty
to go and acquaint his nation, that, while thesFrench
were amufing their enemies with negotiations, they
continued to take prifoners and murder them. This
artifice, worthy of the moft infamous European policy,
fuceeded as the favage Le Rat defited. The war was

‘renewed with greater fury than ever, and lafted the

longer, as the Englith, who about that period were
engaged in a conteft with France, on account of the
depofition of James II. thought it their intereft to

-make an alliance with the Iroquois.

- An Englith fleet, which failed from Europe in 1690,
appeared before Quebec in October, to lay fiege to the

place. ‘They had reafon to exped but a faint refift=-

ance, as the favages were to make a powerful diver-

fion, to draw off the principal land-forces of the co-

lony. But they were compelled fhamefully to relin-

quifh the enterprife, after having fuftained great lofles.

The caufes of this difappointment merit fome difcuffion.

When the Britith miniftry proje¢ted the reduétion
of Canada, they determined that the land and fea
forces fhould arrive there at the fame time. 'This wife
plan was executed with the utmoft exa@nefs. As the
fhips were failing up the river St. Lawrence, the troops
marched by land, in order to reach the fcene of ac-
tion at the fame inftant as the fleet. They were near-
ly arrived, when the Iroquois, who conduéted and fup-
poited them, recolle@ed the hazard they ran in lead-

Vol V. 7
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B 2.9 k ing their allies to the conqueft of Quebec. Situated '
* as we are between two European nations, {aid they in

a council which they held, each powerful enough to
deftroy us, both interefted in our defruction, when
they no longer ftand in need of our affiftance ; what
better meafure can we take, than to prevent the one
from being viGtorious over the other? Then will each
of them be compelled to court our alliance, or to bribe
us to a neutrality. This {yftem, which feemed to be
di@ated by the fame kind of deep policy as that which
dire@s the balance of Europe, determined the Iroquois
to return to their refpe@ive homes under various pre-
tences. Their defe@ion obliged the Englifh to retreat;
and the French, now in fecurity on their lands, united
all their forces with as much unanimity as fuccefs for
_the defence of their capital.

The Iroquois, from motives of policy, ftifled their
refentment againft the French, and were attached ra-
ther to the name than to the interefts of England.
Thefe two European powers, therefore, irreconcileable
vivals to each other, but {eparated by the territory
of a favage nation, equally apprehenfive of the fupe-
riority of either, were prevented from doing each other
fo much injury as they could have withed. The war
was carried on merely by a few depredations, fatal to
the colonifts, but of little confequence to the feveral
nations concerned in them. During the fcene of
cruelties exercifed by the feveral parties of Englifh
and Iroquois, French and Hurons, whofe ravages ex-

tended one hundred leagues from home, fome actions = |

were performed, which feemed to render human na-
ture fuperior to fuch enormities.

Some French and Indians having joined in an ex-
pedition that required a long march, their provifions
began to fail. = The Hurons caught plenty of game,
and always offered {ome to the French, who were not
fuch fkilful huntfmen. The latter would have de-
clined accepting this generous offer; Zou fhare with
us the fatigues of war, faid the favages ; it is but reafons
able that ave fbould fbare with you the neceffaries of life ;
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e fhould iot be men if we alted otherwife with men. s o o x

fimilar inftarices of magnanimity may have fometimes
occurred among Europeans, the following is peculiar

A party of Iroquois being informed that a party of
the French and their allies were advancing with fupe-
rior forces, they fled with precipitation. They were
headed by Onontague, who was a hundred years old.
He fcorned to fly with the reft, and chofe rather to
fall into the hands of the enemy; though he had no-

- 'thing to expect but exquifite torments. What a fpec-

|

i
/

tacle to fee four hundred barbarians eager in torment-
ing an ‘old man; who far from complaining, treated
the French with the utmoft contempt, and upbraided
the: Hurons with having ftooped to be the flaves of
thofe vile Europeans! One of his tormentors, provok-
ed ‘at his'invectives, ftabbed him in three places to
put an end to his repeated infults.  Thou doff wrong,
faid Onontague calmly to him, ¢t fhorten my life ; thou
wouldft' have bad more time to learn to die like a man.
And are thefe the men whom the French and Englith
have been’ confpiring to extirpate for a century paft?

‘But, ‘perhaps, they would be athamed to live among
fuch models of heroifm and magnanimity.
*“The peace of Ryfwick put a fudden end to the ca-

lamities of Europe and the hoftilities in America. The

‘Hurons and" the Iroquois, as well as the French and
. Englifh, were fenfible that they required a long con-

tinuance of peace, to repair the loffes they had fuf-
tained in war. The Indians began to recover them-
felves ; the Europeans refumed their labours ; and the
fur trade, the firft that could be entered into with a
nation of huntfmen, was more firmly eftablifhed.

Before the difcovery of Canada, the forefts with which T;Iheifu;sgre
the foundas

it was over-run were little more than the extenfive haant (< founde
of wild beafts, which had multiplied prodigioufly ; be- e
ctween

caufe the few men who lived in thofe deferts having no g, rench
flocks or tame animals, left more room and more food and the In-

for fuch as were wandering and free like themfelves. If*

the nature of the climate did not afford an infinite vari-
Ly :
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3 © 0 & ety, each fpecies produced, at leaft, a multitude of indi-

XV.

viduals. ' But they at laft paid tribute to the fovereign-
ty of man,  that cruel power which hath always been
exercifed in a manner fo fatal to every living creature.
Having neither arts nor hufbandry to employ them,
the favages fed and clothed themielves entirely with
the wild beafts they deftroyed. As foon as luxury
had led us to make ufe of their fkins, the natives
waged a perpetual war againft them ; which was the
more adive, as it procured them plenty, and a va-
riety of gratifications which they were unaccuftomed
to; and the more deftructive, as they had adopted the
ufe of our fire arms. < This fatal induftry exercifed in
the woods of Canada, occafioned a great quantity and

“prodigious variety of furs to-be brought into the ports

of France; fome of which ‘were confumed in"the

kingdom, and the reft difpofed of in the neighbour- .
ing countries.  Moft of thefe furs were already known

in Europe ; they came from the northern parts of our

" hemifphere, but in too f{all quantities to fupply a

general demand. ~Caprice and novelty have made
them more or lefs in fathion, fince it has been found
to be for the intereft of the American colonies that
they fhould be valued in the mother countries. It
may not be improper to give fome account: of thofe
that are f{till in requeft. s

The otter is a voracious animal, which runs or {wims
along the banks of the lakes or rivers, commonly lives

~ upon fifh, and, when that fails, will feed upon grafs, or

the rind of aquatic plants. From his manner and place

of living he has been ranked amongft amphibious ani-

‘mals, who can equally live in the air and under water;
but improperly, fince the otter, like all other land ani-
mals, cannot live without refpiration. = He is found in
all thofe countries which abound in water, and are
temperate, but is more common and much larger in
the northern parts of America. His hair is nowhere
{o black or fo fine ; a circumftance the more fatal to
him, as it expofes him more to the purfuits of man.
The pole-cat is in equal eftimation among the Ca-

)
-2




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 165

nadian huntfmen. " There are three fpecies of this ani-B 0 0 x
mal: the firft is the common pole-cat ; the fecond is _*V-
called the mink ; and the third, the ftinking pole-cat, ;
becaufe his urine, which he voids in his fright when
he is purfued, is {o offenfive, that it infects the air at a
great diftance. ~Their hair is darker; more glofly, and
more filky than in Europe.

. Even the rat in North America is valuable for his
fkin. There are‘two forts efpecially whofe fkin 18 an
article of trade. The one, which is called the Opof-
fum, is twice as large as'an European rat.  His hair is
commonly of a filver grey, fometimes of a clear white.
The female has a bag under her belly, which fhe can
open and fhut at pleafure. . When the is purfued, ihe
puts her young ones into this bag, and runs away with
them. The osher, which is called the Mufk-rat, be-
" caufe his tefticles contain mufk, has all the character-
iftic qualities of the beaver, of ‘which he feems to be
a diminytive ; and his fkin‘is employed for the fame
- purpofes. : : :

. The ermine, which is about the fize of a {quirrel,
but not quite fo long, has the fame lively eyes, keen
look, and his motions are fo quick that the eye cannot
follow them. - The tip of his long and buthy tail is as
black as jet. His hair, which is yeow as gold in {fum-
mer, turns as white as fnow in winter. This lively
and light animal is one of the beauties of Canada;
but, though {maller than the fable, is not {o common.

The martin is only to be met with in cold coun-
tries, in the centre of the forefls, far from all habita-
- tions, is a beaft of prey, and lives upon birds. Though
it is but a foot and a half long, it leaves prints on the
fiow that appear to be the footfteps of a very large
‘animal ; becaufe it always jumps along, and leaves the
marks of both feet together, 1lts fur is much efteem-
ed, though far inferior to that fpecies which is- diftin-
guithed by the name of the Sable. This is of a fhin-
ing black. The fineft among them are thofe whofe
{kin is the moft brown, and reaches along the back -
quite to the tip of the tail. - The martins feldom quit

L 1
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3 0 o xthe inmoft receffes of their impenetrable. woods more

__N.than once in two or three years. The natives, think
it portends a good winter ; that is; a great quantity of
{now, and confequently zood fpokt.

The animal which the ancients called Lynx, known s
in Siberia-by the name of the Ounce, is only called
‘the Wild-cat in Canada, where /it is {maller than in
our hemifphere.. This animal, to whom vulgar error
would not have attributed very piercing eyes, if he
were not endowed. with the faculty of {eeing, hearing,
and {melling at a diftance, lives upon what game he
can catch, which he purfues to the very tops of the

. talleft trees.  His fleth is known to be very white and
well flavoured; but-he is hunted chiefly for the fake :
of his fkin ; the hair of which is very long, and of a |
fine light grey, but lefs efteemed than that of the fox,

This carnivorous and-mifchievous animal is a native -
of the frozen climates, where nature, affording few ve-
getables, feems to compel all animals to eat one ano-
ther. In warmer climates he has loft much of his-ori-
ginal beauty, and his fur is not {o fine.  In the north,
it ‘has remained long, foft, and full, fometimes white,
fometimes brown, and often red or fandy. ' The fineit
of any is that which is black ; but this is more fcarce
in Canada than in Mufcovy, which lies further north,
and is not fo damp. ’

Befide thefe {maller furs, North America fupplies
us with fkins of the ftag, the deer, and the roe-buck;
of the mooze-deer, called there Caribou; and of the
elk, which is: called Orignal..  Thefe two laft kinds,
-which in our hemifphere are only found towards the
polar circle, the elk on this fide, and the mooze-deer
beyond, are to be met with in; America in more fouth-
ern latitudes; . This may be owing to the cold being
more intenfe in America, from fingular caufes, which
make an exception to the general law of nature ; or
it may pofiibly arife from thefe freth lands being lefs
frequented by deftru&ive man. Their firong, foft,
and warm fkins, make excellent garments, which are
very light. All thefe animals are hunted by the Eu-
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ropeans ; but the favages have referved the chafe of5 0 o x
the bear to themfelves, it being their favourite fport, XV-
and beft adapted to their warlike manners, their
firength, and their bravery, and efpecially to their

wants. ; :

In a cold and fevere climate, the bear is moft com-

monly black. As he is rather {hy than-fierce, inftead
of a cavern, he choofes for his lurking-place the hol-
low rotten trunk of an old tree. There he fixes him-
{elf in winter, as high as he can climb. ~As he is very
fat at the end of autumn, very much covered with
hair, takes no exercife, and is almoft always afleep, he
muf lofe but little by perfpiration, and confequently
muft feldom want to go abroad in queft of food. But
he is forced out of his retreat by its being fet fire to;
and as foon as he attempts to come down, he falls un-
der a fhower of arrows before he can reach the ground.
The Indians feed upon his flefh, rub themfelves with
his greafe; and clothe themfelves with his fkin. Such
" was the defign of their purfuit after the bear, when 2
new intereft direGted them towards the beaver.

This animal pofleffes all the friendly difpofitions fit Figure of
. for fociety, without being fubjed, as we are, to the g
vices or misfortunes attendant upofi it. Formed by pofition, *
nature for focial life, he is endowed with an inftinét i omm
~ adapted to the prefervation and propagation of his ment.
fpecies. This animal, whofe tender plaintive accents,
and whofe firiking example, draw tears of admiration
and pity from the humane philofopher, who contem-
plates his life and manners ; this harmlefs animal, who
never hurts any living creature, neither carnivorcus
nor fanguinary, is become the object of man’s mott
earneft purfuit, and the one which the favages hunt
after with the greateft eagernefs and cruelty : a cir-
cumftance owing to the unmerciful rapacioufnefs of
the moft polifhed nations of Europe.

The beaver is about three or four feet long, but his
weight amounts to forty or fixty pounds, which is the
confequence “of the largenefs of his mufcles. His
head, which he carries downwards, is like that of a

‘ L iiij
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B o o x rat, and his back raifed in an arch above it like that

XV.  of a moufe. Lucretius has obferved, not that man has

“hands given him to make ufe of them, but that he had

hands given him, and has made ufe of them. Thus

the beaver has webs at his hinder feet, and he {wims

with them. - The toes of his fore-feet are feparate, and

anfwer the purpofe of hands; the tail, which is flat,

oval, and covered with {cales, he ufes to carry loads

and to work with ; he has four tharp incifors or cut-

ting teeth, which ferve him inftead of carpenter’s tools.

All thefe 1nﬁruments which are in a manner ufelefs

while he lives alone, and do not then diftinguifh him

from other animals, are of infinite fervice when he

lives in fociety, and enable him to difplay a degree of
ingenuity. fuperior to all inftinét.

Without paffions, without a defire of ‘doing injury
to any, and without craft, when he does not live in
fociety, he fcarcely ventures to defend himfelf. He
-never bites unlefs he be caught. But in the focial
ftate, in lieu of weapons, he has a variety of contri-
- vances to fecure himfelf without fighting, and to live
- without committing or fuffering any injury. This
peaceable and even tame animal is neverthelefs inde-
pendent : he is a flave to none, becaufe all his wants
are fupplied by himfelf: he enters into fociety, but
will not {erve, nor does he pretend to command : and
all his labours are directed by a filent inftiné.

* It 1s the common want of {ubfiftence and propaga-
tion that calls the beavers home, and colledts them
together in {ummer to build their towis againft win-

2 ter.  As early as June or July, they come in from all
quarters, and aflemble, to the number of two or three
hundred ; but always by the water fide, becaufe thefe
republicans are to live on the water, to fecure them-
felves from invafion. Sometimes they give the pre-
ference to flill lakes in unfrequented diftrics, becaufe
there the waters are always at an equal helght When
they find no pools of ftanding water, they make one
in the midft of rivers or fireams, by means of a caufe-
way or dam. The very plan of this contrivance ims
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lies fuch a cdmplication of ideas, as our fhort-fighted 8 0 o &

reafon would be apt to think above any capacity but
that of an intelligent being. The firft thing to be
erected is a pile a hundred feet long, and twelve feet
thick at the bafis, which fhelves away to two or three
feet in a flope anfwerable to the depth of the waters.
To fave work, or to facilitate their labour, they choofe
the thalloweft part of the river.. If they find a large
tree by the water-fide, they fell it, fo that 1t falls acrois
the ftream.  If it fhould be larger in circumference
than a man’s body, they faw it through, or rather
gnaw the foot with their four fharp teeth. The
branches are foon lopped off by thefe induftrious
workmen, who want to fafthion: it into a beam. A
number of fmaller trees are felled and prepared for
the intended pile. Some drag thefe trees to the river-
fide, others {wim over with them to the place where

the caufeway is to be raifed. But the queftion is, how'

thefe animals are to fink them in the- water with the
“affitance only of their teeth, tail, and feet : their con-
trivance is this. * With their nails they dig a hole in
the ground, or at the bottom of ‘the water.  With
their teeth they reft the'large end of the ftake againit
the bank of the river, or againft the great beam! that
lies acrofs, - 'With their feet they raife the ftake, and
fink it with the fharp end downwards into the hole,
where it ftands upright. 'With their tails they make
mortar, with which they fill uprall the vacancies be-

tween the ftakes, which are bound together with twift-

ed boughs; and thus the pile is confiruted. The
flope of the dam is oppofite to the current, to break
more effe¢tually the force of the water by a gradual
refiftance, and the ftakes are driven in obliquely, in
proportion to the inclination of the plane. The ftakes
are planted perpendicularly on the fide where the wa-
ter 1s to fall ; and, in order to open a drain which may

leffen the effec of the flope and weight of the caufe-

' Way, they make two or three openings at the top of
It, by which part of the waters of the river may run

i\
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When this work is finilhed by the whole body ¢f
the republic, every member confiders of a lodging for
himfelf. Each company builds a hut in the water up.
on the pile. Thefe huts are from four to ten feet in
diameter, upon an oval or round {pot.  Some are two |
or three ftories high, according to the number of fa.
milies or houfeholds. Each hut contains at leaft two
or three, and fome ten or fifteen. 'The walls, whether
high or low, are about two feet thick, and are all arch.
ed at the top, and perfectly neat and folid both within
and without. They are varnithed with a kind of ftucs
co, impenetrable by the water and by the external air,
Every apartment has two openings ; one on the land
fide, to enable the beavers to go out and fetch provi
fions ; the other on the fide next the ftream, to facili-
tate their efcape at the approach of the eénemy, that
is, of man, the deftroyer of cities and commonwealths.
The window of the houfe opens to the water. There
they take the frefh air in'the day-time, plunged into
the river up to their middle. In winter it ferves to

fence them againft the ice, which colleéts to the thick- @

nefs of two or three feet. = The fhelf, intended to pre-
vent the ice from ftopping up this window, refts upon
two ftakes that flope fo as to carry off the water from
the houfe, and leave an outlet to efcape, or to go and

{wim under the ice. The infide of the houfe has no

other furniture than a flooring of grafs, covered with
the boughs of the fir-tree. No filth of any kind is
ever feen in thefe apartments. |

The materials for thefe buildings are always to be
found in their neighbourhood. Thefe are alders, pop-
lars, and other trees, delighting in watery places, as
thefe republicans do who build their aparments of
them. Thefe citizens have the fatisfaction, at the

fame time that they fafhion the wood, to nourifl

themfelves with it, Like certain favages of the frozen
ocean, they eat the bark. The favages, indeed, do |
not like it till it is dried, pounded, and properly dref- |
fed ; whereas the beavers chew it, and fuck it whed |
it 1s quite green,
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. Provifions of bark and tender twigsare laid upins o o x
* feparate ftorehoufes, for every hut, proportionable to _*V:_,
' the number of its inhabitants. Every beaver knows
his own ftorehoufe, and not one of them fteals from
that of his neighbour. Each party live in their own
habitation, and are contented with it, though jealous
of the property they have acquired in it by their la-
bour. . The provifions of the community are colleted
and expended without any conteft. They are fatistied
- with that fimple food which their labour prepares for
them. The only paffion they have, is that of conju-
gal affection, the bafis and end of which is the in-
creafe of their fpecies.
Two of thefe animals, matched together and unit-
ed by inclination and reciprocal choice, after being
acquainted with each other by being mutually em-
.~ ployed in  the public labours during the fummer-
months, agree to pafs the winter together. They pre-
pare for this by the ftock of provifions they lay up in
September. - The happy couple retire into their hut
1 the autumnal {eafon, which is not lefs favourable
' tolove than the {pring. If the feafon of flowers in-
| vite the birds of the fky to propagate in the woods,
t_ the feafon of  fruits, perhaps, excites the inhabitants
- of the earth as powerfully to the reproduétion of their
Ipecies. - The winter at leaft gives leifure for amorous
- purfuits, and in this circumftance compenfates the ad-
. vantages of other feafons. The couple then never
quit each other. Their whole time is confecrated to
love ; from which neither labour nor any other objeét
can divert them. The females conceive, and bear
the endearing pledges of this univerfal paflion of na-
ture. If fome funfhiny day fhould chance to enliven
this melancholy feafon, the happy couple go out of
their hut, to walk on the borders of the lake or the
nver, there to eat fome freth bark, and to breathe the
falutary exhalations of the earth. Towards the end
of winter, however, the mothers bring forth their
young ones, which have been conceived In autumii;
and while the father ranges all the woods, allured by

AH
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5 o o x the fweets of the {pring, leaving to his little family the

XV

room he took up in his narrow cell, the mother fuckles
and nurfes them, to'the number of two or three ; then
fhe takes them outalong with her in her excurfions,in
fearch of cray and other fifh, and green bark, to re. !
cruit her own firength, and to feed them, till the fea.
fon of labour returns. Pl
Thus doth this republic live in focieties, which might
diftantly be compared to a large Carthufian convent, |
But they have only the appearance of it; and if hap.
pinefs may be faid to dwell in thefe two forts of com.
munities, it muft be acknowledged that it is by very
oppofite means ; fince, in the former, happinefs con.
fifts ‘in following nature; while in the latter, it con.
fifts in thwarting and deftroying her. But man,in |
his folly, thinks he has found out the path of wifdom.
A number of perfons live together in a kind of focie- |
ty, which precludes for ever all intercourfe between
the two fexes. 'The men and the women are placed
in diftin& cells, where, to make them happy, nothing
more would be required than that they'fhould live'to-
gether.” There they confume their beft days, in fif-
ling, or in execrating the propenfity that attraéls them
to each other, even through the prifons and gratesof
ironi, which have been raifed to prevent them from m:
dulging every tender and innocent’emotion of the
heart. Can' any thing be more injurious, as well a |

“inhuman, than thefe gloomy and ferocious inftitutions

which deprive man of his nature, and render him
ftupid and filly, under pretence of making him fimila
to angels? God of Nature! It is at thy-tribunal that
we muft appeal againft all thofe laws which injure the
moft beautiful among thy works, by condemning them
to a ftate of flerility, contrary to thine own inftitu-
tions ! For art thou not a truly plaftic and fruitful Be-
ing ; thou who hath created man from nothing, and |
taken him out of chaos; thou, who doth continual |
ly caufe life to be renewed even from death itfelf?
Who is it that beft fings forth thy praifes, the {olitary
heing who difturbs the filence of the night to celé:
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prate thee among the tombs, or the happy people whos 0 o k
glosify thee, in perpetuating the wonders of thy works?  *V-
" Such is the fyfitem of the republican, induftrious,
intelligent beaver, fkilled in architecture, provident
and fyftematical in its plans of police and fociety,
whofe gentle and inftructive manners we have been
| deferibing.  Happy, if his coat did not tempt mercl-
. | lefs and favage man to deftroy his buildings and his ,
pace. It has frequently happened, when the Ameri-
cans have ‘demolithed the fettlements of the beavers,
| that thofe indefatigable animals have had the refolu-
g | tion to rebuild them in the very fame fituation for fe-
| veral fummers fucceflively. The winter is the time
.| for attacking them. Experience then warns them of
1 | their danger. At the approach of the hunt{imen, one
. | of them frikes a hard firoke with his tail upon the
water: this fignal {preads a general alarm throughout
2 | allthe huts of the commonwealth, and every one tries
1| tofave himfelf under the ice. But it is very difficult
¢| toefcape all the fnares that are laid for this harmlefs
) tribe. !

i Sometimes the hunt{fmen lie in wait for them : but
1| asthefe animals fee and hear at a great diftance, it fel-
| dom happens that they are {hot by the water-fide; and
. | they never venture fo far upon land as to be caught
¢ byfarprife. If the beaver be wounded before he takes
5 | tothe water, he has always time enough to plunge in;
s and, if he dies afterwards, he is loft, becaufe he finks,
n | and never rifes again.

1 A more certain way of catching beavers is, by lay-
t | ing traps in the woods, where they eat the tender bark
e| of young trees. . Thefe traps are baited with frefh flips
nl of wood; and as foon as the beavers touch them, a
.-| great weight falls, and cruthes their-loins. The man,

.. who is concealed near the place, haftens to it, feizes
d|  the animal, and having killed 1t, carries it off.
.| + There are other methods more commonly and fuc-

? f},ef‘Sfully pracifed. The huts are fometimes attacked,
y| inorder to drive out the inhabitants, who are watched
x| at the edges of the holes that have been bored in the
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B 0 0 Kice, where they cannot avoid coming to take in frefy

XV.
e et

air.  The inftant they appear, they are killed. Ay
other times, the animal, driven out of his retreat, j
entangled in the nets, {pread for fome toifes round his
hut, the ice being broken for that purpofe. If the
‘whole colony is to be taken at once, inftead of break.
ing down the fluices to drown the inhabitants, 3
{cheme that might, perhaps, be tried ‘with effe& in
Holland, the caufeway is opened, in order to drain off
the water from the pool where the beavers live. When
they are thus left dry, defencelefs, and unable to efcape,
they may be caught at pleafure, and deftroyed at any
time; but care is always taken to leave a fufficient

number of males and females to preferve the breed; |
an a& of generofity which in ‘reality proceeds only |

from avarice. The cruel forefight of man only fparés

‘a few, in order to have the more to deftroy. The bea- |

ver, whofe plaintive cry feems to imnplore his'clemency
and pity, finds in the favage, rendered cruel by the
Europeans, only an implacable enemy, whofe enter-
prifes are undertaken, not fo much to {upply his owa
wants, as to furnifh fuperfluities to another world.

If we compare the manners, the police, and the in-
duftry of the beavers, with the wandering life of the

favages of Canada, we fhall be inclined to admit, mak- |
ing allowance for the fuperiority of man’s faculties |
‘above thofe of animals, that the beaver was much fur- |
ther advanced in the arts of focial life than his pur- |

fuer, when the Europeans firt brought their talents
and improvements to North’ America.

The beaver, an older inhabitant of that world than
man, and the quiet poffeffor of regions fo well adapted
to. his {pecies, had employed that tranquillity he had
enjoyed for many ages, in the improvement of his fa-
culties. In our hemifphere, man has feized upon the
moft wholefome and fertile regions, and has driven out
or fubdued all other animals. If the bee and the ant

have preferved their laws and government from the |

jealous and deftru@ive dominion of tyrant man, it has

been owing' to the fmallnefs of their fize. It is thus ‘

!

:
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we fee fome republics in Europe, without {plendour ors o o k
firength, maintain themfelves by their very weaknefs, _ X"
in the midft of vaft monarchies, which muft fooner or
Juter {wallow them up. But the focial quadrupeds,
banifhed into uninhabited climates, unfit for their in-
creafle, have been unconnected in all places, incapable
of uniting into a community, or of improving their na-
tural fagacity ; while man, who has reduced them to

. that precarious ftate, exults in their degradation, and
fets a high value on that fuperior nature, and thofe ra-
tional powers, which conftitute a perpetual diftinction
between his {pecies and all others.

Brutes, we are told, bring nothing to perfeGtion:
their operations, therefore, can only be mechanical,
and do not imply any principle fimilar to that which
a@uates man. Without examining in what perfection
confifts ; whether the moft civilized being be in reali-
ty the moft perfect; whether he does not lofe in the
property of his perfon what he acquires in the proper-
ty of things; or, whether what is added to his enjoy-
ments is not fo much fubtracted from his duration: it
muit be acknowledged, that the beaver, which in Eu-
rope is a wandering, folitary, timorous, and ftupid ani-
mal, was in Canada acquainted with civil and domeftic
government, knew how to diftinguifh the proper {ea-
{ons for labour and reft, was acquainted with fome
rules of architecture, and with the curious and learned
art of conftruéting dikes; yet he had attained to this
degree of improvement with feeble and imperfect tools.
‘He can hardly fee the work he performs with his tail.
His teeth, which anfwer the purpoles of a variety of

1 | tools, are circular, and confined by the lips. Man, on
1 the contrary, with hands fit for every purpofe, hath
in this fingle organ of the touch all the combined
5 powers of ftrength and dexterity. Is it not to this ad-
: vantage of organization, that he owes the {uperiority
f

P oo o & -
- —

(s e Sl Wl S ol o G gl N

SR NN e o TN et

of his {pecies above all others? It is-not becaufe his

eyes are turned toward heaven, as thofe of” all birds
. are, that he is the lord of the creation ; it is becaufe
: he is provided with hands, capable-of every exertion,
2
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B 0 o xand of adapting themfelves to every fpecies of indg.
V. firy; hands, ever ready to firike terror into his ene.
y mies, to defend or to affift him. His hand is his fceptre,

that arm which he lifts up to heaven, to find out, as it
were, his origin; he, at the fame time, marks his do.
minion with it over the earth, by deftroying and ra.
vaging the face of the globe. - The fureft fign of the |
population of mankind is the depopulation of other
ipecies. That of the beavers gradually decreafes and
difappears in Canada, fince the Europeans have been
in ‘queft of their {kins.

Their fkins vary with the climate, both in colour
and quality. In the fame diftrit, however, where the
colonies of civilized beavers are found, there are fome
that are wild and folitary. Thefe animals, who are
faid to be expelled the {ociety for their ill behaviour,
live in a {ubterraneous retreat, and have neither lodg-
ing nor ftorehoufe. They are called earth beavers.
Their coat is dirty, and the hair on their backs is wom
off by rubbing againft the cave which they dig for -
their habitation. The hole they make, and which
commonly opens into fome pond or ditch full of wa-
ter, {ometimes extends above a hundred feet in length, |
and rifes gradually in a flope, to facilitate their efcape |
from inundations when the waters {well. Some of |
thefe beavers are {o wild as to difclaim all communica-
tion with their natural element, and live entirely on
land. In this they refemble our otters in Europe, |
Thefe wild beavers have not fuch fleek hair as thofe
that live in focieties ; their furs are anfwerable to their
manners.

Beavers are found in America from the thirtieth to
the fixtieth degree of north latitude. There are but

few towards the fouth; but they increafe in number,

and grow darker, as we advance towards the noith.
In the country of the Iilinois, they are yellow and
firaw-coloured ; higher up in the country, they are of
a light chefnut; to the north of Canada, of a datk
chefnut; and fome are found that are quite black,
and thefe are reckoned the fineft. Yet, in thiscl

4
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fnate, the coldeft that is inhabited by this fpecies, fome s 6 o x

among the black tribes are quite white ; others white,
fpeckled with grey, and fometimes with fandy fpots
on the rump ; {o much does nature delight in fhowing
the gradations of warmth and cold; and their various
influences, not only on the figure, but on the very co-
vering of animals. The value that is fet upon them
depends upon the colour of their fkins. Some of them

.are fo little in efteem, that it is not thought worth

while to kill them; but thefe are not commonly
found.

XV,

The fur trade was the firk which the Europeansin what

cartied on in Canada. It was begun by the French!

places, and
in what

colony at Tadoufac, a port fituated thirty leagues be- manner,the

low Quebec. About the year 1640, the town of Les

above the capital, became a fecond mart. In proeefs
of time, all the fur trade centered in Montreal. The

 tkins were brought thither on canoes made of the bark

of trees in the month of June. The number of Indians
who reforted to that place increafed, as the fame of
the French {pread further. The account of the re-
ception they had met with, the fight of the things
they had received in exchange for their goods, all

- contributed to increafe this traffic. Whenever they

returned with a frefh fupply of furs, they always
brought a new nation along with them. Thus a kind
of fair was opened, to which the feveral tribes of that
vaft continent reforted. :

The Englifh grew jealous of this branch of wealth ;
and the colony they had founded at New York focn
found means to divert the fiream of this great circula-
tion. As foon as they had fecured a fubfiftence, by
beftowing their firft attention upon agriculture, they

began to think of the fur trade, which was at firt con- -

fined to the country of the Iroquois. The five nations

of that name would not fuffer their lands to be tra-_

verfed, in order to give an opportunity of treating with

other favage nations, who were at conftant enmity with

them; nor would they allow thofe nations to come upa
ol 1, M

\\\\\\\

fur tfade
was carried

Trois Rivieres, at the diftance of twenty-five leagues on.
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5 0 0 kon their territories, to fhare in competition with them
XV. the profits of the trade they had opened with the Eu-
ropeans. But time having extinguifhed, or rather fuf-
pended, the national hoftilities between the Indians,
the Englith fpread themfelves over the country, and
the favages flocked to them from all quarters.  This
nation had infinite advantages to give them the pre-
ference to their rivals the French. . Their voyages were
’ carried on with greater facility, and confequently they
could afford to underfell them. They were the only
manufacturers of the coarfe cloths that were moft {uit-
able to the favages. The beaver trade was free among
them ; whereas, among the French, it was, and ever
has been, fubje to the tyranny of monopoly. It was
by this freedom, and thefe privileges, that they en-
groffed moft of the trade that rendered Montreal fo
famous. v
At this time the French in Canada indulged them-
feves more freely in a cuftom, which at firft had been
confined within narrow bounds. Their inclination for
frequenting the woods, which was that of the firft co-
lonifts, had been wifely reftrained within the limits of
the territory belonging to the colony. Permiffion was,
however, granted every year to twenty-five perfons to
go beyond thefe limits, in order to trade with the In-
dians.. The fuperiority which New York was acquir-
ing, was the caufe of increafing the number of thefe
permiffions. They were a kind of patents, which the
- patentees might make ufe of either in perfon or by
proxy, and continued 2a year or more. The produce
of the fale of thefe patents was afligned, by the go-
vernor of the colony, to the officers, or their widows
and children, to hofpitals and miffionaries, to fuch as
had diftinguifhed themfelves by fome great action, Of
fome ufeful undertaking; and fometimes even to the
creatures of the governor, who fold the patents him-
{elf.  The money he did not give away, or did not
choofe to keep, was put into the public coffers; but
he was not accountable to any one for the manage:
ment of it. :
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_ This cuftom was attended with fatal confequences. B 0 o k
Many of thefe traders fettled among the Indians, to 5y o
- defraud their partners, whofe goods they had difpofed
of. A greater number fettled among the Englifh,
where the profits were greater. The immenfe lakes,
~ frequently agitated with violent ftorms 5 the cafcades,
which render navigation fo dangerous up the broadeft
nvers in the whole world ; the weight of the canoes;
the provifions, and the bales of goods, which they were
forced to carry upon their thoulders at the carrying
places, where the rapidity or thallownefs of the water
obliged them to quit the rivers, and purfue their jour=
ney by land, proved the deftruction of feveral perfons.
Some perithed in the fnow and on the ice, by hunger,
or by the {word of the enemy. Thofe who returned
to the colony with a profit of fix or feven huridred per
cent. were not always on that dccount more ufeful
members, as they gave themfelves up to the greateft
excefles, and by their example produced in others a
diflike to attention and induftry. Their fortunes were
diffipated as fuddenly as they were amafled, like thofe
moving mountains which a whirlwind raifes and de-.
ftroys at once, on the fandy plains of Africa. Moft of
thefe travelling traders, exhaufted with the exceffive
fatigues which their avarice prompted them to under-
80, and the licentioufnefs of a wandering and diffolute
life, dragged on a premature old age 1n indigence and
infamy. The government took cognizance of thefe
iregularities, and changed the manner of carrying on
the fur trade.

The French had for a long time been inceflantly
employed in erecting a number of forts, which were
thought neceffary for the prefervation and aggrandize-
ment of their fettlements in North America. Thofe
built on the weft and fouth of the river St. Lawrence
Were large and ftrong, -and were intended to reftrain
the ambition of the Englifh. Thofe which were con-
fructed on the feveral lakes in the moft important po-
fitions, formed a chain which extended northward to
the diftance of a thoufand leagues from Quebec ; but

' Mij
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XV.

the Indians in awe, to fecure their alliance, and the
produce of their chafe. There was a garrifon ia each,
more or lefs numerous, according to the importance of
the poft, and of the enemies who threatened it. It was
thought proper to intruft the commandant of each of
thefe forts with the exclufive right of buying and fell-
ing in the whole diftri¢t under his dominien. This pri-
vilege was purchafed; but as it was always advantage-
ous, and fometimes was the means of acquiring a con-
fiderable fortune, it was only granted to officers that
were moft i favour. If any of thefe had not a ftock
fufficient for the undertaking, he could eafily prevail
with fome monied men to join with him. It was pre-
tended that this fyftem, far from being detrimental to
the fervice, was a means of promoting it, as it obliged
the military men to keep up more conftant eonnec-
tions with the natives, to watch their motions, and to
negle& nothing that could fecure their friendfhip. It
was not forefeen, or at leaft pretended not to be fo by
any, that fuch an arrangement muft neceflarily prevail
over every principle, except that of intereft, and would
be a fource of perpetual oppreffion.

This tyranny, which foon became univerfal, was fe-
verely felt at Frontenac, at Niagara, and at Toronto.
The farmers of thofe three forts, making an ill ufe of
their exclufive privilege, fet fo low a value upon the
merchandife that was brought them, and rated theit
own fo high, that, by degrees, the Indians, inftead of

_ftopping there, reforted in great numbers to €houa-

guen, on the lake Ontario, where the Englifh traded
with them upon more advantageous terms. 'The
French eourt, alarmed at the account of thefe new
connedions, found means to weaken them, by taking
+he trade of thefe three poils into their own hands, and
treating the Indians ftill better than they were treated
by their rivals the Englifh.

In confequence of this ftep, the refufe of all thofe
fars that were not faleable became the {ole property
of the king; and all the fkins of thofe beafts that were




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.
b 8

killed in fummer and autumn were readily given him;s o o x
in a word, all the moft ordinary furs, the thinneft, and XV

moft eafily {poiled, were referved for the king. - All
thefe damaged furs, bought without examination, were
carelefsly depofited in warehoufes, and eaten up by the
moths. At the proper feafon for fending them to Que-
bec, they were put into boats, and left to the difcre-
tion of foldiers, paffengers, and watermen, who, having
had no concern in thofe commodities, did not take
the leaft care to keep them dry. When they came in-
to the hands of the managers of the colony, they were
fold for one half of the {mall value they had. Thus
the returns were rather lefs than the fums advanced by
the government in fupport of this lofing trade.

But though this trade was of no confequence to the
king, it is ftill a matter of doubt, if it were advantage-
ous to the Indians, though gold and filver were not the
- dangerous medium of their traffic. They received, in-
deed, in exchange for their furs, faws, knives, hatchets,
kettles, tifh-hooks, needles, thread, ordinary linen, and
coarfe woollen ftuffs; all which may be confidered as
the means or pledges of intercourfe with them. But
articles were likewife fold them that would have prov-
ed prejudicial to them, even as a gift or a prefent;
fuch as guns, powder and fhot, tobacco, and efpecially
brandy, , -

This liquor, the moft fatal prefent the Old World
ever made to the New, was no fooner known to the.
favages, than they grew paflionately fond of it. = It
was equally impoflible for them to abftain from it; or
to ufe it with moderation. It was {oon obferved that
it difturbed their domeflic peace, deprived them of
their judgment, and made them furious; and that it.
occafioned hufbands, wives, children, brothers, and
fifters, .to abufe and quarrel with one another. In vain
did fome worthy Frenchmen expoftulate with them,
and endeavour to make them a(hamed of thefe excef-
fﬁs_., It is you, anfwered they, who have taught us to
drink this liquor ; and now we cannot do without it.
If you refufe to give it us, we will apply to the En-

M 1
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8 0 0 kglith. You have done the mifchief, and it admits not

PO 4

of a remedy.

The court of France, upon receiving contradictory
information with refped to the diforders occafioned
by this pernicious trade, hath alternately prohibited,
tolerated, and authorifed it, according to the light in
which it was reprefented to the miniftry. Notwith-
ftanding all thefe various alterations, the intereft of the

* merchants was neatly the fame. The fale of brandy

was feldom decreafed. ‘It was, however, confidered by
judicious people as the principal caufe of the diminu-
tion of the human race, and confequently that of the
{kins of beafts; a diminution which became every day
more evident. ik ' '
" This decline of the fur trade was not yet fo remark-
able as it has been fince, when the promotion of the
‘duke of Anjou to the throne of Charles V. {pread an
alarm over all Europe, and plunged it once more into

the horrors of a general war. ‘Fhe conflagration ex-

" tended beyond the {eas, apd was advancing even to

Canada, had not the Iroquois puta ftop toit. The
Englifh and French had long been contending to fe-
cure an alliance with that nation. Thefe marks of
cfteem or fear had fo far increafed their natural pride,
that they confidered themfelves as the umpires of the
two rival nations, and pretended that the condud of

both was to be regulated by their intereft. As they
were inclined to peace at that time, they haughtily
declared that they would take up arms againft either
of the two nations, which fhould commence hoftilities

_againft the other. This refolution was favourable to

the fituation of the French colony, which was ill pre-
pared for a war, and expected no afliftance from the
mother-country. The people of New York, on the
contrary, whofe forces were already confiderable, and
received daily reinforcements, wifhed to prevail upon
the ‘Troquois to join with them. Their infinuations,
prefents, and negotiations, were, however, ineffectual
till 1709 ; ‘at which period they fucceeded in feducing
four of the five nations ; and their troops, whicl till
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then had remained inadive, marched out, fupported 5 0 o
by a great number of Indian warriots. i
The army was confidently advancing towards the —
centre of Canada with the greateft probability of fuc-
cefs, when one of the chiefs of the Iroquois, who had
never approved of their proceedings, plainly faid to
his people, “ What will become of us, if we fthould
% fucceed in driving away the French? 7" Thefe few
words, uttered with a myfterious and anxious look, im-
mediately recalled to the minds of all the people their
former {yftem, which was to keep the balance even be-
tween the two foreign nations, in order to fecure their
own independence. They inftantly refolved to relin-
quifh a defign they had been too precipitately engaged
in, contrary to the public intereft; but as they thought
it would be thameful openly to defert their aflociates,
they imagined that f{ecret treachery might ferve the
purpofe of open defection. The lawlefs favages, the
virtuous Spartdns, the religious Hebrews, the wife and
warlike ‘Greeks and Romans ; all people, ‘whether ci-
vilized or not, have always made what is'called the
right of nations confift either in craft or violence.
The army had halted on the banks of a little river
to wait for the artillery and ammunition. The Iro-
quois, who {pent their leifure hours in hunting, flayed
all the beafts they caught, and threw their fkins into
the river, a little above the camp. The waters were
{oon iufe&cd. The Englifh, who had not any fufpi-
¢ion of fuch an inftance of treafury, continued unfor-
tunately to drink of the waters that were thus render-
p €d poifonous ; in confequence of which, fuch confi-
derable numbers of them immediately died, that 1t be-
came neceflary to fufpend the military operations.

A ftill more imminent danger threatened the French
colony. A numerous fleet, deftined againft Quebec,
and which had five or fix thoufand troops on board,
entered the river St. Lawrence the followmg year, and

- Would probably have fucceeded, had it reached the
place of its deftination. 'But the rathnefs of the admi-
fal, joined to the violence of the elements, was the

M1 mJ
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5 0 o x caufe of its being loft in the paflage. . Thus was Ca-
XV. ‘nada at once delivered from its fears both by fea and
“ land, and had the glory of maintaining it{elf, without
fuccours and without lofs, againft the ftrength and po-
licy of the Englifh.

Prance is France, in the mean time, which for forty years had
ﬁg’;ﬁféllﬁitﬁngly withftood the combined efforts of all Europe,
of the pro- vanquifhed or repulfed all the nations united againft
vinces that ey, gained that point under Lewis XI'V. which Charles
to Canada. 'V, had not been able to do with the innumerable troops
of his feveral kingdoms ; France, which had at that
period prodyced as many great men as would have
rendered immortal a feries of twenty reigns, and un-
der one in particular had {ignalized herfelf by as many
great a&tions as might have raifed the glory of twenty
different nations, was then upon the point of crown-
ing all her glorious fuccefles by placing a branch of
the houfe of Bourbon on the throne of Spain. She
had then fewer enemies, and a greater number of al-
lies, than fhe ever had in the moft brilliant periods of
her profperity. Every thing concurred to promife her

an eafy fuccefs, a fpeedy and decifive {uperiority.

It was not fortune, but nature itfelf, that changed
her deftiny. = Proud and flourifhing under a king en-
dowed with the graces and vigour of youth, after hav-
ing rifen with him through the feveral degrees of glo-
ry and grandeur, fhe fank with him through all the
periods of decay incident to human nature. The {pi-
rit of bigotry, which had been introduced into the |
court by an ambitious woman, determined the choice
of minifters, generals, and governors ; and this choice
was always blind and unfortunate. Kings, who, like
other men, have recourfe to heaven when they are
ready to quit the earth, feem in their old age to feek
for a new fet of flatterers, who footh them with hopes,
at the time when all realities are difappearing. 1t s
at this time that hypocrify, always ready to avail itfelf
of the firft and fecond childhood of life, awakens in
the mind of princes the ideas that had been eatly im-
planted in it ; and, under pretence of guiding him td
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the only happinefs that remains for him, affumes ans o0 o K
abfolute empire over his will. - But as this laft age, as 2
well as the firft, is a ftate of weaknefs, a continual =

Auctuation muft, therefore, prevail in the government.
Cabals grow more violent and more powerful than
ever; the expectations of intriguing men are raifed,
and merit is lefs rewarded ; men of fuperior talents
ate afraid to make themfelves known ; folicitations of
every kind are multiplied ; places are cafually be-
flowed upon men all equally unfit to fill them, and
yet prefumptuous enough to think they deferve them ;
men who rate the eftimation of themfelves by the con-
tempt they entertain for others. The nation then lofes .
its frength with its confidence, and every thing is car-
ried on with the fame {pirit it was undertaken ; that is,
without defign, vigour, or prudence.

To raife a country from a ftate of barbarifm, to
maintain it in the height of its glory, and to: check

. the rapidity of its decline, are three objects very diffi-
cult to accomplifh ; but the laft is certainly the moft
arduous tafk of them all. A nation rifes out of bar-
barifm by fudden efforts exerted at intervals; it {up-
pouts itfelf at the fummit of its profperity by the pow=
ers it has acquired ; it declines in confequence of an
univerfal languor, which has been brought on by al-
moft imperceptible gradations. Barbarous nations re-
quire a long-continued reign; but {hort reigns are
beft calculated to maintain a ftate in its profperity.
But the long dotage of a declining monarch lays the
foundation of evils for his fucceflor, which it is almoft
impoflible to remedy.

Such was the latter part of the reign of Lewis X1V,
After a feries of defeats and mortifications, he was ftill
happy that he could purchafe peace by facrifices which
made his humiliation evident. But he feemed to wifh
to conceal thefe facrifices from his people, by making
them chiefly beyond fea. It is eafy to judge how
much his pride muft have fuffered, in giving up to the
Englith Hudfon’s Bay, Newfoundland, and Acadia,
three poffeffions, which, together with Canada, form-
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8 0 o x ed that immenfe tra@ of country known by the glo.

~ XV.  rious name of New France. We fhall fee in the next

Sy’ book by what means this power, accuftomed to con.
quefl, endeavoured to repair its lofles.

e = > ~ ]

BOOK XVI.
" A new Order of Things is ¢ftablifbed in the Frénch Co.

lonies in North America. Refult of thefe Arrange.
ments.

BOOK THE war carried on for the Spanifh fucceflion had
L VE raifed a ferment in the four quarters of the world,
" 77 wwhich for the two laft centuries have felt the effeés of
that reftlefs fpirit with which Europe hath been agi.

tated. All kingdoms were thaken by the contefts ex-

cited on account of one, which, under the dominion

of Charles V. had firicken terror into them all. The
influence of a houfe whofe fovereignty extended over

five or fix ftates, had raifed the Spanifh nation to a

pitch of greatnefs which could not but be extremely
flattering to her. At the fame time another houfe,

whofe power was fiill fuperior, becaufe with a lefs ex-

tent of territory it had a greater degree of population,

was ambitious of giving the law to that haughty na-

tion. The names of Auftria and Bourbon, which had

been rivals for two hundred years, were now exerting

their laft efforts to acquire a fuperiority, which fhould

no longer be confidered as precarious or doubtful be-

tween them. The point of conteft was, which fhould

have the greateft number of ¢rowns, to boaft the poi-

feflion of. Europe, divided between the claims of the

. two houfes, which were not altogether groundlefs, was
‘inclined to allow them to extend their branches, but
would not permit that feveral crowns fhould centre in

‘one houfe, as they formerly did. Every power took

up arms to difperfe or divide a vaf inheritance ; and
refolved to difmember it, rather than fuffer it to be
attached to one, which, with this additional weight of
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frength, muft infallibly deftroy the balance of all thes 0 6 &
reft. As the war was fupported by each party with *V&
numerous forces and great fkill, with warlike peopleh"’“_‘
and experienced generals, it continued a long time :

it defolated the countries it {liould have {uccoured,

and even ruined mations that had no concern in it.
Victory, which fhould have determined the conteft,

was fo variable, that it ferved only to increafe the ge-

neral flame. The fame troops that were fuccefsful in

one country were defeated in another. The people

who conquered by fea were routed on land. The

news of the lofs of a fleet and the gaining of a battle
arrived at the fame time. Succefs alternately favour-

ed each party, and by this inconftancy ferved only to
complete the mutual deftruction of both. At length,

when the blood and treafure of the {everal ftates were
exhanfted, and after a feries of calamities and expences

that had lafted twelve years, the people who had pro-

fited by their misfortunes, and were weakened by their
contefls, were anxious of recovering the loffes they had
fuftained. They endeavoured to find in the New
World the means of peopling and re-eftablifhing the

Old. France firft turned her views towards North
America, to which fhe was invited by the fimilarity of

{oil and climate, and the ifland of Cape-Breton became
immediately the object of her attention.

The Englith confidered this poffeflion as an equi- TheFrench,
valent for all the French had loft by the treaty of p e
Utrecht ; and not being entirely reconciled to them, mer loffes,
firongly oppofed their being allowed to people and goopand

! 5 A ¢ 2 fortify
fortify it. They faw no other method of excluding Cape-Bre-

them from the cod.-fithery, and making the entrance g

into Canada difficult for their thips. The moderation cobrllﬁgz-
of Queen Anne, or, perhaps, the corruption of her mi- S e

 nifters, prevented France from being expofed to this

frefh mortification : and fhe was authorifed to make
what alterations fhe thought proper at Cape-Breton.
This ifland is fituated at the entrance of the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, between the 45th and 47th degrees
of north latitude. Newfoundland lies to the eaft, on
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B 0 0 K the fame gulf, and is only 15 or 16 leagues diftant
XVL  from it; and to the weft, Acadia is only feparated
= from the ifland by a ftrait not more than three or four

leagues over. Cape-Breton, thus fituated between the
territories ceded to its enemies, threatened their poffef-
fions, while 1t proteéted thofe of France. The ifland
meafures about 36 leagues in length, and 22 in it
greateft breadth. It 1s furrounded with little fharp.
pointed rocks, feparated from each other by the waves,
above which fome of their tops are vifible. All its
harbours open to the eaft, turning towards the fouth,
Oan the other parts of the coaft there are but a few
anchoring-places for {mall veflels, in creeks, or be-
tween iflets. Except in the hilly parts, the furface of
the country has but little folidity, being every where
covered with a light mofs and with water. The damp-
nefs of the foil is exhaled in fogs, without rendering
the air unwholefome. In other refpe@s, the climate
is very cold, which is owing either to the prodigious
quantity of lakes, which cover above half the ifland,
and remain frozen a long time, or to the number of
forefls, that totally intercept the rays of the fun, the
- effet of which is befides decreafed by perpetual clouds.
Though fome fithermen had long reforted to Cape-
Breton every fummer, not more than twenty or thirty
bad ever fixed there. - The French, who took poflei-
fion of itin Auguft 1713, were properly the firft in-
habitants. They changed its name into that of Ifle
Royale, and fixed upon Fort Dauphin for their prin-
cipal fettlement. This harbour was two leagues in
circumference. The fhips, which came to the very
fhore, were completely fheltered from winds. Forefts
affording oak fufficient to build and fortifya large city,
were near at hand ; the ground appeared lefs barren.
than in other parts ; and the fithery was more plenti-
tul. This harbour might have been made impreg-
nable at a trifling expence ; but the difficulty of ap-
proaching it (a circumftance that had at firlt made a
- fironger impreffion than the advantages refulting from
it), occafioned it to be abandoned after great Jabour
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had been beftowed upon it. - The French then turned 3 0 0
*their views to Louifbourg, the accefs to which was ea-, AL
fier, and convenience was thus preferred to {ecurity.

The harbour of Louifbourg, fituated on the eaftern
coatt of the ifland, is at leaft a league in depth, and
abovea quarter of a league broad in the narroweft
part. Its bottom is good, the foundings are ufually
from fix to ten fathom, and it is eafy to tack about in
it either to fail in or out even in bad weather. It in-
cludes a fmall gulf, very commodious for refitting thips
of all fizes, which may even winter there, with proper
precautions. The only inconvenience attending this
excellent harbour is, that it is frozen up from Novem-
ber till May, and frequently continues fo till June.
The entrance, which is naturally narrow, is alfo guard-
ed by Goat Ifland ; the cannon of which playing 'up-
on a level with the furface of the water, would fink
fhips of any fize, that thould attempt to force the pafi-
age. Two batteries, one of thirty-fix, the other of
twelve twenty-four pounders, erected on the two oOp-
pofite thores, would fupport and crofs this formidable
fire.

