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                        Carte cosmographique ou universelle description du monde avec le vrai traict des vents
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Summary
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        This world map, made in Dieppe, northern France, in 1570, is thought to be the only extant map by Jean Cossin (also seen as Jehan and Johan Cossin), a hydrographer from Dieppe known in his time as an excellent maker of marine maps. It is entitled Carte cosmographique ou universelle description du monde avec le vrai traict des vents (Cosmographical map or universal description of the world with the actual path of the winds). The map is framed on an original projection, known as sinusoidal, in which the meridians are sinusoids and the parallels the equidistant straight lines divided into equal parts by the meridians. After the Flemish cartographer Gerardus Mercator (1512--94), Cossin was only the second mapmaker to employ this complex projection. The map reflects its maker's considerable knowledge of mathematics, but it was of limited practical interest or use for sailors. It shows a vast southern continent that unfurls from Tierra del Fuego, and that was hypothesized as an essential counterbalance to the lands of the northern hemisphere. The map is enclosed in a large frame that presents the signs of the zodiac along the left side and the climates along the right. In the banners that fill out the four corners between the map and the edge are listed the title, the author's name, and the date and place of production.
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                        Title devised, in English, by Library staff.
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                        Original resource extent: 1 map: manuscript. Color, on vellum, 25 x 43 centimeters.
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                        Original resource at: National Library of France.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Content in French.
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                        Description based on data extracted from World Digital Library, which may be extracted from partner institutions.
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        The Library of Congress is unaware of any copyright or other restrictions in the World Digital Library Collection. Absent any such restrictions, these materials are free to use and reuse. Researchers are encouraged to review the source information attached to each item. For information on contacting WDL partner organizations, see this archived list of partners

The Library asks that researchers approach the materials in this collection with respect for the culture and sensibilities of the people whose lives, ideas, and creativity are documented here.
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                          This portolan world map, drawn by Nicolas Desliens in 1566, synthesizes Norman hydrographic knowledge in the mid-16th century. It is one of two world maps by Desliens known to exist; the other...
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                          The map presented here is from the Miller Atlas in the collections of the National Library of France. Produced for King Manuel I of Portugal in 1519 by cartographers Pedro Reinel, his...
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                          This nautical map of the world was produced by the Genoese cartographer Nicolo di Caverio based on Portuguese documents. The map can be dated to 1506, as it contains no reference to...
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                          This miscellany contains the following works: Commentarii in Ciceronis Topica (Commentaries on Cicero's "Topics"), by Boethius; the famous Somnium Scipionis (ex libris VI De re publica) (The dream of Scipio, book six...
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                          Etymologiae (Etymology) is the best known work by Saint Isidore of Seville (circa 560--636), a scholar and theologian considered the last of the great Latin Church Fathers. It takes its name from...
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                          The Flemish scholar and geographer Abraham Ortelius (1527--98) published the first edition of his Theatrum orbis terrarum (Theater of the world) in 1570. Containing 53 maps, each with a detailed commentary, it...
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