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                        This document is the oldest existing manuscript relating to swordsmiths in Japan. The text contains a description of the year 1316, which indicates that the original was written in the late Kamakura period. However, the postscript gives the date as December 21, 1423, which means this is a copy made in the Muromachi period. The document gives a genealogy of swordsmiths from the most ancient of times to the late Kamakura period, and describes the swordsmiths of the day. The section of the manuscript entitled Kokon shokoku kaji no mei (Inscriptions of swordsmiths over time in various districts) gives an outline of 52 swordsmiths and the style of each one, including the names of their swords, their region, and period.
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        The Library of Congress is unaware of any copyright or other restrictions in the World Digital Library Collection. Absent any such restrictions, these materials are free to use and reuse. Researchers are encouraged to review the source information attached to each item. For information on contacting WDL partner organizations, see this archived list of partners

The Library asks that researchers approach the materials in this collection with respect for the culture and sensibilities of the people whose lives, ideas, and creativity are documented here.
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                        Date:
                        1600-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Book/Printed Material
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Battle Standards.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          On this scroll are depicted uma-jirushi -- battle standards set up beside a military commander's horse to show his position -- of 170 soldiers. The illustrations are printed in color and also...
                        
                    
                

            
        
        
        

        	
                        Date:
                        1624-01-01
                    



        


        

        

        


        

    









    







    






    You might also like

    
	
        



	
    
    




    
    
    







    
    






    

    
    








    

    
        
        
        
            
            Photo, Print, Drawing
            
        
        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        
            
                Kanjinchō, One of the 18 Great Plays of Kabuki.
            
        

        
        
        
        

        

        


        
        
        

        
        
            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
        
        
            

                
                    
                        
                          Toyohara Kunichika (1835--1900) has been called the last great master of ukiyo-e. His dramatic Kabuki three-page sets of prints are much admired for their skilled use of color. Here he portrays Kanjinchō,...
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