" The town is built on a neck of land that runs into
the fea, and is about half a league in circuit. The

fireets are broad and regular. Almoft all the houfes
are made of wood. Thofe that are of ftone were con-
firucted at the expence of the government, and are
deftined for the reception of the troops. A number
of wharfs have been erected, that project a confider-
able way into the harbour, and are extremely conve-
nient for loading and unloading the fhips.

The fortification of Louifbourg was only begun in
1720. This undertaking was executed upon very
good plans, and is fupplied with all the works that
can render a place formidable. A fpace of about a
hundred toifes only was left without ramparts on the
{ide next the fea, which was thought {ufficiently de-
fended by its fituation. It was clofed only with a
fimple dyke. The fea was fo fhallow in this place,
that it made a kind of narrow canal, inacceflible, from
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B 0 o k the number of its reefs, to any fthipping whatever. Thg

XVIL

fire from the fide baftions comipletely fecured this fpot
from any attack, ‘

The neceflity of bringing ftone from Europe, and
other materials proper for thefe great works, fometimes
retarded their progrefs, but never made them be dif.
continued. ' Thirty millions [1,250,000l.] were ex.
pended upon them. This was not thought too great
a fum for the {upport of the fifheries, for fecuring the
communication between France and Canada, and for
obtaining a fecurity or retreat to thips in time of war
coming from the {outhern iflands. Nature and found
policy required that the riches of the fouth fhould be
protected by the firength of the north. ‘

In the year 1714, the French fithermen, who till
then had lived in Newfoundland, arrived in this ifland,
It was expected that their tumber would foon have
been increafed by the Acadians, who were at liberty;
by the treaties, to remove with all their effe@s, and
even to difpofe of their eftates. But thefe hopes were
difappointed ; the Acadians chofe rather to retain their
poffeflions under the dominion of England, than to
give them up for any precarious advantage they
might derive from their attachment to France. Their
place was fupplied by fome diftrefled adventurers
from Europe, who came over from time to time '
to Cape-Breton, and the inhabitants of the colony
gradually increafed to the number of four thoufand.
They were fettled at Louifbourg, Fort Dauphin, Post
Touloufe, Nericka, and on all the coafts, where they
found a proper beach for drying the cod.

The inhabitants never applied themfelves to agri-
culture, the {oil being unfit for it. They have often
attempted to fow corn, but it feldom came to matu-
rity ; and when it did thrive fo much as to be worth
reaping, it had degenerated fo confiderably, that it
was not fit for feed for the next harveft. They have
only continued to plant a few pot-herbs that are to-
lerably well tafted, but the feed of which muft be re-

newed every year. The poornefs and fcarcity of palc
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sures has likewife prevented the increafe of cattle. Ins o ok
a word, the foil of Cape-Breton feemed calculated to _*VI-
invite none but fithermen and foldiers. "
Though the ifland was entirely covered with forefts
before it was inhabited, its wood has fcarce ever been
an object of trade. A great quantity, however, of
foft wood was found there fit for firing, and fome that
might be uled for timber ; but the oak has always
been very fcarce, and the fir never yielded much
refin. - ‘
The peltry trade was a very inconfiderable object.
It confited only in the fkins of a few lynxes, elks,
mulk rats, wild cats, bears, otters, and foxes, both of
a red and filver grey colour. Some of thefe were pros
cured from a colony of Mickmac Indians, who had
fettled on the ifland with the French, and never could
raife more than fixty men able to bear arms. The
reft came from St. John’s, or the neighbouring con-
tinent. , :

Greater advantages might poflibly have been derived
from the coal mines which abound in the ifland. They
lie in a horizontal direction, and being no more than
fix or eight feet below the furface, may be worked
without digging deep, or draining off the waters. Not-
withftanding the prodigious demand for this coal from
New-England, from the year 1745, to the year 1749,
thefe mines would, probably, have been forfaken, had
not the thips which were fent out to the French iflands’
wanted ballaft.

The whele induftry of the colony has conftantly
been exerted in the cod fithery. The lefs wealthy in-
habitants employed yearly two hundred boats in this
fithery, and the richetft, fifty or fixty veflels from thirty

_ to fifty tons burden. The {mall craft always kept
within four or five leagues of the coaft, and returned
at night with their fith, which, being immediately
cured, was always in the utmoft degree of perfection
it was capable of. The larger fmacks went to fifh
further from {hore, kept their cargo for feveral days,
and ‘as the cod was apt to be too falt, it was lefs valu-

2
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B 0 0 Kable. But this inconvenience was compenfated by

XVI.
bv‘J

the advantage it gave them of purfuing the fifh, when
the want of food compelled it to leave the ifland ; and
by the facility of carrying, during the autumn, the
produce of their labours to the fouthern iflands, or
even to France. :

Befide the fithermen fettled on the ifland, other
came every year from France to dry their fith, either
in the habitations, in confequence of an agreement
made with the owners, or upon the beach, which was

-always referved for their ufe.

The mother-country regularly fent them fhips laden
with provifions; liquors, wearing apparel, houfehold |
goods, and all things neceflary for the inhabitants of
the colony. The largeft of thefe fhips, having no
other concern but this trade, returned to Europe as
foon as they had bartered their lading for cod. Thofe,
from fifty to a hundred tons burden, after having land-
ed their little cargo, went a-fithing themfelves, and
did not return till the feafon was over. .

The people of Cape-Breton did not fend all their
fith to Europe. They fent part of it to the French
fouthern iflands, on board twenty or twenty-five fhips,
from feventy to a hundred and forty tons burden. Be-
fide the cod, which made at leaft half their cargo, they
exported to the other colonies, timber, planks, thin
oak boards, {alted falmon and mackarel, train oil, and
fea-coal. All thefe were paid for in fugar and coffee,
but chiefly in rum and molaffes.

The ifland could not confume all thefe commodi-
ties. Canada took off but a fmall part of the over-
plus: it was chiefly bought by the people of New-
England, who gave in exchange fruits, vegetables,
wood, brick, and cattle. This trade of exchange was
allowed ; but a fmuggling trade was added to it, con-
fitting of flour, and a confiderable quantity of falt filh.

Notwithftanding this circulation, which was all car-
ried on at Louifbourg, moft of the colonies were €X-
tremely poor. This was owing to the dependence
their indigence had fubjected them to on their firft a1«

3
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tival. ' Unable to procure the neceffary implementss 0 o &

for the fithery, they had borrowed fome at an excefl-
five intereft. - Even thofe who were not at firft reduced
to this neceflity, were foon obliged to fubmit to the

bard térms of borrowing. The dearnefs of falt and

provifions, together with the ill fuccefs of their fifhery,
foon compelled them to it ; and they were inevitably
ruined by being obliged to pay twenty or five and
twenty per cent. a year for every thing they borrowed.
Such 1s, at every inftant, the relative fituation of
the indigent man, who folicits affiftance, and of the
opulent citizen, who grants it only on terms fo hard,
- that they become, in a fhort time, fatal to the bor-
rower and to the creditor; to the borrower, becaufe
the profit he reaps from the fum borrowed cannot
yield as much as it hath coft him; and to the credi-
- tor, becaufe in the end he can no longer be paid by a
debtor, whom his ufury foon renders infolvent. It is
a difficult matter to find out a remedy to this incon-
venience ; for the lender muft finally have his fecuri-
ties, and it is neceffary that the intereft of the fum lent
thould increafe in proportion to the ritk of the fecu-
Tity. :
- There is on both fides an error of calculation, which
2 little juftice and benevolence on the part of the

lender might remedy. The lender fhould fay to him-

felf: The unhappy man who applies to me is fkilful,
laborious, and economical ; I will affift him, io order
to raife him trom mifery. Let us fee what his induftry,
turning out to the beft advantage, will yield, and let
us not lend to him; or if we thould refolve to lend to
him, let the intereft we require upon the fum borrowed
be lefs than the produce of his labour. If the intereft
- and the produce were equal, the debtor would always
femain in a ftate of mifery ; and the leaft unexpe&ted
accident would bring on his bankruptey, and the lofs
of my capital. If, on the contrary, the produce thould
exceed the intereft, the fortune of the debtor will be
annually increafing, and confequently the fecurity of
the capital I have intrutted to him will become greater.
Vl. v,
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8 o o x But, unfortunately, a ‘rapacious {pirit doth not argue

XVI.

Settlement
of the
French in
the ifland
of St. John
Tendency
of this un-
dertaking,

in the fame manner as a {pirit of prudence and huma.
nity. There are fcarce any contracts and leafes be-
tween the rich and the poor, to which thofe principles
are not applicable. If a man fhould wilh to be paid
by his farmer, in good as well as bad feafons, he muft
not rtigoroufly exa& from him all that his land can
yield ; otherwife, if his barns fhould be fet on fire, it is
at the landlord’s expence that they are confumed. A
‘defire to profper alone often makes profperity efcape
from us. Lt is feldom that the profit of one man can
be totally feparated from that of another. A man will
always be the dupe of him who knowingly promifes
more than he can perform; while the latter will be
the dupe of the former, fhould he be ignorant of the
event. He who unites prudence with honefty, will
neither deceive others, nor be deceived himfelf.

All the French colonies of New France were not
from their firft eftablifhment deftined to fuch diftrefs.
The ifland of St. John, more favourably fituated, has
been more favourable to its inhabitants. It lies fur-
ther up the gulf of St. Lawrence, is twenty-two leagues
long, and not much above a league at its greateft
breadth. It bends in the form of a crefcent, both ends
terminating in a fharp point. Though the right of
this ifland had never been difputed with France, yet
fhe feemed to pay no regard to it till the peace of
Utrecht. The lofs of Acadia and Newfoundland drew
their attention to this fmall remaining fpot, and the
government began to inquire what ufe could be made
of it. .

It appeared that the winters were long there, the
cold extreme, with abundance of fnow, and prodi-
gious quantities of infects; but that thefe defedéts were

. compenfated by a healthy coaft, a good fea-port, and

" commodious harbours. The country was flat, enrich-
ed with fine paftures, watered by an infinite number
of rivulets and fprings; the foil exceedingly diverfifi-
ed, and fit for the culture of every kind of graif:
There was plenty of game, and multitudes of wild .
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beéafts ; amazing fhoals of fith of all forts; and a great-B 0 0 K

XV

er number of favage inhabitants than were found on A

any other of the iflands. This circumftance alone was
a proof how much it was fuperior to the reft.

The report that was fpread of this in France gave
rife to a Company in 1619, which formed the defign

both of clearing this fertile ifland, and of eftablithing

a great cod fifhery there. Unfortunately, intereft,
which had brought the adventurers together, fet them
at variance again, before they began to execute the
plan they had projected. St. John was again forgot-
ten, when the Acadians began to remove to that ifland
in 1749. In procefs of time they increafed to the
number of three thoufand one hundred and fifty-four.
As they were for the moft part hufbandmen, and par-
ticularly accuftomed to the breeding of cattle, the g0~
vernment thought proper to confine them to this emi-

ployment ; and the cod fifhery was only allowed to be :

carried on by thofe who fettled at Tracadia and St.
Peter. : !

. Prohibitions and monopolies, while they are a re-
dtraint upon induftry, are equally detrimental to the
. labours that are permitted; and to thofe that are for--

bidden. Though the ifland of St. John does not afford
a fufficient extent of fea-fhore fit for drying the vaft
quantities of cod that come in {hoals to the coafts, and
though the fith is too large to be eafily dried, yet it
‘Was mcumbent upon a power whofe fitheries are not
fufficient for the confumption of its own fubje@s, to
encourage this kind of employment. If there were
. o few drying places for the quantity that could be
caught; that which is called green cod might eafily
have been prepared, which alone would have made a
valuable branch of commerce.

By confining the inhabitants of St. John to agricul-
ture, they were deprived of all refource in thofe un-
fortunate feafons that happen frequently on the ifland,
When the crops ate devoured by the field mice and
gralshoppers. The exchanges which the mother-coun-
Uy could and ought to have made with her colony

N jj :
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were reduced to nothing. Laftly, in attempting to
favour agriculture, its progrefs was obftruéted, by lay-
ing the inhabitants under an impoffibility of procuring
the neceflary articles for extending it. A
Only: one or two [mall veflels came annually to the

~ifland from Europe, and landed at Port la Joie, where

Difcovery

of the Mif-

fiffippi by
"the French.

they were fupplied with all they wanted from Louif-
bourg, and paid for it in wheat, barley, oats, pulfe,
oxen, and fheep. A party of fifty men ferved rather
to regulate their police, than to defend them. Their
commanding officer was dependent on Cape- Breton,
which was itfelf under the controul of the governior
of Cavada. The command of this laft officer extend-
ed to a great diftance, over a vaft continent, the richeft
part of which was Louifiana.

This extenfive and beautiful country, which ti
Spaniards formerly comprehended undér the name of
Florida, was for a long time unknown to the inhabi-
tants of Canada. It was not till 1660 that fuch a
country was fuppofed to exift. At this period they
were told by the favages, that to the weft of the co-

lony there was a great river, which flowed neither to '
the north nor to the eaft ; and they concluded thatit §

muft therefore empty itfelf into the gulf of Mexico, if #
its courfe were fouthward, or into the Scuth Sea, ifit §

were weftward. The care of afcertaining thefe two
important facts was committed, in 1673, to Joliet, an

inhabitant of Quebec, a very intelligent man, and to )
the Jefuit Marquette, whofe mild and benevolent man- ¢

ners had fecured to him the general affe@ion of all the |
inhabitants.

Thefe two men, equally difinterefted, equally active, | &
and equally zealous for their country, immediately fet #
out together from the lake Michigan, entered the river

of the Foxes, which empties itfelf into that lake, and
went up almoft to the head of the river, notwithftand- §

ing the currents, which render that navigation difficult. ]

After fome days march, they again embarked on the
river Quifconfing, and, keeping always wefltward, came
to the Miffiffippi, and failed down that river as far o8
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the Akanfas, about the 33d degree of latitude. Theirz o0 o x
zeal would have carried them further, but they were XVE
in want of provifions; they were in an unknown coun-
try, and they had only three or four men along with
them : befides, the objet of their voyage was fulfilled,
fince they had difcovered the river they had been in
fearch of, and were certain of its courfe. Thefe confi-
derations determined them to return to Canada, acrofs
the country of the Illinois, a numerous people, who
were well inclined to a friendly intercour{e with the
Trench nation. Without concealing or exaggerating
any particular, they communicated to the chief of the
colony all the information they had procured. '
Among the inhabitants of New France at that time,
was a Norman, named La Salle, who was equally de-
firous of making a great fortune, and of eftablithing a
brilliant reputation. = This man had fpent his younger
years among the Jefuits, where he had contracted that
adtivity, enthufia{m, and firmnefs, which thofe fathers
fo well know how to inftil into their difciples, when
they meet with young men of quick parts, with whom
they are fond of recruiting their order.  La Salle, who
was a bold and enterprifing man, fond of availing him-
{elf of every opportunity to diftinguith himfelf, and
~  anxious even to feek out fuch opportunities, beheld in
| the difcovery that had been made a vaft career open
. to his ambition and to his genius. In concert with
Frontenac, governor of Canada, he embarked for Eu-
rope, went to the court of Verfailles, was liftened to,
almoft even with admiration, at a time when both the
piince and the people were infpired with a paffion for
great actions., He returned loaded with favours, and
with orders to complete what had been fo fortunately
begun., : : ‘
“This was a great projet: butin order to render the
~ execution of it ufeful and permanent, it was necefliry,
by forts placed at different diltances, to fecure the pof-
{effion of ‘the countries that feparated the Mifliflippi
from the French fettlements; and to 'gain the affeétion
N 13




198

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B o o xof the colonifts, either wandering or fedentary, that

XVIL

were contained in this vaft fpace. Thefe operations,

flow in their nature, were ftill retarded by unexpected

incidents, by the malevolence of the Iroquois, and by
the repeated mutinies of the foldiers, who were conti-
nually irritated by the defpotifm and . reflleflnefs of
their, chief. Accordingly, La Salle, who had begun
his preparatives in the month of September 1678,
could not fail till the fecond of February 1682, on the.
great river, which was the end of his wifhes and ex-
pe@ations.  On the gth of April he difcovered the
mouth of it; which, as it had been conjectured, was
in the gulf of Mexico: and he returned to Quebec in
the {pring of the following year.

He immediately fet out for France, to propofe the

difcovery of the Miffiffippi by fea, and the eftablifh-
ment of a great colony upon the fertile {hores -water-
ed by that river. He perfuaded the court by his elo-
quence or by his arguments ; and four {mall velflels
were given to him, with which he fet fail towards the
Gulf of Mexico. « This fimail fleet mifled the place of
their deftination, by fteering too far weftward, and ar-
rived, in the month of February 1685, in the bay of
St. Bernard, diftant a hundred leagues from the mouth
of the river where it was intended to enter. The irre-
concileable hatred which was conceived between La
Salle and Beaujeu, commander of the fhips, rendered
this error infinitely more fatal than it ought to have
been. Thefe two haughty men, impatient of {epa-
rating from each other, refolved to land the whole of

their embarkation upon the very coaft where they had

been conduéted by chance. After this defperate mea-
fute the fhips went away, and there only remained
upon thefe unknown coafts one hundred and feventy
men, moft of them very corrupt, and all of them dil-
pleafed, not without reafon, with their fituation. They
had but few tools, a fmall quantity of provifions, and
little ammunition. The remainder of what was to
ferve for the foundation of the newftate, was fwals

SRS
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lowed up by the waves, from: the perfidy or wicked-8.0 o k.
n}ffs of the fea-officers intrufted with the landing, of, K I‘
them. T30 & 1 ‘ : i
‘The proud and unfhaken foul of La Salle was; not,
however, deprefled by thefe misfortunes. - Sufpecting
that the rivers, which difcharged themfelves-in the bay
- where he had entered, might be fome of the branches
of the Miffiflippi,  he {pent feveral months -in. clearing
up his doubts. Undeceived in thefe expe@ations, he
negle@ed the -object of his expedition. . Inftead of!
Jooking for guides among -the favages, who would:
have dire&ed him to the place of his deftination, he:
chofe to penetrate. into theinland countries, and to
inform himfelf of the famous mines of St. Barbe. He
was ' wholly taken up with this abfurd proje&, when
he was maflacred- by fome of his companions, who-
were incenfed at his haughtinefs, and the violence of
his difpofition. : :

The death of La Salle foon occafioned the reft of
his.company. to difperfe.;- The villains who had mur-
dered him féll by each others hand.. Several incor-
porated with the natives. - Many-perifhed by hunger
and fatigue. - The neighbouring Spaniards loaded fome
of thefe adventurers with chains, and they ended their
days in-the mines. = The favages furprifed the fort
which had been erected, and facrificed every thing to
their fury. ~Seven men only efcaped thefe numerous i
difafters ; and thefe, wandering as far as the Mifliffip- i
pi; came to Canada by the Illinois country. Thefe it

 diftrefles foon made the French lofe fight of a region r{
which was ftill but little known.
+'The attention of the miniftry was again roufed in
1697, by Yberyille, a gentleman of Canada, who had- i
ditinguifhed himfelf by fome very bold and fortunate ;
attempts at Hudfon’s Bay, in Acadia, and Newfound- i

l
i
!

land; He was fent out from Rochfort with two fhips,
and difcovered the Mifliflippi in 1699. He failed up
the river as far as the country of the Natchez ; and , |
after having afcertained, by his own obfervation, eve- Sg
1y advantageous circumftance that had been reported h!

1

N 1y ‘ o
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B 00 K of it; he confiructed, ‘at the mouth of ‘it, a fmall fort,
XVL whichdid not continue more than four or five years,

and proceeded to another fpot to fettle his colony.
TheFrench .’ Between the river and Penfacola, a fettlement niew-
feutle nthe |y erected by the' Spaniards in Flofida, is-a coaft of
that is wa- about’ forty:leagues in extent, where’ no veffel can:
i@fé&g},’“ land.~The! foil is fandy, ‘and the climate burning.
and call it Nothing grows there but a few fcattered cedars and
Louifiana. £ 'trees. ' In this large track there is a diftri& called:
Biloki. ' This fituation, the: moft barren‘and moft in-
convenient upon the whole coaft, was made: choice of
for thie refidence of the few men whom Yberville had
brought thither, and who had been allured by the:

moft {anguine expeciations.’ tolatrid

Two years after a new colony arrived.  The firft
was removed from the parched fands on which it had
been' fettled, “and they were both united upon the
banks of the Mobile. This river is navigable only for
Indian boats, and the lands that afe watered by it are
not fertile. “Thefe werefufficient motives: for giving
up~the idea “of fuch a fertlement; which, ‘however,
was not done. It was détermined that thefe difad-
vantages would be compenfited by 'the facility of
communication with the neighbouring favages, with
the Spaniards, with the French' iflands, and with Eu-
rope. The harbour which'was to form thefe commu-
nications was not attached to the continent. = It was
placed, by chance; either fortunately ot otherwife, at
fome leagues diftance from the coaft, in a defert, bar-
ren, and favage ifland, which was decorated with the
great name of Dauphin Ifland. Fedlidh Fo08
A colony fettled on fuch bad foundations ¢ould not
poflibly profper. - The death of Yberville at fea, who
perithed glorioufly before the Havannah in 1706, in
the fervice of his country, put an end to the {fmall re-
maining hopes of the molt fanguine colonifts.  ¥rance
was fo deeply engaged in an unhappy: war, that no af-
fiftance could be expected from her. The colonifts
thought themfelves totally forfaken ; and thofe who
entertained fome hopes of finding a fettlement in ano-
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¢her place, haftened to go in fearch of it. The colo-8 0 0 &

ny was reduced to twenty-eight families, each more

wretched than the other; when, to the aftonifhment ™™ ¥

of every one, Crofat petitioned for and obtained the
exclufive trade of Louifiana in 1712.

This was a famous merchant, who by his vaft and
prudent undertakings had raifed an immenfe fortune.
He had not given up the thoughts of increafing his
wealth, but ‘he ~was defirous that his new projeéls
fhould contribute to the proiperity of the monarchy.
This noble ambition made him turn his views towards
the Mifliflippi. - The clearing of its fertile foil was not

hisaim.. His intention was to open communications,

both by land and fea, with Old and New Mexico, to
pour-all kinds of merchandife into thofe parts, and to
draw from thence as much ore as-he could. ‘The place
heafked for appeared to him to be the matural and
neceflary mart for his vaft operations; and all the fteps
taken by his agents were regulated upon this: noble
plan. - But being undeceived by feveral unfuccefsful
. attempts, he relinquifhed his {cheme; and in 1517 re-
figned his charter to a company whofe fucceis afto-
nithed all nations.

This Company was formed by Law, that celebrated r.ouifians

Scotchman, of whom mno fettled judgment :could be

formed at the time he appeared;but whofe name now mousin the

ftands between the crowd of mere adventurers and the

thort lift of great men.  This daring genius had made tem. Ra-

it his bufinefs, from his infancy, to obferve attentively
the feveral powers of Europe, to examine their vari-
ous {prings, and to calculate the ftrength of each.
The ftate into which the inordinate ambition of Louis
X1V. had plunged the kingdom of France, particular-
ly attracted his attention, which was now fixed upon a
beap of ruins. - An empire, which, during the {pace of
fﬂrty years, had excited {o much jealoufy and fo much
anxiety among all its neighbours, no longer difplayed
any degree of vigour or animation. ‘The pation was
exhaufted by the demands of the treafury, and the
beafury by the enormity of their engagements. - In

fon 9{ this.
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80 o k vain had the puclic debts been reduced, in hopes:of
XVL  ephancing the value of thofe that ftill remained. Thig |
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bankruptcy of government had but imperfectly pro-

duced that kind of good that was: expected  from it. v
The bills of government were fill ‘infinitely below |

their original value. i

It became neceflary to open a mart for thefe bills,
to prevent them from falling into total difcredit. The
mode of reimburfement was impracicable ; for the in-

tereft for the fums due abforbed, almoft entirely, the

revenues of government. Law contrived another ex.
pedient. - In'the month of Auguft 1717, he eftablifh-

ed, under the title of the Weftern Company, an aflo. |

ciation whofe funds were to confift in government
bills.  This paper was received for its whole value,

although it loft fifty per cent. in the courfe of trade, |

Accordingly, the capital, which was only of 100,000,000
of livres [4,166,6661. 13s. 4d.], was completed in a
few days. It is true, that, with thefe fingular proceed~
ings, it was not poflible to found a powerful colony
in Louifiana, as the exclufive charter feemed to te-
guire : but the author of thefe novelties was fupport-
ed by an expecation of another kind. : :

No fooner had Ponce de Leon landed at Florida,

in 1512, than a rumour was fpread, throughout the |

Old ‘and the New World, that this region was full of

metals. ‘Thefe had not been difcovered, either by |
- Francis de Cordova, or by Velafquez de Ayllon, of |

by Philip de Narvaez, or by Ferdinand de Soto, al-

though thefe enterprifing men had fearched for them |

with incredible fatigue during thirty years. Spain had
at length renounced thefe: hopes ; fhe had not even
left any trace of her enterprifes ; and notwithftanding

this, a vague report had remained among the minds of |

the people, that thefe countries concealed immente
treafures. No one pointed out the precife fpot where
thefe riches might lie ; but this circumftance itfel
tended to encourage the exaggeration of them. 1f at
intervals the enthufiafm grew cooler, it was only ©

feize upon the minds of men more powerfully fome
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wime after. - This general difpofition towards an eagers o o x.

credulity might become a wonderful infirument in the
hands of {kilful perfons.
In times of misfortune, the people are agitated by

their hopes, in the fame manner as they are by theiy

fears, or by their rage. When they are aGtuated with
rage, all the public places are in an inftant filled with
a multitude in commotion, which threatens and roars
alond. The citizen fhuts himfelf up in his houfe ; the
magiltrate trembles on his tribunal ; the fovereign is
opprefled with anxiety in his palace. When night
comes on, the tumult ceafes, and tranquillity is re-
flored..  When the people are under the impreilion of
terror, univerfal confternation diffufes itfelf in an in-

ftant from one city to another, and plunges the whole

nation into a flate of defpondency. When the people
are elated with hopes, the phantom of happinefs pre-

fents itfelf not lefs rapidly ‘on all fides. 1t raifes the

fpirits of all men, and the noify tranfports of joy fuc-
ceed to the gloomy filence of misfortune.. On one day
every thing is loft, on the other all is faved. :

Of all the paflions that are kindled in the heart of
man, there 1s none which is {fo violent in 1ts intoxica-
tion as the paflion for gold. We are all acquainted
with the country where the moft beautiful women are
to be found, and yet we are not tempted to vifit it.
Sedentary ambition exerts itfelf in a narrow compafs.
The rage of conqueft is the malady .of a fingle man,
Who draws the multitude after him. But let us fup-
pofe all the people of the earth to be equally civilized,
and the thirft of gold will difplace the inhabitants of

~ oneand of the other hemifphere. Setting out from

the two extremities of the diameter of the equator,
they will crofs each other in their way from one pole

to the other. :
Law, to whom this great {pring of adtion was well

known, eafily perfuaded the French, who were moft
of them ruined,. that the mines of Louifiana, which
had {o long been fpoken of, were at length difcover-
¢d; and that they were even far richer than they were
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3 00 x generally fuppofed to be. To give the greater weight

XVI.

to this falfe report, which had already gained too much
credit, a number of miners were fent over to work

thefe mines, which were imagined to be {o valuable,

with a body of troops fufficient to defend them.

It i6 inconceivable what a fudden impreflion this
firatagem made upon a nation naturally fond of no-
velty. 'Every man exerted himfelf to acquire the right
of partaking of this fource of wealth, which was con.
fideted as inexhauftible.  The Mifliflippi became the

- dentre of all mens wifhes, hopes, and {peculations,

1t was not ‘long before fome wealthy and powerful

men, moft ‘'of whom were thought to be perfonsof |

wnderftanding, not fatisfied with fharing the general
profit of the monopoly, became delirous of obtaining

a private property in 2 region which pafled for one |

of the beft countries in the world. Cultivators were

wanted for the clearing of thofe domains, and ‘were |
abundantly fupplied by France, Switzerland, and Ger, |

many.' 'O Thefe men, ‘after having worked three year

without falary; “for the perfons who had been at the |

expence of conveying them'to the fpot, were to be-
come citizens, and be put in pofleflion of lands, in or-
der'to clear them ‘on their own account. _

“'Diting the courfe of this frenzy, or in the years

14718 and 1719, all thefe unfortunate people were pro- |

mifcueufly crowded together in fhips.  They were not

landed at Dauphin Ifland, the harbour of which had |
lately been choked ap by fands ; nor were they feton |

{hore at Mobile; which had' loft every thing fince it

had loft ‘its port: but it was at Biloxi, that dreadful |

{pot; where all the natives, as well as foreigners who | -

had been feduced,; were placed. = There they all pe-
rithed by thoufands, with want and vexation. Inor

der to preferve them, it was only neceflary to have

cotiveyed them up the Mififfippi, and landed them
immediately upon the' country they were to clear;
but fuch was the unikilfulnefs or nagle@t of the m
nagers of the enterprife, that they never thought of

conftru@ing the boats neceflary for fo fimple a ma: |
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neeuvre.  Even after they found that the thips com-38 0 0 K
ing from Europe could moft of them fail up the river, ENL H
Biloxi (till continued to be the grave of thofe unhap- : it
by and numerous vi&tims who had fallen a facrifice to il
a political impofture. The head-quarters were not re- 1 ‘
moved to Neew-Orleans till five years after, that is, till il
pardly any were left of thofe unfortunate people who
had been weak enough to quit their native country , i
gpon fuch uncertain profpects. : : il
But at this period, when it was too late, the charm
was diflolved, and the mines vanithed. Nothing re-
“mained but the thame of having been mifled by chi-
merical notions. Louifiana fhared the fate of thofe
extraordinary men who have been too- highly extol-

led, and are afterwards punifhed for this unmerited

| fame, by being degraded below their real worth. Men
| firive, by the excefs of cenfure, to perfuade others that
: they have not given into the common error ; for how
- | can it be fuppofed that they would violently perfift in i
| fpeaking ill of themfelves? This inchanted country Al

@ reproach. The Miffiflippi was the terror of free
men.  No recruits were to be found to fend thither,
- but fuch as were taken from prifons and houfes of ill
5 | fame. It became the receptacle of the loweft and moft
profligate perfons in the kingdom.
* 'What could be expected from a fettlement compofed
~ of fuch perfons? Vicious men will neither people a
country, nor labour, nor continue long in any place. .
Many of thofe miferable perfons who had been trani- |
‘ported into thefe favage climates, went into the En- :
glith or Spanith fettlements, to exhibit the difagreeable 1
view of their diftrefs and mifery. Others foon perifh-
'ed, from the infection they had brought along with I
them.  The greater number wandered in the woods, ‘
!

‘was now holden in execration. Its very name became , I
i
l
|

0. W, fyuida. O
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till hunger and wearinefs put an end to their exift-
‘ence. Nothing was yet begun in the colony, though
twenty-five millionsof livres [ 1,041,666l 13s. 4d.] had
been funk there. The managers of the Company that
| advanced ‘thefe vaft fums. foolifhly pretended, that in

e e (O W
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8 0 0 K the capital of France they could lay the plan of fuc
XVL  undertakings as were fit for America.  Paris, unae.
T quainted with its own provinces, which it defpifes ang
exhaufts, would have {ubmitted every thing to the
operations of thefe hafty and frivolous calculators,
From the office of the Company, they pretended to
regulate and diret all the inhabitants of Louifiana,
and to impofe or withhold fuch reftraints as were
judged favourable or unfavourable to the monopoly.
‘Had they granted fome trifling encouragements to citi.
zens of character, who might have been invited to fettle
in the colony, by fecuring to them that liberty which
.every man covets, that property which every man has
a right to expect from his own labour, and that pro-
‘te€tion which is due from every fociety to its mem-
bers; fuch encouragements as thefe, 'given to pro-
‘prietors well informed of their real intereft and pro.
perty, directed by the circumftances of the place,
would have been produdlive of far greater and more
lafting effects; and would bave eftablifhed more ex-
.tenfive, {olid, and profitable fettlements, than all thof¢
an exclufive charter could ever have formed with all its
.treafures, difpenfed and -managed by agents who could
neither have the knowledge requifite to condu fo
many various operations, nor even be influenced by

any immediate intereft in their {uccefs.

The miniftry, however, thought it conducive to the
welfare of the ftate, to leave the concerns of Loui-
fiana in the hands of the Company; which were un-
der a neceflity of exerting all their intereft to obtain
permiflion to. alienate that part of their privilege.
‘T'bey were even obliged to purchafe this favour i
-1731, by paying down the fum of 1,450,000 livies
[60,416l. 135, 4d.].- For there are fome itates, where
.the right ot being involved in ruin, and that of being
preferved from it, or that of acquiring wealth, are
equally fold ; becaufe good or evil, whether public or
private, may prove an object of finance. ‘

During all the time that an exclufive charter had
‘kept Louitiana in fhackles, it had required, accord:




|

; oA il

¢ AN'THE EAST AND' WEST INDIES. .
)

ing fo the diftances, fifty, fixty, fourfcore, and a hun-3 0 o hit
dred per cent. profit, uponall the merchandife which XVl i
it ufed to fend there; and had alfo regulated, by a = * il
iate ftill more opprefiive, the price of the commodi- |
ties 'which the colony delivered to it. How was it
poffible that an infant {ettlement could make any pro-
grefs under the yoke of a tyranny f{o-atrocious? Ac-
cordingly, the difcouragement became univerfal. To
reftore to the minds of men their energy, govern-
| ment was defirous that a poffeflion, which was become
| a truly national one, thould experience a happier fate.
: With this view they decreed, that every article which
: the trade of France fhould convey into this country, i
and every thing it fhould bring back from thence, Al
fhould be exempted for ten years from all duties of Al
export and import. Let us fee to what degree of :
profperity an arrangement fo prudent raifed this cele- '
 brated region. A !
; Louifiana is a vaft country, bounded on the north Kxient, oty |
by the fea; on the eaft by Florida and Carolina ; on of Louf.
| theweft by New Mexico; and on the ‘north by Ca- an
; nada, and by unknown lands, which are fuppofed to
_extend as far as Hudfon’s Bay. It is impoffible to ai-
certain precifely the exact length of it; but its mean
breadth is two hundred leagues.
Throughout fuch an extent, the climate varies con-
fiderably. Fogs are too frequent in Lower Louifiana, .
1 {pring and autumn ; the winters are rainy, and at
Jdiftant 1ntervals attended with a flight froft: moft of
the fummer days are fpoilt by violent ‘ftorms. The
heats are not {0 exceflive in any part of this exten-
five territory as might be expected from its latitude.
This phenomenon, which feems extraordinary to a
common obferver, may be accounted for by natural
philofophers, from the thick forefts, which prevent the
- aysof the {un from heating the ground ; the num-
betlefs rivers, which keep it conftantly damp; and
the winds, which blow from the north over a long ex-
tent of land. '
Though difeafes are not very common in Upper
2 v
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B 0 0 K Louifiana, they are ftill more unfrequent in'the Low, |
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er. This is, however, nothing more than a {flip of |
lapd of two or three leagues in extent, overrun with
infects, with ftagnated waters, and with vegetable fub.
ftances, which putrify in a damp and warm atmo.
fphere, the conftant principle of the diffolution of be.
dies. . In this climate, where all dead bodies general.
ly undergo a rapid putrefaction, men enjoy a more
fettled ftate of health, than in thofe regions which to
all appearance are more healthy. Except the tetanos,
which carries off half the Negro children before they
are twelve days old, and a great number of white chil-

- dren," there is fcarce any difeafe known in that coun.

try, except fome hyfterical affeGtions, and obftructions,
which may even be confidered as a natural confequence
of the kind of life which is led there. From: whence
can the falubrity of the air proceed? Perhaps it is
owing to the frequent thunders which are heard upon |
this narrow foil. Perhaps to the winds which almoft
conftantly prevail there. Perhaps to the fires which |
it is neceffary to kindle in order to deftroy the numes |
rous reeds which impede the cultures. '

This foil muft have appeared extremely fertile, be-
fore any trials had been made of it, fince it abounded
with wild fruits. It farnithed a liberal provifion for
a great number of birds and fallow-deer. The mea-
dows, formed by nature alone, were covered with roe-
bucks and bifons. The trees were remarkable for
their bulk and height, and woods for dyeing were on-
ly wanting, for thofe grow merely between the tropics. [
"Thefe favourable omens have been fince confirmed by
fortunate experiments.

The fource of the river which divides this immenfe

_country from north to fouth, hath not yet been dil

covered. The boldeft travellers have fcarce gone high-

er than two hundred leagues above the fall of St

Anthony, which ftops the courfe of it by a cafcade

of fome height, about the 46th degree of latitude.

From thence to the fea, that is, thronghout the fpace

of 700 leagues, the navigation is not interrupted. The
' 4
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Miffiffippi, after being enlarged by the river of the s o oR
Hlinois, the Miffouri, the Ohio, and a great number Xw,‘,‘,.

of {mall rivers, maintains an uninterrapted courfe,
till it falls into the ocean. All circumftances con-
cur to prove, that the bed of this river is confider-
ably extended, and that its bottom is almoft recent
ground, fince not a fingle ftone is to be found in it.
‘The fea throws up here a prodigious quantity of mud,
 leaves of reeds, boughs and ftumps of trees, that the
Mififippi is continually wathing down; which dif
ferenit materials being driven backward and forward,
- and being collected together, form themfelves into a
folid mafs, continually tending to the prolongation of
this vaft continent.

The river hath not any regular periods of increafe
ordecreafe; but, in general, its waters are higher from
the month of January to that of June, than they are
through the reft of the year. The bed of the river
~ being very deep at the upper part, it feldom over-
flows on the ealt fide; till it comes within fixty leagues
of the fea, nior on the weft, till within a hundred leagues
that is to fay, in the low lands, which we imagine to
- berecent.  Thefe muddy grounds, like all others that
have not yet acquired a due confiftence, produce &
. prodigious quantity of large reeds, in which all ex-
traneous bodies wathed down the river are entangled.
Thefe bodies all joined together, and added to the
flime that fills up the interftices, in procefs of time
form a mafs, that raifes the banks higher than the
adjacent ground, which forms on each fide an inclined
plane.  Hence it happens, that the waters having once
/8ot out of their natural courfe, never get into it again,
and are therefore obliged to run on to the ocean, or
to form' themfelves into fmall lakes.

- When the breadth and depth of the Mififfippi are
alone confidered, we are induced to think that the
Mavigation is eafy. It is, on the contrary, very tedi-
0us, even in coming down ; becaufe it would be dan-
gerous by night in dark weather, and becaufe inftead
Of the light canoes made of bark, which are fo con-

Vol. 7. ‘ ‘ (0]
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ploy larger boats, which are confequently heavier, and
not fo eafily managed. Without thefe precautions,
the boats would be in continual danger of ftriking
againft the boughs or roots of trees, which are drag-
ged along in. great quantities by the ftream, and are
frequently fixed under water. The difficulties are
greater ftill in going up the river. ~
" At fome diftance from land, before we enter the
Mifliffippi, care muft be taken to keep clear of the
floating wood that is come down from Louifiana. - The
coaft is fo flat, that it can hardly be feen at the di-
ftance of two leagues, and it is not eafy to get up to
it. The river empties itfelf into the fea by a great
number of openings. Thefe openings are conftantly
varying, and moft of them have but little depth of
water. When the fhips have happily furmounted all
thefe obftacles, they may fail without any difficulty
ten or twelve leagues, over a country funk under wa-
ter, where the eye perceives nething but reeds, and
a few fhrubs. - Then, upon each thore, they meet with
thick forefts, which they pafs by in two os three days,
unlefs calms, which are rather frequent in fummer,
fhould retard their progrefs. - The reft of the naviga-
tion, upon a fiream fo rapid, and fo full of currents,
is performed in boats that go with oars and fails, and
ate forced to pafs on from one point of land to ano-
ther ; and though they fet out by break of day, are
thought to have made a confiderable progrefs, if they
have advanced five or fix leagues by the clofe of the
evening. The Europeans engaged in this navigation,
are attended by fome Indian huntfmen, who follow
by land, and {upply them with {ubfiftence during the
three months and a half that are employed in going
from one extremity of the colony to the other.

Thefe difficulties of fituation are the greateft which
the French have had to furmount in forming fettle-
ments at Louifiana.

The Englifh, fettled in the Eaft, have been always
fo afiduoufly employed in their plantations, that they
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have never thought of any thing but of extending andpoox «
improving them. The fpirit of conqueft or of plun. XVL - |
der hath not diverted them from their labours. = Had i
they been inclined to jealoufy, the Frénch did not be-
have {o as to excite it. « ‘
The Spaniards, unfortunately for themfelves, were !‘:Iu

more turbulent in the Weft. The defire of removing i

- an active neighbour from New Mexico induced them, -
in 1720, to adopt the fcheme of forming a confider-

able colony far beyond the boundaries within which

they had hitherto confined themfelves. The nume.

Tous caravans that were to compofe this colony fet out

from Santa Fé. They dire@ed their march towards

- the Ozages, whom they wifhed to induce to take up

arms againft their eternal enemies, the Mifloutys, whofe

territory they had refolved to occupy. The Spaniards

mifled their way, and came dire@ly to that nation;-the

ruin of which they were meditating ; and miftaking

thefe Indians for the Ozages, communicated their de.

fign without any referve. ‘

The chief of the Miffourys, who became acquainted,

by this fingular miftake, with the danger that threaten -
ed bim and his people, diffembled his refentment.
He told the Spaniards, he would gladly coneur in pro-
moting the fuccefs of their undertaking, and only de-
fired eight-and-forty hours to affemble his warriors.
When they were armed, to the number of two thou-
fand, they fell upon the Spaniards, whom they had
amufed with fports, and flew them in their fleep. All
were maflacred, without diftin&ion of age or fex. The,
chaplain, who alone efcaped the flaughter, owed his
prefervation to the fingularity of his drefs. This ca-
taftrophe having fecured the tranquillity of ‘Louifiana,
on the fide where it was moft threatened, the colony
could only be molefted by the natives; but thefe,
~ although more numerous at that time than they are in
our days, were {ftill not very formidable.

Thefe favages were divided into feveral nations, all genera -
of them very feeble, and all at enmity with each Qther; e
thongh feparated by immenfe deferts. Some of them wiges of

, Oy
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800 khad éﬁx:d abode. Their dwellings were only made

of leaves interwoven with each other, and faftened
to a number of ftakes. *Thofe who did not go quite
naked, were only covered with the fkins of fallow-

Nuchezin deer, They lived upon the produce of hunting and

particular.

fithing, upon maize, and fome fruits. Their cuftoms

~ were nearly the fame as thofe of the favages of Ca-

nada, but they had ot the fame degree of firength
and courage, of quicknefs and fagacity'; and. their
charader was lefs marked.

‘Among thefe nations, the Natchez were the moft
remarkable. They paid obedience to one man, who
ftyled himfelf ¢rEAT SUN; becaufe he bore upon his
breaft the image of that laminary, from which be
claimed his defcent. The whole bufinefs of govern-
ment, war, and religion, depended upon him. All the
world could mot,; perhaps, have produced a fovereignt
more abfolute. ~ His wife enjoyed the fame authority
and the fame honours. = When any of thefe enflaved
{fayages had the misfortune to difpleafe either of thefe
mafters, they ufed to fay to their guards, Rid me of
that dog, and were inftantly obeyed. ' Every thing of
the ‘beft that was afforded by hunting, fithing, or cul-
ture, the favages were compelled to bring to them.
On the demife of either the hufband or the wife, it
was ‘neceffary ‘that many of their fubjects thould alfo
die, that thely might attend and ferve them in the next
world: ' The religion of the Natchez was limited to
the adoration of the Sun: but this belief was accom-

‘panied with many ceremonies, and confequently at-
 tended with mifchievous effeéts. There was, however,

but one temple for the whole nation : it was once fet
on flames by the fire which is perpetually, or at leat
habitually, kept in it 5 and this event occafioned a ge-
neral confternation. Many fruitlefs efforts were made
to fiop the progrels of the flames. Some mothers
threw their children into them, and at length the fire
was extinguifhed. ‘The next day thefe barbarous he-
roines were extolled in a dilcourfe delivered by the
defpotic pentii. It is thus that hjs authority was
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maintained. It is aftonithing how fo poor and fo fa- 8 0 o x

vage a people could be fo cruelly enflaved. But fu-
perftition accounts for all the unreafonable a®ions of
men, That alone could deprive a nation of its liber-
ty, which had little elfe to lofe. ' :
Moft of the accounts affirm, upon the uncertain
faith of {fome tradition, that the Natchez occupied for
a long time the eaftern coaft of the Miffiflippi, from
the river Yberville to the Ohio; that is to fay, a fpace
df four hundred leagues. In that cafe they muft have
formed the moft flourifhing nation of North America.
It may be fufpected, that the yoke under which they

were kept by an oppreflive and arbitrary government

difgufted them of their native country. They muft
have difperfed themfelves: and this opinion feems to
be in fome meafure confirmed by the circumflance of
our finding various traces of their worfhip at great di-
ftances in thefe regions. - ltis certain, that, when the
French appeared in Louifiana,this people confifted of
no more than two thoufand warriors, and formed only
a few towns, fituated at a confiderable diftance from
each other, but all of them near the Miffiflippi.
- This want of population did not prevent the coun-
try of the Natchez from being excellent. The cli-
mate is wholefome and temperate ; the foil fufceptible
of rich and varied cultures; the territory fufficiently
elevated to preclude all fears from the inundations of
the river. This country is generally open, extenfive,
- well:watered, and covered with pleafant hillocks, agree
able meadows, and delicious woods, as far as the Apa-
lachian mountains. Accordingly, the firft Frenchmen
who came there judged, that, notwithftanding its di=
flance from the fea, this would become in time tle
centre of the colony. This opinion drew numbers of
them to this fpot. ' They were favourably received by
the favages, and aflifted in the fettlement of the plan-
fations: which they wanted to eftablith. Exchanges
that were reciprocally ufeful laid the foundation of 4
f_ﬂcnd-fhip, apparently fincere, between the two na-
Hons. It might have become permanent, had not the
: O 1
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'5 0 0 k ties of it been daily weakened by the avidity of the
XVL  Furopeans. Thefe foreigners had at firft demanded
™V the productions of the country only as honeft mer-

chants, but afterwards imperioufly dictated the condi-
tions of the trade, and at length feized upon what they
were tired of paying for, even at a low price. Their
audacity increafed to fuch a degree, as to expel the
natives from the fields they had tilled themfelves.
~ This tyranny was atrocious. In vain did the Nat-
chez endeavour to put a flop to it by the moft humi-
liating fupplications. Driven to defpair, they endea-
voured to engage in their refentment all the eaftern
nations, whofe difpofitions they were acquainted with;
and towards the latter end of the year 1729, they fuc-
ceeded in forming an almoft univerfal league, the pur-
port of which was, to exterminate in one day the whole
race of their oppreflors. This negotiation was carried
on with fuch fuccefs, as not to be difcovered either by
the favages who were friends to the French, or by the
French themfelves. Nothing but fome cafually for-
tunate event could prevent the fuccefs of the plot; and
this event took place.

According to the accounts of the times, the Nat-
chez fent to the confpiring nations, who were not bet-
ter acquainted with the art of writing than themfelves,
fome parcels, confifting of an equal number of bits of
wood. That there might be no miftake made refpect-
ing the time when the common hatred was to break
out, it was agreed, that one of thefe bits of wood fhould
be burnt every day in each town, and the laft was to
be the fignal for the bloody fcene that was to be exhi-
bited. It happened that the wife or the mother of
the great chief was informed of the plot by a fon {he
had by a Frenchman. She feveral times warned the
officer of that nation, who commanded in the neigh-
bourhood, of the circumiftance. The indifference, o
the contempt that was fhown for her advice, did not

‘ftifle in ber heart the affe@ion fhe had for thefe fo-
reigners. Her rank entitled her to enter the temple 0
the Sun at any hour fhe chofe. This prerogative put




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 215

it in her power to carry off fucceflively the bits ofs 0 o x
wood which had been depofited in it ; and fhe deter- XV~
mined to do it, in order to difturb the calculations of
the confpirators, at the hazard of haftening, fince it
was neceflary, the deftru&ion of the Frenchmen fhe
was fond of, in erder to infure the fafety of the reft
who were unknown to her. Every thing happened as
fhe expected. At the fignal agreed upon, the Natchex
fell unawares upon the enemy, not doubting but all
their allies were at the fame time engaged in the fame
bufinels ; but as there had been no treafon anywhere
elfe, every thing remained quiet, as it muft ncceﬂfarily
have done.

‘This account appears very fabulous ; but it is very
certain, that the period agreed upon between the mem-
bers of the confederacy to deliver Louifiana from a fo-
reign yoke was foreftalled by the Natchez. They were,
perhaps, not able to contain their hatred any longer.
They were, perhaps, feduced by meeting with unex-
pe&ed facility in the execution of their defign. Per-
haps they were properly or improperly apprehenfive

~ that their intentions began to be fufpected. Itisa cer-
tain fat, however, that of two hundred and twenty-
two French, who were then in this fettlement, tweo
hundred were maflacred; that the women who were
pregnant, or who had young children, did not fhare a
more fortunate deftiny ; and that the reft, who remain-
ed prifoners, were expofed to the brutality of the mur-
derers of their fons and of their hufbands.
~ The whole colony thought themfelves loft upon the
firlt news of this event. They had nothing to oppofe
to a number of enemies threatening them on all fides,
except a few half-rotten pallifades, and a tew.vaga-
bonds badly armed and 1l difciplined. Perrier, in
whom the authority was vefted, had not a better opi-
nion of the fituation of affairs. However, he fhowed
a firm countenance ; and this boldnefs ferved him in-
ftead of forces. The favages thought him not only
able to defend himfelf, but alfo to attack them. In
order to difpel the fufpicions that might have been
O iy
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B 0 0 K conceived againit them, or in hopes of obtaining a par-

don, feveral of thefe nations joined their warriors to

™™ his, in order to aflift in his revenge.

Other troops were wanting, befide ill-affected allies

or foldiers, forced into the feryice, to have infured fue-

cefs. This militia marched towards the country of
the Natchez, with a degree of flownefls which afforded
no good omen ; and they attacked the forts with that
indifference from which no good effe& could be ex-
peced. Fortunately, the befieged offered to releafe
all the prifoners they had in their pofleflion, if the
troops would withdraw ; and this propofal was acced-
ed to with extreme joy.

But Perrier, having received {fome reinforcements
from Europe, recommenced. hofiilities, in the begin.
ning of the year 1731. The profpect of this new dan-
ger {pread’ diffenfions among the Natchez, and this
mifunderftanding brought on the ruin of the whole
nation. A few feeble corps of thefe favages were put
to the fword, and a great number were fent flaves to
St. Domingo. Thofe who efcaped flayery or death
took refuge among the Chickafaws.

Thefe were the moft intrepid people of thofe re-
gions: their intimate connections with the Englifh
were well known, and their favourite virtue was hof-
pitality. All thefe realons prevented the French at
firft from requiring them to deliver up the Natchez; to
whom they had afforded refuge. But Bienville, who
fucceeded Perrier, thought him{elf authorifed to de-
mand the ceflion of them. The Chickafaws, with cou-
rage and indignation, refufed to comply. Both fides
took up arms in 1736. The French were defeated in

the open field, and driven back with lofs under the

pallifades of their enemy. They tried their fortune
again four years after, encouraged by fome fuccours
they had received from Canada. They were upon the
point of being defeated a fecond time, when fome for-
tunate incident brought on a reconciliation with thefe
favages. Since that period, the tranquillity of Loui-
flana hath never been difturbed. Let us now fee to
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what degree of profperity this long peace hath raifed s 0 o x |
the colony. | V1.

The coafts of Louifiana, which are all fituated upon m
the gulf of Mexico, are in general flat, and covered formed by~
with a barren fand. They are neither inhabited, nor ff,’liﬁi’};"
capable of being fo.  No forts have ever been eredtedns. il
upon them. '

Though' the French muft have been defirous of
drawing near to Mexico, they have formed no fettle~
ment upon the coaft which lies to the weft of the Mif-
fiffippi. They were undoubtedly apprehenfive of of- :
fending the Spaniards, who would not patiently have |
fuffered them in this neighbourhood. .

To the eaft of the river is fituated Fort Mobile, on
the banks of a river which derives its fource from the
Apalachian mountains. It ferved to maintain the
Chadtaws, the Alimabous, and other lefs numerous co-
lonies in alliance with the French, and to {ecure their
fur trade. 'The Spaniards of Penfacola drew fome pro-
vifions and merchandife from this {ettlement.

There are a great number of outlets at the mouth
- of the Miffifflippi, which are always varying. Many

of them are entirely dry at times. 'Some can only ad-

mit canoes or floops. That towards the eaft, the only

one frequented at prefent by fhips, is very tortuous,

affords only a very narrow paflfage, and hath no more

than eleven or twelve feet of water in the higheft tides.

The fmall fort called La Balife, which formerly de-

fended the mouth of the river, is no longer of any ufe,

fince ‘its canal hath been filled up, and fince the fhips

fail out of the reach of its cannon. ;

New Orleans, fituated at the diftance of thirty

leagues from the fea, is the firft fettlement that pre-

fents itfelf. This city, which was intended for a ftaple

0 carry on all the intercourfe between the mother-

country and the colony, was built upon the eaftern.

border of the river, round a crefcent, which is accefi-

ble to all thips, and where they ride in perfect fafety. \

The foundations of it were laid in 1717; but it was

Hot till 1922 that it had made any progrefs, ‘and be-
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8 0 0 Kcame the capital of Louifiana. Its population neye

l Gt i , confifted of more than fixteen hundred inhabitants

_ partly free men and partly flaves..  The huts which
originally covered it have been fucceffively transform.
ed into convenient houfes, but built with wood upon
bricks, becaufe the {oil was not fufficiently firm to
fupport heavier buildings.

The city is placed on an ifland, which is fixty leagues
in length, and hath a moderate breadth. This ifland,
the greateft part of which is not fufceptible of culture,
is formed. by the ocean, by the river Miffiffippi, by
the lake Pontchartrain, and by the Manchac, or the
river of Yberville, a canal which the Miffiffippi hath
digged for itfelf, in order to pour into it the fuperflu. |
ous part of its waters, in the feafon when they mof

E abound. There may be upon this territory abouta
hundred plantations, upon which are found four or five
hundred white men, and four thoufand Negroes, prin-
cipally employed in the culture of indigo. A few en-
terprifing proprietors have endeavoured to grow fugar
there; but {fome trifling frofts, which are fatal to this
rich produétion, have rendered this attempt ineffectual
The plantations ate feldom contiguous to each other,
but are moftly feparated by ftagnating waters and mo- |
rafles, efpecially in the interior part of the ifland.

Oppolite to New Orleans, and on the weftern fhore
of the Miffiffippi, were fettled, in 1722, three hundred
Germans, the unfortunate remains of feveral thoufand
who had been removed from their country. Their

~number hath trebled fince that period, which is nota |
very diftant one, becaufe they have always been the |
moft laborious men of the colony. Adflifted by about
two thoufand flaves, they cultivate maize for their
food, and rice and indigo for exportation. They for-
merly attended to the culture of cotton; but they
have abandoned it fince it has been fouad too fhott
for the European manufaGures. \

A little higher up, on the fame coaft, eight hundsel
Acadians were fituated, who had arrived in Louifian
immediately after the laft peace. Their labours have
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ver | peen hitherto confined to the breeding of cattle, ands 0 0 ¥
s, | ¢ the cultivation of articles of primary neceflity. If ks
ich | sheir means fhould increafe, they will attend to the
m- roduéion of vendible commodities.

on All thofe produ&ions which enrich the lower part of
to | the colony, terminate at the fettlement of the Pointe
Coupée, formed at the diftance of forty-five leagues
ues | from New Orleans. It furnifhes, moreover, the great-
nd, | eft part of the toba€co that is confumed in the coun-
te, | try, and a great deal of wood for foreign trade. Thefe
by labours employ five or fix hundred white men, and
the | ¢welve hundred Negroes. : .

ith " Throughout the whole extent of the lands which
lu- | gre cultivated in thefe feveral fettlements belonging to
of | TLower Louifiana, there runs a caufeway deftined to
ta | fecure it from the inundations of the river. Large and
Ive | deep ditches, which furround every field, afford an if-
in- | fue to the waters which would either have penetrated
en- | o rifen above the dike. This foil is entirely muddy ;
gt | and when it is to be cultivated, the large reeds which
his | cover it are cut at the bottom. As foon as they are
a2l § dry, they are fet on fire, Then, however lightly the
er, | earth be turned up, it becomes fertile in all produc-
10- | tions requiring a damp foil. Corn does not thrive up-
on it; for the blades grow, but contain no {feed. Moft
ore | of the fruit trees fucceed no better : they grow up ve-
ed § gy faft, and are in bloflom twice in a year; but the
nd fruit, which is attacked by the worms, dries, and gene-
eit | mally falls off before it is ripe. The peach, the orange,
t2 [ and the fig-tree, are the only ones, the fertility of which
he | cannot be too much extolled. :

ut | The nature of the country is very different in Up-
et | per Louifiana. To the eaft of the Mifliffippi, this di-
or- | i@ begins a little above the river of Yberville. Its
ey | temitory, which hath been anciently formed, is fuffi-

oIt ciently raifed to be free from inundations, and hath

' only a proper degree of moifture ; it therefore requires
ed | lefs care, and promifes a greater variety of productions.
L This was the opinion of the firft Frenchmen who ap-

v | peared in thefe countries. They fettled in the diftrict
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o o k of the Natchez, and after having attempted fever)

cultures, which were all fuccefsful, confined themfelyes
to that of tobacco, which foon acquired in the motheg.

- country the reputation it deferved. Government ex.

pected foon to receive from this fettlement a fufficient |
quantity for the fupply of the whole monarchy, whep
the tyranny of its agents occafioned its ruin. Since |
this fatal period, this inexhauftible foil hath rémained
unculitivated, till Great Britain, *having acquired the
property of it by treaties, fhall have conveyed there 3
population fufficient to fertilize it.

A little higher up, but on the weftern fhore, the
Red River empties itfelf into the Mifliffippi. It is at
thirty leagues diftance from the mouth of it, and upon |
the territory of the Natchitoches, that the French on
their arrival in Louifiana erected a few pallifades. The
objedt of this poft was to draw from New Mexico the
iheep and horned cattle, which a rifing colony is al
ways in want of ; and it was alfo to open a {muggling
trade with the Spanifh fort of the Adages, which is
only feven leagues diftant. It is long fince the mul- |
tiplication of the cattle in thofe fields,” to which it was
neceflary to accuftom them, hath put an end to the
firft of thefe connections ; and it was flill earlier un-
derftood, that the latter, with one of the pooreft fet-
tlements in the world, could never have any real uti-
lity. ‘Accordingly, the territory of the Natchitoches
was {oon forfaken by thofe whom the hopes of mak-
ing a great fortune had drawn there. Upon this di-
ftrict there are only now to be feen the defcendants of
a few foldiers, who have fettled there at the end of the

time ‘they were engaged for in the fervice. Theit |

number does not exceed two hundred. They live
upon maize, or upon the vegetables which they culti-

- vate, and fell the fuperfluous part of their productions

to their indolent neighbours. The money they 1e:
cetve from this fecble garrifon enables them to pay for
the liquors and the clothing which they are obliged t0
get from elfewhere. ,

. The fettlement formed among the Akanfas is fill




¥ THE EAST AND WEST INDIES« 22¢F

] | more wretched. It would infallibly have become very s o o &
| flourifhing, if the troops, the arms, the bondfmen, the *VE
provifions, and the merchandife, which Law had fent —
there on his own private account, had not been firfk
confifeated after the difgrace of that enterprifing man. ~
b Since that time fome few Canadians only have fettled

. | upon this excellent {oil, who have taken to themfelves

i | wives among the women of the country. From thefe

: conneétions hath foon arifen an almoft favage race,

, | confiting only of a few families, living feparate from
each other, and {carce attending to any other employ-
ment except that of the chafe.

 To go from the Akanfas to the Illinois country, it
is neceflary to travel three hundred leagues; for the
nations in America- are not contiguous to each other,
as they are in Europe, and are therefore the more 'in-
dependent. 'They have no chiefs’ eonneéted among
themfelves, alternately to feize upen, 'or to facrifice
them, and to render them fo unhappy, that they fhall
have nothing to gain or to lofe by a change of coun-
try and of mafter. The Illinois, fituated in the moft
northern part of Louifiana, were continually beaten,
and always upon the point of being defiroyed by the
Iroquois, or by other warlike nations. They ftood in
need of a defender ; and the French took that part
upon themfelves, by occupying a portion of their ter-

| 1itory, at the mouth of their river, and upon the more

E@afant and more fruitful banks of the Miffiffippi.

| Under this protection, the Illinois have avoided the

- deftiny of moft of the nations in the New World, of

. | Whom there fecarce remains any remembrance. Ne-

. | verthelefs, their number hath diminithed, in propor-

; tion as that of their prote@ors hath increafed. Thefe

foreigners have gradually formed a population of two
thoufand three hundred and fourfcore free perfons,
and of eight hundred flaves, diftributed in fix villages,
five of which are fituated upon the eaftern border of
the river. >
_Unfortunately, moft of thefe people have entertain-
34& paffion for running about the woods to buy up

(P L9 = o v €O
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B 0 0 K the peltries, or have indulged themfelves with remain.
XVL. ing in their warehoufes, waiting till the favages broughs
== them the produce of their chafe. They would haye
worked more ufefully for themfelves, for the colony,

and for France, had they digged the excellent foil up.

on which chance had placed them ; and had they re.

quired of it the feveral kinds of corn produced in the

Old World, which Louifiana hath been obliged to

draw from Europe, or from North America. But

" how much hath the fettlement formed by the French

in the country of the Illinois, and how much have

their other fettlements, fallen fhort of this profperity?

Never did the colony, in its greateft {plendour, rec.
kon more than {feven thoufand Negroes, exclufive of
the troops, the number of which varied from three
hundred to two thoufand men. This feeble popula.
tion was {cattered along the borders of the Miffiffippi,
throughout a {pace of five hundred leagues; and was |
defended by a few {mall forts, fituated at an immenfe |
diftance from each other. Neverthelefs, thefe men
were not defcended from that {cum of Europe which
France had, as it were, vomited forth into the New
World at the time of Law’s {yftem. All thofe mife-
rable men had perithed without leaving any iffue.
The colonifts were robuft men, airived from Canada,
or difbanded foldiers, who had fenfibly preferred the
labours of agriculture to a life of idlenefs, in which

- prejudice and pride had confirmed them. Every in-
habitant received from government a f{uitable piece of |
ground, with feed to fow it, a gun, an ax, a mattock,
a cow and a calf, a cock and fix hens, with a plenti-
ful fupply of wholefome provifions for three years.
Some officers, and fome rich men, had formed confi-
derable plantations, which occupied eight thoufand
flaves.

This colony fent to France fourfcore thoufand weight
of indigo, fome hides, and much peltry. It {ent to the
iflands tallow, fmoked meats, pulfe, rice, maize, pitch,
tar, and timber for thips and for houfe-building. Thefe
feveral articles colleCted, might be worth 2,000,000.0
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livres [83,3331: 6s. 8d.]. This fum was paid for iNpoow
European merchandife, and in the productions of the *VI-

Eaft Indies. The colony even received more than it
g‘aVe,. and derived this fingular advantage from the ex-
pences of fovereignty.

The public expences were always too confiderable
ot Louifiana. They often exceeded, even in times of

| gl peace, the whole produce of the {ettlement. - Per-

haps the agents of government would have been more
circum{pect had the bufinefs been tranfacted with mo-
ney. The unfortunate facility of paying every thing
with bills, which were not to be dilcharged till their
arrival in the mother-country, rendered them general~
ly lavifh, and fome of them were even difhoneft. For
their own private emoluments, they ordered the con-
fraction of forts, which were of no kind of ufe, and
which coft twenty times more than they ought to have

‘done. They multiplied, without reafon, as without

meafure, the annual prefents which the court of Ver-
failles were accuftomed to fend to the favage tribes.
The exports and imports of Louifiana were not car-
ried on upon fhips belonging to itfelf ; for it had ne-
ver thought of having one fingle veflel. Sometimes
it received fome feeble embarkations from the ports
of France, and fometimes large boats from the fugar
flands. But moit frequently, fhips difpatched from
the mother-country to St. Domingo, left part of their
cargo in this rich fettlement ; and after having fold
the reft of it in the Miffliflippi, ufed to load themfelves,
on their return to it, with every thing that might be
wanted at St. Domingo, or which might be {uitable to
the mother-country.

Louifiana, which nature feemed to invite to a great France

degree of profperity, would undoubtedly have attain- g:gl;z ‘imc

ed to it, if government had had the prudence to at- greatad-
vantages

tend to the wifhes of the French Proteftants, who had fron.§ esie
taken refuge in the colonies fettled by the Englifh to fiana.

Faults that
have im-

Under the moft brilliant reign, and at the moft for. peded hio

tunate period of that reign, three hundred thoufand
£

fuccels.
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8 o o K Calvinift families were enjoying peaceably in Franee
XVL  the rights of men and of citizens ; rights which had
- been confirmed to them by the famious edif; which
had quieted fo many troubles, and put an end to fy
many calamities, the ediét of Nantes. Louis XIV.
the terror of his neighbours, and the idol of his fub.
jects, had neither enemies to fear without, nor rebels
within his provinces. The Proteftants, - quiet from |
motives of duty as well as intereft, thought of nothing
but {erving the (tate, and of contributing towards it
power and its glory. They were placed at the head
of feveral new manufactures ; and being difperfed in |
the maritime countries, a navy, which was formidable®
in its infancy, derived its principal ftrength from them,
Where an eafy and decent competency prevails, the
truit of labour and of induftry, there we generally
meet with good morals. = The Proteftants, in particu-
lar, were diftinguifhed by them, becaufe they were the
leaft numerous and moft laborious of the fubje@s,; and |
becaufe they had to juftify their faith by their virtues. -
“Every thing, I'fay again, was quiet in the interior §
part of the kingdom ; but facerdotal pride and phar. §
faical ambition were not {o. The clergy of France,
Rome, and the Jefuits, were continually importuning 4 :
the throne with their fcandalous remonfirances.’ It
was reprefented, that Frenchmen who did not humble §
themfelves before a confeflfor ; who faw nothing but |
bread in the confecrated hoft ; who never faid mafs; |
who never brought any offering to the altar; who |
~married their coufins without purchafing difpenfa- |
tions ; ‘it was reprefented, that fuch Frenchmen could |
not love their country nor their -fovereign. It was |
faid, that they were in faét nothing more than traitors |
-and hypocrites ; who, in order to {hake off the yoke
of obedience, waited only for a favourable circum-
ftance, which fooner or later they would find fome |
opportunity to excite. " 5
When impofture fhall awaken the apprehenfions of |
the fovereign, with refpec to the fidelity of his fub-
jedts, it is difficult to prevent its being liftened to with
‘ 4




* any of thofe difagreeable confequences with which he

- eternal punithments ; and that if it be right in a coun-

- who are intrufted with the care of governing men,

! %8 pleafure that you fhould renounce it, has nothing to

- Dloyed them. One of thefe was Le Tellier, a harfh

| guinary minifter ; he who gave it as his epinion, that

s &
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attention. Neverthelefs, we fhall venture to afk, whe-B 0 o k
ther Louis XIV. was excufable, when he feemed not XV
to know how much his Proteftant fubjeéts were ufeful
to him? We fhall venture to afk, if he could ferioufly
believe that they would become more fo when they
were turned Catholics ; and if the toleration of a ma-
fter, {o powerful and fo abfolute, could ever bring on

was inceffantly threatened ? The Proteftants had been
feditious, it is true; but they had been perfecuted,
and had been made, alternately with Catholics, the
fport of the turbulent ambition of the great. The
idea of fo much blood {pilt in the preceding reigns,
fhould it not have made him apprehenfive of fhedding
more? Paft events fhould have taught him, that a
king hath no power over religious opinions ; that the
coniciences of men are not to be compelled ; that for-
tune, life, and dignities, are nothing in comparifon of

try, where only one form of worfhip is obferved, to
forbid accefs to any foreign fuperftition, yet power
will never exclude that which is already eftablifhed
there ; Louis XIV. experienced this. You monarchs,

make it your bufinefs to be acquainted with them.
Stady their paffions, in order that you may govern
them by their paflions. Know that a prince who fays
to his fubjects, your religion difpleafes me, it is my

do but to raife the gallows, and to prepare the wheel,
and let his executioners hold themfelves in readinefs.
Louis X1V, intrufted with the execution of his pro-
je&t, which was impious in religion and abfurd in po-
licy, two minifters impetuous as himfelf; two men
Who hated the Proteftants, becaufe Colbert had em-

and fanatic man ; the other Louvois, a cruel and fan-
all Holland thould be funk under water, and who af-

terwards caufed the Palatinate to be reduced to afhes.
Kol 1" ' P ; :
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5 o o x Immediately, on the flighteft pretence, the churches
XVL  of the Calvinifts are thut up ; they themfelves are ex-

cluded from every office in the public revenue; they
cannot be admitted into any corporation ; their cler-
gy are fubjected to taxation ; their mayors are de-
- prived of nobility ; the legacies left to their confifto-
vies are applied to hofpitals ; the officers of the king's
houfehold; the fecretaries of the king, the notaries, the
counfellors,and the attorneys, have orders to quit their
fun@ions, or to renounce their faith. Thefe aéts of
violence are fucceeded by abfurdity. A declaration
of council, in the year 1681, authorifes children of fe-
ven years of age to renounce their faith. Children of
feven years of age who have a faith, who have a civil
will, and who enter into public engagements ! Thus
it is that the fovereign and the prieft can equally make
children of men, and men of children !

But it became neceffary to withdraw children from
the authority of their parents ; for which purpofe force
was employed. Soldiers were appointed to carry them
off from their paternal dwelling, and took poffeffion of
it in their ftead. The cry of defolation refounded
from one end of the kingdom to the other. The peo-
ple began to think of removing at a diftance from the
opprefior. Whole families deferted; their houfes were
converted into guard-rooms. The powers that were
the rivals of France offered them an afylum. Am-
fterdam was enlarged with a multitude of houfes pre-
pared for their reception. The provinces were depo-
pulated. The government beheld thefe emigrations,

and were difturbed. The punifhment of the gallies

" was decreed againft the fugitive artifan and the failor,
All the paffages were clofed. Nothing was forgotten
that could poflibly enhance the merit of the facrifice;
and more than five hundred thoufand ufeful citizens
made their efcape, at the rifk of receiving in their way
the crown of martyrdom.

- It was in 1683, in the midft of thefe horrors, that
tHe fatal revocation of the edi@& of Nantes appeared:
The clergy who were fteady in their opinions Were
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ordered to quit the kingdom within a fortnight, ons o o
pain of death. Children were torn from the arms of, XVE

their fathers and mothers. And thefe horrible aéts
were authorifed by a fet of deliberate men ; by an af-
fembly of grave perfons ; by a fupreme court! They
were fathers, and yet they did not fhudder while they
gave orders for the infringement of the moft facred
laws of nature ! :

In the meanwhile, the minds of men were inflam-
ed. - The Poteftants affembled ; they were attacked ;
they defended themfelves, and dragoons were fent a-
gainft them. And now the hamlets, the villages, the
fields, the highways, and the gates of the cities, were
planted with fcaffolds, and drenched with blood. The
mtendants of the provinces vied with each other in
cruelty. Some minifters, venturing to preach and to
write, were feized upon, and put to death. - The pri-
fons were foon incapable of holding the number of
the perfecuted ; and it was the will of a fingle man
that could make fo many perfons unfortunate ! At his
word, all the civil and moral ties were broken! At
his word, a thoufand citizens, revered for their virtues,
their dignities, and their talents, were devoted to death
and to infamy ! O ye people! ye herd of weak and.
mean men ! _

And thou, blind tyrant! becaufe thy priefts have
not the art of perfuafion to make their arguments vic-
torious ; becaufe they cannot efface from the minds
of thofe innocent men the profound traces which edu-

 cation had engraved in them ; becaufe thefe men will
 neither be bafe, nor hypocritical, nor infamous ;5 be-
caufe they choofe rather to obey their God than to

obey thee, muft thou deprive them of their property,
put chains upon them, burn them, hang them up, and
drag their carcafes upon a hurdle? When thou with-
draweft thy protection from them, becaufe they do
fot think as thou doft, why fhould they not withdraw
their obedience from thee, becaufe thou thinkeft dif-
ferently from them? It is thou who doft break the
compact, : (4
P i
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'3 00k The churches of the Proteftants were deftroyed.

XVI. Their minifters were either put to death, or they fled. -
v But this did not put a ftop to the defertion of the per-

fecuted perfons. What fteps were therefore to be ta-
ken to prevent it? It was imagined that flight would
be lefs frequent when the gates were laid open. This
proved to be a miftake ; and after the paffages had
been opened, they were fhut again a fecond time with
as little fuccefs as at firft.

The dreadful wound which fanaticifm then inflicted
on the nation hath continued bleeding down to our
days, and will ftill remain open. Armies deftroyed
are recruited ; provinces that are invaded are recover-
ed : but the emigration of ufeful men, who convey to
foreign nations their indufiry and their talents, and
raife them at once to a level with the nation which
they have quitted, is an evil which cannot be reme-
died. The citizen of the world, whofe comprehenfive
mind embraces the intereft of all the human race, will
perhaps be comforted on this occafion ; but the true
patriot will never ceafe to deplore the event.

This patriot is the man who at this inftant addrefles
himfelf to kings in the following terms: * Rulers of
“ the world, when a man, under the name of priett,
« fhall contrive to conneét his interefts with the pre-
s tended interefts of a God ; when his fufpicious hat-
“ red can induce him to make ufe of the name of that
“ God, whgm he will not fail to reprefent as jealous
« and cruel, in order to excite perfecution againt the
% man who fhall not think as he does; or, to fpeak
« with greater precifion, who fhall not think as the
« prieft would have him think ; woe to you and to
« your fubjeéts, if you fhould liften to fuch infinua-
“ tions!” '

In the meanwhile, the French Proteftants, {catter-
ed over the feveral parts of the globe, were every
where turning their forrowful looks towards their for-
mer country. Thofé who had found an afylum in the
northern patt of America, defpairing ever to be able

_ to revifit their former habitations, withed at leaft t0
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be connected with the amiable nation from which ty-B o0 o &
ranny had feparated them. They offered to convey XV:
their indufiry and their capitals to Louifiana, provid-

ed they might be allowed to follow their mode of
worfhip there. Unfortunately for the ftate, the fuper-

ftition of Louis XIV. and the weaknefs of the regent,
occafioned thefe propofals to be rejected.

Neverthelefs, what analogy is there between the
tenets of religion and the {peculations of the mi-
niftry ? Not more, it {hould feem, than there is be-
tween the prefcriptions of the phyfician and the doc-
trine he profefles. Hath the patient ever thought of
afking his phyfician whether he went to church or to
meeting > whether he believed in God or not? Rulers
of the earth, he who caufes the fun indifcriminately
to thine on orthodox or on heretic regions; he who
{uffers his fertile dew to fall equally on their fields ;
doth he not declare to you, with {fufficient evidence
and energy, how much it ought to be indifferent to
you by what men they are peopled, and by what
hands they are cultivated ? It is yours to protect them;
it 18 yours to animate their labours ; it is yours to en-

~courage their induftry and their virtues. It is the
L; - part of God to fearch into their hearts, and to judge
them. Doth he render the mothers of the Calvinifts
barren ? Or doth he ftifle the child in the womb of the
Lutheran women when they are pregnant ? How there-
fore, do ye dare to condemn to exile, to death, or to
mifery worfe than thefe, that being, whom the Sove-
reign of all Sovereigns, your Father and theirs, per-
mits to live and to profper? Becaufe mafs hath not
‘been performed, or vefpers fung at Louifiana, have the
productions of the foil been lefs plentiful, lefs valu-
able, and lefs ufeful? Had the country been peopled
with orthodox perfons, and that fome reafon of ftate
had induced you to attempt the conqueft of it, you
~would have put them all to the {word without. hefita-
tion; and yet you fcruple to intruft the culture of
them to heretics. With what ftrange madnefs are
you affected ? A conformity of wor{h’i‘p puts no flop

Py
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B 0 o Kto your ferocioufnefs, and a difference of worfhip ex.

XVI.

cites it. Is it then confiftent with the dignity of the
chief of the ftate, to regulate his condu& by the fa.
natic {pirit and narrow views of the diretor of a re-
ligious feminary ? Is it confiftent with his wifdom, to
admit among the number of his fubjects none but the

- flaves of his priefts? I fhould not be in the leaft fur-

prifed, after having determined an old pufillanimous
monarch humbled by a long feries of calamities, to
complete them all by the revocation of a falutary
ediét, that the fuperftitious and hypocritical men who
furrounded him fhould have led him on, from one
circumftance to another, to reje¢t the advantageous
propofals of the religious people in the New World;
but that confiderations, which may be called mona-
ftic, thould have had the fame influence over the en-
lightened prince who held the reins of the empire after
the old monarch, and who certainly was never accufed
of bigotry, is a circumftance which I cannot explain.

Independently of this fatal {yftem, Louifiana would
not probably have languifhed for fo long a time, had
it not been for an original error adopted, of granting
lands indifcriminately to every perfon who applied for
them, and in the mannper in which he defired them.
Immenfe deferts would not then have feparated the
colonifts from each other.  Being brought near toa
common centre, they would have affifted each other,
and would have enjoyed all the advantages of a well’
regulated fociety. As population increafed, the lands
would have been cleared to a greater extent. Inftead
of a few hordes of favages, we fhould have feen 2
rifing colony, which might in-time have become 2
powerful nation, and procured infinite advantages to
France. «

The French, who annually purchafe from eighteen
to twenty millions weight of tobacco, might have en-
couraged the cultivation of it in Louifiana, and might
have drawn from that fettlement a {ufficient quantity
of it for their own confumption. Such were the hopes
that government entertained, when they ordered all
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the tobacco plants in France to be rooted up. Con-B 0 0 K
vinced that the lands in their provinces were adapted XV
to more important and richer cultures, they thought = °
it would be advantageous both to the mother-country
and the colony, to fecure to this infant fettlement a
market for that production which required the leaft
capital, the leaft time and experience. When Law,
the projector of this undertaking, fell into difcredit,
this fcheme, the advantages of which were fo evident,
was forgotten, and fhared the {fame fate as thofe which
were merely the offspring of a difordered imagination.
The blindnefs of the miniftry was kept up by the pri-
vate interefts of the agents of the treafury; and this
is not one of the leaft mifchiefs the finance has done
to the monarchy.

The wealth which tobacco would have procured to
the colony, would have made it fenfible of the ad-
vantages that might be derived from the {pacious and
beautiful meadows with which that country abounds.

~ They would foon have been covered with numerous
herds, whofe hides would have prevented the mother-
country from purchafing any from other nations, and
whofe fleth, when prepared and falted, would have
been difpofed of in the iflands, inftead of foréign beef.
Horfes and mules, multiplying in the fame propor-
tion, would have freed the French colonies from the
dependence they have always had upon the Englifh
and Spaniards for this neceflary article.

As foon as the colonifts had begun to exert them-
felves, they would have proceeded from one branch

of induftry to another. They could not, poflibly avoid
building fhips ; for the country was covered with
wood fit for the hull, and the fir-trees, that grew in
great plenty along the coaft, would have afforded mafts
and tar. There was no want of oak for the planks,
and if there had been, it might have been fupplied
by cyprefs, which is lefs apt to {plit, bend, or break,
- and the additional thicknefs of which might have
compenfated for its want of ftrength and hardnefs.
They might eafily have grown hemp for the fails and
P 1iij
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B 0 o krigging. Nothing, perhaps, need have been import.

ed but iron; and it is even more than probable that
there are iron mines in Louifiana. ;

The forefts being thus cleared without any expence,
and even with advantage, would have left the foil fit
for the culture of corn and indigo. The producion of
filk might even have been undertaken withfuccefs, when
once the colony had been fufficiently populous to at-
tend to an employment, which the mildnefs of the
climate, the number of mulberry trees, and fome fuc-
cefsful trials, had conftantly invited them to. 1In a
word, what might not have expected from a country,
where the air is temperate, and the f{oil even, frefh,
and fertile ; and which, properly {peaking, had never
been inhabited, but traverfed carelefsly by vagabonds
equally deftitute of fkill and condué&?

Had Louifiana attained to that degree of perfe@ion
it was capable of, its harbour would foon have been
made more ealy of accefs. This might perhaps have .
been effected, by ftopping up all the {mall pafles with
the floating trees wathed down by the waters; and
by colle¢ting the whole force of the fiream in one
fingle channel. If the foftnefs of the foil, the ra-
pidity of the river, or the ebbing of the fea, had oppofed
infurmountable obftacles to this projec, genius might
have found fome refources againft them. Every art,
and every ufeful improvement, would have fuccef
fively appeared to form a flourithing and vigorous co-
lony in that {pacious plain of America.

This profpect, which had never been feen but ata
diftance, feemed to be drawing near at the laft peace.
The inhabitants, to whom the treafury owed feven
millions of livres [291,666l. 13s. 4d.], mofly acquir-
ed by criminal manceuvres, defpairing of ever obtain-
ing the payment of this difhoneft debt, or being only
able to flatter themfelves that they fhould obtain it
at a diftant period, and in part only, turned their at-
tention to fome important cultures with fuccefs. Their
trade was increafed with part of the peltry trade, which
had formerly belonged to Canada., The French iflands,
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(he wants of which were continually increafing, whileB o o
their refources were diminifhing, required of them _XVI
more wood, and more: articles of fubfiftence. The
fraudulent connections with Mexico, which the war

nad interrupted, were renewed. The traders of the

mother country, excluded from fome of the markets

they had frequented, failed towards the Mifliflippi, the

horders of which, too long neglected, were at length

going to be inhabited. Already had two hundred A-

cadian families fixed there ; and the unfortunate re-

mains of that nation, difperfed among the Englith fet-
tlements, were preparing to follow them. The fame
difpofitions were obferved in feveral colonifts of St.
Vincent’s and Granada, diflatisfied with their new ma-

fiers. ‘T'welve or fifteen hundred Canadians had al-

ready begun their march te Louifiana, and were to be

followed by many more. There are even ftrong rea-

fons to think, that feveral Catholics were preparing

to quit the Britith pofleffions, in order to go into this

fpacious and beautiful country. '
~ Such was the ftate of things, when the court of TheFrench

Verfailles announced to the inhabitants of Louifiana, ™8 .

. onthe 21ft of April 1764, that by a fecret treaty made fiana to
.~ the 3d of November 1762, the property of this'ifland f’ﬁ:;na ,f;:::
.. had been given up to the court of Madrid. The lana todoit?

‘guid ftate of the colony, the obftacles which prevent-

ed its improvement, the impoflibility of puting it in

a fituation to refift the whole force of the enemy unit-
~ed upon the frontier, thefe confiderations muft eafily

have determined the French miniftry to this ceffion,
apparently {fo confiderable. But what motive could

induce Spain to accept it?* Would it not have been

better for them to facrifice Florida without any in-
demnification, for the reftoration of public tranquil-

lity, than to receive in exchange a pofleflion which it

was impoffible for them to defend ? If it were a bar-

ter againft the enterprifes which an ambitious, active,

and powerful nation might form againft Mexico, was

It not for the intereft of Spain that a faithful ally

thould fuftain the firft thock, which would warn them




234

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

8 o o k of the ftorm, and might perhaps give them time to dif-

XVI.

fipate it? ;

But in whatever manner this event may be confider.
ed in a political view, will it not be looked upon as an
offence againft morality, thus to have fold or giyen
away the members of the community to a foreign
power? For what right has a prince to difpofe of his
{ubjeés without their confent ?

What becomes of the rights of the people, if all is
due from the nation to the prince, and nothing from
the prince to the nation? Are there then no rights
but thofe of princes? Thefe pretend to derive their
power from God alone. This maxim, which is in.
vented by the clergy, only with a defign of raifing
kings above the people, that they themfelves may
command even kings in the name of the Deity, isno
more than an iron chain, to bind a whole nation un-
der the power of one man. It is no longer a mutual
tie of love and virtue, of intereft and fidelity, that
gives to one family the rule in the midft of a fociety.

But why fhould the fovereign authority wifh to con-
ceal its being derived from men? Kings are fuffici
ently informed by nature, experience, hiftory, and their
own conicioufnefs, that it is of the people they hold
all they poflefs, whether conquered by arms or acquir-
ed by treaty. As they receive from the people all
the marks of obedience, why fhould they refufe to ac-
cept from them all the rights of authority ? Nothing
is to be apprehended from voluntary fubmiffion, nor
is any thing to be obtained by the abufe of ufurped
power. It can only be fupported by violence ; and is
it poflible that a prince can be happy who commands
only by force, and is obeyed only through fear? He
cannot fit eafy upon his throne, when he cannot
reign without afferting that he holds his crown from
God alone. Every man may more truly affirm, that
he holds from God, his life, his liberty, the unalien-
able right of being governed only by reafon and
juftice. The welfare, then, and fecurity of the peo-
ple, is the fupreme law on which all others depend.
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This is, undoubtedly, the real fundamental law of alls 0 o x
fociety. It is by this we muft interpret every particu- _XV:
lar law which muft be derived from this principle, and
ferve to explain and fupport it.

If we apply this rule to the treaties of divifion and
ceffion which kings make between themielves, will it
appear that they have the right of buying, felling, or
exchanging their fubjects, without their confent? Shall
; princes then arrogate to themfelves the barbarous right
| of alienating or mortgaging their provinces and their
| fubje@s as they would their effects or effates; while
the fupplies granted for the fupport of their houfe, the
forefts of their domain, the jewels of their crown, are
all facred unalienable effects, which we muft never
have recourfe to, even in the moft prefling exigencies
of the ftate? Methinks I hear the voice of a nu-
merous colony exclaiming from America, and addref-
fing the mother-country in the following terms:

« What have I done to thee, that thou fhouldft de-
“ liver me up into the hands of a ftranger? Did I not
« fpring from thy loins? Have I not {fown, planted,
“ cultivated, and reaped for thee alone? When thy
“ fhips conveyed me to thefe thores, fo different from
“ thy own happy climate, didft thou not engage for
“ ever to protect me with thy fleets and armies? Have
« I not fought in fupport of thy rights, and defended
¢ the country thou gaveft me? After having fertilized
% it by my labour, have I not maintained it for thee

% at the expence of my blood? Thy children were
“ my parents or my brethren; thy laws my boaft,
“ and thy name my pride; that name which I have
¢ firiven to render illuftrious among nations to whom
“ it was unknown. I have procured thee friends and
¢ allies among the favages. 1 flattered myfelf with
“ the thought that I might one day come in competi-
“ tion with thy rivals, and be the terror of thine ene-
“ mies. But thou haft forfaken me. Thou haft bound
* me without my confent, by a treaty, the very con-
“ cealment of which was a treachery. Unfeeling, un-
* grateful parent, how couldft thou break, in oppofi-

_—
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« tion to the diftates of nature, the ties by which|
« was attached to thee, even from my birth? Whjle
« with inceflant and painful toil I was reftoring to
« thee the tribute of nourifhment and {ubfiftence |
« had received from thee, I wifhed for no other com.
« fort than that of living and dying under thy lay,
« That comfort thou haft refufed me. Thou hatt tor
« me from my family, to deliver me up to a mafter
« whom I did not approve. Reftore my parent to
« me; reftore me to him whofe name I have been
« ufed to call upon from my earlieft infancy. Itis
« in thy power to make me fubmit, againft my will,
« to a yoke which I abhor; but this fubmiffion will
« only be temporary. I fhall languifh and perifh with
« grief and weaknefs; or if I fhould recover life and
« vigour, it will only be to withdraw myfelf from con-
« nections I deteft ; though I thould even be compel-
« led to deliver myfelf up to thy enemies.”

This averfion which the inhabitants of Louifiana
had to the Spanifh government, did not alter the ar-

rangements made between the courts of Madrid and |

Verfailles. On the 28th February 1466, M. Ulloa ar-

rived in the colony with fourfcore Spaniards. Accord- |
ing to the ufual form, he ought to have taken poflef- |
fion immediately on his landing. But this was not the |

cafe: the orders ftill continued to be given out in the

name of the king of France; the French magiftrates }

ftill aced in that capacity, and the troops ftill conti-
nued to do the duties of the fervice under French ban-
ners; the perfon who reprefented Lewis XV. ftill re-

tained the command. Thefe circumftances perfuaded

the inhabitants, that Charles I11. was caufing the coup-
try to be examined; and that he would determine to
accept or reject it, according as he fhould find it to the
advantage or difadvantage of his power. This exami-
nation was made by an officer who appeared to have
no favourable opinion of the region which he had come
to reconnoitre; and it was natural to hope that he
would put his mafter out of conceit with it.

This illufion was in general prevailing, when a la¥
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came from Spain, to forbid Louifiana from carryings o o K
; on any trading connections with the markets where it KV
» nad hitherto fold its produtions. This fatal decree =~ *
| was accompanied, according to every teftimony, with
intolerable haughtinefs, with odious monopolies, and
| with repeated acts of arbitrary authority ; evils, which
| were the more oppreflive, as they appeared to be the
' work of the French commander, over wham Ulloa
; had acquired fuch an afcendant, as to make him the
| vile inftrument of all his caprices. Thefe accufations
, were, perhaps, exaggerated. - But the Spaniards fhould
: not have difdained to take every ftep which might
| have undeceived the prejudiced people, and foftened
: their irritated minds.
: - This contemptuous behaviour, which was confider-
ed as the greateft outrage, and as the utmoft ftretch of
tyranny, drove the people to defpair. An infallible
way of acquiring happinefs and tranquillity prefented
| itfelf to them. They had only to go acrofs the river
: to obtain it. The Englifth government folicited them
| to accept an excellent territory, together with every
kind of encouragement. for the culture of it, and all
the prerogatives of liberty ; but they were attached to
their country by a facred and beloved tie. They chofe
rather to petition the council, that Ulloa fhould be
| obliged to retire; and fince he had deferred till then
| totake pofleflion, that he thould not be allowed to do
- | it, till the court of Verfailles had heard the reprefen-
tations of the colony. On the 28th October 1766,
the tribunal pronounced the decree which was requir-
| | ed, and the Spaniards quietly reimbarked upon the
- frigate which had brought them there. There was not
' the leaft tumult, nor indecent aét committed in New
‘ Orleans, during the three days that this crifis lafted.
When it was at an end, the inhabitants of the city,
and thofe of Lower Louifiana, who had united their
tefentments, in order to bring about the revolution,
reaffumed their labours with the comfortable hopes
%‘m their condu& would be approved by the court of
Llance., ‘
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B 0 0 kK The fuccefs did not anfwer their expe®ation: The

XVI.
‘«

deputies of the colony did not arrive in Europe till fix
weeks after Ulloa; and they found that the miniftry
of Verfailles were either exceedingly difpleafed with
what had paffed, or at leaft affeCted to be fo. Thefe
difpofitions were openly cenfured by the French na.
tion, who confidered the colonifts of Louifiana in no
other light than as a generous fet of men, whofe only
crime was an unlimited attachment to their mother-
country. A clamour fo unanimous and {o powerful
was excited in their favour, that the government could
not decently refufe to fhow fome concern for thefe un-
fortunate people. This tardy compaflion was of no
effe®. The court of Madrid, who had forefeen it
had caufed M. Orelly to fet out with {peed for the
ifland of Cuba. From thence this commander took
three thoufand men of regular troops or of militia,
which he embarked upon twenty-five tranfports ; and
on the 25th of July 1769, he hoifted his flag at the
mouth of the Miffiflippi.

Upon' this intelligence, the minds of all men were
incenfed with inexpreflible rage againft a mother-
country which made a free facrifice of an affectionate
colony, and againft a power which pretended to reign
over a people who rejected their inhuman yoke. Steps
were taken to prevent the landing of the troops, and

_to burn the fhips which conveyed them. Nothing was

more eafly, if we may credit thofe who were well ac-
quainted with the fituation of the place. The confe-
quences of this bold refolution were not fo dangerous
as they might appear at firft fight. The inhabitants of
Louifiana migh hope to form an independent republic.
Should Spain and France attack them with too great
a force, they might put themfelves under the protec-
tion of England; and fhould Great Britain find itfelf
in a fituation that would not allow her to grant them
her fupport, their laft refource would have been to pafs
over to the eaftern fhore of the river, with their flaves,
their flocks, and their moveables. :
Terrible events were expected, when the promifes
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‘ of the Spanifh general, the fupplications of Aubry,s 00k .
shat weak French commander, whofe imbecility had XV
: occafioned the lofs of every thing, and the vehement ~ ¥
{ peeches of an eloquent magiftrate, quieted the fer-

ment. No man impeded the progrefs of the {mall

. fleet which arrived before New Orleans on the 14th of

. Auguft. The next day all the citizens were freed from

the allegiance which they owed to their firft country.
Pofleflion was taken of the colony in the name of its

pew mafter; and the following days, thofe of the in-
habitants who confented to fubmit to the Caftilian

. yoke took the oaths of allegiance.

| Every thing was now completed, except revenge.
Victims were required. Twelve were chofen out from
among the moft diftinguifhed perfons in the army, the
magiftracy, and trade. Six of thefe generous men
atoned with their blood for the confideration which

they enjoyed. The others, perhaps more unfortunate,

were fent to languifh out their lives in the dungeons

of the Havannah ; and this horrible tragedy was or-

dered by the Spanifh miniftry, while the French mi-

niftry fhowed no indignation at it !

Inhuman and cruel mafters, who will be inclined to
belong to you? Who will be tempted to be called
your {fubje&ts? By whom will you be ferved, fince
you difpofe of your colonifts, and cede them without
their confent, in oppofition to the laws of nature, and
to the rights of mankind, as you would difpofe of a
herd of cattle? And if they had come out againft
you, armed with torches in one hand, and daggers in
the other; if they had burnt the fhips of the Spani-
ads; if they had aflaflinated the perfon who was
charged with the orders of the court of Madrid ; what
mortal would be fo vile as to blame them for it?
Would the French government have had a right to be
offended at an infurrecion, the violence of which
would only have been proportionate to the attach-
ment profefled for themfelves? Would not the Spa-
nilh government have received the chaftifement they
deferved? But the colonifts remained quiet; they

3
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B 0 0 K fubmitted with refignation to the new yoke that wa
VI impofed upon them; they ftifled their inward myy.
| murs, and took the oath of allegiance that was requir.
ed of them. Barbarous, fanguinary, and perfidioys
Spaniards! they {wore to be faithful to you, and at
that very inftant you were marking out from among
them the firft victims of your authority. Stupid and
bafe colonifts, where do you conceal yourfelves? What !
outiages are-you fubmitting to? Your friends, your
relations, your chiefs, your defenders,; the objeéts of |
your affection and of your veneration, are dragging to
the {caffold, and are going to be plunged into obfcure
dungeons; and you remain motionlefs! At what pe.
riod ‘then, and for what reafon, will you expofe you.
felves to death? Learn, at leaft, to know the power
under whofe authority you are to live. Vile rabble,
come and learn the fate that awaits you, by thatof |
citizens who are better than yourfelves. ;
Thofe of the inhabitants who had been drawn to
the colony by the interefts of their commercial affairs, |
terrified with thefe atrocious aéls, carried their adivity
elfewhere. Defpair made feveral proprietors of rich |
_plantations forfake them, The remainder lived in mi- |
{ery and oppreflion. Thefe unfortunate people would |
hayve had no market for their productions, nor any |
means of procuring the common neceflaries of life,
had it not been for fome clandeftine connections which |
they carried on with the Englith, who trade on the
Miffiffippi, one of the two fhores of which they poffefs
and enrich. Their deftiny muft in time become rather
lefs difagreeable, becaufe the communication between
Spain and her colonies is freed from many fhackles,
and becaufe the French iflands have had the liberty
granted them of obtaining from that great province,
upon their own fhips, wood and fubfiftence. The
court of Madrid, however, hath {o many more impor-
tant concerns in the New Hemifphere, that it may be
foretold they will never attend ferioufly to the profpe-
rity of Louifiana. t
But can the wretched fituation of thefe colonifts
2




iwho have fuffered their fellow-citizens to be maflacred,s o0 0 K
‘Doth not their confcience, that fevere judge of all our
obligations, inceffantly reproach them in the following
“ whofe care was employed all day in contriburing to
~ “the night, and over your interefts during the whole

“ ed and who fuccoured you ; and moft of them were

~ “and you have quietly fuffered them to be led to the

“ coward’s fate ; and the punifhment muft fill conti-
% nue, till the exertions of a noble refentment fhall

_which hath likewife changed its mother-country.
| fate of weaknefs and mifery not to be conceived. "2d? atthe

- This was owing to the French who firft came there, trech,
and who rather threw themfelves into this country s

- built upon, was as haftily forfaken. The expences,

undred thoufand crowns [12,500l.]. This fum, add-
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excite any great degree of compaffion? Is not their 3V.

mifery a juft punifhment, which they have deferved ?

terms: “ You had homeft and virtuous magiftrates,
“ your happinefs, and in watching over your fafety in
“ year: you had among you fellow-citizens, who lov-

“ attached to you by the moft facred ties. They were
“ either your fathers, your brothers, or your children;

“ fcaffold, or loaded with chains. You walk with
“ unfeeling indifference over the ftones which they
¢ have ftained with their blood! You bow yourfelves
“ down before their executioners, and obey their or-
“ders! Your cowardice muft be punifhed with the

Y juftify you to yourfelves and to us.”
. Let us now fee what has been the fate of Canada,

At the peace of Utrecht, this vaft country was in a stateof ca-

peace of U~

than fettled in it. Moft of them had done nothing
more than run about the woods; the more fenfible
among them had attempted fome cultures, but without
choice or plan. A piece of ground, haftily tilled and

however, the government had laid out, together with
;gbe. profits of the fur trade, afforded at intervals to the
inhabitants a tolerable fubfiftence ; but a feries of un-
fortunate wars foon deprived them of thefe advantages.
-‘111:1714, the exports from Canada did not exceed a

#dto 350,000 livres [14,583L 6s. 8d.], which the go-
oL U 95
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B 0 0 K vernment fent over every year, was all the colony had
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' 'of Canada,
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its inhabi~
tants.,

to depend upon, for the payment of the goods they
received from Europe. And, indeed, thefe were fo
few, that the generality were reduced to wear fkins
like the Indians. Such was the diftrefsful fituation of
the far greater part of twenty thoufand French, fup-
pofed to inhabit thefe immenfe regions.

The happy fpirit which at that time animated the
feveral parts of the world roufed Canada from that
ftate of lethargy in which it had fo long been plunged,
It appears from the eftimates taken in 1753 and 1758,
which were neatly equal, that the inhabitants amount-
ed to gt,000 fouls, exclufive of the regular troops,
whofe Tumbers varied according to the different exi-
gencies of the colony.

This calculation did not include the many allies
difperfed throughout an extent of 1200 leagues in
length, and of confiderable breadth, nor the 16,000
Indians who dwelt in the centre of the French fettle
ments, or in their neighbourhood. None of thefe were
ever confidered as fubje@s, though they lived in the
midft of a great European colony : the fmalleft clans
ftill preferved their independence. All men talk of li-
berty, but the favage only enjoys it. Not only the
whole nation, but every individual, is truly free. The
confcioufnefs of his independence influences all bis
thoughts and a&ions. He would enter the palace of |

_an Afiatic monarch in the fame manner as he would

the cottage of a peafant, and neither be dazzled with
his fplendour, nor awed by his power. Itis his own
fpecies, it is mankind, it is his equal, that he loves and
refpeéts; but he would hate a mafter, and deftroy him.

Part of the French colony was centered in three ¢t
ties. Quebec, the capital of Canada, is 1500 leagues
diftant from France, and 120 leagues from the fea. It
is built in the form of an amphitheatre, on a peninfulé,
made by the river St. Lawrence and the river St.
Charles, and commands a profpeét over extenfive
fields, which ferve to enrich it, and over a very fafe
road that will admit upwards of two hundred fhips:
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It is three miles in circumference,  Two thirds of thiss 0 o &
circuit are defended by the water and the rocks, which XV
are a better fecurity than the fortifications ere@ed on
the ramparts that divide the peninfula. The houfes
 are tolerably well built. The inhabitants were com-
puted at about 10,000 at the beginning of the year
1759. This place was the centre of commerce, and
the feat of government. ;
The city of the Trois Rivieres, built ten years later
than Quebec, and fituated thirty leagues higher, was
nifed with a view of encouraging the trade with the
northern Indians. But this fettlement, though pro-
mifing at firft, never contained more than 1500 inha-
bitants, becaufe the fur trade was foon diverted from
this market, and carried entirely to Montreal.
Montreal is an ifland, ten leagues long, and almoft
four broad, formed by the river St. Lawrence, fixty
leagues above Quebec. It is the moft temperate,
pleafant, and fruitful {pot in all the country. A few
| huts thrown up there as it were by chance in 1640,
| were improved to a regular built town, which con-
| tained four thoufand inhabitants. At firft it lay ex-
.~ pofed to the infults of the favages; but was afterwards
enclofed with flight pallifades, and then with a wall,
conftructed about fifteen feet high, with battlements.
Itfell to decay, when the inroads of the Iroquois obli-
ged the French to eredt forts higher up the country,
10 fecare the fur trade.
- The other colonifts, who were not contained within
the walls of thefe three cities, did not live in towns,
but were fcattered along the banks of the river St.
Lawrence. None were to be feen near the mouth of
that river, where the foil is uneven and barren, and
where no corn will ripen. The firft habitations to the
fouth were built at fifty leagues, and to the north, at
tenty leagues below Quebec ; they were at a great

diftance from each other, and their produce was but

Mdifferent. No very fertile fields were to be found
but in the neighbourhood of its capital, and they im-
boved as one approached Montreal. There cannot

Qj
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5 6 0 & be a more beautiful profpect than the rich borders of
XL that long and broad canal. Detached woods adding

beauty to the tops of the verdant mountains, meadows
covered with flocks, fields crowned with ripening corn,
{mall  ftreams -of water flowing down to the river,
churches and caftles feen at intervals through the trees,
exhibited a fucceflion of the moft inchanting views
This interefting fcene did not extend far beyond the
river, and for the following reafon : when the French
miniftry undertook to form a fettlement in Canada,
they gave fome extent to thofe active or unfortunate
men who were defirous of fettling there. But as the
cuftom obferved at Paris, which ordains that all the
defcendants of the head of a family thall have an equal
{hare in the inheritance, was introduced in the colony
at the fame time, this domain was reduced to little or
nothing by a number of fhares which were divided
among a long feries of generations.

If the whole of the eftate had been {ecured to the
cldeft fon, as the public good required, the province
would have taken another turn. The father, urged to |
cconomy and labour by the defire of providing for Iis
other children, would have required more lands; co- |
vered them with buildings, flocks, and cultures; and |
upon thefe plantations he would have placed his nu- |
merous pofterity. The new proprietors would in theit
turn have followed this proper example of paternal afe |
fection ; and the whole colony would in time have |
been entirely peopled and cultivated.

The advantages of this policy, which had efcapet
the attention of the court of Verfailles, were at length
perceived by them in 1745. They forbade the further
divifion of any plantation which fhould not have ai
acre and a half in front, and thirty or forty in depth. |
This regulation did not remedy the mifchiefs occafion- §
ed by two ages of ignorance; but it put a ftop to 4l
inconvenience, which in the end muft have deftroye
the colony. ,

This plan of inequality in the divifion of eftates Vf’ln
be confidered by the vulgar asa fyftem of inhumanity
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contrary to the laws of nature ; but can there be any s o0 o x
foundation for {uch a reproach? Can a man who hath *'"
ended his career preferve any rights? Doth he not lofe
them all when he ceafes to breathe? When the Al-
mighty deprives him of life, doth he not deprive him
of every thing that had any relation to it ? - Qught his
laft will to have any influence over the generations
. which fucceed him? Certainly not. = As long as he
| lived, he hath enjoyed with reafon the lands which
he cultivated. At his death they belong to the firft
perfon who fhall take poffeffion of them and cultivate
them. This is the law of nature. 1f another order
- of things hath been eftablifhed throughout almoft the
whole of the globe, this is a neceflary confequence of
focial inftitutions. Their laws have derogated from
thofe of nature, to fecure tranquillity, to encourage -
induftry, and to confirm liberty. 'The government
will have a right to act as they have done, when they
fhall think it proper for the interefts and for the com-
mon happinefs of the members of the community, and
confequently in a more or lefs favourable manner to-
| one individual or another. Among the {feveral pofiible
iftitutions refpe@ing the inheritance of the citizens
after their deceafe, there is one which would perhaps
- meet with fome approbation. = This is, that the eftates
of the deceafed fhould return to the mafs of the pub-
lic funds, to be employed firft towards the relief of the
indigent, and after that, to reftore perpetually a kind
- of equality between the fortunes of individuals ; when
thefe two important objects had been fulfilled, the reft
- fhould be appropriated to the rewarding of virtue and
the encouraging of talents.
~ But to return to Canada : there Nature herfelf di-
tected the labours of the hufbandman, and taught him
| that watery and fandy grounds, and thofe where the
| Dne, the fir-tree, and the'cedar grew folitary, were
|  nfavourable to agriculture ; but wherever he found
g:;f;oil covered with maple, oak, beech, hornbeam, and
imall cherry trees, he might reafonably expect an a-
. Qi
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B 0 o k bundant crop of wheat, rye, maize, barley, flax, hemp,
o e tobacco, pulfe, and pot-herbs in great plenty, and of
all kinds. .

Mot of the inhabitants had a fcore of fheep, whofe
wool was very valuable to them ; ten or a dozen milk
cows, and five or fix oxen for the plough. The cattle
were fmall, but their fleth was excellent ; and thefe
people lived much better than our country people do
in Europe.

With this kind of affluence, they could afford to
keep a number of horfés ; which were not fine, but
fit for drudgery, and able to perform journeys of a.
mazing length upon the fnow. And indeed the co-
lonifts took fuch delight in increafing the breed of
them, that in winter time they would feed them with
the corn which they themfelves wanted fometimes at
another feafon. :

Such was the fituation of the 83,000 French, dif
perfed or colle&ted on the banks of the river St. Law-
rence. Above the head of the river, and in what i

- called the Upper-country, there were 8ooo more, who
were rather addiéted to hunting and trade than to huf-
bandry. :

Their firft fettlement was Catarakui, or Fort Fron. |
tenac, built in 1671, at the entrance of the lake On-
tario, to ftop the inroads of the Englith and Iroquois.
The bay of this place ferved as a harbour for the men
of war and trading veffels belonging to this great lake,
which might with more propriety be called a fea, and
where ftorms are almoft as frequent and as dreadful as
on the ocean. .
 Between the lakes Ontario and Erie, each of which
meafures three hundred leagues in circumference, lies
u track of land fourteen leagues in extent. This tract
is interfeted towards the middle by the famous fall of
Niagara, which from its height, breadth, and fhape,
and from the quantity and impetuofity of its waters,
is juftly accounted the moft wonderful catarat in the
world. It was above this grand and awful waterfall

-
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that France had ereGted fortifications, with a defign tos 0 0 &
prevent the Indians from carrying their furs to the ri. *V-
yal nation. e '
~ Beyond the lake Erie is an extent. of land, diftin-
guifhed by the name of the Streight, which exceeds
all Canada for the mildnefs of the climate, the beauty
and variety of the landfcapes, the richnefs of the foil,
and the profufion of game and fifh. = Nature has la-
yifhed all her bleflings to enrich! this beautiful {pot.
But this was not the motive that determined the
French to fettle there in the beginning of the prefent
century. It was the vicinity of {everal Indian nations,
who could f{upply them with confiderable quantities of
furs ; and, indeed, this trade increafed very faft.
. The fuccefs of this new fettlement proved fatal to
the poft of Michillimakinach, a hundred leagues fur-
ther, between the lake Michigan, the lake Huron, and
the lake Superior, which are all three navigable. The
greateft part of the trade which ufed to be carried on
there with the natives, was transferred to the Streight,
where it continued. ‘
. Befide the forts already mentioned, there were fome
of lefs note, built in different parts of the country, ei-
ther upon rivers, or at the openings between the
mountains ; for the firft fentiment which intereft in-
fpires is that of miftruft, and its firft impulle is that of
attack or defence. Each of thefe forts was provided
with a garrifon, which defended the French who were
fettled in the neighbourhood. There were in all eight

~ thoufand fouls, who inhabited the upper country.

Few of the colonifts had fuch manners as it could Manners of
have been wifhed they had had. ‘Thofe whom rural J¢Ffeoch
labours fixed in the country, allowed only a few mo-
ments to the care of their flocks, and to other indif-
penfable occupations, during the winter. ‘The reft of
the time 'was pafled in idlenefs, at public houfes, or in
mnning along the fnow in fledges, in imitation of the

- moft diftinguifhed citizens. When the return of the
fpring called them out to the neceffary labours of the
field, they ploughed the ground fuperficially without

Q_iiij
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B 0 0 K ever manuring it, fowed it carelefély, and then return.

: XVI.
e, o)

ed to their former indolent manner of life till harveft.
time. In a country where the people were too proud
or too lazy to work by the day, every family was obli.
ged to gather in their own crops ; and nothing was to
be feen of that {prightly joy, which on a fine fummer’s
day enlivens the reapers, while they are gathenng in
their rich harveft. ;

This amazing negligence might be owing to feveral
caufes. The exceflive cold in winter, which froze up
the rivers, totally put a ftop to the exertions of the
inhabitants. ' They contrated fuch a habit of idlenefs
during the continuance of thefevere weather for eight
months fucceflively, that labour appeared infapport-
able to them even in the fineft weather. The nume-
rous feftivals prefcribed by their religion, which owed
its increafe to their eftablifiment, prevented the firft
exertion, as well as they interrupted the progrefs of

" induftry. Men are ready enough to comply with that

fpecies of devotion that flatters their indolence.  Laft-
ly, a paffion for war, which had been purpofely en-
couraged among thefe bold and courageous men, made
them averfe from the labours of hufbandry. ' Their
minds were fo entirely captivated with military glory,
that they thought only of ‘war, though they engaged
in it without pay.

The inhabitants of the cities, efpecially of the capi-
tal, {pent the winter, as well as the fummer, in a con-
ftant fcene of diffipation. = They were alike infenfible
to the beauties of nature and to the pleafures of ima-
gination ; they had no tafte for arts or {ciences, for
reading or intiru¢tion. Their only paffion was amufe-
ment ; and perfons of all ages were fond of dancing
at aflemblies. ' This manner of life confiderably in-
creafed the influence of the women, who were poffefl-
ed of every attraction, except thofe foft emotions of
the foul, which alone conftitute the merit and the
charm of beauty. Lively, gay, and addicted to co-
quetry and gallantry, they were more fond of infpir-
ing than feeling the tender paffions. There appeared
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in both fexes a greater degree of devotion than virtue,s 0 o &
more religion than probity, a higher fenfe of honour XVI
than real honefty.  Superftition took place of mora-
lity, which will always be the cafe, wherever men are
taught to believe that ceremonies will compenfate for
ood works, and that crimes are expiated by prayers.
Idlenefs, prejudice, and levity, would never have Formofgo-
gained fuch an afcendant in Canada, had the govern- JFir
ment been careful to turn the attention of the  people in Canada.
to lafting and ufeful objects. But all the colonifts were [Pt
required to pay an implicit obedience to a mere mili- which cul-

tary authority. They were unacquainted with ‘the'gud,y md
flow and fure procefs of laws. The will of the chief; fithing, ex-
of of his delegates, was an oracle, which they were Fom b
not even at liberty to interpret; an awful decree, ;
which they were to fubmit to without examination.
" Delays and reprefentations were {o many crimes in the
eyes of a defpotic ruler, who had ufurped a power of
punithing or abfolving merely by his word. ~He had
the authority of difpenting all favours and penalties,
rewards and punifhments; the right of imprifoning
without the fhadow of a crime, and the {till more for-
midable right of enforcing a reverence for his decrees
. a3 fo many alts of juftice, though they were but the
iregular fallies of his own caprice. )

In early times, this unlimited power was not exer-
- cifed in matters of military difcipline and political ad-
minifiration only, but extended even to civil jurifdic-
tion. The governor decided abfolutely, and without
appeal, all differences arifing between the colonifts.
Thefe contefts were fortunately very rare, in a coun-
try where all things might almoft be faid to be in
common. This dangerous authority {fubfifted till 1663,
at which period a tribunal was ereéted in the capital
for the definitive trial of all caufes depending through-
- out the colony. The cuftom of Paris, modified in
conformity to local circumitances, formed the code of -
their laws. .
~ This code was not mutilated or disfigured by a mix-
- e of revenue laws.  The adminiftration of the

’
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B o o k finances in'Canada only required a few fines of aliena.

XVL ' tion, a trifling contribution from the inhabitants of
Quebec and Montreal towards maintaining the forti.
fications, and fome duties upon all goods imported
and exported. « Thefe feveral articles united brought
no more than 260,200 livres [10,841l. 13s. 4d.] into
the treafury, in the moft flourifhing times of the co-
lony.

The lands were not taxed by government, but were
burdened with other charges. At the firft eftablith-
ment of the colony; the king.rewarded his officers, ci-
vil and military, and others of his fubjects, whom he
wifhed to remunerate or to enrich, with grants of land,
from two to fix leagues fquare. = Thefe great proprie-
tors, who were men of moderate fortunes, and unfkill-
ed in -agriculture, were unable to manage fuch vaft
eftates, and were therefore under a neceflity of mak-.
ing over their lands to veteran foldiers, or to the cole-
nifts, for a perpetual annuity.

Each of thefe vaflals was commonly allowed ninety
acres of land, and engaged to pay annually to the
lord of the manor one or two fols [a halfpenny or a
penny] per acre, and a meafure of corn for the entire
grant. He likewife engaged to work in the lord’s
mill, and to cede to him, for the miller’s fees, the

* fourteenth part of the flour ; he alfo engaged to pay
one twelfth for the fines of alienation, and remained
fubje¢t to the lord’s right of repurchafe. \

There have been writers who have applauded, with
enthufialm, a {yftem which appeared proper to confirm
order and fubordination. But was not this introducing

X into America the image of the feudal government
which for fo long a time had occafioned the ruin of
Europe? Was it not giving {ubfiftence to a great
number of idle perfons, at the expence of the only
clafs of citizens with which an infant ftate ought to be
peopled ? The burden of an annuitant nobility was
#till increafed to thefe ufeful colonifts, by the addition-
al weight of the exacions of the clergy.  This rapa-
cious body obtained of the miniftry, in 1663, that they -
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fhould receive the thirteenth part of all that the foil fhould 8 o o &
produce by the labour of man, and of all that it fhould XV

prodyce [pontaneoufly. ‘This intolerable vexation, in a
country which was not yet well fettled, had lafted
four years, when the {fupreme council of Quebec took
ppon themfelves, in 1667, to reduce’ the tithes to.a
twenty-fixth ; and an edict of 1769 confirmed this re-
gulation, which was ftill too favourable to the priefts.

So many impediments previoufly oppofed to the
progrefs of agriculture; difabled the colony from pay-
ing for the neceffaries that came from the mother-
country. The French minifiry were at laft fo fully
convinced of this truth, that, after having always ob-
ftinately oppofed the- eftablifhment of manufactures
in America, they thought it their intereft even to pro-
mote them in 1706. But thofe late encouragements
had very little effett ; and the united indufiry of the

 colonifts could never produce more than a few coarfe
linens, and fome very bad woollens,

The fifheries were not much more attended to than
the manufaGtures. - The only one that could become
an object of exportation was that of the feal. This
animal has been ranked in the clafs of fith, though he
be not dumb ; he is' always produced on land, and
lives more on dry ground than in the water. His
head is fomewhat like that of a maftiff. He has four
paws, which are very fhort, efpecially the hinder ones,
which ferve him rather to crawl than to walk upon.
They are fhaped like fins, but the fore-feet have claws.
His {kin is hard, and covered with thort hair. He is

~atfirft white, but turns fandy or black as he grows
iip. ‘Sometimes he is of all thefe three different ceo-
ours, .
There are two different kinds of feals. The larger
one fometimes weighs two thoufand pounds, and {feems
to have a fharper fnout than the others. The {mall
ones, whofe fkin is commonly marbled, are active,
and more dexterous in extricating themfelves out of
the fnares that are laid for them, The Indians have
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& 0 0 x the art of taming them fo far as to make them follow |

them. R

They couple upon the rocks, and fometimes on the
ice ; and it is there alfo that the dams bring forth
their young. They commonly bear two; and they
ufually fuckle them in the water, but more frequently
on land.  When they want to teach them to fwim, it
is faid they carry them upon their backs, drop them
now and then into the water, then take them up a-
gain, and proceed in this manner till they are firong
enough to fwim of themfelves. Moft little birds flut-
ter about from {pray to fpray, beftore they venture to
fly abroad ; the eagle carries her young, to train them
up to encounter the boifterous winds ; it is not, there-
fore, furprifing that the feal, produced on land, fhould
ufe her little ones to live under water.

This amphibious animal is fifhed for only en the
Labrador coaft. The Canadians go to this frozen and
almoft uninhabitable coaft towards the middle of Oc-
tober, and remain there till the beginning of June.
They place their nets between the continent and a
fow fmall iflands at a little diftance. The {eals, who
commonly come in fhoals from the eaft, attempt to
pafs thofe kinds of ftraits, and are caught. When

‘they are conveyed to land, they remain frozen there
till the month of May. They are then thrown into
hot kettles, from whence their oil flows into another
veflel, where it cools. Seven or eight of thefe animals
yield a hogthead of oil.

The fkin of the feal was formerly ufed for muffs,
but afterwards to cover trunks, and to make fhoes
and boots. - When it is well tanned, the grain is not
unlike that of Morocco leather. If it be not quite fo
fine, it preferves, however, its colour longer.

'The flefh of the feal is generally allowed to be good,
but it turns to better account when boiled down t0
oil. - This oil keeps clear for a long time, has no ba
{mell, and leaves no fediment. ' It is ufed for burniog
and drefling leather.
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Five or fix fmall fhips were fitted out yeatly froms o o k
Canada for the feal fifhery, and one or two lefs for the %V
Caribbee Iflands. It received from the iflands nine or Y
ten veflels laden with rum, molafles, coffee, and fugar;
and from France about thirty {hips, the lading of which
together might amount to nine thoufand tons.

In the interval between the two laft wars, which

was the moft flourifhing period of the colony, the ex-
ports did not exceed 1,200,000 livres [50,000l.] in
furs, 800,000 [33,333]. 6s. 8d.] in beaver, 250,000
[10,4161. 13s. 4d.] In feal oil, the fame in flour and
peas, and 150,000 livres [6250L.] in wood of all kinds.
Thefe feveral articles put together amounted only to
2,650,000 livtes [110,4161. 13s. 4d.] a year; a fum
fufficient to pay for the commodities fent from the
mother-country. The government made up the de-
ficiency. A

When the French were firft in pofleflion of Canada, Taxeste-
they had very little {pecie. The {mall quantity that Y1 Ca-
was brought in from time to time by the new fettlers, pences of
did not continue in the country, becaufe the necef- ;{’,‘;g’;‘;‘;;,;t
fitous ftate of the colony foon occafioned it to re- country.
turn, This was a great obftacle to the progrefs of i\ﬁ’c’ﬂe’t’h‘e”y
commerce and agriculture. In 1670, the. court of were paid.
Verfailles coined a particular fort of money for the ule cxeers t;';;
of all the French fettlements in America, and fet a ¥ere car-
nominal value upon it, one-fourth above the current how tai?ey
coin of the mother-country. But this expedient was "¢ g

. 14 Ol.
not produétive of the advantages that were expected,
at leaft with regard to New France. They therefore
contrived to fubftitute paper-currency inftead of me-
tal, for the payment of the troops, and other expences
of government. This fucceeded till the year 1713,
when the engagements that had been made with the
‘adminiftrators of the colony were not faithfully ob-
ferved. Their bills of exchange drawn upon the trea-
{ury of the mother-country were not honoured, and
from that time fell into difcredit. They were at laft
paid off in 1420, with the lofs of five-eighths.

This event occafioned the revival of the ufe of ipe-
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B 0 0 K cie in Canada: but this expedient lafted only two

.
‘

G ;

 nefs

years. 'The merchants found it troublefome, charge-
able, and hazardous to fend money to France, and fy
did all the colonifts who had any remittances to make;
fo that they were the firft to folicit the re-eftablifh-
ment of paper-currency. | This confifted of cards, on
which were ftamped the arms of France and Navarre,
and they were figned by the governor, the intendant,
and the comptroller. They were of twenty-four [1L],
twelve [r0s.], fix [5s.], and three livres [2s. 6d.] ; and
of thirty [1s. 3d.], fifteen [7+d.], and feven fols and a
half [32d.]. The value of the whole number that was
made out, did not exceed a million of livres [41,666l,
13s. 4d.]. - When this {fum was not {ufficient for the
public exigencies, the deficiency was made up by or-
ders figned only by the intendant. This was the firft
abufe ; but one of ftill greater confequence was, that
their number was unlimited. The fmalleft were of
twenty fols [10d.], and the higheft of a hundred livres
[4l. 3s. 4d.]. Thefe different papers circulated in the
colony, and fupplied the want of fpecie till the month
of O&ober. This was the lateft feafon for the fhips

to fail from Canada. Then all this paper-currency

was turned into bills of exchange, payable in France
by the government, which was fuppofed to have made
ufe of the value. But they were {o multiplied by the
year 1754, that the royal trealury could no longer an-
fwer fuch large demands, and was forced to protrad
the payment. An unfortunate war that broke out
two years after, {o increafed their number, that at laft
they were prohibited. This prefently raifed the price
of all commodities to an immoderate degree ; and as,
on account of the enormous expences of the war, the
king was the chief confumer, he alone bore the lofs
ariﬁngo from the difcarded paper, and from the dear-
£ the goods.. In 1459, the miniftry were obli-
ged to ftop payment of the Canada bills, till their
origin and their real value could be traced. They
amounted to an alarming number, :
The annual expences of government for Canada,
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which in 1429 did not exceed 400,000 livres [16,666l.8 0 0
135 4d.], and before 1749 never were greater than XVE
1,700,000 [71,833l. 6s. 8d.], were immenie after that
period.  The year 1750 coft 2,100,000 [8%,500l.];
the year 1751, 2,700,000 [112,500L.] ; the year 1752,
4,090,000 [ 1%70,4161, 135.4d.]; the year1753, 5,300,000
[220,8331. 6s.8d.]; the year 1754, 4,450,000 [ 185,416l
135, 4d.]; the year 1955, 6,100,000 [254,166l. 13s.
4d.]; the year 1756, 11,300,000 [470,833l. 6s. 8d.];
\ the year 175%, 19,250,000 {802,083l 6s. 8d.]; the
year 1758, 27,000,000 [1,162,500L.]; the year 1459,
26,000,000 [1,083,3331. 6s. 8d.]; the firft eight months
of the year 1760, 13,500,000 [562,5001.]. Of thefe:
prodigious fums 80,000,000 (3,333,333l '6s. 8d.] were
due at the peace.
- This infamous debt was traced up to its origin. The
malverfations were horrid. Some perfons, who had be-
come delinquents from the abufe of the unlimited
power which government had granted them, were-de-
graded, banifhed, and firipped of part of their plun-
der.  Others, not lefs guilty, by diftributing their gold
- with a lavifh hand, efcaped reftitution and infamy, and
infolently enjoyed the fortune they had acquired by
{uch criminal means. The bills of exchange were redu-
ced to one half, and the orders to a fourth part of their
value. ‘They were both paid in bonds bearing four
per cent. intereft, which fell into the greateft difcredit.
In the debt of eighty millions [3,333,3331. 6s. 8d.],
the Canadians were holders of thirty-four millions
[1,416,6661. 135. 4d.] in orders, and feven millions
[291,6661. 13s. 4d.] in bills of exchange. Their pa-
per was fubjected to the general regulation : but Great
Britain, whofe fubje@s they were become, obtained
for them an indemnity of three millions [125,400l.]
| I bonds, and fix hundred thoufand livres {250,000l ]
in fpecie ; fo that they received fifty-five per cent.
upon their bills of exchange, and thirty-four per cent.
upon their orders.
If'Canada did not deferve thefe facrifices from the e
| mother-country, it was the fault of the power that fance
r 2
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5 0 0 k gave laws to it.  Nature had made this country pro.
XVL.  per for the production of all kinds of grain, which are
might have Nete 0F @ fuperior quality, and liable to few accidents,
derived  becaufe when fown in May, they are gathered before
fromCa- the end of Auguft. The wants of the American
iflands, and of part of Europe, fecure the fale of them
at an advantageous price. Neverthelefs, no more
wheat was ever culiivated than what was neceflary for
the colonifts, who were even fometimes reduced to the
neceflity of drawing their {ubfiftence from foreign
markets. g : e il
If hufbandry had been encouraged and extended,
the breed of cattle would have increafed. There is
fuch plenty of pafture-ground and of acorns, that the
colonies might eafily have bred oxen and hogs enough
to fupply the French iflands with beef and pork, with-
out having recourfe to Irifh beef. Poflibly, thele cat-
tle might in time have increafed fufliciently to furnifh
the traders of the mother country. :
The fame advantages could not have been obtain.
ed from their fheep, even if the rigour of the cli- |
mate had not fet an invincible obftacle to their mul- |
tiplication. = Their fleece, which muit always be coarfe,
can only be ufefully employed in the colony itfelf, for
ftufts of a more or lefs ordinary kind.
The fame thing cannot be faid of the ginfeng.
This plant, which the Chinefe procure from the Co-
rea, or from Tartary, and which they buy at the
weight of gold, was found in 1720 by the Jefuit La-
fitau, in the forefts of Canada, where it grows very
common. It was foon carried to Canton, where It
was much efteemed, and fold at an extravagant price.
The ginfeng, which at firft fold at Quebec for thirty
or forty fols [about ¥s. 6d. on an average] a pound,
rofe to twenty-five livres [1l. 10d.]. In 1752, the
Canadians exported this plant to the value of 500,000
livres 20,833l 6s. 8d.].  There was fuch a demand
for it, that they were induced to gather in May what
ought not to have been gathered till September, and
tu dry in the oven what thould have been dried gra-

4
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dually in the fhade. This fpoilt the fale of the gin-B 00K

feng of Canada, in the only country in the world
where it could find a market; and the colonifts were
feverely punifhed for their excefive rapacioufnefs, by
the total lofs of a branch of commerce, which, if right-
ly managed, might have proved a fource of optilence.
Another, and a furer plan for the encouragement of
induftry, was the working of the iron mines which
abound in thofe parts. Mr. Dantic hath laboured for
a long time to difcover a certain method of clafling all
the kinds of iron that are known. After a great
number of experiments, the detail of which would
be improper here, he hath found that the iron of Sty-
ria was the beft. The fecond beft is the iron of North
America, of Danemara in Sweden, of Spain, of Bay-
onne, of Rouflillon, of the country of Foix, of Ber-
1, of Thierache, and of Sweden, the common iron
of France, and laftly, that of Siberia. If this be real-
ly the cafe, what advantage might not the court of
Verfailles have derived from the mine which was dif.
covered at the Trois Rivieres, which is exceedingly
abundant, and near the {furface of the earth? At firit
it was only carelefsly and improperiy: worked ; but
thefe labours were increafed and improved by a black-
~ Imitharrived from Europe in 1739. The colony made
ufe of no other iron than this; fome {pecimens of it
“Were even exported, but there the matter refted. This
negligence was the more inexcufable, as at this pe-
tiod the refolution had been taken, after much hefi-
tation, to form a naval {ettlement in Canada.
. The firft Europeans who landed on that vaft region,
found it entirely covered with forefts. The principal
trees were oaks of prodigious height, and pines of
all fizes. Thefe woods, when felled, might have been
~ tonveyed with eafe down the river St. Lawrence, and
the numberlefs rivers that fall into it. By an unac-
fountable fatality, all thefe treafures were overlooked
- o defpifed. At length the attention of the court of
Verfailles was turned towards them ; and {ome docks
Were conftructed by their orders at Quebec, for build-
Vol V. R
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8 0 o k ing men of war: but this bufinefs was, unfortunateiy,
XVI.

trufted to agents, who had nothing in view but their
own private intereft. ,

The timber thould have been felled upon the hill,
where the cold air hardens the wood by contracting
its fibres : whereas it was conitantly taken from marfhy
grounds, and from the banks of the rivers, where the
moifture gives it a loofer and a richer texture. Inftead
of conveying it in barges, they floated it down on
rafts to the place of its deftination, where, being for-
gotten and left in the water, it gathered a kind of
mofs that rotted it.  Inftead of being put under fheds
when it was landed, it was left expofed to the fun in
fummer, to the fnow in winter, and to the rains in
{pring and autumn, It was then conveyed into the
dock-yards, where it again fuftained the inclemency
of the feafons for two or three years. Negligence or
dithonefty enhanced the price of every thing to fuch
a degree, that fails, ropes, pitch and tar, were import-
ed from Europe into a country, which, with a little
induftry, might have fupplied the whole kingdom of
France with all thefe materials. This bad manage-
ment had brought the wood of Canada entirely into
difrepute, and effeually ruined the refources which
that country afforded for the navy.

The colony furnithed the manufactures of the mo-
ther-country with a branch of trade that might almoft
be called an exclufive one, which was the preparation
of the beaver. This commodity at firft was fubjected
to the oppreflive reftraints of monopoly. The India
Company could not but make an ill ufe of their pri-
vilege, and really did fo. What they bought of the
Indians was chiefly paid for in Englifh fcarlet cloths,
which thofe people were very fond of wearing. But
as they could make twenty-five or thirty per cent.
more of their commodities in the Englifh {ettlements
than the Company chofe to give, they carried thither
all they could conceal from the {fearch of the Com-
pany’s agents, and exchanged their beaver for En-
glilh cloth and India callico. Thus did France, by
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the abufe of an inftitution which fhe was by no meanss o o
‘obliged to maintain, deprive herfelf of the double ad- XVt
vantage of furnithing materials to fome of her own

manufactures, and of fecuring a market for the pro-
duce of others. She was equally ignorant of the fa-
cility of eftablithing a whale fithery in Canada.

The chief fources of this fithery are Davis’s Straits
and Greenland. Fifty fhips come every year into the
former of thefe latitudes, and a hundred and fifty in-
to the latter. The Dutch are concerned in more
than three-fourths of them. The reft are fitted out
from Bremen, Hamburgh, and England. It is com-
puted that the whole expence of fitting out 200 fhips
of 350 tons burden, upon an average, muft amount to
10,000,000 of livres [416,666]. 13s. 4d.]. The ufual
produce of each is rated at 80,000 livres [3333l. 6s.
8d.], and confequently the whole amount of the fith-
éry cannot be lefs than 3,200,000 livres (2355333l
6s. 8d.]. If we dedu@ from this the profits of the
feamen who are employed in thefe hard and dange-
fous voyages, very little remains for the merchants con.

~ cerned in this trade.

Thefe circumftances have by degrees difgufted the
Bifcayans of a trade, in which they were the firft ad-
venturers. - Other Frenchmen have not been induced
to take it up, infomuch that the whale fithery has been
totally abandoned by that nation, which of all others
confumed the greateft quantity of blubber, whale-bone,
and fpermaceti. ~

It was an eafy matter to take it up again in the
gulf of St. Lawrence, and even at the mouth of the
Saguenay, which is clofe to the excellent port of Ta-
douffac. It is even affirmed, that it hath been tried

o0 the firt arrival of the French in Canada, and that
It hath been interrupted for no other reafon than be-
caufe the profits of the fur-trade were more ealy and
more rapid, It is, however, certain, that the fithery
10 the river St. Lawrence would have been attended
With lefs danger and lefs expence, than at Davis’s
Maits or Greenland. It hath ever been the fate of
R jj
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5 0 o xthis colony, that the beft {chemes with regard to it

XVI.
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have not been purfued with perfeverance; and that
in particular the government have never done any
thing for the encouragement of the whale fifhery,
which might have proved an excellent nurfery for
feamen, and given to France a new branch of com.-
merce.

The fame indifference hath been carried fill further,
The cod filh frequent particularly the river St. Law-
rence, as high up as at the diftance of fourfcore leagues
from the fea. They may be caught as they pafs over
this vat fpace. It would, however, be-advantageous

" to eftablifh a fettled filhery at the harbour of Mont

Difficul-
1 o \-h) 1 b .
Foonee had prefented fome obftacles to the efforts of policy.

¥rance had

Louis, fituated at the mouth of a pleafant river, which
can receive veflels of one hundred tons burden, and
which fhelters them from every kind of danger. The
fith is more plentiful there than any where elfe. Every
convenience required for drying the fith is found up-
on the fhores; and the neighbouring lands are very
proper for pafture- grounds or culture. Every circum-
flance induces us to believe that a colony would pro-
{per in that fituation. This was the opinion in £697;
and an affociation was formed at this period to begin
+his underfaking, by the attention of Riverin, an ac-
tive and intelligent man. Numberlefs obftacles oc-
cafioned the failure of this project, which hath been
fince refamed, but very carelefsly executed. This was
a great misfortune for Canada, which, had it been re-
markable for any fuccels of this kind, would thereby
have greatly extended its conne@ions with Europe and
with the Weft Indies. X e
Every circumitance, therefore, confpired to pro-
mote the profperity of the fettlements in Canada, if
they had been aflifted by the men who feemed to be
molt interefted in them. But whence could proceed
that inconceivable want of induftry, which fuffered
them to remain in the fame wretched ftate they wert

in at firft?

Lt mult be confefled, that the nature of the clir{i?ﬁﬁ
€
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rver St. Lawrence is frozen up for fix months in thes 0 0 K
year. At other times it is not navigable by night, on ML
account of thick fogs, rapid currents, fand-banks, and ;o over.-
concealed rocks, which make it even dangerous by 30*?10&9“”
. . ¢ der to de-
day-light.  From Quebec to Montreal, the river isive advan-
only pra&icable for veflels of three hundred tons bur- g frem
. : anada.
den, and even thefe are frequently impeded by terrible ;
winds, which derain them a fortnight or three weeks
in this fhort paffage. From Montreal to the Lake
Ontario, traders meet with no lefs than fix water-falls,
which oblige them to unload their canoes, and to
convey them and their lading a confiderable way by
land. ; i :
Far from encouraging men to furmount the difficul-
ties of nature, a mifinformed government planned
none but ruinous {chemes. To gain the advantage
over the Englith in the fur-trade, they erected three
_and thirty forts, at a great diftance from each other.
The building and victualling of them diverted the Ca-
nadians from the only labours that ought to have en-
grofled their attention. This error engaged them in
an arduous and perilous track. ,
+ It was not without fome uneafinefs that the Indians
faw the formation of thefe fettlements, which might
endanger their liberty. Their fufpicions induced them
to take up arms, fo that the colony was feldom free
from war. Neceflity made all the Canadians foldiers.
Their manly and military education rendered them
hardy from their youth, and fearlefs of danger. Be-
fore they had arrived to the age of manhood, they
would traverfe a vaft continent in the fummer-time in
canoes, and in winter on foot, through ice and fnow.
Having nothing but their gun to procure {ubfiftence
with, they were in continual danger of flarving; but
they were under no apprehenfion, not even of falling
into the hands of the favages, who had exerted all the
efforts of their imagination in inventing tortures for
their enemies, far worfe than death. '
The fedentary arts of peace, and the conftant la-
bours of agriculture, could have no attradion for men X
R 1) ;
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B 0 0 kaccultomed to an acive but wandering life. The
XVI. court, which form no idea of the {weets or the utility
of rural life, increafed the averfion which the Canadi-

ans had conceived for it, by beftowing all their fa-

vours and honours upon military exploits alone. The
diftin&ion that was chiefly lavifhed was that of nobi-

lity, which was attended with the moft fatal confe-
quences. It not only plunged the Canadians in idle-
nefs, but alfo infpired them with an unconquerable
paffion for every thing that was fplendid. Profits

which ought to have been kept facred for the improve-
ment of the lands were laid out in ornament, and a
real poverty was concealed under the trappings of de-

ftructive luxury. X

 Origin of  Such was the ftate of the colony in 1447, when La
perween  Galiffoniere was appointed governor. He was a man

the Bnglilh poffefled of very extenfive knowledge, active and refo-
French in - lute, and of a courage the more fteady, as it was the
Canada.  effe@ of reafon. The Englith wanted to extend the
limits of Nova Scotia, or Acadia, as far as the fouth
fide of the river St. Lawrence. He thought this an
unjuft claim, and was determined to confine "them
within the peninfula, which he apprehended to be the
boundary fettled even by treaties. Their-ambition of
: encroaching on the inland parts, particularly towards
‘];. o the Ohio, or Fair River, he likewife thought unrea-
| fonable.. He was of opinion that the Apalachian
mountains ought to be the limits of their poffeflions,
and was fully determined they fhould not pafs them.
His fucceflor, who was appointed while he was pre-
paring the means of accomplifhing this vaft defign, en-
tered into his views with all the warmth they deferyed.
Numbers of forts were immediately ereCted on all fides,
to fupport the {yftem which the court had adopted,
perhaps without forefeeing, or, at leaft, without fuffi-
ciently attending to the confequences. ‘
At this period began thofe hoftilities between the
Englith and the French in North America, which
were rather countenanced than openly avowed by the
refpe@iive mother-countries. This clandeftine mode
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of carrying on the war was perfedly agreeable to thes o o x
miniftry at Verfailles, as it afforded an opportunity of XVE
recovering by degrees, and without expofing their
weaknefs, what they had loft by treaties, at a time
when the enemy had impofed their own terms. Thefe
repeated checks at laft opened the eyes of Great Bri-
tain, and difclofed the political defigns of her rival.
George II. thought that a clandeftine war was incon-
fiftent with the fuperiority of his maritime forces. His
fhips were ordered to attack thofe of the French in all
parts of the world. The Englith accordingly took or
 difperfed all the French fhips they met with, and in

1758 fteered towards Cape-Breton. _ ;

This ifland, the kéy of Canada, had already beenl Conquettof
attacked in 1745; and the event is of fo fingular a ﬁﬁff,‘f{g;
nature, that it deferves a particular detail. 'The plan Englifh.
of this firft invafion was laid at Bofton, and New Eng-
land bore the expence of it. A merchant, named
Pepperel, who had excited, encouraged, and directed
the enthufiafm of the colony, was intrufted with the
command of an army of 60co men, which had been
levied for this expedition.
~ Though thefe forces, convoyed by a fguadron from
Jamaica, brought the firft news to Cape-Breton of the
danger that threatened it ; though the advantage of a
furprife would have fecured the landing without op-
pofition ; though they had but 600 regular troops to
encounter, and 300 inhabitants haftily armed, the fuc-
cefs of the undertaking was ftill precarious. What .
great exploits, indeed, could be expeted from a mi- ;
litia fuddenly affembled, who had never feen a fiege
or faced an enemy, and were to ac under the direc-
tion of fea-officers only? = Thefe unexperienced troops
flood in need of the affiftance of fome fortunate inci-
dent, which they were indeed favoured with in a fin-
gular manner.

The conftru@ion and repairs of the fortifications
had always been left to the care of the garrifon of
Louifhourg. The foldiers were eager of being em-
ployed in thefe works, which they confidered as con-

R iiij




HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

8 o0 o k ducive to their {afety, and as the means of procuring

them a comfortable {ubfiftence. When they found
that thofe who were to have paid them appropriated
to themfelves the profit of their labours, they demand-
ed juftice. It was denied them ; and they determined
to affert their right. As thefe depredations had been
fhared between the chief perfons of the colony and
the {ubaltern officers, the foldiers could obtain no re-
drefs. Their indignation againft thefe rapacious ex-
tortioners rofe to fuch a height, that they defpifed all
authority. They had lived in open rebellion for fix
months, when the Englifh appeared before the place.

This was the time to conciliate the minds of both
parties, and to unite in the common caufe. The {ol-
diers made the firft advances ; but their commanders
miftrufted a generofity of which they themfelves were
incapable. Had thefe mean oppreflors conceived it
poflible that the foldiers could have entertained fuch
elevated notions as to facrifice their own refentment
to the good of their country, they would have taken
advantage of this difpofition, and have fallen upon the
enemy while they were forming their camp, and be-
ginning to open their trenches. Befiegers, unacquaint-
ed with the. principles of the art of war, would have
been difconcerted by regular and vigorous attacks.
The firit checks might have been fufficient to difcou-
rage them, and to make them relinquith the under-
taking. But it was firmly believed that the foldiers
‘were only defirous of f{allying out, that they might
have an opportunity of deferting ; and their own offi-
cers kept them in a manner prifoners, till a defence fo
ill managed had reduced them to the neceflity of ca-
pitulating. The whole 1fland fhared the fate of Louif-
bourg, its only bulwark. ;

This valuable poffeffion, reftored to France by the
treaty of Aix la Chapelle, was again attacked by the
¥nglith in 1;53. On the 2d of June, a fleet of twenty-
three thips o: the line and eighteen frigates, cariying
16,020 well-difciplined troops, anchored in Gabarus
bay, within haif a league of Louifbourg. As it was
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evident that it would be to no purpofe toland atas 0 o k

greater diftance, becaufe it would be impoflible to
pring up the artillery and other neceflaries for a confi-
derable fiege, it had been attempted to render/ the
landing impracticable near the town. In the prudent
precautions that had been taken, the befiegers faw the
dangers and difficulties they bad to expe¢t; but far
from being deterred by them, they had recourfe to
firatagem ; and while by extending their line they
threatened and commanded the whole coaft, they land-
ed by force of arms at the creck of Cormoran.

This place was naturally weak. The French had
fortified it with a good parapet planted with cannon.
Behind this rampart they had pofted 2000 excellent
foldiers, and fome Indians. In front they had made
fuch a clofe hedge with branches ot trees,: that would
have been very difficult to penetrate, even'if it had
not been defended. This kind of pallifade, which con-
cealed all the preparations for defence, appeared at a
diftance to be nothing more than a verdant plain.

This would have preferved the colony, had the af-
failants been fuffered to complete their landing, and to
advance, with the confidence that they had but few
obftacles to furmount. Had this been the cale, over-
powered at once by the fire of the artillery and the
imall arms, they would infallibly have perifhed on the
fhore, or in the huiry of embarking, efpecially as the
fea was juft then very rough. This unexpected lofs
might have interrupted the whole project.

But all the prudent precautions that had been ta- |

ken, were rendered abortive by the impetuofity of the
Iiench. The Englith had fcarce begun to move to-
wards the (hore, when their enemies haftened to difco-
Vet the fnare they had laid for them. "By the britk
and hafty fire that was aimed at their boats, and ftill
mote by the premature removal of the boughs that
mafked the forces, which it was fo much the intereft
of the French to conceal, they guefled at the danger
| they were going to ruthinto. They immediately turn-

‘back, and faw no other place to effect their landing

XVI
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B :?v? K upon but a rock, which had been always deemed ii.

acceflible. General Wolfe, though much taken up
in reimbarking his troops, and {ending off' the boats,
gave the fignal to Major Scot to repair thither.

‘The officer immediately removed to the {pot with
his men. His own boat coming up firft, and finking
at the very inftant he was {tepping out, he climbed up
the rock alone. He was in hopes of meeting with a
hundred of his men, who had been {ent thither fome
hours before. He found only ten. With thefe few,
however, he gained the fummit of the rock. Ten In-
dians and fixty Frenchmen killed two of his men, and
mortally wounded three. 1In fpite of his weaknefs, he
ftood his ground under cover of a thicket, till his brave
countrymen, regardlefs of the boifterous waves and
the fire of the cannon, came up to him, and put him
in full poffeflion of that important poft, the only one
that could fecure their landing.

The French, as foon as they faw that the enemy
had got a firm footing on land, betook themfelves to
the only remaining refuge, and fhut themielves up in

. Louifbourg. The fortifications were in a bad condi-

tion, becaufe the fea-fand, which they had been obli-
ged to ufe, is by no means fit for works of mafonry.
The revetements of the feveral curtains were entirely
crumbled away. There was only one cafement, and
a {fmall magazine, that were bomb-proof. The garri-
fon which was to defend the place confifted only of
2000 men.

" Notwithftanding all thefe difadvantages, the be-
fieged were determined to make an obitinate refift-
ance. While they were employed in defending them-
felves with fo much firmnefs, the fuccours they ex-
pected from Canada might poffibly arrive. At all
events, this refiftance might be the means of preferv-
ing that great colony from all further invafion for the
remainder of the campaign. It is {carce credible that
the French were confirmed in their refolution by the
courage of a woman. Madame de Drucourt was coll-
tinually upon the ramparts, with her purfe in her
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nand ; and firing herfelf three guns every day, feemed B 0 0 k
1o difpute with the governor, her hufband, the glory XV |
of his office. The befieged were not difmayed at the

ill fuccefs of their feveral fallies, or the mafterly opera-

tions concerted by Admiral Bofcawen and General
Amher&. It was but at the eve of an affault, which it

was impoflible -to fuftain, that they talked of furren-

dering. They made an honourable capitulation; and

the conqueror thowed more refpect for his enemy and

for himfelf, than to fully his glory by any aét of bar-

barity ot avarice. :

The conqueft of Cape-Breton opened the way into The En-
Canada. The very next year the feat of war was re- §ih attack
moved thither, or rather the fcenes of bloodfhed which They at
had long been acted over that immenfe country were it &pe-

rience great

multiplied. - The caufe of thefe proceedings was this: misfortunes
‘The French, fettled in thofe parts, had carried their 5o, ¢

ambitious views towards the north, where the fineft them.
furs were to be had, and in the greateft plenty. When
this vein of wealth was exhaufted, or yielded lefs than
itdid at firfk, their trade turned fouthward, where they
difcovered the Ohio, to which they gave the name of
the Fair River. It laid open the natural communica-
tion between Canada and Louifiana. = For though the
fhips that {ail up the river St. Lawrence go no further

~ than Quebec, the navigation is carried on in barges to
like Ontario, which is only parted from lake Erie by
4 neck of land, where the French, upon their firft
fettling, built Fort.Niggara. 1tis on this {pot, in the
neighbourhood of ‘lake Erie, that the fource of the ri-
ver Ohio is found, which waters the fineft country in
the world, and being increafed by the many rivers that
fll into it, difcharges itfelf into the Mifliffippi.
- The French, however, made no ufe of this magnifi-
eat canal. - The trifling intercourfe that {ubfifted be-
tieen the two colonies was always carried on by the
lorthern: regions, The new way, which was much
fhorter and eafier than the old, firft began to be fre-
quented by a body of troops that were fent over to
Canada in 1439, to aflift the colony of Louifiana, then
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8 0 0 kengaged in an open war with the Indians, After thig
_XVL expedition, the fouthern road ‘'was again forgotten, and

was never thought of till the year 1753. At that pe.
riod, feveral {mall forts were ereéted along the Ohio,
the courfe of which had been traced for four years paf,
The moft confiderable of thefe forts tock its name trom
the governor Duquefne who had built it.

The Englifh colonies could not fee without concern
French fettlements raifed behind them, which joined
to the old ones, and feemed to furround them. They
were apprehenfive, left the Apalachian mountains,
which were to form the natural boundaries between
both nations, fhould not prove a fufficient barrier
againft the attempts of a reftlefs and warlike neigh-
bour. Urged by this motive, they themielves pafled
thefe famous mountains. to difpute the pofieflion of
the Ohio with the rival nation. This firft ftep proved
unfuccefsful. 'The feveral parties that were fucceffive-
ly fent out were routed, and the forts were demolifhed
as faft as they were built. -

To put an end to thefe national affronts, and re-
venge the difgrace they reflected on the mother-coun-
try, a large body of troops was fent over, under the
command of General Braddock. 1In the fummer of
1755, as this general was marching to attack Fort
Duquefne with 36 pieces of cannon and 6oco men, he
was furprifed, within four leagues of the place. by 250
Frenchmen and 650 Indians, and all his army cutto
pieces. This unaccountabledifufter put a ftop to the
march of three numerous bodies that:were advancing
to fall upon-Canada. The terror occafioned by this
accident made them haften back to their quarters; and
in the next campaign all their motions were guided by
the moft timorous caution.

The French were emboldened by this perplexity,
and though very much interior to the Englifh, ventur-
ed to appear before Ofwegq in Auguft 1756. It was
originally a fortified magazine at the mouth of the -
‘ver Onondago on the lake Ontario. It ftood nearly i
the centre of Canada, in {o advantageous a fituation,
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¢hat many works had from time to time been erefted 8 0 0 K

there, which had rendered it one of the moft capital XVl

pofts in thofe parts. It was garrifoned by rgoo e S

with 121 pieces of cannon, and great plenty of ftores

ofall kinds. Though'fo well provided, it furrendered

i a few days to the impetuous and bold attacks of
oco men who were laying fiege to 1t.

In Auguft 1757, 5500 French and 1800 Indians

. marched up to Fort George, fituated on lake Sacra-

ment, which was juftly confidered as the bulwark of

the Englith {ettlements, and the rendezvous of all the
forces deftined againft Canada. Nature and art had
~ confpired to block up the roads leading to that place,
and to make all accefs impracticable. Thele advan-
tages were further flrengthened by {feveral bodies of
troops, placed at proper diftances in the beft pofitions.

Vet thefe obftacles were furmounted with fuch pru-
dence and intrepidity, as would have been memorable
in hiftory, had the fcene of action lain in a more di-
flinguithed fpot. - The French, after killing or difper{-
ing all the {mall parties they met with, arrived before
the place, and forced the garrifon, confifting of 2264
men, to capitulate.

This fre(h difafter roufed the Englith. Their gene-
nls applied themfelves during the winter to the train-
ing up of their men, and bringing the feveral troops
under a proper difcipline. They made them exercife
in the woods, in fighting after the Indian manner. In

 the fpring, the army, confifting of 6300 regulars, and

- 13,000 militia belonging to the colonies, aflembled on
the ruins of Fort George. They embarked on lake

' Sacrament, which parted the colonies of both nations,
and marched up to Carillon, which was only at the
diftance of cne league.

" That fort, which had been but lately erected on
the breaking out of the war, to cover Canada, was
not of fufficient extent to withftand the forces that

~ were marching againft it. Intrenchments were form-
ed haftily ‘under the cannon of the fort, with ftems of

 frees heaped up one upon another; and large trees
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B 0 0 Kk were laid in front, the branches of which being cut

XVL " and fharpened, anfwered the purpofe of chevaux.de.

= fiife. The colours were planted on the top of the
ramparts, behind which lay 3500 men. .

The Englith were not difmayed at thefe formidable
appearances, being fully determined to remove the
difgrace of their former mifcarriages in a country
where the profperity of their trade depended on the
fuccefs of their arms. On the 8th of July 1758, they
rufhed upon thefe pallifades with the moft extravagant
fury. Neither were they difconcerted by the French
firing upon them from the top of the parapet, while
they were unable to defend themfelves. They fell
upon the fharp fpikes, and were entangled among the
ftumps and boughs through which their eagernefs had
made them rufh. All thefe loffes ferved but to increafe
their impetuous rage, which continued upwards of four
hours, and coft them above four thoufand of their brave
men before they would give up this rafh and defperate

il - undertaking. ‘ : :

They were equally unfuccefsful in fmaller a@ions.
They did not attack one poft without meeting with a
repulfe. Every party they fent out was beaten, and
every convoy intercepted. The feverity of the win-
ter might have been fuppofed to fecure them; but
even in this rigorous feafon the Indians and Canadians
carried fire and {word to the frontiers, and into the
very centre of the Englifh colonies.

All thefe difafters were owing to a falfe principle of
government. The court of Lendon had always enter-
tamed a notion that the {uperiority of their navy was
alone fufficient to affert their dominion in America, as
it afforded a ready conveyance for fuccours, and could
eafily intercept the enemy’s forces.

Though experience had fhown the fallacy of this

* idea, the miniftry did not even endeavour, by a pro-
per choice of generals, to reify the fatal effects it had
produced. Almoft all thofe who were employed in
this fervice were deficient in point of abilities and adli-
vity.
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The armies were not likely to make amends for thes o o x
defe@s of their commanders. The troops, indeed, *VI
were not wanting in that daring {pirit and invincible
courage which is the characteriftic of the Englifh {ol-
diers, arifing from the climate, and ftill more from the -
nature of their government ; but thefe national qua-
lities were counterbalanced or extinguifhed by the

_ hardfhips they underwent, in'a country deftitute of all
the conveniencies that Europe affords. As to the mi-
litia of the colonies, it was compofed of peaceable huf-
bandmen, who were not, like moft of the French co-
Jonifts, inured to flaughter by a habit of hunting, and
by military ardour.

To thefe difadvantages, arifing from the nature of
things, were added others altogether owing to mifcon-
du@. The pofts erected for the fafety of the feveral
Englifh fettlements were not fo contrived as to fup-
port and affift each other. The provinces having all
feparate interefts, and not being united under the au-

thority of one head, did not concur in thofe joint ef-

forts for the good of the whole, and that unanimity of
fentiments, which alone can infure the fuccefs of their
meafures. The feafon of action was wafted in vain
altercations between the governors and the colonifts.
Eyery plan of operation that met with oppofition from
any fet of men was dropped. 1If any one was agreed
upon, it was certainly made public before the execu-
tion, and by that means rendered abortive. To this
may be added, the irreconcileable hatred {ubfifting be-
tween them and the Indians.

Thele nations had always thown a vifible partiality
for the French, in return for their kindnefs in fending
them miflionaries, whom they confidered rather as
ambaflfadors from the prince, than as fent from God.
Thefe miffionaries, by ftudying the language of the
favages, conforming to their temper and inclinations,
and putting in praclice every attention to gain their

- confidence, had acquired an abfolute dominion over
their minds. The French colonifts, far from commu-
Nicating to them the European manners, had adopted

2
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B 0 0 kthofe of the favages they lived with : their indolencé

in time of peace, their activity in war, and their cop.
ftant fondnefs for a wandering life. Several officers
of diftin&ion had even been incorporated with them,
The hatred and jealoufly of the Englifh has traduced
them on this account ; and they have not fcrupled to
affert, that thefe generous men had given money for
the fkulls of their enemies ; that they joined in the
horrid dances that accompany the execution of their
prifoners, imitated their craelties, and partook of their
barbarous feftivals. But thefe enormities would be
better adapted to people who have {ubftituted nation.
al to religious fanaticifim, and are more inclined to
hate other nations, than to love their own govern-
ment, ;

The firong attachment of the Indians to the French
was produdlive of the moft inveterate hatred againft
the Englith. Of all the European favages, thefe were,
in their opinion, the hardeft to tame. Their averfion
foon rofe to madnefs ; and they even thirfted for En-
glifh blood, when they found that a reward was offer-
ed for their deftrution, and that they were to be ex-
pelled their native land by foreign aflaflins. The fame
hands which had enriched the Englifh colony with
their furs, now took up the hatchet to deftroy it. The
Indians purfued the Englifh with as much eagernefs as
they did the wild beafts. Glory was no longer their
aim in battle, their only objeét was flaughter. They
deftfoyed armies which the French only wifhed to fub-
due. Their fury rofe to fuch a height, that an Englifh
 ‘prifoner having been conducled into a lonely habita-

‘tion, the woman immediately cut off his arm, and
made her family drink the blood that ran from it. A
Jefuit miffionary reproaching her ‘with the atrocioul-
nefs of the action, her anfwer was, My children muft be
warriors, and therefore muft be fed with the blood of their
enemies. f

Such was the fituation of affairs, when an Englib
fleet, confifting of three hundred fail, and commanded
by admiral Saunders, entered the river St. Lawrence

4
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 at the end of June 1759. On a dark night, and with s o o x
a very favourable wind, eight fire-thips were fent out  XVI.

to defiroy it." Not a'fhip nor a man could have e-
feaped, if the operation had been'carried on with that
degree of {kill, coolnefs, and courage, which it requir- b
ed. ~But thofe who had undertaken it were perhaps
deficient in every one of thefe qualities, or at leaft did
not unite them all. ~ Impatient to {fecure their return
to land; they fet fire to the fhips under their manage-
ment a great deal too foon, and the enemy being warn-
ed by this of the danger that threatened them, efcaped .
it by their aQtivity and boldnefs, at the expence only
of two fmall veflels. ' :

‘While the 'naval forces had fo fortunately efcaped
being deftroyed, the army, confifting of ten thoufand
‘men, was attacking Levy Point, drove away the French
- troops which were intrenched there, ere@ed their own
batteries, and bombarded Quebec with the gteateft
fuccefs.  This town, though fituated on the oppofite
fhore of the river, was neverthelefs at no greater di-
ftance from it than fix hundred toifes.

. But thefe difadvantages did not lead to the defign
which the Englith had in view. Their intention was
to become mafters of the capital of the colony ; and
the coaft by which they muft have reached it was fo
well defended by redoubts, batteries, and troops, that
it feemed inacceffible.: The enemy were more and
- more confirmed in this opinion after they had attempt-
ed the fall of Montmorency, where they loft fifteen
hundred men, and ‘where they might eafily have loft
all the men they had imprudently landed there.

In the mean time the feafon was advancing. Gene-
1al Amherft, who was to have caufed a diverfion to-
wards the lake, did not make his appearance ; and
every hope was even given up of forcing the French
I their pofts. A general difcouragement was begin-
hing to prevail, when Mr. Murray propofed to go
With the army and part of the fleet two miles above
- the town, and to feize upon the heights of Abraham,
Which the French had negletted to guard, becaufe

Yl . S
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o K they thought them fufficiently defended by the very
VL. fieep rocks which furrounded them. This brilliant

and fortunate idea was eagerly adopted. On the 13th
of December, five thoufand Englith landed at the foot -
of the heights before day-break, and without being
perceived. = They clambered up without lofing any
time, and formed the line of battle on the top of them,
when at nine o’clock they were attacked by two thou-
fand foldiers, five thoufand Canadians, and five hun-
dred favages. The action began, and proved favour-
able to the Englifh, who at the beginning: of it had
loft the intrepid Wolfe, their general, but did not lofe
their confidence and refolution.

This was gaining a confiderable advantage, but it
might not have been decifive. The troops that were
poited within a few leagues of the field of battle might
have been collected in twelve hours, to join the van-
quifhed army, and march up to the conqueror with.
a fuperior force. This was the opinion ‘of General
Montcalm, who being mortally wounded in the re-
treat, had time enough before he expired to confult
the fafety of his men, and to encourage them to repair
their difafter. ‘This generous motion was over-ruled:
by the council of war. The army removed ten leagues
off.  The chevalier de Levy, who had haftened from
his poft to fucceed Montcalm, cenfured this want of
courage. The French were athamed of it, wifhed to
recal it, and make another attempt for viGtory, but it
was too late. Quebec, though three parts deftroyed,
had capitulated too precipitately on the 17th.

All Europe thought that the taking of this place
had put an end to the great conteft in North Ameri-
ca. They never imagined that a handful of French-
men, in want of every thing, who feemed to be in 2
defperate condition, would dare to think of protradt-
ing their inevitable fate. They did not know what
thefe people were capable of doing. They haftily
completed fome intrenchments that had been begun
ten leagues above Quebec. There they left troops
{ufficient to ftop the progrefs of the enemy; and pro-
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ceeded to Montreal, to concert meafures to retrieves o o
their difgrace. o

It was there agreed, that in the fpring they fhould ™
march with an armed force againft Quebec, to retake
it by furprife, or, if that fhould fail, to befiege it in
form.. They had nothing in readinefs for that pur-
- pole; but the plan was fo concerted, that they fhould
enter upon the undertaking juft at the inftant when
the fuccours expected from France muft neceffarily
arrive. ;

Though the colony had long been in want of every
thing, the preparations were already made, when the
ice, which covered the whole river, began to give way
towards the middle, and opened a fmall canal. They
dragged fome boats over the ice,'and put them into
the water. The army, confifting of citizens and fol-
diers, who made but one body, and were animated
with one foul, fell down this fiream, with inconceiv-
able ardour, as early as the 20th of April 1760. The
Englifh thought they ftill lay quiet in their winter
quarters. ~The army, already landed, came up with
an advanced guard of 1500 men, pofted three leagues
from Quebec. This party was juft upon the point of
being cut to pieces, had it not been for one of thofe
unaccountable incidents which no human prudence
can forefee.

A gunner, attempting to ftep out of his boat, had
fallen into the water. He caught hold of a flake of
ice, climbed up upon it, and was carried down the
ftream. ~As he paffed by Quebec, clofe to the fhore,
he was feen by a centinel, who, obferving a man in
diftrefs, called out for help. The Englith flew to his
affiftance, and found him motionlefs. They knew him
by his uniform to be a French foldier, and carried him
to the governor’s houfe, where, by the help of {piritu-
ous liquors, they recalled him to life for a moment.
He juft recovered his fpeech enough to tell them that
an army of 10,000 French was at the gates, and ex-
pired. The governor immediately difpatched orders
to the advanced guard to retire Withé_q the walls with

S ij
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B 0 0 kall expedition. Notwithftanding their precipitate re.
XVI. . . :
ol treat, the French had time to attack their rear. A
few moments later, they would have been defeated,

and the city retaken.

The affailants, however, marched on with an intre-
pidity which indicated that they expected every thing
from their valour, and thought no more of a furprife.
"They were within a league of the town, when they
“were met by a body of 4000 men, who were fent out
to intercept them. The onfet was fharp, and the re-
fiftance obftinate. The Englith were driven back
within their walls, leaving 1800 of their braveft men
upon the {pot, and their artillery in the enemy’s hands.

The trenches were immediately opened before Que-
bec ; but as the French had none but field-pieces, as
10 fuccours came from France, and as a ftrong Englith
fquadron was coming up the river, they were obliged
to raife the fiege on the 16th of May, and to' retreat
from poft to poft till they arrived at Montreal. Thefe
troops, which were not very numerous at firlt, were
now exceedingly reduced by frequent {kirmifhes and
continual fatigues, were in want both of ‘provifions

“and warlike ftores, and found themfelves enclofed in
an open place’; being furrounded by three formidable
armies, one of which was come down, and another up
the river, while the third had paffed over lake Cham-
plain. Thefe miferable remains of a body of feven
thoufand men, who had never been recruited, and had
fo much fignalized themfelves with the help of a few
militia and Indians, were at laft forced to capitulate
for the whole colony. The congueflt was confirmed
by the treaty of peace, when this country was added
to the pofleffions of the Englifh in North America.

tath the  How confined are the views of politics! The En-
Scpition ol confidered this acquifition as the ultimate period of
ada . X
S enaivan- their grandeur, and the French miniftry were not more
. ugeousor eplightened than the Britifh council.” On one hand
prejudicial 3 s
toBngland? every thing was thought to be won by this conqueft;
: on the other, every thing was thought to be loft by
o facrifice which was to bring on the ruin of an irre-




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.,

I
concileable enemy. Suchis the neceflary concatena-z 0 o x

tion of the events which inceflantly change the in-

terefts of empires, that it hath often happened, and

will frequently happen hereafter, that the moft pro-
found {peculations, and the meafures apparently the
moft prudent, have been, aand will fill be erroneous.
The advantage of the moment is the only thing con-
fidered, in circumftances where nothing is fo common
‘as to {ee good {pring from evil, and evil arife from
good. If it be true of fome individuals, that they

have for a long time wifhed for what has proved their

misfortune 3 it is ftill more true of fovereigns. The
caprices of fortune, which are fo apt to fport with the
prudence of man, are never taken into the calculation,
and indeed there is no occafion for it, when fome un-
fortunate cafualty is concealed in a diftant and ob-

fcure futurity ; when it is almoft devoid of probabili-

ty, and when, fuppofing it fhould happen, total ruin
will not be the confequence. But the peaple will be
governed by a mad miniftry, when, without confider-
ing the tranquillity and the fafety of the flate, they
thall think of nothing but its aggrandizement : when,
without confidering whether a miferable little ifland
will not occafion cares and expences which cannot be
compenfated by any advantage, they will fuffer them-
{elves to be dazzled with the frivolous glory of hav-
ing added it to the national dominion : when, by re«
fuling to make reftitutions that were agreed upon,
they fhall cement between the ufurping power and
that which is injured, a hatred which will, fooner or
later, be followed by the effufion of blood, upon the
‘fea and upon the continent : when, for the preferva-
tion of a few places, it fhall be neceffary to keep a
number of foldiers thut up, who will grow degenerate
by a long continuance in idlenefs : when lafting jea-
loufies fhall be excited, or pretenfions encouraged,
which are ever ready to be renewed, and to engage

two nations in war with each other: when it fhall be

forgotten, that a mnation fettled between one empire
and another, is fometimes the beft barrier that can bg
S.iij
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8 0 o kinterpofed betwen them ; and that it is imprudent and

XVL._ dangerous to acquire, by the extiniion of the inter-

= mediate nation, an ambitious, turbulent, warlike, and

powerful neighbour : when it fhall be forgotten, that

every domain, feparated from a ftate by a vaft interval,

is precarious, expenfive, ill-defended, and ill-govern-

ed; that it will be, beyond any kind of doubt, a

real misfortune for two nations to have any pofleflion

on one fide and on the other of a river which ferves

as their boundary : that to renounce a country claim-

ed byMeveral powers, is commonly to {pare fuperflu-

ous expences, alarms, and contefts ; and that to cede

it to one of thofe who were defirous of obtaining it,

is the only way to throw the fame calamities upon

them : in a word, when it {hall be forgotten that a fo-

vereign, who is really a man of genius, will perhaps

difplay it lefs in availing himfelf of the real advanta-

ges of his country, than in giving up to rival nations

deceitful advantages, the fatal confequences of which

they can only be fenfible of in procefs of time ; this

is a kind of fnare which the rage of extending their
dominions will ever conceal from them.

h

BOOK XVII.

Englifb Colonies [ettled at Hudfon's Bay, Canada; the
Hfland of St. Fobn, Newfoundland, Nova-Seotia, New-
England, New-York, and New- Jerfey.

BOO KTHE defire of penetrating into futurity hath been
XVIL  the paflion of all ages. The entrails of animals, and
Fictt cxpe- the blood of viétims, hath appeared to {ome people an
f];imé’;;fml infallible mode of difcovering the deftiny of empires.
in North  Others have placed the {cience of divination in dreams,
America:  which they have chofen to confider as the moft cer-
tain interpreters of the will of Heaven. Whole na-

tions have pretended to compel fate to reveal itfelf by

the flight of birds, and other prefages equally frivolous.

But, the confulting of the ftars hath been the moft fa-




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 279

yourite of thefe modes of auguration. Men haves oo &
thought, that in thefe they beheld, marked out in cha- XVI-
racters not to be effaced, the revolutions, more or lefsim- -
ortant, which were to agitate the globe. Thefe reve-
ries had not fubdued the minds of the vulgar only, they
acquired an equal afcendant over men of the firft genius.

Since found philofophy hath deftroyed thefe chi-
meras, mankind have {plit upon another rock. A {pi-
rit of prefumption, too prevalent, hath induced men
to believe, that nothing was more feafible than to de-
termine, by combinations fettled without much diffi-
culty, what was to happen in politics. = Undoubtedly,
it was poflible for perfons of attention and refletion
to forefee fome events ; but how many miftakes will
not happen to one fortunate conjecture !

The Britifh iflands have been drenched in blood.
Numberlefs factions and fects have deftroyed each
other there, with a degree of obftinacy, the fatal ex-
ample of which hath rarely been difplayed in the de-.
plorable annals of the world. = 'Who could have con-
jectured, that the profperity of North America would
have arifen from {o many calamities?

England was only known in America by her pi-
racies, which were often fuccefsful, and always bold,
when Sir Walter Raleigh conceived the project to
procure his nation a fhare of the prodigious riches,
which, for near a century paft, had flowed from that
hemifphere into ours. This great man, who was born
for bold undertakings, caft his eye on the eaftern coaft
of North America. The talent he had, of bringing
men over to his opinion, by reprefenting all his pro-
pofals in a ftriking light, foon procured him affociates,
‘both at court and among the merchants. The com-
pany that was formed in confequence of his magnifi-
cent promifes, obtained of government, in 1584, the
abfolute difpofal of all the difcoveries that thould be
made ; and without any further encouragement, they

. fitted out two fhips in April following, that anchored

_ in' Roanoak bay, which now makes a part of Carolina.

Their commanders, worthy of the truft repofed in
S il
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B 0 o kthem, behaved with remarkableaffability in a country
XVIL  where they wanted to fettle their nation, and left the
" favages at liberty to make their own terms in the trade

they propofed to open with them.

The reports made by thefe fuccefsful navigators, on
their return to Europe, concerning the temperature of
the climate, the fertility of ‘the foil, and the difpofi-
tion of the inhabitants, encouraged the fociety to pro-
ceed. ~ They accordingly fent {even fhips the follow-
ing fpring, which landed a hundred and eight free
men at Roanoak, for the purpofe of commencing a fet-
tlement. Part of them were murdered by the fava-
ges, whom they had infulted, and the reft, having
been fo improvident as to neglect the culture of the
land, were perifhing with mifery and hunger, when a
deliverer came to. their relief. .

This was Sir Francis Drake, {o famous.among fea-
men for being the ‘next after. Magellan who failed
round the globe. The abilities he had fhown in that
great expedition, induced Queen Elizabeth to make
choice of him to humble Phulip II. in that part of his
extenfive dominions, where he ufed to difturb the peace
. .of other nations. Few orders were ever more punc-

tually executed. The Englith fleet {eized upon St.
Jago, Carthagena, St. Domingo, and {everal other im-
portant places, and took a great many rich fhips. His
inftrudions were, after thefe operations, to proceed
and offer his affiftance to the colony at Roanoak.
'T'he wretched few who furvived the numberlefs cala-
mities that had befallen them, were in {uch defpair,
that they refufed all afliftance, and only begged he
would convey them to their native country. The ad-
miral complied with their requeft ;' and thus the ex-
pences that had been hitherto beftowed on the fettle-
ment were entirely thrown away.

The aflociates were not difcouraged by this unfore-
feen event. From time to time they fent over a few
colonifts, who, in the year 1589, amounted to a hun-
dred and fifteen perfons of both fexes, under a regular
government, and fully provided with all they wanted

. <
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for their - defence, and for the purpofes of agriculture s o o x
and commerce. Thefe beginnings raifed fome expec- XViL
utions, but they were fruftrated by the difgrace of
Raleigh, who fell a victim to the caprices of his own
yild imagination. The colony, having loft its found-
o, was totally forgotten. :

It had been thus neglected for twelve years, when
Gofnold, one of the firft aflociates, refolved to vifit it
in1602.  His experience in navigation made him {nf-
pect that the right tract had not been found out, and
that in fteering by the Canary and Caribbee Ilands, the
yoyage had been made longer than it need hayve been
by above a thoufand leagues. + Thefe conjectures in-
duced him to fteer away from the fouth and to:turn
more weftward. The attempt {ucceeded ; but when
he reached the American coaft, he found himielf fur-
ther north than any navigators who had gone before.
The country where he landed, which now makes a
apart of New-England, afforded him plenty of beau-
tiful furs, with which he failed back to England.
~ The rapidity and fuccefs of this undertaking made
afirong impreflion upon the Englifh merchants.  Se-
veral of them joined in 1606 to form a fettlement in
| the country that Gofnold had difcovered. Their ex-
| wmple revived in others theé memory of the Roanoak ;
and this gave rife to two charter companies. As the
wntinent where they were to carry on their monopoly
was then known in Egland only by the general name
of Virginia, the one was called the South-Virginia, and
the other the North-Virginia Company.

The zeal that had been fhown at firft {foon abated,
ind there appeared to be more jealoufy than emula-
tion between the two Companies. Though they had
been favoured with the firft lottery that ever was
dawn in England, their progrefs was fo flow, that in
1614 there were not above four hundred perfons in
both fettlements. - That fort of competency which
Was anfwerable to the fimplicity of the manners of
the times, was then fo general in England, that no
e was tempted to go abroad in queft of a fortune,
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B 0 o x It is a fenfe of misfortune that gives men a diflike ¢,
XVIL.  their native country, ftill more than the defire of g
quiring riches. Nothing lefs than fome extraordinary
commotion could then have fent inhabitants even intg
an: excellent country.  This emigration was at length
occafioned by fuperftition, which had given rife to
commotions from the collifion of religious opinions,
Thecon- ~ The firft priefts of the Britons were the Druids, fo
tnentol . famous in the annals of Gaul, To throw a myfte.
peopled  TiOus veil upon the ceremonies of a favage worfhip,
in confe- their rites were never performed but in dark receffes,

uence of
?herrleligi- and generally in gloomy groves, where fear creates
that diturh IpeCtres and apparitions. Only a few perfons wer
England. initiated into thefe myfteries, and intrufted with the
facred dodlrines; and even thefe were not allowed to
commit any thing to writing upon this important {ub.

je@, left their {fecrets fhould fall into the hands of the

- profane vulgar. The altars of a formidable deity

were ftained with the blood of human victims, and
enriched with the moft precious {poils of war. Though |
the dread of the vengeance of Heaven was the only |

guard of thefe treafures, yet they were always deemed
facred, becaufe the Druids had artfully reprefled a
thirft after riches, by inculcating the fundamental doc-
trine of the endlefs tran{migration of the foul. The
chief authority of government was vefted in the mi
nifters of that terrible religion ; becaufe men are mort

powerfully and more conftantly fwayed by opinion
than by any other motive. They were intrufted with

the education of 'youth, and they maintained through
life the afcendency they acquired in that early age.
They took cognizance of all civil and criminal caufes,
and were asabfolute in their decifions on ftate affairs a
on the private differences between individuals. Who-
ever dared to refift their decrees, was not only exclud:
ed from all participation in the divine myfteries, but
even from the fociety of men. [t was accounted?

crime and a reproach to hold any intercourfe with him;

he was irrevocably deprived of the protection.of the
laws, and nothing but death could put an end to his
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) | piferies.  The hiftory of human fuperftitions affordss o o
g0 inftance of any one fo tyrannical as that of the XViI- i
Druids. - It ‘was the only one:that provoked the Ro- i
mans to ufe feverity ; with fo much violence did the ' 11
Druids oppofe the power of thofe conquerors.

That religion, however, had loft much of its influ-
' ence, when it was totally abolifhed by Chriftianity in
» | the feventh century. "t’he northern nations, that had
lucceffively invaded the fouthern provinces of Europe,
fad found there ‘the {eeds of that new religion, amidft
the ruins of an empire that was fhaking on all fides.
Their indifference for-their diftant gods, or that cre-
dulity which is ever the companion of ignorance, in-
 (uced them readily to embrace a form of worthip which,
fiom the multiplicity of its ceremonies, could not but
attract the notice of rude and favage men: ‘The Sax-
ons, 'who afterwards invaded England, followed their
aample, and adopted without difficulty a religion that
juftified their conquefls, expiated the criminality of
| them, and enfured their permanency by aboiifhing the
| ancient forms of worthip. ‘
. The effects were fuch as might be expeéted from a
tligion, the original fimplicity of which was at that
tme fo much disfigured. 1dle contemplations were
. | loon fubftituted in lieu of aétive and focial virtues; and
8 flupid veneration for unknown faints took place of
the worthip of the Supreme Being. Miracles dazzled
the eyes of men, and diverted them from attending to
mtural caufes. They were taught to believe that
prayers and offerings would atone for the moft heinous
. | times. Every fentiment of reafon was perverted, and
, | tery principle of morality corrupted.
s | Thofe who had been the promoters of this confu-
. | fon knew how to avail themfelves of it. The priefts
- | ®tained that refpect which was denied to kings, and
¢ | their perfons became facred. The magiftrate had no
1 | Dower of infpe@ing into their condué, and they even
oaded the watchfulnefs of the civil law. Their tri-
b}mal eluded, and even fuperfeded, all others. They
nd means to introduce religion into every queftion
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B 0 o x of law, and into all ftate affairs ; and made themfelyes i
XVIL  ympires or judges in every caule. When faith fpoke, T

V™" every one liftened in filent attention to its inexplicable
oracles. - Such was the infatuation of thofe dark ages, !
that the fcandalous excefles of the clergy did not di. ;

minifh their authority. (!
This authority was maintained by ‘the immenfe 1“

riches the clergy had already acquired. :As {oon a b

they had taught that religion was preferved principal.

ly by facrifices, and required firft of all that of fortune g

and earthly pofleflions, the nobility, who were fole |
proprietors of all eftates, employed their {laves to build
churches, and allotted their lands to the endowment f
of thofe foundations. = Kings gave to the churchall |
that they had extorted from the people; and ftripped |
themfelves to fuch a degree, as even not to leavea
{ufficiency for the payment of the army, or for de.
fraying the other charges of government. Thefe de.
ficiencies were never.made up by thofe who were the |
canfe of them. They weré not concerned in anyof |
the public expences. The payment of taxes with the |
revenues of  the church would have been a facrilege,
and a proftitution of holy things to profane purpofes.
Such was the declaration of the clergy, and the laity
believed them. The pofleflion of the third part of the

! feudal tenures in the kingdom, the free-will offerings
of a deluded people, and the large fees required for
all prieftly offices, did not fatisfy the enormous avidity
of the clergy, ever attentive to their own interefl
They found m the Old Teftament, that, by divine ap-
pointment, they. had an undoubted right to the tithes
of the produce of the land. ‘This claim was fo readily
admitted, that they exténded it to the tithe of indu-
firy, of the profits on trade, of the wages of labourers,
of the pay of foldiers, and fometimes of the falaries of
placemen. '

'Rome, which at firft was a filent fpeGator of thefe
proceedings, and proudly enjoyed the fuccefs that at-
tended the rich and haughty minifters of a Saviout
born in obfcurity, and condemned to an ignominiots
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| Juth, foon coveted a fhare in the fpoils of England.B 0 o K
, | The firt ftep fhe took was to open a trade for relics, HVAD
| yhich were always ufhered in with fome ftriking mi- =
, | ucle, and fold in proportion to the credulity of the
p‘urchafers. The great men, and even monarchs, were
ivited to go in pilgrimage to the capital of the world,
' | wpurchafe a place in heaven fuitable to the rank they
 Ijeld on earth. The popes by degrees aflumed the
pefentation to church preferments, which at firft they
mye away, but afterwards fold. By thefe means their
nibunal| took cognizance of all ecclefiaftical caufes;
md in time they claimed a tenth of the revenues of
the clergy, who themfelves levied the tenth of all the
fibfance of the realm. '
When thefe pious extortions were carried as far as
fiey poffibly could be in England, Rome afpired to
fie fupreme authority over it. Her ambitious deceit
was covered with a facred veil. She fapped the foun-
| dations of liberty, by employing the influence of opi-
ion only. This was fetting men at variance with
themfelves, and availing herfelf of their prejudices, in
| onder to acquire an abfolute dominion over them.  She
wlirped the power of a defpotic arbitrator between the
diar and the throne, between the prince and his {ub-
éfls, between one potentate and another. She kind-
| b the flames of war with her {piritual thunders. = But

| lie wanted emiflaries to {pread the terror of her arms,
wd made choice of the monks for that purpofe. 'The
ficular clergy, notwithftanding their celibacy, which
kept them from forming connections in the world,
were ftill attached to it by the ties of intereft, often
ltonger than thofe of blood. A fet of men, fecluded -
fiom fociety by fingular inftitutions, which muft in-
dine them to fanaticifm, and by a blind fubmiffion to-
the ditates of a foreign pontiff, were beft adapted to
: .fﬁqmd the views of fuch a fovereign. Thefe vile and
dject tools of fuperflition executed their fatal employ-
ment fuccefsfully. By their intrigues, affited with the
Wncurrence of favourable circumftances, England,
Wiich had fo long withftood the conquering arms of -
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HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B o o x the ancient Roman einpire, became tributary to mo.

dern Rome.

At length the paflions and violent caprices of Hen.
ry VIIIL. broke the fcandalous dependence. The abufe
of fo infamous a power had already opened the eyes
of the nation. = This prince ventured at once to fhake
off the authority of the pope, abolith monafteries, and
aflime the fupremacy over his own church.

"This open fchifm was followed by other alterations
in the reign of Xdward, fon and fucceffor to Henty,

The religious opinions, which were then changing the

face of Europe, were openly difcuflfed. Something
was taken from every one; mdny doétrines and rites
of the old form of worfhip were retained ; and from
thefe feveral {yftems or tenets arofe a new communion,
diftinguifhed by the name of the Church of England.

Elizabeth, who completed this important work,
found theory alone too fubtle, and thought it moft
expedient to captivate the fenfes, by the addition of

fome ceremonies. Her ratural tafte for grandeur, and |
-the defire of putting a ftop to the difputes about points |

of do&rine, by entertaining the ‘eye with the external
- parade of worfhip, inclined *her to adopt ‘a greater
number of religious rites. But the was reftrained by
political confiderations, and ‘was obliged to facrifice
fomething- to the prejudices of 4 party that had raifed
her to the throne, and was able to maintain her upon
1t.

Far from fufpe@ing that James I. would execute |

what Elizabeth had not even dared to attempt, it
tight be expected that he would rather have been in-
clined to reftrain ecclefiaftical rites and ceremonies;
that prince having been trained up in the principles of
the Prefbyterians, a fe& which, with much fpiritual
pride, affe@ted great fimplicity of drefs, gravity of man-
ners, and aufterity of doérine, which loved to fpeak
in fcripture phrafes, and gave none but fcripture names
to their children. One would have fuppofed that fuch
an education muft have prejudiced the king againf
the outward pomp of the Catholic worfhip, and every

it
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thing that bore any affinity to it. But the {pirit of 3 0.0 x
fytem prevailed over the principles of education, XVI
Stricken with the Epifcopal jurifdition which he found e
¢tablithed in England, and which he thought con-
formable to his own notions of civil government, he
sandoned, from conviftion, the early impreflions he
had received, and grew paflionately fond of a hierar-
chy. modelled upon the political economy of a well-
conftituted empire. Inftigated by his enthufiaim; he
wanted to introduce this wonderful {yftem into Scot-
| lmd, his native country, and to engage a great many
| ofthe Englith, who ftill diffented, to embrace it. . He
| even intended to add the pomp of the moft awful ce-
monies to the majeftic plan; if he could have carried
his grand projects into execution, But the oppofition
he met with at firft {fetting out would not permit him.
to advance any further in his fyftem of reformation.
He contented himfelf with recommending to his fon
toreflume his views, whenever the times thould furnifh
afavourable opportunity; and reprefented the Prefby-
| terians to-him as alike dangerous to religion and to the
throne.

| " Charles readily followed his advice, which was but
100 conformable to the principles of defpotifm he had
mbibed from Buckingham, his favourite, the moft
corrupt of men, and the corrupter of the courtiers.
To pave the way to the revolution he was meditat-
mg, he promoted feveral bithops to the higheft digni-
fies in the government, and conferred on them motft
| of the offices that imparted a great fhare of influence
| mall public meafures. Thefe ambitious prelates, now
become the mafters of a prince who had been weak
tiough to be guided by the inftigations of others, be-
tayed that {pirit fo frequent among the clergy, of ex-
ilting ecclefiaftical jurifdi¢tion under the fhadow of
the royal prerogative. They multiplied the church
teremonies without end, under pretence of their being
of apoftolical inftitution ; and to enforce their obferv-
ance, had recourfe to ads of arbitrary power exercifed .
by the king. It was evident that there was a fettled

‘ . 2
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B0 o kdefign of reftoring, in all its fplendour, what the Pro.

teftants called Romifh idolatry, though the moft vio.

: lent means fhould be neceflary to compafs it. ~ This

proje& gave the more umbrage, as it was fupported
by the prejudices and intrigues of a prefumptuous
queen, who had brought from France an immoderate
paffion for popery and arbitrary power.

It can fcarcely be imagined what acrimony thefe
alarming fufpicions had raifed in the minds of the peo.
ple.” Common prudence would have allowed time for
the ferment to {ubfide. - But the fpirit of fanaticifm
endeavoured, even in thefe troublefome times, to re-
ftore ‘every thing to the unity of the church of Eng-
land, which was become more odious to the diffenters,
fince fo many cuftoms had been introduced into it
which they confidered as fuperftitious. ~An order was
iffued, that both kingdoms fhould conform to the wor-
thip and difcipline of the Epifcopal church. This law
included the Prefbyterians, who then began to be
called Puritans, becaufe they profefled to take the
pure and fimple word of God for the rule of their faith
and pradtice. It was extended likewife to all the fo-
reign Calvinifts that were in the kingdom, whatever
difference there might be in their opinions. This hie-
rarchal worfhip was enjoined to the regiments and
trading companies difperfed in the feveral countries of
Europe. The Englith ambaflfadors were alfo required
to feparate from all communion with the foreign Pro-
teftants, fo that England loft all the influence fhe had
acquired abroad, as the head and fupport of the Re-
formation.

In this fatal crifis, moft of the Puritans were divid-
ed between fubmiffion and oppofition. Thofe who
would neither ftoop to yield, nor take the pains to re-
fit, turned their views towards North America, n
fearch of that civil and religious liberty which their
ungrateful country denied them. Their enemies, it
order to have an opportunity of perfecuting them mote
at leifure, attempted to preclude thefe devout fugl-
tives from this alylum, where they wanted to worfbip

3




.~ God in their own way in a defert land. Eight thipsg 0 0 &

 terians.  The fatisfaction they enjoyed in their retreat

»

. by the tyranny or intolerant {pirit of their fovereigns,
 took refuge in that hemifphere ; concerning which we
+ fhall now purfue our inquiries, and endeavour, before
- we quit the {pot, to gain fome information refpecting

-

- were not proper perfons to give us juft and clear no- Vo
. tions of this hemifphere. It was the province of phi-
- lofophy alone to avail itfelf of the informations fcatters
* &d in the accounts of voyages and miffionaries, in or=
- der to fee America fuch as nature hath made it, and to
. find out its analogy to the reft of the globe.

- the fame time, the form of both is fo fingularly alike,
~ that we might eafily be inclined to draw confequences

from this particular, if it were not always neceffary to
- be upon our guard againft the fpirit of {yftem which
~often ftops us in our refearches after truth, and hinders

- broad tracks of land, that begin from the Ar&ic pole,

‘them, who were not fo evil-minded as to delight in
~ the view of thofe dreadful {cenes which foon after made

terwatds induced to remove thither in more peaceable
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that lay at anchor in the Thames, ready to fail, were XVI.
ftopped ; and Cromwell is {aid to have been detained
there by that very king whom he afterwards brought
to the {caffold. Enthufiafm, however, ftronger than
the rage of perfecution, furmounted every obftacle ;
and that part of America was foon filled with Prefby-

gradually induced all thofe of their party to follow

England a {cene of blood and horror. Many were af-

times, with a view of advancing their fortunes. In a
word, all Europe contributed greatly to increafe their
population. Thoufands of unhappy men, opprefled

lt.
It is furprifing that {o little thould have been known Parallel be-
of the New World, for {o long a time after it was dif- tween the

7 ; Old and
covered. Barbarous foldiers and rapacious merchants the New

It is now pretty certain, that the new continent has
not half the extent of {urface that the old has. At

us from attaining it.
- The two continents feem to form, as it were, two

Vol V. g
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B o 0 Kand terminate at the tropic of Capricorn, divided on
XVIL  the eaft and weft by the ocean that furrounds them,
~ Whatever may be the ftructure of thefe two conti.

‘nents, and the quality or {ymmetry of their form, it is
evident that their equilibrium does not depend upon
their pofition. It is the inconftancy of the fea that
confitutes the folid form of the earth. To fix the
globe upon its bafis, it feemed neceffary to have an
element which, floating inceffantly round our planet, -
might by its weight counterbalance all other fub-
ftances, and by its fluidity reftore that equilibrium
which the confli&® of the other elements might have
difturbed. Water, by _its ‘natural fluctuation and
weight, is the moft proper element to preferve the
conne&ion and balance of the feveral parts of the
globe round its centre. If our hemifphere has a very
wide extent of continent to the north, a mafs of water
of equal weight at the oppofite part will certainly pro-
duce an equilibrium. if under the tropics we have a
rich country covered with men and animals, under
the fame latitude America will have a fea filled with
fith. While forefts full of trees, bending with the
largeft fruits, quadrupeds of the greateft fize, the moft
populous nations, elephants and men, are a load upon
the furface of the earth, and feem to abforb all its fers
tility throughout the torrid zone; at both poles are
found whales, with innumerable multitudes of cods
and herrings, clouds of infects, and all the infinite and
_prodigious tribes that inhabit the feas, as it were, to
fupport the axis of the earth, and prevent its inclining
or deviating to either fide: if, indeed, elephants,
whales, or men, can be faid to have any weight ona
globe, where all living creatures are but a tranfient
modification of the earth that compofes it. 1n a word,
the ocean rolls over this globe to fathion it, in cons
formity to the general laws of gravity. Sometimes it
covers a hemifphere, a pole, or a zone, which at other
times it leaves bare; but in general it feems to affect
the equator, more efpecially as the cold of the poles
in fome meafure contrads that fluidity which is effen-
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tial to it, and from which it receives all its power of 8 0.0 k
motion. It is chiefly between the tropics that the fea XVI-

extends itfelf, and is agitated; and that it undergoes
the greateft change, both in its regular and periodical
motions, as well as in thofe violent agitations occafion-
ally excited in it by tempettuous winds. The attrac-
tion of the fun, and the fermentations occafioned by
its continual heat in the torrid zone, muft have a very
remarkable influence upon the ocean. The motion of
the moon adds a new force to this influence ; and the
fea, to conform itfelf to this double impalfe, muft, it
would feem, flow towards the equator. Nothing but
the flatnefs of the globe at the poles can poffibly ac-
count for that immenfe extent of water that has hi-
therto concealed from us the lands near the South
pole. The fea cannot eafily pafs the boundaries of
the tropics, if the temperate and frozen z,nes be not
nearer to the centre of the earth than the torrid zone,
It is the fea, therefore, that maintains an equilibrium
with the land, and difpofes the arrangement of the
materials that compofe it.  OQune proof that the analo-
gous portions of land, which the two continents of the
globe prefent at firft view, are not eflentially neceflary
to its conformation, is, that the New Hemifphere has
remained covered with the waters of the fea a much |
longer time than the Old. Befides, if there be an evi-
dent fimilarity between the two hemilpheres, there are
alfo differences between them, which will perhaps de-
ftroy that harmony we think we obfcrve.

- When we confider the map of the world, and fee
the local correfpondence between the ifthmus of Suez
and that of Panama, between the Cape of Good Hope
and Cape Horn, between the Archipelago of the Eaft
Indies and that of the Caribbee Iilunds, and between
 the mountains of Chili and thofe of Monomotapa, we
are ftricken with the fimilarity of the {everal forms this
- Picture prefents.  Land feems on all fides to be op-
pofed to land, water to water, iflands and peninfulas
leattered by the hand of nature to ferve as a counter-
Poife, and the fea, by its fluctuation, conflantly main-
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5 0’0 K taining the balance of the whole. But if, on the othet

X VIL
G

hand, we compare the great extent of the Pacific
Ocean, which feparates the Eaft and Weft Indies, with
the fmall {fpace which the ocean occupies between the
coaft of Guinea and that of Brazil; the vaft quantity
of inhabited land to the north, with the little we know
towards the fouth; the dire&tion of the mountains of
Tartary and Euarope, which is from eaft to weft, with
that of the Cordeleirias, which run from north to
fouth ; the mind is in fufpenfe, and we have the mor-
tification to fee the order and {ymmetry vanifh, with
which we had embelliftied our {yftem of the earth.
The obferver is ftill more difpleafed with his conjec-

.tures, when he confiders the immenfe height of the

mountains of Peru. He is then aftonifhed to fee a
continent fo recent, and yet fo elevated; the fea fo
much below the tops of thefe mountains, and yet {o
recently come down from the lands that feemed to be
effectually defended from its attacks by thofe tremen-
dous bulwarks. It is, however, an undeniable fad,
that both continents of the New Hemifphere have
been covered with the fea. The air and the land con-
firm this truth.

The rivers, which in America are wider and of
greater extent ; the immenfe forefts to the fouth ; the
{pacious lakes and vaft morafles to the north ; the al-
moft eternal fnows between the tropics ; few of thofe
pure fands that feem to be the remains of an exhauft-
ed ground ; no men entircly black ; very fair people
under the line ; a cool and mild air in the fame lati-
tude as the fultry and uninhabitable parts of Africa;
2 frozen and fevere climate under the fame parallel as
our temperate climates ; and lafily, a difference of ten
or twelve degrees in the temperature of the Old and
New Hemifpheres; thefe are fo many tokens of a
world that is ftill in its infancy.

‘Why fhould the continent of America be much
warmer and much colder in proportion than that of
Europe, if it were not for the moifture the ocean has
left behind, in quitting it long after our continent was
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peopled ? Nothing but the fea can poflibly have pre-s 0 o x
vented Mexico from being inhabited as early as Afia, XVIL
If the waters that ftill moiften the bowels of the earth
_in the New Hemifphere had not covered its furface,
the woods would very eafily have been cut down, the
fens drained, a foft and watery {oil would have been
made firm, by ftirring it up, and expofing it to the
rays of the fun, a free paffage would have been open
to the winds, and dykes would have been raifed along
the rivers ; in a word, the climate would have been
totally altered by this time. But a rude and unpeo-
pled hemifphere denotes a recent world ; when the
fea about its coafts {till flows obfcurely in its channels.
A lefs {corching fun, more plentitul rains, and thicker
vapours, more difpofed to ftagnate, are evident marks
of the decay or the infancy of nature.

The difference of climate, arifing from the waters
having lain {o long on the ground in America, could
not but have-a great influence on men and animals.
From this diverfity of caufes muft neceflarily ‘arife a
very great diverfity of effects. . Accordingly, we fee
more i{pecies of animals, by two-thirds, in the old con- .
tinent than the new; animals of the fame kind confi-
derably larger ; monfters that are become more favage
and fierce, as the countries have become more inhabit-
ed. On the other hand, nature feems to have firange-
ly neglected the New World. The men ‘have lefs
ftrength and lefs courage ; no beard and no hair; they
have lefs appearances of manhood ; and are but little
fufceptible of the lively and powerful fentiment of
love, which is the principle of every attachment, the

~ firlt inftin&, the firft band of fociety, without which .
all other artificial ties have neither energy nor dura-
tion. The women, who are ftill more weak, are nei-
ther favourably treated by nature nor by the men,
who have but little love for them, and confider them
merely as fubfervient to their will : they rather facri-
fice them to their indolence, than confecrate them to
their pleafures. This indolence is the great delight

. and fupreme felicity of the Americans, of which the
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B 0 0 x women are the vitims, from the eontinual labours
XVIL - impofed upon them. ' It muft, however, be confefled,
that'in America, as in all other parts, the men, when
they have fentenced the women to work, have been
{o equitable as to take upon themfelves the perils of
‘war, together with the toils of hunting and fithing.
But their indifference for the fex, which nature has
intrufted with the care of multiplying the {pecies, im-
plies an imperfection in their organs, a fort of ftate of
childhood in the people of America, fimilar te that of
the people in our continent, who are not yet arrived
‘to the age of puberty. This feems to be ‘a natural
defect prevailing in the continent of America, which

‘is'an indication of its being a new country.

But if the' Americans be ‘a new people, are they a
race of men originally diftin& from thofe who cover
the face of the:Old World ? ‘This is ‘a queftion which
‘ought not‘to' be ‘too’ haftily decided: The origin of
the population of Americais involved in inextricable
difficulties.: 'If we affert that the Greenlanders firft
came from Norway, and then went over to the coaft
of Labrador, others will tell us, it is ‘more natural to
fuppofe that the Greenlanders are fprung from the
Elquimaux, ‘to whom they bear a greater refemblance
than to the Europeans.  1f we fhould fuppofe that
California was peopled from'Kamtfchatka, it may be
afkked, what motive or what chance could have led
the Tartars to the north-weft of America?  Yet it is
imagined to be from Greenland or from Kamtfchatka
that the inhabitants of the Old World muft have gone
over to theNew, as it is by thofe two countries that
the/two continents are conne&ed, or at leaft approach
neareft to one another. Befides, how can we conceive
that in America the torrid zone can have been peopled

\ from one of the frozen zones? Population will indeed
ipread from north to fouth, but it muft naturally have
begun under the equator, where life is cherifhed by
warmth.  If the people of America could not come
from our continent, and yet appear to be a new race,
we muft have recourfe to the flcod, which is the fource
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wnd the folution of all difficulties in the hiftory of na-s 0 o x
XVII.

 tions. : ,
Let us fuppofe that the fea having overflowed the

other hemifphere, its old inhabitants took refuge upon
the Apalachian mountains, and the Cordeleirias, which
are far higher than our Mount Ararat. But how could
they have lived upon thofe heights, covered with {now,
and furounded with waters? How is it poflible that
men, who had breathed in a pure and delightful cli-
mate, could have furvived the miferies of want, the
inclemency of a tainted atmofphere, and thofe num-
berlefs calamities which muft be the unavoidable con-
fequences of a deluge? How will the race have been
preferved and propagated in thofe times of general
calamity, and in the miferable ages that muft have
fucceeded ? Notwithftanding all thefe objections, we
muft allow that America has been péopled from thefe
wretched remains of the great devaftation. Every
thing exhibits the veftiges of a malady, of which the
human race ftill feels the effects. The ruin of that
world is ftill imprinted on its inhabitants. They are
a fpecies of men degraded and degenerated 1n thew
natural conftitution, in their ftature, in their way of
life, and in their underftanding, which is but little ad-
vanced in all the arts of civilization. A damper air,
and a more marfthy ground, muit neceflurilly have in-
feted the firft principles of the fubliftence and increafe
of mankind. - [t muit have required fome ages to re-
ftore population, and flill a greater number before the
ground could be fettled and dried, fo as to be fit for
tillage, and for the foundation of buildings. ‘The aiy
muft neceflarily be purified betore the {ky could clear,
and the ky muft neceflarily be clear before the earth
could be rendered habitable. The imperfection, there-
fore, of nature in America is not {fo much a proof of
its recent origin, as of its regeneration. 1t was proba-
‘bly peopled at the fame time as the other hemiiphere,
but may have been overflowed later. The large foffil
~ bones that are found under ground in America, {how
 that it bad formerly elephants, rhinoceros, and other
T 1y
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B 0 0 k enormous quadrupeds, which have fince difappeared

in thofe regions. The gold and filver mines that are

- found juft below the furface of the earth, are figns of

a very ancient revolution of the globe, but later than
thofe that have overturned our hemifphere.

Suppofe America had, by lome means or other, been
repeopled by our roving hordes, that peried would
have been fo remote, that it would fill give great an-
tiquity to the inhabitants of that hemifphere. Three
or four centuries will not then be f{ufficient to allow
for the foundation of the empire of Mexico and Peru;
for, though we find no trace in thefe countries of our
arts, or'of the opinions and cuffoms that prevail in
other parts of the globe, yet we have found a police
and a fociety eftablifhed, inventions and praices
which, though they did not (how any marks of times
anterior to the deluge, yet they implied a long feries
of ages fubfequent to this cataftrophe. For, though
in Mexico, as in Egypt, a country -furrounded with
waters, mountains, and other invineible obftacles, muft
have forced the men enclofed in it to unite after a time,
notwith{tanding they might at firll have deftroyed each
other in continual and bloody wars, yet it was only in
procefs of time that they could invent and eftablifh a
form of worlhip and a legiflation, which they could
not poffibly have borrowed from remote times or
countries. It required a greater number of ages to
render familiar the fingle art of fpeech, and that of
writing, though but in hieroglyphics, to a whole na-
tion unconnected with any other, and which muft it-
felf have created both thefe arts, than it would take
up days to perfect a child in them. Ages bear not
the fame proportion to the whole race as years do to
individuals. The whole race is to occupy a vaft field,
both as to fpace and duration, while the individuals
have only fome moments or inftarits of time to fill up,
or rather to run over. The likenefs or uniformity ob-
fervable in the features and manners of the American
nations, plainly fhow that they are not fo ancient as
thofe of our continent, which differ fo much from

B Pt A e



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

each other ; but at the fame time, this circumftance
feems to confirm that they did not proceed from any
foreign bemi{phere, with which they have no kind of
affinity that can indicate an immediate defcent.
Whatever may be the cafe with regard to their ori-
| gin or their antiquity, which are both uncertain, it is
| pethaps more interefling to inquire whether thofe un-
tutored nations are more or lefs happy than our civi-
lized people. -Let us, therefore, examine whether the
| condition of rude man, left to mere animal inftin&,
| who pafles every day of his life in hunting, feeding,
producing his {pecies, and repofing himfelf, is better
ot worfe than the condition of that wonderful being,
who makes his bed of down, {pins and weaves the
thread of the filk-worm to clothe himfelf, hath ex-
changed the cave, his original abode, for a palace, and
hath varied his indulgences and his wants in a thou-
faind different ways. ,
- Itisin the nature of man that we muft look for his
means of happinels. What does he want to be as hap-
pyashe can be? Prefent fubfiftence; and, if he fhould
think of futurity, the hopes and certainty of enjoying
that blefling.  The favage, who has not been driven
into and confined within the frigid zones by civilized
ncieties, is not in want of this firft of neceffaries. If
| he fhould lay in no fores, it is becaufe the earth and
the fea are refervoirs always open to fupply his wants,
| lifh and game are to be had all the year, and will
fipply the want of fertility in the dead feafons. The
lwage has no houfe, well fecured from the accefs of
the external air, or commodious fire-places; but his
furs anfwer all the purpofes of the roof, the garment,
and the ftove. He works but for his own benefit,
fleeps when he is weary, and is a firanger to watchings
and reftlefs nights. War is a matter of choice to him.
Danger, like labour, is a condition of his nature, not a
profeflion annexed to his birth ; a national duty, not
4domeftic fervitude. The favage is ferious, but not
| Melancholy ; and his countenance feldom bears the
Inpreffion of thofe paffions and diforders that leave
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8 o o k fuch thocking and fatal marks on ours. He cannot

XVIL  feel the want of what he does not defire, nor can he |-
defire what he is ignorant of. ~ Moft of the conveni. |
encies of life are remedies for evils he does not fee],

Pleafure is the mode of {atisfying appetites which hig
fenfes are unacquainted with. He feldom experiences
any of that wearinefs that arifes from unfatisfied de-
fires, or that emptinefs and uneafinefs of mind that i
the offspring of prejudice and vanity. In a word, the

“favage is fubje& to none but natural evils.

But what greater happinefs than this does the civi-
lized man enjoy ? His food is more wholefome and
delicate than that of the favage. He has fofter clothes,
and a habitation better fecured againft the inclemen.
cies of the weather. But the common people, who

are to be the fupport and ‘bafis of civil {ociety, thofe

numbers of men who in all flates bear the burden of
hard labour, cannot be faid to live happy, either in
thofe empires where the confequences of war and the
imperfedtion of the police have reduced them to 3
late of flavery, or in thofe governments where the
progrefs of luxury and police has reduced them toa
ftate of fervitude. ~ The mixed governments feem to
prefent fome profpe@s of happinefs under the protec.
tion of liberty ; but this happinefs is purchafed by the
moft fanguinary exertions, which repel tyranny fora
time only, that it may fall the heavier upon the de-
voted nation, fooner or later doomed to oppreflion.
Obferve how Caligula and Nero revenged the expul:
fion of the Tarquins, and the death of Cafar, '

Tyranny, we are told, is the work of the people,
and not of kings.  But if fo, why do they futfer it?
Why do they not repel the encroachments of delpo-
tifm ; and, while it employs violence and artifice 10
enflave all the faculties ¢f men, why do they not op-
pofe it with all their powers? But is it lawful to mur
mur and complain under the rod of the oppreflor?
Will it not exafperate and provoke him to purfue the
vi&tim to death? The complaints of flaves he calls té-
Bellion ; and they are to be fufled in a dungeon, ané
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| fometimes put an end to on a fcaffold. The man whos o o &
| hould affert the rights of man would perifh in negle& XVi

{ md infamy. Tyranny, therefore, muft be endured,
under the name of authority.

~Ii fo, to what outrages is not the civilized man ex-
pofed ! If he be poffefled of any property, he knows
not how far he may call it his own, when he muft di-
| vide ‘he produce between the courtier who ‘may at-
| tack his eftate, the lawyer who muit be paid for teach-
ing him how to preferve it, the foldier who may lay 1t
falte, and the collector who comes to levy unlimited
| taxes. If he fhould have no property, how can he be
| ditred of a permancnt fubfiftence ? *What fpecies of
| mduftry is fecured againft the vicifficudes of fortune,
| and the encroachments of government ?

. | 'In the forefts of America, if there be a fcarcity in
the north, the favages bend their courfe to the fouth.
The wind or the fun will drive a wandering clan to
more temperate climates. But if in our civilized ftates,
tonfined within gates, and reftrained within certain li-
nits, famine, war, or pettilence fhould confame an
empire, it is a prifon where all muft expect to perifh
mmifery, or in the horrors of flaughter. The man
| Who is unfortunately born there, is compelled to en-
dure all extortions, all the feverities that the incle-
mency of the feafons and the injuitice of government
my bring upon him. : -
~In our provinces, the vaflal, or free mercenary, digs
#d ploughs, the whole year round. lands that are not
lisown, and the produce of which does not belong to
fim; and he is even happy if his labour can ‘procure
lim a fhare of the crops he has fown and reaped. Ob-
leved and harafled by a hard and reftlefs landlord,
Who grudges him even the firaw on which he refts his
Weary limbs, the wretch is daily expofed to difeafes,
Which, joined to his poverty, make him with for death,
lither than for an expenfive cure, followed by infirmi-
lesand toil. Whether tenant or fubjec, he is doubly
lave ; if he fhould poflefs a few acres, his lord comes
4 gathers upon them what he has not fown 5 if he
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" B 0 0 K be worth buta yoke of oxen or a pair of horfes, he
XVIL iyt employ them in the public fervice ; if he fhould

have nothing but his perfon, the prince takes him for
a foldier. Every where he meets with mafters, and al-
ways with oppreflion.

In our cities, the workmen and the artift who have
no manufa@ure of their own are at the mercy of gree-
dy and idle mafters, who, by the privilege of monopo.
ly, have purchafed of government a. power of making
induftry work for nothing, and of felling its labours
at a very high price. The lower clafs have no more
than the fight of that luxury of which they are dou-
bly the victims, by the watchings and fatigues it oc.
cafions them, and by the infolence of the pomp that
humiliates and opprefles them.

Even fuppofing that the dangerous labours of our

quarries, mines, and forges, with all the arts that are |

performed by fire, and that the perils which naviga.

tion and commerce expofe us to, were lefs pernicious

than the roving life of the favages, who live upen
hunting and fifhing ; fuppofe that men, who are ever
lamenting the forrows and affronts that arife merely
from opinion, are lefs unhappy than the favages, who
never {hed a tear in the moft excruciating tortures;
there would ftill remain a wide difference between the

fate of the civilized man and the wild Indian, a diffe-

rence entirely to the difadvantage of focial life.  This
is the injuftice that prevails in the partial diftribution
of fortunes and ftations ; an inequality which is at
once the effect and the caufe of oppreflion.

In vain does cuftom, prejudice, ignorance, and hard
labour ftupity the lower clafs of mankind, fo as w0
render them infenfible of their degradation ; neithet
religion nor morality can hinder them from feeing
and feeling the injuftice of the arrangements of policy
in the diftribution of good and evil. How often hae
we heard the poor man expoftulating with Heaven,
and afking what he had done, that he fhould deferv¢
to be born in an indigent and dependent ftation!

Even if great conflits were infeparable from the mor |
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exalted fations, which might be fufficient to balances o o x

| gll the advantaoes and all the fuperiority that the fo-

cial ftate claims over the ftate of nature, ftill the ob-
feure man, who is unacquainted with thofe confliéts,

fees nothing in a high rank, but that afiluence which .

is the caufe of his own poverty. He envies the rich
man thofe pleafures to which he is {o accuftomed, that

e has loft all relith for them.. What domeflic can

have a real affetion for his mafter, or what is the at-
mchment of a fervant? Was ever prince truly belov-

_ed by his courtiers, even when he was hated by his

fiibjects ? 1If we prefer our condition to that of the fa-
yages, it is becaufe civil life has made us incapable of
bearing fome natural hardthips which the favage is
more expofed to than we are, and becaule we are at-
tached to fome indulgences that cuftom has made ne-
ceflary to us. Even in the vigour of life, a civilized
‘man may accuftom himfelf to live among favages and
teturn to the ftate of nature. We have an inftance of
‘this in that Scotchman who was caft away on the
iland of Fernandez, where he lived alone, and was
happy as foon as he was fo taken. up with fupplymg
his wants, as to forget his own country, his language,
‘hisname, and even the articulation of words. After

| four years, he felt himfelf eafed of the burden of focial

life, when he had loft all refletion or thought of the

| "v‘%pal’t and all anxiety for the future.

Laftly, the conlcioufnefs of independence being one

of the firft inftinéts in man, he who enjoys this primi-
| tive right, with a moral certainty of a competent fub-
ﬁﬁence, is incomparably happier than the rich man,
ieftrained by laws, maiters, prejudices, and tafhlons,
ffWh ch inceflantly remind him of the lofs of his liber-

To compare the ftate of the favages to that of

;'thldren is to decide at once the queition that has
-"bgen fo vsaxmly debated by philofophers, concerning

e advantages of the ftate of nature above thofe of

cial life. Children, notwithftanding the reftraints of

cation, are in the happieft age of human life.  Their

 habityal cheerfulneiq when they are not under the

XVIL
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B 0 o K {choolmafter’s rod, is the fureft indication of the hap.

XVIL pinefs they feel. After all, a fingle word may deter.

whether he be happy, and the favage whether he be

unhappy. If they both anfwer in the negative, the

difpute is at,an end.

Ye civilized nations, this parallel muft certainly be
mortifying to you! but you cannot too ftrongly feel
the weight of the calamities under which you are op.
prefled. The more painful the {enfation is, the more
will it awaken your attention to the true caufes of
your f{ufferings. You may at laft be convinced that
they proceed from the confufion of your opinions, from
the defects of your political conititutions, and from
capricious laws, which are in continual oppofition to
the laws of nature.

After this inquiry into the moral ftate of the Ame.
ricans, let us return to the natural ftate of their coun-
try. Let us fee what it was before the arrival of the
Englifh, and what it is become under their domi-
nion, ,

The flate  T'he firft Englifhmen who went over to America to
iﬁféﬁlﬁﬁm fettle colonies, tound immenfe forefts. The vaft trees
found ~  that grew up to the clouds, were fo furrounded with
norh A creeping plants, that they could not be approached.
what they ‘T'he wild . beafts made thefe woods ftill more inaccef-

i’;f;’:efb“e fible. A few favages only were met with, clothed

with the fkins of thofe monfters. The human. race,
thinly {cattered, fled from each other, or purfued only
with intept to defiroy. The earth feemed ufelefs to
man, anﬁpits powers were not exerted {fo much for his
{upport, as in the breeding of animals, more obedient
to the laws of nature. It produced {pontaneoufly
without affiltance and without direétion ; 1t yielded all
its bounties with uncontrouled profufion for the be-
nefit of all, not for the pleafures or conveniencies of
one {pecies of beings. T'he rivers in one place glided
freely through the forefts, in another, fcattered theu
unruffled waters in a wide morafs, from whence iffuing
in various ftreams they formed a multitude of iflands,

mine this great queftion. Let us afk the civilized man
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| encompafled with their channels. = Spring was renew-

ed from the decay of autumn. The withered leaves,

| jotting at the foot of the trees, fupplied them with
| fieh fap to enable them to fhoot out new blofloms.
| The hollow trunks of trees afforded a retreat to pro-
digious numbers of birds. The {ea, dathing againft the

coafts; and indenting the gulfs, threw up thoals of am-
;_phibious monfters, enormous whales, crabs, and turtles,
that fported uncontrouled on the defert thores. There
pature exerted her plaftic power, inceflantly producing
the gigantic inhabitants of the ocean, and afferting the
freedom of the earth and the fea.

~ But man appeared, and immediately changed the
fice of North America. He introduced {ymmetry by
the aflitance of all the infiruments of art. The im-
penetrable woods were inftantly cleared, and made

. | wom for commodious dwellings. The wild beafls

were driven away, and flocks of domeftic animals {up-~
plied their place ; while thorns and briars made way
forrich harvefts. - The waters forfook part of their do-
main, and were drained off'into the interior parts of the
Ind, or into the fea by deep canals. The coafts were
covered with towns, aud the bays with fhips ; and thus
the New World, like the Old, became fubje& to man.
What powerful engines have raifed that wonderful
fruGture of European indufiry and policy? Let us re-
iime the confideration of the particulars. In the re-
moteft part ftands a folitary {pot, diftin& from the
Whole, and which is called Hudfon’s Bay. 3
+ This ftrait, of about ten degrees in depth, is form-
ed by the ocean in the diftant and northern parts of
 Augerica. The breadih of the entrance is fix leagues,
bit is only to be attempted from the beginning of
]Qlyto the end-of September, and 1s even then rather
tingerous. + This danger ariles from mountains of ice,
lome of which are faid to be from 15 to 18 hundred
ket thick, and which having been produced by win-
s of five or fix years duration in little gulfs con-
ﬁgn&!;ly filled with fnow, are forced out of them by
Maith-weft winds, or by fome other extracrdinary caufe.
4

BODREK
XVIL:

Climate of
Hudfon’s
Bay, and
cuftoms of
its inhabi-
tants.
T'rade cars
ried on
there.




304

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B 0 o k The beft way of avoiding them is to keep as near ag

XVIL
Eui—vw

poflible to the northern coal, which muft neceflarily
be lefs obftruéted and moft free by the natural direc-
tion of both winds and currents.

The north-weft wind, which blows almoft conftant.
ly in winter, and very often in fummer, frequently
raifes violent ftorms within the bay itfelf, which is ren.
dered ftill more dangerous by the number of thoals that
are found there. Happily, however, {fmall groups of
iflands are met with at different diftances, which are
of a fuflicient height to afford a fhelter from the ftorm,
Befide thefe fmall Archipelagoes, there are in many
places large piles of bare rock. Except the Alga Ma-
rina, the bay produces as few vegetables as the other
northern f{eas. - :

Throughout all the countries furrounding this bay,
the fun never rifes or fets without forming a great |
cone of light ; this phenomenon is fucceed by the Au- |
rora Borealis, which tinges the hemifphere with co-
loured rays of fuch brilliancy, that the fplendour of
them is not effaced even by that of the full moon.
Notwithftanding this, there is feldom a bright {ky.

In f{pring and autumn, the air is always filled with

thick fogs, and in winter, with an infinite number of
{mall icicles. ' Though the heats in the {ummer be ra-

- ther confiderable for fix weeks or two months, there is

feldom any thunder or lightning, owing, no doubt to
the great difperfion of the fulphureous exhalations,
which, however, are fometimes fet on fire by the Au-
rora Borealis ; and this light flame confumes the barks
of the trees, but leaves their trunks untouched.

One of the effe@s of the extreme cold or fuow that
prevails in this climate, is that of turning thofe ani-

- mals white in winter, which are naturally brown ot

grey. Nature has beftowed upon them all, {oft, long,
and thick furs, the hair of which falls off as the wea-
ther grows milder. In moft of thefe quadrupeds, the
feet, the tail, the ears, and generally fpeaking all thofe
parts in which the circulation is flower, becaufe they
are the moft remote from the heart, are extremely |
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 fhort. + Wherever they happen to be fomething long- 5 o

e, they are proportioiably well covered. Utider this XV

gloomy fky, all liquors become folid by freezing, and
_ break the veffels they are in. Even piiit 'of wine

lofes its fluidity. - It is not uncommon to fee frag.
ments of large rocks loofened and detached from the
great mafs, by the force of the fioft. All thefe phe-
fnomena, common enough during the whole winter,
are much more terrible at the new and full moon,
which in thefe regions has' an influence upon the wea-
ther, the caufes of which are not known.
" In this frozen zone, iron, lead, copper, matble, and
a fubftance refembling fea:coal, have been difcovered.
- Inv other refpeés, the foil is extremely barren. Fx-
cept the coafls, which are for the moft part marthy,
afid produce a little grafs and fome foft wood ; the
reft of the country affords nothing' but very high mof,
- and a few weak fhrubs very thinly fcattered.

This deficiency in nature extends itfelf to every
thing.  The human race are few in number, and there
are fcarce any perfons above four feet high. ' Their
heads bear the fame enormous proportion to the reft
of their bodies, as thofe of children do, The {mall--
nefs of theirfeet makes them awkward and tottering
in their gait.  Small hands and a round mouth, which
in Europe are reckoned a beauty, feem almoft a de-
formity in thefe people, becaufe we fee nothing here
but the effe@s of a weak orgamization, and of a cold
climate, that contra@s and refirains the pririciples of
growth, and is fatal to the progrefs of animal as well
@ of vegetable life.  All the men, even the youngeft
of them, though they have neither hair nor beard,
have the appearance of being old. This is partly oc-
 Cafioned from the formation of their lower lip, which
‘B thick, flefhy, and projeding beyond the upper.
Such are the Efguimaux, who inhabit not only the
C0aft of Labrador, from whence they have taken their
~ hame, but likewife all that tract of country which ex-
tends from the point of Belleifle to the moft northern
- Parts of America, ;
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The inhabitants of Hudfon’s Bay have, like the

"XVIL Greenlanders, a flat face, with {hort.but. not flattened

nofes, the pupil yellow, and.the iris black. . Their
women have marks of deformity peculiar to their fex,
among others very long and flabby breafts.  This de-
fect, which is not natural, arifes from their cuftom of
giving fuck: to their children till they are five or fix .
years old. . As they often carry them at their backs,
the children pull their mothers breafts forcibly, and
almoft fupport themfelves by them.

It is not true that there are hordes of the Efqui-
maux entirely black, as has been fuppofed, and then
accounted for ; nor that they live under ground. How
{hould they dig into a foil, which the cold renders
harder than ftone? - How is it poflible they fhould
five in caverns where they would be infallibly drown-
ed by the firft melting of the fnows?

It is, however, certain, that they {pend the winter

under huts haftily built with flints joined together
with cements of ice, where they live without any
other fire but that of a lamp hung in the middle of
the fhed, for the purpofe of drefling their game and
the fith they feed upon. The heat of their blood,
and of their breath, added to the vapour arifing from
this {mall flame, is fufficient to make their huts as hot
as ftoves. :
_ The Efquimaux dwell conftantly in the neighbour-
hood of the fea, which fupplies them with all their
provifions.  Both their conftitution and - complexion
partake of the quality of their aliment. The fleth of
the feal is their food, and the oil of the whale is their
drink, which produces in them all an olive complexion,
a firong {mell of fifh, an oily and tenacious fweat, and
{ometimes a fort of fcaly leprofy. This is, probably,
the realon why the mothers have the fame cuftom as
the bears, of licking their young ones.

Thefe people, weak and degraded by nature, ar
notwithftanding moft intrepid upon a fea that is con-
{tantly dangerous. In boats made and fewed toge-
ther like Yo many Borachios, but at the fame time -
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fo well clofed that it is impoflible for the water to pe-B 0 0 K
netrate them, they follow the thoals of herrin gs through XV

the whole of their polar emigrations, and attack the
whales and feals at the peril of their lives. One {troke
of the whale’s tail is fufficient to drown a hundred of
them, and the feal is armed with teeth to devour thofe
he cannot drown ; but the hunger of the Efquimaux
Is fuperior to the rage of thefe monfters. They have
an inordinate defire for the whale’s oil, which is ne-
‘ceffary to preferve the heat in their ftomachs, and de-
- fend them from the {everity of the cold. Indeed,
whales, men, birds, and all the quadrupeds and fith
of the north are fupplied by nature with a quantity
of fat which prevents the mulcles from freezing, and
the blood from coagulating.  Every thing in thefe
- arctic regions is either oily or gummy, and even the
trees are refinous. efoi7
~ The Efquimaux are, notwithftanding, {ubjec to two
fatal diforders, the fcurvy and the lofs of fight. The
continuation of the {nows on the ground, joined to

the reverberation of the rays of the fun on the ice,

dazzle their eyes in fuch a manner, that they are al-
moft conftantly obliged to wear fhade$ made of very
thin wood, through which fmall apertures for the light
are bored with fith-bones. Doomed to g fix-months
night, they never fee the fun but obliquely, and then
it feems rather to blind them than to give them light.
Sight, the moft delightful bleffing of nature, is a fatal
gift to them, and they are generally deprived of it
When young. ; | -
A ftill more cruel evil, which is the fcurvy, confames
them by flow degrees. It infinuates itfelf into their
blood, changes, thickens, and impoverifhes the whole
‘mafs. The fogs of the fea, which they infpire, the
denfe and inelattic air they breathe in their huts, which
®Xclude all communication with the ‘external air, the

‘tontinued and tedious ina&ivity of their long winters,

amode of life alternately roving and fedentary ; in a
Word, every circumftance ferves to increafe this dread.

ful illnefs 5 which in a little time becomes contagious,
) Uiy
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5 o o x and fpreading itfelf throughout their habitations, is
XVIL  glfo probably entailed upen their. pofterity.

“———  Notwithftanding thefe inconveniences, the Efquis
maus is {o pafionately fond of his country, that no
inhabitant of the moft favoured fpot umder heaven.
quits it with more reludtance than he does his frozen
deferts. One of the reafons of this may be, that he
finds it difficult to breathe in a fofter and more tem-
perate climate. The fky of Amfterdam, Copenhagen,
and London, though conftantly obfcured by thick and
fetid vapours, is too clear for an Efguimaux. Per-
haps too, there may be fomething in the change of
life and manners ftill more unfavourable to the health
of f{avages than the climate. It is not impofiible but
that the delights of an European may be poifon to
the Efquimaux.

Such were the inhabitants of the country difco-
vered in 160y by Henry Hudfon, who had employed
himfelf in fearching for a north-weft paffage to enter
into the South Sea. This intrepid and able navigator,
in 1611, was going through, for the third time, thefe
{traits, which were before unknown, when his bafe
and treacherous crew placed him, with feven of the
failors who were animated with the fame {pirit, in a
very flight boat, and left him, without either arms of
provifions, expofed to all the dangers both of fea and
land. The barbarians, who refufed him the necef-
faries of life, could not, however, rob him of the ho-
pour of the difcovery; and the bay which he firft

: found out will ever be called by his name.

The miferies of the civil war which followed foon

: after, had, however, made the Englifh forget this di-

flant country, which had nothing to attract them. A

fucceflion of more quiet times had not yet induced

* them to attend to it, when Grofeillers and Radiffon,

two French Canadians, having met with fome difcon-

tent at home, informed the Englith, who were efi

gaged in repairing the mifchiefs of difcord by trade,

of the profits arifing from furs, and of their claim to
the country that furnifhed them, Thofe who pro-
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pofed this undertaking fhowed fo much ability, thats o o x
they were intrufted with the execution of 'it; and the XVIL
firft eftablithment they formed fucceeded fo well, that =
it furpaffed their own hopes as well as their promifes.
This fuccefs alarmed the French, who were afraid,
and with reafon, that moft of the fine furs which they
got from the northern parts of Canada, would be
carried to Hudfon’s Bay. Their alarms’ were con-
firmed by the unanimous teftimony of their Coureurs
~ de Bors, whe, fince 1656, had been four times as far
| as the borders of the ftrait. ‘It would have been an
~ ¢ligible thing to have gone by the fame road to at-
- tack the new colony ; but the diftance being thought
too confiderable, notwithftanding the convenience of
the rivers, it was at length determined that the eRpEl
 dition fhould be made by fea. The fate of it was
trufted to Grofeillers and Radiffon, who  had been
eafily prevailed upon to renew their attachment to
~ their country. : &
- Thefe two bold and turbulent men failed from Que-
bec in 1682, in two veflels ill equipped; and on their
 arrival, “finding themfelves not ftrong enough to at.
tack the enemy, they were contented with ereting a
fort in the mneighbourhood of that they defigned to
have taken. From this time there began a rivalthip
- between the two companies, one fettled at Canada,
the other in England, for the exclufive trade of the
- bay, which was conftantly kept up by the difputes it
occafioned, 'till at laft, after each of their fettlements
. had been frequently taken and recovered, all hoftili-
ties were terminated by’ the treaty of Utrecht, by
which the whole was ceded to Great Britain.
- Hudfor’s Bay, properly fpeaking, is only a mart
for trade, The feverity of the climate having deftroy-
- ed all the corn fown there at different times, has fruf-
trated every hope of agriculture, and confequently of
population. Throughout the whole of this extenfive
~ coaft, there are not more than ninety or a hundred
| Doldiers, or factors, who live in four bad forts, of which
York fort is the principal. Their bufinefs is to receiye
| U i
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8 0 o k the furs brought by the neighbouring favages in ex-
XVil. change for merchandife, of which they have. been
taught the valye and ufe. e
Though thefe {kins be. much more valuable than

thofe which are found in countries not {o far north,

yet they are cheaper. The favages give ten beaver

fkins for a gun, two for a pound of powder, one for

four pounds of lead, one for a hatchet, one for fix

knives, two for a pound of glafs beads, fix fora cloth

coat, five for a petticoat, and. one for a pound of

fnuff. Combs, looking-glaffes, kettles, and brandy,
fell in proportion. As the beaver is the common mea-
fure of exchange, by another regulation as fraudulent,

as the firft, two otter fkins and three martins are re-

quired inftead .of one beaver. Befide this oppreflion,,

which is authorifed, there is another which is at leaft
tolerated, by which the favages are conftantly defraud-

ed in the quality, quantity, and meafure of what is

- given them, and by which they lofe about one third of

the value. YNGR i

From this regulated fyftem of impofition, it is eafy

to guels that the commerce of Hudfon’s Bay 1s a mo-
nopoly. -The capital of the Company that is in pof-

feflion of it was originally no more than 241,500 livres
[ 10,002l 10s.], and has been fucceflively increafed tg
2,380,500 [99,1871. 10s.]. « This capital brings them

in an annual return of forty or fifty thoufand {kins of
beavers or other a2nimals, upon which they make fo
exorbitant a profit, that it excites the jealoufy and cla-

mours of the nation. Two-thirds of thefe beautiful

furs are either confumed in kind in the three kingdoms,

or made ufe of in the national manufactures. The reft

are carried into Germany, where the nature of the cli-

mate makes them a valuable commodity. |

Whether  But it is neither the acquifition of thefe favage
g:;{:g‘e’e 2 riches, nor the ftill greater emoluments that might be
from Hud- drawn from this trade, if it were made free, which
fon’s Ba7 1 haye alone fixed the attention of England, as well as
dies. that of all Europe, upon this frozen continent. Hud-
fon’s Bay always has been, and is ftill looked upon a
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the neareft road from Europe to the Ea{’:vIndiés; andB 0 0 ¥

to the richeft parts of Afia.

Cabot 'was the firft who eéntertained an idea of a g

north-weft paflfage to the South Seas ; but his difco=
veries ended at Newfoundland. | A fter 'him tollowed
a multitude of Englith navigators, many of whom had
the glory: of ‘giving their names to favage coafts which
no smortal had: ever wvifited before.  Thefe bold and
memorable. expeditions were more ftriking than really
ufeful. - The moft fortunate of them did not furnifth a
fingle idea: relative tothe obje@ of purfuit: The
Dutch, lefs. frequent in their attempts; and who pur-
fued ' them with lefs ardour; were of courfe not more
| fuccefsful;aaqd the whole began tobe treated as a
chimera,’ when the difcovery of Hudfon’s Bay rekind-
led all the hopes that were nearly extinguifhed.

~From this tinme the attempts were renewed ‘with
freth ardour.. | Thofe that had been made: before in
vain by the mother-country, whofe attention was en-
grofled by her own inteftine commotions, were pur-~
fued 'by ‘New England, whole ‘fituation-was more fa-
wvourable ‘to the enterprife. i+ Still, however, for {fome
time ‘there were more voyagés undertaken than difco-
veries made. - The'nation was a long time kept in fuf: .
‘penfe by the contradiory accounts received. from the
adventarers:; While: fome maintained the poffibility,
fome the probability, and others afferted the cértainty
of the paffage’; the-accounts they gave; inftead  of
clearing up the point,: involved it in ftill greater dark-
- nefs. Indeed; thefe accounts: are fo full of obfcurity
and  confufion; they are filent upon {fo'many impor-
tant ciréumftances, and they difplay fuch vifible marks
oflignorance and'want-of veracity, that, however im-
patientwe may 'be: of détermining the queftion, it is
mpoflible to build any thing like a folid judgment up-
~ onteftimonies o fufpicious: <At length, the famous
expedition: of 1746 threw fome kind of light upon: a
point ‘which had, remained enveloped in-darknefs for
two centuries paft. - But aipon what grounds have the
later: navigators entertained  better hopes? What are
U 1y
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B 0 0 k the experiments on which they found their conjec.
RVAE - tures® , iAoy adsindd i
Let us proceed to give an account of itheir argu.
ments. There are three facts in‘natural kiftory, which
henceforward ‘muft be taken for granted. ‘The firft is,
that the' tides come from the ocean, and that they ex-
tend more or lefs into the other feas, in proportion as
their: channels communicate 'with the' great refervoir
by large:or finaller openings; from whence it fol.
lows, that this periodical motion either doth not'exift,
or is foarce perceptible in'the Mediterranean, m the
Baltic; and other gulfs of the fame nature. “A fecond
matteroof- fa@  is; that the tides-are much laterand
much weaker dn-places moreremote from the ocean,
than 'in thofe rwhich are nearer to it. The third fact
is, that wiolent winds, which blow in‘a direction with
the ‘tides;“tnake them tife-above their ordinary boun-
daries 3 amd that thofe which blow in aicontrary di
rection retard their motion;'at the fame time that they
dinsinifhithemdinedl. oo »adiotol awo 19 vd O
From thefe principles it ismoft certain that if Hud-
fon’s Bdy. were no mote than'a gulf enclofed between
two continents; and had no communication but with
the Atlantic; the tides in:it would be very inconfiders
able'y ithey would: be 'weaker in proportion as they
were [fusther rémoved fromy the foutce, and would be
much ‘lefoftrong” wherever they raniina contrary di-
redlion’to the wind, ' Bugit i proved by obfervations
made ‘with' the greatelt’ {killnand precifion; that ‘the
tides “are wery high throuwghout the whole'bay. Itis
certain that they are higher towards thebottom of the
bay than even in the Rrait sitfelf, ‘or at'leaft in'the
neighbourhood of it..>t isicproved;  that ‘even :this
height increafes wheneverthe wind blows from a cor-
ner oppofite| to the firait ; it fs therefore certain, that
Hudfon’s Bay ‘has a eommunication’ with the ocean,
befide that which has been already found out.
"Thofe who have endeavoured to explain thefe very
friking fads; by fuppofinga communication of Hud-
fon’s with Baffin’s Bay, or with Davis’s Straits, are evi-
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dently in an error.’ They would not feruple toreje@ s o o k.
this opinion, for which, indeed, there is'no real foun- XViL
dation, if they only confidered that the tides are much
 fower in Davis’s Sgraits: and ‘in- Baffin’s Bay, than in
Hudfon’s. o isluesy bas x $oed Bogo
But if the tides’in Hudfon’s Bay can come neither
from the Atlantic ocean; noy from any other northérn
fea, in which they are conftantly much weaker) it fol= -
Jows that they muft have their originiin the South Sea.
And this is ftill further apparent from another leading
fat, which is, that the highefl tides ever obferved up-
o thefe icoafts are always occafioned by the north-
welt ‘'winds, ‘which blow diredtly againft the mouth of
8 Booiminh s 2100w Sige doi g0 - ebedd g
~ Having thus determined; ‘as much:as the nature of
the fubject will permit, the exiftence of this paffage,
b long and foovamly wifhed for, the next point is, to
find ‘out ih wwhat part of the bayrit is'to be expeted.
Tiom counflidering every circumitance, we are induced

| think that the attempts,” which have been hitherto
mades without seither’ choice ‘or ‘method; ought tobe
lireGted towards Welcome Bay, ion the weltern coaft.
lirt? the tbatvom! of the fealis'to be feen there atithe
lepth of abouteleven fathom, which is ‘on evidens fign
that the watetscomes! from fome bééan; as fich a ¢rani-
 Jtency could oot sexiftin waters difcharged frony Ti-
s, or'in melted fnow:ov ratnsisSecondly, the curk
rits keep ' this ' place alwaysiifiee from'ice, while all
lieSreft' of the sbay:is coveredwith it and their wio-
ice cannot e accounted forybut: by fuppofing ‘them

b come from fome weftern fed. ~ Laftly; the whales,
which towards' the latter end of autama always'go in

| Bacchy of the swarmeft’ climates, are found: in/great

| tundance -in thefe parts towards the end of ' the {um-
Mer, which would feem ‘to indicate 'that there!isan
outlet for them from thence to the South Seas, not o
e northern oceans oo . A0S

At is probable that the paflage is very thort. ~All
lle riyers that empty themfelves on the weftern coaft -
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3 0 o k of Hudfon’s Bay are {mall and flow, which feers to
XVIL  prove that they do not come from any'diftance, and
"~ that confequently the lands which feparate the two
{eas are of a {mall extent. . This argument is ftrength.
ened by the height and regularity of the tides. Where.
ver there is .no other difference between:the times of
the ebb and flow;; but that which is occafioned by the
retarded progreflion: of the moon in her return to the

whence thofe tides come is very near. If the paffage
be fhort, and not very far to the north, as every thing
{eems to promife, we may alfo prefume that it is not
very difficult. The rapidity of the currents obfervable
in thefe latitudes, which prevents any flakes of ice
from continuingithere, cannot but. give fome weight
to this conjeure; no/liv o @

The difcovery that ftill remains 'to be made is of o
much impertance and wtility, that it would be folly to
neglect the purfuit of 'it. - It is confiftent with the in-
tereft, as well as-the dignity of Great Britain, that
thefe attempts fhould be purfued, either till they fue-
ceed, or till the impoflibility, of {ucceeding fhall be
demonftrated. The wefolution which they have taken
in 1745, of promifing a confiderable reward to the ns-
vigators who thould fucceed. in this great projec; dif-
plays their wifdom even in their generofity, but is not
fill fuflicient to attain the end that is propofed.  The
miniftry of England muft know, that the efforts of in-
dividuals: will not fiicceed, till the trade of Hudfon's

~ Bayi be entirely laid.open. = It ought to be made fiee
on every account, and particularly, becaufe the term
of the grant given by Charles IL; has been expired for
a long time, and hath never been legally prolonged.
The  Company in whofe hands the trade is; fince the
year 1670, not fatisfied with negle@ing the objec of
their inftitution, by taking no fteps towards the difco-
very of a north-weft paffage, have even exerted their
utmoft efforts to thwart the defigns of thofe who, either
from love of glory or from other motives, have been

meridian, it is.a;certain fign that the ocean from

Pt D S e o CAY PR ) et gt et

e e DS e o e e G i e TR

D Ry b e

3%



0f

IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. I 315§

| impelled to this undertaking.,  Nothing can alter thats o o &

fpirit of 1niquity which conftitutes the effence of mo- ¥V
sopoly. y : LR . by

o el

| Perbaps we thould, however, confine ourfelves chief- Hath the -

o . ¢ ¢ LA paflag
ly to the northern feas, in order to difcover this long-Fo 554

yihed-for paflage. About two centuries ago, a report &n’;BEYIm
yas fpread that there exifted one fomewhere elfe, which gic hoen
was fometimes defcribed  under the name of Anian. PfOPCI'lcsi'
The Spaniards, who were not yet acquainted with the for?
pifage from Gape Horn to the South Seas; and who

got there only by the Straits of Magellan, which were
dreaded on account of the frequent thipwrecks that
happened there, ‘eagerly laid hold of this popular opi-

pion. . They fitted out five expeditions, as expenfive

wthey were ufelefs; and the refult of which was, that

Europ.q: was undeceived with refpe@ to this fabulous
gecount, which the Spaniards themfelves were accufed
of having propagated, in order to divert other nations

 fiom the defign of feeking a paffage towards the north.

This ftate of inaction did not; it is faid, laft long.
The court of Madrid being informed that New Eng-
lind was preparing, in.1636, a new expedition, to dif-
tver a paflage through the Frozen Sea, likewife or~
dered one to be fitted out at Peru; in order to meet

| thefe navigators. Admiral Fuentes, who was intrufted:
with this expedition, fet out from Callao, with four

thips, towards the middle of the year 1640. | He ra-
pdly overcame all the obftacles which nature oppofed:
to his operations, and arrived himfelf in Hudfon’s Bay,
while his lieutenants penetrated into Davis’s Straits,
ad into the fea of Tartary, at the extremity of Afia.

After the difcovery of thefe three paffages, the fmall

leet yery happily regained the South Sea, from whence
ithad fet out. It hath been pretended, that the coun-
dlin India had myfterioufly concealed the knowledge

0 this event from the nations, and that they had fup-

prefled, with the greateft care, all the accounts which

Might one day revive the memory of it. The Spani-

atds, in their turn, affirm, that the expedition of Fu-
fites and the difcovery are both equally chimerical ;
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B 0 o kand there can beno doubt but that they are entirely | |
XA pphecoighits i v ; ot | ;

It is very poflible that the writing§ recently publiff.
ed upon this fubject have excited a laudable curiofity,
The government of Mexico, animated with the {ame

fpirit which begins to ftimulate the mother-country, |

difpatched, on the 13th of June 1973, a frigate, de-
ftined to reconnoitre America at the higheft degree of
latitude pofiible.. The perfons on board this fhip per
ceived the coaft at 40, 49, and even at 55 degrees 43
minutes; precifely at the fame place where Captain
Tichivikow had difcovered it upon his firft expedition
- from Kamtfchatka. The fhip entered into the port of
Saint Blas, to take in frefh provifions, and then re.
commenced its cruifes. It canfcarce be ‘doubted, but
that the defire of gaining information with refpe& to
the North-weft Pafiage was the principal defign of all
thefe labours. , B it
After {o many fruitlefs attempts, if fome navigator
fhould ‘appear, whofe ftrong mind rifes fuperior to‘eve.
ry, fenfe: of ‘danger ; who fears not to encounter the
greateft ‘and moft wvarious hardfhips, and whole pa-
tience cannot be ‘exhaufted by the ‘duration of them:
if fuch a one fhould be animated with the fenfe of glo-
1y, the only principle which makes men regardlefs of
life,” and excites them to:great undertakings: if he
thould be a well-informed man, fo-as to underftand
what he fees, and a:mamn of veracity, {o as to relate no-
thirig but what he hath{een; his refearches will, per-
haps; be crowned with better fuccefs.
-+This extraordinary’ man hath ‘appeared in the pet-
fon ‘of Captain Cook :1'that navigator, who is fo mueh
beyond all his. competitors, is gone for Otaheite. From
thence the is to proceed to the north of California, there

to feek for the north-weft paflage. He will have, for |

the purpefe of effe@ing this difcovery, many advan-
tages denied to thofe mavigators 'who have gone by the
way of Hudfon’s Bay, or of the neighbouring latitudes
1f this celebrated paffage thould fill remain concealed,

theugh it be fought for with all his refolution and fkill, |
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it muft be concluded, either that it doth not exift, ors 0 0 &
(hat it is not given to man to difcover it. poit 2

-
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‘But how inconceivable is the viciffitude of all hu-
man affairs ; how perpetual the fway of deftiny, which
thwarts or favours, retards or accelerates, ftops or {uf-
gends our enterprifes! Cook, whom nature had en-
dowed with the genius and intrepidity neceflary for
estraordinary actions ; whom a generous and enlight-
ened nation had provided with all the means that can
enfure fuccefs ; whofe fhip, a young monarch, convin-
cd undoubtedly that virtue attends upon the progrefs
of knowledge, had given orders to refpet, and to al-
it during the courfe of hoftilities, as in time of full
peace ; Cook, who had failed over an immenfe extent

| of fpace, and whofe labours were now drawing near

toan end, lofes his life by the hands of a favage. The
nan whofe remains fhould have been depofited by the
fide of kings, is buried at the foot of a tree, in an ifland
‘lmoft unknown.

‘Should his {ueceflor Captain Clerke, who purfues
his projects, at length difcover this paflage, which hath
been fo obftinately fought for, and thould it prove ealy
to fail through it, the conne&ions between Europe and
the Eaft and Weft Indies will become more animated,
more' conftant, and more confiderable. Both the
Straits of Magellan and Cape Horn will be entirely
leferted, and the Cape of Good Hope much lefs fre-
quented.
~ Thefe revolutions, which may affet Hudfon’s Bay
in fo palpable a manuer, will never change the deftiny
of Canada, conquered from France in 1760.

- This colony was divided, during the {pace of four StateofCa«
Jears, into three military governments. Civil and cri- e
minal caufes were tried at Quebec and at Trois Rivi- under the
ties, by the officers of the army ; while at Montreal, vy
thefe nice and important functions were intrufted to Britain-
the citizens. They were both equally ignorant of the

lws: and the commandant of each diftriét; to whom
inappeal lay from their fentences, was not better.in«

fomed,
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B 0 0 K A new fyftem wds eftablithed in the year 1964 §

XVIL

Canada was difmembered of the coaft of Labrador,

plain, and of all'the {pace to the fouth of the forty.
. fifth degree of latitude, which was added to New

York ; and of the inymenfe territory to the weft of |

Fort Golette, and of the lake Niffiping, which was
put under no government. The remainder, under the

title of the province of Quebec, was fubje to one go. |

VErnor.

At the fame period the colony. was put under the |

laws of the admiralty of England ; but this innovatiog
was hardly perceived, becaufe it fcarce interefted any

but the conquerors, who were in pofieflion of all the |

maritime trade. (

Greater attention was paid to the eftablifliment of
the code of criminal laws adopted in England. This |

was one of the moft valuable prefents Canada could

poflibly receive. :
Before that time, a culprit, whether guilty or only

fufpected, was immediately feized, thrown into prifon, |
and-queftioned, without being ' made acquainted either |

with his crime or with his accufer, and without being
allowed ‘the liberty of feeing either his relations or
friends, or of applying to council.  He was made to
{wear that he would tell the truth, that is to fay, ac-
cufe himfelf; and to complete thele abfurdities, his
teftimony was difregarded. ' H
ttempts were then made to embarrafs him with
captious qiteftions, which an impudent and guilty per-
fon could more readily anfwer, than an innocent man
in'confufion. | One might have faid, that the function
of a judge was nothing more than the fubtle art of
finding out culprits. ~The prifoner was not confront-
ed with thofe who depofed againft him, till the inftant
before the judge pronounced either his releafe, ora
delay of"pafling fentence, for the purpofe of obtaining
more ample information, or the punithment of torture
+ orideath. In cafe of releafe, the innocent man obtain-

which was united to Newfoundland ; of lake Cham. |

ed no indemnity ; while, on the other hand, the fen-
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| tence of deatb was always followed by conﬁfcatlon BOO K

for fuch, 1n abridgment, is the mode of criminal pro-
| el in France. “The Canadians foon underftood, and
fenfibly felt, the value of a legiflation which removed
gl thefe evils.

The civil code of Great Britain did not glve equal

’fansfa&lon Its ftatutes were comphcated obfcure,

and numerous ; they were written in a language which

_was not then familiar to the conquered people. Inde-

pendent of thefe confiderations, the Canadians had liv-
ed one hundred and fifty years under another kind of

adminiftration, which they were attached to by birth,

by education, by cuftom, and perhaps alfo: by a kind

of pational pride. They could not, therefore, but ex-
perience great uneafinefs at feeing a change in the rule
of their duties; and in the bafis of their property. If
difcontent was not carried fo far as to difturb public

tranquillity, it was becaule the inhabitants of this re«
gion had not yet loft that fpirit of blind obedience

‘which had {o long directed all their actions; it is be=

caufe the adminiftrators and magiftrates who had been
given to them, were conftantly deviating from their

mftructions, in order to come as near as poflible to the
cuftoms and maxims which they found eftablithed.

The parliament was aware that this arrangement

,could not be lafting.  They fettled, that, on the firft ‘

of May 17755 Canada fhould. recover its firft limits:

Cthat it thould be governed by its former juri{prudence,
and by the criminal and maritime laws of England:

that the free exercife of the Catholic religion fhould
be allowed ; and that this kind of worfhip thould ne-

| ¥er.be an obftacle to any of the rights of the citizen:
that ecclefiaftical tithes, and the feudal obligations,

Which had been fo fortunately difufed fince the time

of the conqueft, thould recover their former influence.

A council, appointed by the king, might annul thefe

#lrangements, and exercife every kind of power, ex-

oept that of levying taxes. This council was to' con-

fift of twenty-t*nec perfons, promifcuouily chofen from
2

w
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B 0 o x among the two nations, and fubjected only to take ar
XVIL  gath of allegiance. 1543

Y ‘This ariftocracy, which was very variable, and ep.
tirely of a new caft, was generally difliked. The an.
cient fubjeéts of Great Britain lately fettled in this
new pofleflion, were exceedingly diffatistied at having
part of their rights taken from them. The Canadians,
who began to know the value of liberty, and who had
been flattered with the hopes of being under the En.
glilh government, found themfelves, with grief, de.
ceived in their expectations. It is probable that the
court of London itfelf had not a more favourable opi.
nion of this meafure. This kind of arrangement had
been fuggefted to the government by the difcontent
which was already known to prevail in moft of their
provinces of the New World. It may be prefumed
that they will retra¢t when circumftances and policy
will admit of it. ,

But yet what became of Canada during the cowdl
of thofe too rapid revolutions that have happened in
the government ? '

Its population, which the events of war had fevere.
ly decreafed, hath arifen to one hundred and thirty |
thoufand fouls, in the fpace of fixteen years. The |
province hath not been indebted to new colonifts for
this increafe. There has fcarce arrived a fufficient
number of Englifthmen, to replace one thoufand o
twelve hundred Frenchmen who had quitted it at the
conqueft. This fortunate event hath alone been pro-
duced by peace, by eafly circumftances, and by 2 mul-
tiplication of ufeful labours. )

The firft years of tranquillity have ferved to extti
cate the colony from that kind of chaos into which it
had been plunged by a deftruétive and unfortunate
war. Thefe events have foon been fucceeded by im-
provements.

Stockings, lace, coatrfe linens, and common fiuff
had for a long time been manufadiured at Canada
Thefe manufactures have been extended but not im

3
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4 - proved.  The two latter muft remain in this ftate ofs 00K
. degradation till they are taken out of the hands of XViL -
{ women, who are alone employed in them, as well as ™

in others more fuitable to their fex.
. The beaver and fur trade hath not diminiflied, as it -
was apprehended. It hath even rather increafed, be-
caufe the Canadians, more aCtive than their neigh-
bours, and better {Killed in treating with the favages,

- have fucceeded in reftraining the intercourfe between
| Hudfon’s Bay and New York. Befides, the value of
 the furs is doubled in Europe, while the price of the
~ articles which are given in exchange is but a little en-
~ hanced.

|  Though the feas in the neighbourhood of Canada
| abound in fifh, the Canadians have feldom frequented ~
~ them. The natural obftacles which render them averf{e
. from navigation, alfo difguft them of fithing. The

cod fithery, however, formerly attempted at Gaipé

~and at Mont Louis ; that of the falmon and of the
feal, eftablifhed upon the coaft of Labrador, have made
‘fome progrefs fince the conqueft. The whale fithery
| hath even been attempted, but not with fufficient fuc-
. cefs to be continued. - It will undoubtedly be revived,
when an increafe of failors and of knowledge, and per-
| haps when gratuities, properly beftowed, thall have le-
| velled every difficulty.
-« The cattle have increafed, and yet there is no meat
- falted, except for the internal confumption, and for the

.| exterior navigation of the colony. Some of thefe falt
| provifions will {foon be fent to the Weft Indies, in the

| lame manner as horfes now are ; which, though {mall,
are indefatigable.
~ The culture of flax, hemp, and tobacco, hath vifi-
| blyincreafed. That of corn hath particularly engaged
| the attention of the colony. In 1770, it began to fut-
aith flour to the Weft Indies, and feeds to Italy, to
- Portugal, to Spain, and even to England; and this
EXportation increafes continually.
L In 1769, the produ@ions fold to foreigners amount-
| € £0 4,077,602 livres 7 fols 8 deniers [about 169,900l.
X

Vol. I,
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B 0 0 k 28, 44.]. They were carried off by about feventy vef.

XVIL

fels from Old or New England, feveral of which came
with their ballat only. The others breught to the
colony rum, molafles, coffee, and {ugar, from the Weft
Indies ; falt, oil, wine, and brandy, from Spain, Italy,
and Portugal ; and ftuffs, linens, and houfehold furni-
ture, from the mother-country. Canada is properly
in pofleflion of no other thips except thofe which are
neceffary for the internal confumption; a dozen of
{mall veflels, which are employed in the feal fithery;
and five or {ix, which are fent to the Antilles. The
conftruction of veffels, far from having been more fre-
quent, hath diminifhed fince the conqueft; and it is
to the dearnefs of labour, in which more hands are
employed, that this change, which it was not natural
to expe&, muft be attributed.

This inconvenience hath not prevented the colony
from becoming richer than it was under another do-
minion. Tts debts have been entirely paid fince the
year 1772, and it hath no paper currency. Its fpecies
increafes daily, both by the multiplication of its com-
modities, and by the expences of government. Befides
what Great Britain hath expended for the troops, the
civil adminiftration of Canada cofts the country an-
nually 625,000 livres [26,0411. 13s. 4d.], while it re-
ceives only 225,000 livres [9375l.] from the duties
which it hath impofed, in 1765, 1772, and 1773, on
the wines, brandy, rum, molafies, glafs, and colours.

_ The extent of Canada, the fertility of its foil, the
falubrity of its climate, fhould feem to invite it to a
great degree of profperity ; but this is impeded by
powerful obftacles. This region hath only one river
for its exports and imports, and even this is blocked
up by ice, fo as not to be navigable during fix months;
while heavy fogs render the navigation of it flow and
difficult throughout the reft of the year. Hence it
will happen, that the other northern colonies which
have the fame productions as this colony, and have
not finiilar obftacles to furmount, will always have 8
decided advantage over it, for the large fifheries, and
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for the navigation to the Weft Indies and to Europe.s 0 0 k
In this refpect the ifland of St. John is more fortunate. XVit.
ly circumftanced. ,

When the Englith took poffeflion of the ifland of What is be-

St. John, fituated on the Gulf of St. Lawrence, they f{l’;‘;;;"o }"c
had the bad policy to expel from thence more than st John, of
three thoufand Frenchmen, who had lately formed :ﬁ;%fﬁ;;e
fettlements there. No fooner had the property of the Breton,
iland been enfured to the conqueror by treaties, than i g
the Earl of Egmont was defirous of becoming mafter fubject to
of it. He engaged to furnifh twelve hundred armed g:,f,ﬁ;‘f"h
men for the defence of the colony, provided ‘he were ment?
permitted to cede, on the fame conditions, and in
mefne fee, fome confiderable portions of his territory.
Thefe offers were agreeable to the court of London ;
but by a law which was made at the memorable pe-
riod of the reftoration of Charles II. the granting of
the domains of the crown upon the ftipulation of a
military fervice, or of a feudal homage, had been for:
- bidden. The lawyers determined that this flatute af.
fected the New as well as the Old World, and this de-
cifion fuggefted other ideas to government.

The long and cruel ftorm by which the globe had
been agitated was appeafed.  Moft of the officers who
had fealed the triumphs of England with their blood,
were unemployed, and without fubfiftence.. It was
imagined to divide the foil of St. John among them,
upon condition that, after ten years of free enjoyment,
they thould annually pay to the treafury, as they do
in moft of the provinces of the continent of America,
2 livres 10 fols 4 deniers and a half [about 2s. 12d.]
for every hunlired acres they fhould poffefs. Very
few of thefe new proprietors intended to fettle in thefe
diftant regions ; very few of them were able to furnifh.
the fums neceflary for clearing a portion of land of
~ any extent. Moft of them ceded their rights, for a
greater or lefs time, and for a rent more or lefs mode.
fate, to fome Irithmen, and efpecially to fome Scotch
Highlanders. The number of colonifts doth not yet

X ij
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5 0.0 K amount to twelve hundred ; who are employed in the
XVIL ood fithery, and in cultures of different kinds. They

have no intercourfe with Europe, but trade only with
Quebec and with Halifax.

Till 1472, St. John depended upon Nova Scotia.
At this period it formed a feparate ftate. It obtained
a governor, a council, an affembly, a cuftom-houfe,
and an admiralty. Port la Joie, which is now called
Charlotte Town, is the capital of the colony.

An ifland of fo fmall an extent fcarce appeared
worthy of the importance it acquired by favours which
we cannot account for. ~ In order to give a kind of
veality to this fettlement, the iflands of Magdalen, in. |
habited by a few perfons employed in the cod fithery,
and in catching fea-cows, were annexed to it'; as was
alfo Cape Breton. which was formerly famous, but

‘which hath loft its importance by ‘its change of go-
vernment. Louifbourg, the terror of Englifh America

not twenty years ago, is now no more than a heap of
yuins. The four thoufand Frenchmen who had been
difperfed after the conqueft, by an unjuft and ill-
judged miftruft, have only been replaced by five or
fix hundred men, who are more engaged in fmuggling
than in fithing. ~ Even the coal mines have no longer

“been attended to.

Thefe mines are very abundant at Gape-Breton, are
eafily worked, and are in fome meafure inexhauftible.
Under the former pofleflors a great confufion prevail-
ed in them, which the new government have wifhed
to prevent, by referving the property to them{elves,
in order to cede it only to thofe who fhould have fuf-
ficient means to render it ufeful. Thofe who will en-
gage in this undertaking, with the funds requifite, will
find an advantageous mart in all the weftern iflands of

" America, and even upon the coafts, and in the ports

of the northern continent, where the dearnefs of wood
is already experienced, and where it will be ftill more
fenfibly felt every day. This fpecies of induftry would
form a trade to the colony, which would be ever in-
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creafing ; and it would even extend to fifheries, buts o o k

not to that degree as ever to render them equal to
thofe of Newfoundland.

This ifland, fituated between 46 and 52 degrees of Defcription

north latitude, is feparated from the coaft of Labrador

only by a channel of moderate breadth, known by foundland.

the name of Belleifle Straits. It is of a triangular
form, and fomething more than three hundred leagues
in circumference.  We can only {peak by conjecture
of the inland parts of it, on account of the difficulty”
of penetrating far into it, and the apparent inutility of
fucceeding in the attempt.  The little that is known
of it is, that it is full of ‘very fteep rocks, mountains
covered with bad wood, and fome very narrow and
fandy valleys. Thefe inacceflible places are ftocked
with deer, which multiply with the greater eafe on ac-
count of the fecurity of their fituation. Neo favages
have ever been {feen there except fome Efquimaux,
who come over from the continent in the hunting
feafon. The coaft abounds with creeks, roads, and
harbours ; is fometimes covered with mofs, but more
commonly with {fmall pebbles, which feem as if they
had been placed there by defign, for the purpofe. of

~ drying the fith caught in the neighbourhood. In all

the open places, where the flat ftones reflect the fun’s

1ays, the heat is exceflive. The reft of the country is

entirely cold ; lefs {o, however, from its fituation, than
from:the heights, the forefts, the winds, and above all,
the vaft mountains of ice which come out of the north-
ern feas, and fix on thefe coafts. The tky towards the
northern and weftern parts is conftantly ferene, but is
much lefs fo towards the eaft and fouth, both of thefe
points being too near the great bank, which is enve-
loped in a perpetual fog.

Newfoundland was" difcovered in 149%, by John
Cabot, a Venetian ; but this difcovery was not pur-!
fued. At the return of this great navigator, England
was too much taken up with its difputes with Scot-

land, to give any ferious attention to {fuch diftant if- havefettled
at New- ‘

terefts.
X 1ij
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B 0 o k  Thirty years afterwards, Henry VIIL fent two fhips
XVIL ¢4 take a more particular furvey of the ifland, which
" had as yet been only perceived. One of thefe fhips
was loft upon thofe favage coafts, and the other re-
turned to England without having acquired any in.
formation. : ‘

Another voyage, undertaken in 1536, was more
fuccefsful. The adventurers, who had undertaken it
with the afliftance of government, informed their coun-
try that a great quantity of cod-fith might be caught
at- Newfoundland. = This information was not entirely
ufelefs : ‘and foon after, fome fmall vefiels were fent
from England in the {pring, which returned in autumn
with their whole freight of fifh, both falt and dried.

At firft, the territory which was requifite to prepare
the cod-fith belonged to the firft perfon who feized
upon it. This cuftom proved a perpetual fource of
difcord. Sir Thomas Hampfhire, who was fent by

" Queen Elizabeth, in 1582, into thefe latitudes with
five fhips, was authorifed to fecure to every fitherman
the property of that portion of the coaft which he
chole.

This new arrangement multiplied the expeditions
to Newfoundland to fuch a degree, that, in 1613, two
hundred and fifty Englifh veffels were {een upon thofe
coafts, the lading of which amounted in all to fifteen
thoufand tons. = All thefe veffels had failed from Eu-
rope. It was not till fome years after that fixed habi-
tations were formed there, which gradually occupied,
on the eaftern coaft, the fpace that extends from Con-
ception Bay to Cape Ras. Thofe who were concern-
ed in the fithery being forced, both from the nature
of their employment and that of the {oil, to live at a
diftance from each other, opened paths of communi-
cation through the woods. Their general rendezvous
was at St. John’s, where, in an excellent harbour,
formed between two mountains at a very fmall di-
flance from each other, they met with privateers from
the mother-country, who fupplied them with every
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-peceflary article, in exchange for the produce of theirs o o &

fithery.

The French had turned their views towards New-
foundland before this profperity of the Englifh trade.
They pretend even that they have frequented the
coafts of this ifland fince the beginning of the fixteenth
century. This period may be too remote ; but it is
certain that they frequented them before the year
1634, when they obtained, according to the account
of their rivals, from Charles I. the liberty of fithing in
thefe latitudes, on the condition of paying him a duty
. of five per cent. But this tribute, which was equally
burdenfome and humiliating, was {oon after taken off.

However this fact may be, the truth of which is not
afcertained by any record, it is proved, that, towards
the middle of the {eventeenth century, the French
went annually to Newfoundland. They did not, it is
true, fith on the weftern coaft of the ifland, though, as
it made part of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, it was un-
derftood to belong to them ; but they frequented in
great numbers the northern part, which they had call-
ed Le Petit Nord. Some of them had even fixed upon
the fouthern part, where they had formed a kind of
town upon the Bay of Placentia, which united all the
conveniencies that could be wifthed for to obtain a
fuccefsful fithery.

Among all the fettlements with which the Euro-
- peans have covered the New World, there is none of

the nature of that of Newfoundland. The others have
generally been the deftruction of the firft colonifts they
“have received, and of a great number of their fuccei-
ors ; this climate, of itfelf, hath not deftroyed one
fingle perfon ; it hath even reftored firength to fome
of thofe whofe health had been affeéted by lefs whole-
fome climates. The other colonies have exhibited a
feries of injuftice, oppreflion, and carnage, which will
for ever be holden in deteftation. Newfoundland a-
lone hath not offended againft humanity, nor injured
the rights of any people. The other fettlements have
yielded productions, only by receiving an equal value
' X i

XVIL
w
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the depths of the waters riches formed by nature a-
16ne, and which furnith fubfiftence to feveral countries
of both hemifpheres.

How much time hath elapfed before this parallel
hath been made ! Of what importance did fifh appear,
when compared to the money which men went in
fearch of in the New World ? It was long before it
was underftood, if even it be yet underftood, that the
reprefentation of the thing is not of greater value than
the thing itfelf ; and that a fhip filled with cod, and a
galleon, are veflels equally laden with gold. There is
even this remarkable difference, that mines can be ex-
haufted, and that the fifheries never are. Gold is not
reproduced, but the fith are {o inceflantly.

The wealth of the fifheries of Newfoundland had |

made fuch a fmall impreflion upon the court of Ver-
{ailles in particular, that they had not even thought
of thofe latitudes before 1660 ; and that even then,
they took no further notice of it, than to deftroy the
good which had been done there by their {ubjeds
without their fan&ion. They gave up the property
of Placentia Bay to a private man named Gargot ; but

this rapacious man was driven away by the fithermen,

whom he had been allowed to {poil. The miniftry did
not perfift in fupporting the injultice of which they
had been guilty ; and neverthelefs the oppreflion of
the colony was not diminithed. The laborious men,
whom neceflity had united upon this barren and fa-
vage land, being now drawn out of that fortunate
oblivion in which they had remained, were perfecuted
without intermiffion by the commanders who fucceed-
ed each other in a fort which had been conftruéted.
This tyranny, by which the colonifts were prevented
from acquiring that degree of competency that was
neceflary to enable them to purfue their labours with
fuccefs, muft alfo hinder them from increafing their
numbers. The French fifhery, therefore, could never
profper fo well as that of the Englith.

- Notwithftanding this, Great Britain, at the treaty
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. of Utrecht, did not forget that her enterprifing neigh-s o o &
| pours, - fupported by the Canadians, accuftomed to XV
| fodden attacks, and to the fatigues of the chafe, had :
feveral times, during the~two laft wars, carried de-.
vaftation into her fettlements. This was {ufficient

to induce her to demand the entire pofleflion of the
ifland ; and France; exhaufied by her misfortunes, re-

folved to make this facrifice ; not, however, without
referving to themfelves not only the right of fithing on

one part of the ifland, but alfo on the Great Bank,
‘which was confidered as belonging to it.

The fith for which thefe latiutdes are {o famous is Itis the
the cod. The length of this fith does not exceed Soil ..
three feet, and is often lefs ; sbut the fea does not pro- ;\f;ﬂdefrs .
duce any with mouths as large in proportion to their 1ang of ime.
fize, or who are {o voracious. ~Broken pieces of earth- Phe
en ware, iron, and glafs, are often found in their bel- face of this
lies. 'The ftomach, indeed, does not, as has been ima- 5?523’;’;33;
gined, digeft thefe hard {ubftances, but by a ' certain wandering
power of inverting itfelf, like a pocket, difcharges 3°d fation-
whatever loads it.. This fith would have been lefs™ "
voracious, if its flomach had not been capable of be-
ing inverted. Its organization makes it indifferent with
refpet to the nature of the fuftenance it feeds upon.

‘The conformation of the organs is the principle of ap-
petite in all the living {ubftances in the three natural
kingdoms.

The cod fith is found in the northern feas of Eu-
rope. . The fifhery is carried on there by thirty En-
glith, fixty French, and 150 Dutch veflels, which, ta-
ken together, carry from 8o to 100 tons burden.

Their competitors are the Irith, and above all, the
Norwegians, The latter are employed, before the
fithing feafon, in colle@ting upon the coaft, the eggs
of the cod, which is the ufval bait for pilchards.
They fell, communibus annis, from twenty to twenty-
two thoufand tons of this fifh, at nine livres [#s. 6d.]
per ton. If markets could be found for it, it might
be taken in greater quantity : for an able naturalift,
Who has had the patience to count the eggs of one -




330 ‘HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B 0 o x fingle cod, has found 9,344,000 of them. This boun.

XVIL  ty of nature muft be ftill more confiderable at New.

"—"'_'foundland, where the cod fith is found in infinitely
greater plenty.

The fith of Newfoundland is alfo more delicate,
though not {fo white ; but it is not an obje of trade |
when frefh, and only ferves for the food of thofe who
are employed in the fithery. When it is falted and
dried, or only falted, it becomes a ufeful article to a
great part of Europe and America. That which i
only falted is called green cod, and is caught upon the
great bank. s

This bank is one of thofe mountains that are form-
ed under water by the earth which the fea is conti-
nually wafthing away from the continent. Both its
extremities terminate fo much in a point, that it is
difficult to affign the precife extent of it, but it is ge-
nerally reckoned to be 160 leagues long, and go broad.
Towards the middle of it, on the European fide, is
a kind of bay, which has been called the Ditch.
Throughout all this fpace, the depth of water is very
different ; in fome places there are only five, in others
above fixty fathom. The fun fcarce ever fhows itfelf
there, and the fky is generally covered with a thick
cold fog. The waves are always agitated, and the
winds always high about this {pot, which muft be ow-
ing to this circumftance, that the fea being irregular-
Iy driven forward by currents, bearing fometimes on
one fide, and fometimes on the other, ftrikes with im-
petuofity againft the borders, which are*every where
perpendicular, and is repelled from them with equal
violence. This is moft likely to be the true reafon,
becaufe on the bank itfelf, at a little diftance from
the borders, the fituation is as tranquil as in a harbour,
except when a violent wind, which comes from a
greater diftance, happens to blow there.

From the middle of July to the latter end of Au-
guft, there is no cod found either upon the Great fl
Bank, or any of the [mall ones near it, but all the | ¢
reft of the year the fithery is carried on, X
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IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES,

< Previous to their beginning the fithery, they builds 0 o x
a gallery on the outfide of the fhip, which reaches XViL
from the main-maft to the ftern, and fometimes the

whole length of the veffel. This gallery is furnifhed
with barrels, with the tops beaten out. The fither-
men place themfelves within thefe, and are fheltered
from the weather by a pitched covering faftened to
the barrels. = As foon as they catch a cod they cut
out its tomgue, and give the fith to one of the boys,

10 carry it to a perfon appointed for the purpofe, who

mmediately ftrikes off' the head, plucks out the liver
and entrails, and then lets it fall through a fmail
hatchway between the decks ; when another man takes
itand draws out the bone as far as the navel, and then
lets it {ink through another hatchway into the hold,
where it is falted and ranged in piles. The perfon
who falts it takes care to leave falt enough between
gach row of fith, but not more than is {ufficient to
prevent ‘their touching each other, for either of thefe
crcumftances neglected would {poil the cod.

But it is a well-attefted phenomenon, that the cod
fifhery is fcarcely begun before the fea becomes oily,
grows calm, and the barks are feen floating upon the
furface of the waters as upon a polithed mirror. The
fime effet is produced by the oil which runs from a
whale when it is cut to pieces. A fhip newly tarred
appeafes the fea under it and round the veflels which

are pear'it. In 1756, Dr. Franklin, going to Louif-
bourg with a great fleet, obferved that the way of twe

thips was remarkably fmooth, while that of the others
Was agitated ; upon afking the captain the reafon of
this, he was told that this difference was occafioned
by the wathing of the kitchen utenfils, Dr. Frank-
ln was not fatisfied with this reafon, but foon found
out the truth of it by a feries of experiments, by
Which he difcovered that a few drops of oil, the whole
of which, united together, would {carce have filled a
fpoon, quieted the waves at more than a hundred toifes
Giftance, with a celerity of expanfion as marvellous as
its diviﬁon, {
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"B o0 o0x It appears that vegetable oil is more efiicacious than |

V- animal oil. The calm which is produced by this i | .

reckoned to laft two hours out at fea, where this ef.

fect requires the effufion of a confiderable quantity of

oil. The facrifice of a few barrels of this fluid hath | .

faved fome great veflels from fhipwreck, with which | :

they were threatened by the moft dreadful tempeft. = | |

Notwithftanding an infinite number of authentic | |

fadts, itis as yet doubtful whether oil,’or in general |

all fat {fubftances, whether fluid or {eparated, have the |

property of lowering the height of the waves. ' They | |

appear to have no effect but againit the breakers. (

It is faid that the {ea breaks when it rifes very high | ¢

in foaming, and in forming as it were columns of wa. |

ter which fall down again with great violence. When |

the fea is high, the waves afcend, but follow each other | |

regularly, and the fhips give way without dangerto | !

this motion, which feems to carry them up to the fkies |

or down to the infernal regions.  But when the waves {

are violently agitated by winds which blow in contrary } !

directions, or from fome other caufe, thisis not the { |

b cafe. Two thips clofe enough to fpeak are fuddenly | !

: hid from each other’s fight. A mountain of water rl

rifes between them, which when it comes to break | |

and fall upon them, is {ufficient to dath them to pieces. |

This ftate of the fea is not a common one. Onemay | |

fail a long time without being expofed to it. But if § !

the ufe of oil fhould preferve but one fingle veflel § !

among the multitude of thofe which cover the ocean {
in a great number of years, the importance of this

ealy fuccour would ftill be very confiderable.

The fithermen of Lifbon, and thofe of the Bermu-
das, reftore calm and tranlparency to the fea witha
little oil, which immediately puts a ftop to the irregu-
larity of the rays of light, and enables them to per-
ceive the filh. The modern divers, who go in fearch
of pearlsin the bottom of the fea, accuftom themfelves,
in imitation of the ancients, to fill their mouths with
oil, which they throw out drop by drop, in proportion
as the darknefs conceals their prey from them. Some
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| of them guels at the prefence of the fhark, or at thes o o k

gbundance of the herring, in thofe places where the
{fea offers them a calm not to be found in the ‘neigh-

-~ pouring latitudes. Some perfons attribute this to the

oil which makes its efeape from the body of the her-
ting ; others fay that it is prefled out of the herring
by the teeth of the thark while he is devouring that
fifh. - The fame method is ufed fometimes to difcover
the points of rocks concealed by the agitation of the
waves, fometimes to reach land with lefs danger.’ For
this :purpofe fome fulpend-behind their boats a parcel
of inteftines filled with the fat of the Fulmar or Petrel,
a bird which throws up in its natural ftate the oil of
the fith upon which it feeds, Others, inftead of this ufe
a jar turned upfide down, from which the oil drops
gradually through an opening made in the cork., The
terrible element, therefore, which hath {eparated con-
tinents from each other ; which deluges whole coun-

tries 3 which - drives animals and men - before it, and

which will one' day encroach upon their dwellings,
may be appeafed in its wrath, if a feather dipped in
oil be pafled over its furface. = Whosknows what may
be the confequence of this difcovery, if we may give
that name to a piece of information, the knowledge
of which cannot be difputed with Ariftotle or Pliny?
If a feather dipped in oil can fmooth the waves, what

‘will not be the effe of long wings conftantly mouit-

ened with this fluid, and mechanically adapted to our

fhips?

. »This idea will not fail of exciting the ridicule of
our fuperficial-minded men ; but it is not for fuch
that I write. - We treat popular opinions with too
much' contempt. We decide with too much hafte on

 the poffibility or impofiibility of things. In our opi-
mion of Pliny the naturalift, we have pafled from one
" extreme to the other. Our anceftors have granted

too much to Ariftotle, while we perhaps have denied
him more than it became men, the moft informed

| among whom hath not fufficient knowledge either to
| approve or contradict his book on ‘Animals. = This dil-

Wy
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B 0 o xdain might perhaps be excufed in'a Buffon, a Day. |

XVIL  benton, or a Linnzeus ; but it always excites our in.

" dignation when we meet with it in him, who, depart. |

: ing from his' own {phere, and negle@ing fame which |

offers itfelf to him, in order to run after that which

flies from him, fhall venture to decide upon the merit

of thefe men of genius, ‘with . peremptorinefs which

would difguft us, if even it were fupported by the moft
firiking and leaft conteftible claims.

According to natural right, ‘the fithery upon the
Great Bank ought to have been common to all man.
kind ; notwithftanding which the two powers that had
formed colonies in North America, have made very
little difficulty of appropriating it to themfelves. Spain,
who alone could have any claim to it, and who, from
the number of her monks, might have pleaded the
neceflity of afferting it, entirely gave up the matter at
the laft peace, fince which time the Englifh and French
are the only nations that frequent thefe latitudes.

In 1773, France fent there five veflels, which form.
ed nine thoufand three hundred and feventy-five tons,
and the crews of which confifted of fixteen hundred
and eighty.eight men. Two millions one hundred
and forty-one thoufand cod fith were caught, which
produced one hundred and twenty-two hogfheads of
oil ; the entire produce was fold for 1,421,615 livres
[59.2331. 19s. 2d.]. ;
~ The fifheries of the rival nation were much more con-
fiderable. Few of thofe who were employed in it had
come from Europe. Moft of them came from New-
England, Nova-Scotia, and from the ifland of New-
foundland itfelf. Their veffels were fmall, eafily ma-
naged, rifing little above the furface of the water, and
not liable to be ftrongly affected by the winds or the
agitation of the waves. Thefe veflels were manned
with failors more inured to fatigue, more accuftom-

~ed to bear cold, and more ufed to ftri& difcipline.
They carried with them a bait infinitely fuperior t0
that which was found upon the fpot. Their fifhery
was therefore infinitely fuperiox to that of the French;
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 put as they had lefs opportunities of getting rid of thes o o k
green cod than the latter, the greater part of the fith Z*VIL

which they caught was carried to the neighbouring
coafts, where it was converted into dried cod.
. This branch of trade is carried on in two different

ways. That which is called the wandering fithery be-

longs to veflels which fail every year from Europe to
Newfoundland, at the end of March, or in April. As
they approach the ifland, they frequently meet with a
quantity of ice, driven by the northern currents to-
wards the fouth, which is broken to pieces by repeat-
ed thocks, and melts fooner or later at the return of
the heats. Thefe portions of ice are frequently a
league in circumference ; they are as high as the lof-
tieff mountains, and extend above {fixty or eighty fa-
thom under water. When joined to {maller pieces,
they {fometimes occupy a {pace of a hundred leagues
m length, and twenty-five or: thirty in breadth. In-
tereft, which obliges the mariners to come to their
landings as foon as poflible, that they may have their
choice of the harbours moft favourable to the fifhery,
makes them brave the rigour of the feafons and of the
elements, which are all in confpiracy againft human
induftry, The moft formidable rampart erected by
military art, the dreadful cannonade of a befieged
town, the terrors of the moft fkilful and obftinate fea-
fight, require lefs intrepidity and experience to en-
counter them, than thefe enormous floating bulwarks,
which the fea oppofes to thefe {fmall fleets of fithermen.
But the moft infatiable of all paffions, the thirft of gold,
formounts every obftacle, and carries the mariner acrofs
thefe mountains of ice to the {pot where the fhips are
to take in their lading. :
" The firft thing to be done after landing is to cu
wood, and erett or repair {caffolds. All hands are
employed in this work. When it is finifbed, the com-
pany divide ; one half of the crew ftays athore to cure
the fith, and the other goes on board in {mall boats.
The boats defigned for the fithery of the caplain carry
four men, and thofe for the cod three. Thefe lait

3
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B 0 0 & boats, of which there is the greateft number, fail before |
CVIL it s light, generally at the diftance of three, four, or |
~ five leagues from the coaft; and return in the evening
to the fcaffolds near the fea-fide, where they depofit. |
the produce of the day. ‘ . :
When'one:manhas taken off the cod’s head, and |
gutted it, he gives it to another, who {lices it, and puts |
it in falt, where it remains eight or ten days. After
it ‘has been well wathed, it is laid on gravel, where it
1s lefttill it is quite dry. © It is.then piled up in heaps,
and left for fome days todrain.. It is then again laid
on the:ftrand, where it continues:drying, and takes the
colour we fee it have in Europe. ; :

\ There are no fatigues whatever to. be. compared
with the labours of this fithery, which hardly leaves
thofe who work at it four hours reft in the night.. Hap-
pily; the falubrity of the climate preferves the health
of 'the people under fuch fevere trials ; and thefe la-
bours would be thought nothing of;, if they were bet- |{
ter rewarded by the produce. |
. But there are {ome harbours where the ftrand is at
fo great a diftance from the fea, that a great-deal of
time is loft in getting to'it 3 and others, in which the
bottom is of folid rock, and without vare¢, fo that the
fith do not frequent them. : There are others again,
where: the fifh grow yellow, from a mixture of frefh

- water with:the {alt ; and fome, in which it is fcorched
by the reverberation of the fun’s rays refle@ed from
. the mountains. - g
Even in the moft favourable harbours, the people
are not always fure of a fuccefsful fithery. The fifh
cannot abound equally in all parts: it is fometimes |
found to the north, fometimes to 'the fouth, and at
other times.in the middle of the coaft, according asit
is: driven by ‘the winds, or attradted by the caplain.
The fifhermen who happen to fix at a diftance from
the places which the-fith frequent, are very unfortu-
nate, for their expences are all thrown away, becaufe !
it is impoffible for them to follow the fith with all ! :
their neceflary apparatus.

N
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A&

~ The fithery ends about the beginning of September, s 0 o k
becaule at that time the fun has not power enough to *VI:
dry the fith ; but when it has been {uccefsful, the ma-
- nagers give over before that time, and make the beft
. of their way either to the Caribbee Iflands, or to the

- Roman Catholic ftates in Europe, that they may not
be deprived of the advantages of the firft markets,
which might be loft by an over-ftock.

In 1773, one hundred and four veflels, which com-
, | poled fifteen thoufand fix hundred and twenty-one
| tons, and which were manned by feven thoufand two
' hundred and fixty-three failors, were fent from the
ports of France for this fithery. Their labours weré -
; rewarded by a hundred and ninety thoufand one hun-
: dred and fixty quintals of fith, and two thoufand eight
- hundred and twenty-five hogtheads of oil. Thefe two
articles united produced 3,816,580 livres [1 59,0241
3s. 4d.}. %

But how hath it happened, that an empire, the po-
pulation of which is immenfe, and its coafts very ex=
tenfive; that a government which has fuch confider-
able demands, both for its provinces in Europe, and
for its colonies in the New World: how hath it hap-
pened, that the moft important of its fitheries hath
been reduced to fuch a trifle? This event hath been

 brought on by internal and external caufes.
~ The cod fith was for a long time overloaded with
| duties on its entrance into the kingdom, and other
| taXes were put uponits confumption. It was hoped
in 1764, that thefe grievances were going to ceafe.
| Unfortunately the council was divided; fome of its
| members objeted to the taking off of the duties from
the falt fith, becaufe other members had declared them-
lelves againft the exportation of the brandies made
from cyder and perry.. Reafon at length prevailed
over thefe objetions. 'The treafury confented, in
- 1773, to facrifice half of the duties which had till then
been required of this branch of induftry; and two
Years after they entirely gave up this inconfiderable
refource, _
- Vel V. X
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B ook Salt is a very principal article in the cod-fithery,

VIL This production of the fea and of the fun had arifen
to an exceflive price in France. 1In 1768 and 1770,
fithermen were allowed for a year only, and in 1774,
for an unlimited time, to purchafe their falt from fo.
reigners. This indulgence hath fince been refufed to
them, but it will be reftored. The miniftry will com-
prehend that its navigators will never employ, without
extreme neceffity, the falt of Spain and Portugal pre-
ferably to that of Poitou and Brittany, which 1s fo
much fuperior.

When the cod arrives from the north of America,

there remains between its feveral layers a confiderable
quantity of undiffolved falt. The farmers of the crown
made for a long time an abufe of the afcendant which
they had aflumed in the public refolutions, in order to
have this falt prohibited as ufelefs, and even danger-
ous. A century hath been wafted in {olicitations, and
in giving proofs of its utility, before the government
would allow it to be employed, as it is with great ad-
vantage, in the fifheries of the dried cod.
- Moft of the obftacles, therefore, which a power, not
fufficiently acquainted with its own interefts, oppofed
to its own profperity, are at length removed. Let us
fee what idea muft be formed of thofe which an odious
{pirit of rivalfhip hath given rife to.

Newfoundland had formerly two mafters. By the
peace of Utrecht, the property of this ifland was con-
firmed to Great Britain, and the fubjeéts of the court
of Verfailles preferved only the right of fifhing from
the Cape of Bonaviita, turning towards the north as
far as Point Rich. But this laft line of demarkation
was not found in any of the charts which had preced-
ed the treaty. The Englith geographer Herman Moll
was the firft who noticed it in.1715, and he placed it
at Cape Raye.

It was generally believed that it muft be {o, when,
in 1464, the Britifh miniftry pretended, upon the faith
of a letter from Prior, who had fettled the bufinefs of
the limits, and of a petition prefented to parliament,
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in 1716, by the Englith fithermen, that it was at fifty s 0 o &
degrees thirty minutes of latitude that Point Rich XV

ought to be fixed. The council of Louis XIV. im-
mediately agreed with an authority which they might
have contefted: but having themfelves difcovered in
their archives a manufcript chart, which had ferved in
the negotiation, and which placed Point Rich in forty-
nine degrees of latitude, upon the border, and to the
north of the bay of the Three Iflands, they demanded
for thefe claims the fame deference as they had thown
for thofe which had been prefented to them. This
~was reafonable and juft; and yet the French, who
ventured to frequent the contefted fpace, experienced
the difgrace and the lofs of having their boats confif-
cated. Such was the ftate of things, when hoftilities
were again renewed between the two nations. ' It is to
be hoped, that, at the enfuing peace, the court of Ver-
failles will obtain a redrefs of this firft grievance.

They will alfo undoubtedly attend to another, of
much greater importance. By the treaties of Utrecht
and of Paris, their fubjes were to enjoy the {pace
which extends between the Capes of Bonavifta and St.
John. Three thoufand Englifhmen have formed fixed
fettlements there at feveral periods, and have thus ne-
ceflarily kept off' the navigators who arrived annually
from Europe. France hath remonftrated againft thefe
ufurpations, and hath obtained, that the Britith mi-
niftry fhould order their fithermen to carry their adi-
vity elfewhere. This order hath not been carried into
execution ; nor could it be. Therefore, the court of
Verfailles have demanded, as an equivalent, the liber-
ty of fithing from Point Rich to the iflands of St. Pe-
ter and* Miquelon. This conciliatory plan appeared
likely to fucceed ; but the difturbances that have hap-
pened have thrown every thing into confufion; fo that
this is alfo an arrangement to be expected at the ap-
proaching peace.

- That peace will likewife enfure to the French navi-

gators the exclufive fithery of that part of Newfound-

land: which they are allowed to frequent. This right
Y ij
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B 0 0 k had not been contefted before the year 1763: the En- .
VI olifh had till then contented themfelves with going
there in the winter, in order to fith for feal ; they had
always finifhed their bufinefs, and quitted the diftrict,
before the {pring. At the above period, they began
to frequent the fame harbours which were formerly
occupied by their competitors alone. The court of
Verfailles muft have been reduced to the humiliation
of giving up the coafts of Labrador, Gafpé, St. John,
and Cape Breton, which abounded in fifh, before a
nation, too proud of its triumphs, could have ventured
to form this new pretenfion. Its admirals carried even
the infolence of viGtory {o far, as to forbid the French
fithermen to fith for cod on a Sunday, upon a pretence
that the Englith fifhermen abftained from catching
any on that day. We are authorifed to believe, that
the‘council of St. James’s did not approve of thefe en-
terprifes, fo palpably contrary to the {pirit of the trea-
ties. They were fenfible that the right which France
had referved to herfelf in ceding the property of New-
foundland, became elufive, if her fithermen could find
the places abounding in fith occupied by rivals, who,
being fettled upon the neighbouring coaft, were al-
ways {ure to arrive there firt. Neverthelefs, they de-
termined to {upport, that the enjoyment, in the ftriét-
eft fenfe, ought to be common to the two people.
They ought to have had more power and more cou-
rage than they were poflefled of, to bid defiance to
the clamours of oppofition, and to the complaints
which fuch a fyftein of equity muft neceflarily excite.
But they depended upon the weaknefs of Louis XV.,
and were not deceived. The circumftances of the
times, and the charaéter of his fucceflor, are totally
different ; this grievance will be redrefled, as well as
many others. It is not even impoffible, but that the
ftationary fifheries of this crown may receive fome aug-
mentation, . ' |
By ftationary fithery, we are to underftand, that |
which is carried on by the Europeans who have fettle- ‘
ments on thofe coafls of America where the cod is moft ;
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plentiful. It is infinitely more profitable than the wan- 5 o o &
dering fifhery, becaufe it is attended with much lefs XVIL
expence, and may be continued much longer. Thefe —

advantages the French enjoyed, before the errors com-
mitted by their government made them lofe the vaft
territories they had in thofe regions. All the fixed
eftablifhments left them by the peace of 1763, are re-
duced to the ifland of St. Peter, and to two iflands of
Miquelon, which they are not even allowed to fortify.

. Itis fimple and natural, that a conqueror thould ap-
propriate his conquefts to himfelf as much as he can,
and that he {hould weaken his enemy, while he ag-
grandizes himfelf; but he thould never leave fubfifting
permanent f{ubje&s of humiliation, which are of no
avail to him, and which inftil hatred into the hearts of
thofe over whom he hath triumphed. The regret we
feel on any lofs diminifhes and goes off with time.
The {enfe of (hame becomes daily more poignant, and
never ceafes. If an opportunity fhould offer of mani-
fefting itfelf, -it then breaks out, with a degree of fury
fo much the greater, as it hath been the longer con-
cealed. Powers of the earth, therefore, be modeft
with refpect to the terms which you impofe upon the
conquered people, in the monuments by which you
mean to perpetuate the memory of your fuccefs. It is
impoflible to fubfcribe with fincerity to an humiliat-
ing compact. There are already too many falfe pre-
tences and unjuit motives for the infringement of trea-
ties, without adding to them one {o legitimate and fo
urgent as that of fhaking off ignominy. Exa& only
in profperity, fuch facrifices as you would {ubmit to
without thame in adverfity. A public monument of
infult, and upon which an enemy who is crofling your
capital cannot turn his eyes without experiencing a
deep emotion of indignation, is a perpetual ftimulus to
revenge. If it were ever poflible, that one of the in-
fulted nations, in that public fquare called La Place
des Victoires, where they are all bafely loaded with

chains, by the moft abje¢t and moft impudent of all -

flatteries, fhould enter victorious into Paris, there is
Y iij
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B o o k no doubt but that the ftatue of the proud monarch
VUL who approved of this indifcreet homage would in an
inftant be pulled to pieces; perhaps even a {pirit of
refentment, for a long time ftifled, would reduce to
athes the proud city that exhibits fuch a monument,
You may appear crowned with victory, but you fhould
not fuffer that your foot thould be put upon the head
of your enemy. 1f you have been fuccefsful, confider
that you may experience a reverfe of fortune; and
that there is more difgrace in being one’s-felf obliged
to deftroy a monument, than glory in having ereéted
it. The Englifh would, perhaps, have withdrawn their
infpeétor from one of the ports of France, had they
known with what impatience he was {uffered there;
and how often the French have faid to themfielves,
Are we to {fubmit to this humiliation much longer?

St. Peter hath twenty-five leagues in circumference;
it hath a harbour where thirty {fmall veflels find a fafe
afylum, a road which is capable of containing about
forty fhips of all fizes, and coafts well adapted for the
drying of a quantity of cod. 1n 1473, it contained fix
hundred and four fixed inhabitants, and nearly an
equal number of failors pafled their time there in the
intervals of the fifheries.

The two Miquelons, lefs important in every refped,
had not more than fix hundred and forty-nine inhabi-
tants ; and only one hundred and twenty-feven foreign
filhermen remained there during the winter.

The labours of thefe iflanders, joined to thofe of
four hundred and fifty men, arrived from Europe up-
on thirty-five veflels, produced only thirty-fix thou-
fand fix hundred and feventy quintals of cod-fifh, and
two hundred and fifty-three hogfheads of oil, which
were fold for 805,490 livres [33,5621. 1s. 8d.].

This profit, added to 1,421,015 livres [59,2331. 19s.
2d.], which were got by the green cod caught on the
Great Bank, and to 3,816,580 livres [159,024l. 3s. 4d.]
produced by the cod dried at Newfoundland itfelf,
made the French fithery amount, in 1773, to the fum
of 6,033,685 livres [251,403l. 10s. 10d.].
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Of thefe three produdts, there were only that of St.5 0 0 &
Peter, and of Miquelon, which received any increafe X*VIL

in the following years. A

Thefe iflands are only three leagues diftant from the

fouthern part of Newfoundland. By the treaties, the

offeflion of the coatft is included in this extent. This
fpace fhould therefore have been in common, or di-
vided between the Englith and French fithermen, who
had an equal right to it; but force, which feldom at-
tends to the {uggeftions of equity, took every thing to
itfelf. Reafon, or policy, at length gave rife to more
moderate fentiments ; and, in 1776, an equal diftribu-
tion of the canal was agreed to. This alteration en-
abled St. Peter and the Miquelons to catch, the en-
fuing year, feventy thoufand one hundred and four
quintals of dried cod, and feventy-fix thoufand feven
hundred and ninety-four of green cod.

But this increafe did not enable France to fupply
the foreign markets, as it did twenty years before. Its
fithery was fcarce fufficient for the confumption of the
kingdom. Nothing, or fcarce any thing, remained for
its colonies, the wants of which were fo extenfive.

This important branch of commerce had pafled en-
tirely into the hands of its rivals, fince victory had
given to them the North of America. ‘They fupplied
the South of Europe, the Weft Indies, and even the
French iflands, with cod, notwithftanding the tax of
four livres [3s. 4d.] per quintal, with which it had been
loaded, in order to prévent its entry; and notwith-
ftanding a gratuity of thirty-five fois [1s. 53d.] per
hundred weight, granted to the national fithery. Great
Britain beheld, with great fatisfaction, that, befides the
confumptions in its feveral fettlements, this branch of
induftry yielded annually to its fubjeéts of the Old
and of the New World, a confiderable quantity of
fpecie, and a great plenty of commodities. ~This ob-
je& of exportation would have become {till more con-
fiderable, if at the time of the conqueft the court of
London had not had the inhumanity to expel from the

iflands of Cape Breton and St. John the Frenchmen
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1 8 0 0 k' who were fettled there, who have never yet been re.

| *VT_ placed, and poffibly never will be. The fame bad po-

, ~ licy had formerly been followed in Nova Scotia ; for
it is the property of the jealoufy of ambition to de-

! ftroy, in order to poflefs.

’ Sketchof - Nova Scotia, by which at prefent is underftood all

fff Va2 the coafts, of three hundred leagues in length, includ-

| Prench[et- ed between the limits of New England and the fouth
| Their con- COaft of the river St. Lawrence, feemed at firft to have
i b comprehended only the great triangular peninfula fi-
| 77 tuated about the middle of this vaft fpace. This pe-
ninfula, which the French called Acadia, is extremely
well fituated to ferve as an afylum to the fhips coming
from the Caribbee Iflands. It difplays to them, at a 1
diftance, a great number of excellent ports, where fhips §
i may enter and go out with all winds. There is a great
quantity of cod upon this coaft, and ftill more upon
{mall banks at the diftance of a few leagues. The ‘
neighbouring continent attrads attention by a few |
!
1

furs. Its arid coafts afford gravel for drying the fifh
upon, and the goodnefs of the inland grounds invites
| : to every {pecies of culture. Its woods are fit for ma-
ny purpofes. Though this climate be in the tempe- i
rate zone, the winters are long and fevere, and follow- ]
ed by fudden and exceflive heats, to which generally 1
fucceed very thick fogs, that laft a long time. Thefe :
circumftances make this rather a difagreeable country, . ]
though it cannot be reckoned an unwholefome one. 1
It was in 1604, that the French fettled in Acadia, I
four years before they had built the fmalleft hut in i
1

1

i

1

Canada. Inftead of fixing towards the eaft of the pe-
ninfula, where they would have had larger feas, an
ealy navigation, and plenty of cod, they chofe a fmall
i bay, afterwards called French Bay, which had none
| of thefe advantages. It has been faid, that they were :
| invited by the beauty of Port Royal, where a thoufand
| thips may ride in {afety from every wind, where there
[t 1s an excellent bottom, and at all times four or five fa- ‘]
thom of water, and eighteen at 'the entrance. It is !
more probable that the founders of this colony werg ,]
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led to choofe this fituation from its vicinity to thes o o K

countries abounding in furs, of which the exclufive
trade had been granted to them. This conjecture is
confirmed by the following circumftance: that both
the firft monopolizers, and thofe who fucceeded them,
took the utmoft pains to divert the attention of their
countrymen, whom an unfettled difpofition, or necef-
fity, brought into thefe regions, from the clearing of
the woods, the breeding of cattle, fifhing, and every
kind of culture, choofing rather to engage the induf-
try of thefe adventurers in hunting or in trading with
the favages.

The mifchiefs arifing from a falfe {yftem of admi-
niration, at length difcovered the fatal effe@ts of ex-
clufive charters. It would be inconfiftent with truth
and the dignity of hiftory to fay, that this happened
in France, from any attention to the common rights
of the nation, at a time when thofe rights were moft
openly v1olated Thefe facred rights, which only can
enfure the fafety of the people, while they give a fanc-
tion to the power of kings, were never known in
France. But in the moft abfolute governments, a {pi-
7it of ambition fometimes effects, what in equitable and
moderate ones is done from prmc1ples of juftice. The
minifters of Louis XIV. who withed, by making their
mafier refpectable, to reflect fome honour on them-
felves, perceived that they fhould not fucceed without
the fupport of riches ; and that a people to whom na-
ture has not given any mines, cannot acquire wealth
but by agriculture and commerce. Both thefe re-
fources had been hitherto precluded in the colonies
by the univerfal reftraints that are always impofed,
when the government interferes improperly in every
minute concern. Thefe impediments were at laft re-
moved ; but Acadia either knew not how, or was not
able, to make ufe of this liberty

This colony was yet in its infancy, when the fet-
tlement, which has fince become fo famous under the
name of New- England, was firft eftablithed in its
neighbourhood. The rapid fuccefs of the plantations

KNI




346

XVIL

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

'8 0 o k in this new colony did not much attrac the notice of

the French. ‘This kind of profperity did not excite
any jealoufy between the two nations. But when
they began to fufpect that there was likely to be 3
competition for the beaver trade and furs, they en.
deavoured to fecure to themfelves the fole property of
it, and were unfortunate enough to fucceed,

At their firft arrival in Acadia, they had found the
peninfula, as well as the forefts of the neighbouring
continent, peopled with {mall favage nations, who
went under the general name of Abenakies. Though
equally fond of war as other favage nations, they
were more fociable in their manners. ‘The miffiona.
ries ealily infinuating themfelves among them, had fo
far inculcated their tenets, as to make enthufiafts of
them. At the fame time that they taught them their
religion, they infpired them with that hatred which
they themfelves entertained for the Englith name,
'This fundamental article of their new worthip, being
that which made the firongeft impreflion on their
fenfes, and the only one that favoured their. paflion
for war, they adopted it with all the rage that was
natural to them. They not only refufed to make
any kind of exchange with the Englifh, but alfo fre-
quently difturbed and ravaged the frontiers of that
nation. Their attacks became more frequent, more
obitinate, and more regular, after they had chofen St.
Cafteins, formerly captain of the regiment of Carig-
nan, for their commander, who ‘was fettled among
them, had married one of their women, and conform-
ed in every refpect to their mode of life. ‘

When the Englith faw that all efforts, either to te-
concile the favages, or to deftroy them in their forefts,

were ineffectual, they fell upon Acadia, which they

looked upon, with reafon, as the only caufe of all

thefe calamities. Whenever the leaft hoftility took |

place between the two mother-countries, the penin-
fula was attacked. Unable to procuré any affiftance
from Canada, on account of its diftance, and having
but a feeble defence in Port Royal, which was only
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farrounded by a few pallifades, it was conftantly ta-8 o o h

ken. It undoubtedly afforded fome fatisfaétion to the ¥V

New-Englanders to ravage this colony, and to retard
its: progrefs ; but ftill this was not {uflicient to remove
the fufpicions excited by a nation always more for-
midable by what fhe is able to do, than by what fhe
jeally does. Qbliged as they were, however unwill-
ingly, to reftore their conquett at each treaty of peace,
they waited with impatience till Great Britain fthould
acquire fuch a fuperiority as would enable her to dif-
penfe with this reflitution. The events of the war
on account of the Spanifh fucceflion brought on the
decifive moment ; and the court of Verfailles was for
ever deprived of a poffeflion of which it had never
known the importance.

The ardour which the Englifh had fhown for the

France is

pofleflion of this territory did not manifeft itfelf after. compelied

wards in the care they took to maintain or to improve

- 4it. Having built a very flight fortification at Port

Royal, which they called Annapolis, in honour of Queen

Anne, they contented themfelves with putting a very

fmall garrifon init. The indifference thown by the
government was adopted by the nation, a circumftance
not ufual in a free country. Not more than five or
fix Englith families went over to Acadia, which flill
remained inhabited by the firft colonifts, who were
only perfuaded to ftay upon a promife made them of

never being compelled to bear arms againft their an-

cient country. Such was the attachment which the

French then had for the honour of their country.

Cherithed by the government, refpedted by foreign
nations, and attached to their king by a feries of pro-
iperities which had rendered their name illuftrious,
and aggrandized their power, they poffefied that pa-
triotic {pirit which is the effe@ of fuccefs. They e-
fleemed it an honour to bear the name of French-

“men, and could not think of foregoing the title, The

Acadians therefore, who, in fubmitting to a new yoke,

had fworn never to bear arms againft their former ftan-

dards, were called the French neutrals,

to cede Nog
va Scotiata

England.
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B 0 o k ~ What a powerful inducement is this example of af.
XVIL  tachment, as well as a multitude of others which have
N preceded and followed it, to the fovereign of France,
to exert himfelf inceflantly for the happinefs of fuch
a nation ; of a nation fo mild, fo proud, and fo gene.
rous? Treafon hath been fometimes the crime of an
individual, or of a particular fociety, but it was never
that of the fubjeéts in general. The French are the
people who know how to fuffer with infinite patience
the longeft and moft cruel vexations, and who demon-
firate the moft fincere, the moft firiking tran{ports
of gratitude, at the leaft token of the clemency of
their {overeign. They love and cherifh him; and
it depends upon him only to be adored by them. The
fovercign whom they fhould defpife would be the moft
contemptible of men; he whom they fhould hate
would be the worft of fovereigns. Notwithftanding
all the efforts that have been made, during a feries of
ages, to ftifle in our hearts the fentiment of patriotifm,
it exifts not, perhaps, among any people in a more
lively and energetic manner. Witnefs our mirth at
thofe glorious events, which,: however, will not re-
lieve our mifery. What thould we not be, if public

felicity were to fucceed to the glory of our arms?
There were twelve or thirteen hundred Acadians
fettled in the capital; the reft were difperfed in the
neighbouring country. No magiftrate was ever ap-
pointed to rule over them ; and they were never ac-
quainted with the laws of England. No rents or
taxes of any kind were ever exacted from them. Their
new fovereign feemed to have forgotten them ; and

they were equally firangers to him.

Mannersof  Hunting, which bad formerly been the delight of
e vk the colony, and might ftill have fupplied it with fob-

who re-

jmained fub- fiftence, had no further attra&ion for a fimple and
%fg}i",ﬁhe quiet people, and gave way to agriculture. It had
govern-  been begun in the marfhes and the low lands, by re-
;';egggf" pelling: the fea, and rivers, which covered thefe plains,

- with dykes. Thefe grounds yielded fifty times as much

as before, and afterwards fifteen or twenty times a$
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much at leat. Wheat and oats fucceeded beft ing o o &
{ them, but they likewife produced rye, barley, and XV
maize. There were alfo potatoes in great plenty, the ~

{ ufe of which was become common.

At the fame time the immenfe meadows were co-
vered with numerous flocks. = Sixty thoufand head of
horned cattle were computed there ; and moft of the
families had {everal horfes, though the tillage was car-
ried on by oxen.

The habitations, built entirely with wood, were ex-
tremely convenient, and furnifhed as neatly as a fub-
flantial farmer’s houfe in Europe. The people bred
a great deal of poultry of all kinds, which made a
variety in their food, which was in general wholefome
and plentiful. Their common drink was beer and
cyder, to which they fometimes added rum.

Their ufual clothing was in general the produce of
their own flax and hemp, or the fleeces of their own
fheep. With thefe they made common linens and
coarfe cloths. If any of them had any inclination
for articles of greater luxury, they procured them from
Annapolis or Louifbourg, and gave in exchange, corn,
cattle, or furs. ,

The neutral French had no other articles to difpofe '
of among their neighbours, and made fill fewer ex-
thanges among themfelves, becaufe each feparate fa-
mily was able, and had been ufed to provide for its
wants. They, therefore, knew nothing of paper cur-
rency, which was fo common throughout the reft of
{ North America. Even the fmall quantity of fpecie,
which had ftolen into the colony did not promote that
tirculation, which is the greateft advantage that can
be derived from it.

Their manners were of courfe extremely fimple.
Zl'here never was a caufe, either civil or ‘criminal, of
Importance enough to be carried before the court of
Judicature eftablithed at Annapolis.  Whatever little
differences arofe from time to time among them, were
amicably adjufted by their elders. All their public

o Bl cu . Ao, SO, Vg,
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B 0 0 K adls were drawn by their paftors, who had likewife

the keeping of their wills, for which, and their reli.
gious fervices, the inhabitants voluntarily gave them
a twenty-feventh part of their harvefts.

Thefe were plentiful enough to fupply more than a
fufficiency to fulfil every aé of liberality. Real mi.
fery was entirely unknown, and benevolence prevent.
ed the demands of poverty. Every mistortune was re.
lieved, as it were, before it could be felt; and good
was univerfally difpenfed, without oftentation on the
part of the giver, and without humiliating the perfon
who received. Thefe people were, in a word, a fo.
ciety of brethren, every individual of which was equal-
ly ready to give and to receive what he thought the
common right of mankind.

So perfect a harmony naturally prevented all thofe
connections of gallantry which are fo often fatal to
the peace of families. There never was an inflance
in this fociety of an unlawful commerce between the
two fexes. This evil was prevented by early mar-

riages ; for no one paffed his youth in a flate of celi- {

bacy. As foon as a young man came to the proper
‘age, the community built him a houfe, broke up the
lands about it, fowed them, and fupplied him with all
the neceflaries of life for a twelvemonth. Here he
received the partner whom he had chofen, and who
brought him her portion in flocks. This new family
grew and profpered like the others. They all toge-
ther amounted to eighteen thoufand fouls.

Who will not be affe¢ted with the innocent man-
ners, and the tranquillity of this fortunate colony?
Who will not wifh for the duration of its happinefs?
Who will not conftru&, in imagination, an impene-
trable wall, that may feparate thefe colonifts from.

their unjuft and turbulent neighbours? The calamities -

of the people have no period ; but, on the contrary,
the end of their felicity is always at hand. A long
feries of favourable events is neceffary to raife them
from mifery, while one inflant is fufficient to plunge

—
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hem into it. May the Acadians be excepted froms o o k
~ |iis general curfe. But, alas! it is to be feared that *VII
they will not. i
| Great Britain perceived, in 1749, of what confe-
quence the poffeffion of Acadia might be to her com-
merce. The peace, which neceffarily left a great
mmber of men without employment, furnifhed an op-
portunity, by the difbanding of the troops, for peo-
pling and cultivating a vaft and fertile territory. The
Britith miniftry offered particular advantages to all per-
fons who chofe to go over and fettle in Acadia. Eve-
iy foldier, failor, and workman, was to have fifty acres
of land for himfelf, and ten for every perfon he car-
tied over in his family. All non-commiffioned officers
were allowed eighty for themfelves, and 15 for their
yives and children ; enfigns 200 ; lieutenants 300 ;
ptains 400 ; and all officers of a higher rank 600 ;
together with thirty for each of their dependents.
The land was to be tax free for the firft ten years, and
never to pay above on livre two fols fix deniers {about
18] for fifty acres. Befide this, the government en-
gaged to advance or reimburfe the expences of paf-
hge, to build houfes, to furnith all the neceflary in-
{lruments for fithery or agriculture, and to defray the
txpences of fublfiftence for the firft year. Thefe en-
touragements determined three thoufand feven hun-
fred and fifty perfons, in the month of May 1749, to
f0 to America, rather than run the rifk of ftarving in
{furope.
it was intended that thefe new inhabitants fhould
frm a fettlement to the fouth-eaft of Acadia, in a
place which the favages formerly called Chebudo,
id the Englifh, Halifax. This fituation was prefer-
ted to feveral others where the {oil was better, for the
like of eftablithing in its neighbourhood an excellent
tod fifhery, and fortifying one of the fineft harbours
M America. But as it was the part of the country’
moft favourable for the chafe, the Englith were obli- o
ged to difpute it with the Micmac Indians, by whom ,
twas moft frequented. Thefe favages defended with
4 ‘
b
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B 0 0 K obftinacy a territory they held from nature; and i¢ |
XVI  was not without very great loffes that the Engliy §
" drove them from their pofleflions.

This war was not entirely finithed, when fome di.
fturbances began to break out among the neutral
French. Thefe people, whofe manners were {o fim-
ple, and who enjoyed fuch liberty, had already per.
ceived that their independence muft neceflarily fuffer §
fome encroachments from any power that fhould turn
its views to the countries they inhabited. To this ap.
prehenfion was added that of feeing their religion in
danger. Their priefts, either heated by their own en-
_thufiafm, or fecretly inftigated by the governors of
Canada, made them believe all they chofe to fay a.
gainft the Englith, whom they called heretics. This
word, which has fo powerful an influence on deluded
minds, determined this happy American colony to quit
their habitations and remove to New France, where .
lands were offered them. This refolution® many of
them executed immediately, without confidering the
confequences of it ; the reft were preparing to follow
as foon as they had provided for their fafety. The
Englith government, either from policy or caprice,
determined to prevent them by an a& of treachery,
always bafe and cruel in thofe whofe power gives them -
an opportunity of purfuing milder methods. Undera
pretence of exacting a renewal of the oath which they
had taken at the time of their becoming Englifh fub-
jeds, they called together all the remaining inhabi-
tants, and put them on board of thip. They were con-
veyed to the other Englith colonies, where the greater §
part of them died of grief and vexation rather than §
want.

Such are the effe@s of national jealoufies, and of the
rapacioufnefs of government, to which men, as well as
their property, become a prey. What our enemies §
lofe is reckoned an advantage, what they gain is look- §
ed upon as a lofs. When a town cannot be taken, it §
is flarved ; when it cannot be kept, it is burnt to afhes,
or its foundations razed. A fhip or a fortified town is

3
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furrender. .~ A defpotic government feparates its ene-
mies from its {laves by immenfe deferts, to prevent the
irruptions of the one and the emigrations of the other.
Thus it 1s that Spain has rather chofen to make a wil-
_ dernefs of her own country, and a grave of America;
than to divide its riclies with any other of the Euro-
pean nations. The Dutch have been guilty of every
public and private crime to deprive other commercial
nations of the fpice trade. They have frequently
thrown whole cargoes’into the fea rather than they
would fell them at a low price. France rather chofe
. to give up Louifiana to the Spaniards, than to let it
fall into the hands of the Englith ; and England de-
ftroyed the neutral French inhabitants of Acadia, to
prevent their returning to France. Can it be faid af-
 ter this, that policy and fociety were inftituted for the
happinefs of mankind? Yes, they were inftituted to
fcreen the wicked, and to fecure the powerful.
Since the emigration of a people who owed their
happinefs to their virtuous obfcurity, Nova Scotia  re-
~mained in a languid ftate. Envy, which had depopu-
lated this country, feemed to have fhed its baneful in-
fluence over it. The punifhment of injuftice fell at
leaft upon the authors of it. At laft a few unfortu-
. nate people were driven there by the various calami-
ties they experienced in Europe. They amounted in
1769 to twenty-fix thoufand ; moft of them were dif-
perfed, and were only collected in any number at Ha-
lifax, Annapolis, and Lunenbourg. This laft colony,
{ formed by Germans, was the moft flourifhing. It owed
. its improvements to that fondnefs for labour, to that
well-regulated economy, which are the diftinguifhing
charaderiftics of a wife and warlike nation, who, con-
' tenting themlelves with defending their own country,
- feldom leave it, except to go and cultivate diftricts
- which they are not ambitious of conquering.
. In the year 1469, the colony fent out fourteen vef-

XVIIL

il

Prefent:

ftate of No4

va Scotia.

. fels and one hundred and forty-eight boats, which tos

Vol V. ! Z

383
_ llown up, rather than the failors or the garrifon wills 0 o &




HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B 0,0 K gether amounted to feven thoufand three hundred and

twenty-four tons, and received twenty-two veflels and
one hundred and twenty boats, which together made
up feven thoufand and fix tons. They conftru@ed
three floops, which did not exceed one hundred and
ten tons burden. :
- Their exportation for Great Britain, and for the
other parts of the globe, did not amount to more than
720,850 livres 12 {ols g deniers [about 30,410l 8s.
rodal o

N?)twithﬁanding thefe encouragements, which the
mother-country had inceflantly beftowed upon this
colony, in order to accelerate its cultures, it had itfelf
borrowed 450,000 livres [18,7501.], for which it paid
an incereft of {ix per cent. It had not then any paper
currency, and hath not ufed any fince.

The troubles which at prefent agitate North Ame-
rica have not extended to Nova Scotia. It hath even
drawn fome advantages from them. Its population
hath arifen to forty thoufand fouls, by the arrival of
fome cautious or pufillanimous citizens who fled from
the horrors of war. The neceflity of fupplying the
wants of the Britifh armies and fleets hath occafioned
‘a great increafe of provifions. An immernfe quantity
of fpecie, circulated by the troops, hath given life to
every thing, and communicated a rapid motion to men
and things. :

Should the other colonies at length detach them-
felves from the mother-country, and fhould it retain
Nova Scotia, this province, which was very infignifi-
cant, will become very important. It is fupplied with
every advantage that may enfure its profperity. Its
paftures are proper for the breeding of cattle, and its
lands for the cultivation of corn, and efpecially for
the growing of flax and hemp. There arve few coafts
known to be (o favourable for large filheries ; and its
boats can with eafe perform feven voyages to the great
bank of Newfoundland, while thofe of New England
»<an only perform five, and with a great deal of diffi-
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culty. The Englith iflands will furnith it with a cer-5 0 o x
tain, eafy, and almoft exclufive mart for its merchan- XVIL.

dife.

There can be no fear of any invafion, becaufe Ha-
lifax, which was formely defended only by a few bat-
teries properly or improperly placed, is at prefent fur-
rounded by good fortifications, which may fill be in-
creafed.

New-England, like the mother-country, has figna- Foundation
lized itfelf by many a&s of violence, and has been ac- o New-

tuated by the fame turbulent {pirit. It took its rife in
troublefome times, and its infant ftate was difturbed
with many dreadful commotions. 1t was difcovered
in the beginning of the laft century, and called North-
Virginia ; but no'Europeans fettled there till the year
1608. The firft colony, which was weak and ill-di.
- tected, did not fucceed ; and for fome time after, there
were only a few adventurers who came over at times
~ in the fummer, built themfelves temporary huts, for
the {ake of trading with the favages, and, like them,
difappeared again for the reft of the year., F anaticifm,
which had depopulated America to the fouth, was de-
ftined to repeople it in the north. Some Englifh Pref-
~ byterians, who had been driven from their own coun-

try, and had taken refuge in Holland, that univerfal

alylum of liberty, refolved tc found a church for their
fect in the new hemifphere. They therefore purchaf-
- ed, in 1621, the charter of the Englith North- Virginia
Company ; for they were not reduced to fuch a ftate
of poverty, as to be obliged to wait till profperity be-
came the reward of their virtues. ’
On the 6th of September 1621, they embarked at
. Plymouth, to the number of 120 perfons, under the

guidance of enthufiafm, which, whether founded upon .

etror or truth, is always producive of great actions.

They landed at the beginning of a very hard winter,

and found a country entirely covered with wood,

Which offered a very melancholy profpe& to men al-

leady exhaufted with the fatigues of their voyage.

Near one half perithed either by cold, the fcurvy, or
WL
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B o o k diftrefs ; the reft were kept alive, by that ftrength of

'XVIL  charader which they had acquired under the perfecu-
tion of epifcopal tyranny. But their courage was be-
ginning to droop, when it was revived by the arrival
of fixty favage warriors, who came to them in the
fpring, headed by their chief. . Freedom feemed to
exult that fhe had thus brought together, from the
extremities of the world, two fuch different colonies;
who immediately entered into a reciprocal alliance of
friendfhip and protection. The old inhabitants af-
figned for ever to the new ones all the lands in the
neighbourhood of the fettlement they had formed un-
der the name of New-Plymouth ; and one of the fa-
vages, who underftood a little Englifh, ftaid to teach
them how to cultivate the maize, and inftruc them in
the manner of fithing upon their coaft.

This humanity enabled the colony to wait for the
companions they expetted from Europe, with feeds,
with domeftic animals, and with every affiftance they
wanted. At firft the {ettlement advanced but flowly,
fince, in 1629, it contained no more than three hun-
dred perfons: but the perfecution of the Puritans,
which increafed daily in England, haftened the avg-
mentation of their number in America. Such multi-
tudes of them arrived the following year, that it be-
came neceflary to difperfe them. The colonies which
they eftablifhed formed the province of Mafachufet’s
Bay. The colonies of New Hampfhire, Connedticut,
and of Rhode Iland, foon {prang up from this {fettle-
ment ; and thefe were fo many {eparate ftates, each
of which obtained from the court of London a diftinét
charter. ‘

The blood of martyrs hath ever been, in all places,
and at all times, a fource of profelytifm. A few ec-
clefiaftics only, deprived of their benefices on account
of their opinions, had at firft pafled into America, and
a few obfcure fectaries, whofe new tenets attracted
numbers from among the people. The emigrations

~ became gradually more common amongft other clafles
il of citizens ; and in procefs of time, men of the firfl
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rank, who had been drawn into Puritanifm by ambi-3 0 0 k
tion, humour, or confcience, thought of fecuring to XVt
themfelves an afylum in thofe diftant climates. They

had caufed houfes to be built, and lands to be cleared,

with a view of retiring there, if their.endeavours in the

caufe of civil and religious liberty fhould prove abor-

tive. . The fame fanatical {pirit that had introduced
anarchy into the mother-country, kept the colony in

a ftate of {ubordination, or rather a {everity of manners,

had the fame effe&t as laws in a {avage country.

The inhabitants of New England lived peaceably Form of
for fome time without thinking of fettling their felicity Senc efta-
upon a firm bafis. Not that their charter had not au- blitedat
thorifed them to eftablith any mode of government . >
" they might choofe, but thefe enthufiafts did not think
of it ; and government did not pay a f{ufficient atten-
tion to them to urge them to fecure their own tran-
quillity. At length they grew fenfible of the neceflity
of giving fome confiftency to their colony. At this
period it was agreed, that there fhould be an affembly
holden every year, the deputies of which fhould be
chofen by the people, in which none but thofe who
were members of the eftablithed church could have a
feat, and over which a chief was to prefide, without
any diftin& authority. Two remarkable regulations
were at the fame time made : the firlt ftated the price
of corn, and by the fecond the favages were deprived
of all the lands which they fhould not cultivate ; and
all Europeans were prohibited, under a heavy penalty,
to fell them any ftrong liquors or warlike ftores. {1

The national council were charged with the regu-
lation of public affairs. They were alfo obliged to H)
determine upon all fuits, but by the lights of reafon
alone, and without the afliftance or embarraflments of
any code.

Neither were any criminal laws inftituted ; but thofe
of the Jews were adopted. Witchcraft, blafphemy, a-
dultery, and falle teltimony, were punifhed with death.
Children, who were fo unnatural as to firike or to
curfe the authors of their being, drew upon themfeives i

L 1 o
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B 0 o K the fame punifhment. All perfons who were dete@ed

XVIIL
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Eanaticifm
occafions
great cala-
mities in
New-Eng-
land.

either in lying, drunkennefs, or dancing, were ordered
to be publicly whipped ; and amufements were for-
bidden equally with yices and crimes. Swearing, and
the violation of the Sabbath, were expiated by a heavy
fine. Another indulgence allowed was, to atone by
a fine for a negle& of prayer, or for uttering a rath
oath.

1t is alfo known, that government forbade, on pain
of death, the Puritans to worfhip images; and that
the fame punifhment was decreed againft Roman Ca-
tholic priefts, who fhould return into the colony after
having been banifhed.

The unfortunate members of the colony, who, lefs
violent than their brethren, ventured to deny the co-
ercive power of the magiftrate in matters of religion,
were the objects of perfecution. This was confidered
as blafphemy by thofe very divines who had rather
chofen to quit their country than to fhow any defe-
rence to epifcopal authority. By that natural propen-
fity of the human heart, which leads men from the
love of independence to that of tyranny, they had
changed their opinions as they changed the climate ;
and only feemed to arrogate freedom of thought to
themfelves, in order to deny it to others. ‘This {yftem
of intoleration was fupported by the fervices of the
law, which attempted to put a flop to every difference
in opinion, by infli¢ting capital punifhment on all who
diflfented. Thofe who were either convited, or even
{ufpected, of entertaining fentiments of toleration, were
expofed to fuch cruel oppreflions, that they were for-
ced to fly from their firft afylum, and feek refuge in
another lefs expofed to difturbances. ‘

This intemperate religious zeal extended itfelf to
matters in themfelves of the greateft indifference. A
proof of this is found in the following public declara-

- tion, tranfcribed from the regifters of the colony :

“ It is a circumftance univerfally acknowledged,
“ that the cuftom of wearing long hair, after the
“ manner of immoral perfons and of the favage In-
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ey dmns, can only have been introduced into England, B 0 0 k
Y d XVIL

“ but in facrilegious contempt of the exprefs comman
“ of God, who declares, 'that it is a thameful praice
“ for any man who has the leaft care for his foul to
“ wear long hair. As this abomination excites the
“ indignation of all pious perfons, we, the magiftrates,
*“ in our zeal for the purity of the faith, do exprefsly
“ and authentically declare, that we condemn the
“ impious cuftom of letting the hair grow; a cuftom
“ which we look upon to be very indecent and dif-
“ honeft, which horribly difguifes men, and is offen-
“ five to modeft and {ober perfons, in as much as it
“ corrupts good manners. We, therefore, being juft-
“ ly incenfed againft this feandalous cuﬁom, do de-
“ fire, advife, and earneftly requeft all the elders of
“ our continent, zealoufly to thow their averfion from
“ this odious practice, to exert all their power to put
“ a ftop to it, and efpecially to take care that the
“ members of their churches be not infe¢ted with its
“ in order that thofe perfons, who, notwithftanding
¢ thefe rigorous prohibitions, and the means of cor-
“ reétion, that fhall be ufed on this account, thall fill
¢ perfift in this cuftom, may have both God and man
- % at the fame time agamﬁ them.”
. This feverity, which a man exercifes-againft himfelf,
or againft his fellow-creatures, and which makes him
firft the victim, then the oppreflor, foon exerted itfelf
~againft the Quakers. They were whipped, banifhed,
and imprifoned. The proud fimplicity of thefe new
enthufiafts, who in the midft of tortures and ignominy
praifed God, and called for bleffings upon men, infpir-
ed a reverence for their perfons and opinions, and
gained them a number of profelytes. This circum-
flance exafperated their profecutors, and hurried them
on to the moft atrocious aéts of violence. They cauf-
ed five of them, who had returned clandeftinely from
banifhment, to be hanged. It ﬁ,e;rmd as if the Englith
had come to America to exercife upon their own coun-
trymen the fame cruelties the Spaniards bad ufed a-
gainit the Indians; whether it was that the change of
L 111j
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B 0 o k climate had rendered the Europeans more ferocious,

XVIL

or that the fury of religious zeal can only be extin-
guifhed in the deftrucion of its apoftles "and its mar-
tyrs. ‘'This {pirit of perfecution was, however, at laft
{upprefled by the interpofition of the mother-country,
from whence it had been brought.

A people, whofe character was naturally difpofed to
melancholy, were become gloomy and ftern. The
blood of their monarch was ftill before them. Some
of them lamented in fecret this great affaffination,
others would willingly have celebrated it as a feftival.
The nation was divided between two violent parties.
On one hand revenge was meditated ; on the other, it
was endeavoured to prevent it by informations, which
were always followed by exile, imprifonment, or capi-
tal punithment. Reciprocal miftrult prevailed between
fathers and children, and between friends. The fufpi-
cious tyrant was furrounded by fufpicious courtiers,

~ who kept up his apprehenfions, either to raife them-

felves to the high pofts of the ftate, or to expel their
enemies or their rivals from them. The axe was fuf-
pended over every head. The frequency of rebellions
occafioned a frequency of executions, and thefe re-
peated executions of illuftrious as well as of obfcure
citizens, perpetually maintained the popular terror.
At length Cromwell difappeared. Enthufiafm, hypo-
crify, and fanaticifm, which compofed his charaer;
fattions, rebellions, and proferiptions, were all buried
with him ; and England began to haye the profpect
of calmer days. Charles the. Second, at his reftora-
tion, introduced among his {ubjedls a focial turn, a
tafte for convivial pleafures and diverfions, and for all
thofe amufements he had been engaged in while he
was travelling from one court to another in Europe, -

. to endeavour to regain the crown which his father had

loft upon a fcaffold. The propagators of his principles
were a multitude of women of gallantry, of corrupt
favourites, and licentious men of wit. In a fhort time
3«18' brought on a general change of manners ; and no-
thing but fuch a revolution conld poffibly have fecur-
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frained with'blood. He was one of thofe voluptua-
ries, whom the love of fenfual pleafures fometimes
excites to fentiments of compaffion and humanity.
Moved with the fufferings of the Quakers, he put a
flop to them by a proclamation in 1661 ; but he was
never able totally to extinguifh the {pirit of perfecu-
tion that prevailed in America.

The colony had placed at their head Henry Vane,
the {on of that Sir Henry Vane who had fuch a re-
markable (hare in the difturbances of his country.
This obftinate and enthufiaftic young man, in every
thing refembling his father, unable either to live
Jpeaceably him{elf, or to fuffer others to remain quiet,
had contrived to revive the obfcure and obfolete que-
ftions of grace and free will. The difputes upon thefe
points ran very high, and would probably have plun-
ged the colony into a civil war, if feveral of the favage
nations united had not happened at that very time to
fall upon the plantations of the difputants, and to maf-
facre great numbers of them. The colonifts, heated
{ with their theological contefts, paid at firft very little
attention to this confiderable lofs. But the danger at
length became fo urgent and f{o general, that all took
up arms.  As foon as the enemy was repulfed, the co-
lony refumed its former diffenfions ; and this frenzy
manifefted itfelf in 1692, by fuch atrocious aéts of vio-
lence, as were {carce ever recorded in hiftory.

There lived in a town of New England, called Sa-
lem, two young women, who were fubje& to convul-
fions, accompanied with  extraordinary {ymptoms.
‘Their father, minifter of the church, thought that
they were bewitched ; and having in confequence caft
his fufpicions upon an Indian girl who lived in his
‘houfe, he compelled her by harfh treatment to confefs
that fhe was a witch. Other women, upon hearing
this, feduced by the pleafiire of exciting the public at-
tention, immediately believed that the convulfions
‘which proceeded only from the nature of their fex,
“Were owing to the fame caufe. Three citizens, cafual-
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B 0 0 k ly named, were immediately thrown into prifon, ac.

KVIL  cufed of witchcraft, hanged, and their bodies left ex.

pofed to wild beafls and birds of prey. A few days
after, fixteen other perfons, together with a counfel.
lor, who, becaufe he refufed to plead againft them,
was f{uppofed to fhare in their guilt, fuffered in the
fame manner. From this inftant, the imagination of
the multitude was inflamed with thefe horrid and gloo-
my {cenes. The innocence of youth, the infirmitie
of age, virgin modefty, fortune, honour, virtue, and

the moft dignified employments of the ftate, were no .

{ecurity againft the fufpicions of a people infatuated
with vifionary fuperftition. Children of ten years of
age were put to death; young girls were ftripped na-
ked, and the marks of witchcraft fearched for upon
their bodies with the moft indecent curiofity : thofe

fpots of the fcurvy which age imprefles upon the bo-

dies of old men, were taken for evident figns of the

. infernal power. Fanaticifin, wickednefs, and venge-

ance united, felected their vi&ims at pleafure. In de-
fault of witnefles, torments were employed to extort
confeflions diGtated by the executioners themfelves.
If the magiftrates, tired with executions, refufed to pu-
nith, they were themfelves accufed of the crimes they
tolerated ; the very minifters of religion raifed falfe
witneffes againft them, who made them forfeit with
their lives the tardy remorfe excited in'them by hu-
manity. Dreams, apparitions, terror, and confterna-
tion of every kind, increafed thefe prodigies of folly
and horror. The prifons were filled, the gibbets left
ftanding, and all the citizens involved in gloomy ap-
prehenfions. The moft prudent quitted a country
ftained with the blood of its inhabitants; and thofe
that remained withed only for peace in the grave. In
a word, nothing lefs than the total and immediate {ub-
verfion of the colony was expeéted; when on a fud-
den, in thé height of the ftorm, the waves fubfided,

~and a calm enfued. All eyes were opened at once,

and the excels of the evil awakened the minds which
1t had at firft ftupified. Bitter and painful remorfe was
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offered up to afk forgivenefs for the prefumption of
having fuppofed that Heaven could have been pleafed

with facrifices with which it could only have been of.

fended. _

- Pofterity will, probably, never know exadly what

{was the caufe or remedy of this dreadful diforder, It

had, perhaps, its firft erigin in the melancholy which

thefe perfecuted enthufiafts had brought with them

{fiom their own country, which had increafed with the

leurvy they had contracted at fea, and had gathered
fieth firength from the vapours and exhalations of a
il newly broken up, as well as from the inconveni-
ences and hardfhips infeparable from a change of cli-
mate and manner of living. The contagion, however,

Jeeafed like all other epidemical diftempers, exhaufted

by its very communication ; as all the diforders of the

{imagination are expelled in the tranfports of a deli-

mm. A perfett calm fucceeded this agitation ; and
the Puritans of New England have never fince been
leized with fo gloomy a fit of enthufiafm.

‘But though the colony has renounced the perfecut-

ging fpirit which hath fiained all religious fects with

blood, it has preferved fome firong marks of that fa-
naticifm and ferocioufnefs which had figualized the
melancholy days in which it took its rife, '

The {mall-pox, which is lefs frequent, but more de-
fructive, in America, than it is in Europe, occafioned,
1721, inexpreflible ravages in the province of Maf-
lichufet’s Bay. This calamity fuggefted the idea of
oculation. In order to prove the efficacy of this for-
linate prefervative, a fKilful and courageous phyfician

e

finoculated his wife, his children, his fervants, and him-

felf He was immediately infulted, confidered as an
infernal monfter, and threatened with affaffination.
Thefe outrages not having been able to prevent a ve-
I promifing young man from having recourfe to this
Wutary practice, 3 wicked, fuperftitious perfon got up
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8 0 0 K to his window in the night-time, and threw a grenade |
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mit.
* A few years after, a new {cene was exhibited, ftill §
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into his room, filled with combuftible materials.

The moft reafonable among the citizens were not
difgufted with thefe atrocious acts ; and their indigna.
tion was exerted rather againft thofe bold fpirits who
were accufed of preferring the fkill of man to the care
of Providence. The people were confirmed by thefe

-extravagant doctrines, in the refolution of rejecting a
novelty, which was to’ draw down upon the whole |

ftate the infallible and terrible effe¢ts of the divine

wrath. The magiftrates, who were apprehenfive of
an infurre&ion, ordered the phyficians to aflemble; |

and they, either from convi&ion, pufillanimity, or po-
licy, declared inoculation dangerous. It was prohi-
bited by a bill, which was received with unparalleled
applaufe. ;

Europeans, you feel your hair rifing on your heads;
you fhudder with horror; and you have forgotten the
obftacles which this {alutary pratice met with among
yourfelves; and you do not confider, that two hun.

dred years ago you would have committed the fame §

outrages. Acknowledge, therefore, the important fer-
vices you have received from the progrefs of {cience;
and entertain that refpect and gratitude for the pro-
moters of it, which you owe to ufeful men, who have
preferved you from fo many crimes, which ignorance
and fuperftition would otherwife have made you com-

more atrocious. For a long time paft an odious re-
ward had been granted in thefe provinces to fuch of
the colonifts as fhould put an Indian to death. This
reward was increafed in 1724 to 2250 livres [g3l. 155.].
John Lovewell, encouraged by fo confiderable a pre-
mium, formed a confpiracy of men as ferocious as hini-

felf, to go in queft of the favages. One day he difco- |

vered ten of them quietly fleeping round a large fire.
He murdered them, carried their fcalps to Bofton, and
seceived the promifed reward. After this, have you

~
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Spaniards? Have they ever done, or could they poffi-
bly ever do, any thing more inhuman? And yet you
were men, civilized men; and you boafted of being
Chriftians. No, you were rather monfters, fit to be
exterminated ; you were monfters, againft whom a
league that might have been formed would have been
lefs criminal than the one that Lovewell formed againft
the favages.
. [The author here introduces the ftory of Polly Ba-
ker, who was brought before the magiftrates, and con-
victed the fifth time of having had a baftard child. He
gives the fpeech fhe is faid to have made on this occa-
fion at full length. But as this {peech is in the hands
of every Englith reader, the tranflator has judged it
unneceflary to fwell his tranflation with it. The au-
thor’s reafoning upon it is as follows :]
. This {peech produced an affeting change in the
minds of all the audience. She was not only acquit-
ted of either penalty or corporal punifhment, but her
# triumph was fo complete, that one of her judges mar-
ried her. So fuperior is the voice of reafon to all the
powers of ftudied eloquence. But popular prejudice
has refumed its influence ; ‘whether it be, that the re-
prefentations of nature alone are often ftifled by an at-
tention to political advantages, or to the benefit of fo-
clety ; or that, under the Englifh government, where
celibacy is not enjoined by religion, there is lefs excufe
for an illicit commerce between the fexes, than in
‘thofe countries where the clergy, the nobility, luxury,
poverty, and the {candalous example given by the
§ court and the church, all concur in degrading and
‘;;orr‘upting‘ the married ftate, in rendering it burden-
lome.
. New England has fome remedy againft bad laws in
§ the conftitution of its mother-country, where the peo-
ple, who have the legiflative power in their own hands,
“are at liberty to correct abufes; and it has others de-
rived from its fituation, which open a vaft field to in-

"duﬁry and population.
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8 0 o k This colony, bounded on the north by Canada, ¢y
XVIL  the weft by New York, and on the eaft and fouth by
Extent, na. INOVA Scotia'and the ocean, extends full three hun.
tural hifto- dred miles. along the fea coafts, and upwards of fifty
;’Qiﬁf{;ﬁ: miles in the inland parts. :

cultures, The clearing of the lands is not directed by chance,

e : : : :
tures, and a8 in the other provinces. This matter, from the firft
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exporta-  wyas {ubjected to laws which are il religioufly obfery..

tions of

New Eng- €. No citizen whatever has the liberty of fettling
Bl even upon unoccupied land. The government, de.
firous of preferving all its members from the inroads
. of the favages, and of placing them in a condition to
fhare in the proteéion of a well-regulated fociety, hath
ordered that whole villages fhould be farmed at once.
As foon as fixty families offer to build a church, main-
tain a clergyman, and pay a-fchoolmafter, the general
affembly allot them a fituation, and permit them to
have two reptefentatives in the legiflative body of the
colony. The diftri® afligned them always bordets
upon the land already cleared, and generally contains
fix thoufand fquare acres. Thefe new people choofe
the fituation moft convenient for their habitation,
which is ufually of a fquare figure. The church is
placed in the centre; the colonifts divide the land
among themfelves, and each enclofes his property with
a hedge. Some woods are referved for a common, It
is thus that New England is conftantly enlarging its
territory, though it ftill continues to make one com-
plete and well-conftituted province. ;
Though the colony be fituated in the midft of the
temperate zone, yet the climate is not fo mild as that
of fome European provinces, which are under the fame
parallel of latitude. The winters are longer and cold-
er, the fummers fhorter and hotter. . The fky is com-
monly clear, and the rains more plentiful than lafting.
The air basgrown purer fince its circulation has been
made free by cutting down the woods ; and malignant
vapours, which at firly carried off fome of the inhabi-
tants, are no longer complained of.
The country 1s divided into four provinces, which

T T il S ol ] S g e N s AT g VAT "Ry



\

IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

ot firt had no conne@ion with one another. The ne-3 o0 o x
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ceffity of maintaining an armed force againft the fa- _XVIL

vages, obliged them to form a confederacy in 1643,
when they took the name of the United Colonies. In
confequence of this league, two deputies from each
eftablithment ufed to meet in a ftated place, to delibe-
rate upon the common affairs of New England, ac-

cording to the inftruions they had received from the

affembly by which they were fent. This affociation
was not in any manner repugnant to the right which
each of its members had, to ac in every refpec as he
chofe.

They were almoft as much independent of the mo-
thet-country. When the fettlement was allowed to
be made, it had been agreed that their code of laws
thould not contradic, in any refped, the legiflation of
the mother-country ; that the judging of any capital
crime committed upon their territory, fhould be re-
ferved for it; and that their whole trade fhould be
centered in its ports. None of thefe engagements
were fulfilled; and other obligations, of lefs impor-
tance, were equally negle@ed. The {pirit of republi-
canifm had already acquired fo great an influence, as
to prevent thefe arrangements from being confidered
# binding. The colonifts limited their fubmiffion to
the acknowledging, in a vague manner, the king of
England to be their fovereign. :
Maffachufet, the moft flourifhing of the four pro-
vinces, indulged itfelf in greater liberties than the
others, and did it openly. This haughty behaviour
drew the refentment of Charles TI. upon them. In
1684 this monarch took away the charter which had
been granted to them by his father. He eflablifhed

an almoft arbitrary government, and ventured to le-

Vy taxes for his own ufe. Defpotifm did not decreafe

Boder his fucceflor. Accordingly, on the firft intel-

ligence of his being dethroned, his deputy was arreft-

ed, put in irons, and fent back to Europe.

William III. though very well fatisfied with this ar-
dent zeal, did not reftore to the Maflachufets their

4
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BOOK 'mclent privileges, according to their defires, and, per:
XVIL  haps, to their withes. It is true that he reftored them
a charter, but a charter which was in nothing refem.
bling the firft.

By the new charter, the governor appointed by the
court, was to be in poflfeflion of the exclufive right of
convening, proroguing, or diffolving the national af-
fembly. It was he alone who could give a fan&ion
to the laws that were decreed, and to the taxes im-
pofed by the aflembly. The nomination of every
military employment belonged to this commandant.
It was he, aflifted by the council, who appointed the
magiftrates. The other lefs important places could
not be difpofed of without his confent. The public
treafury was never opened but by his order, confirm-
ed by the concurrence of the council. His authority
was likewife extended to fome other matters, which put
a great reftraint uponliberty. Conneéicut and Rhode
Hland, by a timely {fubmiflion, prevented the punifh-
ment tlie province of Maflachufet’s Bay had incur-
red, and retained their original charter. ‘I'bat of New
Hampihire had been always regulated by the fame
mode of adminiftration as the province of Maflachu-
fet’s Bay. - The fame governor prefided over the four
provinces ; but with regulations adapted to the con-
ftitution of each colony.
~ According to an account publifhed by the general
“congrefs of the Englifh American continent, there are
four hundred thoufand inhabitants at Maflachufet’s
Bay; one hundred and ninety-two thoufand at Con-
necticut ; one hundred and fifty thoufand at New
Hampthire ; and fifty-nine thoufand fix hundred and
feventy-eight at Rhode Ifland ; which ferms, in this
fettlement alone, a population of eighty-one thou-
fand fix hundred and feventy-eight fouls.

This great mulnphcauon o men fhould feem to
arife from an excellent {oil ; but this is not the cale.
All the countries, except fome parts of Connecticut,
were originally covered with pine trees; and, confe- §
quently, are either entirely barren, or not very fertile, |
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None of the European feeds thrive there ; and theirs o o &
produce hath never been fufficient for the nourith- XVIL

‘ment of its inhabitants: They have always been obli-
ged to live upon maize, or to draw part of their {ub-
filtence from elfewhere. . Accordingly, though the
country be generally very fit for the culture of fruit
-and of vegetables, and for the breeding of cattle, yet
the country places are not the moft interefting part
of thofe regions. Itis upon coafts furrounded with
rocks, but which are favourable to fithing, that the
population hath augmented, aivity hath increafed,
and eafy circumftances are become general.

This infufficiency of the harvefts ought to have ex.
cited induftry in New England fooner, and more par-
ticularly, than in the reft of the continent. Several
fhips were. even conftruéted there for foreign naviga-
tors, the materals for which, at prefent fo fcarce and
fo expenfive, were, for a long time, common and cheap.
The facility of procuring beaver kins, occafioned the
eftablifhing of a confiderable hat manufadory. Cloths

‘were alfo made of flax and hemp ; and with the fleeces
of their flocks, the colony fabricated ftuffs, which are
«coarfe but firong. ,

To thefe manufactures, which may be called na-
tional, another branch of induftry was added, fupport-
ed by foreign materials. Sugar yields a refiduum,
known by the name of {yrup, or molafles. The peo-
ple of New England went to fetch it from the Weft
Indies, and ufed it at firft juft as it was, for various
purpofes. At length the idea of diftilling it fuggefted
itfelf to them. They fold a prodigious quantity of
this rum to the neighbouring favages; to the men
employed in the cod-fithery, and to all the northern
provinces ; they even carried it to the coafts of A fii-
ca, where they difpofed of it with confiderable ad-

‘vantage to the Englith employed in the purchafe of

flaves.

This branch of trade, and other circumftances, en-
abled the inhabitants of New England to appropriate
to themielves part of the commodities, both of South

ol V. Aa
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two regions, which are fo neceflary to them both, paf-
fed thtough their hands; and they became, in fome
meafure, brokers, as the Hollanders, of the New
World.

The greateft refource of thofe provinces, however,
always was the fithery ; which was very confiderable,
even upon their own coafts. A prodigious quantity
of boats is feen in every river, bay, or port, which
are employed in catching falmon, fturgeon, cod, and
other kinds of fith, which are all fold to advantage.

Mackerel is caught principally at the mouth of the
Pentagouet, which empties itfelf in Fundy, or French
Bay, at the extremity of the colony. In fpring and
in autumn, fourteen or fifteen hundred boats, and two
thoufand five hundred men are employed in,this fithery.

The cod fithery is ftill more advantageous to New
England. Its numerous ports fend out annually five
hundred veflels, of fifty tons burden, the crews of
which amount to four thoufand men. They catch
at leaft two hundred and fifty thoufand quintals of
cod. ;

- Thefe colonies employ themfelves likewife in the
whale fithery. Before the year 1763, New England
carried on this fithery in the Gulf ot Florida, in March,
April, and May; and to the eaft of the Great Bank of
Newfoundland, in June, July, and Auguft. There
were no more than one hundred and twenty floops,
each of feventy tons burden, and fixtéen hundred fail-
ors, fent out for this purpofe at that time. In 1767,
this fifhery employed feven thoufand two hundred and

" ninety failors. Let us inveftigate the caufes of this

confiderable increafe.

. Great Britain was for a long time agitated with the
defire of fharing the whale fithery with the Dutch.

‘In order to fucceed in this, towards the latter end of

the reign of Charles 1I. the inhabitants of that king-
dom were difcharged from paying any duty to the
cuftom-houfe, upon the produce arifing from the fifh
which they fhould obtain from the Northern Sea : but
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were obliged to pay a duty of 56 livres 5 {ols [21. 6s.
104d.] for every ton of oil and of whalebone; at their
entrance into the mother-country ; this duty was only
diminifhed by one half, when thefe articles were im-
- ported on Englith bottoms.
To this tax, which was already too burdenfome;
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-this indulgence was not extended to the colonies, who® 0 0 &
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another was added in 1699, of 35 fols 7 deniers [about'

-24d.] for every pound weight of whalebone; which
bore equally upon America and upon Europe. This
new tax produced {uch fatal confequences, that it was
found neceflary to fupprefs it in 1723; but it was
only taken off for the whales caught in Greenland; in
Davis’s Straits, or in the adjoining feas. The fifhery
on the Northern continent ftill remained fubjet to
- the new as-well as the old duty. ;

The miniftry, perceiving that the exemgption of the
duty was not fufficient to excite the emulation of the
Englifh, had recourfe to encouragements. In 1732,
‘@ gratuity of 22 livres 1o fols [18s. gd.] was given;
and fixteen years after, another of 45 livres [1l. 17s.
6d.] for every ton conveyed by the thips employed in
~ this important fifhery. This generolity of govern-
ment produced part of the good effets which were
expefted fromit. Great Britain, however, far from
being able to vie with their rivals in foreign markets;
was ftill obliged to purchafe annually to the value of
three or four hundred thoufand livres [from 12,500l
to 16,666l. 13s. 4d.] of train oil and whalebone.

Such was the ftate of things, when the feas of North
America, which belonged to the French, became an
Englith pofleflion at the laft peace. Immediately the
New-Englanders went there in numbers to catch
whales, which are very plenty. They were exone-
rated by parliament from the duties which opprefled
them; and their induftry became ftill more active. It
muft naturally be communicated to-the neighbour-
ing colonies ; and it is probable that the United Pro-
- vinces will, in procefs of time, be deprived of this im-

portant branch of their trade. :

Aaijj
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5800k The whale fithery is carried on in the Gulf of St.
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Lawrence, and in the adjacent latitudes, upon feas

"™ lefs tempeftuous, and lefs embarrafled with ice, than

thofe of Greenland. Accordingly, it begins fooner,
and ends later. Fewer fatal accidents happen. there,
The thips employed for the purpofe are {maller, and
have lefs numerous crews. Thefe reafons muft give
to the American continent advantages, which the eco-
nomy of the ‘Dutch will never be able to balance.
The Englith of Europe themfelves hoped to fhare this
{uperiority with their colonifts, becaufe they expected to
add to the profits accruing from the fifhery, that which .
they were to collet from the fale of their cargoes;
a refource which was not allowed to the navigators
who frequented Davis’s Straits or the Greenland feas.
The vendible productions of New England are cod,
train-oil, whales, tallow, cyder, falt meats, maize, hogs
and oxen, pot-afh, pulfe, mafts for merchantmen and
men of war, and all kinds of woods. The Azore
Iflands, Madeira, the Canaries, Portugal, Spain, Italy,
Great Britain, and principally the Weft Indies, hither-
to confumed thefe articles. In 1769, the united ex-
ports of the four provinces amounted to 13,844,430
livres 19 fols 5 deniers [about 576,851l. 5s. 9id.].
But this colony received habitually more than it fent
out, fince it was conftantly indebted  twenty-four. or

" twenty-five millions of - livres [from 1,000,000l to

1,041,6661. 13s. 4d.] to the mother-country.
Some fhips are difpatched from every one of the ex-

#tremely numerous ports that are on thefe coafts. The

principal voyages, however, from Connecticut, are un-
dertaken at Newhaven; thofe to Rhode Ifland, at
Newport ; thofe to Hampfhire, at Portfmouth; and
thofe to Maflachufet’s Bay, at Bofton.

This laft city, which may be confidered as the ca-

ppital of New England, is fituated on a peninfula, four

miles in length, at the bottom of the fine bay of
Maflachufet, which reaches about eight miles within
land. The opening of the bay is fheltered from the
impetuofity of the waves by a number of rocks which
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rife above the water, and by twelve {mall iflands, moft 8 0 0 x
of which are inhabited. ~ Thefe dykes and natural XVI-

ramparts will not allow more than three fhips to come
in together. At the end of the laft century, a regu-
lar citadel, named Fort William, was ereGed in one
of the iflands upon this narrow channel, It is de-
fended by a hundred pieces of cannon of the largeft
fize, and very well placed. A league further on, is
a very high light-houfe, the fignals from which may
be perceived and repeated by the fortrefs along the
whole coaft, at the fame time that Bofton has her own
light-houfes, which f{pread the alarm to all the inland

country. Except when a very thick fog happens to-

prevail, which fome fhips might take advantage of to

{lip into the iflands, the town has always five or fix .

hours to prepare for the reception of an enemy, and
to aflemble ten thoufand militia, which can be col-
leCted in four-and-twenty hours. If a fleet fhould
ever be able to pafs the artillery of Fort William, it
would infallibly be ftopped by a couple of batteries,
which. being ere¢ted to the north and fouth of the
place, command the whole bay, and would give time
for all the veflels and commercial ftores to be fheltex-
ed from cannon-fhot in the river Charles.

The harbour of Bofton is {o {pacious, that fix hun-
dred veflels may anchor in it fafely and commodiouf-
. ly. There is a magnificent pier conftructed, proje&-
ing fufficiently into the fea to allow the fhips to un-
load their goods without the afliftance of a lighter,
and to depofit them into the warehoufes which are
-ranged on the north fide. At the extremity of the
pier, the town appears built upon an uneven terri-
tory, in form of a crefcent round the harbour. Be-
fore the difturbances, it contained about thirty-five
or forty thoufand inhabitants, of various fects. The
houfes, furniture, drefs, food, converfation, cuftoms

and manners, were {o exactly fimilar to the mode of '

living in London, that it was {carce poflfible to find
any other difference, but that which arifes from the

greater numbers of people there are in large capitals.
A aiy
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8 00x New England, which refembles the mother-country
XVIL._ in fo many re{pects, is contiguous to New York. The
The Ducch latter, bounded on the eaft by this principal colony,
foundthe and on the weft by New Jerfey, occupies at firft a
New Bel. Very narrow fpace of twenty miles along the fea-fhore,
g after. and infenfibly enlarging, extends to the north above a
¢dNew hundred and fifty miles up the country. :
Fork. This country was difcovered towards the begin-
ning of the feventeenth century, by Henry Hudfon, a
famous Englifh navigator, at that time in the Dutch
{ervice. He entered into a confiderable river, to which
he gave his name, and after flightly reconnoitering the
coaft, returned to Amfterdam, from whence -he had
failed. A fecond voyage, undertaken by this adventur-
er, gave fome better idea of this favage country.
According to the European {yftem, which never pays
any attention to the people of the New World, this
country thould have belonged to the United Provinces.
It was difcovered by a man in their fervice, who took
pofleflion of it in their name, and gave up to them any
perfonal right he might have in it. His being an En-
glithman did not in the leaft invalidate thefe uncontro-
vertible titles. It muft therefore have occafioned great
furprife, when James I. afferted his pretenfions to it,
upon the principle that Hudfon was born his fubje ;
as if any man’s country was not that in which he earns
his fubfiftence ; and indeed the king laid buta flight
ftrefs upon a pretenﬁon for which there was {o httlﬁf-; :
foundation. %
The republic, who faw nothing in this property,
which was no longer contefted with them, except a
fettlement for the trade of the beaver and other pel-
tries, ceded it to the Weft India Company. This fo-
ciety directed all its attention towards thefe favage
riches ; and in order to get as near them as poffible,
they caufed Fort Orange, fince called Albany, to be
erected upon the borders of Hudfon’s River, at the
diftance of one hundred and fifty miles from the fea.
1t was there that the furs were brought to their agents,
who gave in excha_nge to the Irogums fire-arms and
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warlike ftores, to enable them to refift the French,s o o k
«

who were lately arrived in Canada. :
At that time New Belgia was nothing more than a

fatory. The city of Amfterdam became fenfible that

it would be a judicious thing to eftablifh a colony in

that part of the New World, and eafily obtained the .

ceffion of it, by giving 700,000 livres [29,166l. 13s.
4d.] to the proprietors.

Thefe more extenfive views required other arrange-
ments. The poft placed in the neighbourhood of the
Five Nations was left ftanding; but it appeared ne-
ceflary to eftablith a more confiderable one at the
mouth of the river, in the ifland of Manahatan; and
accordingly, New Amfterdam was built there. Nei-
ther the town, its territories, nor the reft of the pro-
vince, were ever difturbed by the neighbouring fava-
ges, fome of whom were too weak to make any at-
tempts, and the others were perpetually at war with
the French. This poffeflion, therefore, was making
a rapid progrefs, when it was vifited by an unexpected
ftorm.

‘England, which had not at that time thofe intimate ¢ whae
conne&ions with Holland, which the ambition and Peri°x§1’ and
fuccefles of Lewis XIV. have fince given rife to be- icnies e
tween the two powers, beheld, with a jealous eye a 11;2
fmall ftate, but lately formed in its neighbourhood, €X- felves ma-
tending its flourifhing trade to all parts of the world. e of

She was inwardly incenfed at the idea of not being gia.

able to attain to an equality with a power which ought~
not even to have entered into a competition with her.
Thefe rivals in commerce, as in navigation, by their
vigilance and economy, ruined her in all the great
markets of the univerfe, and obliged her to act only
a fecondary part. Every effort fhe made to eftablith
a competition ended either to her difadvantage or dif-
credit, while univerfal commerce was evidently con-
- centrating icfelf in the moraflfes of the republic. At
length the nation was roufed by the difgrace of their
merchants, and refolved to fecure to them by force
what they could not obtain by their induftry. Charles
A a1
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immoderate love of pleafure, eagerly adopted a plan
which gave him a profpect of acquiring the riches of
thofe diftant regions, together with the maritime em-
pire of Europe. His brother, more active and more
enterprifing than himfelf, encouraged him in thefe
difpofitions ; and with one confent, they ordered that
the fettlements and fhips of the Dutch fhould be at-
tacked, without any previous declaration of war. ’

Hoftilities begun in this manner are both cowardly
and perfidious. They are the aét of a horde of favages,
and not of a civilized nation ; of a dark affaffin, and
not of a warlike prince. No perfon who puts any.
confidence in his ftrength, and who hath any €leva-
tion of foul, will furprife a fleeping adverfary. If any
one may be allowed to take advantage of my fecurity,
may I not alfo avail myfelf of his? Such condué
compels both parties to be inceflantly in arms; the
ftate of war becomes permanent, and peace is no more
than a word devoid of meaning. There is either a
juft reafon for attacking an enemy, or there is none.
If there be none, the party that begins the attack is
nothing more than a dangerous robber, againft whom

" all ought to unite, and whom they have a right to ex-

terminate. If, on the contrary, there be a reafon for
commencing hoftilities, it ought to be notified. No-

‘thing can authorife the feizure of pofleflions, except

the refufal to repair an injury, or 'to reftore any thing .
that is ufurped. Before you become the aggreflor, let
the world be convinced of the injuftice that is done to
you. ‘The only thing that can be allowed, is te make
fecret preparations for revenge; to diffemble your pro-
jects, if they caufe any alarm; and to leave no inter-
val between the refufal of juftice and the beginning of -

- hoftilities, If you fhould be weaker than your adver-

fary, you muft entreat and {uffer with patience. Muft
you be a traitor, becaufe another perfon is an ufurper?
Defpife the common maxim ; and do not fupply either
the {trength you may be deficient in, or the courage
which might expofe you, by treachery. Let the opi-
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nion -of your cotemporaries, and that of pofterity, be s o o x:

always prefent to your mind.

In the month of Auguft 1664, an Englith {quadron ~ ¥

anchored on the coafts of New Belgia, the capital of
which furrendered upon the firft fummons, and the reft
of the colony made no greater refiftance. This con-
queft was enfured to the Englifh by the treaty of Bre-
da. But they were deprived of it again by the repub-
lic in 1673, when the intrigues of France had fet thefe
two maritime powers at variance, which, for their mu-
tual interefts, ought ever to be united. A fecond trea-
ty again reftored to the Englifh, in the following year,
a'province which hath fince remained attached to their
dominion, but as the property of the king’s brother,
who gave his name to it.

New York was governed by the deputies of this The colony

prince with f{ufficient addrefs to prevent the indigna-

tion of the colonifts from being excited againft their of York.

perfons. The public hatred was fixed upon their ma-

fter, who bhad kept all the power in his own hands. be founded

This political flavery equally difgufted both the Dutch
who had preferred their plantations to their country,

and the Englifh, who had joined them. The people,

accuftomed to liberty, became impatient under the
yoke. Every thing feemed tending either to an in-
furrection, or to an emigration. The commotion was
put a ftop to only in 1683, when the colony was in-
vited to choofe reprefentatives, who might regulate in
aflemblies what would be proper for its interefts.
Colonel Duncan, who was intrufted with this bufi-
nefs, was a man of a bold and extenfive mind. He
did not confine himfelf, like thofe who had hitherto
governed the province, to the ceding of lands to eve-
ry perfon who offered to clear them ; he alfo extended
his care to the Five Nations, which had been too
- much negleéted by his predeceflors. The French were
for ever endeavouring to difunite thefe favages, in
hopes of enflaving them: and they had advanced this
great undertaking by means of the converts made by

s ftration.
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difconcert this plan ; but the Duke of York, who had
views of intereft diftin¢t from that of his country, was
defirous that his deputy fhould favour the execution
of it. ‘Duncan, though a Catholic, conftantly deviated
from the plan that was traced out for him, and exert-
ed his utmoft efforts to thwart a {yftem which appear-
ed to him to be founded rather upon policy than reli-
gion. He even annoyed, by every poflible meafure,
the nation that was the rival of his; and the memoirs
of the times atteft; that he greatly retarded their pro-
grefs.

The condu& of this able chief was different in the
interior part of the colony. He encouraged, both
from inclination, and in obedience to orders, the efta-
blithment of the families of his own and of his prince’s
religion. This protection was accompanied with a
kind of myftery ; but as foon as James 1I. had afcend-
ed the throne, the collector of the public revenues,
the principal officers, and a great number of citizens,

~ declared themfelves partifans of the church of Rome.

This occafioned a great ferment in the minds of the
people. The Proteftant caufe was thought to be in’
danger; and prudent men were apprehenfive of an in-
furreGtion. Duncan fucceeded in keeping the male-
contents in order; but the revolution obliged him to
make a voluntary refignation of his poft. He {fubmit-
ted, like a good Englifhman, to the new government;
and by a haughtinefs of charater peculiar to his na-
tion, he fent over to the dethroned monarch all the
riches he had acquired in a long and profperous admi-
niftration.

This fingular man had {carce quitted America, be-
fore the inhabitants of New England expelled their
governor, Edmund Andrews, one of the moft active
promoters of the arbitrary views of King James. Some
militia of New York, feduced by this example, en-
deavoured to treat Nicholfon, who was temporarily
intrufted with the government, in the {fame manner;




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

but he fucceeded in forming a party in his favour, and s 0 o &
the colony became the prey of two armed factions, till XVIL

.the arrival of Colonel Slaughter.

This commander, who was fent by King William, King wil-
convoked the members of the ftate, on the gth of liam gives
April 1691, This affembly annulied every thing which ment to

had been previoully decreed contrary to the Britith

conftitutiongand enacted laws which have ever fince vious to

been the rule of the colony. At this period, the ex-

ecutive power was placed in the hands of the governor ment.

appointed by the crown, which gave him twelve coun-
{ellors, without whofe concurrence he could not fign
any a@&. The commons were reprefented by thirty
deputies, chofen by the inhabitants; and thefe feveral
bodies conftituted the general aflembly, in which eve-
ry power was vefted. The duration of this aflembly,
originally unlimited, was afterwards fixed at three
years; and it now continues feven, like the Britifh
parliament, the revolutions of which it hath followed.
It was time that an invariable order thould be efta-
blithed in the colony. It was obliged to fuftain, againft
the French in Canada, a brifk and obftinate war, which
had been kindled by the dethroning of James II. Thefe
hoftilities, terminated by the treaty of Ry{wick, began
again on account of the Spanifh fucceflion. The pro-
vinces adjacent to New York took fome part in thefe
divifions ; but it was this province which gave or fuf-
tained the greateft firokes, which paid the troops, and
which was drawn into the moft confiderable expences.
Unfortunately, the contributions of the citizens,
which were ordered by the general affembly, were col-
lected in a cheft, that was entirely at the difpofal of
the governor. It often happened, that rapacious or
extravagant commanders converted to their own ufe
the funds deftined for the public fervice. This became
a perpetual fource of diffenfion. Queen Anne decreed,
in 1705, that the fame authority by which the taxes
were impofed, thould determine the ufe they were to
be applied to, and might require an account to be

| A
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ployed. |

Though, the malverfations were ftopped by this ar-
rangement, yet the duties paid by the province were
not adequate to the expences which the continuation
of the war required. This embarrafliment occafioned,
for the firft time, in 1709, the creation of bills of cre-
dit, which were afterwards much more multiplied than
either the wants of the colony required, or than was
confiftent with its advantage.

Burnet, a fon of the famous bithop of that name
who had fo much contributed to the placing of the
houfe of Orange upon the throne, was appointed go-
vernor of the colony in 1720. But though he did not
fucceed in putting a ftop to this diforder, yet he form-
ed another plan for the profperity of the colony. The
French inhabitants of Canada wanted, for the purpofe
of their exchange with the favages, feveral articles
which were not furnithed by their mother-country :
thefe they drew from New York. The general aflem-
bly of that province, by the advice of their governor,
prohibited this communication. But as it was not {of-
ficient to have embarraffed the meafures of an altive
rival, it was determined to fupply their place.

A great part of the furs which were carried to Mon-
treal pafled over the weftern fhores of the lake Onta-
rio. Burnet obtained the confent of the Iroquois, in
1422, to build there the fort Ofwego, where thefe fa-
vage riches might be eafily intercepted. As foon as
this fettlement was formed, the merchants of Albany
fent their merchandife to Chenectady, where they were
embarked upon the Mohawks, which conveyed them
to Ofwego. The navigation of this river is very difhi-
cult, and yet the Englifh fucceeded beyond their ex-
pe&atlons Thefe exchanges would even have been
increafed, had they not been thwarted by every kind
of difficulty.

In 1726, the French conftructed a fort at Niagara,
where the furs, which, without this fettlement muft
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have been carried to Ofwego, were detained. Thes oo x
Englifh merchandife, which could no more be openly XVIL

received, was fraudulently conveyed till the year 1729,
a remarkable period in which the interefts of indivi-
duals caufed the law which forbade this commerce to
* be revoked. England too, at length, laid heavier taxes
- upon the fur trade than were paid by the French.

While thefe various impediments diminifhed the
connections which it was hoped would have been
- formed with the favages, the cultures were carried on
with great {pirit and {uccefs throughout the whole ex-
tent of the province. They had languithed for fome
time, indeed, in thefe countries where James II. had
granted immenfe territories to fome men too highly
favoured ; but thefe countries had at length been peo-
pled as well as the others. Unfortunately, moft of
the inhabitants only occupied, as in Scotland, lands
transferable at the will of the ground landlord ; and
ftill more unfortunately, this dependence gave the
great proprietors a very dangerous influence in the
public deliberations.

This defect in the government was particularly fa-
tal in the two defirudtive wars which the colony was
obliged to fuftain againft the French, in 1744 and in
1756. It experienced, during thefe misfortunes, cala-
mities which it might at leaft partly have avoided, if
‘the efforts made to repulfe thefe enterprifing men, and
their ferocious allies, had been concerted in time, and
‘better planned. It was neceflary that Canada fhould

become a Britifh poflfeflion at the peace of 1763, in"

‘order to enable New York to attend conftantly, and
without embarraffiment or anxiety, to the extenfion of
its trade with the {favages, and to the clearing of its
plantations.

This province, the limits of which were not {ettled Soil, popu-

till after the longeft, the moft violent, and the moft

lation, and
commerce

obftinate contefts, with New England, New Jerfey, of the co-
and Pennfylvania, confifts at prefent of ten counties.
It hath but a fmall extent towards the fea; but in
depth its territory reaches as far as lake George or St.
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B 0 0 K Sacrament, and as far as lake Ontario. Hudfon’s Ri-

ver iffues from mountains fituated between thefe two

; lakes. This can receive none but {mall canoes for the

fpace of fixty-five miles ; and even that navigation is
interrupted by two waterfalls, which oblige the per-
fons concerned in it to carry their cargoes twice over
land the length of about two hundred toifes each
time. But from Albany to the ocean, that is to fay,
through a fpace of one hundred and fifty miles, veflels
of forty or fifty tons burden are feen conftantly fail-
ing, day and night, with the tide, upon this magnifi-
cent canal, during all {feafons, without the leaft rifk;
and which keep up a continual and rapid circulation
in the colony. !

Long Ifland, the part of this great fettlement which

" the navigators firft meet with, is feparated from the con-

tinent by a narrow channel. It is one hundred and
twenty miles long, and twelve broad, and is divided
into three counties. The favages who occupied this
great fpace, either removed from it, or perifhed f{uc-
ceflively. Their oppreflors owed their firft profperity
to the whale and the feal fithery. When thefe fifh,
who delight in deferted coafts, difappeared, the breed-
ing of cattle, efpecially of horfes, was attended to.
Some cultures have fince been eftablithed upon this

“too fandy foil.

The ground is more uneven upon the continent;
but it becomes more even and more fertile in propor-
tion as one approaches the lakes of Canada. If the
marfhes which ftill cover the extremity of this colony
fhould be ever dried up, and if the rivers by which it
is watered fhould be ever confined within their beds,
this country will become the moft fruitful of the co-
lony.

According to the laft accounts, the province con-
tains two hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants, of
various nations and of different fects. The rich pel-
tries which they obtain from the favages, and fuch of
their own productions as they do not confume, are
conveyed to the general mart. Thisis a city of im«
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pbttanc‘e, at prefent known, as well as the reft of theg o o x
‘colony, by the name of New York. It was formerly XViL

built by the Dutch, in the ifland of Manahatton, which
is fourteen miles long, and one mile is its greateft
breadth:

Trade hath collected it this city, the climate of
which is very wholefome, eighteen or twenty thou-
fand inhabitants, upon an extent of ground which is
partly low and partly raifed. The ftreets are very ir-
regular, but exceedingly neat. The houfes, built with

brick, and covered with tiles, are more convenient

than elegant. The provifions are abundant, of excel-
lent quality, and cheap. Ealy ¢ircumftances’ prevail
univerfally. The loweft clafs of people have a certaifi
refource in oyfters, the fifhery of which alone employs
two hundred boats.

The town, fituated two miles from the mouth of
Hud{on’s River, hath, properly {peaking, neither har-
bour nor bafon, but doth not ftand in need of either.
Its port, which is open in all feafons, is acceffible to
fhips of the largeft fizes, and being fheltered from all
ftorms, is {ufficient for it. From hence the numerous
thips come forth, which are difpatched to different la~
titudes. The provifions or merchandife which were
exported in 1769, amounted to 4,352,446 livres 7 fols
9 deniers [about 181,351l 18s. 8d.]. Since this pe-
riod, the productions of the colony have increafed vi-
fibly ; and this increafe muft be carried ftill further,

-fince no more than one half of the lands are cleared,

and fince thofe grounds which are fo are not fo well
cultivated as they will be when the population fhall
become more confiderable.

The Dutch, who were the firft founders of the cos Ancient

lony, eftablifhed in it that {pirit of order and economy
which is the univerfal charaderiftic of their nation.
As they always conftituted the majority of the peo-
- ple, even after thefe had changed mafters, thofe whom
conqueft had aflociated to them generally adopted
their manners. The Germans, compelled to take re-
fuge in America by the religious perfecution which
3
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XVIL  yinces of the empire, were naturally inclined to this

== modeft behaviour 5 and the Englith and French, who

were not accuftomed to fo, much frugality, foon con.

formed, either from motives of wifdom or emulation,

to a mode of living lefs expenfive and more familiar

than that which is regulated by fathion and  parade,

From thence it followed, that the colonifts did not

contract any debts with the mother-country ; that

they preferved an entire liberty in their fales and pur-

chafes, and have been enabled always to give the moft
advantageous turn to their affairs.

Such was the ftate of the colony till 1763. At this
period New York became the general abode of the
principal officers and of part of the troops which Great

~ Britain thought neceflfary to maintain in North Ame-
rica, either to keep it in. awe, or to defend it. 'This
multitude of unemployed or unmarried men, who
were conftantly endeavouring to deceive their own
idlenefs, and to firive againft the wearifomenefs of life,
difperfed themf(elves among the citizens, to. whom they
infpired a tafte for the luxuries of the table, and a turn
for play. By their afliduity with the women, their
converfation and their manners, they engaged them
in thofe frivolous purfuits, thofe gallantries, and thofe
amulements which had fo much allurement for them.
The two fexes foon led the fame kind of life. They
rofe with the fame projeéts, and went to bed with the
fame extravagant ideas. This pernicious {pirit com-
municated itfelf from one to another, and it fill con-
tinues, unlefs the terrible fcenes which have fince
ftained thefe countries with blood have brought about

a happy revolution in the manners.
Revol.  New Jerfey is fituated in the neighbourhood of
hore tanc® New York, and was known at firft by the name of
penedin  New Sweden. It was called thus by fome adventu-
g;w Jer-rers of that nation, who landed upon thefe favage coafts
towards the year 1638. They formed three fettle-
- ments there, Chriftiana, Elzimbourg, and Gottenbourg.
This colony was of no importance when it was attack-

4
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bitants who had a greater regard for their mother-
country than for their plantations returned into Eu-
rope.. The others fubmitted to the laws of the con-
queror, and their territory was united to New Belgia.
When the Duke of York received the inveltiture of
the province to which he gave his name, he feparated
what had been added, and divided it between two of
his favourites, under the name of New Jerfey.

Carteret and Berkley, the firt of whom received
the ealtern, and the other the weitern part of the pro-
vince, folicited this vait territory, with no other view
but to put it up to fale. Szveral fpeculative perfons
purchafed from them large diftri¢ts at a low price,
which they fold again in faller parcels. In the midft
of thefe fubdivifions, the colony remained divided in-
to two dittin& provinces, each feparately governed by
the heirs of their original proprietors. The difficulties
which they experienced in their adminiftration ddguft-
ed them of this kind of fovereignty, which indeed was
ill adapted to the condition of a fubject. They gave
up their charter to the crown in 1702 ; and from that
time the two provinces became one, and, like the
greater part of the other Englifth colonies, were under
the direction of a governor, a ecouncil, and the deputies
of the commons. :

This large country, before the revelution, contained
only fixteen thoufand inhabitants, the defcendants of
Swedes and Dutch, who were its firft cultivators
‘fome Quakers, and fome Church of England men,
with a great number of Scotch Prefbyterians, had join-
ed the colomits of the two nations. The defects of
government ftoppad the progrefs, and occafioned the
indigence, of this {mall colony. It might therefore
have been expected, that the era of liberty fhould have
been that of the profperity of the coleny ; but almoft
all the Europeans who went to the New World, in
fearch either of an afylum or riches, preferred Penn-
fylvania or Carolina, which® had acquired a greater
fhare of celebrity. At length, however, New Jerley
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ed and conquered by the Dutch. Thofe of the inha- B 0 0 k
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‘8 0 0 x hath been peopled; and it reckons at prefent one
e VI hundred and thirty thoufand inhabitants.

Prefent The colony is covered with flocks and with grainin
gz‘\;}i . abundance.  Hemp thrives better there than in any of
fey,and  the neighbouring countries.  An excellent copper
xf:;tbict_ mine hath been worked with {uccefs in it.. Its coafts
come.,

tolerably good. It isin want of none of the means of
profperity proper for that part of the globe, and yet
it ‘hath always remained in a profound obfcurity. Its
mname is fcarcely known in the Old World, and not
much more in the New. But, perhaps, it is not on this
account the more unfortunate.

If we read over the hiftory of nations both ancient
and modern, it will be found, that there is {carce any
one of them, the fplendour of which hath not been
acquired but at the expence of its felicity. People of
whom no mention fhall have been made in the me-
lancholy annals of the world muft neither have been
aggreflors, nor expofed to attacks; they muft not
have interrupted the tranquillity of others, nor muft

_ theirs have been difturbed by diftant or neighbouring
enemies. They muft not have had heroes who had
returned to their country laden with the fpoils of the
enemy. They muft have had no hiftorian to relate
either their miferies or their crimes. There mankind
would never have fhuddered from one age to another,
at the fight of thofe monuments which call to mind,
in all parts, the effufion of blood, and the fhackles of
flavery impofed at a diftance, or broken at home.
They muft not have been torn to pieces by political
factions, nor intoxicated by abfurd opinions. The
oppreflion of tyranny muft never have drawn tears
from their eyes, nor excited them to revolt. They
muft never have delivered themfelves from a defpot
by aflaflination; nor muft they ever have exterminated
his fatellites ; for fuch are/ the events which at all
times have given a celebrity to nations. ‘On the con-
trary, in the midft of a long and profound tranquillity,
the fields would have been cyltivated, fome traditional
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are acceflible, and the port of Amboix, its capital, is |
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hymns would have been fung in honour of the Deity,8 0 0 K
"——v—.-l

and the fame love fongs would have been handed
down from one generation to the other. Wherefore
muft this alluring picture of happinefs be chimerical?
Bécaufe it hath never exifted ; and if it thould exift,
it could not poflibly be for a long time in the midft of
turbulent and ambitious nations.. - Whatever may be
the reafon of the obfcurity of New Jerfey, it is our du-
ty to give them our advice upon their prefent and fu-
ture fituation.

The poverty of this province not fuffering it at firft
to open a direct trade with the diftant or foreign mar-
kets, it was obliged to fell its productions at Philadel-
phia, and ‘more commonly at New York ; it obtained
from thele cities, in exchange, fome merchandife of
the mother-country, and a few of the produions of
the iflands. "Their richeft merchants even advanced
money to the province, which kept it ftill more in a
ftate of dependence. - Notwith{tanding the increafe of
its cultures and of its productions, it hath not yet
fhaken off this kind of fervitude. - We have now be-
fore us, accounts of inconteftable authority, which
prove, that in 1762 New Jerfey did not {fend any fhips
to Europe ; and that it {ent only twenty-four boats to
the Weit Indies, the value of whofe cargoes did not
amount to more than 56,905 livres 19 fols g deniers
[about 2373l. 115, 8d.]. All the reft of its territorial
riches were delivered "to the neighbouring colonies
who traded with them.

This fituation is both ruinous and degrading. New
Jerfey muft itfelf conftruct fhips, all the materials for
which nature hath given it. It muft fend them out
into divers feas, fince it is no longer in want of men.
It muft convey its productions to the people, who have
hitherto only received them through the means of in-
termediatory agents. It muft provide itfelf with the
produce of foreign induftry at firft hand, for which it
hath hitherto paid too dear, on account of the ufelefs
circuits it hath gone through. It may then form vaft
projecls, devote itlelf to great.enterprifes, be raifed to
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8 o o x that rank to which its advantages feem to call it, and

be more upon a level with the provinces which have
wo long deftroyed it by their fhadow, or eclipfed it
with thewr {plendour.

May the views which I offer, and the counfels I
addrefs to New Jerfey, be realized! May 1 live long
gnough to be a witnefs of them, and to rejoice at
them. The happinefs of my fellow creatures, at what.
aver diftance they may exift from me, hath'never been
indifferent to me: but I have felt myfelf moved with
warm concern, i favour of thofe whom fuperftition or
tyranny have expelled from their native country. I
have commuferated their fufferings. ~ When they have
embarked, I have turned my eyes up towards Heaven.
My voice hath been joined to the noife of the winds
and the waves which were carrying them beyond the
feas; and I have repeatedly exclaimed, Let them pro-
fper! Let them find in the defert and favage region
which they are going to inhabit, a felicity equal, or
even f{uperior, to ours; and if they fhould tound an
empire there, let them think of preferving themfelves
and their pofterity from the calamities which they have
felt.

END OF 1HE FIFTHE VOLUMR.,
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